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20th Annual NWOhio 
Jewish Book FestivalJewish Book Festival 

Why We Love Football: 
A History in 100 Moments 
by Joe Posnanski
Sunday, November 17 at 6 p.m.
The Fieldhouse, 1040 N. Westwood Ave (near The 
University of Toledo)
Event: $18 per person
Event and book: $40 per person
Event includes author presentation, dinner, and one 
drink ticket. 
RSVP by Wednesday, November 13 

After his bestselling home run books, Why We Love 
Baseball and The Baseball 100, Joe Posnanski turns 
from the national pastime to the number one sport 
in America. Why We Love Football is Posnanski’s 
newest must-have deep dive into the archives and 
legends of the sport, and the result is a rousing tale 
of the 100 greatest moments in football lore.

From Patrick Mahomes's magic to the Ice Bowl, from Doug Flutie's Hail 
Mary pass to a plethora of football "miracles," Why We Love Football is an 
unforgettable, conversational masterpiece you won’t ever want to end, and 
a can't-miss take on football from one of the greatest sportswriters of our 
time.

The Jazzmen: How Duke Ellington, 
Louis Armstrong, and Count Basie 
Transformed America
by Larry Tye
Monday, November 4 at 6 p.m.
Lucille’s Jazz Lounge, 1447 N Summit St., Toledo
Event - $20 per person
Event and book - $45 per person
Event includes author presentation, jazz perfor-
mance, appetizers, and one drink ticket. 
RSVP by Wednesday, October 30

A sweeping and spellbinding portrait of the longtime 
kings of jazz—Duke Ellington, Louis Armstrong, 
and Count Basie—who, born within a few years of 
one another, overcame racist exclusion and violence 
to become the most popular entertainers on the 
planet. The Jazzmen looks mainly at these three mae-
stros’ lives off the bandstand, and how they wrote the 

soundtrack for the civil rights revolution. It also explores the Black-Jewish 
alliance of old— one where each of these African American bandleaders 
had a Jewish manager and bandmates.

Special performance: The Ariel 
Kasler Quintet performs original 
jazz compositions and arrangements 
influenced by Middle Eastern, Jewish, 
and Israeli music.

RSVP to all Book Festival events with the QR code or 
to form.jotform.com/jewishtoledo/jfgtprograms or Sherry 
Majewski at sherry@jewishtoledo.org or 419-724-0351

& Foundation
Jewish Federation

Sponsored by:
Stu & Jojo Goldberg Donor Advised Fund
Jack, Jr. & Nora Romanoff Donor Advised Fund

It’s easy to sign up for Book Festival

Nosh: Plant-Forward Recipes 
Celebrating Modern Jewish Cuisine 
by Micah Siva
Sunday, December 8 at 6 p.m.
Chabad House, 2728 King Rd.
Event - $18 per person
Event and book - $40 per person
Event includes author presentation, dinner, and one 
drink ticket.
For women only
RSVP by Wednesday, December 4

Join us for an exciting women’s-only cooking event 
featuring author and chef Micah Siva as she brings 
new twists to beloved Hanukkah favorites! Us-
ing recipes from her acclaimed cookbook, Nosh: A 
Modern Vegetarian Cookbook for the Jewish Kitchen, 
we’ll explore delicious plant-based dishes inspired by 

Jewish culinary traditions, perfect for the holiday season.
Food has always been central to Jewish culture, and Nosh reimagines 
traditional recipes through a modern, 21st-century lens. With the rise in 
plant-based eating, this cookbook offers a fresh way to connect with Jewish 
heritage while embracing contemporary food trends.

What to Expect:
•	 A hands-on cooking experience and dinner featuring Hanukkah reci-

pes from Nosh like Savory Pulled Mushroom and Tofu “Brisket” and 
Crispy Tahdig Rice “Latkes”;

•	 Tips and tricks from Micah Siva on how to make your holiday meals 
both healthy and delicious; and

•	 An exploration of Nosh, a plant-forward collection with 80+ vegetarian 
recipes, designed to inspire meals not just for the holidays, but for every 
day.

Micah Siva’s beautifully photographed book also provides enlightening 
insights into the history of Jewish food, making it the ideal guide for those 
looking to connect with their heritage in a way that feels authentic and 
relevant today.



 Toledo Jewish News • November 2024• Page 3

ENSURING THE SAFETY AND SECURITY OF OUR JEWISH COMMUNITY

In response to the dangerous rise in anti-
Jewish violence, the Jewish Federations of 
North America (JFNA) launched LiveSecure.

What is LiveSecure? LiveSecure is an 
unprecedented $54 million matching 
security campaign and initiative to ensure 
the security and resiliency of Jewish 
communities across the nation.

Created in collaboration with the Secure 
Community Network (SCN) – the official 
homeland security and safety arm of the 
organized North American Jewish 
community – LiveSecure will ensure that 
Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo and 
every community in the Federation 
system, will have a quality, best-practice 
local community security initiative in 
place within three years. 

Your generosity and commitment to the 
security of Jewish Toledo, with the 
funding that a LiveSecure grant provides 
together with the expertise of SCN, will 
enable us to have all the necessary 
resources to support the work of the 
initiative. But we need your help to make 
it happen.

The need for LiveSecure is urgent. 

We must ensure that Jewish Toledo, 
together with Jewish communities 
across the nation, can provide the 
training, tools, and resources needed to 
protect those inside our summer 
camps, synagogues, community 
centers, and classrooms.

With your generous support, the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Toledo and SCN 
will educate and empower our 
community to protect itself from 
dangers and threats unprecedented in 
the history of the American Jewish 
community. We will ensure our 
community’s security through state-of-
the-art planning, tools, training, and 
funding, as well as intelligence sharing 
and coordination with key law 
enforcement partners.

For our Jewish community to flourish, 
for each and every one of our 
community members to be able to 
participate openly and securely in 
Jewish life, we must secure a 
LiveSecure grant. Our community is 
counting on us. Can we count on you?

With a LiveSecure grant and the support of SCN, Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo 
will greatly advance the safety and security of Jewish Toledo

& Foundation
Jewish Federation

How to Donate
Donating is easy:
1.	 Online: Visit our secure donation page at the QR code or	 https://tinyurl.com/svxjpa2h
2.	 Mail: Send your check to:
	 LiveSecure Matching Security Campaign 
	 JFGT, 6465 Sylvania Ave., Sylvania OH 43560
3.	 Phone: Call us at 419-885-4461 to make a secure donation over the phone.
4.	 Commitment: 3 year commitments are preferred but annual contributions can also be made.  
**Please note that this gift is NOT in lieu of an Annual Campaign contribution.

Join Us in Protecting Our Future

Dear Friends,
JewishToledo has an exciting opportunity to receive $85,000 in 

grant funds in each of the next three years from Jewish Federations of 
North America LiveSecure Matching Security Program. To receive this 
funding, JFGT must raise $85,000 in each of the next three years to 
match the national grant.

To meet the match requirement, our community is launching the 
LiveSecure Matching Security Campaign. Every dollar you designate 
and donate for security up to $85,000 will be matched dollar-for-dollar 

Your support is essential in ensuring that our Toledo Jewish community remains a safe place for worship, learning, and connection. 
Together, we can leverage the power of the LiveSecure Matching Security Campaign to safeguard our heritage and uphold the values we 
cherish.

Thank you for your unwavering commitment and generosity. We are deeply grateful for your partnership in this critical initiative.

With heartfelt gratitude,

by the generous grant, effectively doubling the impact of your contribution. 
The LiveSecure Matching Security Campaign is endorsed by the 

lay leaders and clergy of Chabad of Toledo, Congregation B’nai Israel 
of Toledo, Congregation Etz Chayim, and Temple Shomer Emunim. 
JFGT has committed to directly funding at least $50,000 collectively, in 
each of the next three years, to these partners for some of their security 
expenses. All these leaders implore everyone to support this important 
initiative to help safeguard the security of our Jewish community. 

Jewish Federation & Foundation of Greater Toledo
Mark Greenblatt, President, JFGT
Matt Kripke, Chairman, TJCF
Stephen Rothschild, CEO

Chabad of Toledo
Rabbi Yossi Shemtov

Congregation B’nai Israel
Cantor Ivor Lichterman
Michael Tamor, President
	

Congregation Etz Chayim
Marc Jacobson, President

Temple Shomer Emunim
Rabbi Lisa Delson
Joe Rosenberg, President
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Screening of 

Woman in GoldWoman in Gold 
featuring Professor Shelley Perlove

Sunday, November 3
2 – 4 p.m.
Franciscan Center at Lourdes University, 6832 Convent Blvd.
Annual Campaign donors - $5 per person
Non-donors to the Annual Campaign - $18 per person
Includes snacks and water

Sixty years after fleeing Vienna, Maria Altmann (Helen Mirren), an elderly 
Jewish woman, attempts to reclaim family possessions that were seized by 
the Nazis. Among them is a famous portrait of Maria's beloved Aunt Adele: 
Gustave Klimt's "Portrait of Adele Bloch-Bauer I." With the help of young 
lawyer Randy Schoeberg (Ryan Reynolds), Maria embarks upon a lengthy 
legal battle to recover this painting and several others, but it will not be easy, 
for Austria considers them national treasures. -Running time 109 minutes

Prior to the film, hear from Dr. Shelley Perlove, a professor in Art History 
from the University of Michigan who teaches a class on the legacy of art 
during the Holocaust, how it was weaponized by the Nazis both metaphori-
cally and literally, looking at Nazi-looted art, and the efforts to retrieve it.

 
RSVP by Friday, November 1 
to https://form.jotform.com/jewishtoledo/JCRC-events or Sherry 
Majewski at 419-724-0351 or sherry@jewishtoledo.org.& Foundation

Jewish Federation
OF GREATER TOLEDO

J ewish Community
Relations Council

Commemorating 

Kristallnacht

Made possible in part by the Arleen and Jon Levine Family Fund of the Toledo Jewish Community Foundation.
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Toledo Jewish News accepts ads, artwork 
and all editorial copy by disc or 
e-mail only, at paul@JewishToledo.
org.  Photographs and discs may also be 
dropped off at the Toledo Jewish News 
office. Thank you for your cooperation.

Make your contribution to 
the Annual Campaign online 

at www.JewishToledo.org

Toledo Jewish News

(ISSN 0040-9081)
Toledo Jewish News  is published 11 times per 
year, by Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo,  
6465 Sylvania Avenue, Sylvania, Ohio  43560.  
Toledo Jewish News invites correspondence on 
subjects of interest to the Jewish community, but 
disclaims  responsibility for any endorsement of 
the views or opinions expressed by contributing 
writers.  All submissions become the  property of 
Toledo Jewish News.  Submissions will be edited 
for accuracy, brevity and clarity and are subject 
to verification. Toledo Jewish News reserves the 
right to refuse any submissions. Toledo Jewish 
News  does not guarantee the kashrut of any of 
its advertisers. The appearance of advertising, in 
the Toledo Jewish News print or digital media, does 
not constitute an endorsement of the advertisers 
or their products and services by Toledo Jewish 
News, Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo 
and its affiliated agencies. Product and services 
information is based solely on material received 
from suppliers. Opinions published in the 
Commentary  section are those of the author(s) and 
do not necessarily represent the views or opinions 
of JFGT, its employees, officers, and directors.

Phone: 419-724-0318 
Fax: 419-885-3207

e-mail: paul@JewishToledo.org

EDITOR/ART DIRECTOR

Paul Causman

EDITORIAL DEADLINE 
10th of each month 

Editorial copy by email to 
paul@JewishToledo.org or on disc to 

6465 Sylvania Avenue, Sylvania, Ohio 43560

ADVERTISING DEADLINE: 
15th of each month

Advertising inquiries should be addressed to:
6465 Sylvania Avenue, Sylvania, Ohio 43560

419-724-0363

POSTMASTER:  
Please send address corrections to:

6465 Sylvania Avenue, Sylvania, Ohio 43560
Entered as Periodicals at the post office at 

Toledo, Ohio,
under act of March 3, 1987.
Periodicals U.S. Postage Paid 

at Sylvania, Ohio.

SUBSCRIPTION RATE:  $36 PER YEAR

Volume 73 No. 2 • 24 pages
November 2024

Jewish Federation and Foundation of Greater Toledo 
Tributes and Memorials
received between September 20 - October 20, 2024

We gratefully acknowledge the following Tributes and Memorials to JFGT and TJCF funds. Tributes and Memorials can 
be made by contacting Barb at 419-724-0357, barb@jewishtoledo.org, or Anna at 419-724-0386, anna@jewishtoledo.org.

Financial assistance for programs
Discreet financial assistance available for Jewish Toledo activities

We understand that each person’s financial situation is different, 
and cost can be a barrier for participation in various activities. We 
don’t want program fees to be an obstacle for you or your family to 
attend our events or participate in our programs. Assistance is avail-
able and confidential. For more information, please contact Ben at 
419-724-0408 or ben@jewishtoledo.org.

Jewish Federation & Foundation of Greater Toledo’s 
Cancellation Policy

The Jewish Federation & Foundation of Greater Toledo ( JFGT) 
cancellation policy is established to ensure a fair and transparent 
process for participants who need to cancel their registration for 
JFGT events. Our primary goal is to accommodate all participants 
while managing the logistical aspects of each event efficiently. This 
policy will generally apply to JFGT events unless otherwise stated 
in connection with the registration for the event.

Policy:
Participants who wish to cancel their registration for any events 

must do so by 48 hours prior to the event. Cancellations made after 
this date may result in forfeiture of the registration fee.

To cancel your registration for any event, please send an email to 
sherry@jewishtoledo.org with the subject line "Cancellation: [Your 
Name]". Include your full name, registration information, and a 
brief reason for the cancellation in the email.

Make sure to send the cancellation request before the 48-hour 
deadline. Cancellations made on or before the 48-hour deadline are 

eligible for a full refund of the registration fee.
Cancellations made after the 48-hour deadline may not be 

eligible for a refund. However, Jewish Federation & Foundation of 
Greater Toledo may consider exceptional circumstances on a case-
by-case basis.

If you are unable to attend any Federation sponsored event after 
the cancellation deadline has passed, you may nominate a substitute 
participant at no additional cost. Please notify Sherry Majewski 
(sherry@jewishtoledo.org or 419-724-0351) of the substitution at 
least 24 hours before the event. 

Participants who do not attend events without providing prior 
notice will not be eligible for any refunds or substitutions.

If any event is canceled by the Jewish Federation & Foundation 
of Greater Toledo due to circumstances beyond our control, such 
as a natural disaster, pandemic, or other unforeseen events, we will 
make every effort to reschedule. If rescheduling is not possible, 
participants will receive a full refund of the registration fee. 
The Jewish Federation & Foundation of Greater Toledo is not 
responsible for any additional costs incurred by participants, such as 
travel or accommodation expenses.

The Jewish Federation & Foundation of Greater Toledo reserves 
the right to amend this cancellation policy at any time. Participants 
will be notified of any changes via email or through our official 
website.

By registering for any events sponsored by the Jewish Federation 
& Foundation of Greater Toledo, participants acknowledge that 
they have read and understood this cancellation policy and agree to 
abide by its terms and conditions.

JFGT financial assistance and cancellation policies for programs

Recipient of the 2023 Toledo Community Foundation Northwest Ohio Nonprofit Excellence Award

Alix Greenblatt Memorial Fund for Jewish Leadership
In Memory of Michele “Mike” Blumberg
Mr. Richard Greenblatt
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Himmel
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Weinblatt
Ms. Rhoda J. Miller
Barbara Jones
Cathy Hebb
David Simon
Gail Millman
Mr. George Russel and Ms. Jane Duffy
Patricia & Robert Lewis
Mr. & Mrs. Beryl Ravin

In Memory of Mickey Liber 
Mr. & Mrs. Barry Himmel

Arleen R. Levine TJCF Fund for Donor Stewardship
In Memory of Arthur Cheloff
Mr. & Mrs. Jon Levine

Hillel419
In Memory of Gordon Levine
Mr. Andrew Davis

Hillel Supporting
In Memory of Michele “Mike” Blumberg
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Beren

In Memory of Arthur Cheloff
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Beren

In Memory of Zale Kohler
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Beren

In Memory of Mike Liber
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Beren

In Honor of Matthew & Ashley Rothschild’s Wedding
Mr. & Mrs. Joel Beren

JFGT Contributions
In Memory of Alberta Romanoff
Linda Goss
Carlyn Rothlisberger

JFGT Reserve Fund 
In Memory of Ellen Williams
Patrick Savory

Long Term Community Needs Fund
In Memory of Ellie Williams
Karen Bergen

In Honor of Matthew and Ashley Rothschild’s Wedding
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Delman
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JFGT Programs Calendar

See page 12

See page 10

See page 2

See page 15

See page 13

See page 12

See page 10

See page 4

See page 4

See page 2

See page 15

See page 10

See page 2



 Toledo Jewish News • November 2024• Page 7

Now that we are fully ensconced 
in fall, I am pondering the change of 
seasons. Truth be told, I invariably write 
my columns well in advance of their 
publication date. So, as I sit down to 
write this sentence at an outdoor cafe, 
it happens to be a gorgeous day filled 
with sunshine, blue skies, and not even 
a hint of chill in the air. Nevertheless, 
even as I imagine the growth of summer 
fading into the colors of fall, and the 
crisp autumn days shifting yet again to 

the frigidity of winter, I feel a sense of 
trepidation. Living in the Midwest, we 
all know the drill. Sure enough, the chill 
will sometimes feel painful. My hands 
will get dry and my skin will crack. Gray 
skies and clouds will become a near 
constant backdrop. And, perhaps most 
troubling, early nightfall and extra time 
spent indoors will make me wonder 
if I have an undiagnosed case of the 
aptly named SAD (Seasonal Affective 
Disorder). 

As with the change of seasons, I 
have come to believe that the same 
patterns are true for grief. Thinking 
ahead to the anniversaries, birthdays, 
and holidays that were once shared with 
loved ones can evoke a sense of fear and 
apprehension. While these celebrations 
were previously full of joy, the inability 
to share these occasions with our dearly 
departed may cause us to get anxious 
as we brace ourselves for another cycle 
of pain. Just as winter is sure to arrive 
with a heavy hand, so too are these 
bittersweet events. 

In my spousal loss support group, we 
often discuss the questions that arise 
as we prepare for these nostalgic times, 

along with possible coping mechanisms. 
Should I make special plans for my late 
spouse’s birthday? Perhaps it would help 
to go on a trip during what would have 
been our anniversary? Would it feel best 
to take some time for myself during this 
holiday? Should I instead spend time 
with family and friends who also miss 
my loved one? Can I make a donation 
or create a memorial that may bring 
some sense of healing? Is there a new 
tradition I could observe to replace the 
ones which now feel fraught?

The further removed I am from my 
husband's death, the more I recognize 
my own patterns of grief. I know that 
certain events and special days on the 
calendar may hurt. While part of me 
wants to elude the genuine emotions 
that will likely arise, I also know these 
feelings cannot be avoided. Though 
bracing for these times seems like 
a normal reaction, I have started to 
wonder if those of us who are bereaved 
can adopt another perspective. 

Instead of getting bogged down in 
anticipatory anxiety and planning for 
each possible outcome, perhaps it would 
feel best to simply let the day unfold. 

Maybe we could worry less and feel 
our way through, accepting it for what 
it is. Like the times in yoga when we 
enter into a difficult posture, perhaps we 
should just breathe through it, allowing 
it to wash over us and sending healing 
energy to the parts that need it. Maybe 
we do not need to master the feelings, 
but rather just surrender to them and 
honor them for what they are. 

Though I am still prone to feeling 
an impending sense of dread on these 
special occasions, I am trying to find a 
sense of ease along with the anticipation. 
As I seek to find peace, it helps me to 
realize that the expectations of the day 
are usually harder than the day itself. 
Just as my worry over winter’s long slog 
certainly does not help to change the 
weather patterns, I know that I cannot 
obliterate the natural feelings that arise. 
Therefore, I have chosen to breathe into 
the discomfort and seek tranquility 
amidst the natural upheaval. After all, 
despite my angst over the inevitable 
strains of winter and the turbulence 
of grief, I also know they will both 
eventually abate and I will again find 
solace in their wake.

Happy Tears
By Lauren Sachs

Lauren holds a bachelor’s degree in English and Psychology, and a Master’s Degree in Social Work, from the University of Michigan. After completing advanced clinical training 
at Yale University, Lauren worked as a therapist and consultant in a variety of settings. During her time in Jewish Toledo, Lauren has received the Harry Levison Young Leadership 
Award and the Shining Light Award, and is currently serving as the Chair for the 20th Annual NW Ohio Jewish Book Festival. In addition to her involvement within the local 
Jewish community, Lauren serves as a volunteer for Hospice of Northwest Ohio.  Lauren is also the author of a forthcoming book about her late husband, his joyful approach to life and 
work as an oncologist, and how examining his life helped her better cope with her grief.  To learn more about Lauren’s journey and her work on living well after loss, visit 
www.literally-lauren.com.

January 26
February 2

All films will be shown at
the Sekach Building starting at 3 p.m.

Film selections will be announced in the 
december Toledo Jewish News.

SAVE THE DATEs!

Local
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Obituaries
MICHELE "MIKE" BLUMBERG

Michele "Mike" Blumberg passed away peacefully 
in Toledo, OH, on Monday, September 23, 2024. 
Born in November of 1952 to Ev and Tony Grande 
in Pittsburgh, PA, Mike graduated from West 
Virginia University, where she was a Kappa Delta 
sister, and spent most her career in sales for the Bayer 
Corporation. Mike married Al Blumberg of Toledo in 
1977 and the two shared a passion for travel and wine 
until his passing in 2020. In addition to her parents 
and husband, Mike was preceded in death by her 
uncle, Sal Grande; sister-in-law, Alix Greenblatt; and 
great nephew, Jonah Greenblatt. She is survived by her 
beloved shih tzu, Bruno; brother and sister-in-law, Phil 
and Bonnie Grande; brother-in-law, Dick Greenblatt; 
nephew and niece, Mark and Denise Greenblatt and 

great-nephews, Cayden and Max; niece Dana Greenblatt; niece and nephew, 
Joanne and Gary Grant and Great-niece and nephew, Sarah and Ryan; niece and 
nephew, Candy and Marc Plateau; cousins, Diane and Jim Perlman; dear friends 
Rivki Shemtov and Jane Duffy; and many other relatives and friends around the 
country. All who knew and loved Mike will remember her as a wonderful hostess 
who didn't suffer fools and made the world's best lasagna.

The family asks that donations be made to Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo 
Alix Greenblatt Memorial Fund for Jewish Leadership or a charity of the donor's 
choice. Arrangements were by the Robert H. Wick/Wisniewski Funeral Home

ELLEN WILLIAMS
Ellen Louise Lepold Williams, age 81 of Sylvania, 

OH, passed away on October 3, 2024 in Sylvania. Ellie 
was the first child of Harry Lepold and Ruth Shall 
Lepold. Ellie was married to Leon Michael Williams 
for nearly 55 years and is survived by sister, Carol 
Lepold Sofer; and children, Loren (Ruth Masters) 
Williams and Rachel (Nathan) Bloch. Also adored by 
grandchildren Emily, Maya and Caleb Williams and 
Rozzie (Lance Anderson), Sam, Avi and Jaren Bloch.

Ellie attended Scott High School and graduated 
from DeVilbiss High School. She attended Miami 
University, Oxford, Ohio transferring to Ohio 
University to be with her fiance, Leon. After having 
her own two children, Ellie worked with children 

as a teacher at the Hebrew Academy of Toledo and Jewish Community Center 
preschools, and mentored children as director to Young Judaea Toledo for many 
years. She was involved with advising and supporting many Jewish causes including 
Hadassah, Jewish Family Service, Toledo Jewish Federation, Hillel419, Toledo 
Jewish News, Congregation B’nai Israel, and the Interfaith Blood Drive. She served 
as Administrative Assistant at Temple B’nai Israel for many years, improving the 
synagogue’s bulletin and creating the website. Her extensive skills in computer 
graphics led her to finish her formal working career as a writer and editor of the 
National Exchange Club magazine and hlping with the Child Abuse Prevention 
Foundation. In her retirement, Ellie lent her talents to helping many non-profits 
delvelop and publish websites, including Congreation B’nai Israel, Women Blessing 
Women, and Sun City Lecture series in Tucson. 

Charitable donations may be made to Congregation B’nai Israel, Jewish 
Federation of Greater Toledo, or National Exchange Club Child Abuse Prevention 
Foundation.

Arrangements were by the Robert H. WICK/Wisniewski Funeral Home. 

MICHAEL D. LIBER

Mickey Liber, 83, passed away on September 13, 
2024 in Phoenix, AZ. Born on August 4, 1941 in 
Toledo to Goodman “Goody” and Jean Liber. A proud 
graduate of DeVilbiss High School, Mick attended 
The Ohio State University for a short time but decided 
he preferred working with his dad at Goody’s Auto 
Parts, which he did until moving his family to Phoenix 
in 1977. He ran Axle Transmission of Arizona until 
his death. 

He was married to Marcia (Ruben) for 56 years 
and is survived by Marcia and children Tracey, James, 
Josh, Julie, grandsons Spencer and Harrison Littkey 
and sister Cathy Sperling. He was predeceased by his 

parents Goody and Jean, brother Buzz Liber and first wife Barbara (Katz).

By Philissa Cramer
( JTA) — Portland Trail Blazers 

forward Deni Avdija sat out his first 
preseason game with his new team on 
Yom Kippur, saying that his priorities 
had shifted after Hamas’ Oct. 7, 2023, 
attack on his native Israel.

“Tomorrow, on the eve of Yom 
Kippur, the first pre-season game of 
the season will take place. When the 
management informed me, I knew right 
away that I would not participate. I feel 
that the best way to start the season is by 
honoring Jewish tradition and standing 
united with my fellow Jews in Israel and 
around the world,” Avdija posted on an 
Instagram story on Thursday.

“Basketball has been a central 
part of my life for as long as I can 
remember, and it’s always been my top 
priority. However, after the past year, 
I’ve realized there are more important 
things than basketball,” Avdija added. 
“Am Yisrael Chai. Wishing everyone a 
good inscription and sealing.”

Avdija, 23, is the only Israeli player 
in the NBA. The Washington Wizards 
traded him to the Trail Blazers over 
the summer, shortly after inking a $55 
million, four-season contract with him. 
Born to a Jewish Israeli mother and 
Muslim father who immigrated to Israel 
from Yugoslavia to play basketball, 
Avdija grew up on Kibbutz Beit Zera, 
a Jordan Valley village that both housed 
evacuees from the Gaza border since 
Oct. 7 and has faced a security crisis of 
its own.

Whether Jewish athletes and other 
celebrities take Yom Kippur off has long 
been of intense interest for American 
Jews, as typified by nearly 60 years of 
veneration of Sandy Koufax, the Los 
Angeles Dodger who sat out game one 
of the 1965 World Series (and possibly 
attended synagogue in Minnesota 
instead).

Unlike with Koufax, Avdija’s game 
was of little consequence: It was a 
preseason game with no effect on his 
team’s standing. Still, his presence could 
have altered the final score, as the Trail 
Blazers dropped the game against the 
LA Clippers by two points. (Portland 
bested the Sacramento Kings by 20 
points on Sunday; Avdija, who played 

for 20 minutes, notched five of them.)
And his decision — unlikely to 

be repeated, because the basketball 
preseason rarely overlaps with the 
High Holidays — also inspired Jewish 
sports fans anxious about the spike 
in antisemitic incidents that has 
accompanied the Oct. 7 attack and the 
subsequent Israel-Hamas war in Gaza.

“It’s preseason, but the gesture is 
important, especially when Jewish 
people are being attacked around the 
world,” tweeted Acorn Sports, an 
account operated by a Jewish sports 
buff. “Respect.”

Another notable Jewish athlete did 
suit up on Yom Kippur. Jake Retzlaff, 
the starting quarterback at Brigham 
Young University, a Mormon school 
where he is one of just three Jewish 
students, chose to take the field against 
Arizona on Saturday.

“He might get a lot of criticism from 
this, but we’ve taught them to be part 
of both worlds,” his mother, Maxanne, 
said in an episode of ESPN “College 
GameDay” focused on her son. “That’s 
the way he can best contribute to the 
community that he’s in right now.”

Retzlaff himself has embraced 
representing Judaism at BYU, wearing 
a Star of David necklace on and off 
the field and giving rise to the moniker 
“BYJew.” He told ESPN that he saw an 
upside in playing on Yom Kippur, which 
he also did last year, his first with the 
team after being recruited out of junior 
colleges in his native California.

“It’s going to be a special day that 
there’s a Jewish kid playing football 
on Yom Kippur because if that makes 
headlines, that means I get to be another 
light for somebody else,” he said. “And 
that means I have to win.”

BYU, ranked 13, bested Arizona 41-
19.

College football’s schedule means 
that Retzlaff will never need to play on 
a holy day for his Mormon teammates: 
Sunday is not a regular game day in 
the sport. BYU famously bars sports 
competition on Sundays, and the 
NCAA has twice adjusted the spring 
basketball tournament to accommodate 
the team.

Israeli Deni Avdija sits out Yom 
Kippur NBA preseason game
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Jewish Senior, Family and Social Services

Tech Tips

(Tech Time with Tim) Upcoming Tech Programs

All programs are held on Wednesdays 
11 a.m.-noon at the Sekach Bldg 
6505 Sylvania Avenue:

No programs in November 
(stay tuned for more to come).

Tim Hagen
Project Manager and Technology Coordinator Jewish 
Senior, Family and Social Services
Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo 
6505 Sylvania Avenue
Sylvania, OH 43560
[T] 419-724-0412  
[E] Tim@jewishtoledo.org

Now that temperatures are dipping and the weather will soon en-
courage us to stay indoors, what better time is there than to revisit old 
photos? After all, they’re portals to our memories and link us to family, 
friends, and everyone and everything in between.

Sorting through boxes and boxes of snapshots (especially ones that 
are pre-digital, without labels, and unorganized) can be a daunting task, 
even for the most determined of us. But like any project, breaking down 
the entirety into more manageable chunks can help give, in this case the 
photo sorter, a sense of completion and progress.

For those of you who may try sifting through old, physical photos, I 
encourage you to go beyond sorting and organizing but to include, 
as a next step, sharing… by taking simple, quick photos using a 
smart phone. Share them with those very friends and family who 
may be included in said pictures.

Revisiting photos and then sending to loved ones is not only an 
excellent way of rekindling memories, it’s also an adept way to 
reconnect with others. Imagine the delight an unsuspecting aunt 
or sibling may feel upon finding in their email inbox, or via text, an 
event that happened well in the past? If you’re looking for an easy 
way to spur conversations, strengthen connections, and disperse 
happiness, look no further than this idea! Perhaps this ritual could 
become an annual activity every Fall and Winter? 
Until next month - Tim

Now you can use Venmo to make 
a donation to Federation and pay 

for programs, classes, and events! 
Just send to 

@Toledo-Federation 
in your app or on the Venmo 

website at venmo.com and please 
make sure to state the purpose of 

the payment before submitting. 

Vice President Jewish Senior, 
Family & Social Services
Ben Malczewski 
(419) 724-0408

Support Services Coordinator 
Liz Witter, LSW 
(419) 724-0406

Food Pantry and Support Services 
Coordinator
Stacy Willis, LSW, MSW
419-724-0407

JSFSS Office Manager and 
Program Associate
Hannah Loeser 
(419) 724- 0401

Project Manager and Technology 
Coordinator
Tim Hagen
419-724-0412

Perhaps you or a family member are in need of help with senior social 
services. Maybe you know someone in need of support from a family 
pantry. Jewish Senior, Family and Social Services offers a range of services 
to benefit our community. JSFSS has a knowledgeable and caring staff 
waiting to help you.

HOW TO CONTACT JSFSS

DOWNLOAD ONLINE AT 
JEWISHTOLEDO.ORG

Get our weekly e-newsletter delivered to your inbox. 
Contact info@jewishtoledo.org to sign up!

jewishtoledo.org/jfs

Jewish Senior, Family 
and Social Services

The JSFSS staff is here to help!

Visit us online  on Facebook 
facebook.com/JewishFamilyServiceToledo                     

or at our website at 
www.jewishtoledo.org/JFS

or contact us at 419-724-0401
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Jewish Federation and Foundation of Greater Toledo

Fireside Chats
6 -7:30 p.m.
Sekach Building, 6505 Sylvania Ave.
Free event, registration required

Fireside Chat #2 
Israeli Judaism
Thursday, Nov. 14

A Jew is a Jew is a Jew - however, that doesn't mean there isn't a fundamental 
difference in self-understanding between American Jews and Israeli Jews. Come 
learn about how the State of Israel fosters a culture of Jewish civilization and how 
this informs its population's conception and practice of the Jewish religion.

Fireside Chat #3
Defining Terms: The State of Palestine/Israel as Jewish State
Thursday, Dec. 5

145 sovereign nations recognize an entity known as "the State of Palestine" - 
but what exactly does that refer to, and how is it different from the Palestinian 
Authority, Fatah, Hamas, and Gaza? And what does it mean when Israel's Basic 
Laws define it as Jewish State? Come learn more about the importance of being 
intentional and informed in our language on these important issues.

RSVP the Monday prior to each chat at 
https://form.jotform.com/jewishtoledo/JCRC-events 
or Sherry Majewski at 419-724-0351 or sherry@jewishtoledo.org.

Dinner will not be served at the Fireside Chats, 
but there will be treats to enjoy.We thank Toledo City Council and the Attorney General and his staff for 

these important recognitions.

Local leaders show support for 
Jewish Toledo on October 7 
anniversary

Mac Driscoll, At-Large Member of 
the Toledo City Council (pictured 
with Amichai Stout, Director, Jew-
ish Community Relations Council), 
presented Jewish Federation of 
Greater Toledo ( JFGT) with a reso-
lution passed by Toledo City Coun-
cil and signed by Council President 
Carrie Hartman that recognized the 
one-year remembrance of the Octo-
ber 7 attack on Israel and stated the 
Toledo community’s support for and 
solidarity with the Jewish commu-
nity during our time of grief.

Attorney General Dave Yost’s NW 
Ohio Regional Outreach Director, 
Kim Priestap (pictured with Stout), 
also stopped by JFGT offices to 
present a proclamation commemo-
rating the Israeli lives lost on Oc-
tober 7, 2023, and reiterating A.G. 
Yost’s unwavering support for Israel 
and its right to defend itself.

SAVE THE DATE:
Thursday, December 19 | 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Shine a Light on Antisemitism
at Congregation Etz Chayim

With latke bar! More information coming soon. For questions, please contact 
Amichai Stout, JCRC Director, at amichai@jewishtoledo.org or 419-724-0315.

Delivering a 
Jewish future

Donate at
www.jewishtoledo.org
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Contact Paul Causman at 419-724-0318 or Paul@JewishToledo.org

Do you know
a young professional young professional or youngyoung entrepreneur entrepreneur 

who deserves to be highlighted in an 
upcoming issue of Toledo Jewish News?

2025 Mahj Jongg Cards
 Thanks to your generous support, Hillel will receive $690 from the 

sale of 2024 Mahj Jongg cards.  Please continure supporting our 
local organization.

 
 The standard card is $14.00.  |  The large card is $15.00. 

The National Mah Jongg League gives us $5 for each card you 
purchase.  

Make your check payable to Lois Levison and send it along with 
your name, address, phone number, and email with the size and 
number of each card you are purchasing by by January 24, 2025

Lois Levison, 6634 Kingsbridge Dr, Sylvania, OH, 43560

Thank You,
Lois Levison  419-885-1919  loisz111@aol.com 

Thomas I. Wisniewski, 1948-2018 • David J. Czerniak, Director
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Youth and Family Programs

Ahava is a program of the Jewish Federation and Foundation of Greater Toledo 
that is managed by Jewish Family and Social Services and has provided a lifeline 
since 2016 to Jewish families in Greater Toledo who are raising children with 
special needs and simply want to be able to access the best care possible for their 
children. 

Through Ahava, Federation awards local Jewish families an annual scholarship 
of up to $1,500 for each child, no matter their age, to put toward the cost of 
therapies such as speech therapy and music therapy, equipment, medical supplies, 
continuing education for parents on raising children with special needs, and other 
resources that help positively impact individuals and their families.  

For more information about Ahava, please contact Ben Malczewski at 
ben@jewishtoledo.org or 419-885-2561.

Ahava program
For families of individuals 

with special needs



 Toledo Jewish News • November 2024• Page 13

Families of all ages
Latkes & Lights
Sunday, December 15
Toledo Zoo, 2 Hippo Way
Relic Room, located in the Museum of Natural History

Toledo Zoo members: $10 per adult, $5 per child
Non-members of Toledo Zoo: $20 per adult, $10 per child
Includes admission, latkes, sweet treats, beverages, and Ha-
nukkah fun!

Join us for the festival of *zoo* lights! Stop by the Relic Room 
and warm up; we’ll have latkes, sweet treats, and hot choco-
late, cider, and coffee available plus Hanukkah treats and crafts 
for the kids. Come and celebrate Hanukkah with family and 
friends and connect with other Jewish families at the Toledo 
Zoo.

This event is open to families of all ages and stages. 

RSVP by Thursday, December 5 to https://form.jotform.com/jewishtoledo/
PJandFamily2024 or Sherry Majewski at 419-724-0351 or sherry@jewishtoledo.org.

Welcome to 
Jewish Toledo! 
Whether you are new, new-ish, or re-
turning, we are thrilled you are here! 
Please complete the form and we will 
be in touch:
https://form.jotform.com/jewishtoledo/
welcome-to-jewish-toledo

& Foundation
Jewish Federation

Are you in your 20s, 30s, or 40s and interested in connecting 
with other Jewish people in Toledo around your age? Be sure to 
follow our Next Jewish Generation Facebook page for updates 
on upcoming events, including fun activities, trivia nights, social 
gatherings, and more: https://www.facebook.com/nextjgen.

“Did You Know?”

Are your kids visiting over 
the holidays? 
Don't turn them into tech support - let us 
help instead!

Spend time with your family over the holiday dinner instead of watching 
them work on your computer. Schedule a one-on-one Device Advice 
or Tech Support appointment today and let your holiday dinner be all 
about family! 

Contact Tim Hagen, Technology Coordinator at Jewish Senior, Family 
and Social Services, at 419-724-0412 or Tim@jewishtoledo.org

& Foundation
Jewish Federation
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B&W

Active Life for 60+

& Foundation
Jewish Federation

L’Chaim – A Musical Celebration
Wednesday, January 8 
12 – 1:30 p.m.
Temple Shomer Emunim, 6453 Sylvania Ave.
Annual Campaign donors - $10 per person 
Non-donors to the Annual Campaign - $15 per person
Includes lunch and music

Join us for a delicious lunch accompanied by the inspiring sounds of the Ben Delong Band. Re-
nowned for breaking cultural and generational barriers, the Ben Delong Band captivates audiences 
with their powerful, moving performances, creating deep and lasting connections among listeners.

Let’s come together to strengthen our bonds, share in the joy of music, and build meaningful relation-
ships. Together, we’ll create lasting memories and celebrate the vibrant spirit of community!

RSVP by Friday, January 3 at https://form.jotform.com/jewishtoledo/seniors or with 
Sherry Majewski at 419-724-0351 or sherry@jewishtoledo.org.

Trip to the Theater

Golden Girls: The Laughs Continue
Sunday, January 19
10 a.m. – Brunch at Sekach Building, 6505 Sylvania Ave.
11 a.m. – Load bus
1 p.m. – Showtime at the Fisher Theatre
5 p.m. – Estimated return time
Annual Campaign donors - $20 per person 
Non-donors to the Annual Campaign - $35 per person

Start the day out with brunch in Toledo then board the bus to see 
Golden Girls: The Laughs Continue at the Fisher Theatre in Detroit. 

Peace, Love, & Pottery 
Painting Day!
Thursday, January 23
12 – 1:30 p.m.
Sekach Building, 6505 Sylvania Ave.
Annual Campaign donors - $15 per person 
Non-donors to the Annual Campaign - $25 per person
Includes lunch and pottery painting supplies

Join us for a creative and relaxing afternoon as we gather to paint a piece of pottery. This 
hands-on activity is open to artists of all abilities. We will supply all the materials and 
supplies needed – you bring the creativity!

RSVP by Friday, January 17 to https://form.jotform.com/jewishtoledo/seniors 
or with Sherry Majewski at 419-724-0351 or sherry@jewishtoledo.org.

& Foundation
Jewish Federation

Picture it. United States, 2024. Golden Girls: The Laughs Continue is a 
parody that brings Miami’s sassiest seniors to stages around the country 
for one more hurrah. We find Sophia out on bail after being busted by the 
DEA for running a drug ring for retirees. Blanche and Rose have founded 
CreakN, a thriving sex app for seniors. And Dorothy is trying to hold it all 
together with help from a new (much) younger sex-crazed lover. Golden 
Girls: The Laughs Continue allows audiences to relive the heartfelt hilarity 
of the four ladies who never stopped being best friends.

Golden Girls: The Laughs Continue is a professional stage show unlike any 
other Golden Girls tribute that you might have experienced. The play is 
written by Robert Leleux, author of The Memoirs of a Beautiful Boy and 
The Living End. The show is directed by Eric Swanson, co-founder and 
Executive Director of The Detroit Actors’ Theatre Company. The cast 
includes Ryan Bernier as Dorothy, Vince Kelley as Blanche, Adam Graber 
as Rose, Christopher Kamm as Sophia, and Tommy Favorite as Stanley/
Burt. The tour is produced by Murray & Peter Present and Innovation Arts 
& Entertainment.

Limited spaces available. RSVP by Monday, December 9 
at https://form.jotform.com/jewishtoledo/seniors 
or with Sherry Majewski at 419-724-0351 or sherry@jewishtoledo.org.

GE TG LA ZE D
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Active Life for 60+

Get Fit Classes

Can't join us in person?
Tune in on YouTube at 

Jewish Toledo

Fitness

Healthy 
Living

In-person classes at JSFSS
Sekach Building 
6505 Sylvania Ave.
Sylvania

Monday
Get Fit Early, 9-10am -or-

Get Fit Later, 10:30-11:30am
	 Join us for this upbeat and energetic dance/exercise 

program designed to improve your fitness level safely and 
effectively. This is a comprehensive workout that includes 

strength, flexibility, balance, posture-improvement, and 
more. All moves can be modified to meet specific needs.

Cardio Drumming, 12-1pm
	 A high-energy workout that also includes some dance 

moves. This can also be done seated.

Wednesday
Get Fit Early, 9-10am -or-

Get Fit Later, 10:30-11:30am
(see description above)

Ballet Ball Fusion, 12-1pm
	 A special blend of ballet warm-up, cardio drumming, 
and a Tai Chi/yoga cool-down. Ballet shoes are not required.

Friday
Zumba, 9-10am

Foundation Fitness, 10am-11pm
	 Designed to improve mobility, core strength, and 
stability from the ground up. Focus will be on foot and ankle 
strength, mobility, healthy posture, pelvic floor, and breath-

ing. Exercises can be done in chairs and/or standing.

& Foundation
Jewish Federation

& Foundation
Jewish Federation

Seniors Make a Mezuzah
Tuesday, November 12
12 – 2 p.m.
Sekach Building
6505 Sylvania Ave.

Annual Campaign donors: 
$10 per person 
Non-donors to the Annual 
Campaign: $20 per person

Includes lunch and fused-glass supplies

Join us for a delightful and creative "Make your own Mezuzah" class 
with Copper Moon Studios. This workshop is the perfect blend of artistry, 
tradition, and camaraderie. Under the warm guidance of our talented 
instructors, you'll craft a unique and personalized mezuzah using an array 
of beautiful glass. Whether you're a seasoned artisan or a beginner, this 
class is all about having fun and creating something meaningful you can 
proudly display at home. So, bring your creativity, and let’s make some 
mezuzahs!

RSVP by Tuesday, November 5 
to https://form.jotform.com/jewishtoledo/
seniors or Sherry Majewski at 419-724-
0351 or sherry@jewishtoledo.org.

Thursday, December 12
9:30 a.m. - load bus at JCC/YMCA campus, 6465 Sylvania Ave.
3 p.m. (subject to change) - return to JCC/YMCA campus
Annual Campaign donors: $10 per person 
Non-donors to the Annual Campaign: $20 per person
Includes bus trip, lunch, tour, and Hanukkah gift

Get ready for a Hanukkah celebration like no other! This year, we're 
taking the festivities on the road with an exciting tour of the Soul 
Studio and Gallery in West Bloomfield, Michigan, where art and 
tradition come alive. Explore inspiring exhibits that capture the spirit 
of the season, followed by a delicious latke lunch at the elegant Soul 
Center banquet hall. It's the perfect blend of culture, community, and 
cuisine—so join us for a day filled with light, laughter, and latkes as 
we celebrate Hanukkah together in style!

Soul Studio is a supported art studio program with an open studio 
space and gallery for adults 18 years or older with special needs 
in West Bloomfield, Michigan. Through educational programming 
driven by each artist’s creative impulses, participants are supported 
in a variety of art media; artists are inspired to develop careers as 
contemporary artists. Soul Studio was launched in 2016, inside the 
Friendship Circle Farber Center, which also houses the Soul Cafe 
and an event space, all of which provide a loving and inclusive envi-
ronment that encourages artistic self-expression, vocational training, 
and employment opportunities to adults with special needs.

RSVP by Monday, December 2 
to https://form.jotform.com/jewishtoledo/seniors or Sherry 
Majewski at 419-724-0351 or sherry@jewishtoledo.org.

Seniors 
Hanukkah 
hits the 
Road

West Bloomfi eld
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facebook.com/JewishToledo

BBYO

WW e Honor Our B'nai Mitzvah
B'nai Mitzvah

Avi Noah Green was called 
to the Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on 
October 19, 2024 at Temple Shomer 
Emunim.  Avi is the son of Jeff and 
Tamara Green and brother of Gabe 
and Maya. He is the grandson of 
Mark and JoAnn White, Candice 
and Wayne Walcott and Jeffrey and 
Nora Green.   

Avi is a 7th grader at Timberstone 
Middle School where his favorite 
subject is Social Studies. Avi plays 
travel soccer with Sylvania United, 
as a goalie, and travel baseball with 
the Demand Command Baseball 
program, as a pitcher and first 
baseman. Avi also plays trombone 
in the Timberstone Band and enjoys 

cooking at home. Avi’s naturally empathetic heart, even-tempered personality, 
and amazing instincts have helped him grow wonderful friendships and 
become a silent leader in most of his endeavors. 

Avi’s Mitzvah Project is to help seniors with technology through the 
Jewish Federation of Toledo’s T3 Program. 

Mazel Tov, Avi! 
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B&W

Locally owned and
operated since 1955

How to contribute to Jewish 
Federation of Greater Toledo/Toledo 

Jewish Community Foundation
•	 Donate online at www.jewishtoledo.org 
•	 Text to Donate: Text 44321
•	 Donate on Venmo to Toledo-Federation
•	 Donate by check to: Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo, Attention: 		
	 Wendy Goldstein 
	 6465 Sylvania Avenue, Sylvania, Ohio 43560.
•	 Call Yi at 419-724-0371 or email her at yi@JewishToledo.org for stock 
or IRA gifts 

Please note that checks need to be post-marked by December 31, 2024 to be a 
2024 charitable contribution.

Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo/Toledo Jewish Community Foundation is a 
501(c)(3) not for profit corporation that gratefully accepts gifts of securities and 
IRA’s.  Most gifts are tax deductible.  There is one EIN 34-4428259.  Gifts can be 
made to Jewish Federation (JFGT) to the Annual Campaign or for other unrestricted 
or designated uses, and gifts can be made to Toledo Jewish Community Foundation 
(TJCF) for restricted or unrestricted purposes and can include gifts to donor advised 
funds.  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR MAKING GIFTS FROM IRA’s
Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo accepts IRA Charitable Rollover contributions to the 

Annual Campaign.
•	 Notify your bank/broker of your intentions to contribute with an IRA to Jewish 

Federation of Toledo (JFGT) or Toledo Jewish Community Foundation (TJCF).  
IRA contributions must be in the form of a check per the IRS.  Please instruct your 
broker to make a check payable to the Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo, and then 
notify Yi Shaw, Controller of Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo/Toledo Jewish 
Community Foundation at 419.724.0371 or via email at Yi@JewishToledo.org to 
inform her of the contribution. IRA gifts cannot be used to fund a Donor Advised 
Fund.  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR MAKING GIFTS OF SECURITIES
Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo accepts donations of stock as payment for pledges 
made to the Annual Campaign and other unrestricted and designated uses. Stock gifts 
need to be received by 12 p.m. (noon) on December 30, 2024 in order to sell before 
the market closes.  

When the stock is held by your broker or commercial banker:
Notify your broker of your intentions to donate securities to Jewish Federation of 
Toledo (JFGT) or Toledo Jewish Community Foundation (TJCF).  Your broker should 
then notify Yi Shaw of Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo/Toledo Jewish Community 
Foundation at 419.724.0371 or via email at Yi@JewishToledo.org to discuss the details 
of this transaction. Your broker will contact Charles Schwab and provide the following 
account information to process the transfer:
Charles Schwab – Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo a/c# 2198-2998, DTC #0164, 
Code 40.  A nominal fee will be charged for stock or mutual funds. Typically, not more than 
$10.00.

To ensure faster processing, it is important that your broker submit your full name along 
with complete stock information to Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo/ Toledo Jewish 
Community Foundation.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR WIRING FUNDS 
•	 Notify your bank/broker of your intentions to perform the wire to Jewish Federation 

of Toledo (JFGT) or Toledo Jewish Community Foundation (TJCF).  Your broker 
should then notify Yi Shaw of Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo/Toledo Jewish 
Community Foundation at 419.724.0371 or via email at Yi@JewishToledo.org to 
discuss the details of this transaction. 

PERSONAL CREDIT CARD & CHECK PAYMENT DEADLINES
Credit card payment information must be received at Jewish Federation of Greater 

Toledo by 12 Noon Monday, December 30, 2024 for 2023 tax purposes. As stated above, 
payments by check need only be postmarked December 31, 2024 for 2024 tax purposes, 
or you can make payments online at www.JewishToledo.org by midnight on December 31, 
2024.   Please call the accounting department before 2:00 pm each day at 419-724-0368 to 
process a credit card payment over the phone, except December 31, 2024 by 12 p.m.

& Foundation
Jewish Federation

Jewish Federation and Foundation of Greater Toledo
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Temple Shomer Emunim

B&W

All CBI programs and religious services are open to the members of all All CBI programs and religious services are open to the members of all 
local congregations with RSVP unless otherwise indicated.local congregations with RSVP unless otherwise indicated.

If you are not a CBI member and would like to attend,If you are not a CBI member and would like to attend,
please contact the office at 419.517.8400.please contact the office at 419.517.8400.

Parashat Hashavuah:Parashat Hashavuah:
Torah Portion of the Week DiscussionTorah Portion of the Week Discussion
Fridays in November Fridays in November at 11:00 AM at CBIat 11:00 AM at CBI
November 1, 8, 15, 22, 2024November 1, 8, 15, 22, 2024
OPEN TO THE MEMBERS OF ALL LOCAL OPEN TO THE MEMBERS OF ALL LOCAL 
CONGREGATIONS WITH RSVPCONGREGATIONS WITH RSVP

Connecting Kids to MealsConnecting Kids to Meals
Volunteer Event Volunteer Event 
Thursday, November 14, 2024 10 AM - 12 PMThursday, November 14, 2024 10 AM - 12 PM
Cherry Street Mission Building, 1501 Monroe St. Cherry Street Mission Building, 1501 Monroe St. 
RSVP Kim Brody at kbrody@cbitoledo.org by Sept. 5, 2024.RSVP Kim Brody at kbrody@cbitoledo.org by Sept. 5, 2024.

Congregation B’nai IsraelCongregation B’nai Israel
6525 Sylvania Ave., 6525 Sylvania Ave., Sylvania, Ohio 43560  •  Sylvania, Ohio 43560  •  419.517.8400  •  CBIToledo.org419.517.8400  •  CBIToledo.org

WEEKLY SERVICES SCHEDULEWEEKLY SERVICES SCHEDULE
• Monday Morning Minyan: 8:00 AM - In Person/Zoom• Monday Morning Minyan: 8:00 AM - In Person/Zoom
• Thursday Morning Minyan: 8:00 AM - In Person/Zoom• Thursday Morning Minyan: 8:00 AM - In Person/Zoom
• Monday - Thursday Evening Minyan: 5:45 PM - Zoom• Monday - Thursday Evening Minyan: 5:45 PM - Zoom
• Friday Evening Kabbalat Shabbat: 5:45 PM - Zoom• Friday Evening Kabbalat Shabbat: 5:45 PM - Zoom
• Saturday Morning Shabbat: 9:30 AM - In Person/Live Stream• Saturday Morning Shabbat: 9:30 AM - In Person/Live Stream
• Sunday Morning Minyan: 9:30 AM - In-Person/Zoom• Sunday Morning Minyan: 9:30 AM - In-Person/Zoom
   (   (When Religious School is in session)When Religious School is in session)

Join us for Canasta!Join us for Canasta!
Tuesdays in November at 12:15 PM at CBITuesdays in November at 12:15 PM at CBI
If you are interested in playing, please If you are interested in playing, please contact Rhoda contact Rhoda 
Miller at rmiller@cbitoledo.org.Miller at rmiller@cbitoledo.org.

CBI Office Holiday Closings CBI Office Holiday Closings 
Thu. November 28 Closed ThanksgivingThu. November 28 Closed Thanksgiving
Fri. November 29 Closed Thankgiving WkndFri. November 29 Closed Thankgiving Wknd

CBI Movie Festival: CBI Movie Festival: Wednesdays in NovemberWednesdays in November

"THE LAST RESORT""THE LAST RESORT"
Wednesday November 6, 2024 Wednesday November 6, 2024 
1:00 PM, 1:00 PM, In-Person at CBIIn-Person at CBI
RSVP by Friday, November 1, 2024RSVP by Friday, November 1, 2024
An uncannily revealing portrait of American photographers An uncannily revealing portrait of American photographers 
Andy Sweet and Gary Monroe and the vibrant community of Andy Sweet and Gary Monroe and the vibrant community of 
Jewish retirees they obsessively focused their camera's lens Jewish retirees they obsessively focused their camera's lens 
on in the sunburned paradise of 1970s Miami Beach.on in the sunburned paradise of 1970s Miami Beach.

"ITZHAK""ITZHAK"
Wednesday November 13, 2024 Wednesday November 13, 2024 
1:00 PM, 1:00 PM, In-Person at CBIIn-Person at CBI
RSVP by Wednesday, November 6, 2024RSVP by Wednesday, November 6, 2024
From Schubert to Strauss, Bach to… Billy Joel, Itzhak From Schubert to Strauss, Bach to… Billy Joel, Itzhak 
Perlman's transcendent violin playing evokes the depth of Perlman's transcendent violin playing evokes the depth of 
the human experience. This enchanting documentary details the human experience. This enchanting documentary details 
the virtuoso's own struggles as a polio survivor and Jewish the virtuoso's own struggles as a polio survivor and Jewish 
émigré, and reminds us why art is vital to life.émigré, and reminds us why art is vital to life.

"DIANE VON FURSTENBERG: "DIANE VON FURSTENBERG: 
WOMAN IN CHARGE"WOMAN IN CHARGE"
Wednesday November 20, 2024 Wednesday November 20, 2024 
1:00 PM, 1:00 PM, In-Person at CBIIn-Person at CBI
RSVP by Wednesday, November 13, 2024RSVP by Wednesday, November 13, 2024
This film focuses on the life and work of Von Furstenberg, This film focuses on the life and work of Von Furstenberg, 
who created a name for herself in a field that was who created a name for herself in a field that was 
predominantly male and amassed a multi-million dollar predominantly male and amassed a multi-million dollar 
fashion empire.fashion empire.

Cost is $5 per movie. Snacks will be provided.Cost is $5 per movie. Snacks will be provided.

RSVP by the dates listed for each movie to the office or by RSVP by the dates listed for each movie to the office or by 
contacting Kim Brody at kbrody@cbitoledo.org.contacting Kim Brody at kbrody@cbitoledo.org.

CBI Adult Ed: Virtual Tour of AuschwitzCBI Adult Ed: Virtual Tour of Auschwitz
Sunday, November 10, 2024, 1:00 PM at CBISunday, November 10, 2024, 1:00 PM at CBI
Light refreshments served before the programLight refreshments served before the program
Cost is $10 per person.Cost is $10 per person.
The Auschwitz virtual tour postponed from April has The Auschwitz virtual tour postponed from April has returned. returned. 
This virtual tour will be broadcast to a screen via Zoom at This virtual tour will be broadcast to a screen via Zoom at 
CBI. It is designed for people who have not visited Auschwitz CBI. It is designed for people who have not visited Auschwitz 
before. Those who have before are still encouraged to attend. before. Those who have before are still encouraged to attend. 
A question and answer session will follow the tour.A question and answer session will follow the tour.

OPEN TO THE MEMBERS OF ALL LOCAL OPEN TO THE MEMBERS OF ALL LOCAL CONGREGATIONS CONGREGATIONS 
WITH RSVP WITH RSVP 
To RSVP, please email kbrody@cbitoledo.org or call the office To RSVP, please email kbrody@cbitoledo.org or call the office 
at 419.517.8400 by Wednesday, November 6, 2024.at 419.517.8400 by Wednesday, November 6, 2024.

Fun & Games Night!Fun & Games Night!
Games • Desserts • FUNGames • Desserts • FUN
Sunday evening, November 17, 2024 Sunday evening, November 17, 2024 
7:00 PM7:00 PM, , In-Person at CBIIn-Person at CBI  
Join us for an evening of fun games, great desserts and drinks. Join us for an evening of fun games, great desserts and drinks. 
What’s your game? Mahj? Poker? Scrabble? Rummy Cube? What’s your game? Mahj? Poker? Scrabble? Rummy Cube? 
You’ll find that and lots more! Bring your friends & family!You’ll find that and lots more! Bring your friends & family!

Cost is $10 per adult for this fun evening! Cost is $10 per adult for this fun evening! 
RSVP to the office or kbrody@cbitoledo.org by Nov. 11th.RSVP to the office or kbrody@cbitoledo.org by Nov. 11th.

Gift of Mindfulness will be on 
Wednesday 11/13 at 7:00pm

BGSU Concert 
Series returns!
This Fall begins our 4th year of 

concerts featuring students from the BGSU College of Musical Arts!  Come 
and enjoy a fun afternoon of music, meet the performers and share some nosh 
at the reception!

Sunday, November 17, 2024 at 3pm—Chamber Music from BG
Enjoy a varied program of small ensembles from duos to string quartet, includ-
ing Joshua Lyphout, our guest solo cello from this year's Kol Nidre service!

Sunday, December 8, 2024 at 3pm—Tubas at the Temple!
We welcome the mighty BGSU Tuba/Euphonium studio, headed by our own 
amazing David Saltzman, in a concert of solos and small groups of tubas!

Join Us For
Maurine Glasser’s 90th Birthday Celebration 

& Oneg Shabbat

Friday, November 8, 2024
Immediately following Shabbat Services

A Light Dairy Meal will be served at the Oneg Shabbat Please 
RSVP to lnusbaum@templese.com if you plan on attending the 
Dairy Oneg Shabbat no later than Tuesday, November 5th at 

5PM

Special Scholar in 
Residence Weekend
Friday, November 22 and
Saturday, November 23, 2024
Rabbi Marla Feldman will be our Guest 
Scholar In Residence. Rabbi Feldman 
grew up at Temple Shomer Emunim 
and looks forward to returning for our 
scholar in residence weekend.Saturday, November 9 at 10:30am

Start your Shabbat morning with a 
rejuvenating spiritual practice that 
will give you a renewed sense of 
peace. The class is for all levels, using 
a chair or a mat, whichever is most 
appropriate for you. No experience 
needed.
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Chabad House

B&W

Congregation Etz Chayim

Thanksgiving
 Meals Delivered

BY  CHEF  CAR I
WWW. CH EFCAR I . COM/ T H ANKSG IV ING-2024

B"H
LET ' S  BE  THANKFUL  FOR  KOSHER  CATER ING!

ORDER  BY  NOVEMBER  22ND
(type "TOLEDO" after your name)

PICKUP AT CHABAD NOVEMBER 27TH
To confirm the  delivery time please call Shmouel: 419-322-2730

SHABBAT SERVICES, INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS & 
AWARD PRESENTATIONS
We are pleased to welcome Rabbi Jason Mark back to lead services on 
Saturday, November 2nd. Following services, Rabbi Mark will preside 
over the Installation of New Officers and Trustees for the 2024-2025 
year. In addition, the Harry Levine Service Award will be presented to 
Laura Leventhal and Charles Wittenberg. The prestigious Morris Lu-
bitsky Memorial Award will be presented to Marc Jacobson. Please call 
the synagogue office for reservations and information.

On Friday, November 1st, everyone is invited to a pre-Shabbat class 
with Rabbi Mark. Following the class there will be services, candlelight-
ing and light refreshments.
		

WEDNESDAYS WITH FRIENDS
Join us on Wednesday, November 6th at 10:00 a.m. for a movie docu-
mentary titled “The 90’s Club”. This is a charming documentary that 
showcases the vibrant wisdom and life lessons of a dozen diverse in-
dividuals between the ages of 90-99 years old. These are open stories 
told by the cast of “The 90’s Club”, which includes Dick VanDyke, Art 
Gelbart, a Holocaust survivor and Fred Gray. Everyone is invited. Share 
your memories and identify the photos.

“Etz Chayim Memories” – Come help identify old photos from Conse-
crations, Confirmations, picnics, banquets and many of the past events. 
This event will take place on Wednesday, November 20th at 10:00 a.m.

POKER/MAJ
Everyone is welcome to play Poker or Maj on Sunday, November 17th 
from 10:00-noon. Snacks will be served. Please let Marc or Nancy 
Jacobson know if you will be attending.

TRAVELOGUE PROGRAM PLANNED
On Sunday, November 24th, at 10:00 a.m., Ken and Aileen Pargament 
will sharing memories of their amazing trip to Africa. They had a three 
week trip visiting Kenya and Tanzania. Everyone is invited, A light 
breakfast will be served.

SISTERHOOD NEWS
SAVE THE DATE: Wednesday, December 25th will be a tzedakah 
project followed by a latke lunch at the synagogue.
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Get your Toledo Jewish News online 
www.jewishtoledo.org 

Please support our 
advertisers and let them know 

you saw their ad in the 
Toledo Jewish News!

Business CardsBusiness Cards

Toledo Jewish News and Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo reserves the right to refuse any submissions. The appearance of advertising, in the Toledo Jewish 
News print and digital media, does not constitute an endorsement of the advertisers or their products and services by Toledo Jewish News, Jewish Federation 
of Greater Toledo and its affiliated agencies. Product and services information is based solely on material received from suppliers.

Publish your business card (reproduced with no changes) for just $36/month* 
*Three-month minimum. Any changes to business card include extra charge.

Ads must be received by the 15th of the month.
Call 419-724-0318 for more information

RUN YOUR BUSINESS CARD 
IN THE

Simply send your business card and billing information to:
Paul Causman at 6465 Sylvania Ave., Sylvania, OH 43560 or paul@

JewishToledo.org

Make Extra Money
Commissioned Ad Sales

Toledo Jewish News is seeking commissioned ad 
salespeople. Make extra money in your free time; 

the more you sell, the more you make. Work 
from home by phone or just stop by your favorite 
restaurants and stores. Contact Paul Causman at 

paul@JewishToledo.org.

Dr. Rosemary Chaban & 
Dr. Matthew Lark 

at 

Oak Openings Dental 

are welcoming new patients! 

Please call 419-824-7900 
for details on all your dental needs.

B&W

It is easy to run a classified ad in Toledo Jewish News!
First 12 words - $8, $0.10 per additional word. Phone numbers and 
abbreviations count as separate words. Ads must be received by the 

15th of the month.

Simply email your ad and billing information to
paul@JewishToledo.org or call 419-724-0318 for more information. 
Please note: Classified ads will run every month (and the purchaser 

will be billed) until notification of cancellation is received.
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Gan Yeladim Preschool

We specialize in 
happy children.

I am scientific

Learn more: www.jewishtoledo.org/about-us/gan-yeladim-preschool

Register: 
https://form.jotform.com/jewishtoledo/ganyeladim
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Imagine the joy of observing the environment through different colored lenses. Some days, taking out 
colored blocks, other times, making your own binoculars out of recycled materials and looking for birds 
and butterflies. On lucky days, finding a treasure in the ground and running to examine it under the big 
magnifier. Even asking your teacher to add your discovery to the nature observation book. This is the 
joy of discovery we aim to instill in our young scientists at Gan Yeladim.

At Gan Yeladim, we inspire young scientists to explore and understand the world. Our engaging 
activities and hands-on learning experiences are designed to foster curiosity and a love for discovery.

There are several openings for the Fall. Come explore with your child and see if this is the right fit for 
you. 

Enroll Now, 
and Let the Adventures Begin!

Imagine the joy of observing the environment through 
different colored lenses. 
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Dave Tullis, Jewish Federation Community Asset, Safety and Security Manager helps us stay protected with valuable safety tips.

Cyber Security Safety Checklist

& Foundation
Jewish Federation

Cyber security is a set of principles and practices designed to safeguard your computer assets and personal information against 
threats. Your Jewish Federation Community Asset Safety and Security Manager (CASSM) with the guidance from Secure Commu-
nity Network (SCN)has developed this list to provide a strong cyber security baseline for individuals to diminish the likelihood of 
falling victim to a cyber-attack by implementing internet hygiene best practices.

Account Security    
Use complex passwords for each account and ensure you do not use the same password for 
multiple accounts. A strong password has:
• Both upper- and lower-case letters
• Uses symbols and numbers
• Many characters—preferably 18 or more
• No ties to personal information such as your birthdate or the street you grew up on
Be wary of suspicious emails.
• If you receive an email from an unknown person:
   Do not open
   If opened, do not open any files, or click any links
   Report it to your IT Department, if applicable
• If you receive what appears to be a legitimate, but unexpected request for personal  information, contact the person or the company 
through a verified customer service phone number to confirm
• Enable multi-factor authentication on your accounts.

Organizational Cyber Hygiene 
• Back up important files on either an external storage device or a secure, cloud-based platform
• Encrypt your phone, computer, and external hard drives.
• Protect devices from malware.
• Password protect all devices
• Ensure your devices’ operating systems and all software is up to date. When possible, enable auto update.
• Avoid sending personal information over public Wi-Fi networks unless you are certain they are secure.
• Avoid sharing personal information on social media and check your privacy settings to ensure your accounts are not public.
• Keep an inventory of hardware and software on the company network.
• Develop a software installation process for staff and network users such as limiting installation privileges.
• Limit the numbers of users with administrative privileges.

Safe Surfing 
• Check the prefix of the web address. “https” means that the website is secure whereas “http” means that it is an unsecure website. 
• Only share data on secure websites.
• Check the address bar for a “locked padlock” symbol. This will also indicate that the website is secure.  

Personal Cyber Security/Digital Breadcrumbs  
• Do not name Wi-Fi networks after family/household names.
• Change manufacturer or platform provided passwords after activation.
• Log out and keep your computer locked while leaving it unattended.
• Never insert USB flash drives/devices with unknown origins into your computer
• Be considerate of the information you give out online. Posting information about your current location, address, or routine can 
leave you vulnerable.
• Look into the privacy settings of applications and the websites you visit to see what and how information is collected from you.

Special Considerations for Kids 
• Talk with your kids about safe online practices. 
• You should inform your kids to:
	 Never share personal information such as your home address, school you attend or your phone number.
	 Never interact with someone they do not know.
	 If asked for personal information or photos, they should contact an adult immediately.
• Kids should never download anything without an adult’s permission.
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By Philissa Cramer
( JTA) — Christopher Columbus 

was likely Jewish, Spanish researchers 
have announced in a splashy new 
documentary aired on Spain’s national 
broadcaster on Saturday.

According to the documentary, the 
researchers spent 22 years researching 
Columbus’ national origins before 
concluding that bones buried in a 
Seville cathedral are in fact the famed 
explorer’s — and that his DNA suggests 
that he likely came from a Jewish family.

“We have DNA from Christopher 
Columbus, very partial, but sufficient. 
We have DNA from Hernando Colón, 
his son,” the lead researcher, José 
Antonio Lorente at the University 
of Granada, said in the documentary, 
according to Reuters. “And both in 
the Y chromosome (male) and in the 
mitochondrial DNA (transmitted by 
the mother) of Hernando there are 
traits compatible with Jewish origin.”

Whether the findings are accurate 
may never be known. The forensic 
scientists have not yet released 

their raw data, and their report 
was not peer-reviewed before the 
documentary aired, a standard in 
scientific research. A Spanish report 
says the research will appear in an 
international scientific journal in the 
near future.

Researchers who study Columbus 
say the purported findings are of 
only limited significance, even if true: 
DNA evidence would show only 
Jewish heritage, not identity. And 
Columbus’ own writings express 
both Christian beliefs and praise for 
the decree expelling Jews from Spain.

“I encourage people to read his own 
writings to appreciate his complex 
identity — he was an autodidact, who 
took advantage of the explosion of 
knowledge after the birth of printing 
to create an eclectic theology that 
had many Judaic elements — but in 
a deeply Christian, mystical vein,” 
Ronnie Perelis, a Yeshiva University 
professor who has written about 

Sephardic Jews of the era, told the 
Jewish News Syndicate after the 
documentary aired. “Genetics doesn’t 
make someone Jewish.”

Still, the claims add a sheen of 
scientific credibility to longtime 
speculation about Columbus’ 
national origins, which has included 
repeated arguments that he may have 
been Jewish.

Ninety years ago, a prominent 
Spanish historian charged that 
Columbus was not Italian, as had 
long been believed, but Spanish, 
and the son of Marranos, Jews who 
converted to Christianity to escape 
the Spanish Inquisition.

More recently, a Georgetown 
University professor named Estelle 
Irizarry analyzed Columbus’ known 
writings and concluded that marks 
on some pages and other quirks 
suggested that his native tongue 
could have been Ladino, a Jewish 
language.

Others have noted the proximity 
of Columbus’ departure — Aug. 3, 
1492 — to the date on which the 
Alhambra Decree, issued by his 
sponsors King Ferdinand and Queen 
Isabella in March 1492, went into 
effect. The decree gave Jews a choice 
among expulsion, conversion or 
death.

Undisputed is the fact that several 
members of Columbus’ crew were 
Jewish or prominent Marranos.

The new documentary came on 
the Spanish national holiday marking 
Columbus’ exploration. It also came 
on the eve of what was long known as 
Columbus Day in the United States, 
the date chosen to commemorate 
Columbus’ arrival on the continent. 
The date is increasingly known as 
Indigenous People’s Day in honor of 
the native people whose communities, 
health and culture were decimated by 
European expansionism.

Christopher Columbus was genetically Jewish, Spanish researchers say

www.jewishtoledo.org
Now you can use Venmo to make a donation to 

JSFSS and pay for programs, classes, and events! 
Just send to @Toledo-Federation 

in your app or on the Venmo website at venmo.
com and please make sure to state the purpose 

of the payment before submitting. 
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