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Annual meeting to be held
June 22 at Berks Nature

By Amanda J. Hornberger

The community is invited for our annual
meeting & picnic dinner on Wednesday,
June 22 at the Rookery event space at
Berks Nature!

Join us for dinner, nature themed
activities and klezmer music! We will
also be honoring William Franklin, who is
retiring after eight years as President of
Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks and
Adi Shalev, our Israeli emissary for the
past 3 years.

The event starts at 5:30 p.m. with a
kosher dinner buffet at 6 p.m. The business
meeting and honoring of Bill and Adi
starts at 6:30 p.m. Stay into the evening
with klezmer dancing with a band from
Brooklyn!

Cost to attend is $5, and children 12
and under get in free. We want the entire
community to attend, so if you need financial
assistance, please call Jewish Family
Service at 610-921-0624 to speak to Carole.

Reservations are required by
Wednesday, June 15 to info@reading.org
or 610-921-0624. Online registration is
available on our website.

The Rookery, is a brand-new extension
to the local conservancy’s headquarters
and education center. It includes a covered
rooftop patio and indoor meeting area and
our group will be using both spaces.

Berks Nature can be found next to
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Our Annual Meeting is always a fun time. Last year we gathered at FirstEnergy Stadium, this year we'll be enjoying

the beautiful event space at Berks Nature.

Alvernia’s University’s campus at 575 St.
Bernadine St. Reading. The indoor-outdoor
space will make our event special, no
matter the weather!

Free parking is available at Berks
Nature including handicapped dropoff at

the door. Special travel assistance and
accommodations will be available for
seniors; please call Carole Robinson to
confirm details.

We hope community members of all
ages will join us for this fun event!

Farewell to Bill, Andi and our Shlicha Adi

By Bob Caster
Federation Chairman

During my term as Chairman of
the Board of the Jewish Federation
of Reading/Berks | have intentionally
avoided writing articles covering a
multitude of subjects for two very basic
reasons. Firstly, | do not like to do it, and
secondly, | do it extremely poorly. With
that being kept in mind by the reader, |
reluctantly will proceed.

With a great deal of personal regret, | want
to advise you that on July 31,William (Bill)
Franklin will be retiring from his professional
duties and responsibilities as President of
the Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks.
That means Andi is also retiring from the
many wonderful things she has done for the
community. On behalf of the entire community
and those whose lives have been impacted
by the Franklins, | offer our sincere gratitude
and best wishes for their future, wherever and
whatever that may be.

Bill and Andi have many plans for
their short-term and longer-term futures
starting Aug. 1. | am sure each of you will
be speaking to them during the immediate
future to hear their plans.

As Chair | have enjoyed working with Bill

thoroughly. He is a true professional, a man
of principles, intelligence, forthrightness,
determination, mission, and a wonderful
leader for the Jewish community internally
and externally. During his eight years as
President, he has diligently worked to
accomplish the goals of the Federation
as expressed in our Mission Statement:

“Creating a vibrant, healthy Jewish
community by strengthening our
connections, inspiring Jewish identity,
providing for those in need, and promoting
greater understanding.”

Bill and Andi will be greatly missed!
Please stay in touch with the community!

I am not finished with my bad news.
| also need to inform you that our
Shlicha, Adi Shalev, after spending three
wonderful years with us at the Federation
will be returning to Modi’in, Israel, her
home, also this summer. As our 2021
Annual Report mentions, Adi has been
providing a living connection to Israel by
promoting Israeli experiences for both
adults and children.

During her three-year Reading
ezxperience she has actively,
professionally and with great success
provided enjoyable, substantive programs

for our youth groups and young adult
Jewish groups; provided tasty cooking
classes; Judaism classes while obtaining
multiple speakers for all ages; provided
Hebrew classes; provided virtual programs
on lIsraeli life and culture; pursued and
developed interfaith outreach with our
local colleges; helped run virtual PJ
Library summer fun programs in 2020
during the dark days of COVID-19;
reached out to many community members
for coffee dates, Shabbat dinners, trips;
served as a resource and taught lessons
at RCOS and Chabad: and of course
assisted as the inhouse technology
adviser and Bill's personal technology
repair assistant. In addition she has
served the Lancaster Jewish community
in a wide variety of ways”

The community is very grateful to Adi for
all that she has taught us, her overwhelming
continual interest to help on any issue, and
the effectiveness and wonderful content
of her programs. We wish her continued
success in all future endeavors. Please do
not be a stranger!

Finally, | invite you to attend the
Federation’s Annual Meeting on June 22
at Berks Nature.
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Time to start thinking
about the Annual Campaign

By Laurie Waxler
Development Director

Very soon, you'll be
receiving a mailing from the
Federation to renew your
JCC membership, purchase
the annual calendar and
hopefully support Shalom
— the wonderful paper
you're reading right now. In
an attempt to reduce the number of mailings
you receive from us, we've packaged it all
into one and hope we can count on your
continued support.

By supporting the JCC, we can continue to
provide a variety of programming opportunities
for members of all ages. Being a member gets
you discounted registration fees and a free
annual calendar. Membership to the JCC
runs from July 1-June 30, and you should be

receiving our Calendar of Events in August
so you have an idea of all the programs we
offer throughout the year.

Reading the Shalomis another great way
to stay up-to-date. Each month we mail out
650 copies of Shalom to Jewish members in
our community and to some who have moved
out of town but still want to stay connected.
It really is a lifeline to everyone in our
community because it covers ALL programs
including Federation, RCOS, KZ and Chabad,
and there is truly something for everyone.

| used to think that by being a JCC
member and sending a check for Shalom,
| was supporting my Jewish community, but
now that I've been with this organization for
over a year, I've learned it's only the tip of
the iceberg.

Your JCC membership tells us you want to
participate in your community and for that we
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are grateful. Your Annual Campaign gift tells
us you want to give a gift that goes beyond
you and your family and reaches those folks
waiting in line at our Food Pantries, or the
seniors living alone whose day we brighten
with a phone call or a meal delivery. Your
Annual Campaign gifts reach those in our
community who may need help paying their
electric bill or securing taxi tickets. It also
reaches our youngest members at the Lakin
Preschool who are just learning the value
of tzedakah during their weekly Shabbat
celebrations.

Annual Campaign gifts help everyone,
and when that mailing comes in September,
| hope you’re already a JCC member
who supports Shalom and you make the
conscious choice to go one step further and
show your support for our entire Jewish
community.

Don’t define people by their addiction

By Laurie Waxler

Our Maimonides Society, a group of
Jewish health care professionals, gathered
on Sunday, May 15, at the JCC to learn
about addiction medicine. Lee Radosh,
MD, started his career as a family practice
doctor at Reading Hospital, overseeing the
residency program, but decided to change his
focus. He told the group that when he started
talking about working in addiction medicine,
friends and colleagues began to share their
own stories. It was clear to him he was doing
the right thing. He completed the Caron
Treatments Centers Addiction Medicine
Fellowship in 2019 and has been making a
difference in people’s lives ever since.

Lee’s biggest message was that people
should not be defined by their addiction.He
described addiction as a chronic disease and
compared it to diabetes or any other long-term
diagnosis that can be treated successfully for
along and happy life. People with substance
use disorders come in all walks of life. Lee
said that during his time with Caron he has
treated VPs, health care providers, Chasidim,
pregnant women, student-athletes ... .and the
list went on and on. No one is immune, and
50% of those with addiction tendencies are
found to have a genetic component, so it's
not just about making a bad choice.

A more scientific definition of addiction is
that the rational part of the brain is bypassed
leaving patients with a feeling of “| can’t stop.”
In the beginning, utilizing whatever their
substance of choice is makes the user feel
good, however, the more they use, the more
addicted their bodies become. Unfortunately,

|

Local health care professionals at the May 15 Maimonides Society meeting. Back row from left: Andy Waxler, Jeff

Sternlieb, Meir Mazuz, Neil Hoffinan, Lee Radosh, Peter Schwartz. Front row, Manny Wittels, Jeff Driben

over time, they lose that feeling of “getting
high” and just use the substance to feel
normal. Addiction is a chronic disease that
requires treatment. While some patients
may experience periods of relapse and/or
remission, their genetics combined with their
environment leave them vulnerable. There
are a variety of medications that can help and
when used in combination with counseling
(there are inpatient and outpatient options
depending upon the case), these treatments
can be very successful. One interesting fact
is that people with food addictions are treated
with the same medications.

The final topic of Lee’s talk was how to
address friends and family members we might
suspect of substance abuse. If you’re wondering
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Together, we raised $4,828 for both
Jewish Family Service and Meir
Panim to provide meals to people
in need both here in Berks County
and in Israel.

Total Raised for each:

Jewish Family Service: $3,662
Meir Panim: $1,166

e [t's not too late to donate, simply visit our Federation website
and click on the "Ways to Give" button.

if your observation is an over-reaction, it's
probably not. If you choose to approach the
person, be kind and nonjudgmental and doiitin
aquiet and private setting. Talk about behaviors
you've noticed and listen to what they have to
say ... you might just save their life by caring
and offering your support.

There was a great discussion among
the attendees. They shared experiences of
how addiction has impacted their specialties
and noted how important it is to provide
compassionate care despite the challenging
complexity of this disease. If you are a Jewish
health care professional and would like to join
the next discussion, our next meeting will be
held in the fall. If you're not on our mailing list,
please contact me at LaurieW@jfreading.org.

(]
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Thank you for a wonderful eight years

By William D. Franklin
President

This will be my
last Shalom article.
Looking back over the
past eight years, the
two things | value the
most are the wonderful
friends Andi and |
have made and my
increased appreciation of the wonders
of being Jewish.

My role as a leader of the Reading
Jewish community has given me a greater
sense of belonging to the worldwide

Jewish collective. My awe at the beauty
of our Jewish texts, values, ethics, rituals,
history, stories, and especially our Jewish
humor and food has grown. | now have a
deeper consciousness of our shared past
— a covenant of history and our shared
future — a covenant of destiny.

| learned more about the importance
of Israel, to us as Jews, to the United
States and to the world. As an example,
our Declaration of Independence, which
ensures “certain unalienable rights,
including life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness”, was sculpted from our Torah.
We share the value of democracy and

share the need and the will to right social
wrongs.

Daily, | was reminded that the core
values and essence of Judaism is what
will ultimately bring us together. Not in
spite of our differences, but because of
them, as only honest and open debate
will bring us to truth. This is the first time
in Jewish history that there is both a
strong Jewish homeland and a strong
Jewish Diaspora, primarily in America.

What has pained me is that | see
American Jews walk away from each
other and Israeli and American Jews walk
away from each other. Natan Sharansky

and Gil Troy wrote- “We sometimes seem
to be one people divided by one religion.
And sometimes we seem to be one people
divided by one state. But we must remain
one people.” We must increase our efforts
to prevent future generations of all Jews
from walking away from each other.

These past years have taught me
that the future of Judaism is dependent
on us, not only rabbis, taking hold of the
rich, challenging, surprising, and inspiring
heritage that makes up our texts and
traditions.

Thank you for a wonderful and
meaningful eight years.

Survey raises concerns on Israel-Diaspora relations

American Jewish Committee
Surveys of U.S. and Israeli Jewish
millennials show that Israel-Diaspora
relations remain strong, but also indicate
points of divergence regarding what role
diaspora Jews should have in influencing
Israeli polices, antisemitism in the U.S.,
and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. The
first-ever parallel surveys of Jews, ages
25-40, were conducted by YouGov in the
U.S. and Geocartography in Israel.
“Gauging the views of millennials
is critical to ensuring strong, enduring
ties between the world’s two largest
Jewish communities,” said Dana Steiner,
Director of AJC ACCESS Global.
Significant majorities of American
(72%) and Israeli (89%) Jewish millennials
say it is important that the American
Jewish community and Israel maintain
close ties, with 48% of Americans
and 46% of Israelis saying it is very
important.80% of millennial Israelis and
70% of millennial American Jews think a
strong State of Israel is necessary for the
survival of the Jewish people, and 81%
of Americans and 70% of Israelis think
a strong Jewish community outside of
Israel is necessary. And 26% of American
Jews, ages 25-40, say they feel a great
deal of personal responsibility to help
fellow Jews in Israel, 33% feel some,
23% feel not much, and 12% feel none.
Among Israeli millennials, 9% feel a great
deal of responsibility to help fellow Jews
inthe U.S., 33% feel some responsibility,
30% feel not much, and 18% feel none.
Looking at how each community
perceives Israeli care for Jews in the U.S.,
18% of American and 11% of Israeli Jewish

millennials think Israelis care about U.S.
Jews very much; 22% of Americans and
46% of Israelis care quite a lot; and 35%
of Americans and 30% of Israelis care
somewhat. In contrast, 17% of Americans
and 4% of Israelis think Israelis do not care
at all about U.S. Jews.

Regarding perceptions of how
American Jews care about Israelis,
27% of American and 17% of Israeli
millennials think U.S. Jews care very
much about Israel; 34% of Americans
and 50% of Israelis think they care quite a
lot; 29% of Americans and 21% of Israelis
think American Jews care somewhat;
and 5% of Americans and 3% of Israelis
say they do not care at all.55% of U.S.
Jewish millennials say being connected
to Israel is important to their Jewish
identity, while 44% do not. In addition,
54% of American Jewish millennials feel
emotionally attached to Israel.

While the AJC surveys show two
communities sharing much in common,
disturbing trends are revealed::

. 28% of American millennials
say anti-Israel climate on campuses or
elsewhere has damaged relationships
with friends, while 44% say it has not.

*+  26% say itis OK, and 66% say
it is not OK, to distance themselves from
Israel to better fit in among friends.

. 23% reported that the anti-Israel
climate on campus or elsewhere has
forced them to hide their Jewish identity.
46% say it has not, and 11% say there
is no anti-Israel climate in the U.S.

. 28% say the anti-Israel climate
on campus and elsewhere has made
them rethink their own commitment to

Israel and 54% say it has not.

. 55% of American and 22%
of Israeli Jews, ages 25-40, say it is
appropriate for American Jews to try
to influence lIsraeli policy, while 36% of
Americans and 69% of Israelis say it is
not appropriate.

On which Israeli policies American
Jews should try to influence,

. 50% of American and 50% of Israeli
millennials chose relations with the U.S.

. 23% of American and 25% of
Israeli millennials chose religious policy.

. 23% of American and 26% of
Israeli millennials chose security.

. 20% of American and 17% of
Israeli millennials chose relations with
the Palestinians.

. 16% of American and 14% of
Israeli millennials chose treatment of
minorities and migrants.

. 10% of American and 28% of
Israeli millennials chose economic policy.

. 11% of American and 10% of Israeli
millennials chose environmental policy.

There also was divergence on
the question of Israel considering the
wellbeing of American Jews in making
policy decisions. 22% of American and
7% of Israeli Jewish millennials said
Israel very much should consider the
wellbeing of American Jews, 24% of
Americans and 26% of Israelis said
quite a lot, 31% of Americans and 39%
of Israelis said somewhat, and 13% of
Americans and 20% of Israelis said not
at all.

53% of American and 76% of Israeli
Jewish millennials say the recent wave of
antisemitic events in the U.S is the result

of demonizing campaigns against Israel
and Jews, while 18% of Americans and
6% of Israelis say it is a natural result of
Israel’s policies toward the Palestinians.
20% of Americans and 9% of Israelis say
it is neither.

Only 9% of Israelis, ages 25-40, think
American Jews experience very little
antisemitism in their daily lives, while
10% say they experience it very much,
28% quite a lot and 46% somewhat.

Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

Regarding the lIsraeli-Palestinian
conflict, 52% of American and 24% of
Israeli Jewish millennials say a viable
solution to the conflict is possible.

Among those who say a solution is
possible:

. 52% of Israelis and 47% of
American Jews favor two independent
Israeli and Palestinian states living side
by side.

*+  23% of Americans and 5% of
Israelis favor one binational state with a
single government elected.

. 15% of Americans and 19% of
Israelis favor Israeli annexation, leading
to an extension of Israeli sovereignty
in which Palestinians have a unique
civil status and are represented by
Palestinian municipal leaders.

. 3.5% of Americans and 6% of
Israelis favor status quo management of
the conflict.

The AJC survey of 1001 Israeli
Jews, ages 25-40, was conducted by
Geocartograhy in February. The AJC
survey of 800 American Jews, ages 25-40,
was conducted by YouGov in February
and March.
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Sam Edward Lloyd Brown, son of
Lisa and Robert Brown, is graduating
from Exeter High School. He will attend
Brandeis University, where he will be
a member of the Quantitative Biology
Research Community and study biology.

Abby Goldberg, daughter of Debbie
and David Goldberg, graduated from
Brown University, where she studied
Computer Science. She will work as
an Engineering Development Group
Associate at MathWorks in Natick, Mass.
She helped found Challah for Hunger,
which donates proceeds from challah
sales to hunger charities. Abby was
co-captain of the Table Tennis Club and
competed in the NCTTA National Table

Tristan Haas, son of Jill and Michael
Haas, graduated from Dickinson College
with a Bachelor of Arts in History with
concentrations in environmental and
American history. He was a Dickinson
tour guide and a four-year member of
the Fencing Club. Tristan was a founding
member of the eSports club, serving as
its vice president in senior year.

Kacie Horowitz, daughter of Elyse anc
Jeffrey Horowitz, graduated with honors
from Monmouth University in May with &
BA in Communication Media Studies anc
production and a minor in Film Studies
She will be attending the master’s
program at Monmouth in the fall.

Tennis Championships.

Audra Nemirow, daughter of Geri
and Mark Nemirow, graduated with
highest honors from Hofstra University
with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Film
& Television Production. A student in
Hofstra’s Honors College, she was
inducted into Phi Beta Kappa and served
as features editor of the Hofstra Chronicle.

Zacchai Singer and Eli Singer, grandsons
of Henry and Helene Singer, are graduating
from the College Preparatory School
in Oakland, Calif., this spring. In the fall
they are both heading to Tufts University.
Zacchai is enrolling in the five-year dual
degree program in neuroscience and fine
arts, with a focus on photography. Eli
intends to major in engineering.

William Stein, son of Samantha and
Scott Stein, is graduating from Twin
Valley High School and Berks Career and
Technology Center Technical Academy.
Willis a member of the National Technical
Honor Society. He also attends Reading
Area Community College and is pursuing
an Associate of Applied Science degree
in Mechatronic Engineering Technology.

Emily Waxler, daughter of Andrew and
Laurie Waxler, graduated from Georgia
Institute of Technology with a Bachelor’s
degree in Computational Media with a
Spanish minor. Emily will be living in
Philadelphia and has accepted a position
with QVC.

Bryce Weizer, son of Jeffrey and llene
Weizer, graduated with a Master’s degree
in industrial/organizational psychology from
Kean University. He received his Bachelor’'s
degree from Drew University. Bryce resides
in Madison, N.J., and will continue to coach
tennis at Drew and teach tennis at Trump
International in Bedminster, N.J., in his off
time.

Chase Weizer, son of Jeffrey and llene
Weizer, was accepted to Dickinson College
four years ago. He studied Chinese,
biochemistry and molecular biology with
an emphasis on cancer research. In
April Chase presented his research at
a conference in New Orleans. He will
be working at the Dana-Farber Cancer
Institute, focusing on pediatric acute
lymphoblastic leukemia. He plans to study
toward a doctorate. After graduation Chase
will celebrate his birthright in Israel before
moving to Boston.
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Aidan Incledon, son of Amy Incledon
and grandson of Sari and John, will
have his Bar Mitzvah at RCOS on June
18. He is an eighth-grade student at
Wilson Southern Middle School, plays
percussion in the school band and played
on the basketball and baseball teams. In
addition, Aidan plays Legion baseball
in the summer, is on an Evolution travel
baseball team and enjoys tennis and
biking.
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Maya Kraft, daughter of Jason and
Wendy Kraft, celebrated her Bat Mitzvah
on April 9. Maya is a seventh grader
at Gov. Mifflin Middle School. She
participates in musical groups including
chorus, show choir, band and woodwind
choir. Maya loves spending time with our
pets and enjoys traveling with her family.
For her Bat Mitzvah project she chose to
assist pediatric cancer survivors. Maya
spent two years growing out her hair and
donated 10 inches of it to Children with
Hair Loss. She also collected donations
to purchase activity bags for patients at
St. Jude Children’s Hospital.

Esme Rachel Platt, daughter of Dr.
Alec and Gretchen Platt, will be called
to the Torah as a Bat Mitzvah on June
11 at Reform Congregation Oheb
Sholom. Esme just finished seventh
grade at Wyomissing Area Junior High
School, where she plays volleyball and
basketball. Esme collected donations
with her mitzvah project “Challah for
Ukraine,” which helped World Central
Kitchen feed Ukrainian refugees. The
mitzvah project was a huge success
through the support of the congregation
at RCOS. Esme enjoys skiing, team
sports and going to sleepaway camp in
the summertime.
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A salute to ‘Miss Judy’

By Laurie Waxler

On May 13, Rabbi Brian Michelson
of Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom
and Jewish Federation of Reading/
Berks President Bill Franklin celebrated
the amazing accomplishments of Judy
Synnamon, aka our beloved “Miss Judy.”

After 30+ years of teaching in our
Jewish community, Judy has made the
decision to spend time with her family
and enjoy her retirement. Judy has
served our Lakin Preschool since 1989,
when she began as a preschool teacher.
Approximately 10 years later she was
promoted to Director and has been an
excellent leader for our kids as well as
her staff. For anyone reading this, my
guess is that many of your children
had the pleasure of having Miss Judy
as a teacher and as Rabbi Michelson
reminisced, you probably have a picture
of your child in a turkey costume with all
their classmates, | know | do!

Rabbi Michelson went on to say
that Judy has touched the lives of
so many who are part of our Jewish
community, but also beyond as she
welcomed non-Jewish students into
the school as well. In recognition of
her many years of service within the
walls of RCOS, there will be a plaque
placed outside Room #9 (Judy’s
room) acknowledging her incredible
commitment to our kids for current and
future generations to see.

Bill Franklin talked about the many
changes over the years with the
preschool — changing locations and
changing ownership — but the one
constant has always been Judy. She
never missed a beat and made the Lakin
preschool kids her top priority year after
year. Bill presented her with a beautiful
Tzedakah box with the Tree of Life on
it because “righteous behavior” is one
of the many values Judy has taught our
children.

| am forever grateful to Judy for
welcoming my kids, and me, into the
Jewish community in 2001. New to
the area and somewhat of a novice
in Judaism, Judy gently explained the
lunch ritual (no meat) and helped me

Rabbi Brian Michelson pays tribute to retiring longtime Lakin Preschool Director Judy Synnamon.

understand a little more about Jewish
traditions and holidays. She had a
gentle but firm manner with our kids and
treated everyone equally. Our favorite
day was Shabbat and she made it extra
special when you were the Shabbat kid
and got to have a Shabbat friend. I'm
not sure if my kids remember that, but
| sure do and those are the memories
I'll cherish and what make Miss Judy
so special in my heart.

| think | speak for all the preschool
parents over the past 30+ years
by saying, Thank You, Judy, for all
that you've done and for making a
difference in our children’s lives!
We wish you only the best in your
retirement.

Judy was honored during the
RCOS Teacher Appreciation Shabbat.
Longtime Lakin Preschool teachers
Beth Caster and Carole Robinson were
recognized for their work, along with
the teachers at the RCOS Religious
School.

o \ g mERe

Beth Caster and Carole Robinson were honored for their service to the Lakin Preschool Many thanks to these
ladies for their dedication to our kids and so sorry we were unable to celebrate them during the pandemic.
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Momentum group learns Israeli tips and tricks

By Amanda J. Hornberger

In May our Momentum group had two
opportunities to get to know one another
better. Most of the group was able to join
the festivities on Yom Ha’atzmaut, and it
was so much fun meeting each other’s
spouses and kids and enjoying time
together. The Israeli food and music got us
so excited for our trip, which is now less
than two months away!

Later in the month our group met virtually
with Adi, our Israeli emissary, to learn tips
and tricks for our trip. For our icebreaker we
shared our top three “must see” spots in Israel,
and the Kotol was the overwhelming favorite.
We even learned that you can walk on top of it
and go for a special tour underneath it, so two
more things were added to our “must do” list.

Adi gave us packing tips (LOTS of
sunscreen and hats...no flipflops to the Dead
Sea) and is preparing a list of great things
to see and do near our hotels in Tel Aviv
and Jerusalem for our free time. And most
importantly, she’s helping give us a list of great
places to eat!

Our group had a lot of great questions
for Adi, and she taught us so much including
Shekel vs. credit card, tipping, wearing white
on Shabbat and so much more. We can’t wait
to explore the Yemenite quarter and Shuk
Ha’'Carmel in Tel Aviv and experience Shabbat
in Jerusalem!

In June our group will meet once more
before our trip, and we’ll be busy packing for
our trip. At Yom Ha’atzmaut many community
members left notes and prayers at our Kotol
and our Momentum group will bring them with
us to our visit to the Kotol in July. We know
we will carry with us your good wishes for a
safe, fun and life-changing trip!

Look for our trip update in the summer
edition of Shalom. Please follow along
with our journey in Israel July 4-12 on
the Federation’s social media pages.
You can find us on Facebook at Jewish
Federation of Reading and on Instagram at
jfedreadingberks.

Follow us on social madial

Jewlsh Federation of Reading &
Jewlsh Cultural Center of Reading

O
Y

Bitedreadingbariks

GJewlshFedRdg

Honoring Israel with Adi

Big crowds came out for a pair of events paying tribute to Israel and organized by our Shlicha, Adi Shalev. On May 3 the community gathered at the JCC for a ceremony marking
Yom HaZikaron, Israel’s memorial day. And on May 5 there were festivities for the annual celebration of Yom Ha atzmaut, Israeli Independence Day, outside Reform Congregation
Oheb Sholom/Kesher Zion Synagogue in Wyomissing. That event featured Israeli food, crafts, games and more, offering fun for all ages.
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By Tootie Moyer

*  We only had dishes and metal
silverware, no paper plates or plastic ware.

*  Your mother never used a recipe,
a taste was all she needed.

+  Bagels were crisp on the outside
and soft inside.

«  We had no showers or walk-in
showers.

+  Everyone’s home had only one
television set.

«  We did not have throw-away
diapers or baby wipes.

*  Your parents hid money at home
because they did not trust banks.

*  Vacuums were sold door to door.

* We got all our news from the
radio or newspapers.

*  You had no idea that cigarettes
were bad for you.

. Schools supplied all that a

SHALOM

Do you remember?

student needed, now parents must buy
everything.

. Stores had shelves full of movie
star magazines.

*  There was only one Boscov’s on
North Ninth Street

. Girls and women only wore one-
piece bathing suits.

. Little girls never wore black.

*  All the drugstores had a soda
fountain.

. Restaurants did not have salad
bars.

. Chicken wings were just a part
of the chicken — now millions are sold
as hot wings.

. Mrs. Rudnick from Rudnick’s Deli
would always give you a sample of the
deli item you were buying.

. A worker would always fill your
gas tank with gas — no self-service.

+ There was always a big
celebration when a serviceman came
home during World War II.

. “I love you” was meant you loved
someone — now it is used for everything.

» Thanksgiving meant a great
meal and we all listened to the radio for
the Reading High and Pottsville football
game.

. Shomrei Habrith Synagogue had
many members.

. Do you remember these talented
people: Mitzi Gaynor, Paulette Goddard,
Veronica Lake, Ethel Merman, and
Rosalind Russell?

»  Singing along with Kay Kyser to
his records.

. Does anyone remember these
classmates from the 1941 Reading High
yearbook; David Charnoff, Hilda Fishkin,
Dora Grossman and Ted Rachlin?
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Tootie Moyer celebrates with Friendship Circle.

In my 98 years this column is my
greatest joy — after my kids. See you
soon again, stay well and be happy.

Obituaries

Carolyn Vella of Blandon.
Carolyn was a member of Reform
Congregation Oheb Sholom. She
trained and worked as a registered
nurse in Washington, D.C., while
taking philosophy courses. Carolyn
created the Helicon Group, a global

competitive intelligence, research,
analysis and training firm. She also
founded the Society of Competitive
Intelligence Professionals (SCIP)
Women’s Leadership Council. Before
her retirement she was presented
with SCIP’s highest award, the
Meritorious Award. She showed and
bred Japanese Bobtail cats and won

numerous awards from the Cat Writers
Association. Carolyn is survived by
her husband, John McGonagle.
Baruh Salinas Rodriguez, 99,
was born in Cuba and emigrated
to the U.S. in 1949. He was an
engineer and was employed by
Gilbert Associates, Western Electric

and Lucent. He enjoyed playing
piano and guitar and attending
classical concerts. Baruh was on
the Reading Symphony Orchestra
Board and co-creator of the RSO’s
diversity program. He is survived
by his wife, Margo Thomas, four
children, two grandchildren, two
great-granchildren and two stepsons.

Send photos via email

% DOLLS - WANTED TO BUY***

From 1950’s, 1960’s, 1970’s Also antique dolls considered
Collections, Lots, Estates...doll clothes, accessories, parts
Prices paid according to condition

rae-ellen@hotmail.com or

Call 610-894-9882 (land line)

PLEASE JOIN US FOR

T?ITe!e

HAPPY HOUR

OUTSIDE ON THE PATIO AT

SLY FOX TAPROOM

S20 KNITTING MILLS WAY, WYOMISSING

JUNE 16TH,

RSVP ENCOURAGED BUT NOT REQUIRED BY TUESDAY, 6/14
TO TEMPLE.OFFICE@OHEBSHOLOM.ORG OR 610-375-6034

6 TO 8PM

All Around the Town

Mazel tov to Jackye and Jim Barrer on
the birth of grandson Luca Trey Barrer to
their son Jason and his wife, Breana Barrer.

Mazel tov to Solange and Paul
Mintz on the wedding of their daughter
Rebecca to Marty Nachman.

Mazel tov to Karen and Myron
Kabakoff on the birth of their
granddaughter Athena Jane Gable to
their daughter Sarena and her husband,
Max Gable.

Molly Nemirow, daughter of Geri and
Mark Nemirow, works at the religious
school at Temple Israel in Staten Island,
N.Y., and assisted in Holocaust education
efforts at Wagner College, where she is

Molly Nemirow at the Wagner College Holocaust Center:

active in Hillel. The college opened its
Holocaust Center this spring.

Send good news to Marknem@aol.
com or call 610-921-0624.

Come for the

Our senior living community has received
. . « . e »
numerous awards, including “Best of Senior Living
from A Place for Mom - a reflection of the
outstanding care our residents experience every day!

A better life awaits you!

Call Bill at 610-624-1299 to learn more
and schedule a complimentary lunch & tour!

~/VIANOR AT

<V ARKET SQUARE

Independent Living + Personal Care - Memory Care

Reading’s SHidden Gem

803 Penn St., Reading, PA 19601 ¢ www.manoratms.com

We are an equal opportunity housing provider. We do not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, familial status or disability.
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From online news sources

Seventy-five years ago, a Syrian
Druze officer was one of the thousands
of Syrian Arab Army forces that invaded
the new State of Israel. But he then
made a move that would affect him
and future generations of his family:
He switched sides and soon became
an officer in the Israel Defense Forces.
He raised his family on the ethos of
serving and fighting for the country
he once fought against — and now
his grandson, Lt.-Col. “A.” (whose full
name cannot be published) has risen
to be one of the highest-ranking Druze
in the IDF. He became the first Druze
to complete the prestigious Israel Air
Force pilot’s course in 2007.

While he said it was a “non-issue”
for him to have completed the course,
“| understood that it was a big deal for
the community,” he told the Jerusalem
Post. Over the years, “A.” has taken
part in intensive active duty and flown
during war and several operations. He
served as commander of the Air Force’s
flight school before his current role as
commander of the Fire Control Center
in the Southern Command. The center
is able to provide the full operational
picture for pilots before they take off
on their missions.

While he wasn’t in his current role
during Operation Guardian of the Walls
last May, he says that there are a few
thousand targets in the military’s target
bank — more than there was before the
fighting began. The targets hit by Israel
during the fighting ranged from rocket
launchers and drones to research
and development facilities for rocket
production and manufacturing, homes
of key Hamas commanders and senior
terror commanders themselves, as
well as Hamas’s tunnel network. The
military also struck Palestinian Islamic
Jihad (PIJ) and taking out dozens of
military assets belonging to the terror

SHALOM

Flying high for Israel’s Druze community

group. Following the fighting, the IDF
admitted that there was an issue in
finding and destroying the rocket
caches in the Gaza Strip. Hamas and
PlJ are believed to have a combined
arsenal of 14,000 mortars and rockets,
including many that can reach central
Israel and beyond. “A” studied the
fighting intensively in order to see what
can be learned and implemented in the
next war.

There has been heavy criticism
leveled at Israel for its strikes in the Gaza
Strip, with many saying that the Jewish
state does not differentiate between
civilian and military targets. The IDF
maintains that it takes significant steps
to prevent civilian casualties in its
airstrikes and, according to “A.”, “we do
everything we can to prevent damage
and death to civilians on the other side,
despite the fact that they do not.”

“A” is already thinking about his next
role. This time he is looking at positions
that will have a direct impact on the
Druze and other minority communities.
The Druze of northern Israel make up
around 145,000 of Israel’s 1.95 million
Arab citizens. Members of the Druze
community are drafted in large numbers
into the IDF, and many serve in some of
the military’s most elite units. One role
he is interested in is the Commander
of the Population and Minorities in
the IDF’'s Manpower Directorate. He's
already established several military
academies within the Druze community
that push high school students to the
Air Force, so serving in the directorate
would allow him to have an even
greater impact on his community.

Another position he can see himself
excelling at would be the defense
attaché to Washington.

With a long family history of service,
a strong attachment to the country, and
his experience in various roles in the
military, “A.” believes that he would have

L0zt s

AV
"’* WITH LIFE ﬁ;T"TH

Life at The Highlands at Wyomissing” is filled with fun,
culture, and incredible amenities and services. Relax and put your
feet up. Express yourself through art, music or gardening. Try a
new exercise class. Whatever you desire, whatever you need,

retirement living at The Highlands is a great choice.

For an insider’s look at life at The Highlands,
Berks County’s only Life Care Community,

join us for an upcoming event.
Join our mailing list today!
610.775.2300 | THEHIGHLANDS.ORG/EVENTS

IGHLANDS7'
" ]

HIGHLANDS

ATWYOMISSING

2000 Cambridge Avenue | Wyomissing, PA 19610

a big impact should he serve as attaché.

Though he is a trailblazer in his
own right, he comes from a lineage
of family members who have reached
senior positions in the military and
Israel Police. “A lot is because of my
grandfather, but my family really likes

June 2022

to excel,” he said.

He is originally from northern Israel
and has lived on an airbase in southern
Israel for close to two decades. And
that is what makes his job all the more
meaningful. “| am literally protecting my
own home.”

1 ~Shabbat Candle Lightings

June 3
8:11 p.m.

June 10
8:15 p.m.

June 17
8:18 p.m.

June 24
8:20 p.m.

June ¥ Sivan-Tammuz

1
1 | { |I
| W —
o 1‘ Torah Portions

June 4/5 Sivan
Bamidbar (Numbers 1:1-4:20)

June 11/12 Sivan
Nasso (Numbers 8:1-12:41)

June 18/19 Sivan
Beha’Alotcha (Numbers 8:1-12:15)

June 25/26 Sivan
Shelach (Numbers 13:1-15:41)

OHEB SHOLOM

SUMMER
SERVICES BY
THE STREAMi

-

Gln us at the Wertz Red 'BT'ldge —

= R__e creation-Area-near
~Grings-Mill Park

FRIDAYS, JULY 22 & AUGUST 26
6:00 PM
BYO PICNIC DINNER TO ENJOY AFTER
OUR SERVICE
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Gathering in solemn solidarity

Local events to mark Yom HaShoah included Memory in the Living Room hosted by Holocaust survivor Mariette Jacobson, with Simon Seesengood and Jennifer Koosed, above. At right, the community gathers at The Highlands to
observe the annual Yom HaShoah Holocaust remembrance. Top right, local survivors and their descendants light candles in memory of 6 million Jews killed by the Nazi regime. Above, Adam Leisawitz with his great-grandparents

and Holocaust survivors Sid and Esther Bratt.
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Shavuot

¥

TIKKUN L’EIL SHAVUOT
SATURDAY, JUNE 4
8:00 PM—SERVICE

8:30 PM—DESSERT & MOVIE
RCOS CHAPEL

Reform Congregation Oheb $holom
555 Warwick Drive
Reading, PA 19610

610-375-6034
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Jewish

Food Pantry

Friendship Circle
Counseling Services
Transportation
Financial Assistance
Hospital and
Home Visitations
Living with Loss
Information and
Referral
Case Management

Holiday Programs

SHALOM

June is Hunger Awareness Month

By Carole Robinson

Feeling hungry?
Open your fridge,
grab something from
your pantry, or run
out for a quick meal.
It's easy enough to
satisfy your hunger
pangs, but not
everyone in America [}
is as fortunate as /% _
most of us. In 2019, . &
more than 35 million people in the U.S.
faced food insecurity. Food insecurity
is the lack of financial resources to
purchase enough food.

Hunger impacts both physical and
mental health. It negatively affects the
rate that children learn and grow, and
accelerates aging in older adults. Food
insecurity increases the risk of infectious
disease, chronic disease, and anxiety
and depression. The number of people
dealing with food insecurity is expected
to increase to as much as 50 million in
2022 due to the financial fallout from the
pandemic, coupled with rising inflation
and record high food price.

We are seeing an unprecedented
need for food with the number of
clients increasing dramatically since the
beginning of the year, comparable to
the need during the Great Depression,
(according to Joel Berg, Executive
Director of the NYC Coalition Against
Hunger.) According to Helping Harvest
Fresh Food Bank, over 13% of the
population of Berks County, including
many school-aged children, live in
poverty and face hunger issues. Their
network of charitable food programs
provides emergency food for over
100,000 people (at least once), annually,
including more than 30,000 children and
20,000 seniors. Jewish Family Service
is proud to be part of the Helping Harvest
network, operating two monthly food
pantries.

Our Olivet Pantry, located at the
Pendora Unit, is held on the first
Wednesday of each month and our
Reading/Hampden Heights SDA Pantry
is held on the second Tuesday of each
month. Both pantries are drive-through
and open from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. The
line of cars waiting for us when we arrive
at 8:15 am to setup winds around the
road, with the first cars arriving as early
as 6:00 am. We provided food for a new
high of 206 households at the Olivet
Pantry in May, compared with the 154
families we served in February. At the
SDA Pantry, we served 53 households

June 2022

Volunteers work under the new canopy tent protected from the rain at the JES Olivet Food Pantry on May 4

in January and more than twice that
amount in May — a record of 116
households!

We helped feed 1,000 children,
adults, and senior citizens by distributing
more than 16,000 Ibs. of food. This
includes shelf-stable pantry boxes
and pre-packaged produce, which we
supplement by adding meats and produce
to our online order from Helping Harvest.
As part of the Healthy Pantry Initiative,
we focus on providing nutritious foods
to our clients. These are the foods that
are most costly for families to purchase
at grocery stores. At our most recent
pantry, we bagged and handed out
family packs of chicken thighs, boneless
chicken breast, haddock fillets, ground
beef, two types of cheese, mango
chunks, and sweet peppers.

Many people believe that hunger
only affects people who don’t want to
work or are looking for handouts. They
complain about the expensive cars
they see at food pantries. One client
explained, “Just because | have a car,
doesn’t mean | have enough money for
food. My husband just lost his job and
our children need to eat.” Our clients are
struggling to make ends meet and most
are appreciative of the food we distribute
and the work we do. They tell me, “If it

wasn’t for this food, we would be living
on peanut butter.” “You don’'t make me
feel embarrassed to be here.” “This food
is a blessing to us.”

JFS would not be able to help
our neighbors in need without your
support. We are very appreciative
of everyone who contributed to our
Passover Campaign to fight hunger.
Thanks to your generosity, we were
able to purchase a 20 x 10 canopy tent
to use as protection against inclement
weather at our Olivet Pantry. What a
tremendous difference it made at our
last 2 pantries! We were able to stay
relatively dry despite the torrential rain
as we loaded vehicles with food.

A big thank you to our JFS Pantry
volunteers. We couldn’t do all the
lifting, organizing, and packing food
without you! Thank you to the May
volunteers: Cindy Balchunas, Raymond
Gehring, John Incledon, Pete Jacobson,
Sid Lempiner, Margo Levin, Debra
Montanino, Annette Peppard, Jenny
Reilly, Mike Schein, Paul Schwartz, and
Oleg Umanov. Working together, one
volunteer at a time, we can tackle hunger
and make a difference. In the words of
Anne Frank, “How wonderful it is that no
one has to wait, but can start right now
to gradually change the world.”

and cultures. (97 min.)

This documentary chronicles the origin story
behind one of Broadway’s most beloved
musicals, “Fiddler on the Roof™ and its
creation roots in early 1960s New York. It
explores the unexpected richness of its
themes as well as its long reach across time

JFS MOVIE MONDAY

Join us for a movie of Jewish interest and popcorn on the 4th Monday of the month at 1 p.m. at the JCC.

Call Brenda at 610-921-0624 to reserve your seat; walk-ins are welcome if seating is available.

“Fiddler: A Miracle of Miracles,” Monday, June 27,1 p.m.
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Springtime filled with JFS activities
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At left, volunteers pack up food to place in cars at the SDA food pantry. At right Adi Shalev delivers a presentation to Friendship Circle on May 5 “Israel Then and Now”

Friendship Circle June programs

Friendship Circle is held on the first and third Thursdays of each month at 1 p.m. at the JCC. An optional lunch is served, followed by an
entertaining or educational program or holiday celebration.

Programs are free; optional lunch is $7. Contact Carole at 610-921-0624 to make lunch reservations.
Thursday, June 2 - Don’t Get Scammed

Don’t be a victim! Come learn about common scans and how to avoid them.
Presented by the Exeter Township Police Department.

'Fl\ 1

Thursday, June 16 - Movie: “Making Trouble”
“‘Making Trouble” tells the story of six of the greatest female comic entertainers of the last
century — Molly Picon, Franny Brice, Sophie Tucker, Joan Rivers, Gilda Radner, and Wendy
Wasserman. Hosted by four of today’s funniest women — Judy Gold, Jackie Hoffman, Cory
Kahaney, and Jessica Kirson, it's the true saga of what it means to be Jewish, female and
funny. (85 min.)
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By Carole Robinson
and Sari Incledon

For many years, Jewish Family
Service has been able to get the names of
all Jewish hospital patients, both affiliated
with congregations and non-affiliated
from Reading Hospital and St. Joseph’s.
This allowed us to visit as many patients

SHALOM

Help us support our hospitalized

and families as possible and provide
social service and friendly supportive
visits. Fortunately, we continue to receive
daily emails from Reading Hospital of all
Jewish patients, unless they request that
their names not be shared.
Unfortunately, after the merger of Penn
State Health and St. Joseph’s Hospital,

this information is no longer available from
them. Despite several conversations with
St. Joseph executives, they claim HIPAA
and security concerns prevent them
from proactively sharing this information.
In addition, because so many Jewish
patients are unaffiliated, the information
is not made available to our rabbis.

June 2022

If you, family members or your
friends are hospitalized at Penn State
Health- St. Joseph’s Hospital, please be
aware of the need to contact us and/or
your congregation to receive supportive
services and a personal visit.

Please call 610-921-0624 if you have
any questions.

KESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE
IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE THAT
CANTOR TED PROSNITZ

WILL BE LEADING US IN SHAVUOT SERVICES

SATURDAY, JUNE 4TH

9:30AM - SHABBAT SERVICES
8:00PM - EREV SHAVUOT PROGRAM — MOSES and REVELATION AT MT SINAI
LIGHT REFRESHMENTS TO FOLLOW

9:20PM - EREV SHAVUOT SERVICE

SUNDAY, JUNE 5TH

9:30AM — SHAVUOT SERVICE

MONDAY, JUNE 6™
9:30AM — SHAVUOT SERVICE/YIZKOR

READING OF THE BOOK OF RUTH

AN RSVP WOULD BE APPRECIATED FOR SATURDAY PM SERVICES

RSVP TO: KESHERZIONOFFICE@GMAIL.COM

WE ARE LOOKING FOR VOLUNTEERS FOR THE ENGLISH READING OF RUTH.
PLEASE CONTACT CANTOR PROSNITZ IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO PARTICIPATE
CANTOR TED PROSNITZ

CANTORPROSNITZ@GMAIL.COM OR 201.321.3030

www.kesherzion.org

Kesher Zion Synagogue - 555 Warwick Drive - Wyomissing, PA 19610

Office: (610) 374-1763

MAHJONG NIGHT AT THE JCC -
Wednesday, June 8, 7 pm

Mahjong night is held one Wednesday each month at 7 pm. New and
seasoned players are welcome for some friendly competition. No charge
for JCC members; non-members $5/session or $35/year.

Please reserve your seat by emailing Carole at CaroleR@)jfreading.org or
call 610-921-0624.

Pediatric and Adult Patients

BEWARE OF SCAMS!

WITH THE EXETER TOWNSHIP POLICE DEPARTMENT

POLICE

Don't be a victim! Come learn about common scams and how to avoid them.

Call 610-921-0624 to register

Treating Ear, Nose, Throat Problems
Thyroid Nodules, Neck Masses & Sinusitis

Physicians:

James P. Restrepo, M.D., FACS, ECNU
Charles K. Lutz, M.D., FACS
Jeffrey S. Driben, M.D., FACS, ECNU
Scott J. Cronin, M.D.

Adam P. Vasconcellos, M.D.

ENT
Ear ¢ Nose e Throat

HEAD
NECK

Specialists, PC.

Nurse Practitioner:
Rosemarie Montgomery

MS, CRNP, FNP-C

THE AUDIOLOGY
CENTER

Diagnostic Audiology & Hearing Aid Services
Audiologists:

Melanie A. Appler, AuD, FAAA
Matthew R. Bonsall, AuD, FAAA
Jenna L. Galan, AuD, CCC-A

Providing diagnostic and rehabilitative services for all types of hearing loss, for any age group.
Hearing and Balance Disorders
State of the Art Hearing Aid Fittings
In House Hearing Aid Repairs

ENT Head & Neck Specialists, PC

985 Berkshire Blvd., Wyomissin
610-374-5599 » www.ent-hns.ne
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By Moisey Schneider
and Andi Franklin

David Friedman served as the U.S.
Ambassador to Israel from 2017 to
2021. Under his leadership the United
States made unprecedented diplomatic
advances. It moved the American embassy
to Jerusalem, it recognized Israel’s
sovereignty over the Golan Heights, and
it brokered the historic Abraham Accords
Peace agreement. For this, Friedman was
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize and

SHALOM
Israel Book Club: ‘Sledgehammer’ by David Friedman

received the National Security Medal.
When Friedman took office, the Middle
East was seen as a place of intractable
conflict. When he left, it was blossoming
with peace between Jews and Arabs. In
his book he tells the inside story of how the
Middle East was changed for the better.
From the beginning, President Donald
Trump recognized that the ties of the Jewish
people to Jerusalem and this holy land are
ancient and eternal. Therefore, he had
the U.S. officially recognize Jerusalem as

Ehrlich

Termite Control
Bird & Bat Control
- Bed Bug Control
+ Ant & Spider Control

f [»]37

Your Local Pest Control Experts

Trust the pest experts

With over 80 years of experience, we’ve seen and
solved just about every pest problem imaginable.

General Pest Control
Mosquito & Tick Control
«  Weed Control
« Year Round Protection

Call Ehrlich at (855) 226-0075 or visit jcehrlich.com

Israel’s capital. Additionally, the president
understood the increasing Iranian threat
to Middle East and world peace, so he
decertified the Iran nuclear deal. This
put the U.S. in a position to hold Iran
accountable for its regional support of
terrorists, for its efforts to destabilize
Yemen, Iraq, Syria and Lebanon, and for
its stockpiling of dangerous missiles.

The process of moving our embassy
to Jerusalem was fascinating to read.
Everyone thought it was risky only because
it had always been thought to be risky, but
no one could identify any specific threat
resulting from the move. The world thought
that the Middle East would erupt in violence
— it didn’t. The world thought the Temple
Mount would explode — it didn’t.

Friedman emceed the embassy’s opening
with speeches by American and Israeli
leaders, as well as Jewish and Christian
clergy. The program included a musical
interlude by a singer whose parents had
escaped from Ethiopia. He wrote: “| felt truly
blessed and humbled that God had chosen
me for this place and time. After 25 years,
the Jerusalem Embassy Act, recognized
Jerusalem as Israel's undivided capital ...
Jerusalem would never be divided again.”

Friedman was consumed by the need

and less as a destination.

and inspiration.

years to come.

Noontime Knowledge
Murals of Berks County: A Curated Tour of

Our Community

Tuesday, June 21 at noon at JCC

"Murals of Berks County”, is the second part of the series “Public Art in Berks
County". Murals, works of art applied directly to a wall, can be found all over Berks
county. They appear in all shapes and sizes, peeking out from behind trees and adding
pops of color and commentary to our daily lives. Unfortunately, our cadence rarely
affords murals careful consideration as we are more likely to encounter them in passing

This June’s Noontime Knowledge is brought to you by both halves of the Triptych
Federation— artist and art historian. Laura Scott Steiger, international muralist and local
artist, will provide a behind-the-scenes glimpse of how these murals are conceived,
executed, and maintained. Sara Howells will then discuss how murals evolved from an
advertising medium to their current function of community beautification, empowerment,

This curated tour of our local murals will include a custom map, created
especially for this talk so that these pieces can be enjoyed in situ and for many more

Noontime Knowledge, designed to educate on a variety of topics, will be held on the third Tues-
day of each month at noon. Everyone is invited to attend at no cost to participants. Please make
a reservation if you would like to attend by calling Carole at 610-921-0624 or email CaroleR@

Jfreading.org

“Overcoming Adversity” by Laura Scott Steiger, 2017.
507 Cherry St. West Reading, PA 19611
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to recognize Israeli sovereignty of the
Golan Heights. He showed U.S. Secretary
of State Michael Pompeo and President
Trump that the Golan Heights area was of
critical, strategic and security importance
to Israel. Friedman also showed how and
why it was necessary for regional stability.
Last, he showed that Israeli sovereignty
was consistent with previous treaties and
international law.

Presidential adviser Jared Kushner
and Friedman worked many months with
American, Arab, and Israeli leaders in the
development of their Vision for Peace plan.

Long before the plan was published
it was predicted to be far too skewed in
favor of Israel. When it was published,
the Palestinians refused to even to read
it. People on the far left opposed the plan
because they thought it would Kkill the
two-state solution. People on the far right
opposed it because they believed it would
create a Palestinian state.

Actually, the plan was constructed with a
maximalist view toward the Palestinians. It
offered the maximum amount of Palestinian
territorial expansion and a $5 billion seed
capital package of capital investment to
jump start the Palestinian economy. It also
proposed a government structure that could
lead to Palestinian statehood.

Saudi Arabia and Morocco endorsed
the plan for peace, noting that the plan
converged with many of their own principles
and how the treatment of Jerusalem property
provided for freedom of worship of all three
monotheistic faiths. In addition, the United
Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Egypt, Qatar, United
Kingdom, Austria, Australia, India, France,
Italy, Brazil, Columbia, Poland, Paraguay,
Denmark, Chile, Czech Republic, Japan,
Hungary, South Korea, Macedonia, and
Kosovo all expressed support.

Unfortunately, it was never adopted by the
Palestinians. However, it set the stage for the
groundbreaking Abraham Accords. General
Miguel Correa came up with the name
for the plan and at the introductory press
briefing Friedman explained: “Abraham, as
many of you know, was the father of three
great faiths ... No person better symbolizes
the potential for unity among these great
faiths than Abraham.” The reaction was
overwhelmingly positive. Aimostimmediately
things started to change. Kosovo, a Muslim
nation, normalized with Israel and moved
its embassy to Jerusalem. Friedman noted
that Israel’s treaty with Jordan took 26 years
to come to fruition, while it took only 29 days
for the UAE and Bahrain to sign this historic
accord. Normalization with Sudan and
Morocco soon followed. The Saudi’s are on
a path to normalization, allowing Israeli over-
flights. The advancement of peace and co-
existence between Israel and its neighbors
is just beginning.

The last thing Friedman did was to
expose the U.S. State Department’s
activities. Secretly, under the State
Department’s control, the U.S. boycotted
research and development projects
conducted in Judea and Samaria. This
had continued despite the official American
bipartisan government stand against the
movement to boycott, divest and sanction
Israel. He threatened to expose and publicly
embarrass State Department officials
who controlled that boycott. The U.S. no
longer boycotts academic and research
institutions in Judea and Samaria, and now
that research benefits the world.

American and Israeli leaders praised
Friedman for strengthening the deep ties
between Israel and the U.S., for correcting
the global diplomatic injustices that were
created over the years regarding Israel, and
for recognizing Jerusalem. There are many
other things, some of which have yet to be told.

The New York Times profiled Friedman’s
four years in office and said, “David
Friedman will complete his tour of duty in
Israel having etched his name in history as
one of America’s most influential envoys.”
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Solange Israel-Mintz and Andi Franklin
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Kid and youth programs a big part

At left, our JCC Find Your Voice creators had their final session with PJ Library author Erica Perl during our Yom Ha atzmaut festivities on May 5. These tweens shared their writings and drawings as a group and bonded
throughout the year. Special thanks to Exeter Community Library and PJ Library for sponsoring Find Your Voice this year. At top right, Autumn LaPrince, Rebecca LaPrince, Aubrey LaPrince and Ava Best with PJ Library author
Melissa Stoller at Exeter Community Library in April. Below, Adi Shalev, right, gathers with members of the JCC Youth Group for their final activity together:
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CHALILAH - PLAINW]'I'H TO PINGS. n rl va e
= CATERING
BY DOUBLETREE READING

CATERING & EVENT SERVICES FROM THE
#1 HOTEL IN THE BRAND (610) 375-8000

$7 EACH CHALLA
Toppings include sesame, everything or crumb.

Please specify when you order D OUB LETREE

Orders must be in by Tuesday each week
Text Chana Lipsker @610-334-1577

by Hilton™
READING

All procee s 2o to .'Lif.'j".r]i'_'.r-:'.rr'r' f:'mnp {Gan |r,~| e'ff'B[:'r'r'.' §
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Holocaust remembrance

Margo Levin and Judith Kraines join Gov. Tom Wolf at the 38th Holocaust Remembrance Day at the
Pennsylvania Capitol in Harrisburg, with the theme of No Place for Hate. It was the first in-person
observance of the event in two years. Judith is chairwoman of the planing commission, and she and

Margo are both part of the Pennsylvania Jewish Coalition.

V" Join us for the last Israeli
cooking class with Adi:

'ISRAELI'AL HESH'®
BARBECUE

TUESDAY » JUNE 28 « 5:30 PM
$18 - JGCC MEMBERS | $27 - ALL OTHERS.

®*Class in private Wyomissing home
*Limited space | Masks are optional

ESVF - AdiS@ | FReading.org or JFR weekly

email/website

JOIN US!
June 29th at 10:00am’”

W Shabbat

Join Rabbi Michelson for a musical, story-filled
interactive hour for children through grade 2. Mewmbers &
non-members welcome. No registration required.

*Tot Shabbat will be outside, weather perwmitting.

Special Shabbat at RCOS

Congregants at Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom's New Member Shabbat in May enjoy dinner from
Tatiana and Boris Schneider’s Island Noodles truck.

EOMMUNITY SHAVU@T
ICECREAM PARTY.

Sunday, June 5,2022 -5.00pm
Chabad of Berks - 2020 Hampden Blvd

READING OF THE10 COMMANDMENTS
FOLLOWED BY ADAIRY BUFFET AND ICE CREAM PARTY

THIS EVENT IS GENEROUSLY SPONSORED BY DR. JERRY MARCUS
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KldS gather for Havdalah
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A Havdalah program for children ages 8-12 from the Reading and Lancaster Jewish communities. The event
was organized our Shlicha, Adi Shalev, who has served both communities for the past three years.

Trivia night at KZ

Mpyron and San Kabakoff were the winners at Kesher Zion Synagogue'’s Trivia Night on May 15.

David Spillerman, reaLTore
cell: 610-207-1223 | office: 610-372-3200

BERKSHIRE HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Your World.
Under One Roof.

Homesale Realty

WYOMISSING OPTOMETRIC CENTER

T -
e EBat Chte o S (il

Comprehensive Vision & Medical Eye Care
2417 Medical EYE Emergencies

Glenn S. Corbin, OD Kerry J. Burrell, OD

Perry C. Umlauf, OD Amanda S. Legge, OD

Jeffrey Stefanick, OD Leslie B. Miller, OD
() wyo-opto.com £ |

Gy ALEPH BHAMP HEBREW READING PROGRAM i
CUDKING ART AND STEM ACTIVITIES » JEWISH HISTORY & CULTURE

A BAR/BAT MITZVAH PREPARATIUNS FAMILY HOLIDAY PROGRAMS h
| SUNDAYS 9:30%-12:30% .

i

[IUNVENIENTLY LOGATED'AT CHABAD OF BERKS _
~ NO MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED ,,_;

MYERSTOWN WYOMISSING DOUGLASSVILLE
717-866-1400 610-374-3134 610-385-4333

EXCITING b

HT{CHABAD(OF/BERKS]

M .amﬂ S FRIDAYIS:D0IAMESS:30[EM!
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MEMORIES

THAT LAST A
LIFETIME!
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FOR'MORE INFO! CONTACT,CHANR @610-334-1577,0R OFFICECCHABADOFBERKS.ORG
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Federation Honorial - Memorial Card Information

Please mail your payment with complete information to the Jewish
Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925 or bring to the Jewish
Cultural Center, 1100 Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, Wyomissing. You may set up
a “savings account” for the purpose of sending cards. Please contact the
Jewish Federation at 610-921-0624 for further information.

Contributions as of May 14

Federation Jewish Community Campaign
In honor of:

Birth of Jan and Jonathan Simon’s grandson Grant Benjamin Simon — Judy
and Bob Pollack

Birth of Jan and Jonathan Simon’s new granddaughter Helen Cora Brown
— Judy and Bob Pollack

In memory of:
Anne Goldstan — Sid and Esther Bratt
Neal Jacobs — Anzie and Edward Golden, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Fran
Bendheim and Frank Wolf, Debbie Goodman and John Moyer, Judy and Bob Pollack
Lorna Adelman (Debbie Goodman'’s sister-in-law) — Carol and Bernie Gerber
Helen Cook (Jan Simon’s mother) — Judy and Bob Pollack
Baruh Salinas Rodriguez — Susan and Bill Weiser

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Berna Sherman’s special birthday — Mariette Jacobson

Birth of Jan and Jonathan Simon’s new granddaughter Helen Cora Brown
— Jackye and Jim Barrer

In memory of:
Neal Jacobs — Sharon and Julian Syret, Jan and Jonathan Simon
Helen Cook (Jan Simon’s mother) — Jackye and Jim Barrer
Florence Russo (Nancy Russo’s mother) — Sharon and Julian Syret

SHALOM

June 2022

Honorials and Memorials

Contributions may be made to the following Funds:

Federation Jewish Community Campaign

Jewish Family Service

Leo Camp Lecture Fund

JFS Food Bank

JFS Taxi Transportation Program

Holocaust Library & Resource Center

Doris Levin Fund

Sue B. Viener Memorial Fund for PJ Library

Harry & Rose Sack Fund

Evelyn Thompson Fund

Jewish Cultural Center
In memory of:
Adi Shalev’s Bat Mitzvah — Cindy and Brett Chronister, Jan and Jonathan Simon

Ukraine Emergency Relief Fund
In memory of:

Doreen Andrews (Victoria Hafetz’s mother) — Sharon and Julian Syret, The
Farber Family, Anzie and Edward Golden, Dena and Vic Hammel, Sicily Masciotti,
Tanya Russ and John Spang, Pat Parks, Glenn and Gaye Corbin, Roeberg Family
— Mickey, Linda, Randi and Shelly, Susan and Michael Fromm, Sam and Sarah
Flamholz

Neal Jacobs — The Farber Family, Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Sue B. Viener Memorial Fund (PJ Library)
In memory of:
Neal Jacobs — George Viener

Lakin Preschool
In memory of:

Birth of Jackye and Jim Barrer’s new grandson Luca Trey Barrer — Jan and
Jonathan Simon

JFS TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM

This program provides transportation to members of the Jewish community, age 60 and over or those with disabilities, who have
no other way of getting around. It allows participants to retain their independence and keeps them from becoming homebound and
isolated. This service can be used for medical appointments, synagogue attendance, shopping and other errands.

It is easy to participate. Purchase a book of 25 taxi tickets from the Federation at a cost of $25. Each coupon is worth $3. The phone
number for Reading Metro Taxi is printed on the ticket book. Call the company and arrange your ride. At the end of the ride, sign your
coupon(s) before giving them to the driver. Tipping is left to the passenger’s discretion. The coupon does not include the cost of tipping.

This program is subsidized by the Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks

[\ Jewish

Federation®

OF READING/BERKS

Fun for the whole
family!




