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The response of international organizations and women’s rights groups to Hamas’ extreme sexual
violence has been shockingly muted. Earlier this week, the Israeli Mission to the United Nations
hosted a special session at the UN to address sexual and gender-based violence in the October 7th
terror attacks and to demand international organizations condemn these depredations as human
rights violations. (Trigger warning: descriptions of sexual assault below).

e Anin-depth report by The Times of London found that committing acts of sexual violence was
part of the stated mission of the Hamas terrorists; further investigations have revealed the
widespread extent of this.

e Anlsraeli police investigator told the Knesset, Israel’s Parliament, that more than 1,500
testimonies of acts of sexual violence, from alleged gang rape to post-mortem mutilation, have
been provided. Disturbing details have been shared by survivors of the Supernova music festival
and described by volunteers who received bodies at the morgue.

e Head of the International Crime Investigations Unit of the Israeli police Meni Binyamin said that
autopsies, forensic evidence, and confessions from captured Hamas terrorists corroborate that
sexual crimes were committed.

e Chair of the Israeli Civil Commission on Oct 7th Crimes by Hamas against Women and Children,
Dr. Cochav Elkayam-Levy, said that the difficulty in completing the investigations will be
extremely challenging as many of the women who were sexually assaulted and raped were
subsequently murdered.

e Despite the UN’s stated commitment to protect women and girls from gender-based violence, it
took The United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women, known as
UN Women, over 50 days to issue a public statement condemning the acts of violence
perpetrated on that day. UN Secretary General Antdonio Guterres waited until November 29th to

issue a statement.

e Last week, a bipartisan group of 80 Members of Congress issued a |letter to UN Women Executive
Director Sima Bahous that expressed outrage over international skepticism and denial of the
atrocities and urged “UN Women to maintain its credibility by publicly denouncing the atrocious
violation of women'’s rights by Hamas terrorists.”

e Asocial media campaign sprouted with hashtags such as #MeTooUnlessUrAlew” and
“#BelievelsraeliWomen.” Social media influencers have joined the condemnation of the
deafening silence; among the most prominent influencers are Sheryl Sandberg and Gal Gadot.

¢ Among those testifying this week was Zaka volunteer Simcha Greiman, who recounted that the
body of one woman had “nails and different objects in her female organs.” In another house, a
person’s genitals were so mutilated that “we couldn’t identify if it was a man or a woman.”

e Hillary Clinton also addressed the UN session by video, saying: "Many women and girls were
attacked brutally on October 7th. We must respond to weaponized sexual violence, wherever it
happens, with absolute condemnation.”


https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjfnamarketing.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fj-l-stuykut-ijhdtrjjit-d%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdaniel%40jewishtoledo.org%7C1e6a114aa9894318520508dbf5e1c186%7C2bbb9f62af8545c08a9a7290b7a00e0e%7C1%7C0%7C638374123114382077%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=agMcujksdLXGeNIKRRu%2BoAgxxDVbHtPUYCa8AD7wWfM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjfnamarketing.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fj-l-stuykut-ijhdtrjjit-h%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdaniel%40jewishtoledo.org%7C1e6a114aa9894318520508dbf5e1c186%7C2bbb9f62af8545c08a9a7290b7a00e0e%7C1%7C0%7C638374123114382077%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yashhzNSSrcqTWNeTAcEfILRVbiYwO%2FyEwBahi55Az0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjfnamarketing.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fj-l-stuykut-ijhdtrjjit-k%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdaniel%40jewishtoledo.org%7C1e6a114aa9894318520508dbf5e1c186%7C2bbb9f62af8545c08a9a7290b7a00e0e%7C1%7C0%7C638374123114382077%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=z39hdyFwM6XRgmDv4TKG3M6T%2BWb5X6Dm1KEPx0E7Pbg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjfnamarketing.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fj-l-stuykut-ijhdtrjjit-u%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdaniel%40jewishtoledo.org%7C1e6a114aa9894318520508dbf5e1c186%7C2bbb9f62af8545c08a9a7290b7a00e0e%7C1%7C0%7C638374123114538354%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Rgv1JnA7l5oqfWWMT2XEu%2Fs1lXMDZMFlfjjwvO5uVaw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjfnamarketing.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fj-l-stuykut-ijhdtrjjit-o%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdaniel%40jewishtoledo.org%7C1e6a114aa9894318520508dbf5e1c186%7C2bbb9f62af8545c08a9a7290b7a00e0e%7C1%7C0%7C638374123114538354%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FHD0EZwwwOzYR2EAB%2FV%2BlxVrvA3WtpZ%2BcgDop2FWERM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjfnamarketing.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fj-l-stuykut-ijhdtrjjit-b%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdaniel%40jewishtoledo.org%7C1e6a114aa9894318520508dbf5e1c186%7C2bbb9f62af8545c08a9a7290b7a00e0e%7C1%7C0%7C638374123114538354%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=bFnYHNg8OX6cshPZ1R1By%2BX8%2BKYF65tUxC2e8Ik8AKQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjfnamarketing.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fj-l-stuykut-ijhdtrjjit-n%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdaniel%40jewishtoledo.org%7C1e6a114aa9894318520508dbf5e1c186%7C2bbb9f62af8545c08a9a7290b7a00e0e%7C1%7C0%7C638374123114538354%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A%2Fv59Od7BmrKUtXNOTXNRLp8mgw89djTSI7Lwf40%2F4A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjfnamarketing.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fj-l-stuykut-ijhdtrjjit-p%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdaniel%40jewishtoledo.org%7C1e6a114aa9894318520508dbf5e1c186%7C2bbb9f62af8545c08a9a7290b7a00e0e%7C1%7C0%7C638374123114538354%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lbvB0Lm662p4I5EDZ2XW4kFFKPwE8k1R5lh5IPLnTIU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjfnamarketing.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fj-l-stuykut-ijhdtrjjit-m%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdaniel%40jewishtoledo.org%7C1e6a114aa9894318520508dbf5e1c186%7C2bbb9f62af8545c08a9a7290b7a00e0e%7C1%7C0%7C638374123114538354%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=n4yAUab75vJB0%2FvtFqOgHNb20vU%2Bdjj09yXdpOOFgbU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjfnamarketing.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fj-l-stuykut-ijhdtrjjit-c%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdaniel%40jewishtoledo.org%7C1e6a114aa9894318520508dbf5e1c186%7C2bbb9f62af8545c08a9a7290b7a00e0e%7C1%7C0%7C638374123114538354%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jFqEWBPW%2BSjY98sWBkPA589x95lHgR98Lgtn%2BEC7hBg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjfnamarketing.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fj-l-stuykut-ijhdtrjjit-q%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdaniel%40jewishtoledo.org%7C1e6a114aa9894318520508dbf5e1c186%7C2bbb9f62af8545c08a9a7290b7a00e0e%7C1%7C0%7C638374123114538354%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7FtozoNjDkaY%2BmoqvoQ%2FO0xQCCHYFNGgCZytcYPgEFo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjfnamarketing.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fj-l-stuykut-ijhdtrjjit-a%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdaniel%40jewishtoledo.org%7C1e6a114aa9894318520508dbf5e1c186%7C2bbb9f62af8545c08a9a7290b7a00e0e%7C1%7C0%7C638374123114538354%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2F9mB2Iebpklzsv59Gq4OQKVnOp0KCb3JFJe7v1Xapu0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjfnamarketing.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fj-l-stuykut-ijhdtrjjit-f%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdaniel%40jewishtoledo.org%7C1e6a114aa9894318520508dbf5e1c186%7C2bbb9f62af8545c08a9a7290b7a00e0e%7C1%7C0%7C638374123114538354%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AExhGIGQIE8oUBP3VTZcQSwcC9TcXyPhy54QlM24fwI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjfnamarketing.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fj-l-stuykut-ijhdtrjjit-z%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdaniel%40jewishtoledo.org%7C1e6a114aa9894318520508dbf5e1c186%7C2bbb9f62af8545c08a9a7290b7a00e0e%7C1%7C0%7C638374123114538354%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KybXr%2FpUUD%2BryjNzNPHf3jN2vsyZajjr1fzKzQXKO0Y%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjfnamarketing.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fj-l-stuykut-ijhdtrjjit-v%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdaniel%40jewishtoledo.org%7C1e6a114aa9894318520508dbf5e1c186%7C2bbb9f62af8545c08a9a7290b7a00e0e%7C1%7C0%7C638374123114538354%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8Gx%2BlVVCQdGDxFjZIjKi0FmzKHuRj0Gwx8T%2B4BacXnU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjfnamarketing.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fj-l-stuykut-ijhdtrjjit-e%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdaniel%40jewishtoledo.org%7C1e6a114aa9894318520508dbf5e1c186%7C2bbb9f62af8545c08a9a7290b7a00e0e%7C1%7C0%7C638374123114538354%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IX5TYSu%2B2NgOudvnk3%2B06JFl%2BuPNUFOqt5vVpjOul3c%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjfnamarketing.cmail19.com%2Ft%2Fj-l-stuykut-ijhdtrjjit-g%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdaniel%40jewishtoledo.org%7C1e6a114aa9894318520508dbf5e1c186%7C2bbb9f62af8545c08a9a7290b7a00e0e%7C1%7C0%7C638374123114538354%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iwi3irvh2IGDoWj7HWGf9uISj9oKeMKN6FoRM0llYoA%3D&reserved=0

12/6/23 update Toledo JCRC

e Grave concern remains over the hostages still in captivity. State Department Spokesman
Matthew Miller said that the department has “seen the reports that Hamas has committed
sexual violence, they’ve committed rape, we have no reason at all to doubt those reports” and
suggested that one of the reasons Hamas broke last week’s extended humanitarian pause and
apparently does not want to release the remaining women hostages is because “they don't want
those women to be able to talk about what happened to them during their time in custody.”

e Jewish Federations are appalled by the lack of response from the international community and
demand these crimes be investigated as human rights violations. We expect human rights
activists to condemn these war crimes.
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