GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2017

FEDERATION MEMBERS CORPORATION RESOLUTION
JEWISH RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY IN ISRAEL

November 13, 2017

Whereas, The Jewish Federations of North America view, with the highest priority, the
preservation of the unity of the Jewish people; and

Whereas, the centrality of Israel to all Jews is fundamental to our very Peoplehood; and

Whereas, the support of the Jewish people for the State of Israel and identification
with it are one of the most important strategic assets of the State of Israel; and

Whereas, on June 25, 2017 the Government of Israel suspended its resolution to
implement the Kotel agreement reached with the Jewish Agency, the Religious Streams,
Jewish Federations, the Rabbi of the Western Wall and the Prime Minister’s Office,
which would have ensured that the Kotel remain a unifying symbol for Jews around the
world fulfilling the vision of “One Wall for One People” and the Government also sought
to advance a conversion bill that would grant a formal and permanent monopoly on
conversions in Israel to the Chief Rabbinate, which could take steps that permanently
exclude hundreds of thousands of Israelis and other potential new immigrants from
being considered part of the Jewish people; and

Whereas, these decisions create divides between the North American Jewish
community and Israel and could undermine the Zionist vision and the State of Israel’s
sacred role as a national home for the entire Jewish people; and

Therefore, be it resolved that

The Jewish Federations fully endorse the June 26, 2017 resolution of the Jewish
Agency’s Board of Governors (Exhibit A) which calls upon the Government of Israel to
reverse its decision freezing the previously agreed to resolution on the Kotel and take all
necessary action to ensure that these divisive and damaging steps, including those with
regard to conversion, are halted; and

We will work with the Jewish Agency and other partners on an action plan to preserve
the unity of the Jewish people; and actively oppose such measures; and

We urge the leaders of Israel to fully appreciate the strength of feeling on this matter,
and its detrimental effect on Jewish unity and world Jewry relations.



A7 THE NI NINDION Exhibit A
2K THNISH AGENCY VIRY?
N7  FOR ISRAEL 7R’

Securing tha Jawish Future for Ganerations

Resolution

Whereas the Jewish Agency for Israel, representing world Jewry through its constituent
members, the World Zionist Organization, The Jewish Federations of North America/United
Israel Appeal and Keren Hayesod, is gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the reunification of Jerusalem, the liberation of the Western Wall and the
founding of the Zionist movement in Basel 120 years ago; and

Whereas the Jewish Agency for Israel throughout its history has been the organization
responsible for bringing olim to the State of Israel and connecting Israel and world Jewry;
and

Whereas the proposed conversion bill that would cement the Chief Rabbinate's monopoly on
conversion has the devastating potential to permanently exclude hundreds of thousands of
Israelis from being a part of the Jewish people; and

Whereas we deplore yesterday's decision by Government of Israel which contradicts the
agreement reached with the Jewish Agency and other parties to establish the Kotel as a
unifying symbol for Jews around the world, as stated: 'ONE WALL FOR ONE PEOPLE'; and

Whereas the Government of Israel's decisions have a deep potential to divide the Jewish
people and to undermine the Zionist vision and dream of Herzl, Ben-Gurion, and Jabotinsky
to establish Israel as a national home for the entire Jewish people; and

Whereas we declare that we cannot and must not allow this to happen and we are
committed to mobilizing our constituencies for their continued support of the people and state
of Israel;

Therefore, be it resolved that

— We call upon each Member of the Knesset and all elected public officials to take
all necessary action to ensure that these dangerous and damaging steps are
halted; and

—  We will continue to build a broad coalition of Israelis, together with partners from
around the world, who care passionately about keeping our people united and
who are committed to the unity of the Jewish people; and

— We call upon the Government of Israel to understand the gravity of its steps and
reverse its course of action accordingly.
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