
Shining Light Awards

Created in 2019 to recognize outstanding 
community volunteers who find meaning 
and reward in giving of their time and 
energy for the greater good of Jewish 
Federation and Foundation of Greater 
Toledo (JFGT).

Marjorie Siegel Jewish 
Communal Service Award 
of Excellence

Established to recognize an outstanding 
Jewish communal employee or volunteer 
for their leadership in promoting Jewish 
values and improving Jewish life, the 
award acknowledges valuable contributions of the recipient 
and the deep appreciation of the Board of Directors and staff 
of JFGT. Margie was the long-time principal of the David S. 
Stone Hebrew Academy and a passionate supporter of Jewish 
education. She exemplified community service.

Nancy Newbury Spirit of 
Jewish Family Service Award

Each year, in its role as the social services 
and safety net for Toledo’s Jewish 
community, Jewish Senior, Family and 
Social Services recognizes a volunteer who 
embodies the spirit and compassion of 
the JFS mission with the Nancy Newbury 
Spirit of Jewish Family Service Award. Nancy was the outstanding 
Executive Director of Jewish Family Service for 3 decades.
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Jewish Toledo celebrates its own with Annual Awards

Each year, Jewish Federation & Foundation of Greater Toledo proudly 
recognizes the individuals, volunteers, organizations, and young leaders 
whose dedication strengthens Jewish life in our community. � e 2026 

Annual Awards celebrate those who generously give their time, talents, and 
compassion to others. � eir leadership, service, and commitment embody the 
values that make Jewish Toledo a close knit, caring, and resilient community. 
� is year’s honorees remind us that every act of service, whether quiet or widely 
recognized, helps ensure our community continues to grow and thrive for 
generations to come.

Bob Wick Community 
Service Award

Established in 1998 to recognize 
Robert Wick, a great friend and 
supporter of the Jewish community, 
the award recognizes businesses, 
corporations, and companies that 
provide exemplary support to Jewish 
Toledo. Past recipients include Huntington Bank, the Sylvania 
Township Police, Meijer, Sautter’s Market, Trust Company 
Family Offices, An Affair to Remember, and Guardian Angels 
Home Health Care, Inc.

Toledo Jewish Community 
Foundation Endowment 
Achievement Award

The Toledo Jewish Community 
Foundation Endowment Achievement 
Award recognizes outstanding efforts 
that help to grow and support our 
Foundation Endowment.

TOM AND JAN KASLE 

ERIKA BURI AND OLANDER

JOEL EPSTEIN

DEVORAH SHULAMIT

FRAN WEINBLATT

See full bios and 
quotes from our 
award winners 
in the Jewish Federation & 
Foundation of Greater 
Toledo Annual Report, 
exclusively digital this year. 
The link will be published 
online at the end of August 
at www.jewishtoledo.org and 
debut at the Annual Meeting 
on Sunday, August 30.
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Yom HaShoah
Holocaust Remembrance Day

Community Observance
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Sunday, August 30, 2026
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Books will be available for 
purchase at the event, and 
Sarah Hurwitz will be signing 
copies.
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Young Volunteer Awards
Established in 1999, the High School Leadership Award 
recognizes exceptional high school students from each local 
synagogue, the local BBYO chapter, and Friendship Circle.

SOPHIA CHERNOW 
(CONGREGATION B’NAI ISRAEL)

GABRIEL GREEN
(TEMPLE SHOMER EMUNIM)

COBIN KATZ
(BBYO)

CLINT LINGAN
(FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE)

See full bios and quotes from our award winners in the 
Jewish Federation & Foundation of Greater Toledo Annual 
Report, exclusively digital this year. The link will be published 
online at the end of August at www.jewishtoledo.org and 
debut at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, August 30.

“Being part of a congregation so 
central to my family feels incredibly 
meaningful... [B’nai Israel] has truly 
become a second home.”

Sophia Chernow

“I want Jewish Toledo to be a place where 
everyone can come together to have 
fun and create strong relationships. 
I hope our local BBYO chapter can 
become a place for all Jewish teens in 
Toledo to develop connections while 
expressing their Judaism.”

Cobin Katz

“I hope to keep the youth close to 
one another in order to make them 
want to continue being a part of 
Jewish Toledo.”

Gabriel Green

“I hope that Jewish Toledo remains a 
safe and accepting place for all people 
that wish to experience it.”

Clint Lingan
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Mary Elizabeth Williams
AIDA

Brendan Boyle
RADAMES

Lauren Decker
AMNERIS

For Tickets
419-255-7464 or
toledoopera.org

12th Toledo Jewish Film Festival concludes

The 12th Toledo Jewish Film 
Festival once again brought 
our community together 

through the power of storytelling, 
welcoming audiences for � ve 
memorable evenings of acclaimed 
� lms that explored Jewish history, 
identity, resilience, humor, and 

family. From June 15 through 
July 13, attendees gathered each 
Monday evening to experience 
thought-provoking documentaries, 
heartwarming dramas, and engaging 
comedies that sparked meaningful 
conversations long after the credits 
rolled.

� is year’s festival o� ered special 
guest appearances, including 
� lmmaker Sherise Dorf following 
� e Everything Pot and a live Zoom 
Q&A with Mitchell Etess after We Met 
at Grossinger’s, giving audiences the 
opportunity to hear � rsthand from 
the creative voices and individuals 
connected to the stories on screen. 
� e festival’s welcoming atmosphere, 
themed concessions, and fascinating 
post-� lm discussions created a 
shared experience that celebrated 
both Jewish culture and the universal 
themes that connect us all.

� e Toledo Jewish Film Festival 
continues to ful� ll its mission of 
bringing high-quality Jewish cinema 
to northwest Ohio with � lms that 
are often only available in larger 
metropolitan areas. By presenting 

stories from around the world that 
entertain, educate, and inspire, the 
festival strengthens connections 
within our community while 
fostering greater understanding of 
the richness and diversity of Jewish 
life. We are grateful to our sponsors, 
volunteers, and everyone who joined 
us in making another successful 
festival possible, and we look forward 
to welcoming audiences back next 
year.

� e 12th Toledo Jewish Film Festival 
was generously sponsored in part 
by the Stu & Jojo Goldberg Donor 
Advised Fund, the Jack, Jr. and Nora 
Romano�  Donor Advised Fund, 
and the Dr. Michael A. & Catherine 
Gordon Philanthropic Fund, all 
held at the Toledo Jewish Community 
Foundation.
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The iconic crest worn by Messi and Argentina’s soccer 

team was designed by a Jewish superfan 50 years ago
JUAN MELAMED | JTA

BUENOS AIRES — Soccer fans 
around the world are familiar with the 
crest worn by Argentina and its star 
Lionel Messi: a vertical shield with 
laurel branches symbolizing victory 
and glory at the bottom and three 
stars at the top representing the team’s 
three World Cup titles.

But few are aware that the crest 
has its roots in Argentina’s close-knit 
world of Jewish sports clubs, where 
its designer developed his a�nity for 
soccer.

Norberto “Toto” Rud was in his late 
20s and a member of Club Náutico 
Hacoaj, a Jewish club, when he 
proposed the crest in 1976, drawing 
on the branding acumen and graphic 
design skills he would use throughout 
his career as a businessman and 
soccer a�cionado in Buenos Aires.

Rud has long been credited with 
developing the crest after observing 
that while many European soccer 
teams wore distinctive emblems, his 
own beloved Argentina’s jerseys were 
notable only for their sky blue-and-
white colors.

Watching international soccer in 
the era of black-and-white television, 
Rud noticed that supporters could 
instantly recognize teams such as 
West Germany by its eagle or the 
Soviet Union by its CCCP lettering, but 
Argentina could easily be confused 
with clubs wearing similar striped 
shirts. He concluded that the national 
team needed a visual identity equal to 
its footballing tradition.

Rud prepared approximately 20 
design proposals and submitted them 
to the Argentine Football Association, 
in a proposal that reached its 
president and executive committee. 
�e crest made its debut on Nov. 28, 
1976, just days after it was approved, 
in a 0-0 friendly against the Soviet 
Union in Buenos Aires.

Fifty years later, the crest is basically 
unchanged and is one of the most 
widely worn team logos in the world, 
as Messi jerseys are popular across the 
globe.

“As a son and a member of 
the Jewish community and as an 
Argentinean, it’s a source of pride,” 
Toto Rud’s son Oliver Rud told the 
Jewish Telegraphic Agency. He added, 
“Every time I see Argentina’s national 
team crest, it still amazes me.”

Toto Rud got to see Argentina 
wear his crest to two World Cup 
championships, in 1978 and 1986. But 
he did not live to see the third in 2022. 
He died in 2010 at age 61 and is buried 
in Buenos Aires’ La Tablada, Latin 
America’s largest Jewish cemetery.

Oliver Rud said his father’s mother 
came to Argentina from Ukraine, a 
common pathway for Jewish migrants 
in the �rst half of the 20th century. 
Toto Rud was born in March 1948 and 
was a longtime member of Hacoaj, 
where he played club soccer himself.

Founded in 1935 by Jewish 
immigrants to Buenos Aires, Club 

Náutico Hacoaj is a sports and cultural 
club with around 10,000 members 
and �ve facilities, one in Buenos Aires 
city and four in Tigre, a city in the 
north of the Buenos Aires province. 
Hacoaj, which means “strength” in 
Hebrew, has been the launch pad 
for a number of prominent Jewish 
athletes, including tennis star Diego 
Schwartzmann. Oliver Rud said a tree 
dedicated to his father is planted on 
Hacoaj’s sprawling campus.

“For Hacoaj, it is a tremendous 
source of pride that one of our 
members was the creator of the 
Argentine Football Association’s 
crest,” the club’s president, Osvaldo 
Ofman, told JTA. “His design not only 
represents the jersey of the Argentina 
national team, the [2022] World Cup 
champions, but also gives us the 
feeling that a small part of Hacoaj and 
the Jewish community lives on in an 
emblem recognized around the world.”

Argentina faced o� in the Round 
of 16 against Egypt, whose coach 
Hossam Hassan waved a Palestinian 
�ag after previously defeating 
Australia in a 4-2 shootout. Footage 
of him walking across the �eld with 
the �ag while chants of “Free, free 
Palestine” were heard quickly went 
viral. In a post-match interview, 
Hassan said his “heart and soul” 
were with the Palestinian people and 
dedicated the win to both Egyptians 
and Palestinians.

�e match represented something 
of a de facto Israeli-Palestinian 
showdown in a tournament in 
which neither the Israelis nor the 
Palestinians are playing. In addition 
to the show of support for the 
Palestinians from Egypt, the Argentine 
government staunchly supports 
Israel, which Messi, a Catholic, has 
visited. And a recent poll by an Israeli 
magazine found that Argentina 
was the clear favorite among Israeli 
World Cup viewers, named by 38% of 
respondents as the team they hope 
wins the tournament.

�e knockout game came a 
decade after Messi ignited a backlash 
in Egypt after announcing on an 
Egyptian television program that he 
was donating his shoes to a charity 
in Cairo. Presenters on the TV show 
accused Messi of being Jewish and 
aligned with Israel, which he had 
visited three years earlier.

“I know he’s Jewish, he donated 
to Israel and visited the Wailing 
Wall and whatever,” then-Egyptian 
Football Federation spokesman Azmi 
Mogahed phoned in to say. “We don’t 
need his shoes and Egypt’s poor don’t 
need help from someone with Jewish 
or Zionist citizenship.” Mogahed died 
in 2020.

Messi, who plays for Inter Miami 
during the regular season, is 39 and is 
widely expected not to play in another 
World Cup after this one, meaning 
that Argentina’s loss might have 
been his last game in international 

competition (Editor’s note: Argentina 
lost to Spain 1-0 in the World Cup 
�nal on Sunday, July 19).

For Oliver Rud, the game was an 
opportunity to re�ect not only on 
Messi’s contributions but on his 
father’s, as well.

“Every time I see Argentina’s 
national team crest, it still amazes 

me,” he said. “In fact, my brother 
Guido and I were just talking about it 
the other day — how incredible it is to 
think that Toto designed the crest for 
the national team some 50 years ago. 
It’s really extraordinary. Every time 
I see the crest, I feel a little piece of 
him in my heart. It’s a beautiful way to 
remember him.”

The crest worn by members of Argentina’s national soccer team, including #10 Lionel Messi, was 
designed by a Jewish soccer fan named Norberto “Toto” Rud in 1976. Messi is seen here during a 
World Cup game on June 22, 2026.| Paul Ellis / AFP via Getty Images
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Pesach Prep: A Passover Primer

Batya Kahan is a noted New York-based kosher caterer whose 
company, Batya’s Kitchen (batyaskitchen.com), also ships 

frozen foods nationwide. She’s just published her first cookbook – 
Pesach Secrets from Batya’s Kitchen – and it’s the kind of 
comprehensive resource that could certainly become a classic, like 
The Joy of Cooking or anything from the Joan Nathan collection.

As the author points out, “Each recipe, 
each note, each preparation isn’t just 
about food – it’s about elevating the table 
into a royal feast of redemption.” So, with 
this book, Batya is coaching you and 
cheering you on to make sure that your 
Passover celebration is more about the joy 
than the oy, despite the amount of work 
involved in making the magic happen.

Sure, there are enticing dishes 
that have been beautifully styled and 
photographed by Faigy Cohen and Chay 
Berger, respectively – what’s a cookbook 
without tried-and-true favorite recipes? 

But Pesach Secrets o� ers so very 
much more than that. It essentially 
provides a way for Batya to hold your 
hand from a distance and support you 
through your Pesach prep – from setting 
menus to shopping for ingredients, from 
selecting options for the seder plate 
(potatoes, celery, or parsley as karpas?) 
to transporting food to someone else’s 
house, and from reheating dishes 
that were e�  ciently cooked ahead of 
time to setting a gorgeous table. You’ll 
� nd inspiration and guidance that 
will be valuable whether it’s your � rst 

time hosting seder or your 36th. (� e 
“Countdown to Pesach” page even 
includes a QR code to bring up a printable 
checklist so thorough that there are 
reminders to change your faucet’s water 
� lter, to eliminate any last potential traces 
of chametz, and also to buy antacids.)

� is is a one-stop shopping, cleaning, 
cooking, polishing, praying, memory-
sharing, diet-accommodating, chore-
delegating guide full of helpful hints, 
because, as Batya notes, planning ahead 
and being prepared is “how peace � lls the 
kitchen and joy � lls the home.”

Pesach may be a happy occasion 
that celebrates freedom, but it is also 
admittedly a time of dietary deprivation – 
no Barry’s bagels, no thick-crusted 
Detroit-style pizza, and perhaps (for those 
who don’t eat kitnyot) no corn tortillas, no 
hummus, no fried rice, and no schmears 
of mustard on anything. To quote an old 
Elton John song, to many it feels “sad, so 
sad – it’s a sad, sad situation.”

But Batya’s cookbook is full of 
deliciously creative possibilities to 
broaden your Passover horizons, 
whether for seder or for the entirety of 

the holiday. Lamb Chili with Avocado 
Mousse. Pastrami Caesar Salad, with 
crispy � eishig “croutons.” Poutine-
adjacent Loaded Pulled Brisket Fries 
drizzled with spicy mayo. A sweet-sour 
Silan Flanken Roast baked low and slow 
with a garlicky date syrup. Funfetti Ice 
Cream Sandwiches. And a S’mores Pie so 
decadent that it “will shock everyone,” she 
writes, “when they realize it’s Pesachdik, 
gluten-free, and non gebrokts” (as are all 
of the 150+ recipes in the book).

While Batya’s Kitchen is designed 
as a Pesach guide, the resourceful tips 
about freezing and reheating prepared 
foods, the discussion of kashrut symbols, 
the recommendations for cooking and 
baking equipment, and – especially – the 
abundance of tempting recipes make this 
a book that can be used all year long.

� e “Blintz Bar” chapter with sweet 
and savory � lling options, plus a pictorial 
guide to folding the stu� ed crêpes like 
a pro, would be tremendously helpful 
at Shavuot. � e assorted apple recipes, 
along with ones for Autumn Butternut 
Squash Soup, Citrus Beet Salad, Maple-
Glazed Rainbow Carrots, and Hot Honey 

Crispy Drumsticks o� er inspiration 
for the High Holidays. Five varieties of 
latkes – potato, spinach, sweet potato, 
vegetable, and zucchini – will ensure 
something for everyone’s taste at 
Hanukkah. And, of course, any of the 
dishes would be a beautiful addition to 
your Shabbat table.

“My hope is with this cookbook at your 
side,” Batya writes, “you’ll be able to host a 
beautiful and memorable meal – from the 
� rst dip to the last sip (of tea).”

Mary Bilyeu is Senior Community Relations & 
Program Specialist at Jewish Federation of 
Greater Toledo.

DISCLAIMER
Letters, commentaries, opinions and advertisements appearing 
in the Toledo Jewish News reflect the views and thoughts of the 
writer and/or advertiser and do not necessarily represent the 
opinions or views of the Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo, its 
board of directors, officers or employees unless explicitly stated.

MARY BILYEU
  mary@jewishtoledo.org 

Holocaust Remembrance Day
Community Observance 
Tuesday, April 14, 2026 | 27 Nisan 5786
7 p.m. | FREE | Location TBA*

Commemorate Yom HaShoah with the
Toledo Jewish community. Hear Roy Büchler, JCRC Director, discuss 
“My Family’s Holocaust Story: A Third Generation Perspective.”

Registration required by Monday, April 13 at https://jftoledo.fcsuite.
com/erp/donate/list/ticket or with Mary Bilyeu at 419-724-0405
or mary@jewishtoledo.org.

* For the safety and security of our community, the location
will be shared with registrants prior to the event.

Hear Roy Büchler, 
JCRC Director, 
discuss “My Family’s 
Holocaust Story: A 
Third Generation 
Perspective.”

Yom HaShoah
Save the Date

Ruth Fajerman
Markowicz

Holocaust Resource Center
of Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo

Sponsored by:
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Why We Should Be Winter Ready!
DAVE TULLIS
Security Director

 dave@jewishtoledo.org

Being Winter Ready means understanding winter risks you 
face and taking steps to prepare. 

• Sixty-three percent of temperature-
related deaths are attributable to 
cold exposure.

• Home heating is the second leading 
cause of home �res, and winter is 
when most home �res happen. 

• Travel during the winter has unique 
risks, especially if you travel by car.

PREVENTING HOUSE HEATING 
FIRES

Although trending downward since 
the early 1980s, heating �res remained 
the second leading cause of home �res in 
2023. An estimated 32,200 home heating 
�res were reported to �re departments 
within the United States. �ese �res 
caused an estimated 190 deaths, 625 
injuries, and $442 million in property 
loss.

• Keep anything that can burn at 
least three feet from all heat sources 
including �replaces, wood stoves, 
radiators, portable heaters, or 
candles.

• Always plug space heaters directly 
into an outlet, and make sure its 
cord isn’t damaged or frayed.

• Never use an oven to heat your 
home.

• Maintain heating equipment and 
chimneys by having them cleaned 
and inspected each year by a 
professional.

TIPS ON KEEPING AN OLDER 
ADULT SAFE DURING THE WINTER 
MONTHS.

• Engage your support network if you 
need help clearing ice and snow 
from your property so you can keep 
outside walkways and steps clear of 
snow and ice.

• Low lighting is a major cause of 
falls, so make sure there is enough 
lighting outdoors, especially near 
walkways and stairs.

• Have the name and contact 
information of a nearby family 
member or friend who can regularly 
check in on you.

• Make sure your steps are sturdy and 
have textured grip to reduce falls if 
the weather is icy or wet.

• If you use walking aids such as a 
cane, walker, or a wheelchair, dry 
the wheels or tips of each before 
entering your home.

• Keep a small table or shelf near 
the entry door to put items while 
unlocking the door. �is reduces 
distractions and dangers of slipping 
or tripping while trying to enter 
your home.

• If your home’s main entrance is 
often icy during the winter months, 
use a di�erent entrance if you can. 
Stay warm by dressing warmly and 

remember to eat enough food to 
keep yourself at a healthy weight.

STAY SAFE DURING WINTER 
TRAVEL

Travel during the winter has unique 
risks, especially if you travel by car. 
Being prepared can help you “expect the 
unexpected” so your trip isn’t ruined by 
common problems travelers face in the 
winter.

KNOW BEFORE YOU GO
• From blizzards, to avalanches, to 

ice storms, be aware of the winter 
risks in places you visit. Check 
the local weather forecasts and 
warnings before heading out. 
Visit National Weather Service for 
up-to-date forecasts.

• Check your local weather and tra�c 
reports before heading out.

• If your roads are not in good shape, 
consider postponing non-essential 
travel until the roads are cleared. 
If you do have to go out, make 
sure you are prepared in case you 
become delayed while traveling.

• Tell others your route and 
anticipated arrival time.

• Make sure your vehicle is in good 
working condition before you travel.

• Keep your gas tank as full as you 
can. A full tank will also keep the 
fuel line from freezing.

• Install good winter tires and make 
sure they have enough tread, or any 
chains or studs required in your 
local area.

• When driving, increase your 
following distance from 3-4 seconds 
to 5-6 seconds. It takes longer to 
slow down and stop on icy roads.

• Every vehicle should have 
an emergency supply kit in the 
trunk. Kits should be checked 
every six months and expired items 
should be replaced regularly.

• Keep family and emergency phone 
numbers, including your auto 
insurance provider and a towing 
company, in your phone.

• Consider keeping a power bank for 
your phone in your car in case your 
car loses power.

• If stranded, run the engine for about 
10 minutes per hour to run the 
heater and charge your cellphone. 
Open a window slightly to let fresh 
air in and avoid carbon monoxide 
(CO) poisoning.

POWER OUTAGES
Winter storms may bring power 

outages that can disrupt things like 
communications, utilities, transportation, 
stores, gas stations, and ATMs and 
prevent your ability to use electrically 
powered medical devices. It’s important 

to be prepared for power outages.

DURING OUTAGES
• Keep freezers and refrigerators 

closed. �row away any food that 
has been exposed to temperatures 
40 degrees or higher for two hours 
or more, or that has an unusual 
odor, color, or texture.

• If you use a generator, ONLY use it 
outdoors and away from windows.

• Do not use a gas stove or oven to 
heat your home.

• Disconnect appliances and 
electronics to avoid damage from 
electrical surges.

• Have alternate plans for 
refrigerating medicines or using 
power-dependent medical devices.

• Go to a community location with 
power if the cold is extreme and you 
can’t heat your home.

Winter is a beautiful time of year, �lled 
with opportunities for fun activities like 
skiing, ice skating, and cozy nights by the 

�re. However, it’s essential to prioritize 
safety during the cold months to fully 
enjoy the season. Make sure to dress in 
layers to keep warm and protect yourself 
from frostbite, especially when spending 
extended periods outdoors. Stay 
hydrated and maintain a balanced diet to 
support your immune system, as colder 
weather can make you more susceptible 
to illness. Additionally, be cautious of icy 
sidewalks and roads to prevent slips and 
falls. By following all these safety tips, 
you can embrace the joys of winter while 
ensuring your well-being throughout the 
season.

DISCLAIMER
Letters, commentaries, opinions and advertisements 
appearing in the Toledo Jewish News reflect the views 
and thoughts of the writer and/or advertiser and do not 
necessarily represent the opinions or views of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Toledo, its board of directors, 
officers or employees unless explicitly stated.
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New JFGT Security Policy

& Foundation& Foundation& F
Jewish FJewish FJ ederationewish Federationewish F

Purpose
To help ensure the safety and security of all attendees 

while fostering an environment of openness and community 
engagement, this policy outlines procedures for event 
registration, attendance, and security. 

Registration Procedures
Individual Registration Required:

All attendees must register individually through our designated 
online registration form or directly with Jewish Federation and 
Foundation of Greater Toledo staff registrations.

Complete Data Collection:
Registrants are required to provide accurate contact 

information, including full name, phone number, and email 
address. For guests or additional attendees, the primary registrant 
must add each guest’s details separately.

Verification & Confirmation:
Registrants will receive a confirmation email and the location 

of the event after registration. 

Guest Policy:
Attendees need to register all guests in advance. Same-day or 

walk-in registrations may be limited or declined based on security 
considerations.

Prohibited Items
Weapons of any kind under any circumstance 

Alcohol, illegal drugs, or substances (including drug paraphernalia)
All glass items

Bags over 18”x 12”x 8”, camelbacks, Bota bags, and flasks
Signs, flags, banners, posters, or balloons

Flammable liquids or aerosol cans
Other items as deemed inappropriate 
by the Security Director or event staff

Jewish Federation & Foundation of Greater Toledo 
implements new emergency communication system
DAVE TULLIS 

dave@jewishtoledo.org

Making use of LiveSecure funding, Jewish 
Federation & Foundation of Greater 
Toledo (JFGT) is taking a signi� cant 

step to advance the community’s 
safety and security. Before the end 
of this year, JFGT will implement 
the Secure Community 
Network (SCN) Alert mass 
communication system.

SCN is the Jewish community’s 
o�  cial safety and security 
organization in North America. 

According to Dave Tullis, JFGT Security Director, 
the SCN Alert system is designed to deliver 
critical, real-time notifications during both 
natural and man-made emergencies. Whether the 
threat involves severe weather, an active security 
situation, or a public health emergency, SCN Alert 
ensures that accurate and timely information 
is shared directly with key community leaders 
— including synagogue leaders, JFGT sta� , and 
members of the Community Security Committee. 
� ese leaders will then be able to quickly share 
information to their respective constituents, 
ensuring that the community receives the 
guidance needed to stay safe and informed.

WHY SCN ALERT MATTERS
In today’s world, timely and accurate 

information can keep people from harm and save 
lives. � e SCN Alert system allows thousands of 
people to be noti� ed within seconds through text 
messages, phone calls, emails, and mobile app 
alerts. Unlike traditional communications, which 
may be delayed or fragmented, this system ensures 
that alerts come from a trusted, consistent, and 
authoritative source.

THE BENEFITS INCLUDE:
• Enhanced safety and awareness: Rapid 

alerts allow the community to take immediate 
protective action.

• Multi-channel communication: Messages are 
sent across multiple platforms, ensuring the 
widest possible reach.

• Targeted notifications: Alerts can be sent to 
speci� c groups, such as JFGT team members, 
boards, and YMCA sta� ; Toledo congregational 
leadership; and the Community Security 
Committee, reducing confusion and alert fatigue.

• Two-way communication: Recipients can 
con� rm they received messaging or request 
assistance, helping coordinators identify who 
still needs support.

• Proactive preparedness: By keeping 
community members informed before, during, 

and after incidents, SCN Alert helps families, 
institutions, and synagogues make quick 
decisions to protect lives and property.

• Community resilience and cohesion:
� e system promotes collaboration among 
security personnel, volunteers, and community 
members, creating a united and prepared 
response during emergencies.

• Empowering our institutions: Schools, 
synagogues, and community centers can 
coordinate safety measures more e�  ciently, 
ensuring continuity of programs and events even 
during challenging situations.

• Enhanced situational awareness: Alerts not 
only notify about immediate dangers but also 
provide guidance for next steps, helping the 
community respond thoughtfully and e� ectively.

• Supporting growth and engagement: When 
community members feel safe and informed, 
they are more likely to participate in cultural, 
educational, and social programs, allowing 
Jewish life in Toledo to thrive and grow.

• Peace of mind: Knowing there is a reliable, fast, 
and trusted communication system in place 
gives families and institutions con� dence that 
help is available when needed.

Dave Tullis 

COMMUNICATION | CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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JEWISH FEDERATION AND FOUNDATION OF 
GREATER TOLEDO TRIBUTES AND MEMORIALS:

We gratefully acknowledge the following Tributes and Memorials to JFGT and TJCF funds. Tributes and Memorials can be made 
by contacting Barb at 419-724-0357, barb@jewishtoledo.org or Monique at 419-724-0386, monique@jewishtoledo.org. 

Received between May 14, 2026 - July 13, 2026

Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo
In Honor of Julie Romanoff’s Bat Mitzvah
• Ms. Terri Albert and Mr. Thomas Meyers +
• Ms. Susan Richards #

In Honor of Chuck Pokross’ Special Birthday
• Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kasle #

In Honor of Cathy Sperling’s Special Birthday
• Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kasle #

Arleen R. Levine TJCF Fund for 
Donor Stewardship
In Memory of Marvin and Marilyn Jacobs
• Mr. and Mrs. Jon Levine ^

Jewish Senior, Family, & Social Services - 
Food Pantry
In Memory of Marvin and Marilyn Jacobs
• Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth Newbury ^
• Mr. and Mrs. Beryl Ravin +

In Honor of Sheryl Levin
• Dr. and Mrs. Howard Rosenberg ++

Jewish Community LiveSecure Fund
In Memory of Irma Sheon
• Sheon-Fishman Charitable Fund ++++

Jewish Senior, Family & Social Services Fund
In Honor of Jewish Senior, Family & Social Services
• Ms. Robin Hayward Stone ++
Marvin and Marilyn Jacobs JFS Pantry 
& Welfare Fund
In Memory of Marvin and Marilyn Jacobs
• The Becker and Barrett Families, Susan, Betsy, Jody, 

Steve, Dani and Jamie ++++
• Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Klumb ++
• Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Rothschild +

Meijer Simply Give
In Honor of Sheryl Levin
• Anonymous ++++

Ross Treuhaft Special Needs Spirituality Fund
In Memory of Barbara Treuhaft
• Dr. Eli Abramson and Ms. Nora Romanoff ^
• Charles and Janice Antal ++
• Mrs. Nancy Beren #
• David and Wilma DiManna +++
• Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Kasle #
• Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Klumb +
• Mr. and Mrs. Lonnie Meridieth +
• Mr. Alan Newell and Ms. Heidi Schultz ++
• The Rosen Family ++

• Rothlisberger Family Charitable Fund ++++
• Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Rothschild #
• Jay Sepanski and Becky Irvine +++
• Ms. Catherine Sheets ++
• Peter and Marcia Silverman Philanthropic Fund +++
• Sally Skutch Bloom +
• Mr. Daniel Steinberg +++
• Terry and Joanne M. Stiger ++++
• Beth Treuhaft ++++
• Rick and Tina Zdrada +++
• Mr. Mark Zyndorf ++

Toledo Jewish Community Cemetery 
Association Fund
In Memory of Isadore A. Shapiro
• Michele Gitlin +++

Toledo Jewish News accepts ads, artwork 
and all editorial copy by disc or email only, at 
abby@JewishToledo.org. Photographs and 
discs may also be dropped off at the Toledo 
Jewish News office. Thank you for your 
cooperation.

Make your contribution to the Annual 
Campaign online at www.JewishToledo.org

(ISSN 0040-9081)
Toledo Jewish News is published 11 times per year, by Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo,  6465 Sylvania 
Avenue, Sylvania, Ohio  43560. Toledo Jewish News invites correspondence on subjects of interest to the 
Jewish community, but disclaims responsibility for any endorsement of the views or opinions expressed 
by contributing writers. All submissions become the  property of Toledo Jewish News. Submissions will 
be edited for accuracy, brevity and clarity and are subject to verification. Toledo Jewish News reserves 
the right to refuse any submissions. Toledo Jewish News  does not guarantee the kashrut of any of its 
advertisers. The appearance of advertising, in the Toledo Jewish News print or digital media, does not 
constitute an endorsement of the advertisers or their products and services by Toledo Jewish News, 
Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo and its affiliated agencies. Product and services information is 
based solely on material received from suppliers. Opinions published in the Commentary section are 
those of the author(s) and do not necessarily represent the views or opinions of JFGT, its employees, 
officers, and directors.
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Financial assistance for programs
DISCREET FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE FOR JEWISH TOLEDO ACTIVITIES

We understand that each person’s � nancial situation is di� erent, and 
cost can be a barrier for participation in various activities. We don’t want 
program fees to be an obstacle for you or your family to attend our events or 
participate in our programs. Assistance is available and con� dential. For more 
information, please contact Ben at 419-724-0408 or ben@jewishtoledo.org.

JEWISH FEDERATION & FOUNDATION OF GREATER TOLEDO’S CANCELLATION POLICY

� e Jewish Federation & Foundation of Greater Toledo (JFGT) cancellation 
policy is established to ensure a fair and transparent process for participants 
who need to cancel their registration for JFGT events. Our primary goal is 
to accommodate all participants while managing the logistical aspects of 
each event e�  ciently. � is policy will generally apply to JFGT events unless 
otherwise stated in connection with the registration for the event.

POLICY:

Participants who wish to cancel their registration for any events must do 
so by 48 hours prior to the event. Cancellations made after this date may 
result in forfeiture of the registration fee.

To cancel your registration for any event, please send an email to 
sherry@jewishtoledo.org with the subject line "Cancellation: [Your Name]". 
Include your full name, registration information, and a brief reason for the 
cancellation in the email.

Make sure to send the cancellation request before the 48-hour deadline. 
Cancellations made on or before the 48-hour deadline are eligible for a full 
refund of the registration fee.

Cancellations made after the 48-hour deadline may not be eligible for a 
refund. However, Jewish Federation & Foundation of Greater Toledo may 
consider exceptional circumstances on a case-by-case basis.

If you are unable to attend any Federation-sponsored event after 
the cancellation deadline has passed, you may nominate a substitute 
participant at no additional cost. Please notify Sherry Majewski (sherry@
jewishtoledo.org or 419-724-0351) of the substitution at least 24 hours 
before the event. 

Participants who do not attend events without providing prior notice will 
not be eligible for any refunds or substitutions.

If any event is canceled by the Jewish Federation & Foundation of 
Greater Toledo due to circumstances beyond our control, such as a natural 
disaster, pandemic, or other unforeseen events, we will make every e� ort 
to reschedule. If rescheduling is not possible, participants will receive a full 
refund of the registration fee. Jewish Federation & Foundation of Greater 
Toledo is not responsible for any additional costs incurred by participants, 
such as travel or accommodation expenses.

Jewish Federation & Foundation of Greater Toledo reserves the right to 
amend this cancellation policy at any time. Participants will be noti� ed of 
any changes via email or through our o�  cial website.

By registering for any events sponsored by Jewish Federation & Foundation of 
Greater Toledo, participants acknowledge that they have read and understood 
this cancellation policy and agree to abide by its terms and conditions.

JFGT financial assistance and 
cancellation policies for programs

Toledo Jewish News welcomes community submissions, 
including commentary, articles of interest, and historic 

photos. Email materials for consideration to 
abby@jewishtoledo.org.

BE PART OF THE STORY!

T O L E D O

Contribution Category Key
General * $10-$17

 Chai # $18-$24
 Silver ^  $25-$35
 Double Chai +  $36-$49
 Gold ++ $50-$99
 Platinum +++ $100-$249
 Diamond ++++ $250+
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A memorable evening of reflection with Adam Nimoy

JFGT recently honored its Silver 
Circle members, an extraordinary 
group of supporters who have 

contributed to the Annual Campaign 
for 25 consecutive years or more. 
�e evening featured special guest 
Adam Nimoy, who joined attendees 
for dinner before sharing insights 
from his memoir, �e Most Human: 
Reconciling with My Father, Leonard 
Nimoy.

In a candid and moving 
presentation, Adam re�ected on 
growing up with a distant father, and 
spoke about family relationships, 
addiction, recovery, forgiveness, 
and reconciliation. �e program 
concluded with a thoughtful Q&A 
and a dessert reception featuring 
themed, and always delicious, treats 
from Cookiecuterie.

Regular Cemetery hours:
Sunday through Thursday 8 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

Fridays 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Cemeteries close early every Friday at 4 p.m. for Erev Shabbat 
Cemeteries are closed every Saturday for Shabbat 

Toledo Jewish Community Cemetery Association
6465 Sylvania Ave. 

Sylvania, Ohio 43560 
419-724-0404 

BETH SHALOM CEMETERY
420 Otter Creek Rd., Oregon, Ohio 43616

EAGLE POINT CEMETERY
515 Eagle Point Rd. Rossford, Ohio 43460

& Foundation
Jewish Federation

Jewish Holiday Cemetery Closing 
Schedule for Yom Tov 2026

2026 CEMETERY CLOSINGS
BETH SHALOM CEMETERY
420 Otter Creek Rd.
Oregon, Ohio 43616

EAGLE POINT CEMETERY
515 Eagle Point Rd. 
Rossford, Ohio 43460

Cemeteries close early every Friday at 4 p.m. for Erev Shabbat 
Cemeteries are closed every Saturday for Shabbat 

Jewish Holiday Closing Schedule for 2026
Wednesday, April 1, 2026 Erev Passover Close at 4 pm

Thursday, April 2, 2026 Passover I Closed 

Friday, April 3, 2026 Passover II Closed 

Wednesday, April 8, 2026 Passover VII Closed 

Thursday, April 9, 2026 Passover VIII Closed 

Thursday, May 21, 2026 Erev Shavuot Close at 4 pm 

Friday, May 22, 2026 Shavuot I Closed 

Saturday, May 23, 2026 Shavuot II/Shabbat Closed 

Friday, September 11, 2026 Erev Rosh Hashanah Close at 4 pm 

Saturday, September 12, 2026 Rosh Hashanah I/Shabbat Closed 

Sunday, September 13, 2026 Rosh Hashanah II Closed 

Sunday, September 20, 2026 Erev Yom Kippur Close at 4 pm 

Monday, September 21, 2026 Yom Kippur Closed 

Friday, September 25, 2026 Erev Sukkot Close at 4 pm 

Saturday, September 26, 2026 Sukkot I/Shabbat Closed 

Sunday, September 27, 2026 Sukkot II Closed 

Friday, October 2, 2026 Erev Shemini Atzeret Close at 4 pm 

Saturday, October 3, 2026 Shemini Atzeret/Shabbat  Closed 

Sunday, October 4, 2026 Simchat Torah Closed 

Regular Cemetery hours: Sunday through Thursday 8:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

Fridays 8:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Closed Saturdays and on the above dates for Yom Tov 

Toledo Jewish Community Cemetery Association 
6465 Sylvania Ave. 

Sylvania, Ohio 43560 
419.724.0404

JFGT Fall/Winter 2026 Holiday O�ce Closures

SP/JFGT Team Site/Master Forms/2025 Staff Holidays 

2026 Staff Holidays 

Date Day of Week Holiday Office Hours 
January 1, 2026 Thursday New Year’s Day Closed 
January 19, 2026 Monday Mar�n Luther King Day Closed 
April 1, 2026 Wednesday First Seder Closed at 1:00pm 
April 2, 2026 Thursday Passover Closed 
April 3, 2026 Friday Passover Closed 
April 8, 2026 Wednesday Passover Closed 
April 9, 2026 Thursday Passover Closed 
May 21, 2026 Thursday Erev Shavuot Closed at 1:00pm 
May 22, 2026 Friday Shavuot Closed 
May 25, 2026 Monday Memorial Day Closed 
June 19, 2026 Friday Juneteenth Closed 
July 3, 2026 Friday Independence Day (4th on Sat) Closed 
September 7, 2026 Monday Labor Day Closed 
September 11, 2026 Friday Erev Rosh Hashanah Close at 1:00 pm 
September 21, 2026 Monday Yom Kippur Closed 
November 26, 2026 Thursday Thanksgiving Closed 
November 27, 2026 Friday Day A�er Thanksgiving Closed 
December 24, 2026 Thursday Christmas Eve Close at 1:00 pm 
December 25, 2026 Friday Christmas Day Closed 
December 31, 2026 Thursday New Year’s Eve Close at 1:00 pm
January 1, 2027 Friday New Year’s Day Closed 

March 8, 2026 Sunday Time Change 
November 1, 2026 Sunday Time Change 

Time Change 

 ��ce closes at 4:30 pm Fridays star�ng March 13, 2026.
 ��ce closes at 3:30 pm Fridays star�ng November 6, 2026.

SP/JFGT Team Site/Master Forms/2025 Staff Holidays 

2026 Staff Holidays 

Date Day of Week Holiday Office Hours 
January 1, 2026 Thursday New Year’s Day Closed 
January 19, 2026 Monday Mar�n Luther King Day Closed 
April 1, 2026 Wednesday First Seder Closed at 1:00pm 
April 2, 2026 Thursday Passover Closed 
April 3, 2026 Friday Passover Closed 
April 8, 2026 Wednesday Passover Closed 
April 9, 2026 Thursday Passover Closed 
May 21, 2026 Thursday Erev Shavuot Closed at 1:00pm 
May 22, 2026 Friday Shavuot Closed 
May 25, 2026 Monday Memorial Day Closed 
June 19, 2026 Friday Juneteenth Closed 
July 3, 2026 Friday Independence Day (4th on Sat) Closed 
September 7, 2026 Monday Labor Day Closed 
September 11, 2026 Friday Erev Rosh Hashanah Close at 1:00 pm 
September 21, 2026 Monday Yom Kippur Closed 
November 26, 2026 Thursday Thanksgiving Closed 
November 27, 2026 Friday Day A�er Thanksgiving Closed 
December 24, 2026 Thursday Christmas Eve Close at 1:00 pm 
December 25, 2026 Friday Christmas Day Closed 
December 31, 2026 Thursday New Year’s Eve Close at 1:00 pm
January 1, 2027 Friday New Year’s Day Closed 

March 8, 2026 Sunday Time Change 
November 1, 2026 Sunday Time Change 

Time Change 

 ��ce closes at 4:30 pm Fridays star�ng March 13, 2026.
 ��ce closes at 3:30 pm Fridays star�ng November 6, 2026.

O�ces close at 3:30 p.m. on Fridays beginning November 13.

12:00 pm

12:00 pm

12:00 pm
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Happy Tears

LAUREN SACHS

When Brad died in August of 2020, I wanted to find a meaningful way to express my 
gratitude for those who supported our grieving family. It felt essential to send a thank 
you card that represented both who he was and how he thought about the world. 

With the help of my gifted 
brother-in-law, I designed a card 
with a quote from Albert Einstein, a 
lifelong hero of Brad’s. � e quotation 
read, “Only a life lived for others is 
a life worthwhile.” For the image to 
accompany this sentiment, I quickly 
landed on the symbol of a tree in full 
bloom, with roots extending deep 
into the ground. � e tree felt exactly 
right: an image connected with 
Brad’s Jewish heritage, a reminder 
of his love for nature, and a symbol 
of so many traits he valued. With the 
beauty of summer all around us and 
this month marking six years since 
Brad’s death, trees have been at the 
forefront of my mind. 

A few months back as I started 
teaching yoga classes, I began to 
consider the meaning behind each 
pose, referred to as asana in Sanskrit. 
Vrksasana or Tree Pose in yoga is a 
one-legged balancing posture, which 
requires anchoring the standing leg 
into the ground while lifting the rest 
of the torso upward like a tree trunk 
with the arms sometimes acting as 
branches. In real life, trees prompt 

us to consider our connection to 
the earth and to each other. Trees 
must grow roots deep into the soil 
for stability just as we rely on a sense 
of grounding to feel steady in our 
lives. It is not surprising that trees are 
often used to depict ancestry as our 
families typically provide us a sense 
of home and security, with the limbs 
o� ering an ideal metaphor for how 
families extend and evolve through 
time. Moreover, since trees act as 
the Earth’s lungs, they quite literally 
sustain our lives through the process 
of photosynthesis, absorbing sunlight 
and carbon dioxide while releasing 
the oxygen we need to breathe. 

Aside from the way that trees 
symbolize our ties to the land and 
one another, plus help to clean the air 
we breathe, trees have other ways of 
nourishing us. Just like the metaphor 
of the tree in Shel Silverstein’s classic 
children’s book � e Giving Tree, 
there are myriad ways that trees o� er 
us support. On a basic level, trees 
can o� er shade, a place to climb, a 
trunk on which to lean and relax, and 
sometimes even food through the fruit 

some varieties bear. Moreover, we 
often use trees to build or create items 
we use in our daily lives, including 
furniture, paper, works of art, and 
even our very homes. Ultimately, trees 
o� er us - and many animal species - a 
seemingly endless array of gifts.   

� inking about trees as they relate 
to my yoga practice, it also dawned 
on me that trees portray the life cycle 
of growth, decline, and renewal. 
� e further I walk along my path of 
bereavement, the more comfort I � nd 
in this sort of analogy as it suggests 
that loss need not necessarily feel like 

an end point. � ough we are unable 
to recapture time with the departed, 
those of us who are bereaved need 
not su� er forever. Indeed, following a 
loved one’s demise, we may initially 
feel as though we are like a tree that 
has lost its leaves and is entering 
a dormant period. In time, if we 
learn to express our pain and accept 
the altered reality of our lives, we 
may discover a new opportunity to 
grow and blossom as trees do every 
spring. Just like the Tree of Life in 
Judaism o� ers us spiritual renewal, 
by connecting to our roots and with 
the support of loved ones, we may 
� nd ways to � ourish once more, 
reaching upward towards the sun 
and beginning again and again.

Do you have thoughts or a 
question for Lauren? Email her at 

literallylaurensachs@gmail.com, and 
she may respond (anonymously) in 

a future “Happy Tears” column.

Lauren Sachs holds a bachelor’s degree in English and Psychology, and a Master’s Degree in 
Social Work, from the University of Michigan. After completing advanced clinical training at Yale 
University, she worked as a therapist and consultant in a variety of settings. During her time in 
Jewish Toledo, Lauren has received the Harry Levison Young Leadership Award and the Shining 
Light Award, and is currently serving as the Chair for the 20th Annual NW Ohio Jewish Book 
Festival. In addition to her involvement within the local Jewish community, Lauren serves as a 
volunteer for Hospice of Northwest Ohio. She is also the author of a forthcoming book about her 
late husband, his joyful approach to life and work as an oncologist, and how examining his life 
helped her better cope with her grief.  To learn more about Lauren’s journey and her work on living 
well after loss, visit www.literally-lauren.com.

DISCLAIMER
Letters, commentaries, opinions and advertisements appearing in the Toledo Jewish News reflect the views and thoughts of the 
writer and/or advertiser and do not necessarily represent the opinions or views of the Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo, its 
board of directors, officers or employees unless explicitly stated.

CONGREGATION B’NAI ISRAEL
THURSDAYS • 12:30 P.M. • FREE

Register by the Wednesday prior to each session 
with wcbi@cbitoledo.org

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
SUNDAYS • AUGUST 16, AUGUST 30, 
SEPTEMBER 6 • 10 A.M. – 12 P.M., FREE

Register by the Friday prior to each session with 
jaco824@bex.net

TEMPLE SHOMER EMUNIM
WEDNESDAYS • AUGUST 16, AUGUST 
26 • 6 – 8:30 P.M. • $5 PER PERSON, 
PER SESSION (INCLUDES A LIGHT 
DINNER, SNACKS, AND DRINKS

RSVP by the Tuesday prior to each session with 
o�  ce@templese.com or 419-885-3341.

Mahj cards will be available for purchase at � e 
Temple. Please email o�  ce@templese.com to 
reserve your card. If you have a table of 4, please 
indicate the names at your table when reserving.

COMMUNITY MAHJ HAPPENING 
All locations are open to everyone in the 

Jewish community, regardless of affiliation.
 All skill levels are welcome.

CHARITY MAH JONGG TOURNAMENT TO BE HELD IN TOLEDO
Marilyn Boskind, sister of Elsa Leveton and an avid mah jongg player, is bringing her successful Cincinnati mah jongg tournament to Toledo on 

Sunday, October 11, 2026. � e event will be held at Temple Shomer Emunim from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. � e cost is $100 per person and includes lunch, 
a silent auction, and many mah jongg items for sale plus prize money for high scores.

A player must be able to complete four games in 55 minutes. Players will rotate tables after four games.
� is is a charity event. � e proceeds from the tournament will bene� t the new Toledo Neuroscience Center ALS Clinic which helps local people 

navigate this horri� c disease. Elsa’s husband Allen died from ALS seven years ago. If you are unable to attend but would like to donate, please make 
checks payable to the Toledo Neuroscience Center and mail to Marilyn Boskind, 9436 Southgate Dr., Cincinnati, Ohio 45241.

For further information and to register, please contact Marilyn Boskind directly at 513-368-7003. 
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From Toledo to Israel: Strengthening Jewish Community 

through Partnership

What does the Jewish community in 
Toledo have in common with Jewish 
communities in Budapest, Akko, and 

Israel’s Western Galilee?
More than you might think.
In June, Stephen Rothschild, Robin Isenberg, and 

Roy Büchler joined Jewish leaders from 17 North 
American communities, Hungary, and Israel at the 
Partnership2Gether Western Galilee Council of 
Communities (CoC) Conference in Indianapolis.

� roughout the conference, participants 
explored both the challenges and opportunities 
facing Jewish communities around the world. One 
conversation that especially resonated focused 
on Israeli youth. Educators and mental health 
professionals described a generation growing 
up amid the lasting e� ects of COVID, war, rocket 

attacks, and ongoing uncertainty. Many children 
have never experienced a truly normal school year.

� e delegation also learned about Jewish life in 
Budapest, home to nearly 100,000 Jews and one 
of Europe’s largest Jewish communities. Despite 
unique political and social challenges, Jewish life 
continues to � ourish through strong institutions, 
dedicated leadership, and deep communal 
commitment.

Although every community faces its own 
realities, participants discovered they share many of 
the same questions: How do we strengthen Jewish 
identity? Support the next generation? Combat 
antisemitism? Build resilient communities?

� e answer begins with partnership.
� e conference reinforced the importance of 

the relationships Jewish Toledo has built through 

Partnership2Gether. � ose same connections 
continue to inspire meaningful opportunities for 
engagement here at home.

Interfaith Civic Gathering: Renewing Hope and Commitment for America’s 250th
JCRC and Temple Shomer Emunim hosted an interfaith civic conversation made possible through a 

grant from the Jewish Partnership for Democracy. More than 55 participants representing a variety of 
faiths and community organizations gathered to re� ect on the values that continue to shape our nation 
as America approaches its 250th anniversary.

Guided discussions centered on foundational American texts, including the Declaration of 
Independence and � e New Colossus, with conversations exploring liberty, equality, civic responsibility, 
and hope.

� ank you to Temple Shomer Emunim for hosting the event, Rabbi Lisa Delson for facilitating 
the discussion, the clergy and community leaders who participated, and the Jewish Partnership for 
Democracy for making this meaningful gathering possible.

Conversation with Maya Shoham
JFGT sta�  and lay leaders recently welcomed Maya Shoham, Regional Director of 

Partnership2Gether Western Galilee for the Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI), for a discussion about 
life in Israel’s northern region and the important role Partnership2Gether plays in connecting Jewish 
communities around the world.

Shoham shared both professional expertise and personal perspective, speaking about the realities 
facing Israeli families today and the value of sustaining strong global Jewish partnerships. Chef Uri 
Arnold, Marketing Director for Partnership2Gether, and his wife, Hila, also joined the conversation.

Cooking with Chef Uri
Later that evening, Chef Uri and Hila led a hands-on cooking workshop for community members 

and young professionals. Participants prepared arayes while sharing stories, Israeli culture, and 
conversation. Due to demand, Chef Uri also returned the following day to lead a second workshop.

Chef Uri is the chef and co-owner of Roots in Akko’s Old City and Arnold’s in Moshav Netiv 
HaShayara. He is also a founder of the Western Galilee Tourism Association and recently launched 
Umami, a consulting, marketing, and branding company.

Community Night at the Mud Hens
Community members gathered for an evening at the Toledo Mud Hens, enjoying time together 

outside the usual setting. � e evening included the chance to watch Detroit Tigers pitcher Justin 
Verlander make a rehabilitation start before returning to the major leagues.

Faith Build with Habitat for Humanity
JFGT recently joined Maumee Valley Habitat for Humanity’s Faith Build, helping construct a home 

for a local mother and her children. Volunteers from � ve faith communities—Baha’is of Sylvania, 
Congregation B’nai Israel, Jewish Federation & Foundation of Greater Toledo, St. Lucas Lutheran Church, 
and Temple Shomer Emunim—worked side by side to support a� ordable housing in our community.

For the Jewish community, participating in Faith Build re� ects our values of caring for those in need 
and working together to strengthen our neighborhoods. We are grateful to Maumee Valley Habitat for 
Humanity for bringing people of di� erent faiths together in service of a shared purpose.

 Participants representing a variety of faiths and community 
organizations gathered to reflect on America’s values at 250

 (L to R) JFGT staff with Israeli visitors

 Jewish Toledo and our guests from Israel attended a very special 
Mud Hens game

 Maumee Valley Habitat for Humanity’s Faith Build helped 
constuct a home for a local mother and her children

 (L to R) Jewish Toledo YoPros cooking with Chef Uri

Whether strengthening relationships with our partners in Israel and around the world or bringing people together here in 
Northwest Ohio, JCRC and JFGT remain committed to creating meaningful opportunities for connection, understanding, 

and community. Thank you to everyone who helped make these experiences possible.

Roy Büchler, Jewish Federation & Foundation of Greater Toledo 
JCRC Director (left), speaks at a CoC panel



LOCAL August 2026 | JewishToledo.org | Toledo Jewish News 9

Echoes of Vilna at the Glass Pavilion

There are moments when 
theater becomes more than 
performance. It becomes 

witness.
On Sunday, August 9 at 2 p.m., 

the Toledo Jewish community and 
allies will gather for one of those rare 
moments as Echoes of Vilna comes 
to the Glass Pavilion at the Toledo 
Museum of Art.

Presented as a staged reading with 
a remarkable all-star cast drawn in 
part from the Jewish community 
itself, Echoes of Vilna is not simply 
a Holocaust drama. It is a sacred 
journey into courage, memory, family, 
identity, and the enduring resilience 
of the human spirit.

Recently honored by inclusion 
in the archives of Yad Vashem in 
Jerusalem, the play has already 
moved audiences at the Illinois 
Holocaust Museum and the 
Interlochen Academy for the Arts. 
Now, this extraordinary work arrives 
in Toledo for what promises to be a 
deeply emotional and unforgettable 
afternoon.

� e production features 
acclaimed director Irina Zaurov and 
playwright Ken Newbury, alongside a 
distinguished cast including Hazzan 
Ivor Lichterman, Paul Causman, Colin 
� aler, Russ � aler, Fagie Benstein, 
Julia Grossman, Ya� a Segal, Jill 
Reinstein, and many more.  � is is one 

of the largest Jewish casts outside of a 
Purim spiel in memory.

At the heart of the story is the 
real diary of Yitskhok Rudashevski, 
a brilliant Jewish teenager trapped 
inside the Vilna Ghetto during the 
Holocaust and the historical account 
of his cousin, Sore Voloshin. � rough 
poetry, humor, music, family bonds, 
resistance, and hope, the play reminds 
audiences that Jewish history is not 
solely a story of tragedy—it is a story 
of spiritual endurance.

One reviewer described the work 
as:

“A haunting and emotionally 
powerful experience that evokes the 
intimacy and humanity of Anne Frank 
while giving voice to the Jewish soul of 
Vilna.”

Audience members should expect 
far more than historical retelling. 
Echoes of Vilna invites each person 
present into an act of remembrance 
and action.  In a world increasingly 
fractured by hatred, division, and 
silence, this production asks a 
timeless question:

What does it mean to remember—
and what responsibility comes with 
memory?

� is is not merely theater. It is 
testimony. It is resilience. It is a story 
that must be told.

Seating at the Glass Pavilion 
is limited, and early registration 

is strongly encouraged to avoid 
missing this opportunity. Attendees 
are required to pre-register for seats 
early online at https://jftoledo.
fcsuite.com/erp/donate/list/ticket
or with Mary Bilyeu at 419-724-0405 
or mary@jewishtoledo.org. Contact 
Mary with any questions.

� is presentation is made possible 
with a grant from the Toledo Jewish 
Community Foundation.

Survey: Jews in smaller communities feel less heard 

when raising concerns about antisemitism
GRACE GILSON | JTA

Jews living in smaller communities 
are less likely than those in 
large communities to feel their 

concerns about antisemitism are 
taken seriously by law enforcement 
and would-be allies, a new survey 
from the Jewish Federations of North 
America has found.

Jews in smaller communities were 
“lacking a sense of allyship in the 
communities around them,” said 
Mimi Kravetz, the chief impact and 
growth o�  cer for JFNA.

“Jews in small communities tell us 
that they feel deeply concerned that 
they’re looking for support, that their 
leadership is looking for network and 
resources, because it can feel like 
they’re on their own,” Kravetz told 
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

� e JFNA survey, which was 
compiled from its March 2025 study 
of Jewish Life in North America, 
found that 22% of Jews live in small 
communities. De� ned as Jewish 
communities with fewer than 5,000 
Jews living within � ve miles of their 
zip code, small Jewish communities 
are also more likely to be found in the 
South or in rural or suburban areas.

Although the survey found no 
statistically signi� cant di� erence 
in the antisemitism experienced 
by Jews in smaller and larger 

communities, it found that Jews in 
small communities are more likely to 
feel that antisemitism is invalidated 
or dismissed.

Among respondents, 58% of Jews 
in small communities reported 
feeling more likely to be invalidated, 
compared with 48% of Jews overall.

Jews in small communities were 
also less likely to express con� dence 
in local law enforcement’s responses 
to antisemitism. Just 39% of Jews 
in small communities say local law 
enforcement takes antisemitism 
seriously, compared with 47% of Jews 
in larger communities.

Leaders of small Jewish 
communities also feel less physically 
safe in Jewish spaces than their big 
city counterparts: 60% of those small-
community leaders said they feel 
safe, compared to 86% of community 
leaders overall.

While the survey found that 50% 
of Jews in smaller communities 
report being unengaged in Jewish 
life, compared to 36% of Jewish 
respondents overall, they were just 
as likely to say they wanted greater 
connection to Jewish life.

� e survey suggested that 
geographic constraints and limited 
availability of Jewish life likely caused 
the disparity in engagement, even as 
Jews sought out Jewish connections 
in the wake of the Oct. 7 attacks in 

Israel.
Kravetz said Jews in small 

communities were just as likely as 
Jews in big communities to crave 
those connections.

“What’s needed in small Jewish 
communities is more leadership 
infrastructure and support for Jewish 
life,” Kravetz said.

� e survey was conducted 
before the January arson attack on 
Beth Israel Congregation, the only 
synagogue in Jackson, Mississippi, 
which drew renewed attention to the 
security challenges facing smaller 
Jewish communities.

Michele Schipper, the CEO of the 
Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of 
Southern Jewish Life, a nonpro� t 
that supports Jewish communities 
across the South and was housed 
inside Beth Israel Congregation prior 
to the arson attack, said security 
remains a challenge for some smaller 
congregations.

“For some of those smaller 
communities, they may not be able 
to have personnel on site every 
time they’re open,” Schipper said. 
“It may be an older building. Not 
everyone is able to get one of the 
secure community grants,” she 
said, referring to federal and state 
government grants to nonpro� ts seen 
as vulnerable to attack.

Earlier this month leaders from 

Jewish communities across the 
South convened at the ISJL’s annual 
conference in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, where Schipper said they 
discussed strategies for keeping 
smaller communities safe.

“One of the things we really 
did share is how important it is 
not to isolate ourselves in these 
communities, but to continually 
build relationships with the 
local community, with local law 
enforcement, so that when, God 
forbid, something happens, you’re 
not starting to reach out or wait for 
somebody to contact you,” Schipper 
said.

Looking ahead, Schipper said 
her message to Jews in small 
communities was to “continue to 
build relationships in your own local 
community, and just continue to 
participate in the Jewish community 
and stay strong and positive.”

� e study, which was conducted 
online by JFNA from March 5-25, 
2025, surveyed 5,798 total U.S. 
adults, of which 1,877 identi� ed as 
Jewish. � e margin of error for Jewish 
adults was ± 2.26%, and samples 
were weighted to be representative 
of the U.S. population and Jewish 
community.
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Summer fun with 60 & Better

Our 60 & Better group enjoyed 
a season full of learning, 
laughter, and adventure. 

Members gathered to celebrate 
Shavuot with a delicious dairy 
dinner before enjoying an engaging 
presentation by Kim Post, RN, 

Certi�ed Sound Healer, Certi�ed 
Aromatherapist, and Herbalist, 
who shared the many bene�ts and 
practical uses of essential oils for 
health and wellness.

�e fun continued as 18 members 
traveled to Chicago for a week �lled 

with culture, history, and friendship. 
�e group began with a visit to 
the iconic Art Institute of Chicago 
before enjoying dinner at Russian 
Tea Time Restaurant. �roughout 
the trip, participants explored the 
city’s rich Jewish heritage with visits 

to historic synagogues, including 
Temple Sholom, as well as the Jewish 
People’s Institute, Marks Nathan 
Jewish Orphan Home, and Douglas 
Park Auditorium. �e itinerary also 
included a scenic Chicago River 
architecture cruise and a memorable 
dinner at Milt’s BBQ. From 
meaningful learning experiences 
to unforgettable sightseeing and 
plenty of laughter along the way, the 
trip was a wonderful opportunity to 
connect, explore, and create lasting 
memories together.

Celebrating the women 

who make a difference

More than 65 of Jewish 
Toledo’s dedicated women 
philanthropists gathered 

recently for Jewish Federation of 
Greater Toledo’s annual Women’s 
Philanthropy celebration, an evening 
�lled with connection, inspiration, 
and gratitude.

�e featured guest was Risa Cohen, 
a local educator, speaker, storyteller, 
and singer-songwriter, who captivated 
attendees with her presentation, 
“Overcoming Obstacles with Humor 
and Hope.” �rough heartfelt stories, 
music, and humor, Cohen encouraged 
guests to embrace resilience, �nd joy 
in life’s challenges, and recognize the 
strength that comes from community.

�e evening also celebrated the 
extraordinary commitment of JFGT’s 
Pearls, Pomegranates, Lions, and 
LOJE members, whose generosity 
and leadership help sustain and 
strengthen Jewish Toledo year after 
year.

Jewish Federation of Greater 
Toledo is so grateful to our women 
philanthropists for their consistent 
dedication to keeping our community 
strong. For more information on 
women’s philanthropy divisions, visit 
www.jewishtoledo.org/ways-to-give/
womens-philanthropy. 
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Former Israeli hostages Sasha Trufanov and 
Sapir Cohen wed in emotional ceremony
PHILISSA CRAMER | JTA

Two former Israeli hostages 
have wed, in the �rst marriage 
of hostages taken when Hamas 

attacked Israel on Oct. 7, 2023.
Sasha Trufanov and Sapir Cohen 

were visiting Trufanov’s family 
on Kibbutz Nir Oz on Oct. 7 when 
they were attacked and abducted 
to Gaza. Trufanov’s father was 
murdered. Cohen was freed during 
a temporary cease�re after 55 days, 
while Trufanov was held for nearly 
500 days.

�ey married in a ceremony 
attended by multiple former hostages 
as well as Israeli President Isaac 
Herzog, who posted a picture of 
himself under the chuppah, or 
wedding canopy, with Trufanov and 
Cohen.

“We prayed for your return, we 
were moved to tears when you came 
back home, and this evening we 
were privileged to rejoice together 
with you and to bless you under the 
chuppah on your joyous day,” Herzog 
wrote.

While other freed hostages have 
celebrated births and engagements, 
the wedding was the �rst for a former 
hostage. It came just days after Israel 
marked the 1,000th day since Oct. 7, 
and as the government’s handling of 
the hostage crisis continues to roil 
Israeli politics ahead of a looming 
election. Nitzan Alon, an Israeli army 
major general who was part of a 
small hostage negotiation team, said 
at a conference that more hostages 
could have been returned alive 
had the Israeli government made 
di�erent decisions, strengthening a 
widespread belief within Israel.

Alon, too, was present at Trufanov 
and Cohen’s wedding.

After Trufanov stepped on a 
glass, the traditional signal for 
the execution of the marriage, 
Eyal Golan’s “Am Yisrael Chai,” an 

anthem of Jewish and Israeli 
solidarity during the Gaza war, began 
playing.

Rom Braslavski, another hostage 
who was brie�y held with Trufanov in 
Gaza, posted pictures of himself with 
his friend at the wedding, as well as a 
video of him and the newly married 
couple being hoisted to dance.

“Today, we are together, not in 
Rafah, not stu�ed in a trunk, but free 
and you are in a beautiful groom’s 
suit marrying Sapir. How much 
you talked about her, my brother,” 
he wrote on Instagram. “�ere 
is nothing happier for me than 
accompanying you on this day, and 
I hope both of you will bring into the 
world happy little children and that 
they won’t know evil. May they not 
know war, with God’s help.”

Another wedding featuring a 
former hostage is scheduled for 
August. Eliya Cohen, who was held 
for 505 days, marked his engagement 
to Ziv Abud in a party that took place 
last week. He wore a jacket that read 
“Bring them Home” when other 
grooms wore it during the hostage 
crisis. With all hostages out of Gaza 
since January, Cohen altered it to 

read “Dad, thank you,” a mantra that 
he said sustained him during his 
captivity.

Cohen did not know that Abud 
had survived the attack on the Nova 
music festival until after his release. 
While he was held hostage, she drew 
attention to his plight by setting a 
romantic table with an un�lled place 
on the boardwalk in Tel Aviv.

Sapir Cohen and Sasha Troufanov share their experiences of being kidnapped by Hamas and held hostage in Gaza at the Jewish Community Center of 
Houston on May 29, 2025. | Elizabeth Conley/Houston Chronicle via Getty Images

“We prayed for your return, we were moved to tears 
when you came back home, and this evening we were 
privileged to rejoice together with you and to bless 
you under the chuppah on your joyous day.”

Israeli President Isaac Herzog
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Jewish Federation and Foundation of 
Greater Toledo Programs and Events & Foundation

Jewish Federation

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16
LADIES WHO GET THEIR HANDS DIRTY
11 a.m. – 1 p.m.
$54 per person – includes charcuterie      
board making supplies and lunch
Location TBA

We’re digging into the creative world of 
hand-building ceramics, a simple, hands-
on technique using clay. � is workshop 
will guide you from the ground up as you 
create your very own ceramic charcuterie 
board. You’ll hand-build your piece, 
which will then be � red in a kiln, bringing 
your creation to life. No prior ceramic 
experience is necessary, just come ready 
to get a little messy and have fun! RSVP by 
Monday, August 10. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 30
JFGT ANNUAL MEETING FEATURING 
SARAH HURWITZ
See page 2 for more information.

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10
SHANAH TOVA... TO GO! 
4 – 6 p.m.
$18 per bag

Celebrate the sweetness of the Jewish 
New Year with a bag � lled with all the Rosh 
Hashanah essentials. Each bag includes 
a one-pound Kosher challah along with 
a curated selection of apple, honey, and 
pomegranate-inspired treats to help 
welcome 5787 in the sweetest way. Kits are 
for the entire community and available by 
pickup only. All food items are certi� ed 
Kosher. RSVP by Friday, September 4. 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7
SAVE THE DATE – COMMUNITY 
OCTOBER 7 COMMEMORATION
More details to follow.

  
SAVE THE DATES: SUNDAY, 
OCTOBER 25 – THURSDAY, 
NOVEMBER 12

2026 TOLEDO JEWISH BOOK 
FESTIVAL
See page 3 for more information.

Featured Events
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4

Israel Mission Community 
Listening Session

5:30-7 p.m. | Location TBA
Join JFGT for a community listening 

session to help shape a future Israel 
Mission. � is mission is being planned to 
coincide with the 30th anniversary of our 
partnership in the Western Galilee, taking 
place in fall 2027. Whether you’ve never 
been to Israel or have visited many times, 
your ideas, interests, and perspectives are 
important. Together, we’ll explore what 
meaningful Israel experiences should 
look like for our community and gather 
input that will help guide future planning. 
Register by Monday, August 3. Contact 
Mary Bilyeu at 419-724-0405 or mary@
jewishtoledo.org for more information.

SUNDAYS, AUGUST 9 & AUGUST 23
LET’S PLAY! PJ EXPLORES TOLEDO
9:30 – 11:30 a.m.
Locations TBA

   Cost varies, depending on location
(ranging FREE to $10 per child)
Ages 0-5 and their favorite grown-up(s) (older siblings are 

always welcome!)
Play, snacks, and beverages included

Join Jewish Toledo and other PJ Library families as we check 
out all the area has to o� er for little kids! Each time we’ll meet at a 
di� erent location around town - parks, playgrounds, indoor play 
spaces for littles, co� ee shops, libraries and more! Most events/
locations will be open to the public, but we’ll do our best to reserve 
a room or our own spot.

Locations will be shared the week prior to each event. RSVP by 
the Friday prior to marnie@jewishtoledo.org.

See our Facebook page (facebook.com/groups/JFGTfamily)
for dates as they are available.
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For more information and resources, visit jewishtoledo.org.

New for 2026, unless otherwise noted, 

please register for all programs with

Sherry Majewski at 419-724-0351

    or at https://jftoledo.fcsuite.com/erp/donate/list/ticket.

All information subject to 
change with updates posted on 
jewishtoledo.org

To submit an event for consideration, 
send information to 
abby@jewishtoledo.org at 
least 45 days prior to event.

SENIOR PROGRAMMING:

THURSDAY, AUGUST 27
WHAT HAD TO BE DONE/WHAT 
HAS TO BE SAID: AN EVENING OF 
REMEMBRANCE
FOR 60 & BETTER MEN ONLY
6 – 7:30 p.m.
$18 per campaign donor
$36 for non-donors to the campaign
Includes vegetarian dinner, book, 
and book talk

Join us for an unforgettable evening with 
Vietnam veteran and local Jewish Toledo 
author, Joseph Moran. Over dinner, hear 
the powerful � rsthand story behind his 
book, What Had to Be Done, What Has to 
Be Said/A Combat Medic Remembers the 
War in Vietnam. Stay for an engaging Q&A 
and the opportunity to connect with the 
author and his remarkable journey. RSVP 
by � ursday, August 20. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 3 
60 & BETTER – HONEY, WE’VE GOT 
YOU!
12 – 1:30 p.m.
$15 for campaign donors
$25 for non-donors to the campaign
Cost includes lunch, honey tasting, 
and more 

Enjoy a delicious lunch, followed by a 
sweet honey tasting to welcome the New 
Year, and a special, engaging program 
presented by our very own Rachel 
Chernow! RSVP by Wednesday, August 26.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 11,
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8

YOPROS T-TOWN MEET UP
6 p.m.
Location to be emailed once registered

Let’s meet the second Tuesday of 
every month at a di� erent local spot 
around Toledo. We’ll cover vegetarian 
shareable snacks, and you’ll purchase 
your own drinks. Whether you’re looking 
to reconnect with old friends, meet new 
people, or simply unwind after work, this 
casual monthly meetup is for you. Come as 
you are. Stay as long as you’d like. We can’t 
wait to see you! RSVP by the day prior.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 20
YOPROS LIVE THE SUITE LIFE
6 p.m.
$36 per person, includes suite, game 
ticket, ballpark eats, and drinks

Join us as we cheer on the Toledo Mud 
Hens AND Toledo Jewish YoPros’ own Katie 
Cassell who is singing the National Anthem. 
Let’s live the suite life! Don’t miss out on 
this unique baseball experience. Grab your 
tickets today. RSVP by Friday, August 14.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15
SHINE ON: A YOPROS JEWELRY 
EXPERIENCE
6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
$18 per person, Includes wine, cocktails, 
mocktails, and light bites. 
Location details will be shared with 
registered attendees.

Join Toledo Jewish YoPros for an 
exclusive after-hours evening of sparkle, 
conversation, and community at a premier 
local jewelry store. Our host, a fellow YoPro, 
will share her personal Jewish journey, 
what it’s like working in her family’s 
jewelry business, and an insider’s guide 
to � ne jewelry, from understanding what 
to look for to shopping with con� dence. 
No pressure to buy. RSVP by Wednesday, 
October 12.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 11,TUESDAY, AUGUST 11,
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8

YOPROS T-TOWN MEET UP
6 p.m.
Location to be emailed once registered

Let’s meet the second Tuesday of 
every month at a di� erent local spot 
around Toledo. We’ll cover vegetarian 
shareable snacks, and you’ll purchase 
your own drinks. Whether you’re looking 
to reconnect with old friends, meet new 
people, or simply unwind after work, this 
casual monthly meetup is for you. Come as 
you are. Stay as long as you’d like. We can’t 
wait to see you! RSVP by the day prior.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 20
YOPROS LIVE THE SUITE LIFE
6 p.m.
$36 per person, includes suite, game 
ticket, ballpark eats, and drinks

Join us as we cheer on the Toledo Mud 
Hens AND Toledo Jewish YoPros’ own Katie 
Cassell who is singing the National Anthem. 
Let’s live the suite life! Don’t miss out on 
this unique baseball experience. Grab your 
tickets today. RSVP by Friday, August 14.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15
SHINE ON: A YOPROS JEWELRY 
EXPERIENCE
6:30 – 8:30 p.m.
$18 per person, Includes wine, cocktails, 
mocktails, and light bites. 
Location details will be shared with 
registered attendees.

Join Toledo Jewish YoPros for an 
exclusive after-hours evening of sparkle, 
conversation, and community at a premier 
local jewelry store. Our host, a fellow YoPro, 
will share her personal Jewish journey, 
what it’s like working in her family’s 
jewelry business, and an insider’s guide 
to � ne jewelry, from understanding what 
to look for to shopping with con� dence. 
No pressure to buy. RSVP by Wednesday, 
October 12.

For the safety of 
our community, the 

location of all events 
will be shared with 
registrants prior 
to each event.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15
4TH ANNUAL CREATE & RELATE 
SENIOR EXPO
12 – 2:30 p.m.

FREE to attend, light lunch included

You’re invited to a fun, interactive 
come-and-go community event for all 
ages! Drop in anytime that works for you 
and stay as long (or as little) as you’d like. 
Explore, connect, and discover amazing 
local resources, wellness activities, and 
creative fun — all in one place!

Featured vendors and activities:
• Sylvania Senior Center – 

Community programs and info
• Blood Pressure Checks – With RN 

Gretchen Hiatt
• Shaman & � e Bear – Sip on healing 

herbal teas
• Lumbrezer Farm – Shop local 

veggies, jams, and honey
• UTMC – Try a beginner Tai Chi 

class outdoors
• Area O�  ce on Aging – Browse 

through the variety of o� ered 
programs and feel free to ask 
questions

• Tim Hagen, JFGT – Technology 
assistance

• HERO Program – Learn 
about Sylvania Township Fire 
Department’s new o� ering 
of voluntary, non-emergency 
community paramedicine

• Capabilities – Helping those with 
disabilities and other barriers reach 
their career and education goals

Pop in, say hi, and explore what 
speaks to you!

Questions? Contact Stacy Willis 
at stacy@jewishtoledo.org.
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Blue & White Soirée brings YoPros together

Jewish Toledo’s YoPros, joined 
by several community leaders, 
gathered for a beautiful summer 

evening in June at Matt Rubin’s 
�e Beer Garden at Huron Yards. 
Located just beyond the third-
base side of the Toledo Mud Hens 
stadium, Huron Yards has quickly 
become one of downtown Toledo’s 
newest gathering spots as the city 
continues to revitalize and expand 
its urban core.

�e Blue & White-themed 
soirée brought together young 
professionals for an evening of great 
conversation, new connections, 

and community. Guests enjoyed 
refreshing drinks and a delicious 
kosher dinner catered from Detroit 
while taking in the relaxed outdoor 
atmosphere. Whether reconnecting 
with familiar faces or meeting 
someone new, the event was a 
wonderful opportunity to strengthen 
relationships and celebrate Jewish 
Toledo in a fun, welcoming setting.

Interested in joining us at a 
future YoPro event? Contact 
marnie@jewishtoledo.org to learn 
more about upcoming gatherings 
and ways to get involved.

Shalom, Summer! Celebrating Our Gan Yeladim Graduates

What a joyful way to celebrate 
the end of an incredible 
year at Gan Yeladim 

Preschool! Earlier this summer, 
families, friends, and teachers 
gathered to cheer on our graduates 
as we celebrated graduation day and 

welcomed the start of summer.
�e morning was �lled with smiles 

as our students sang and danced to 
their favorite Jewish songs, shared 
plenty of hugs with their teachers 
and classmates, and celebrated 
with colorful rainbow popsicles 

to mark the occasion. It was a 
beautiful reminder of the friendships, 
memories, and love that make Gan 
Yeladim such a special place.

While we’re sad to say goodbye 
and will miss seeing these smiling 
faces every day, we’re so proud 

of everything our students have 
accomplished. Mazel tov to our 
graduates. We can’t wait to see all 
the amazing things you’ll do next. 
Shalom, summer! 
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Camp Wise debuts new amphitheater as first 
phase of campus renovation
CASEY COUCH

Chattering campers at Camp 
Wise in Clarion Township 
celebrated the o�cial opening 

of the campus’ new amphitheater 
on July 5 with a talent show. �is 
milestone marked the �rst phase of 
a complete transformation that will 
update and renovate the camp over the 
course of two o�-seasons. 

According to Rabbi Dan Utley, 
director of Camp Wise, the 
amphitheater sits at the heart of the 
camp’s 325-acre campus, adjacent to 
the Chadar Ochel, and has quickly 
become the gathering place for the 
camp community. 

“Camp Wise has always been 
known for high-energy skits, talent 
shows, performances and all-camp 
events, and this beautiful new space 
has elevated those experiences,” 
Utley told the Cleveland Jewish 
News. “It gives campers of every age 
the chance to step onto the stage, 
lead songs and cheers, perform and 
build con�dence. Even in its �rst 
days, it has already become one of 
the most joyful places at camp.”

According to Utley, the talent show 
featured everything from card tricks, 
lip syncing, comedy skits, songs and 
Taekwondo demonstrations to the 
legendary “Bean Skit.” 

“More than the performances 
themselves, what makes the evening 
so special is seeing campers of all ages 
enthusiastically cheer each other on,” 
he said. “It’s a wonderful celebration of 
creativity, courage and community.”

Designed to create a central 
gathering place for performances 
and Shabbat celebrations, the 
amphitheater’s covered design 
allows campers and sta� to gather 
comfortably in a variety of weather 
conditions while serving as the home 
of performing arts at Camp Wise. 

�e space will host camp 
productions, concerts, song sessions, 
talent shows and other community 
events. According to Utley, this 
summer consists of camper 
performances of “Mamma Mia!” and 
“�e Lorax.” 

“Looking ahead, we hope to 
continue growing our theater, music 
and visual arts programs,” Utley 
said. “�e Mandel JCC of Cleveland 
has a wonderful foundation 
through the Playmakers program, 
and the amphitheater gives young 
performers a place to continue 
developing those talents at Camp 
Wise. Most importantly, it provides 
a place where campers and sta� can 
celebrate one another and strengthen 
the Camp Wise community.” 

Jesse Rosen, president and 
CEO of the Mandel Jewish 
Community Center of Cleveland in 
Beachwood, told the CJN the overall 
transformation of Camp Wise is a 
“marathon, not a sprint.” Still, he said 
he hoped to deliver something both 
tangible and impactful right from the 
start.

“�e new amphitheater is exactly 
that,” Rosen said. “It was completed 
just a day before our campers 
arrived, and seeing them utilize it 
immediately – hearing that energy 
and community during the talent 
show – signi�es that the future of 
Camp Wise is o�cially here. It sets 
a thrilling tone for the rest of the 
summer and the years of thoughtful 
innovation ahead.” 

A “model home,” Rosen said 
that the amphitheater serves as a 
tangible preview of the high-caliber 
improvements Camp Wise will see 
over the next two o�-seasons. 

“It proves that we can modernize 
our infrastructure while maintaining 
the rustic charm camp is known for,” 
Rosen said. “We are already �nalizing 
design plans and are on track to 
break ground on the next major 
phase of development this fall.” 

�e transformation was made 
possible by a $60 million grant from 

�e Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel 
Supporting Foundation to the Mandel 
JCC that will go towards both Camp 
Wise renovations and the creation of 
a year-round Jewish Youth Hub at the 
center’s Beachwood campus. 

According to previous CJN 
reporting, the grant is the largest gift 
ever made to a Jewish community 
center in North America and is the 
cornerstone of a $75 million capital 
initiative.

“Every JCC and camp leadership 
team in the country dreams of the 
opportunities we are blessed with 
here in Cleveland,” Rosen told 
the CJN. “�e extraordinary $60 

million matching grant from the 
Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel 
Supporting Foundation, combined 
with the incredible generosity we 
are already seeing in our Welcome 
Home: Summers of Happiness 
Capital Campaign, is completely 
rewriting the future of Jewish day 
and overnight camping in Northeast 
Ohio. Our team is inspired every day 
to build the absolute �nest rustic 
camp experiences found anywhere.”

This article first appeared in the 
Cleveland Jewish News and cjn.org. 
Reprinted with permission.
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Regular Cemetery hours:
Sunday through Thursday 8 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

Fridays 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Cemeteries close early every Friday at 4 p.m. for Erev Shabbat 
Cemeteries are closed every Saturday for Shabbat 

Toledo Jewish Community Cemetery Association
6465 Sylvania Ave. 

Sylvania, Ohio 43560 
419-724-0404 

BETH SHALOM CEMETERY
420 Otter Creek Rd.
Oregon, Ohio 43616

EAGLE POINT CEMETERY
515 Eagle Point Rd. 

Rossford, Ohio 43460

& Foundation
Jewish Federation

Jewish Holiday Closing Schedule for Yom Tov 20262026 CEMETERY CLOSINGS
BETH SHALOM CEMETERY
420 Otter Creek Rd.
Oregon, Ohio 43616

EAGLE POINT CEMETERY
515 Eagle Point Rd. 
Rossford, Ohio 43460

Cemeteries close early every Friday at 4 p.m. for Erev Shabbat 
Cemeteries are closed every Saturday for Shabbat 

Jewish Holiday Closing Schedule for 2026
Wednesday, April 1, 2026 Erev Passover Close at 4 pm

Thursday, April 2, 2026 Passover I Closed 

Friday, April 3, 2026 Passover II Closed 

Wednesday, April 8, 2026 Passover VII Closed 

Thursday, April 9, 2026 Passover VIII Closed 

Thursday, May 21, 2026 Erev Shavuot Close at 4 pm 

Friday, May 22, 2026 Shavuot I Closed 

Saturday, May 23, 2026 Shavuot II/Shabbat Closed 

Friday, September 11, 2026 Erev Rosh Hashanah Close at 4 pm 

Saturday, September 12, 2026 Rosh Hashanah I/Shabbat Closed 

Sunday, September 13, 2026 Rosh Hashanah II Closed 

Sunday, September 20, 2026 Erev Yom Kippur Close at 4 pm 

Monday, September 21, 2026 Yom Kippur Closed 

Friday, September 25, 2026 Erev Sukkot Close at 4 pm 

Saturday, September 26, 2026 Sukkot I/Shabbat Closed 

Sunday, September 27, 2026 Sukkot II Closed 

Friday, October 2, 2026 Erev Shemini Atzeret Close at 4 pm 

Saturday, October 3, 2026 Shemini Atzeret/Shabbat  Closed 

Sunday, October 4, 2026 Simchat Torah Closed 

Regular Cemetery hours: Sunday through Thursday 8:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

Fridays 8:00 am – 4:00 pm 

Closed Saturdays and on the above dates for Yom Tov 

Toledo Jewish Community Cemetery Association 
6465 Sylvania Ave. 

Sylvania, Ohio 43560 
419.724.0404

Stay Informed. 
Stay Connected.

Toledo Jewish News, together with the 
Cleveland Jewish News, Akron Jewish News 
and Columbus Jewish News, now brings 
you timely coverage through our exclusive 
e-newsletters:

Ohio Breaking News – Get the latest headlines 
that matter most to our Jewish communities 
across Ohio.
Israel at War – Receive urgent updates and 
in-depth reporting as events unfold in Israel.

Don’t miss a moment. 
Sign up today and have 
trusted news delivered 
directly to your inbox! 
Scan the QR code or visit
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/whQsuZ7/toledo

*By submitting this form, you have opted in to start receiving Ohio Breaking News, Israel at War, and other updates 
from the Toledo Jewish News.

T O L E D O

& Foundation
Jewish Federation

SAVE THE DATE
Jewish Federation & Foundation of 
Greater Toledo | Annual Meeting

Sunday, August 30
Featuring Sarah Hurwitz, Author, 

As a Jew: Reclaiming Our Story from 
Those Who Blame, Shame, 

and Try to Erase Us
Time and location TBA

Campers watch as their peers perform in the “Wild Wise West” talent show, kicking off the opening 
of the new amphitheater on July 5. | Submitted photos / Mandel Jewish Community Center

Bnai Mitzvahs

Micah Samuel Delson Pliskow
Micah Samuel Delson Pliskow, son of Rabbi Lisa Delson and Brent 
Pliskow, grandson of Marci and Larry Delson and Rhonda (z”l) and 
Robert Pliskow, is a rising 7th grader at Timberstone Junior High. 
He is an avid sports fan who loves to play basketball and baseball. 
He also enjoys competing on the Timberstone Quiz Bowl team, 
playing percussion in the band, and will be joining the yearbook 
staff at school. He spent his third summer at URJ Camp GUCI in 
Zionsville, Indiana. Micah’s younger brothers, Asher and Noam, are 

excited for their big brother to become a bar mitzvah. For his mitzvah project, Micah 
has been volunteering with and supporting Burrito Blessings in downtown Toledo.

Lola Newell
Lola Newell is a rising seventh grader at Ottawa Hills Junior High. 
She has one brother, Carter, 10, and a Bernedoodle named Ruger. 
Lola loves acting in the school musicals and playing volleyball 
and looks forward to seventh grade cheerleading. For her mitzvah 
Project, Lola will be creating 200 greeting cards for children with 
cancer at Children’s Nationwide Hospital.

The covered amphitheater offers protection against inclement weather. 

Rosen Utley



JEWISH SENIOR, FAMILY & SOCIAL SERVICES16  Toledo Jewish News | JewishToledo.org | August 2026

IAVIA 
Ahava program 

For families of individuals 
with special needs 

Ahava is a program of the Jewish Federation and Foundation of Greater Toledo 
that is managed by Jewish Senior, Family and Social Services and has provided a 
lifeline since 2016 to Jewish families in Greater Toledo who are raising 
children with special needs and simply want to be able to access the best care 
possible for their children. 

Through Ahava, Federation awards local Jewish families an annual scholarship 
of up to $1,500 for each child, no matter their age, to put toward the cost 
of therapies such as speech therapy and music therapy, equipment, medical 
supplies, continuing education for parents on raising children with special needs, 
and other resources that help positively impact individuals and their families. 

For more information about Ahava, please contact Ben Malczewski at 
ben@jewishtoledo.org or 419-885-2561. 

JSFSS family Pantry

vt)�lif{ 
While the Food Pantry appreciates food donations, there is a 

greater need for personal care and paper products. The Food Pantry 
depends on financial gifts or donations for personal care items. 
If you'd like to donate items to the Food Pantry, please consider 
choosing items from its wish list: 

• paper towels
• facial tissues
• diapers
• feminine hygiene products
• disposable razors
• shampoo
• soap (bar soap, dish soap,

liquid hand soap, and 
laundry soap) 

• toilet paper (preferably 
individual, pre-wrapped

 rolls)
• Other personal hygiene

items of your choice

Contact Hannah Loeser 
(419)724-0401

HOWTO CONTACT JSFSS 
Perhaps you or a family member are in need of help with senior social 
services. Maybe you know someone in need of support from a family 
pantry.Jewish Senior, Family and Social Services offers a range of services 
to benefit our community. JSFSS has a knowledgeable and caring staff 
waiting to help you. 

Vice President Jewish Senior, 
Family & Social Services 
Ben Malczewski 
( 419) 724-0408

Support Services Coordinator 
Liz Witter, LSW 
(419) 724-0406

Food Pantry and Support Services 
Coordinator 
Stacy Willis, LSW, MSW 
419-724-0407

JSFSS Office Manager and 
Program Associate 
Hannah Loeser 
(419) 724- 0401

Project Manager and Technology 
Coordinator 
Tim Hagen 
419-724-0412

iewishtoledo.org/ifs 

GO PAPER LESS 

Want to opt out of the Toledo Jewish News print version? The 
newspaper is posted online every month (often earlier than the 
mail) and always FREE to read on your smart phone, computer, or 
tablet. Stay up-to-date on the latest of Jewish Toledo at 
www.jewishtoledo.org/ about-us/tjnff. 

�� Jewish Federation & Foundation 
read TJN 1 online here. 

[!]_ OF GREATER TOLEDO 

To opt out, mail Abby Hoicowitz at abby@ 
jewishtoledo.org with your name and address, 
and we'll remove you from the mail list. Thanks 
for helping us save the planet! 

. 

Get Fit Classes 

Monday 
Prime Movers Early, 9-lOam -or­

Prime Movers Later, 10:30-11:30am 
Join us for this upbeat and energetic dance/exercise 

program designed to improve your fitness level safely and 
effectively. This is a comprehensive workout that includes 

strength, flexibility, balance, posture-improvement, and 
more. All moves can be modified to meet specific needs. 

Cardio Drumming, 12-lpm 
A high-energy workout that also includes some dance 

moves. This can also be done seated. 

Wednesday 
Prime Movers Early, 9-lOam -or­

Prime Movers Later, 10:30-11:30am 
(see description above) 
Ballet Fusion, 12-lpm 

A special blend of ballet warm-up, cardio drumming, 
and a Tai Chi/yoga cool-down. Ballet shoes are not required. 

Friday 
Zumba, 9-lOam 

Foundation Fitness, 10am-11am 
Designed to improve mobility, core strength, and 

stability from the ground up. Focus will be on foot and ankle 
strength, mobility, healthy posture, pelvic floor, and breath­

ing. Exercises can be done in chairs and/or standing. 

In-person classes at Sylvania­
area location. Contact Hannah 
at 419-724-0401 for exact 
location.* 

�� Jewish Federation& Foundation
OF GREATER TOLEDO 

* For the safety and security of our community, the location of all events
will be shared with registrants prior to the event. 

Can't join us in person? 
-=a DYouTube Tune in on YouTube at 1111111 Jewish Toledo 

To opt out, mail Abby Hoicowitz at abby@ jewishtoledo.org 
with your name and address, and we’ll remove you from the 
mail list. Thanks for helping us save the planet!

Want to opt out of the Toledo Jewish News print version? 
The newspaper is posted online every month (often earlier 
than the mail) and always FREE to read on your smart 
phone, computer, or tablet. Stay up-to-date on the latest of 
Jewish Toledo at www.jewishtoledo.org/about-us/tjn­ .

GO PAPER LESS
T O L E D O

READ TJN ONLINE HERE
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Wexler recognized by Scouting America
MARY BILYEU | SENIOR COMMUNITY RELATIONS AND PROGRAM SPECIALIST

The past 12 months have been 
a continual awards season for 
Jewish Toledo’s Mark Wexler. In 

that time, Scouting 
America (formerly 
known as the Boy 
Scouts of America) 
honored him with:

the Veteran 
Award for Service 
to Youth, in 
recognition of 60 
years of scouting 
service; the Art 

Mroz Spirit of Scouting Award, in 
recognition of exemplary display of the 
Scout Oath, Scout Law, and scouting 
spirit to the members of Northwest 
District; and �e American Legion 
Square Knot Award in recognition 
of dedication and work to assist in 
furthering the Scouting program in �e 
American Legion.

Most recently, at a celebratory 
dinner at �e Pinnacle on June 4, Mark 
was given the Silver Beaver Award by 
the National Court of Honor on behalf 
of the Erie Shores Council, to recognize 
noteworthy service of exceptional 
character to youth within a �ve-county 
region. �is is the most prestigious 
national acknowledgement that can 
be bestowed upon an adult who 
volunteers with Scouting America.

“I am so happy for him,” Mark’s 
brother Kevin said of the extra special 
honor of the Silver Beaver Award. 
“He volunteers constantly,” a living 
embodiment of the Scout Oath, in 
which one promises “to help other 
people at all times.”

Just a few of Mark’s activities include 
delivery of Temple Shomer Emunim’s 
Mitzvah Meals, chau�euring Veterans 
Administration patients to Ann Arbor 
for treatment, assisting with stock and 
packing for Connecting Kids to Meals, 
and providing companionship for 

patients at Hospice of Northwest Ohio.
Mark also continues to serve with 

Scouting America; he is the Unit 
Commissioner for Cub Pack and 
Scout Troop 154 sponsored by the 
American Legion’s Joseph W. Diehn 
Post 468 in Sylvania and Cub Pack 
and Scout Troop 87 sponsored by St. 
Joseph Church in Sylvania. During 
the summer he has helped at Camp 
Miakonda’s day camp, including 
working as a cook. 

“It’s heartwarming. It’s ful�lling,” 
Mark said of his e�orts at the same site 
where he completed his Eagle Scout 
service project, helping to prevent 
erosion. “We cook, we clean up, we 
serve, we eat with the kids,” and the 
adults help to supervise the youthful 
sta� as they develop maturity and 
skills. “Scouting is built on young adult 
leadership.”

Mark started as a Cub Scout and 
worked his way up through Webelos, 
Boy Scouts, and Eagle Scouts. “I 
wanted to do it because my friends 
were getting into it,” he explained. He 

was glad that “it just happened to be 
the Jewish pack” he got involved with 
(though it unfortunately no longer 
exists), and that he was able to learn 
from such good scoutmasters as Ernie 
Solomon, Leo Scheible, Bud Ja�ee, 
and Leon Williams. “�ey were all 
very important to me in my life,” Mark 
shared.

Goal-oriented from the very 
beginning, he acknowledged that there 
were three areas of achievement in 
which he wanted to excel.

First, education. Mark has earned 
two associate’s degrees, two bachelor’s 
degrees, and a master’s.

Second, bowling. “I wanted to have 
a 300 game in bowling,” he said. Having 
achieved that, he wanted to do it again. 
�en he made himself “the ultimate 
goal” – an 800 series, which involves 
bowling three games totaling 800 
points.

With that crossed o� his list, Mark 
then started throwing the ball left-
handed for a challenge. Some health 
issues led to his giving up the sport 10 

or so years ago. But, “I’ve satis�ed the 
300, so that’s good enough for me,” he 
said with a smile.

And third, scouting. “If I’m going to 
be in scouting, I want to get to Eagle 
Scout,” he said as he worked his way 
through to the top level.

Mark’s face lit up as he talked about 
scouting memories, from the annual 
Pine Car Derby and Rain Gutter 
Regatta to a camping trip that nearly 
ended in disaster when a bear slashed 
its way into his tent in search of food 
(spoiler alert: he survived).

When he joined the U.S. Air Force 
in 1975, Mark’s �rst assignment even 
involved working with scouts at RAF 
Bentwaters UK, an American military 
installation.

“Scouting allowed me to travel the 
world and go as high as I wanted to go,” 
he said.

As he’s humbly accepted his 
numerous recent awards, Mark noted 
that, as the son of a Raggedy-Ass 
Cadet – a self-named group of scrappy, 
industrious sons of poor but hard-
working immigrants, who were raised 
in the north end of Toledo during 
the early 20th century – one prize he 
hasn’t received is Mensch of the Year, 
which used to be bestowed annually at 
the Raggedies’ reunions of members 
and their families. �e group stopped 
meeting during the pandemic, and 
descendants have mostly joined the 
Toledo Jewish Men’s Club rather 
than getting the proverbial band back 
together.

But Scouting America has more than 
made up for this by extending its award 
season for a 12-month period to keep 
recognizing Mark for his dedication to 
the organization and to volunteerism.

“He’s like a shining light,” Kevin said 
lovingly of his brother.

“Wherever he goes, he has a smile 
on his face. Mark is always there for 
everybody and anybody.”

Jewish Toledo orthopaedic resident helps perform 

surgeries in Guatemala

This spring, UToledo Health 
orthopaedic resident and 
Jewish Federation of Greater 

Toledo Young Professional (YoPro) 
Dr. Jacob Alexander traveled to 
Guatemala as part of a medical 
mission that provided 105 life-
changing surgeries for 100 patients.

Alexander spent a week in 
Antigua, Guatemala, serving with 
Team Hope in Motion, a surgical 
missions initiative partnered with 
the nonpro�t Faith in Practice. �e 
team worked out of Obras Sociales, a 
church-turned-hospital that provides 
care to underserved populations.

According to Alexander, he was 
one of approximately 60 medical 
professionals from across the United 
States participating in the mission. 
�e multidisciplinary team included 
surgeons, nurses, anesthesiologists, 
pharmacists, Certi�ed Registered 

Nurse Anesthetists, sterile processing 
technicians, physical therapists, 
physician assistants, and attending 
physicians. Together, they performed 
orthopaedic procedures including 
total hip replacements, knee 
replacements, and foot and ankle 
surgeries, particularly for patients 
with neglected clubfoot conditions 
who might otherwise have limited 
access to specialized care.

“I was the only resident on the 
trip,” Alexander said. “It was a 
fantastic experience. �e patients 
don’t have the means we do, and 
they live in a very di�erent world 
than what I see every day at UToledo 
Medical Center.”

In addition to his medical work, 
Alexander found opportunities 
to connect with his Jewish faith 
while abroad. Before departing for 
Guatemala, he visited Chabad and 

wrapped te�llin.
�e implants used during the 

mission were donated by global 

medical technology company 
Zimmer Biomet, helping make the 
surgeries possible.

Wexler

Jacob Alexander (center) helps treat a patient in Antigua, Guatemala, during his mission with non-
profit Faith in Practice (Team Hope in Motion).
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CONGREGATION B’NAI ISRAEL
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�ŽŶŶĞĐƟŶŐ <ŝĚƐ ƚŽ MĞĂůƐ
Thursday, August 13, 2026 3:00-5:00 PM
Cherry Street Mission Building, 1501 Monroe St. 
We need 8-12 volunteers to put together packages of 
food for children that live in the Toledo area. 
RSVP to programming@cbitoledo.org by Aug. 12th.

�ĂŶĂƐƚĂ Θ MĂŚũŽŶŐ Ăƚ ��/
Canasta: Tuesdays at 12:30 PM
Mahjong: Thursdays at 12:30 PM
RSVP for Canasta to Rhoda Miller at rmiller@cbitoledo.org. 
RSVP for Mahjong to Miriam Beckerman at wcbi@cbitoledo.org.

Congregation B’nai Israel
6525 Sylvania Ave., Sylvania, Ohio 43560  •  419.517.8400  •  CBIToledo.org

WEEKLY SERVICES SCHEDULE *except during holidays
• Monday & Thursday Morning Minyan: 8:00 AM - IP/ZM
ͻ�DŽŶĚĂǇ�Ͳ�dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇ��ŌĞƌŶŽŽŶ�DŝŶǇĂŶ�Θ�&ƌŝĚĂǇ�<ĂďďĂůĂƚ�^ŚĂďďĂƚ:�ϱ:ϰϱ�WD�Ͳ��D
ͻ�^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ�DŽƌŶŝŶŐ�^ŚĂďďĂƚ:�ϵ:ϯϬ��D�Ͳ�/Wͬ>^
ͻ�^ĂƚƵƌĚĂǇ�DŝŶĐŚĂ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ:�ϭϮ:ϰϱ�WD�(after Kiddush Luncheon) - IP/LS 
ͻ�^ƵŶĚĂǇ�DŽƌŶŝŶŐ�DŝŶǇĂŶ:�ϵ:ϯϬ��D�Ͳ�Ύ/Wͬ�D�(*In-person when Rel School is in session)

�ůů���/�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ�ĂƌĞ�ŽƉĞŶ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�Ăůů�ůŽĐĂů�ĐŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƚŝŽŶƐ�Θ�ŐƵĞƐƚƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�Z^sW�ƵŶůĞƐƐ�ŽƚŚĞƌǁŝƐĞ�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞĚ͘
/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ĂƌĞ�ŶŽƚ�Ă���/�ŵĞŵďĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ůŝŬĞ�ƚŽ�ĂƚƚĞŶĚ͕�ƉůĞĂƐĞ�ĐŽŶƚĂĐƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŽĨĨŝĐĞ�Ăƚ�ϰϭϵ͘ϱϭϳ͘ϴϰϬϬ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ŽĨĨŝĐĞ�ŚŽƵƌƐ͘

^As� d,� �Ad�͗
t��/ tŽŵĞŶΖƐ �ĂǇ ŽĨ >ĞĂƌŶŝŶŐ
dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇ͕ �EŽǀĞŵďĞƌ�ϱ͕�ϮϬϮϲ
d,/^�WZK'Z�D�/^�KW�E�dK�d,��tKD�E�K&��>>�>K��>�
CONGREGATIONS.
Details to follow in upcoming bulletins.

��/ KĸĐĞ �ůŽƐŝŶŐƐ 
DŽŶ͘�^ĞƉƚ�ϳƚŚ �ůŽƐĞĚ >ĂďŽƌ��ĂǇ

WĂƌĂƐŚĂƚ ,ĂƐŚĂǀƵĂŚ͗
dŽƌĂŚ WŽƌƟŽŶ ŽĨ ƚŚĞ tĞĞŬ �ŝƐĐƵƐƐŝŽŶ
&ƌŝĚĂǇƐ�at 11:00 AM at CBI
Except on Jewish holidays or otherwise notified.

tKM�E K& ��/ ��>��ZAd�͗
ZŽƐŚ �ŚŽĚĞƐŚ �ůƵů
dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇ͕ ��ƵŐƵƐƚ�Ϯϳ͕�ϮϬϮϲ͕�
5:00 PM at Vine to Wine
ϳϭϬϱ�t͘��ĞŶƚƌĂů��ǀĞŶƵĞ͕�dŽůĞĚŽ�;ŶĞĂƌ�WĂŶĞƌĂ��ƌĞĂĚͿ

:ŽŝŶ ƵƐ ĂƐ ǁĞ ƚŽĂƐƚ ƚŚĞ :ĞǁŝƐŚ EĞǁ zĞĂƌ ǁŝƚŚ ǇŽƵƌ ŽǁŶ 
ƉĞƌƐŽŶĂůůǇ ďŽƚƚůĞĚ ďŽƚƚůĞ ŽĨ ǁŝŶĞ͘
�ĂŝƌǇ AƉƉĞƟǌĞƌƐ ǁŝůů ďĞ ƐĞƌǀĞĚ͘ 
A registration fee of $15 (cash or check payable to "Women of 
CBI") will be collected at the door.
dŚĞ�dŝŬŬƵŶ�KůĂŵ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚŝƐ�ƉƌŽŐƌĂŵ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�Ă�ŵŽŶĞƚĂƌǇ�
ĚŽŶĂƚŝŽŶ�ďĞŶĞĨŝƚ�ƚŚĞ�ŬŝƚĐŚĞŶƐ�Ăƚ���/͘�
d,/^�WZK'Z�D�/^�KW�E�dK�d,��tKD�E�K&��>>�>K��>�
CONGREGATIONS. RSVP to Miriam Beckerman at wcbi@
cbitoledo.org by Monday, August 24th.

/ŶͲWĞƌƐŽŶ <ĂďďĂůĂƚ ^ŚĂďďĂƚ ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ
&ƌŝĚĂǇ͕ ��ƵŐƵƐƚ�ϳ͕�ϮϬϮϲ͕�ϲ:ϬϬ�WD�Ăƚ���/
:ŽŝŶ ƵƐ ĨŽƌ Ă ŵĞĂŶŝŶŐĨƵů ŝŶͲƉĞƌƐŽŶ MŝŶĐŚĂ ĂŶĚ <ĂďďĂůĂƚ 
^ŚĂďďĂƚ ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͘
RSVP to Kim Brody & Shira Hartman at kbrody@cbitoledo.org or 
call the office at 419.517.8400 by 2:00 PM, Friday, August 6th.

Z�'/^d�Z EKt͗
�ĂǀŝĚ ^͘ ^ƚŽŶĞ ZĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐ ^ĐŚŽŽů 
&ŝƌƐƚ��ĂǇ�ŝƐ�^ƵŶĚĂǇ͕ ��ƵŐƵƐƚ�Ϯϯ͕�ϮϬϮϲ
To register your child, contact Kim Brody and Shira Hartman at
kbrody@cbitoledo.org or call the office.

�ƌĞǀ ZŽƐŚ ,ĂƐŚĂŶĂŚ ďĞŐŝŶƐ ŽŶ 
&ƌŝĚĂǇ͕ ^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ ϭϭƚŚ
sŝƐŝƚ ƚŚĞ ��/ 'ŝŌ ^ŚŽƉ ĨŽƌ Ăůů ŽĨ ǇŽƵƌ ,ŝŐŚ ,ŽůŝĚĂǇ ŶĞĞĚƐ͘

<ŝĚĚƵƐŚ �ƵƉƐ
�ĂŶĚůĞƐƟĐŬƐ
:ĞǁĞůƌǇ 
ZŽƐŚ ,ĂƐŚĂŶĂŚ /ƚĞŵƐ 
<ŝƉƉŽƚ ĨŽƌ MĞŶ Θ tŽŵĞŶ 
dǌĞĚĂŬĂŚ �ŽǆĞƐ
,ŽůŝĚĂǇ ^ĞƌǀĞǁĂƌĞ

Check out our new merchandise!

�Ăůů�ĨŽƌ�ĂŶ�ĂƉƉŽŝŶƚŵĞŶƚ�Ăƚ�ϰϭϵͲϴϴϮͲϮϭϭϭ

>ƵůĂǀ Θ �ƚƌŽŐ ^Ğƚ ǁŝƚŚ ,ĂƐŚĂŶŽƚ
/Ĩ�ǇŽƵ�ǁŝƐŚ�ƚŽ�ƉƵƌĐŚĂƐĞ�Ă�ƐĞƚ�ĨŽƌ�^ƵŬŬŽƚ͕�ƉůĞĂƐĞ�ĐĂůů�ƚŚĞ���/�
ŽĨĨŝĐĞ�Ăƚ�;ϰϭϵͿ�ϱϭϳͲϴϰϬϬ�Žƌ�ĞŵĂŝů�ŐŵĂůůŝŶΛĐďŝƚŽůĞĚŽ͘ŽƌŐ�ŶŽ�
ůĂƚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�dŚƵƌƐĚĂǇ͕�^ĞƉƚĞŵďĞƌ�ϯ͕�ϮϬϮϲ͘
KZ��Z zKhZ^ EKt  WƌŝĐĞ͗ Ψϲϱ ƉĞƌ ƐĞƚ

>ŝŐŚƚ AƉƉƐ ĂŶĚ WŝǌǌĂ �ŝŶŶĞƌ Θ 
/ŶͲWĞƌƐŽŶ <ĂďďĂůĂƚ ^ŚĂďďĂƚ ^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ
&ƌŝĚĂǇ͕ ��ƵŐƵƐƚ�Ϯϭ͕�ϮϬϮϲ͕�ϲ:ϬϬ�WD�Ăƚ���/
:ŽŝŶ ƵƐ Ăƚ ϲ WM ĨŽƌ Ă ůŝŐŚƚ ĚŝŶŶĞƌ ŽĨ ĂƉƉĞƟǌĞƌƐ ĨŽƌ ĂĚƵůƚƐ ĂŶĚ ƉŝǌǌĂ 
ĨŽƌ ƚŚĞ ŬŝĚƐ͕ ĨŽůůŽǁĞĚ ďǇ ƚŚĞ <ĂďďĂůĂƚ ^ŚĂďďĂƚ ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞ Ăƚ ϳ͗ϭϱ WM͘
RSVP to Kim Brody & Shira Hartman at kbrody@cbitoledo.org or 
call the office at 419.517.8400 by Tuesday, August 18th.

TEMPLE SHOMER EMUNIM  WWW.TEMPLESE.COM

The Gift of Mindfulness
Wednesday, August 19 at 7pm
Join us for the Temple’s mindfulness program. We 
will explore different dimensions of mindfulness 
practice - different kinds of meditation, Jewish 
text study, small group conversations, and real-life 

practices that you can carry into your everyday life. You can join in person 
OR join on Zoom: contact the office for information to join on Zoom.

Shabbat 
Morning 
Yoga: 
Body and 
Soul

with Cantor Roher
Saturday, September 5 at 10:30 AM
Start your Shabbat morning with a 
rejuvenating spiritual practice that 
will give you a renewed sense of 
peace. The class is for all levels, using 
a chair or a mat, whichever is most 
appropriate for you. No experience 
needed. Call the Temple office for the 
Zoom link.

Shabbat Service with Rabbi Lisa 
Delson & Cayden Greenblatt
August 7, 2026
6:00 PM

Shabbat Service with Rabbi Lisa 
Delson & Cantor Jen Roher
August 14, 2026
6:00 PM

Bar Mitzvah of Micah Pliskow  
August 15, 2026
10:30 AM
Congregational Kiddush Lunch to 
Follow

Shabbat Service with Rabbi Lisa 
Delson & Cantor Jen Roher
August 21, 2026
6:00 PM

Bat Mitzvah of Lola Newell
August 22, 2026
10:30 AM

Camp Shabbat with Rabbi Lisa 
Delson & Cantor Jen Roher
August 28, 2026
6:00 PM

Outdoor service in the 
amphitheater
Torah Today
August 29, 2026
9:30��D

Torah 
Today

Saturday, August 29 at 9:30 AM An 
interactive discussion on the Torah 
portion for the week. Bagels and 
coffee are served. No experience 
necessary. Everyone is welcome.

Current 
Events 
Thursday, Aug. 27 
at 2 WM

Join Rabbi Delson for a discussion 
of world events and how it affects 
the Jewish community. Everyone 
is welcome.

CURRENT

EVENTS

Social Action Meeting
Sunday, August 9 at Noon

The work of justice doesn’t stop 
and is open to all. We will dis-
cuss our Voter Engagement campaign, 
postcarding, and gear up for the High Holy 
Day Food Drive. Questions: contact Jeanine 
Huttner at jeaninehutt1@gmail.com

Pride Parade with Better Together
Saturday, August 15
Love is love! For the second year, 
members of the Temple will join with 
the Better Together Pride Parade del-
egation at Toledo Pride. To register 
contact Katie Phillips at 
kphillips92545@gmail.com.

Multifaith Pride Event: For Such 
A Time As This
Thursday, August 20 at 6 WM
Zoar Lutheran Church 314 E. Indiana 
Ave, Perrysburg, Ohio
Join Rabbi Delson and others as we 
rise, resist, and restore at a multi 
faith event celebrating Pride with 
other faith groups. Carpools will be 
available from temple. Registration 
required, use QR code on flyer. For 
questions, contact Rabbi Delson.
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PLEASE NOTE: All Zoom, virtual, and in-person programs require 
registration. You can contact either Nancy Jacobson at Jaco824@bex.net 
or Elsa Leveton at 419-473-2401 or elsa@etzchayimtoledo.org for further 
information and registration.

SYLVANIA SUMMER MARKET AT OLANDER

Park to shop local farm-fresh produce and handmade � oral 
arrangements and enjoy family-friendly entertainment. We’ll 
meet on August 11 at 5:00.

SUNDAY POKER & MAHJ

Mahj and Poker will take place on Sunday August 16 & 30 
from 10 a.m.-noon. Everyone is invited to join. We have so much 
fun!

2ND ANNUAL COMMUNITY FAMILY PICNIC & 
KARAOKE DAY 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 23, 2026, AT 5 P.M.

Last year’s event was a tremendous success, bringing together 
friends for an evening � lled with wonderful music, delicious 
food, laughter, and community. We’re excited to do it again 
as Lawrence Ice, our popular karaoke host, returns to lead an 
evening of singing, dancing, and entertainment. Following the 
musical program, enjoy a delicious picnic dinner featuring BBQ 
chicken, hotdogs, sweet corn, baked beans, coleslaw, pickles, 
chips, soft drinks, watermelon, and dessert.

� e cost is $18 per person. Whether you enjoy singing, 
dancing, or simply spending time with friends old and new, this 
is a wonderful opportunity to come together in fellowship and 
celebrate our shared community. Mark your calendars—we 
look forward to seeing everyone on August 23! Please R.S.V.P. to 
Nancy Jacobson at jaco824@bex.net or Elsa Leveton at elsa@
etzchayimtoledo.org by August 19. 

NATURE WALK AT TOLEDO BOTANICAL GARDENS

Join us on Wednesday, August 26, for a relaxing and engaging 
Nature Walk at Toledo Botanical Gardens. We’ll meet at noon for 
a one-hour guided walk as we tune into the seasonal rhythms 
of nature and discover the one-of-a-kind natural attributes 
along the trails of Toledo Botanical Gardens. Enjoy the beauty 
of late summer while learning about the unique plants, � owers, 
and natural features that make this special place so inviting. 
After our walk, bring a packed lunch and stay to enjoy a picnic 
together as we relax, visit with friends, and enjoy an afternoon in 
nature. Please wear comfortable walking shoes and dress for the 
weather. We hope you’ll join us! Please register with Nancy.

SAVE THE DATES:

A Toledo librarian will lead a session on genealogy 
Wednesday, September 16 at 10 a.m. in our shul library. She 
will bring each person family history folders and discuss using 
databases to help with research. 

Our third Book Club Meeting is scheduled for Sunday, 
October 25 at 10 a.m. � e book that will be reviewed is Hannah 
Coulter by Wendell Berry. 

Please register for all programs with Nancy or Elsa.

HIGH
HOLIDAYS

Order By:Order By: Pick-Up:Pick-Up:

September 3
at chefcari.com
September 3

at chefcari.com
September 10
at Chabad

September 10
at Chabad

B”H

For more information:

Chabadtoledo.com

AT CHABAD
OF TOLEDO
2728 KING RD.
TOLEDO, OH 43617

For complete
Holiday Schedule,
see September page
of the calendar.

No Affiliation Necessary
Traditional and Inspirational Services
Warm and Friendly Atmosphere
Special Children's Program
NO CHARGE for seats
Your donation is greatly appreciated
Advance reservations are recommended

SEPT 20-21
YOM KIPPUR

SEPT 11-13
ROSH HASHANA

High Holiday Services are sponsored in honor of, and with many thanks to,
Gary & Andrea Delman

Inspiring High Holiday Services with Meaning & Melody!

ROSH HASHANA
KOSHER CATERING
ROSH HASHANA
KOSHER CATERING

By Chef Cari

We have arranged with Chef Cari in West Bloomfield, MI to offer you a
fully catered Rosh Hashana menu for order.

Orders will be available for pickup at Chabad House.
To confirm pickup times, call 419.322.2730.

To view the full menu visit www.chefcari.com

We have arranged with Chef Cari in West Bloomfield, MI to offer you a
fully catered Rosh Hashana menu for order.

Orders will be available for pickup at Chabad House.
To confirm pickup times, call 419.322.2730.

To view the full menu visit www.chefcari.com

**Please select Toledo as a pickup option.****Please select Toledo as a pickup option.**

High school volunteers changing lives through friendship and kindness.
Give your time. Share your heart.

Join the Friendship Circle volunteer community!
Opportunities available for summer camp and year round.

to volunteer:
mushka@fctoledo.com

or 419-509-0105
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Tech Time with Tim

TIM HAGEN
  tim@jewishtoledo.org

DISCLAIMER
Letters, commentaries, opinions and advertisements appearing in the Toledo Jewish News reflect the views and 
thoughts of the writer and/or advertiser and do not necessarily represent the opinions or views of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Toledo, its board of directors, officers or employees unless explicitly stated.

Should you, or someone you care about, need accessibility-
related tech help, please see the following Big Tech sites 

for guidance. 

If you simply google the listed 
keywords (“Apple Accessibility” or 
“Microsoft Accessibility”, etc.), you’ll 
� nd the correct resource and a ton of 
helpful information about products, 
research, and practical tips.

Stay cool and happy exploring! 

Until next month - Tim 
• Apple Accessibility
• Android Accessibility
• Microsoft Accessibility
• Google Accessibility
• Amazon Accessibility

Tim Hagen
Project Manager and Technology Coordinator Senior, Family and Social Services
Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo
6505 Sylvania Avenue
Sylvania, OH 43560
[T] 419-724-0412  [E] Tim@jewishtoledo.org

Upcoming Device Advice Tech Programs:
Wednesdays 11 a.m.-noon
Upcoming Tech Programs
1. August 5: Weighing the pros and cons of cable TV and 
streaming services

2. August 19: Exploring the how-tos of saving/transferring 
information from old, external drives

Please RSVP with Sherry Majewski at:
419-724-0351 or sherry@jewishtoledo.org

* For the safety and security of our community, the 
location of all events will be shared with registrants prior 
to the event.
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Tim Hagen

Project Manager and Technology Coordinator Jewish Senior, Family 
and Social Services

Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo 

6505 Sylvania Avenue

Sylvania, OH 43560

[T] 419-724-0412  [E] Tim@jewishtoledo.org

Now that the worst of the ^ummer’s heat and humidity have passed, 
you may Įnd yourself more willing again to venture outside to bike 
ride,  garden,  walk ,  and lounge.

^ometimes, untethering from the digital world by going outdoors is 
a perfect way to unwind and relax. But should you like to keep your 
toes dipped, if only slightly, in the tech world while doing so, please 
see the following recommendations for products that ;fairlyͿ unob -
trusively track your health and Įtness metrics. hntil next time! Tim

Most sŵart Ɖhones include default Įtness aƉƉs ;�ƉƉle͛s Fitness
is an eǆaŵƉleͿ͘ TaŬe tiŵe to eǆƉlore the basics on a default aƉƉ:
steƉ count͕ tiŵe you͛re Ɖhysically active͕ and calories burned͕ for
instance͘ zou can learn a lot about your habits and health each day
by reviewing this inforŵation͘ �nd it doesn͛t reƋuire ŵuch tiŵe or
eīort͘

For ŵore engageŵent͕ Fitbit͕ Garŵin͕ and �ƉƉle tatches can ŵoniͲ
tor a wide variety of health ŵetrics ;as ŵentioned aboveͿ and then
soŵe͘ Fitbits range on the less eǆƉensive side while Garŵins and
�ƉƉle tatches tend to be Ɖricier͘

;Tech Tiŵe with TiŵͿ

Device Advice programs are held on Wednesdays 

11 a.m.-noon

Upcoming Tech Programs
1 . tednesday͕ SeƉteŵber ϭϬ: Device Advice ʹ hnderstanding the
cloud
2 . tednesday͕ SeƉteŵber ϭϳ: Device Advice –  B rowser priv acy
and security
R^VP with ^herry Majewski, 419-724-0351 or sherry@jewishtoledo.org

* For the safety and security of our community, the location of all events will be
shared with registrants prior to the event.

Get your Toledo Jewish News online 
www.jewishtoledo.org
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Tech Time with Tim

TIM HAGEN
  tim@jewishtoledo.org

This month’s tech newsletter post is appropriately brief 
with an emphasis on the value of slowing down. I’d 

like to highlight the values (some may be subtle, others 
overt) of analog technology. That is, pre-digital, pre-smart 
technology.

During May I challenge you to 
devote time to look at the tech that 
may surround you at home and 
make extra e� orts to be mindful of 
devices considered “low tech.”

Right, these devices may take 
the shape of radios. Perhaps � lm 
cameras. Maybe an old slide 
projector, an LP record player, or 
even an older car. While using these, 
what limitations do they have… and 
what do they require from you that 
may be di� erent than, say, a modern 
device?

And on the � ip side, what bene� ts 
may these devices give that modern 

conveniences don’t? What might you 
like better about them? How might 
they challenge you or a� ect you 
di� erently? 

Be well and enjoy slowing down 
during the month of May. And as 
always, please contact me with any 
questions tech-related. Good luck 
and until next month! Tim

DISCLAIMER
Letters, commentaries, opinions and advertisements 
appearing in the Toledo Jewish News reflect the views 
and thoughts of the writer and/or advertiser and do not 
necessarily represent the opinions or views of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Toledo, its board of directors, 
officers or employees unless explicitly stated.

Tim Hagen
Project Manager and 
Technology Coordinator 
Jewish Senior, Family and 
Social Services
Jewish Federation of Greater 
Toledo 

[T] 419-724-0412  

Device Advice programs are held on 
Wednesdays 11 a.m.-noon
Upcoming Tech Programs
1. May 6: Avoiding Online Scams
2. May 27: Accessibility Features on 
Mobile Devices

Please RSVP with Sherry Majewski at:
419-724-0351 or sherry@
jewishtoledo.org

* For the safety and security of 
our community, the location of 
all events will be shared with 
registrants prior to the event.
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steƉ count͕ tiŵe you͛re Ɖhysically active͕ and calories burned͕ for
instance͘ zou can learn a lot about your habits and health each day
by reviewing this inforŵation͘ �nd it doesn͛t reƋuire ŵuch tiŵe or
eīort͘

For ŵore engageŵent͕ Fitbit͕ Garŵin͕ and �ƉƉle tatches can ŵoniͲ
tor a wide variety of health ŵetrics ;as ŵentioned aboveͿ and then
soŵe͘ Fitbits range on the less eǆƉensive side while Garŵins and
�ƉƉle tatches tend to be Ɖricier͘

;Tech Tiŵe with TiŵͿ

Device Advice programs are held on Wednesdays 

11 a.m.-noon

Upcoming Tech Programs
1 . tednesday͕ SeƉteŵber ϭϬ: Device Advice ʹ hnderstanding the
cloud
2 . tednesday͕ SeƉteŵber ϭϳ: Device Advice –  B rowser priv acy
and security
R^VP with ^herry Majewski, 419-724-0351 or sherry@jewishtoledo.org

* For the safety and security of our community, the location of all events will be
shared with registrants prior to the event.
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Tech Time with Tim

TIM HAGEN
  tim@jewishtoledo.org

DISCLAIMER
Letters, commentaries, opinions and advertisements appearing in the Toledo Jewish News reflect the views and 
thoughts of the writer and/or advertiser and do not necessarily represent the opinions or views of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Toledo, its board of directors, officers or employees unless explicitly stated.

Fostering a sense of social connection, whether through 
family, friends, or both remains ever-so-important 

for one’s well-being. As we’re in the middle of winter, I’m 
finding myself starting or diving deeper into the following 
habits to nurture my friendships that may already be 
strong or, perhaps, may need revisiting. 

� e one ‘catch,’ if you will, regarding my drive for connectivity is that I’m 
using tech, in some way, shape, or form, to do this. � at said, keeping my use 
of tech simple and easy has helped me stay motivated… and should you try 
this, I hope it will help you, too.

Instead of texting someone, try calling them. Initiate a friendly, daily/
weekly competition involving online games (such as Wordle). You may � nd 
that comparing results is more fun and funnier than you’d expect… and gives 
you an excuse to stay in touch with one another

Ditch social media and texting and instead email at least one or two friends 
or family members with whom you haven’t spoken with, or seen, in over a 
year. Writing in longer form (even if only for a paragraph or two) may o� er you 
a ‘new’, more robust way to communicate again.

Until next month! Tim

Tim Hagen
Project Manager and Technology Coordinator Jewish Senior, Family and Social Services

Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo 

[T] 419-724-0412

Device Advice programs are held on 
Wednesdays 11 a.m.-noon
Upcoming Tech Programs

1. Wednesday, February 11: All About Passkeys

2. Wednesday, February 18: Let’s Talk About AI

Please RSVP with Sherry Majewski at:

419-724-0351 or sherry@jewishtoledo.org

* For the safety and security of our community, the 
location of all events will be shared with registrants 
prior to the event.

 Toledo Jewish News • September 2025• Page 21

B&W

News

Locally owned and
operated since 1955

Thomas �. �isnie3ski, 1948-2018 T �avid �. C6erniak, �ire�tor

���� �ip�

Tim Hagen

Project Manager and Technology Coordinator Jewish Senior, Family 
and Social Services

Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo 

6505 Sylvania Avenue

Sylvania, OH 43560

[T] 419-724-0412  [E] Tim@jewishtoledo.org

Now that the worst of the ^ummer’s heat and humidity have passed, 
you may Įnd yourself more willing again to venture outside to bike 
ride,  garden,  walk ,  and lounge.

^ometimes, untethering from the digital world by going outdoors is 
a perfect way to unwind and relax. But should you like to keep your 
toes dipped, if only slightly, in the tech world while doing so, please 
see the following recommendations for products that ;fairlyͿ unob -
trusively track your health and Įtness metrics. hntil next time! Tim

Most sŵart Ɖhones include default Įtness aƉƉs ;�ƉƉle͛s Fitness
is an eǆaŵƉleͿ͘ TaŬe tiŵe to eǆƉlore the basics on a default aƉƉ:
steƉ count͕ tiŵe you͛re Ɖhysically active͕ and calories burned͕ for
instance͘ zou can learn a lot about your habits and health each day
by reviewing this inforŵation͘ �nd it doesn͛t reƋuire ŵuch tiŵe or
eīort͘

For ŵore engageŵent͕ Fitbit͕ Garŵin͕ and �ƉƉle tatches can ŵoniͲ
tor a wide variety of health ŵetrics ;as ŵentioned aboveͿ and then
soŵe͘ Fitbits range on the less eǆƉensive side while Garŵins and
�ƉƉle tatches tend to be Ɖricier͘

;Tech Tiŵe with TiŵͿ

Device Advice programs are held on Wednesdays 

11 a.m.-noon

Upcoming Tech Programs
1 . tednesday͕ SeƉteŵber ϭϬ: Device Advice ʹ hnderstanding the
cloud
2 . tednesday͕ SeƉteŵber ϭϳ: Device Advice –  B rowser priv acy
and security
R^VP with ^herry Majewski, 419-724-0351 or sherry@jewishtoledo.org

* For the safety and security of our community, the location of all events will be
shared with registrants prior to the event.
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Tech Time with Tim

TIM HAGEN
  tim@jewishtoledo.org

Now that the worst of the Summer’s heat and 
humidity have passed, you may find yourself more 
willing again to venture outside to bike ride, garden, 

walk, and lounge.
Sometimes, untethering from the digital world by going outdoors is a 
perfect way to unwind and relax. But should you like to keep your toes 
dipped, if only slightly, in the tech world while doing so, please see the 
following recommendations for products that (fairly) unobtrusively track 
your health and � tness metrics. 
     Until next time! Tim

Locally owned and
operated since 1955

Get your Toledo Jewish News online 
www.jewishtoledo.org

Most smartphones include default 
fitness apps

Take time to explore the basics on a default app: step 
count, time you’re physically active, and calories burned, 
for instance. You can learn a lot about your habits and 
health each day by reviewing this information. And it 
doesn’t require much time or e� ort.

For more engagement, Fitbit, Garmin, and Apple 
Watches can monitor a wide variety of health metrics 
(as mentioned above) and then some. Fitbits range on 
the less expensive side while Garmins and Apple Watches 
tend to be pricier.

Tim Hagen
Project Manager and 
Technology Coordinator 
Jewish Senior, Family and 
Social Services
Jewish Federation 
of Greater Toledo 

6505 Sylvania Avenue
Sylvania, OH 43560
[T] 419-724-0412  
[E] Tim@jewishtoledo.org

Device Advice programs are held on 
Wednesdays 11 a.m.-noon
Upcoming Tech Programs
1. Wednesday, September 10: Device 
Advice – Understanding the cloud
2. Wednesday, September 17: Device 

Advice – Browser privacy and security
RSVP with Sherry Majewski, 419-724-0351 or 
sherry@jewishtoledo.org

* For the safety and security of 
our community, the location of 
all events will be shared with 
registrants prior to the event.

DISCLAIMER
Letters, commentaries, opinions and advertisements appearing in the Toledo Jewish News reflect the views and 
thoughts of the writer and/or advertiser and do not necessarily represent the opinions or views of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Toledo, its board of directors, officers or employees unless explicitly stated.
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Tech Time with Tim

TIM HAGEN
  tim@jewishtoledo.org

Now that the worst of the Summer’s heat and 
humidity have passed, you may find yourself more 
willing again to venture outside to bike ride, garden, 

walk, and lounge.
Sometimes, untethering from the digital world by going outdoors is a 
perfect way to unwind and relax. But should you like to keep your toes 
dipped, if only slightly, in the tech world while doing so, please see the 
following recommendations for products that (fairly) unobtrusively track 
your health and � tness metrics. 
     Until next time! Tim

Locally owned and
operated since 1955

Get your Toledo Jewish News online 
www.jewishtoledo.org

Most smartphones include default 
fitness apps

Take time to explore the basics on a default app: step 
count, time you’re physically active, and calories burned, 
for instance. You can learn a lot about your habits and 
health each day by reviewing this information. And it 
doesn’t require much time or e� ort.

For more engagement, Fitbit, Garmin, and Apple 
Watches can monitor a wide variety of health metrics 
(as mentioned above) and then some. Fitbits range on 
the less expensive side while Garmins and Apple Watches 
tend to be pricier.

Tim Hagen
Project Manager and 
Technology Coordinator 
Jewish Senior, Family and 
Social Services
Jewish Federation 
of Greater Toledo 

6505 Sylvania Avenue
Sylvania, OH 43560
[T] 419-724-0412  
[E] Tim@jewishtoledo.org

Device Advice programs are held on 
Wednesdays 11 a.m.-noon
Upcoming Tech Programs
1. Wednesday, September 10: Device 
Advice – Understanding the cloud
2. Wednesday, September 17: Device 

Advice – Browser privacy and security
RSVP with Sherry Majewski, 419-724-0351 or 
sherry@jewishtoledo.org

* For the safety and security of 
our community, the location of 
all events will be shared with 
registrants prior to the event.

DISCLAIMER
Letters, commentaries, opinions and advertisements appearing in the Toledo Jewish News reflect the views and 
thoughts of the writer and/or advertiser and do not necessarily represent the opinions or views of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Toledo, its board of directors, officers or employees unless explicitly stated.
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Tech Time with Tim

TIM HAGEN
  tim@jewishtoledo.org

DISCLAIMER
Letters, commentaries, opinions and advertisements appearing in the Toledo Jewish News reflect the views and 
thoughts of the writer and/or advertiser and do not necessarily represent the opinions or views of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Toledo, its board of directors, officers or employees unless explicitly stated.

Fostering a sense of social connection, whether through 
family, friends, or both remains ever-so-important 

for one’s well-being. As we’re in the middle of winter, I’m 
finding myself starting or diving deeper into the following 
habits to nurture my friendships that may already be 
strong or, perhaps, may need revisiting. 

� e one ‘catch,’ if you will, regarding my drive for connectivity is that I’m 
using tech, in some way, shape, or form, to do this. � at said, keeping my use 
of tech simple and easy has helped me stay motivated… and should you try 
this, I hope it will help you, too.

Instead of texting someone, try calling them. Initiate a friendly, daily/
weekly competition involving online games (such as Wordle). You may � nd 
that comparing results is more fun and funnier than you’d expect… and gives 
you an excuse to stay in touch with one another

Ditch social media and texting and instead email at least one or two friends 
or family members with whom you haven’t spoken with, or seen, in over a 
year. Writing in longer form (even if only for a paragraph or two) may o� er you 
a ‘new’, more robust way to communicate again.

Until next month! Tim

Tim Hagen
Project Manager and Technology Coordinator Jewish Senior, Family and Social Services

Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo 

[T] 419-724-0412

Device Advice programs are held on 
Wednesdays 11 a.m.-noon
Upcoming Tech Programs

1. Wednesday, February 11: All About Passkeys

2. Wednesday, February 18: Let’s Talk About AI

Please RSVP with Sherry Majewski at:

419-724-0351 or sherry@jewishtoledo.org

* For the safety and security of our community, the 
location of all events will be shared with registrants 
prior to the event.
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Tim Hagen

Project Manager and Technology Coordinator Jewish Senior, Family 
and Social Services

Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo 

6505 Sylvania Avenue

Sylvania, OH 43560

[T] 419-724-0412  [E] Tim@jewishtoledo.org

Now that the worst of the ^ummer’s heat and humidity have passed, 
you may Įnd yourself more willing again to venture outside to bike 
ride,  garden,  walk ,  and lounge.

^ometimes, untethering from the digital world by going outdoors is 
a perfect way to unwind and relax. But should you like to keep your 
toes dipped, if only slightly, in the tech world while doing so, please 
see the following recommendations for products that ;fairlyͿ unob -
trusively track your health and Įtness metrics. hntil next time! Tim

Most sŵart Ɖhones include default Įtness aƉƉs ;�ƉƉle͛s Fitness
is an eǆaŵƉleͿ͘ TaŬe tiŵe to eǆƉlore the basics on a default aƉƉ:
steƉ count͕ tiŵe you͛re Ɖhysically active͕ and calories burned͕ for
instance͘ zou can learn a lot about your habits and health each day
by reviewing this inforŵation͘ �nd it doesn͛t reƋuire ŵuch tiŵe or
eīort͘

For ŵore engageŵent͕ Fitbit͕ Garŵin͕ and �ƉƉle tatches can ŵoniͲ
tor a wide variety of health ŵetrics ;as ŵentioned aboveͿ and then
soŵe͘ Fitbits range on the less eǆƉensive side while Garŵins and
�ƉƉle tatches tend to be Ɖricier͘

;Tech Tiŵe with TiŵͿ

Device Advice programs are held on Wednesdays 

11 a.m.-noon

Upcoming Tech Programs
1 . tednesday͕ SeƉteŵber ϭϬ: Device Advice ʹ hnderstanding the
cloud
2 . tednesday͕ SeƉteŵber ϭϳ: Device Advice –  B rowser priv acy
and security
R^VP with ^herry Majewski, 419-724-0351 or sherry@jewishtoledo.org

* For the safety and security of our community, the location of all events will be
shared with registrants prior to the event.

Get your Toledo Jewish News online 
www.jewishtoledo.org
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Tech Time with Tim

TIM HAGEN
  tim@jewishtoledo.org

Now that the worst of the Summer’s heat and 
humidity have passed, you may find yourself more 
willing again to venture outside to bike ride, garden, 

walk, and lounge.
Sometimes, untethering from the digital world by going outdoors is a 
perfect way to unwind and relax. But should you like to keep your toes 
dipped, if only slightly, in the tech world while doing so, please see the 
following recommendations for products that (fairly) unobtrusively track 
your health and � tness metrics. 
     Until next time! Tim

Locally owned and
operated since 1955

Get your Toledo Jewish News online 
www.jewishtoledo.org

Most smartphones include default 
fitness apps

Take time to explore the basics on a default app: step 
count, time you’re physically active, and calories burned, 
for instance. You can learn a lot about your habits and 
health each day by reviewing this information. And it 
doesn’t require much time or e� ort.

For more engagement, Fitbit, Garmin, and Apple 
Watches can monitor a wide variety of health metrics 
(as mentioned above) and then some. Fitbits range on 
the less expensive side while Garmins and Apple Watches 
tend to be pricier.

Tim Hagen
Project Manager and 
Technology Coordinator 
Jewish Senior, Family and 
Social Services
Jewish Federation 
of Greater Toledo 

6505 Sylvania Avenue
Sylvania, OH 43560
[T] 419-724-0412  
[E] Tim@jewishtoledo.org

Device Advice programs are held on 
Wednesdays 11 a.m.-noon
Upcoming Tech Programs
1. Wednesday, September 10: Device 
Advice – Understanding the cloud
2. Wednesday, September 17: Device 

Advice – Browser privacy and security
RSVP with Sherry Majewski, 419-724-0351 or 
sherry@jewishtoledo.org

* For the safety and security of 
our community, the location of 
all events will be shared with 
registrants prior to the event.

DISCLAIMER
Letters, commentaries, opinions and advertisements appearing in the Toledo Jewish News reflect the views and 
thoughts of the writer and/or advertiser and do not necessarily represent the opinions or views of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Toledo, its board of directors, officers or employees unless explicitly stated.
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Tech Time with Tim

TIM HAGEN
  tim@jewishtoledo.org

Now that the worst of the Summer’s heat and 
humidity have passed, you may find yourself more 
willing again to venture outside to bike ride, garden, 

walk, and lounge.
Sometimes, untethering from the digital world by going outdoors is a 
perfect way to unwind and relax. But should you like to keep your toes 
dipped, if only slightly, in the tech world while doing so, please see the 
following recommendations for products that (fairly) unobtrusively track 
your health and � tness metrics. 
     Until next time! Tim
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Get your Toledo Jewish News online 
www.jewishtoledo.org

Most smartphones include default 
fitness apps

Take time to explore the basics on a default app: step 
count, time you’re physically active, and calories burned, 
for instance. You can learn a lot about your habits and 
health each day by reviewing this information. And it 
doesn’t require much time or e� ort.

For more engagement, Fitbit, Garmin, and Apple 
Watches can monitor a wide variety of health metrics 
(as mentioned above) and then some. Fitbits range on 
the less expensive side while Garmins and Apple Watches 
tend to be pricier.

Tim Hagen
Project Manager and 
Technology Coordinator 
Jewish Senior, Family and 
Social Services
Jewish Federation 
of Greater Toledo 

6505 Sylvania Avenue
Sylvania, OH 43560
[T] 419-724-0412  
[E] Tim@jewishtoledo.org

Device Advice programs are held on 
Wednesdays 11 a.m.-noon
Upcoming Tech Programs
1. Wednesday, September 10: Device 
Advice – Understanding the cloud
2. Wednesday, September 17: Device 

Advice – Browser privacy and security
RSVP with Sherry Majewski, 419-724-0351 or 
sherry@jewishtoledo.org

* For the safety and security of 
our community, the location of 
all events will be shared with 
registrants prior to the event.

DISCLAIMER
Letters, commentaries, opinions and advertisements appearing in the Toledo Jewish News reflect the views and 
thoughts of the writer and/or advertiser and do not necessarily represent the opinions or views of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Toledo, its board of directors, officers or employees unless explicitly stated.
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Tech Time with Tim

TIM HAGEN
  tim@jewishtoledo.org

This month’s tech newsletter post is appropriately brief 
with an emphasis on the value of slowing down. I’d 

like to highlight the values (some may be subtle, others 
overt) of analog technology. That is, pre-digital, pre-smart 
technology.

During May I challenge you to 
devote time to look at the tech that 
may surround you at home and 
make extra e� orts to be mindful of 
devices considered “low tech.”

Right, these devices may take 
the shape of radios. Perhaps � lm 
cameras. Maybe an old slide 
projector, an LP record player, or 
even an older car. While using these, 
what limitations do they have… and 
what do they require from you that 
may be di� erent than, say, a modern 
device?

And on the � ip side, what bene� ts 
may these devices give that modern 

conveniences don’t? What might you 
like better about them? How might 
they challenge you or a� ect you 
di� erently? 

Be well and enjoy slowing down 
during the month of May. And as 
always, please contact me with any 
questions tech-related. Good luck 
and until next month! Tim

DISCLAIMER
Letters, commentaries, opinions and advertisements 
appearing in the Toledo Jewish News reflect the views 
and thoughts of the writer and/or advertiser and do not 
necessarily represent the opinions or views of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Toledo, its board of directors, 
officers or employees unless explicitly stated.

Tim Hagen
Project Manager and 
Technology Coordinator 
Jewish Senior, Family and 
Social Services
Jewish Federation of Greater 
Toledo 

[T] 419-724-0412  

Device Advice programs are held on 
Wednesdays 11 a.m.-noon
Upcoming Tech Programs
1. May 6: Avoiding Online Scams
2. May 27: Accessibility Features on 
Mobile Devices

Please RSVP with Sherry Majewski at:
419-724-0351 or sherry@
jewishtoledo.org

* For the safety and security of 
our community, the location of 
all events will be shared with 
registrants prior to the event.
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Tim Hagen

Project Manager and Technology Coordinator Jewish Senior, Family 
and Social Services

Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo 

6505 Sylvania Avenue

Sylvania, OH 43560

[T] 419-724-0412  [E] Tim@jewishtoledo.org

Now that the worst of the ^ummer’s heat and humidity have passed, 
you may Įnd yourself more willing again to venture outside to bike 
ride,  garden,  walk ,  and lounge.

^ometimes, untethering from the digital world by going outdoors is 
a perfect way to unwind and relax. But should you like to keep your 
toes dipped, if only slightly, in the tech world while doing so, please 
see the following recommendations for products that ;fairlyͿ unob -
trusively track your health and Įtness metrics. hntil next time! Tim

Most sŵart Ɖhones include default Įtness aƉƉs ;�ƉƉle͛s Fitness
is an eǆaŵƉleͿ͘ TaŬe tiŵe to eǆƉlore the basics on a default aƉƉ:
steƉ count͕ tiŵe you͛re Ɖhysically active͕ and calories burned͕ for
instance͘ zou can learn a lot about your habits and health each day
by reviewing this inforŵation͘ �nd it doesn͛t reƋuire ŵuch tiŵe or
eīort͘

For ŵore engageŵent͕ Fitbit͕ Garŵin͕ and �ƉƉle tatches can ŵoniͲ
tor a wide variety of health ŵetrics ;as ŵentioned aboveͿ and then
soŵe͘ Fitbits range on the less eǆƉensive side while Garŵins and
�ƉƉle tatches tend to be Ɖricier͘

;Tech Tiŵe with TiŵͿ

Device Advice programs are held on Wednesdays 

11 a.m.-noon

Upcoming Tech Programs
1 . tednesday͕ SeƉteŵber ϭϬ: Device Advice ʹ hnderstanding the
cloud
2 . tednesday͕ SeƉteŵber ϭϳ: Device Advice –  B rowser priv acy
and security
R^VP with ^herry Majewski, 419-724-0351 or sherry@jewishtoledo.org

* For the safety and security of our community, the location of all events will be
shared with registrants prior to the event.

Get your Toledo Jewish News online 
www.jewishtoledo.org
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Tech Time with Tim

TIM HAGEN
  tim@jewishtoledo.org

DISCLAIMER
Letters, commentaries, opinions and advertisements appearing in the Toledo Jewish News reflect the views and 
thoughts of the writer and/or advertiser and do not necessarily represent the opinions or views of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Toledo, its board of directors, officers or employees unless explicitly stated.

Fostering a sense of social connection, whether through 
family, friends, or both remains ever-so-important 

for one’s well-being. As we’re in the middle of winter, I’m 
finding myself starting or diving deeper into the following 
habits to nurture my friendships that may already be 
strong or, perhaps, may need revisiting. 

� e one ‘catch,’ if you will, regarding my drive for connectivity is that I’m 
using tech, in some way, shape, or form, to do this. � at said, keeping my use 
of tech simple and easy has helped me stay motivated… and should you try 
this, I hope it will help you, too.

Instead of texting someone, try calling them. Initiate a friendly, daily/
weekly competition involving online games (such as Wordle). You may � nd 
that comparing results is more fun and funnier than you’d expect… and gives 
you an excuse to stay in touch with one another

Ditch social media and texting and instead email at least one or two friends 
or family members with whom you haven’t spoken with, or seen, in over a 
year. Writing in longer form (even if only for a paragraph or two) may o� er you 
a ‘new’, more robust way to communicate again.

Until next month! Tim

Tim Hagen
Project Manager and Technology Coordinator Jewish Senior, Family and Social Services

Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo 

[T] 419-724-0412

Device Advice programs are held on 
Wednesdays 11 a.m.-noon
Upcoming Tech Programs

1. Wednesday, February 11: All About Passkeys

2. Wednesday, February 18: Let’s Talk About AI

Please RSVP with Sherry Majewski at:

419-724-0351 or sherry@jewishtoledo.org

* For the safety and security of our community, the 
location of all events will be shared with registrants 
prior to the event.
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Tim Hagen

Project Manager and Technology Coordinator Jewish Senior, Family 
and Social Services

Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo 

6505 Sylvania Avenue

Sylvania, OH 43560

[T] 419-724-0412  [E] Tim@jewishtoledo.org

Now that the worst of the ^ummer’s heat and humidity have passed, 
you may Įnd yourself more willing again to venture outside to bike 
ride,  garden,  walk ,  and lounge.

^ometimes, untethering from the digital world by going outdoors is 
a perfect way to unwind and relax. But should you like to keep your 
toes dipped, if only slightly, in the tech world while doing so, please 
see the following recommendations for products that ;fairlyͿ unob -
trusively track your health and Įtness metrics. hntil next time! Tim

Most sŵart Ɖhones include default Įtness aƉƉs ;�ƉƉle͛s Fitness
is an eǆaŵƉleͿ͘ TaŬe tiŵe to eǆƉlore the basics on a default aƉƉ:
steƉ count͕ tiŵe you͛re Ɖhysically active͕ and calories burned͕ for
instance͘ zou can learn a lot about your habits and health each day
by reviewing this inforŵation͘ �nd it doesn͛t reƋuire ŵuch tiŵe or
eīort͘

For ŵore engageŵent͕ Fitbit͕ Garŵin͕ and �ƉƉle tatches can ŵoniͲ
tor a wide variety of health ŵetrics ;as ŵentioned aboveͿ and then
soŵe͘ Fitbits range on the less eǆƉensive side while Garŵins and
�ƉƉle tatches tend to be Ɖricier͘

;Tech Tiŵe with TiŵͿ

Device Advice programs are held on Wednesdays 

11 a.m.-noon

Upcoming Tech Programs
1 . tednesday͕ SeƉteŵber ϭϬ: Device Advice ʹ hnderstanding the
cloud
2 . tednesday͕ SeƉteŵber ϭϳ: Device Advice –  B rowser priv acy
and security
R^VP with ^herry Majewski, 419-724-0351 or sherry@jewishtoledo.org

* For the safety and security of our community, the location of all events will be
shared with registrants prior to the event.
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Tech Time with Tim

TIM HAGEN
  tim@jewishtoledo.org

Now that the worst of the Summer’s heat and 
humidity have passed, you may find yourself more 
willing again to venture outside to bike ride, garden, 

walk, and lounge.
Sometimes, untethering from the digital world by going outdoors is a 
perfect way to unwind and relax. But should you like to keep your toes 
dipped, if only slightly, in the tech world while doing so, please see the 
following recommendations for products that (fairly) unobtrusively track 
your health and � tness metrics. 
     Until next time! Tim

Locally owned and
operated since 1955

Get your Toledo Jewish News online 
www.jewishtoledo.org

Most smartphones include default 
fitness apps

Take time to explore the basics on a default app: step 
count, time you’re physically active, and calories burned, 
for instance. You can learn a lot about your habits and 
health each day by reviewing this information. And it 
doesn’t require much time or e� ort.

For more engagement, Fitbit, Garmin, and Apple 
Watches can monitor a wide variety of health metrics 
(as mentioned above) and then some. Fitbits range on 
the less expensive side while Garmins and Apple Watches 
tend to be pricier.

Tim Hagen
Project Manager and 
Technology Coordinator 
Jewish Senior, Family and 
Social Services
Jewish Federation 
of Greater Toledo 

6505 Sylvania Avenue
Sylvania, OH 43560
[T] 419-724-0412  
[E] Tim@jewishtoledo.org

Device Advice programs are held on 
Wednesdays 11 a.m.-noon
Upcoming Tech Programs
1. Wednesday, September 10: Device 
Advice – Understanding the cloud
2. Wednesday, September 17: Device 

Advice – Browser privacy and security
RSVP with Sherry Majewski, 419-724-0351 or 
sherry@jewishtoledo.org

* For the safety and security of 
our community, the location of 
all events will be shared with 
registrants prior to the event.

DISCLAIMER
Letters, commentaries, opinions and advertisements appearing in the Toledo Jewish News reflect the views and 
thoughts of the writer and/or advertiser and do not necessarily represent the opinions or views of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Toledo, its board of directors, officers or employees unless explicitly stated.
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Fostering a sense of social connection, whether through 
family, friends, or both remains ever-so-important 

for one’s well-being. As we’re in the middle of winter, I’m 
finding myself starting or diving deeper into the following 
habits to nurture my friendships that may already be 
strong or, perhaps, may need revisiting. 

� e one ‘catch,’ if you will, regarding my drive for connectivity is that I’m 
using tech, in some way, shape, or form, to do this. � at said, keeping my use 
of tech simple and easy has helped me stay motivated… and should you try 
this, I hope it will help you, too.

Instead of texting someone, try calling them. Initiate a friendly, daily/
weekly competition involving online games (such as Wordle). You may � nd 
that comparing results is more fun and funnier than you’d expect… and gives 
you an excuse to stay in touch with one another

Ditch social media and texting and instead email at least one or two friends 
or family members with whom you haven’t spoken with, or seen, in over a 
year. Writing in longer form (even if only for a paragraph or two) may o� er you 
a ‘new’, more robust way to communicate again.

Until next month! Tim

Tim Hagen
Project Manager and Technology Coordinator Jewish Senior, Family and Social Services

Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo 

[T] 419-724-0412

Device Advice programs are held on 
Wednesdays 11 a.m.-noon
Upcoming Tech Programs

1. Wednesday, February 11: All About Passkeys

2. Wednesday, February 18: Let’s Talk About AI

Please RSVP with Sherry Majewski at:

419-724-0351 or sherry@jewishtoledo.org

* For the safety and security of our community, the 
location of all events will be shared with registrants 
prior to the event.
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Increase Your Level of Vigilance During the High Holidays
DAVE TULLIS
Security Director, Jewish Federation & Foundation of Greater Toledo

 dave@jewishtoledo.org

As we approach the High Holiday season, it is 
important for our Jewish community to remain 
vigilant and aware of our surroundings. Across the 

United States—including here in Ohio—law enforcement 
agencies and organizations that monitor antisemitism 
continue to report an increase in antisemitic incidents 
directed at Jewish individuals, institutions, and places of 
worship.

While there are no known 
credible or speci�c threats
directed at Jewish institutions or 
individuals in the Greater Toledo 
area at this time, Jewish Federation & 
Foundation of Greater Toledo (JFGT) 
encourages all community members 
to increase their level of awareness 
during the High Holidays. �ese 
sacred days are times when our 
synagogues and Jewish institutions 
experience increased attendance and 
visibility, making security awareness 
especially important.

JFGT maintains strong 
partnerships with our local, state, 
and federal law enforcement 
agencies. We greatly appreciate 
their continued commitment to 
the safety of our community. Prior 
to the High Holidays, I will notify 
our law enforcement partners of 
the upcoming holiday schedule 
and request increased patrols and 
visibility around our synagogues 
and Jewish institutions. �ese 
communications help ensure that 
our public safety partners remain 
informed and prepared to support 
our community.

However, security is not solely the 

responsibility of law enforcement, 
it is everyone’s responsibility. Every 
member of our community can 
play an important role in keeping 
our families, friends, and neighbors 
safe. You are often the �rst person 
to notice when something doesn’t 
look right. Trust your instincts. If you 
observe suspicious or threatening 
behavior, report it immediately to 
law enforcement and notify the 
Federation’s Security Director (dave@
jewishtoledo.org) so that appropriate 
follow-up can occur. Prompt reporting 
can prevent incidents and help 
protect our community.

Safety Recommendations
�e following recommendations, 

developed in partnership with the 
Secure Community Network (SCN), 
the Ohio Regional Intelligence Center 
(ORIC), and JFGT, can help improve 
your personal safety and the security 
of our community:

• Call 911 immediately for any 
emergency. Do not hesitate 
to report suspicious or 
threatening activity. Be sure 
to tell the dispatcher if the 
incident is occurring at or near 
a Jewish facility.

• Provide as much information 
as possible. Stay on the phone 
with the dispatcher and report 
the exact location, time, 
descriptions of individuals 
or vehicles, license plate 
numbers, and direction of 
travel. If it is safe to do so, take 
photographs or video to assist 
responding o�cers.

• Trust your instincts. If you 
see something or someone 
that concerns you, report it 
immediately. Quick reporting 
can prevent an incident from 
escalating.

• Maintain situational 
awareness. Stay alert to your 
surroundings, particularly 
when arriving at or leaving 
synagogues, community 
events, or other Jewish 
facilities.

• Whenever possible, avoid 
walking alone, especially 
after dark.

• Know how to respond during 
an emergency. Familiarize 
yourself with emergency 
procedures at your synagogue, 
workplace, or school.

• Be alert for unusual behavior. 
Pay attention to individuals 
acting suspiciously or vehicles 
that appear out of place or are 
repeatedly driving or parking 
near Jewish facilities.

• Talk with your children 
and grandchildren about 
personal safety. Encourage 
them to trust their instincts. 

If someone or something 
makes them uncomfortable, 
even if they cannot explain 
why, they should leave the 
area immediately and notify a 
trusted adult.

• See Something, Say 
Something®. Reporting 
suspicious activity is one of 
the most e�ective ways to help 
prevent crime and protect our 
community.

Antisemitism has no place in 
our society. �reats, intimidation, 
harassment, vandalism, and violence 
directed at individuals because 
they are Jewish are serious crimes 
and should always be reported. By 
working together, remaining vigilant, 
and maintaining strong partnerships 
with law enforcement, we can 
continue to provide a safe, secure, 
and welcoming environment for 
everyone who lives, learns, worships, 
and gathers within our Jewish 
community.

I wish everyone a safe, meaningful, 
and peaceful High Holiday season.

DISCLAIMER
Letters, commentaries, opinions and advertisements 
appearing in the Toledo Jewish News reflect the views 
and thoughts of the writer and/or advertiser and do not 
necessarily represent the opinions or views of the Jewish 
Federation of Greater Toledo, its board of directors, 
officers or employees unless explicitly stated.
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Clive Davis, influential Jewish rock-and-roll executive, dies at 94
ANDREW LAPIN | JTA 

During his run as the head of 
CBS Records, Clive Davis 
signed some of the biggest 

and most in�uential acts in rock-and-
roll history, including Janis Joplin, 
Bruce Springsteen and Billy Joel.

But it nearly all came crashing 
down in 1973, after Davis allegedly 
siphoned some money from his label 
to pay for his son’s bar mitzvah.

�e incident cost Davis, who died 
in June at age 94, his job as a leading 
tastemaker of the music industry 
at the height of a transformative 
moment. To make sure he got the 
message, CBS �led a civil suit against 
Davis for misappropriation of funds 
— in which they speci�ed he’d 
skimmed “at least” $20,000 for the 
simcha celebration for his son Fred. 
(Other misuses of funds, including 
renovating his apartment, were also 
alleged.)

Davis three years later pleaded 
guilty to failing to pay $2,700 on the 
expenses. �en he bounced back. 

In his second act, he founded Arista 
Records, named after the New York 
City public school system honor 
society to which the Brooklyn native 
and Harvard Law graduate had 
belonged. 

�ere he continued his talent 
for talent spotting, signing Aretha 
Franklin, bringing in the Grateful 
Dead and discovering a 19-year-old 
Whitney Houston. And CBS bought 
into the new label, setting aside years 
of bitterness.

Davis remained active in music for 
decades, helping to launch the career 
of the �rst “American Idol” breakout 
star, Kelly Clarkson, and helping 
launch Bad Boy Records, which 
shepherded acts like �e Notorious 
B.I.G.

He was known for his unerring ear, 
frequently more in tune with the times 
than the artists he promoted. Paul 
Simon and Art Garfunkel, the Jewish 
folk rock duo, wanted to release the 
jaunty, sexy and concise “Cecilia” as 
the �rst single o� their 1970 album, 
“Bridge Over Troubled Water.” Davis 

insisted on the title track, defying the 
pair’s claims that it was too long, too 
sentimental and too slow in building 
up to a climax. �e single sold an 
astonishing 8 million copies, and 
won the best song and best record 
Grammies, an anxiety-imbued paean 
that became an emblem of the era. 

He also pressed Barry Manilow, the 
Jewish balladeer, to record “I Write 
the Songs” in 1975; Manilow, a proli�c 
songwriter, resisted because this was 
one song he did not write. (Beach Boy 
Bruce Johnston had written the song.) 
Manilow’s soaring, sappy take reached 
the top spot on the Billboard charts.

“It is so important to have people 
smarts,” Davis told Billboard in one of 
his �nal interviews. Quoting advice he 
said he received from his mother, he 
continued, “You’ve got to get out there 
with people. You’ve got to learn from 
all walks of life, all races, all colors.”

Davis, twice married and divorced, 
came out as bisexual in 2013 in his 
well received autobiography, “�e 
Soundtrack of my Life.” 

“On this night, after imbibing 

enough alcohol, I was open to 
responding to his sexual overtures,” he 
wrote about a sexual encounter with 
a man during the what he called “era 
of Studio 54,” the late 1970s, a time 
known for its promiscuity. “After my 
second marriage failed, I met a man 
who was also grounded in music. 
Having only had loving relationships 
and sexual intimacy with women, I 
opened myself up to the possibility 
that I could have that with a male, and 
found that I could.”

Davis, who didn’t often speak about 
his Judaism publicly, was moved to 
speak out after the Oct. 7, 2023, deadly 
Hamas attacks on Israel. He noted 
that many of the victims had been 
attending a music festival. 

“I have made it my mission in 
life to �ght for equality and human 
rights — advocating for those who 
do not have a voice in music and 
elsewhere,” he said. “You cannot be 
silent about antisemitism, or hate or 
discrimination of any kind.”



BUSINESS CARDSCL ASSIFIEDS
22  Toledo Jewish News | JewishToledo.org | August 2026

Page 24 • September 2025 • Toledo Jewish News

B&W

Please support our 
advertisers and let them know 

you saw their ad in the 
Toledo Jewish News!

Business Cards

Toledo Jewish News and Jewish Federation of Greater Toledo reserves the 
right to refuse any su�missions. The appearan�e of advertising, in the Toledo 
Jewish News print and digital media, does not constitute an endorsement of 
the advertisers or their products and services by Toledo Jewish News, Jewish 
Federation of 	reater �oledo and its aŅliated agen�ies. Produ�t and servi�es 
information is based solely on material received from suppliers.

Publish your business card (reproduced with no changes) for just $36/month*
*�ree-month minimum. Any changes to business card include extra charge.

Ads must be received by the 15th of the month.
Call 419-724-0423 for more information.

RUN YOUR BUSINESS CARD 
IN THE

Simply send your business card and billing information to:
Abby Hoicowitz at 6465 Sylvania Ave., Sylvania, OH 43560 or 

abby@JewishToledo.org

Dr. Rosemary Chaban & 
Dr. Matthew Lark

at 

Oak Openings Dental
are welcoming new patients! 

Please call 419-824-7900 
for details on all your dental needs.

It is easy to run a classi�ed ad in Toledo Jewish News!
First 12 words - $8, $0.10 per additional word. Phone 
numbers and abbreviations count as separate words. Ads 

must be received by the 15th of the month.

Simply email your ad and billing information to
abby@JewishToledo.org or call 419-724-0423 for more 

information. 
Please note: Classi�ed ads will run every month 

(and the purchaser will be billed) until noti�cation of 
cancellation is received.
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information. 
Please note: Classi�ed ads will run every month 

(and the purchaser will be billed) until noti�cation of 
cancellation is received.
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Toledo Jewish News!
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Jewish News print and digital media, does not constitute an endorsement of 
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*�ree-month minimum. Any changes to business card include extra charge.

Ads must be received by the 15th of the month.
Call 419-724-0423 for more information.

RUN YOUR BUSINESS CARD 
IN THE

Simply send your business card and billing information to:
Abby Hoicowitz at 6465 Sylvania Ave., Sylvania, OH 43560 or 

abby@JewishToledo.org
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Hillel419 is generously supported by Jewish Federation and Foundation of Greater Toledo, 
Hillel International, and the Burton Kalniz Memorial Fund.
Hillel419 is generously supported by Jewish Federation and Foundation of Greater Toledo 
and Hillel International.
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Combating Antisemitism 
through advocacy and action

Strengthening Jewish life 
here at home

Rebuilding Israel 
for lasting peace and prosperityWe Inspire. We Protect. We Rebuild.

Donate today

jewishtoledo.org

Combating Antisemitism 
through advocacy and action

Strengthening Jewish life 
here at home

Rebuilding Israel 
for lasting peace and prosperity

We Inspire. We Protect. We Rebuild.




