
9701 Commerce Center Court

Fort Myers, FL  33908

POSTMASTER:

DATED RELIGIOUS

NEWS ITEMS.

TIME SENSITIVE

PLEASE E PEDITE!

NONPROFIT ORG

U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

FT M!ERS FL

PERMIT ��1

CHECK OUT OUR WEBSITE

WWW.JewishFederationLCC.org

Cu)ture

Phi)anthro-y

Socia) Ser2ices

9701 Commerce Center Court
Fort Myers, FL 33908

POSTMASTER:
DATED RELIGIOUS

NEWS ITEMS.
TIME SENSITIVE 

PLEASE EXPEDITE!

NONPROFIT ORG
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID
FT MYERS FL
PERMIT 521

Published by the Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties

November 2026 / 5787                 JewishFederationLCC.org                   Volume 49, Number 3

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

11	 Jewish Interest

15 	 Commentary

16 	 Organizations

20 	 Focus on Youth

24	 From the Bimah

29	 Temple News

35 	 Community Directory

For the most current news and 
articles on the war in Israel, 
please visit our website at 
JewishFederationLCC.org.

Fighting Hunger Together
Record demand makes community 
support more important than ever. 
Page 3

More Than a Visit
An Israeli teen delegation creates 
meaningful connections that will 
last beyond their stay. Page 6

Little Hands, Big Fun
PJ Library families celebrate Sukkot 
and look ahead to Hanukkah fun. 
Page 7

 

BELL TOWER
 

SAVE THE DATE
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A CELEBRATION OF LIGHT,
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COME TOGETHER • CELEBRATE LIGHT • STRENGTHEN COMMUNITY

FAMILY-FRIENDLY EVENT
Shopping with local vendors

Lighting of the 7ft menorah

Music, singing and dancing

ALL ARE WELCOME!

MUSIC | SINGING | DANCING

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2026

5:00 PM – 7:00 PM
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OUR MISSION
To strengthen and enrich 
the Jewish Community by 
providing and supporting 

philanthropic, educational 
and social service programs 

locally, in Israel and
throughout the world.

OUR VISION
A Jewish Community that is 
based on Jewish values such 
as Tzedakah (benevolence), 
Tikkun Olam (repairing the 

world) and K’lal Yisrael  
(taking responsibility  

for one another).
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www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

Well, I have some news to share 
with our community, and I 
suppose there is no easy way 

to say it. After eight wonderful years 
with the Jewish Federation of Lee and 
Charlotte Counties, I am no longer the 
Executive Director.

Yes, you read that correctly. Before 
anyone starts calling, texting or won-
dering what on earth happened, I should 
probably explain. The Board of Directors 
thought it was a good time for a change. 
A title change, that is!

I am incredibly honored and grateful 
to share that I have been named the Chief 
Executive Officer (CEO) of the Jewish 
Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties!

I hope I didn't scare too many of you. 
Although, if I did, perhaps it means you 
would miss me just a little! All kidding 
aside, this new title is deeply meaningful 
to me, and I want to share why.

When I first joined the Federation 
eight years ago, I could never have imag-
ined the journey ahead. What began as an 
opportunity to serve our Jewish commu-
nity has become one of the greatest priv-
ileges of my life. Over the years, I have 
watched our Federation grow, evolve 
and respond to the changing needs of 
the people we serve.

We have expanded our programs, 
strengthened our partnerships, increased 
our community outreach and worked 
tirelessly to ensure that Jewish life in Lee 
and Charlotte Counties remains vibrant, 
welcoming and secure.

And through it all, our mission has 
remained the same: To strengthen and 
enrich the Jewish Community by pro-
viding and supporting philanthropic, 
educational and social service programs 
locally, in Israel and throughout the 
world. But the Federation of today is 
not the same organization it was eight 
years ago.

Our Jewish Family Services Food 
Pantry is serving an extraordinary num-
ber of individuals and families struggling 
to put food on their tables. Our security 
initiatives have become an essential part 
of protecting our Jewish institutions, 

schools and community members. 
Our educational programs, Jewish 
Film Festival, youth and family 
engagement initiatives and com-
munity events continue to bring 
people together and strengthen 
Jewish identity.

We are also navigating an 
increasingly complex world. 

Rising antisemitism, growing finan-
cial needs, security concerns and the 
responsibility to stand with Israel and 
Jewish communities around the world 
have placed greater demands on Jewish 
Federations everywhere.

Our work is no longer simply about 
organizing programs and raising funds. 
It is about leadership, strategic plan-
ning, building relationships, manag-
ing resources, responding to crises and 
ensuring that our Federation is posi-
tioned to serve future generations.

That is why this new title means so 
much to me.

The title of Chief Executive Offi-
cer reflects the scope of responsibility 
that comes with leading an organiza-
tion that has grown in both its reach 
and its impact. It recognizes the work 
we are doing today and the vision we 
have for tomorrow. More importantly, it 
represents the confidence and trust that 
our Board of Directors has placed in me. 
For that, I am truly grateful.

I am especially thankful to our Board 
for their leadership, support, and belief 
in the future of our Federation. I am 
equally grateful to our dedicated staff, 
whose hard work and compassion make 
everything we accomplish possible, and 
to our volunteers, donors, community 
partners, and supporters who stand 
beside us every day.

No title, no matter how impressive it 
may sound, can replace the importance 
of the people who make this organi-
zation what it is. And while the letters 
after my name may have changed, my 
commitment to this community has not. 
I will continue to show up, work hard, 
advocate for our community, seek new 
opportunities and do everything I can 
to make our Federation the very best 
it can be.

As we welcome the Jewish New Year, 
I am filled with gratitude for how far we 
have come and excitement for all that 
lies ahead. Thank you for allowing me 
the privilege of serving this remarkable 
community. I look forward to continuing 
this journey together. 

 Debbie Sanford

FROM THE
Chief  
Executive  
Officer

I have some news . . .
I am no longer the Executive Director!
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Amy Hallock 

I am so excited to share 
some wonderful news! 
I have officially transi-

tioned into a full-time role as 
Community Events Manager 
for the Jewish Federation of 
Lee & Charlotte Counties!

As this position continues 
to evolve, I have more time 
to focus on creativity, fresh 
ideas, and meaningful ways 
to bring our community together. What 
I love most about this work is seeing 
people connect, build friendships, and 
discover new experiences. And this year, 
we have plenty to look forward to!

With the help of Gail, Russ, and Jan, 
we have launched a Federation Book 
Club! Meeting on the third Thursday of 
each month at the Federation, we will 
share thoughts, exchange perspectives, 
and enjoy great conversations about 
the books we read. What makes this 
club especially exciting is the oppor-
tunity, through the Jewish Book Coun-
cil, to speak with some of the authors 
themselves.

One of those authors, J.A. Schwartz-
man, who wrote Wiseguys, Rabbis, and 
the FBI, will be our featured speaker at 
our Community Breakfast on December 
6 at the DoubleTree by Hilton. I hope 
you will join us for an engaging morning 
of stories and conversation.

We are also putting a new twist on a 
familiar favorite! Instead of JFed Hits 
the Road, we are introducing JFed Hits 
the Tracks, right here in Fort Myers. 
We will board a train for a three-hour 
adventure featuring a murder mystery 
show and a five-course dinner. What 
a fun way to share an experience and 

make new friends!
Another exciting addi-

tion is The Travelling Shuk 
– Shuk to the Core, com-
ing to Temple Judea on Sun-
day, November 22. We will 
welcome Israeli vendors for 
a unique shopping experience, 
bringing a little taste of Israel 
to our community. I am look-
ing forward to exploring their 

merchandise, meeting the vendors, and 
seeing everyone enjoy this special event.

And please save the date for our 2nd 
Annual Community Menorah Light-
ing at Bell Tower on December 10! We 
cannot wait to gather again and celebrate 
Hanukkah together.

These events are just the beginning. I 
am excited to explore new partnerships, 
try creative ideas, and offer a variety of 
experiences that welcome both famil-
iar faces and people joining us for the 
first time.

For me, successful events are about 
more than what happens on the calen-
dar. They are about the conversations 
that continue afterward, the friendships 
that begin, and the feeling of belonging 
we create together.

Whether you have been involved with 
the Federation for years or are just get-
ting to know us, I hope you will find 
something on our calendar that sparks 
your interest. Bring a friend, introduce 
yourself to someone new, and help us 
keep building a community.

Be sure to sign up for our Federation 
newsletter to stay updated on everything 
we have planned. I look forward to see-
ing you soon! 

A New Chapter,  
New Experiences,  
and More Ways  
to Connect!
By Amy Hallock, Community Events Manager

There is something heart-
breaking about looking 
across the shelves of a 

food pantry and seeing more 
empty space than food.

At the JFS Food Pantry, 
we are doing everything we 
can to keep those shelves 
stocked. We were recently 
able to secure an increase in 
the amount of food we receive 
from the Harry Chapin Food 
Bank of Southwest Florida. That addi-
tional food is desperately needed, but 
even with more food coming in, the 
demand has grown faster than we ever 
could have imagined.

Record numbers
Our neighbors are coming 
through our doors in record 
numbers. On one particularly 
overwhelming day, more than 
100 households — represent-
ing over 400 individuals — 
came to the pantry for food. 
Even more striking, 42 of 
those households were new, 
representing 167 individuals 
who had never before needed 

to turn to a food pantry for help.
Behind every one of those numbers 

is a person. It is a parent trying to stretch 
a grocery budget until the end of the 
month, a senior choosing between food and other necessities, or a family won-

dering how they will put a meal on the 
table. Increasingly, it is someone who 
has never needed assistance before.

Increased need
The need has increased exponentially, 
and our pantry is not alone. Food pantries 
throughout our community are facing the 
same tremendous demand. Recently, one 
local pantry had to close early because 
they had run out of food.

But in the middle of this growing 
need, we have also seen something 
incredibly encouraging: our commu-
nity has responded.

At the end of September, synagogues 
throughout our community came together 
for food drives to support the JFS Food 
Pantry. The response from congregants, 

families and individuals was over-
whelming. We are deeply grateful to 
everyone who participated and helped 
fill our pantry shelves.

That generosity means more than sim-
ply cans and boxes on a shelf. It means 
a family can bring home food for din-
ner. It means a senior can worry a little 
less about making it through the month. 
It means a parent can put food on the 
table without having to choose between 
groceries and another essential expense.

We hope that this outpouring of sup-
port will continue, because the need is 
not slowing down.

Doing more
As Thanksgiving approaches, we want to 
help our neighbors do more than simply 
get by. We want families to be able to sit 
down together and enjoy a Thanksgiving 
meal with dignity and without worrying 
about how they will afford it. Gift cards 
to help families purchase turkeys would 
be especially meaningful this year.

If your synagogue, congregation, 
organization, family or business would 
like to organize a food drive or support 
the JFS Food Pantry, your help is needed 
now more than ever. 

The shelves may be empty, but our 
community has shown us that they don't 
have to stay that way. Together, we can 
make sure that our neighbors don't have 
to face hunger alone. 

When the shelves are empty … 
By Monica Wildonger, JFS Case Manager & Food Pantry Coordinator 

Monica Wildonger
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YOU MAKE IT HAPPEN!

T H E  S T R E N G T H  O F  P E O P L E .  
T H E  P O W E R  O F  C O M M U N I T Y .

The Jewish Federation Annual Campaign provides the resources to strengthen 
and enrich our Jewish community locally, in Israel and around the world. 

Local Jewish Education and Culture 
Community-wide Jewish Education and Cultural Programs for all ages. 
L’CHAYIM published monthly to keep the Jewish community informed
about local,  national and international Jewish issues. 
CRC-Community Relations Council to address issues of anti-Semitism and
Interfaith Relations. 
Israel Advocacy and Initiatives to strengthen local Jewish community ties
with Israel. Holocaust education for middle and high school students in
the community and a college campus Jewish life experience committee.
Volunteer opportunities for all ages.

Overseas 
Funding to the Jewish Agency for Israel and the American Jewish Joint
Distribution Committee (JDC) for full-spectrum social services to Israel
and Jewish communities in 60+ countries around the world. 
Partnership 2Gether relationship with the Hadera-Eiron Region in Israel. 

Jewish Community Foundation 
An endowment that ensures future social and educational programming
and support for our community.
Needs-based college scholarships and study scholarships in Israel. 
Jewish camp scholarships.

Local Seniors Services 
Lunch Bunch, a monthly gathering with a free lunch for older adults to
meet and schmooze.
Holiday baskets and teen visits to seniors and senior facilities for Rosh
Hashanah, Hanukkah and Passover. 
Holocaust survivor outreach.

Local Social Services 
Non-sectarian, individual & family outreach, information & referral services. 
South Fort Myers United Way House.

Local Emergency Services 
Food Pantry and gift cards. 
Emergency financial assistance grants to families and individuals in crisis. 
Local disaster outreach and assistance.

Education, Arts & Culture Programs
Israeli Folk Dancing
Jewish Social Club
Mah Jongg
Holiday Senior Visits
PJ Library
Federation Hits the Road-Day Trips
 

Holocaust Remembrance
Jewish Film Festival
Community Breakfast
Major Gifts-Pacesetters 
Jewish Heritage Day
 

Lion of Judah 
Women's Day
TRIBE
Annual Meeting
Men's Division
P2G Partnership Together
 

H    W 
THE JEWISH FEDERATION SERVES

L’CHAYIM delivers!
Introduce your business to a  

POWERFUL demographic and reach  
almost 4,000 households each month  

for pennies per reader!

For ad rates and deadlines,  
contact Bryana at 239.481.4449 x3  

or Brigarcia@jfedLCC.org.

With a tribute gift you can mark a milestone, celebrate a
special occasion, extend your sympathy or send wishes for
a speedy recovery. It is a meaningful way to acknowledge
friends or family and strengthen our Jewish community by
contributing to the Annual Campaign. 
A personalized tribute card will be sent to the honoree or
bereaved on your behalf, reflecting a personal message if
you wish.

TRIBUTES
Honors & Memorials

jewishfederationlcc.org/tribute-memorials

In Memory of Elliott Velleman
Rochelle Velleman

In Memory of Rand Herron
Our beloved brother. z”l

10/3/60 - 09/25/23
Lynn & Lory Kirby

In Memory of Truss Van Ginhoven
We are so sorry for your loss.

Phyllis & Berny Aronson

In Memory of Jay Fader
Gail Margolis & Jerry Weber

What do you think?
L’CHAYIM wants to know!
Send your letters and comments to Sharon Hood, 

L’CHAYIM Editor, at sharon@marketcrank.com.
Letters Policy

Letters must include the writer’s full name, full address and daytime 
phone. Letters should be no longer than 300 words. We reserve the right 
to edit for length and/or accuracy. Letters do not necessarily reflect the 
viewpoint of L’CHAYIM nor its advertisers. We cannot acknowledge or 
publish every letter received. 

Changing your address? Keep L’CHAYIM coming  
to your home. Email Brigarcia@jfedlcc.org.



5November 2026

FORT MYERS
11500 S. Cleveland Ave.

239-277-1011

FORT MYERS
Gulf Coast Town Center 

239-267-4547

CAPE CORAL
4106 Del Prado Blvd. S.

239-402-4777

PORT CHARLOTTE
Port Charlotte Town Center 

941-255-1999

PUNTA GORDA 
Fisherman’s Village

941-559-3620
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This past month, our 
community had the 
incredible privilege of 

welcoming a teen delegation 
from our Partnership2Gether 
sister region of Hadera-Eiron, 
Israel, to Lee and Charlotte 
Counties. After months of 
planning, coordinating and 
anticipating their arrival, 
five amazing visitors finally 
arrived in Fort Myers.

I spent so much time thinking about 
what we would do while they were here, 
where we would take them, what activ-
ities we would plan and how we could 
make their visit special. What I could 
never have planned for was the incredible 
bond that would form between all of us 
in just a few short days. They arrived as 
strangers, but they truly left as family.

Throughout their visit, we wanted to 
give them a chance to experience some of 
the things that make Southwest Florida 
and our Jewish community so special. 
We explored Sanibel Island, spent time 
sightseeing around Fort Myers, went 
bowling, created art together, shared 
countless meals and conversations, and 
most importantly, had the opportunity to 
simply spend time together.

Welcoming our  
Israeli guests
The teens and their Israeli chaperone, 
Nili, visited Temple Beth El, where they 
joined Lunch Bunch and participated in 
a Q&A panel. Members of our commu-

nity were able to hear directly from them 
about their lives in Israel, ask questions 
and connect with them on a much more 
personal level.

They also spent time at Temple Judea, 
participating with both the preschool and 
religious school students. Watching our 
local children interact with teens who 

had traveled all the way 
from Israel was incredi-
bly meaningful. They also 
volunteered in our Feder-
ation Food Pantry, giving 
back to the community  
that was so excited to wel-
come them.

Because their visit took 
place during Sukkot, we 
were also fortunate to have 

a special visit from Chabad Lubavitch 
of Fort Myers, who brought their 
Mobile Sukkah to us. Together, we 

had the opportunity 
to step inside the 
sukkah and shake 
the lulav and etrog. 
It was a meaning-
ful way to celebrate 
Sukkot together 
and another beau-
tiful reminder that 
although our vis-
itors had traveled 
thousands of miles 
from Israel, we were 
connected through 
the traditions and 

experiences we share.
Our Family Game Night at Jewish 

Federation brought even more mem-
bers of our community together with our 
visitors. There was plenty of laughter, 
conversation, food and fun, but what I 
will remember most are the connections 
being made all around the room.

The moments 
that mattered
While we planned many 
activities for their visit, 
some of the most special 
moments were never on 
the itinerary. They were 
the conversations in the 
car, sitting around a table 
together, laughing over 
a meal, sharing stories 
about our lives, learn-
ing about one another 
and realizing just how 
much we had in common 
despite living thousands 
of miles apart. 

Opening hearts 
and homes
None of these experi-

ences would have been possible with-

out our incredible host families. Opening 
your home to someone you have never 
met takes a special kind of generosity. 
Our host families did so much more than 
simply provided a place for our visitors 

to sleep. From the moment they arrived, 
they opened their homes, their families 
and their hearts to them.

They welcomed them with such 
warmth and treated them as if they were 
their own children. They made sure they 
felt comfortable, cared for, included and 
loved. They shared their homes, their 
meals, their family time and their every-
day lives with them. In only a few days, 
the relationship between our hosts and 
their guests became so much more than 
any of us could have expected. 

Watching those relationships form 
was one of the most beautiful parts of the 
entire experience. Our visitors weren't 
simply staying with host families; they 
became part of those families.

More than a visit
As someone who helped plan this visit, 
I knew that building relationships was 

one of the goals of the delegation, but I 
didn't think I fully understood what that 
could mean until I watched it happen 
right in front of me.

There is something incredibly pow-
erful about bringing people together 
who otherwise may never have had the 
opportunity to meet. We started the week 
learning one another's names and ended 
it hugging and exchanging promises to 
stay in touch and already talking about 
when we might see each other again. 
Saying goodbye was much harder than 
I ever imagined it would be.

In such a short amount of time, these 
five amazing people have become such a 
meaningful part of our lives. The laugh-
ter, conversations, hugs, stories and 

From strangers to family
A week we will never forget

By Brittany Salem, Youth and Family Engagement Coordinator

Brittany Salem

P2G teen delegation at Temple Judea

At Lakes Park with P2G

Lunch Bunch with P2G at Temple Beth El

Visiting Sanibel Island with P2G

Bowling with P2G teen delegation; 

continued on page 7
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Brittany Salem

Smoothies, stories and Sukkot fun
By Brittany Salem, Youth and Family Engagement Coordinator

PJ Library families 
gathered at Tem-
ple Beth Shalom 

in Cape Coral for a sweet 
celebration of Sukkot at 
our “Smoothies in the 
Sukkah” event. Fresh fruit 
smoothies were served in 
the sukkah as families 
enjoyed time together and 
celebrated the holiday.

The children had 
a wonderful time 
designing and deco-
rating their own mini 
sukkahs, adding cre-
ative touches to make 
each one special. We 
finished our afternoon 
with a Sukkot-themed 
PJ Library story time, 
bringing everyone 

together through the 
joy of reading.

Thank you to Tem-
ple Beth Shalom for 
welcoming us and to all 
the families who joined 
us for an afternoon of 
creativity, connection 
and holiday fun!

Hanukkah  
story time with  
PJ Library
Hanukkah is coming 

up next! Come cele-
brate with PJ Library, 
Dec. 2, from 5:45 to 
6:45 p.m., at Lakes 
Regional Library 
(15290 Bass Road, 
Fo r t  M y e r s ,  F L 
33919).

Join us at  the 
library for Hanukkah 
stories, donuts and 
crafts. Register at  
jewishfederationlcc.
org/calendar. 

Smoothies in the Sukkah

memories we shared are things I know 
I will carry with me long after this visit.

The meaning of partnership
Partnership2Gether is about creating 
meaningful, lasting relationships between 
Jewish communities in Israel and around 
the world. This week showed me exactly 
what that mission looks like in real life. 
It isn't simply about visiting another 
community or filling an itinerary with 
activities. It is about 
sitting across the table 
from someone, hearing 
their story, welcoming 
them into your home, 
sharing your own life 
with them and discov-
ering that the distance 
between us isn't nearly 
as great as it some-
times feels.

I cannot thank our 
host families enough 
for the love they gave 
so freely. You helped 
create a home away 

from home for our visitors, 
and you showed them what it 
means to be embraced by our 
community. This experience 
simply would not have been 
possible without you.

I am also incredibly grate-
ful to everyone throughout 
our community who wel-
comed our delegation, par-
ticipated in activities, shared 
meals with us, asked ques-
tions, offered support and 

helped make these few days something 
none of us will soon forget.

Five visitors traveled thousands of 
miles from Israel to Fort Myers as part 
of a teen delegation. A few days later, 
saying goodbye felt like saying good-
bye to family. That is something I could 
never have written into an itinerary, and 
that is what made this week so incred-
ibly special. 

Until we meet again. 

Teen Delegation with Rose

Volunteering at JFS Food Pantry

from strangers to family...continued from page 6
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Lunch Bunch brings 
Israeli teens and 
community together
By Elizabeth Elba, Life Enrichment Coordinator 

On Tuesday, Sept. 
29, we gathered 
for Lunch Bunch 

at Temple Beth El in Fort 
Myers for a special after-
noon of food, conversa-
tion and connection with 
some very special guests. 
The lunch was catered by 
Go Pita and was enjoyed 
alongside beautifully 
arranged fresh fruit platters and an 
assortment of baked goods.

This month’s program was special, 
as Lunch Bunch welcomed five 
Israeli delegates who were visiting 
Southwest Florida as part of a cul-
tural exchange. The group included 
four teenagers — two girls and two 
boys — and their chaperone. After 
lunch, the delegates shared sev-
eral prepared remarks about unity,  
Jewish culture and finding courage 
in the face of uncertainty. They also 

shared two short creative videos that 
the teens had made while in Israel, giv-
ing everyone a glimpse into their lives  
and experiences.

The highlight of the after-
noon was an open Q&A ses-
sion between the Israeli teens 
and members of our local 
community. The delegates 
spoke honestly about what life 
is like for them living outside 
of Tel Aviv during a time of 
war. They shared about cele-
brating Jewish holidays, their 
Jewish identities and what it 
means to grow up Jewish in 

Israel. The conversation went 
both ways, as the teens also 
asked our community mem-
bers questions about Jewish 
life and culture in America 
and what their experiences 
have been like as Jews in the 
United States.

Throughout the conver-
sation, the teens demon-
strated remarkable honesty 

and vulnerability. Their willingness to 
openly share their experiences created 
an atmosphere of understanding and 

connection that went 
beyond a typical lunch 
gathering.

At the end of the 
afternoon, everyone 
came together for a 
group photograph to 
commemorate the 
connection formed 
that day, which was 
a reminder that even 
across countries and 

generations, sharing our stories and expe-
riences can help us feel connected in 
uncertain times. 

Elizabeth Elba
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Scott Geller MD  •  Claudio Ferreira MD
Eye Specialists

We Provide Ophthalmic Solutions & Second Opinions!

Scott Geller, MD
Rush Medical School
Comprehensive Surgical Ophthalmology 
Fellow, American Academy of Ophthalmology 
Certified, American Board of Ophthalmology

(239) 275.8222
www.scottgellermd.com

4755 Summerlin Road (near Colonial)

What to Expect:
- Every client is seen by an MD. 

- You will not be hustled into unneeded surgery that might 
cost thousands of dollars and not be covered by insurance.
- We are the “go to” practice for second opinions…covered 

by insurance…for an honest alternative.

We are an independent private practice alternative to the  
assembly-line, corporate takeover of former private practices.

Claudio Ferreira, MD
Specialist in Surgery of Retina  

UCLA, University of Virginia, University of Tennessee  
Fellow, American Academy of Ophthalmology
Certified, American Board of Ophthalmology

Discover More:
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PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS  

WHO SUPPORT OUR FEDERATION AND  

HELP MAKE L’CHAYIM POSSIBLE.

FEDERATION NEWS

TOGETHER 
we can make a
Difference 

INDIGENT FUND PACESETTERS
The Federation expresses special gratitude to our Indigent 
Fund Pacesetters for the example they set for the rest of us.

The Jewish Federation loves our
GENEROUS DONORS

FOOD PANTRY / MARCIA CAN HELP
Temple Judea
Temple Beth El 
Shalom Dancers
Robert & Bette Batson
Stanley & Rebecca Freeman
Alan & Edina Lessack

Victor Gold
Sylvia Simko
Beverly Drucker
Carolyn Gora
Alice Roberts
Susan & Rob DeLong

LINDA F. IDELSON CULINARY DESIGN FUND

Charles Idelson
Carolyn Gora
Anita Freedman
Claire Goldhagen
Rabbi Yossi & Rivky Labkowski

Anne Schwartz
Andy & Debbie Shuping
Hy Tuchman
James & Betty Rubenstein
Lynn & Lory Kirby
Martin & Betteann Sherman

Jewishfederationlcc.org

The Cadkin Foundation
Lynn & Lory Kirby
Richard & Natalie Jacoff
Family Foundation

Anonymous
Naomi Bloom 
Toni & Stuart Morgenstein

LION OF JUDAH
WHO WE ARE & WHAT WE DO

Lions of Judah play a vital role in creating social
justice, aiding the vulnerable, preserving human
dignity and building Jewish identity. We are the
most dynamic philanthropic Jewish women in
the world. We are a part of an international
sisterhood of thousands of global activists who
care deeply about the Jewish future. The Lions
of Judah set an exemplary standard of
leadership and giving.

Our impact can be seen through contribution of
our time and resources. Each woman makes an
annual donation to their Federation that reflects
her capacity to give. In our community, the
threshold annual commitment is $5,000. Some
Lions also choose to endow their gift to benefit
future generations.

THE PIN
Each woman who
wears her Lion of

Judah pin is uniquely
connected to all other

Lions, all of whom
embody the true

meaning of tzedakah. 
These women are

empowered to take
the dream of Tikkum
Olam and turn it into

a reality.

20,000
WOMEN AROUND THE

WORLD ARE PROUD
LIONS OF JUDAH

90%
OF WOMEN IN 
HIGH-INCOME

HOUSEHOLDS MAKE
THE PHILANTHROPIC

DECISIONS

IF YOU WOULD LIKE MORE INFORMATION ON 
BECOMING A LION, FEEL FREE TO CONTACT 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, DEBBIE SANFORD, 
AT DEBBIESANFORD@JFEDLCC.ORG

Nar-Anon support 
meetings
By Joann Goldman

Nar-Anon Family Groups is a 
12-Step fellowship that offers 
a recovery program for those 

affected by someone’s addiction. The 
group will meet in the Community 
Room at Jewish Federation of Lee & 
Charlotte Counties. 

Addiction is a family disease; it 
affects the relationships of those close 
to the addict — parents, spouses, sib-
lings, children, longtime friends and 
employers. In the group meetings, these 
family members and friends share their 
experiences, strengths and hopes to help 
each other and themselves. 

If someone’s addiction is affect-
ing you, first you must help yourself. 
Come to a meeting and hear from others 

who are going through similar prob-
lems and talk about how they cope and  
find recovery. 

Nar-Anon is based on a set of spir-
itual principles and has no affiliation 
with any particular religion. There are 
no dues or fees. The only requirement 
for membership is a problem of addic-
tion in a relative or friend. 

This group has been a part of the Lee 
County community for more than 18 
years. Meetings are held at 7 p.m. every 
Thursday at Jewish Federation of Lee 
& Charlotte Counties (9701 Commerce 
Center Court, Fort Myers).

For more information, please con-
tact me at jogo118@gmail.com or 239- 
470-4827. 
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Sign up for the Federation’s weekly e-blasts. Send an email to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org.

JEWISH INTEREST 

 Rabbi  
    Barbara Aiello

David blinked his eyes 
and made a tiny, 
almost impercepti-

ble motion toward the front 
door. Ann, having been mar-
ried to David for nearly 50 
years knew his every move, 
especially this one, the head 
gesture to the left that meant, 
“Let’s get going. It’s time  
to leave.” 

Slowly Ann lifted herself 
from the easy chair, straight-
ened her skirt and looked around for  
her tote bag — the one she used to  
carry her famous kreplach to every  
family gathering. 

As she headed toward the kitchen, 
Ann saw it coming — Aunt Ruth’s bear 
hug and lament, “Oh Annie, don’t go 
so soon. I want to tell you about my 
kreplach disaster!” At that, cousin 
Gordon piped up with a story from his 
grandfather about harvesting beets in 
the Old Country, while Ruth’s sister 
shouted from the kitchen that Ann and 
David should wait a minute more while 
she wrapped the leftover pie. 

But it wasn’t a minute. It wasn’t 
15 minutes. Forty minutes later, Ann 

and David offered hugs 
all around and made their 
exit from a phenomenon 
well-known to every Jew-
ish extended family, the 
“Jewish long goodbye.”

Journalist Chaim Stein-
metz (Jewish Journal, 
Dec. 22, 2023) believes 
that Jewish protracted 
leave-taking is a cultural 
response, often triggered 
by the subtle yet pow-

erful, “Let’s get going,” and that for 
some Jewish families saying the word, 
“goodbye” is speaking an inscrutable 
foreign language. Steinmetz goes on to 
say that “the process typically involves 
announcing the departure, moving to the 
coat rack or doorway, starting entirely 
new deep conversations and lingering 
for repeated hugs. Culturally, it stems 
from a deep-rooted reluctance toward 
finality, separation and the warmth of 
communal connection.”

Journalist Samantha Long’s article 
“The Magic of the Jewish Long Good-
bye” (Feb. 22, 2022) describes the leav-
ing process as a manifestation of Jewish 
storytelling skills that began thousands 

of years ago and found a heyday in shtetl 
times. Long writes that regarding the 
decades long Jewish contributions to 
entertainment and the arts “this Jew-
ish presence has always signified an 
outstanding creativity and affinity for 
storytelling that exists within the global 
Jewish community.” 

Yet, the Jewish Long Goodbye may 
have a traditional connection that runs 
even deeper. Could it be that our reluc-
tance to let go derives from the obscure 
and often misunderstood holiday of 
Shemini Atzeret, a festival sandwiched 
between the end of Sukkot and the 

beginning of Simchat Torah, the last 
holiday in the High Holy Day cycle?

Legend has it that rabbinic sages 
compared Shemini Atzeret to a king 
who hosts a massive festival for his fam-
ily, neighbors, friends and even travelers 

passing by. When the feast ends and 
everyone prepares to leave, the king 
turns to his children and asks them to 
stay just one extra, quiet day with him. 

Later the rabbis compared the king’s 
request to what God asks of us Jews; 
that we understand and appreciate how 
important it is to spend an intimate, 
focused time connecting with our spir-
itual selves (Exploring Judaism).

In the phrase Shemini Atzeret, the 
word “shemini” has its roots in the word 
“gathering,” while “atzeret” is rooted 
in Hebrew as “to hold back.” “to stop” 
or “to pause.” In modern terms, we 
gather to “hold back” our exit and to 
“pause” before leaving our family and 
friends; a beautiful tradition that forms 
the spiritual foundation of the Jewish 
Long Goodbye.

Rabbi Barbara Aiello served the 
Aviva Campus for Senior Life in Sara-
sota, Florida as resident rabbi for 10 
years. Her most popular columns are 
now published in her book, “Aging  
Jewishly,” available on Amazon books. 
Rabbi Barbara now lives and works in 
Italy where she is rabbi of Italy’s first 
Reconstructionist synagogue. Contact 
her at Rabbi@RabbiBarbara.com. 

The Jewish Long Goodbye   
Aging Jewishly — What our traditions teach us about growing old.
By Rabbi Barbara Aiello

Yet, the Jewish Long 
Goodbye may have a 
traditional connection 
that runs even deeper.

The answer is rarely tied to one dramatic event. More often, the need develops 
gradually through small changes that affect safety, health, and quality of  life. 

The best time to explore senior living is before a crisis occurs, when there’s time to com-
pare options and make thoughtful, informed decisions. Don’t wait for a fall, diagnosis, 
or caregiver emergency. Careful evaluation of  senior living options should be considered 
proactive lifestyle decision, not a last resort. 

The goal of  senior living is not to take away 
independence, but rather to preserve it by 
providing the right level of  support, safety, 
socialization, and peace of  mind. 

Additionally, seniors who move earlier 
often enjoy increased socialization, better 
nutrition, reduced household maintenance, 
enhanced safety, access to future care if  
needed, and overall greater peace of  mind.

The Matchmaker of Senior Housing ™

Bruce B. Rosenblatt, cdp
• Certified Dementia Practitioner
• Eldercare Advocate
• 35+ Years Senior Housing Experience
• Owner, Senior Housing Solutions, 
   since 2008
• Serving Naples, Ft. Myers, Estero
   Bonita Springs, Cape Coral, Marco
   Island, and all Southwest Florida

“Sooner than you may think.”

ARE ANY OF THESE HAPPENING?
DIFFICULTY WITH DAILY ACTIVITIES
• Bathing • Housekeeping • Dressing
• Meal Prep • Medication management

INCREASING SAFETY CONCERNS
• Getting lost • Unsafe driving • Falls  
• Leaving the stove or water on

MEMORY LOSS THAT AFFECTS DAILY LIFE
• Unpaid bills • Poor judgment • Confusion
• Missed medications / appointments 

DECLINING NUTRITION AND PERSONAL CARE
• Weight loss • Poor grooming • Poor hygiene 
• Spoiled food • Wearing the same clothing

SOCIAL ISOLATION AND LONELINESS
• Stopped social activities • Rarely goes out
• Appears withdrawn or depressed

CAREGIVER BURNOUT
• Physical exhaustion   • Constant worry
• Feeling overwhelmed • Emotional stress 

Personalized Senior Housing Guidance
Assisted Living, Memory Care, Independent Living, CCRCs
Expert knowledge of Southwest Florida communities
Personalized tours, pricing guidance, contract review
100% FREE! 
We’re paid by the community when you move in

At Senior Housing Solutions, we help families throughout 
Southwest Florida navigate their options and find the  
community that best fits their needs, lifestyle, and budget.

“When should we start looking at senior living?”

IT’S BETTER TO BE FIVE YEARS TOO EARLY THAN FIVE MINUTES TOO LATE

A D V E R T O R I A L

239-595-0207
Bruce@seniorhousingsolutions.net
www.seniorhousingsolutions.net
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FINEMARK NATIONAL BANK & TRUST IS PROUD 
TO CONSISTENTLY EARN A 5-STAR RATING
FROM BAUER FINANCIAL, THE NATION’S 
LEADING INDEPENDENT BANK RATING FIRM*.

We attribute our success to delivering unparalleled 
service and putting our clients fi rst.

Fort Myers  •  Bonita Springs  •   Charleston  •   Estero  •  Naples  •  Palm Beach  •  Scottsdale
www.fi nemarkbank.com  •  239-461-5900  •  Member FDIC  •  Equal Housing Lender 

Trust and investment services are not FDIC insured, are not guaranteed by the bank and may lose value.
*5-Star Financial Rating issued by Bauer Financial, a leading independent bank rating and research fi rm. Rating is 5 out of 5.

Long-Term Care Planning
Estate Planning

Probate
Let Our Family Take Care of Yours

239.948.1823 • www.lyons-law.com 

Richard D. Lyons,
Founding Partner 

Abby Lyons,
Associate Attorney

The Jewish side of Hollywood 
Stars of David

By Nate Bloom, Stars of David Contributing Columnist

Editor’s Note: Persons in bold 
are deemed by Nate Bloom to be  
Jewish for the purpose of this col-

umn. Persons identified as Jewish have 
at least one Jewish parent and were not 
raised in, or identify with, a faith other 
than Judaism. Converts to Judaism, of 
course, are also identified as Jewish.

“Ghost Solider” 
This action film opens on Veterans Day, 
Nov. 11, which makes sense, because 
the hero of the film is a military veteran: 
Henry “Fitz” Fitzgerald (Jim Caviezel). 
Fitz is a weapons system engineer and 
a former Green Beret. He’s “out there” 
protecting his Wyoming rural neighbors 
from a ruthless corporation.

As I write this, there’s no informa-
tion about the character backgrounds” 
except for Fitz. However, I am 99% sure 
that Olivia Thirlby, 39, plays Fitz’s 
sweetheart or wife. Thirlby has worked 
steadily in films since 2006 in support-
ing film roles (and in a few star roles). 
Thirlby is the secular daughter of a Jew-
ish mother and a non-Jewish father.

 
“How to Rob a Bank” 
This action-comedy heist film opens in 
theaters Nov. 13. Here’s the set-up: A 
crew of bank robbers have been using 
social media to document the heists they 
pulled off. The social media heist vid-
eos move the police to really go after 
these robbers.

Zoe Kravitz, 37, is second in every 
“how to” actor cast list. She plays Reagan 
Gardener, a robber. Just above Kravitz’s 
name there’s Nicolas Hoult, a British 
actor, who plays Ryan, the “top” robber.

Kravitz has referred to herself as a 
“secular Jew.” She has been a very good 
and busy actress for almost 20 years 
now. And here’s a Veterans Day note: 
Zoe Kravitz’s great uncle, Army Private 
Leonard Kravitz, was given the Medal 

of Honor (2014), 63 years after his death 
in the Korean war (1951).

 
“Mouse”
Opening in theaters Nov. 13, “Mouse” 
is an American coming-of-age drama. 
Here’s the brief premise: Teens Callie 
and Minnie’s relationship is upended 
on the eve of their high 
school senior year. Min-
nie forms a complicated 
relationship with Cal-
lie’s mother (played 
by Sophie Okonedo, 
58). This film received 
great reviews after it was 
shown in film festivals.

Okonedo is a British 
actress, but she can cer-
tainly play an American 
character. Her American 
honors include a Tony Award, an Emmy 
Award, and a Golden Globe Award. She 
got an Oscar acting nomination for 
“Hotel Rwanda.”

Her mother is a Caucasian English 
Jew who married a Black British Nige-
rian. Five years after they married, he 
left Sophie’s mother and moved to Nige-
ria. Sophie was raised Jewish by her 
mother and her mother’s parents, and she 
strongly identifies as Jewish as an adult.

 
“Giant – The Play” 
“Giant” is a 2024 play that first opened 
in a major London theater and then in 
a Broadway theater. On Nov. 19, the 
live-recorded theatrical screening of the 
West End/Broadway production opens 
in theaters. The play and the movie take 
place in one afternoon, and it received 
very good reviews.

Mark Rosenthal, 48, a British 
Jew and top theater director, wanted 
to find someone to write a play about 
author Roald Dahl’s antisemitism. He 
consulted Sir Nicholas Hytner, an 

acclaimed (Jewish) British director. 
Hynter told Rosenthal that “Rosenthal 
should write himself.” So, Rosenthal 
wrote and Hytner, 70, directed the film 
version of “Giant.”

In 1983, Dahl, the author of many 
books, including “Charlie and the Choc-
olate Factory,” known for the eccentric 

chocolatier Willy Wonka, and 
faced backlash following his lit-
erary review of a book about the 
Lebanon-Israel war. The book’s 
view was the Israeli army was 
way too bloody. Dahl gave the 
book a rave review and made his 
own antisemitic remarks to boot. 
These remarks were not Dahl’s 
first nasty comments about Jews.

The play/film finds Dahl 
talking to his (real) Jewish pub-
lisher, Tom Maschler (played 

by Elliot Levey, 52, a British Jew). 
Dahl also talks to Jessie Stone (played 
by Aya Cash, 44), a fictional Jewish 
sales executive from Dahl's American 

publisher. Stone tries to persuade Dahl 
to issue a public apology after his con-
troversial book review. Already, she 
tells Dahl that he has sparked a fierce 
backlash and accusations that Dahl is 
an antisemite.

 
“Paper Tiger” 
Written and directed by James Gray, 
57, this crime-drama film opens Nov. 
19. Advance reviews are largely good. 

The film follows the Pearl family, 
a suburban New York Jewish family 
who become entangled with the Rus-
sian mob. The main Pearl family adult 
characters are: Hester, Edwin Pearl’s 
wife, and the mother of two teenage 
sons (played by Scarlett Johanson, 41). 
Hester is hiding her terminal diagnosis 
from her family while trying to keep 
them together; Edwin (Miles Teller) 
is an engineer; his older brother Gary 
(Adam Driver) is an ex-cop with lots 
of connections. He gets the Pearls into 
the scheme with the mob. 
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PLACE YOUR AD HERE
Call Bryana at 239.481.4449 x3  

or send an email to  
Brigarcia@jfedLCC.org

 

3571 Del Prado Blvd North • North Cape Coral 543-2075 
8841 College Parkway • Ft. Myers 433-2245 est.1995 

www.thebagelfactory.com 

27 flavors baked fresh daily 
We make ‘em, we bake ‘em 

Right here! 
Bagels are boiled and baked the  

old-fashioned way 

8841 College Parkway, Ft. Myers
433-2245 est. 1995 · info@thebagelfactory.com · 

Bagels are boiled and baked
the old-fashioned way

boiled
old-fashioned

baked

REACH THE JEWISH 
COMMUNITY IN LEE AND 

CHARLOTTE COUNTIES

Contact Bryana at  
239.481.4449 x3  

or Brigarcia@jfedLCC.org

1380 Royal Palm Square Boulevard
Fort Myers, Florida 33919

239-936-7200
lowells@trustska.com

Lowell S. Schoenfeld
Florida Board Certified Wills, Trusts 

& Estates Attorney

Schoenfeld Kyle & Associates LLP

www.trustska.com

For more information, call Bryana at 239.481.4449 x3  
or send an email to Brigarcia@jfedLCC.org.

The exclusive way to reach the  
Jewish community in Lee and Charlotte Counties.

Scan Our Code239-939-7446 
AdvanceSolar.com 
License Numbers: CVC056664 • CAC1817663 • CPC1458514 • EC13009791

PV SOLAR ELECTRIC and BATTERY BACKUP 
SOLAR and ELECTRIC POOL HEATING 

SPAS and HOT TUBS 

YOUR LOCAL 
SOLAR 

EXPERTS!Family owned since 1983: Brian & Dan Goldberg
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•	 Local Organization news
•	 Jewish Federation updates
•	 Holocaust Museum news
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•	 Recent event photos
•	 and much more

Targeted Distribution
L’CHAYIM – the monthly newspaper published by Jewish Federation of  
Lee & Charlotte Counties – is mailed to almost 4,000 well-informed, savvy 
residents in the area with additional copies available at the Federation office.

Life-Enriching Information 
Each month, readers of L’CHAYIM get news and updates on all Jewish-related  
local events including the Jewish Film Festival, Jewish author programs, 
holiday celebrations, concerts, book study groups, timely lectures,  
mahjong and synagogue and local Jewish organization updates. 

The EXCLUSIVE way to reach the Jewish  
community in Lee and Charlotte Counties.

Grow your business with L’CHAYIM!
L’SHANA TOVA
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For the most current news and 
articles on the war in Israel, 
please visit our website at 
JewishFederationLCC.org.

New team members
Meet the two newest additions 
to our Federation team. Page 5

Host Israeli teens!
You're invited to take part in 
this meaningful opportunity 
this spring. page 3

Published by the Jewish Federation of Lee & Charlotte Counties
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Pick up 9:00 A.M. and returning approx. 6:30 P.M.

Jewish Federation | 9701 Commerce Center Court | Fort Myers 

JFED HITS
THE ROAD
The Florida Holocaust Museum, St. Petersburg
Taste, Remember, Celebrate
“I’ll Have What She’s Having”: The Jewish Deli 

Lunch at Jo-El's Kosher Deli (on your own).

202505
$60/pp. Includes round trip transportation in 
a Luxury Charter bus & entrance to the exhibit.

Register: jewishfederationlcc.org/calendar

RSVP by 
November 1st.

Each month, nearly  
4,000 Jewish  
residents in Lee and 
Charlotte counties  
turn to  L’CHAYIM for:

For more information or to place an ad in L’CHAYIM, call Bryana Garcia  
at 239.481.4449 x3, email her at Brigarcia@jfedLCC.org, or visit the 
L’CHAYIM page at www.JewishFederationLCC.org.
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Dr. Jennifer Taschner, DDS, MMSc
Board Certified in Periodontology and Dental Implant Surgery

Dr. Lindsey Vander zalm, DMD
Board Certified in Periodontology and Dental Implant Surgery

(239) 936-0635 
1645 Medical Lane, Fort Myers, FL

www.TaschnerPerio.com

The comedian Nate 
Bargatze has a great 
bit about being the 

dumbest time traveler. Bar-
gatze said if he somehow got 
transported back 100 years 
ago, he could tell people that 
we all have phones in our 
pockets now. But, when they 
asked how that worked, Nate 
would just shrug. “I don’t 
know, satellites?” And when 
they asked what satellites were, he’d be 
stumped again. “I don’t know if I could 
even prove I was from the future.” 

I know how he feels. I am part of a 
generation of well-educated people that 
know a lot about pop culture and very 
little about how anything works. It’s not 
all of us. There are a few, like my brother 
and my best friend Andy, who cannot 
only use power tools but can actually 
identify them by name and know what 
they’re used for. 

My brother built a wheel-
chair ramp for our parents in 
their garage. I was there to hold 
the other end of long boards 
and occasionally pay for sup-
plies at Lowe’s. I marveled at 
his ability to consider the logis-
tics and engineering of each 
step as we progressed. There 
was no kit. This wasn’t a ramp 
we found at IKEA. The point is 
that I had no idea what to do. 

When I was working as a television 
sportscaster my friend Warren used to 
joke about how he had friends who 

were lawyers, so he could 
ask them legal questions, 
and he had friends who 
were accountants, so he 
could ask them tax ques-
tions. What could we 
offer in return? “Hey, if 
you need anyone to do 
highlights. . .”

I suppose I have some 
useful knowledge in my 
current career, but I don’t 
know how much of it 
would have been useful 
100 years ago. “You know, 
Jebediah, you might con-
sider some life insurance 
in case your horse Light-
ning Bolt kicks you in the 
chest again,” or “If the 
shoeshine boy is offering 
stock tips, it might be time 
to get out of the market.” 

I have useful knowl-
edge, but no useful skills. 

I’m a really fast typist. Maybe I could 
have worked as a secretary in the 1920s. 
Mindi’s great aunt Sylvia used to tell a 
story about being hired to type letters 
for a wealthy business man in New York 
many years ago. One day, she said he 
gave her a letter to type that she thought 
had an error. “This says to sell 100,000 
shares of stock,” she said. 

“Yes, he responded, that’s correct.” 
She said, “Oh my goodness! Can I 

touch you? I’ve never met anyone who 
owned 100,000 shares of any stock.”

The businessman replied, “Don’t you 
and Harry own stocks?”

She said, “Sure, we own a share of 
AT&T, and a share of General Electric.”

And he said, “Oh my goodness! I’ve 
never met anyone who owned only one 
share of any stock!”

The point is that we should be teach-
ing more relevant skills to our children. 
Every American should know how to 
change a toilet fill valve, safely start a 
campfire and select a good watermelon. 

I saw something come across my Sub-
stack feed about survival skills, because 
social media is monitoring us. What a 
coincidence! 

I thought it was going to be some-
thing kind of basic, but the guy built 
an underground bun-
ker with a ladder and 
a covered hearth, and 
there were wooden 
beams and mud caked 
interior walls. I don’t 
know who their tar-
get audience was, but 
there’s no way it was me. Unless you 
know, they somehow knew I was writing 
a story about my lack of survival skills. 

Here’s an example of my survival 
skills. My aforementioned friend Andy 
came to visit me at my basement apart-
ment in Junction City, Kansas. It was 
very cold in the apartment, and we won-
dered if there was a problem with the 
heater. I figured I would have to ask 
the landlord. Andy had a different idea.

“Why don’t we check the vent?” 
It was closed. He opened it. Problem 
solved. Everyone enjoyed a good laugh 
that I was willing to live in the cold with-
out thinking to check the vent. 

My friend Jeff says everyone should 
build a house as the contractor because 
you get to spend a lot of time with reg-
ular people and it puts you in touch with 
humanity. I don’t know about all that, but 
I wouldn’t spend a night in a tent I put 
up, let alone a house I built! Although, I 
did help build a sukkah several times. It 
was from a kit, and someone else always 
oversaw the effort. 

On Morgan Housel’s podcast, he 
talked about how AI is making ana-
lytic intelligence (the stuff we learned 
in school) less important and other kinds 
of intelligence like creative and practical 
intelligence far more important. 

So not only is AI going to take my 
job, but it’s going to 
render me pretty much 
useless. The good folks 
at L’Chayim will prob-
ably boot me and let 
AI write the column 
next month. And it will 
probably be funnier. If 

the byline says Br-AI-an you’ll know 
something is up!

The point is, I’m running out of time. 
Not only for this column, but also as 
a productive member of society. The 
world of the future will have AI to do 
all the things we learned to be good at, 
so people will need to know more prac-
tical things, like our great grandparents 
did. Mindi and I might have to move in 
with my brother. 

Back to the future
By Brian Simon

 Brian Simon

The point is that we 
should be teaching 
more relevant skills 

to our children.

COMMENTARY 
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November 6: 5:23 p.m.

November 13: 5:20 p.m.

November 20: 5:18 p.m.

November 27: 5:16 p.m.

Candle lighting times:

December 2, 2026    11:30am - 2:00pm
Vineyards Country Club, Naples, FL 

Guest speaker Tessa Veksler - 
public speaker, content creator, 

and Jewish advocate.

Tickets $200
Sponsorship Packages Available

We invite you to join us for The Luncheon, our annual winter 
fundraising event. Net proceeds support our Holocaust 
Education programs, which last year impacted over 90,000 
students and teachers in 10 South Florida counties. 

Your support helps us preserve and share the history and 
authentic stories of the Holocaust for the next generation. 

Please visit hmcec.org for reservations and information. 
We hope to see you there!

975 Imperial Golf Course Blvd., Naples, FL 34110
239-263-9200   hmcec.org    info@hmcec.org

Please Join Us for 

The Luncheon

"Portraits of Memory” is a 
groundbreaking exhibition ini-
tiated by The Naples Art Dis-

trict, in collaboration with the Holocaust 
Museum & Cohen Education Center. 
Conceived by the Naples Art District as a 
way to bring the extraordinary talents of 
Southwest Florida’s professional artists 
into direct relationship with Holocaust 
survivors, the project transforms Holo-
caust testimony into enduring works of 
visual art.  It creates a lasting bridge 
between Jewish memory, contemporary 
art and future generations.

“Portraits of Memory” paired 12 art-
ist members of the Naples Art District 
with 12 Holocaust survivors living in 
Southwest Florida. Through careful lis-
tening, personal conversation and artis-
tic interpretation, each artist created an 
original portrait that captures not only a 
survivor’s physical likeness, but also the 
voice, memory, identity and humanity 
that defined that life.  

The 12 artists came from diverse 
cultural and religious backgrounds and 
used a variety of artist mediums — oil, 
acrylic, watercolor, collage, red chalk 
and mono printing — to create their 
survivor portrait. From memory to art

The inaugural exhibition at the Holocaust 
Museum & Cohen Education Center, 
opening Nov. 15 and continuing through 
December, is expected to welcome 
approximately 1,200 middle and high 
school students through guided educa-
tional visits, in addition to hundreds of 
adult visitors from Southwest Florida 
and beyond.  For many students, this will 
be their first opportunity to encounter 
the testimony of a Holocaust survivor, 
not through a textbook, but through art 
that reveals both history and humanity.

At a time when antisemitism contin-
ues to rise and Holocaust denial threatens 

historical truth, “Portraits of Memory” 
offers an affirmative response rooted in 
beauty, dignity and artistic excellence. It 
invites audiences to encounter difficult 
history through compassion, creativity 
and the extraordinary resilience of the 
human spirit.

This extraordinary exhibit opens to 
the public on Nov. 15, 3:30 p.m., with 
many artists and survivors present, and 
includes a 4 p.m. program highlighting 
the very meaningful artist/survivor rela-
tionships that developed through “Por-
traits of Memory”

Registration is requested. Please visit 
hmcec.org/events.  

Holocaust Museum & Janet G. and Harvey D. Cohen Education Center 
HMCEC.org • 239-263-9200

A groundbreaking exhibit
Naples Art District and Holocaust Museum partner together

By Paula Brody, Naples Art District President

Portrait in oil and silver ink of Sarah Rockler by artist 
Rochelle Buss Szews

Portrait in oil of Cesare Frustaci by artist Arturo Samaniego  
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Sign up for the Federation’s weekly e-blasts.  
Send an email to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org.

We’re all busy. There are errands 
to run, appointments to keep, 
friends to see, and so much 

more. Some days there may be more on 
your calendar than you know what to do 
with. So, when you decide to attend a 
program, it should be worth your time.

That’s what GenShoah SWFL strives 
to offer. With the help of our coordinat-
ing committee, the Holocaust Museum 
staff, community partners and many of 
our members, we have developed a wide 
variety of offerings from October until 
May. Our programs have been chosen to 
inform, inspire, challenge, and some, to 
entertain. They bring interesting people, 
stories, history and conversation together 
in a number of ways. Some of our past 
programs have stayed with attendees 
long after the program ended.

In this upcom-
ing season, we hope 
our programs teach 
you something new 
or make you think 
about something 
familiar in a new 
way. And may we 
introduce you to a 
person, a story or 
an idea you had not 
encountered.

So, when you 
see one of our pro-
grams in an article 
or newsletter, or if 
someone tells you 
about it, don’t just 
think, “That sounds 
interesting.” Please, 
put it on your calen-
dar, and come join 

your friends — or make some new ones! 
Don’t forget, our programs are offered 
from October to May. 

Sunday, Nov. 8 
The Annual Kristallnacht Commem-
oration, will be held Sunday, Nov. 8, 
2:30 p.m., at St. Williams Church. As in 
the past, it should be an interesting and 
informative program and will include 

a moving lighting  
of candles. 

Wednesday, 
Nov. 11
On Veteran’s Day, 
Nov. 11, 2 p.m., 
well-known speaker 
Jeff Kraus will be 
at the Holocaust 
Museum & Cohen 
Education Center to 
profile his father’s 
service as a Ritchie 
Boy, an interrogator 
of prisoners of war 
in WWII. The story 
of the Ritchie Boys 
is fascinating. If you 
have not heard of 
them, you will learn 
a great deal; if you 

already know about the amazing Ritchie 
Boys, you will learn even more. 

Jeff Kraus practiced law in Chicago 
for 40 years, before retiring and moving 
to Sarasota, Florida. Both of Jeff’s par-
ents were born and raised in Germany 
and each immigrated to America after 
experiencing years of Nazi persecution 
while they were children and young 
adults. Jeff is passionate about shar-
ing their stories of how they endured, 
escaped and prevailed over persecu-
tion. Jeff is on the Speaker’s Bureau 
Committee of the League of Women 
Voters’ Sarasota chapter, is involved 
with the Jewish Federation of Saraso-
ta-Manatee’s Holocaust Education Ini-
tiative and is co-chair of its Generations  
After Committee.

Wednesday, Dec. 9
On Dec. 9, 2 p.m., 
at the Holocaust 
Museum & Cohen 
Education Center, 
author and editor 
Ruth Wade will dis-
cuss a collection of 
16 2G stories in a 
book that she edited: 
“The Ones Who 
Remember: Second 
Generation Voices of 
the Holocaust.”

About Gen-
Shoah SWFL
GenShoah SWFL 
is an affinity group of the Holocaust 
Museum & Cohen Education Center and 
is for children and descendants of Holo-
caust survivors and others interested in: 

• Promotion of Holocaust education 
and human rights

• Preservation of the history and 
memories of the Holocaust

• Connection of descendants of the 
Holocaust with one another 

•	Support of the Holo-
caust Museum & Education 
Center of Southwest Florida

For more informa-
tion about this group or 
to receive the newsletter 
that contains a list of all 
the programs for the sea-

son, e-mail genshoahswfl@hmcec.org. 
All of the above programs are offered 
to the community at no cost, as is the 
GenShoah newsletter. 

GENERATIONS OF THE SHOAH SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
genshoah@hmcec.org

Ida Margolis and Shelley Leib

MAHJONG

Jewish Federation
 Lee & Charlotte Counties

10:00 A.M. ~ 12:30 P.M.10:00 A.M. ~ 12:30 P.M.
Every ThursdayEvery Thursday

Questions?
gbgm1027@comcast.net 
Gail Margolis

(Closed on Holidays)   
FOR BEGINNERS

Jewish Federation | 9701 Commerce Center Court | Fort Myers

Beginner

Programs worth coming for
Fit some meaningful events into your schedule

By Ida Margolis and Shelley Lieb

Ruth Wade

Jeff Kraus

Stay in touch throughout  
the month. Sign up for the 

Federation’s e-blasts.
Get the latest information on 
upcoming community events 
and cultural activities, breaking 
news items, updates from  
Israel and lots more.

Send an email to 
debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org.

of Lee & Charlo�e Counties

of Lee & Charlo�e Counties
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CHAVURAT SHALOM OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA
chavuratshalom@gmail.com

November is a quiet month for 
Jewish festivals. So, what does 
November offer Jews? It offers 

us the respite from those September 
and October holidays that took up so 
much of our time, energy and focus. 

November places us in the middle 
of the Book of Genesis in the Torah 
with all our patriarch and matriarch 
ancestors. Genesis is all about human 
relationships and dysfunctional fam-
ilies. Human nature has remained the 
same down through the centuries!

Election day
November may not have Jewish festi-
vals, but it is an important month for all  
of us. Election Day is Tuesday, Nov. 3. 
It is vital that all eligible individuals 
exercise the privilege of voting; our 
democracy depends on it. 

Kristallnacht  
remembrance
Kristallnacht (Night Of Broken Glass, 
1938) remembrance is Nov. 9. It fore-
told what the Nazis had planned and 
intended implementing with the loss 
of more than 6 million Jews before the 
end of World War II. 

Veterans Day
Veterans Day is November 11. We must 
remember all the men and women who 
served the U.S. in the military during all 
its wars near and far. Chavurat Shalom 
has several members who are veterans 
that we thank for their service to the 
United States.

Veterans Day is not to be confused 
with Memorial Day. Memorial Day 
(the fourth Monday in May) honors 
American service members who died 
in service to their country, while Vet-
erans Day pays tribute to all American 
veterans — living or dead — but espe-
cially gives thanks to living veterans 
who served their country honorably 
during war or peacetime. 

In November 1918, during World 
War I — at the 11th hour of the 11th 
day of the 11th month of that year — 
an armistice, or temporary cessation of 
hostilities, was declared between the 
Allied nations and Germany. Commem-
orated the following year as Armistice 
Day in many countries, Nov. 11 became 
a federal holiday in the United States 
in 1938. In the aftermath of World War 
II and the Korean War, Armistice Day 
became known as Veterans Day.

America's war effort during World 
War II saw the greatest mobilization of 
the U.S. Army, Navy and Air Force in 
the nation’s history (more than 16 mil-
lion people); 5 million in World War 
I and some 5.7 million served in the 
Korean War.

In 1954, after lobbying efforts by 
veterans’ service organizations, the 83rd 
U.S. Congress amended the 1938 act 
that had made Armistice Day a holi-
day, striking the word “Armistice” in 
favor of “Veterans.” President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower signed the legislation 
on June 1, 1954. From then on, Nov. 11 
became a day to honor American veter-
ans of all wars.

In contrast, Israel holds its official 
day of remembrance for fallen soldiers 
in April or May on the fourth day of the 
month of Iyar. It is called Yom HaZikaron. 
It includes a two-minute siren at 11 a.m. 
during which everyone stops what they 
are doing. Public and private memorial 
services are held throughout the country.

Thanksgiving Day
Thursday, November 26 is Thanksgiving, 
a day to share with family and friends 
and to acknowledge all things big and 

small that we appreciate and make our 
lives a blessing.

Recurring programs
Chavurat Shalom holds Friday night 
Shabbat services every week throughout 
the year at 7:30 p.m. Eastern time. Ser-
vices are led by volunteers, with English 
readings, original readings and poetry, 
Hebrew and English singing, and Torah 
reading with commentary by a thought-
ful member. 

On the first Tuesday of the month, we 
enjoy our informal “schmooze” session 
at 7:30 p.m. “Torah Talk,” where we 
study the Parsha of the week together, 
is the second Tuesday of the month at 
7:30 p.m. Jewish Current Events is the 
third Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m. 
The fourth Tuesday is set aside for the 
lecture and discussion which takes place 
at 7:30 p.m. (All times are Eastern time.)

All Chavurat Shalom activities are 
held via Zoom, with in-person gather-
ings planned occasionally. All are wel-
come to attend our activities. For further 
information and to obtain the schedules, 
email chavuratshalom@gmail.com or 
check out our website: chavuratshalo-
mofswflorida.org. 

Finding meaning in November
By Cheryl Fulmer and Marcia Rudin

Donor-Advised Fund
Incentive Program

topjewishfoundation.org
(813)961-9090
info@topjewishfoundation.org

*Program is 9/1/26-12/31/26 or until matching funds are depleted.
See website for complete details.

Open a new 
Donor-Advised Fund (DAF) 

with an initial contribution of $10,000 or
more and receive a $1,000 incentive bonus

into your DAF*

Be a CatalystBe a Catalyst
for Giving.for Giving.

Be a Catalyst
for Giving.

JEWISH ALIGNED
INVESTMENTS

Pro-Israel, anti-terror
investment strategy

$1,000
BONUS

PERSONALIZED
PHILANTHROPIC GUIDANCE
Customized giving plans aligned

with your charitable goals

TRUSTED PHILANTHROPIC
PARTNER

Trusted steward for 45 years of $130+
million in charitable assets, professionally

managed by Goldman Sachs

WHY DONORS CHOOSE 
TOP JEWISH FOUNDATION

TOP Jewish Foundation is the
Jewish community foundation

serving West Coast and Central
Florida. 

ORGANIZATIONS
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HADASSAH Collier/Lee Chapter
(732) 539-4011

On Oct. 7, 2023, Israel 
experienced one of the 
darkest days in its his-

tory. In that moment of trag-
edy, Hadassah did what it has 
done for more than a century —  
it responded. 

At Hadassah’s hospitals 
in Jerusalem, doctors, nurses 
and medical teams treated the 
wounded and cared for soldiers 
and civilians affected by the war. Hadas-
sah expanded rehabilitation services at 
the Gandel Rehabilitation Center, help-
ing the injured begin the long journey 
toward recovery and independence, but 
Hadassah’s response did not stop at the 
hospital door. 

Here in the United States, Hadassah 
members raised critical funds, advocated 
for Israel and the hostages, and spoke out 
against the alarming rise in antisemitism. 
Through the End the Silence campaign, 
Hadassah also demanded recognition and 
accountability for the sexual violence 
committed against women during the 
Oct. 7 attacks. 

For more than 100 years, Hadassah 
has stood with Israel — not only during 

times of celebration, but 
especially during times of 
crisis. Oct. 7 reminded us 
why Hadassah matters. 

We heal. We advocate. 
We educate. We stand 
together. 

As Hadassah women, 
we have the opportunity 
— and the responsibility 
— to continue that work, 

ensuring that Israel and the Jewish peo-
ple know they are never standing alone. 

Looking ahead 
Be sure to mark your calendars for these 
upcoming programs and events. 

Monday, Nov. 16
Legacy and Laughter – Join us for 

a presentation by a planned giving and 
estates speaker, along with a luncheon 
and delightful magic show. 

Sunday, Dec. 13
Chapter recognition of 2026 donors –  

The entire chapter is invited to a Naples 
country club. 

Wednesday, Jan. 13, 2027
Installation of Board Members 

Shelley Einhorn 

Oriana Heligman, your Fort Myers travel advisor, in Kyoto

The best trips don’t
happen by accident.
From the hotel you’ll talk about for years to an itinerary that unfolds
effortlessly, let’s take planning off your plate.

“Oriana exceeded expectations. She is the benchmark.”
T O N Y  M . ,  C L I E N T

Where will you be this spring?

S T A R T  T H E  C O N V E R S A T I O N

Oriana.Heligman@fora.travel
HouseofAtlasTravel.com

A N  I N D E P E N D E N T  A F F I L I A T E  O F  F O R A
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Standing with Israel
By Shelley Einhorn, President Collier/Lee Chapter of Hadassah

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY  
OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA (833) 547-7935

Marina Berkovich

We showcase local 
Jewish history films 
during our annual 

festivals to educate the present 
community about how it came 
about and whose ideals and 
leadership are the fundamental 
source and vision of local Jew-
ish communal strength. Where 
does our Jewish strength forge? 
From our strong leaders in the 
Torah and in real life.

Learning from our leaders
Growing up in the Soviet Union, I was 
taught to hate Israel. Soviet newscasters 
hissed Golda Meir’s name with venom 
during the nearly nightly anti-Israel 
“news” from 1967 through the end of 
her term as Prime Minister in 1974, using 
the same anti-Israel vocabulary this gen-
eration’s Jewish children are exposed to 
now. Back then, Jewish children of the 
USSR were systematically harassed, bul-
lied, beaten at school and in the streets, 
just as those in the intolerant corners of 
the U.S. in the 1960s. Yet, somehow, 
knowing that Jewish people have a State, 
was already inspiring so many of us for 
our next moves.

Golda defied terrorists, jihadists and 
historical revisionism because she under-
stood and respected the history of the 
land she was briefly placed in charge of. 
She, a Jewish-American woman born in 
Kiev, Russia, continued to make Israel 
strong and impacted every Jew every-
where. As Israel’s first and only female 
Prime Minister, Golda is a guiding light 
for every Jewish woman since, whether 
or not we agree with the entirety of her 
legacy — and for men as well. We will 
have a special presentation about her 
impact later this year.

Remembering our  
local pioneers
Join us Nov. 5, 2 p.m. (note date 

change) for the first day 
of the “Annual Local Jew-
ish History Film Festival” 
(LJHFF). Naples’ unique 
historian Dr. Lois Bolin 
will enlighten the audience 
about the Naples’ mayors of 
the past, and then we will 
screen Southwest Florida 
Jewish Pioneers documen-
tary, “Bill Barnett – Mayor 
With a Heart.”

Passing it on
When Nina, a 6-year-old girl who is 
the same age Golda Meir was when she 
moved to the U.S., heard the pilot’s calls 
for help onboard FlyDubai last month, 
Nina alerted adults. Perhaps she, too, 
will have an important role in history. Or 
just grow up to preserve and pass down 
Jewish traditions and love for Israel to 
the next generations, like the heroines of 
our Day 2 and 3 films, Judith Friedland 
and Florence Hertzman.

Whatever your personal knowledge 
or involvement with the local Jewish 
community, we encourage you to attend 
our events to learn more about our local 
Jewish experience or reinforce what you 
already know, and to join the pieces of 
our shared history more cohesively.

We appreciate your continuing sup-
port of our mission throughout the year. 
Sign up for our mailing list at jhsswf.
org. Our telephone number is 833-347-
7935 (833-JHS-SWFL). Kindly direct all 
correspondence, including contributions 
and renewals to: The Jewish Historical 
Society of Southwest Florida, P.O. Box 
#10075, Naples, Florida 34101. 

The Jewish Historical Society of 
Southwest Florida is a section 501(c)
(3) charitable organization. Contribu-
tions are deductible to the fullest extent 
allowed by law. 

The strength of our 
Jewish story
By Marina Berkovich, JHSSWF President

Fall 2026 Contest
My Jewish family in 20th century Charlotte/Hendry/ 

Lee County

Who – This contest is open to the general public. 
When – The submission window is Nov. 1 through Dec. 31. 

How – Submit a 1,000-word typed essay to JHSSWF.  
Students in grades K-12 can submit a 200-word essay to  

receive automatic special mention in local Jewish publications. 
Parental assistance is welcome.

Prizes and awards 
• 1st Prize – A documentary short about your family and County. 

• 2nd Prize – Your family history featured on the Jewish  
Historical Society of Southwest Florida website. 

• 3rd Prize – An opportunity to speak about your family  
at a local community gathering.
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Need to have the L’CHAYIM newspaper 
forwarded to your southern home?

Let us know! 
Stay up-to-date on Jewish news 

and never miss an edition!

Contact
Brigarcia@jfedlcc.org 

or 
Call (239) 481-4449 ext. 3

STEPHEN G HERTZ RELIGIOUS SCHOOL AT 
TEMPLE BETH SHALOM

Cape Coral
www.templebethshalomcc.org • 239-772-4555

Our school year started on a high 
note! Because September is a 
busy month on the Jewish cal-

endar, our students dove right into the 
season. They explored the holidays 
through storytelling, crafted Rosh 
Hashanah gifts, and created a "Tree of 
Life" featuring their personal goals for 
the new year. They also learned new 
songs and completed beautiful, mean-
ingful art projects.

This year, our students also launched 
an ongoing mitzvah project. Each month, 
a different student or teacher will intro-
duce a new way to support our commu-
nity. For September, we collected toys 
and school supplies for children living 
in a local women's shelter. In October, 
one of our older students will lead a 
donation drive for the animal shelter.

Our school remains deeply con-
nected to our temple community. 

This fall, all of our students 
attended and participated in 
High Holiday Services. They 
also made decorations for the 
Sukkah, helped decorate it 
and enjoyed a snack inside. 
To wrap up the holiday sea-
son, they marched with the 
Torah on Simchat Torah and 
attended Shabbat Services.

Cantor Barry Butensky and 
our dedicated teachers love 
working with the children, 
ensuring every school day is 
engaging, meaningful and filled 
with exciting projects. Classes 
meet every Wednesday from 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. We always 
welcome new families! 

Children at 2026 Kol Nidre Service
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TEMPLE BETH EL RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
Fort Myers

Allison Fego, Religious School Coordinator

We are thrilled to share that 
our Religious School con-
tinues to grow! This year, 

we are excited to welcome eight new 
students, ranging from Pre-K through 
middle school, to our school commu-
nity, bringing our enrollment to more 

than 50 students. With that growth has 
come the wonderful opportunity to add 
additional classes and continue creating 
meaningful learning experiences for all 
of our students.

It has certainly been a busy month 
as we wrapped up our High Holiday 

season and settle into another 
exciting year of learning, cel-
ebrating and building commu-
nity together.

We also kicked off our 
community service projects 
with a visit to Gladiolus Food 
Pantry. Our students and fam-
ilies worked together sorting 
and organizing food and other 
non-perishable items, check-
ing expiration dates and pack-
aging products to help support 
families in our community. 
It was a wonderful hands-on 
opportunity for our students to 
put the Jewish value of tikkun 

olam (repairing the world) into action.
And we’re just getting started! We are 

already looking forward to our next com-
munity service project at Eva’s Closet, 
where our students and families will 
have another opportunity to give back 
and make a difference.

As our Religious School continues 
to grow, so do the opportunities for our 
students to learn, connect, serve and 
discover what it means to be an active 
part of both our Jewish community and 
the community around us. We are so 
proud of the enthusiasm our families 
have brought to this new year and can’t 
wait to see what we accomplish together 
in the months ahead. 

WHY ANAGO IS THE SUPERIOR CHOICE FOR COMMERCIAL CLEANING!®

• Ranked #1 in Janitorial • Available 24/7 • Competitive Pricing • Two-Hour Response Guarantee
• Consistent & Dependable • Green Cleaning Experts • Total Satisfaction Guarantee • Fully Insured and Bonded

With more than 30 years in the commercial cleaning franchising industry,  
Anago has helped pioneer this sector by developing standards and practices 

that others replicate. 

Our franchisees provide Scheduled Cleaning, Carpet Cleaning, Ceramic, Tile and Grout Cleaning, Day  
Porters, Emergency Cleanup, Exposed Surfaces Disinfection, Hard Surface Floor Care, Restrooms, Special 
Event Cleanup, Spring Cleaning, Window Washing and much more.

YOUR CLEANING NINJAS
Our efficient and stealthy  

cleaning franchisees get the job  
done without any disruption  
to the flow of your business.

A VISIBLE DIFFERENCE
Our franchise owners use 

systematic methods to create a visible 
difference in the cleanliness  

of your workspace.

BEST SERVICE AND PRICE
One of our primary goals is to  

provide clients with the absolute  
best service in the industry,  

at a competitive price.

CONSISTENT RESULTS
By paying attention to the details, 

high touch spots and areas of concern, 
clients get an exceptional and  

consistent clean every time.

BIG OR SMALL…

WE CLEAN THEM ALL®

239-206-2520
anagoswfl.com

WITH ANAGO YOU GET:
• A partner with a 98% retention rate

• Calendaring system ensures all tasks are completed as scheduled
• Inspection/survey process ensures compliance to your specs

• Microfiber tools to remove more dirt
• EPA registered disinfectants for virus and bacteria removal

• Dedicated client services rep to assist with your needs

SERVING  COLLIER,  LEE,  CHARLOTTE,
SARASOTA  &  MANATEE  COUNTIES

Religious School families helping at Gladiolus Food Pantry

Religious School students singing during Neilah Service on Yom Kippur

Sign up for the Federation’s weekly e-blasts. Send an email to debbiesanford@jfedlcc.org.
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Reach nearly 4,000 local Jewish  
households through L’CHAYIM.  

For more information or to  
place an ad, contact Bryana  

at 239.481.4449 x3 or  
Brigarcia@jfedLCC.org.

There is something special about 
experiencing the Jewish holidays 
through the eyes of children.

Over the past several weeks, our com-
munity moved through some of the most 
meaningful days on the Jewish calendar: 

from the sweetness and hope of Rosh 
Hashanah, through the reflection of Yom 
Kippur, and into the joy of Sukkot. For 
our children, these holidays were not 
simply dates on a calendar or stories 
in a book. They were opportunities to 

experience Judaism with all their senses 
— to sing, create, play, learn and cele-
brate together.

During both days of Rosh Hashanah 
and on Yom Kippur, we offered chil-
dren’s holiday programming designed 
to give our youngest community mem-
bers meaningful, age-appropriate ways 
to connect with the holidays. Through 
prayer, stories, activities, conversations 
and games, they explored ideas that can 
sometimes feel very big — even to adults 
— in ways that were relevant and acces-
sible to them.

Then came Sukkot, a holiday that 
naturally invites us to learn by doing. 
Our children created decorations for the 
sukkah, made holiday-themed art, and 
had the opportunity to hold and shake 
the lulav and etrog. There is something 
powerful about watching a child encoun-
ter a Jewish tradition not only by hearing 
about it, but by actually doing it.

We were also fortunate to welcome 
a group of Israeli high school students 
who brought another wonderful hands-on 
experience to our Religious School. 

They led our students through an IDF-
themed program in which the children 
were divided into four groups repre-
senting Golani, Nahal, the Israeli Air 
Force, and the Israeli Navy. Each group 
had its own "commander" and flag and 
rotated through a variety of stations. The 
children colored unit symbols, created 
military ranks, participated in fun “train-
ing” activities, and even learned some 
Hebrew words along the way.

The smiles, energy and enthusiasm 
said it all.

These experiences remind us that 
Jewish education happens in so many 
ways. It happens through prayer and 
study, but also through art, music, move-
ment, laughter, relationships and shared 
experiences. When our children shake a 
lulav, sing a Hebrew song, create some-
thing with their hands or spend time with 
young Israelis, Judaism becomes more 
than something we teach them.

It becomes something they experi-
ence, something they connect to and 
ultimately, something that belongs  
to them. 

TEMPLE JUDEA RELIGIOUS SCHOOL
Fort Myers

Tehila Cherubino, Director of Education 

Swing into the Great American Songbook

The music of Duke Ellington, Louis Armstrong, 
Ella Fitzgerald, Count Basie and more

January 28–30, 2027  |  7:30 PM
Fort Myers • Cape Coral

Conducted by Maestro Christopher Confessore

Tickets & Information: FMPhil.org 
Tickets starting at $45   

Music. Theater. Dance.
A Deal with the Devil.

November 9–14  |  7:30 PM
Punta Gorda • Bonita • Fort Myers • Cape Coral • Sanibel

Conducted by Maestro Paul Nadler  Directed by Sonya McCarter

THE
SOLDIER’S TALE

All That Jazz

FOCUS ON YOUTH

 IDF themed activity

Sukkot B'Kef
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Our dynamic, hands-on program

inspires children to learn, grow, and

connect through meaningful Jewish

experiences in a warm and welcoming

community.

 ▸ �e�rew �eading & Prayers

 ▸ Jewish �alues, 
raditions & Mitzvot

 ▸ �srael & �ionism

 ▸ �olidays & �ha��at �xperiences

 ▸ Bar/Bat Mitzvah Program

 ▸ �ha��at B’Kef

 ▸ �ittle �earners program

Temple Judea
Religious School 

Where the richness and beauty of Jewish
tradition come alive!

Forum

✉ Email: tehila@tjswfl.org  �� www.tjswfl.org/religious-school  ☎ 239-237-2006  

October was a month filled with 
fun and celebrations at Roots 
& Wings Preschool!

The children had a wonderful time 
celebrating Sukkot with their friends. 
Each class created special decorations 
to brighten our sukkah, and the children 
loved seeing their artwork become part 
of the celebration. Our Pre-K friends 

made colorful paper chains and painted 
beautiful fruit to hang in the sukkah. All 
of the classes enjoyed a special story 
time, followed by one of everyone’s 
favorite traditions: pizza day under the 
sukkah! It was a wonderful way to come 
together and celebrate as a school fam-
ily while bringing the High Holiday 
season to a close.

We also had a fantastic 
time at our Touch-a-Truck 
event on Oct. 25! The chil-
dren and families had a 
chance to get up close to 
some exciting vehicles 
and enjoy a fun after-
noon together. Thank you 
to everyone who helped 
make this special commu-
nity event possible!

Another highlight was 
our very special “Chal-
lah”ween Shabbat! The 
children arrived in their 
favorite costumes and 
started the day with a 
fun costume parade. We 
then gathered together for 
Shabbat with Rabbi before 
heading out on our spe-
cial Treat Trail. Families 
created wonderfully dec-
orated booths and waited 
along the trail to greet the 

children and hand out special goodies. 
It was such a fun and memorable way 
to celebrate together!

November brings one of our most 
beloved preschool traditions: the Pre-K 
Thanksgiving Play. This tradition has 
been part of Roots & Wings Preschool 
for decades. Our Pre-K children will per-
form for their families and share what 
they are thankful for. We can't wait to 
see their special performance!

We will also gather together in the 
social hall for a special Thanksgiving 
lunch with all of our classes. We will 
invite families to gather together to cook 
for the school. The children, their fami-
lies and staff will share a meal together 
and enjoy some delicious pie for dessert.

We are so thankful for our wonderful 
preschool families and the joyful com-
munity we share. Happy November from 
all of us at Roots & Wings Preschool! 

ROOTS & WINGS PRESCHOOL  
AT TEMPLE JUDEA

Suki Kelly, Preschool Director
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Discover more 
to see & do at 

Margaritaville!

251 Crescent St. | Fort Myers Beach, FL 33931
239-899-4001 • FUNonFMB.com

Thanksgiving Day
IN PARADISE

FINE DINING
Celebrate Thanksgiving at JWB Grill with an 

elevated take on classic holiday dishes, all 
served in an elegant gulf front setting.

License to Chill Bar and Grill
Monday-Friday | 1pm - 5pm

JWB Grill 
Sunday-Thursday | 4PM - Close

Lah De Dah Beach Bar
Daily | 8pm-11pm

- NFL & College Football -

EVERY GAME. EVERY WEEK.
Catch all the action, along with 

game day food and drink specials!

TOUCHDOWN!

HAPPY HOURS

Relax and enjoy a laid-back Thanksgiving feast, 
featuring all the traditional favorites with some 

fun tropical twists.

BUFFET STYLE

ADULTS: $65  |  AGES 6-12: $24
Reservations Required 

Visit: qrco.de/tgbuffet

Reservations Recommended
Visit: qrco.de/thanksjwb

Catch live music across three different 
venues DAILY! 

LIVE MUSIC

It is interesting that 
Thanksgiving always 
falls on a Thursday, and 

we all know there are his-
torical reasons for that.

A few years ago, one of 
my colleagues brought an 
interesting fact about this 
holiday to my attention. It 
may not have been inten-
tional, but we can learn a 
profound message from it.

If Thanksgiving fell on 
a Friday, Muslims couldn’t celebrate 
it because Friday is their sacred day. 
If it fell on a Sunday, many Christians 
and Catholics couldn’t celebrate; and if 
it fell on a Saturday, it would be chal-
lenging to celebrate Thanksgiving on 
Shabbat. So, maybe Thursday is more 

than a coincidence; it’s a call to 
be universally thankful and to 
recognize our equality as human 
beings beyond our beliefs.

Every human being needs to 
be acknowledged for what they 
do and to be thankful for what 
others do for them.Thursday is 
an interesting day in the Torah. 
The book of Bereshit (Genesis) 
tells us that on the fifth day of 
creation, the first Thursday in 
history, the birds and fish were 

created. (Maybe that’s somehow related 
to the turkey? Who knows?!)

There’s even a specific Mizmor 
(Psalm) to read on Thursdays: Psalm 
81, which says, “Sing joyously to God, 
our strength.” The Talmud (Rosh HaSha-
nah 31a) connects this psalm with the 

fifth day of creation. One sage says that 
“Hashem created birds and fish to praise 
His name,” meaning there are so many 
kinds of birds and fish, in 
different colors and shapes, 
that seeing them reminds us 
how wonderful and varied 
our world is. If we can rec-
ognize the diversity not only 
among birds and fish but also 
among human beings, we will 
be amazed by God’s power. 
In turn, our thankfulness can 
flourish and inspire others.

This Thursday’s psalm contains 
another famous verse: “Tiku baḥodesh 
Shofar,” “Blow the horn, the Shofar, 
on the new moon, on the full moon, 
for our feast day.” This is the pasuk, or 
verse, that we sing and quote on Rosh 

Hashanah, the festival when we also 
remember the creation of the world. 
As Jews, we celebrate Rosh Hasha-

nah in particular by ritually 
blowing the Shofar, while 
universally declaring our 
commitment to a world cre-
ated for all humanity.

On the last Thursday 
of November, we will uni-
versally celebrate, and this 
time we will add a memory 
of the first Thursday of his-
tory, when the birds and fish 

were created under the same sky, remind-
ing us of the beauty of the manifold, the 
varied and the colorful. 

Chag Sameach!
Rabbi David Arias serves at Temple 

Judea in Fort Myers. 

 Rabbi  
     David Arias

Every 
human being 
needs to be 

acknowledged 
for what they 

do . . . 

The last and the first Thursday
By Rabbi David Arias

facebook.com/jfedsrq

ConneCt 
with your Jewish Community   

www.facebook.com/ 
JewishFederationLCC

CONNECT with your  
Jewish Community

www.facebook.com/
JewishFederationLCC

of Lee & Charlo�e CountiesLike us on Facebook!
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 Cantor
    Barry
    Butensky

Three years 
later, the dead 

of October 7 still 
demand more 

than ceremony.

CAPTURING LIFE'S MOST BEAUTIFUL
MOMENTS

Weddings • Families • Events • Portraits
 Call/Text: (786) 263-2762

 IG: @lnphotography021

Affordable Packages
Fast Turnaround

 Flexible Financing
Braces (Metal or Clear)

Call today for a complimentary consultation!

Handcra�ing generations of smiles!

Fort Myers | Estero | Naples 
        

Board Certi�ed Orthodontist
   

GulfCoastOrtho.com
239-561-2258  

Michèle Laboda, DMD and Rosalie Brao, DDS, MS

Providing orthodontic care for 
our community for over 25 years! 

 Adults | Teens | Children

Three years have passed 
since the morning of 
Oct. 7, 2023, yet the 

date still hangs over Israel and 
the Jewish world like an open 
wound that refuses to close. 

On that Simchat Torah, as 
families prepared for the hol-
iday and young people danced 
at an outdoor music festival 
near the Gaza border, Hamas 
and its allied armed groups exe-
cuted a meticulously planned 
assault that combined rocket 
barrages, paraglider incursions, sea infil-
trations, and mass ground breaches. 
In a few hours of calculated savagery, 
roughly 1,200 people were murdered, 
most of them civilians, and some 250 
others were dragged into Gaza as hos-
tages. Kibbutzim were turned into kill-
ing grounds, children and the elderly 
were slaughtered in their homes, and 
festivalgoers were hunted through  
the fields. 

It was the deadliest single day in 
Israel’s history, an attack whose delib-
erate targeting of noncombatants, doc-
umented sexual violence and public 
celebration of the dead marked it as 
something beyond ordinary warfare: a 
deliberate campaign of terror designed 
to shatter a society’s sense of safety and 
force a strategic realignment through 
pure horror. 

The assault was not spontaneous. It 
was the product of years of preparation, 
external support and a strategic decision 
by Hamas to abandon any remaining 
pretense of deterrence. Israel’s subse-
quent military campaign in Gaza sought 
to dismantle the organization’s mili-
tary capacity, recover the hostages and 
ensure that such an operation could 
never be repeated at the same scale. 

The war that followed
That war produced its own profound 
human costs: tens of thousands of Pal-
estinian deaths according to Gaza health 
authorities, the near-total devastation of 
large parts of the Strip and a human-
itarian crisis that continues even after 
major combat operations subsided. 

By early 2026, the last  
hostages, living and de- 
ceased, had finally been 
returned. A ceasefire frame-
work took hold, yet its 
deeper provisions on demil-
itarization and governance 
remain incomplete. Iran’s 
proxy network has been 
bloodied but not eliminated; 
across the world, antisemitic 
incidents that erupted in the 
attack’s immediate after-
math have settled into a new 

and uglier normal.

Three years later
Today, on the third anniver-
sary, the question is no longer 
only how to remember. It is 
how to ensure that remem-
brance produces security 
rather than ritual alone. The 
failures that made October 7 
possible — intelligence com-
placency, over-reliance on 
technology, a policy of containment that 
allowed military infrastructure to mature 
under the guise of calm and the under-
estimation of an enemy’s willingness 
to absorb losses for the sake of massa-
cre — must be corrected permanently. 

Preventing another  
October 7
Prevention rests on several concrete pil-
lars. First, intelligence and risk systems 
must treat mass-infiltration scenarios as 
catastrophic risks requiring mandatory 
mitigation, ownership and verification 
rather than probabilistic dismissal. 

Second, border communities need 
multi-layered physical defenses, 
empowered local rapid-response units, 
drones, real-time command systems and 
forces positioned close enough to arrive 
before the killing is finished. 

Third, any arrangement in Gaza must 
include enforceable, verifiable demili-
tarization: the destruction of tunnels, 
production sites and command structures, 
combined with sustained interdiction of 
smuggling routes and the exclusion of 
rejectionist armed groups from power. 

Fourth, external enablers, especially 
Iranian funding, training and weap-
ons pipelines, must be continuously 
disrupted. 

Finally, reconstruction aid and politi-
cal horizons must be conditioned on the 
explicit rejection of eliminationist ideol-
ogy and the prioritization of governance 
over “resistance” that targets civilians.

From lessons to action
These measures are already partially in 
place. The IDF has overhauled community 
defense frameworks, increased readiness 
based on enemy capabilities rather than 
assumed intentions and maintained pres-

sure against reconsti-
tution. Containment 
failed once; drifting 
back toward it would 
be a second, self-in-
flicted disaster. At the 
same time, security 
without a longer-term 
political horizon risk 
becoming endless 

management of a conflict that continues 
to radicalize new generations. 

The only durable path is one that 
pairs uncompromising military and 
intelligence standards with clear condi-
tions: no return of armed groups whose 
charter and practice celebrate the delib-
erate murder of civilians and no inter-
national legitimacy for narratives that 
excuse or romanticize that murder.

Memory and responsibility
Three years later, the dead of October 
7 still demand more than ceremony. 
They demand a society and an interna-
tional community that refuse to allow 
the ideology which produced that day 
to regenerate under any new name or 
temporary truce. Prevention is not a 
single operation or a single agreement. 
It is the disciplined, multi-year commit-
ment to intelligence that challenges its 
own assumptions, borders that cannot 
be casually breached, demilitarization 
that is enforced rather than hoped for 
and a political culture — Israeli, Pales-
tinian and global — that finally treats 
the deliberate slaughter of civilians as 
disqualifying rather than negotiable. 

Only when that standard is internal-
ized and sustained will the memory of 
October 7 cease to be a recurring warn-
ing and become, at last, a closed chapter.

Remembrance is not passive mourn-
ing. It is the disciplined commitment 
to ensure that the ideology of October 
7 finds no sanctuary, that Jewish com-
munities live without fear and that any 
future political arrangement prioritizes 
life over the cult of martyrdom. Only 
then does memory become a foundation 
for a less violent tomorrow.

Let it be God’s will . . .  
Cantor Barry Butensky serves at Tem-

ple Beth Shalom in Cape Coral. 

Remembering October 7
By Cantor Barry Butensky
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Even — and, to 
a certain extent, 

especially — 
a successful 

person can be 
dwarfed by the 

spiritual.

 Rabbi 
    Yitzchok 
    Minkowicz

Yud Tes Kislev (19 Kis-
lev) marks the date 
of the liberation of 

R. Shneur Zalman of Liadi 
from prison in Czarist Russia 
slightly more than 200 years 
ago. It is, however, more 
than a day of personal deliv-
erance. R. Shneur Zalman 
explained that he was impris-
oned because of what he stood 
for: the growing strength of  
the Chassidic movement. 

The Czarist authorities 
feared the growth of a new movement 
with which they were unfamiliar. In 
the spiritual realms, negative forces 
were aroused, for G-dliness was being 
revealed in a manner beyond the ordi-
nary limits. On both planes, his libera-
tion marked acceptance of his approach 
and a willingness to allow it to expand 
and progress.

Why Chassidus, and  
why now?
One might ask: If chassidic thought is so 
important, why was it revealed so late in 
the world’s spiritual history? The Torah 

was given over 3,000 years 
ago. The Talmud was written 
over 1,500 years ago. If our 
people could have existed so 
many years without the teach-
ings of Chassidus, why was it 
so necessary to reveal them in 
the present age?

The challenge  
of progress
Two answers are given to this 
question. The first focuses on 
the spiritual challenges facing 

mankind. As the industrial, and then 
the intelligence, revolution proceeded, 
man began to feel his own strength. I 
can achieve! Look at what we have 
accomplished. Instead of the compla-
cent, accepting attitude that prevailed 
in previous eras, we have changed the 
face of the world. 

In earlier ages, man felt dwarfed 
by the huge world around him and this 
opened him up to accept the spiritual 
as a higher authority. But as he began 
to achieve success in overcoming his 
environment, his attitude was expressed 
by the Biblical verse, “It is my strength 

and my power that brought me this pros-
perity.” The spiritual became secondary 
as man became impressed with what 
he can do.

The intent is not that progress is 
bad and that we should remain in a 
primitive environment 
at the mercy of nature. 
Quite the contrary is 
true. The power and 
the desire to accom-
plish are G-dly gifts, 
granted to be used. 
However, as they are 
used and progress is 
achieved, we become 
near-sighted and put 
too great an emphasis 
on the material world 
around us.

Even — and, to a certain extent, 
especially — a successful person can 
be dwarfed by the spiritual. For no 
matter how great his achievements are, 
they are limited. G-d, by contrast, is 
infinite. Moreover, that infinite poten-
tial is vested within our own beings, 
for each one of us possesses a soul that 
is an actual part of G-d.

Awakening to the spiritual
Achieving this awareness, however, is 
not easy. It requires us to go beyond 
our ordinary perception of reality and 
focus on the spiritual. To facilitate this 
change of approach G-d revealed the 

teachings of Chassidus. 
These teachings grant us 
awareness of the manifold 
levels of spiritual exis-
tence that transcend our 
consciousness, the G-dly 
nature of the soul, the true 
infinity of G-d, the mystic 
power of the Torah and  
its mitzvos and many  
similar concepts. 

In the previous eras, 
it was not necessary to 

reveal these teachings because the 
world was inherently sensitive to the 
spiritual. In recent generations, as 
the spiritual sensitivity of the world 
descended, the revelation of these 
truths became necessary to empower 
us to appreciate G-dly truth.

Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz serves  
at Chabad Lubavitch of Southwest  
Florida. 

Yud Tes Kislev
A New Year for Jewish mysticism

By Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz

PLEASE SUPPORT THE ADVERTISERS WHO SUPPORT OUR FEDERATION AND HELP MAKE L’CHAYIM POSSIBLE
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 Rabbi 
    Nicole Luna

Revelation of 
Torah never 

ceases.

Every Wednesday, con-
gregants and guests 
gather in the Temple 

Beth El library to explore 
the siddur, the Jewish prayer 
book. This is not a worship 
service, but an adult education 
class to learn the history of 
the prayers, read and exam-
ine the translation, debate the 
theology expressed and gain 
a deeper appreciation of our 
Hebrew prayers. Recently, 
we looked at the blessing after the  
Torah reading. 

We recite, “Blessed are you God, 
who gave us the Torah of truth.” In 
Hebrew, this is in the past tense. God 
gave us the Torah, on Mount Sinai, to 
Moses and all Israelites and all Jews who 

were and would be. This is the 
grand moment as described in 
Exodus with thunder, lighting 
and Moses up on the mountain 
for forty days and nights. The 
blessing continues, “[God] 
implanted eternal life in us. 
Blessed are you God who 
gives the Torah.” 

Rabbi Arthur Green 
explains a Hasidic teach-
ing about the Torah blessing 
that each of us must take the 

“chayei olam,” the “eternal life,” within 
us to read Torah in a way that speaks 
to our life now. Then Torah becomes a 
Torat emet, a Torah of truth. And then, 
only then, can we say, “Blessed are you 
God, who gives the Torah,” right now, 
in the present moment. 

That is how we move from blessing 
God who gave us Torah, natan Torah, to 
blessing God who gives us Torah, notein 
Torah. Torah is not only something that 
God only gave once on Mount Sinai; God 
gives us the Torah anew, 
each time we read it. 

In Reform Judaism, 
we call this continuous 
revelation. Revelation of 
Torah never ceases. The 
1937 platform of Reform 
Judaism states that “reve-
lation is a continuous process” and that 
“the Torah remains the dynamic source of 
the life of Israel.” If you ever wondered 
what it was like to be on Mount Sinai, 
to experience the wonder of receiving 
Torah from God, all you have to do is 
come to Torah study. 

Every time we study Torah, we 
receive new insights. The meaning of 
Torah does not come from reading and 
then, “poof,”  knowing the text. The 
meaning of Torah comes from the inter-

action of a text with the 
people reading and inter-
preting it. Revelation hap-
pens over and over again 
when we ask questions, 
when we seek out the 
meaning of the text and 
make it ours.

May we experience the abundance 
of wisdom and guidance throughout our 
days — Torah continually revealing her-
self to us. 

Rabbi Nicole Luna serves at Temple 
Beth El in Fort Myers. 

Torah, revealed again and again
By Rabbi Nicole Luna

Stay connected all month long at  
www.JewishFederationLCC.org.

We provide full 
service estate clean 

outs, organizing, and 
home preparation. 

From junk removal to 
repairs, we offer fast 

turnaround, 
transparent pricing, 

and a strong 
commitment to 
donations and 

recycling. Our family 
is here to ease the 

stress and help you 
every step of the 

way.

863.673.4154  
contact@eesfl.us

Compassionate Clean Outs.
Market Ready Results.

Remember that we suffered
By Rabbi Sunny Schnitzer

 Rabbi 
    Sunny 
    Schnitzer

Last month I was leaving 
the parking lot of Gulf 
Coast Hospital in my 

convertible when two young 
women wearing the hijab, 
driving up Metro Parkway, 
slowed down and pointed at 
me. They said a few words to 
each other and then sped off. 
Feeling a bit self-conscious — 
did they simply like my sports 
car? — I realized that I was 
wearing my kippah.

Rarely had I given the 
slightest thought to wearing my kip-
pah in public, but now I found myself 
wondering if it was safe to 
do so driving the roads of 
Southwest Florida. I began 
to remove it, but then 
pushed it firmly back into 
place, thinking, “darned if 
I will let the antisemitism 
of this moment dictate my 
actions as a Jew.” Ok, I used 
a stronger explicative than 
“darned,” but sadly I realized that gen-
erations upon generations of trauma, 
persecution and violence held an iron 
grip on my psyche.

Carrying trauma
We Jews are a people who carry trauma 
deep within our bones. One could say 
it begins with our ancestor Yitzchak 
who carried the burden of being bound 
for sacrifice on Mount Moriah for the 
remainder of his days, or with the Jewish 
parents who had to watch helplessly as 
their children were drowned in the Nile, 
or the old and the weak who died by the 
sword of Amalek.

A history of suffering
This month of November brings with 

it more commemoration of 
Jewish suffering: Kristall-
nacht — the Night of Broken 
Glass — the beginning of the 
destruction of 20th century 
European Jewry. Last month, 
the anniversary of the massa-
cres of Oct. 7, 2023, opened 
wounds that are still too fresh 
to heal: the martyrologies of 
Yom Kippur and Yizkor. 

So many days of loss pop-
ulate our Hebrew calendar that 
it sometimes seems that the 

Jewish people are fixated upon remem-
bering that we suffered.

Then, I  remembered  
a song:

Now it's time to celebrate, 
grab a drink and fix a plate

But, before you feel too 
great, remember that we 
suffered

Nights like these are filled 
with glee, noshing, dancing, 
singing, whee!

But we sing in a minor key, to remem-
ber that we suffered.

Finding humor in  
the darkness
The song, hilariously delivered at a fic-
titious Bat Mitzvah by national treasure 
Tova Feldshuh and the cast of the TV 
show, “Crazy Ex-Girlfriend,” pokes fun 
while highlighting the Jewish talent for 
finding humor within even the darkest 
moments of our history. It might explain 
why so many Jews are comedy icons in 
almost every country. From Mel Brooks 
in America to Max Ehrlich in Weimar, 
Germany, to Volodymyr Zelensky, the 
modern-day president of Ukraine, Jewish 
humor in the face of danger has sustained 
us and brought us laughter and light.

So, if your spirits are dampened by 
current events, seek out the humor in 
every moment. Because humor is the 
antidote to fear and the weapon we need 
to strengthen us to continue the struggle 
against tyranny. 

As our teacher Rabbi Nachman of 
Bratslav taught us, "it is a great mitzvah 

to be in happiness always. Joy breaks 
the constricted consciousness that fear 
creates.”

Rabbi Sunny Schnitzer serves Bat 
Yam Temple of the Islands. 

We Jews are 
a people who 
carry trauma 
deep within 
our bones.
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READ THE CURRENT AND RECENT ISSUES OF L’CHAYIM ONLINE AT WWW.JEWISHFEDERATIONLCC.ORG.

Enjoy our signature warm cookie at
check- in, newly renovated rooms, and
an unbeatable location just steps from
Bell Tower Shops. Soak up the sunshine
by our heated outdoor pool or savor a
meal at our on-site restaurant that offers
breakfast, lunch, dinner, and bar.

Stay Where Warm
Welcomes Await!

For more information or to book a room at an 
exclusive discount call 239-210-2470

Hospitality Sponsor

Temple Judea is busy in Novem-
ber as our friends return from 
the North. 

Tuesday, Nov. 3 6:30 p.m., “Five 
Books, Five Voices” – A new series of 
classes with Rabbi David Arias. Explore 
Torah through the eyes of our great-
est commentators with “Five Books,  
Five Voices.” 

Friday, Nov. 6, 6:30 p.m. – Musical 
Shabbat with Rabbi David Arias

Tuesday, Nov. 10, 6:30 p.m., “Five 
Books, Five Voices” – A new series of 

classes with Rabbi David Arias. Explore 
Torah through the eyes of our great-
est commentators with “Five Books,  
Five Voices.” 

Friday, Nov. 13, 5:30 p.m., Shabbat 
B’Kef! – Submit your RSVP through 
our website.

Tuesday, Nov. 17, Nashim Circle –  
Nashim Circle's events are a beauti-
ful way to come together. For addi-
tional information, call our office 
(239-433-0201) and/or register online  
(tjswfl.org).

Friday, Nov. 27, 6:30 p.m. – Thanks-
giving Shabbat and potluck dinner

Back from break
After Nov. 9, President Jan Klein will 
be available Monday mornings at Tem-
ple Judea from 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

Regular programming
Monday Minyan and Breakfast are back! 
Mondays, 9 a.m. at Temple Judea, followed 
by breakfast at Sunflower Café.

Temple Judea Religious School  
continues Sunday mornings and Tues-
day afternoons.

Temple Judea continues to accept food 
donations for the Cadkin Foundation Food 
Pantry at Jewish Federation of Lee & Char-
lotte Counties. There are collection enve-
lopes near the front door for contactless 

monetary or gift card contributions. Con-
tributions may be mailed. Please call the 
office to ensure your contribution has been 
received. 

Temple Judea is conducting in person 
services with an online Zoom option. Syn-
agogue members can use the Zoom ID 
and password as published in our weekly 
megillah. Non-local residents may contact 
the synagogue for information. 

Friday evening Shabbat services at 
6:30 p.m. Saturday morning Shabbat ser-
vices at 9:30 a.m. Kiddush luncheons are 
served every Shabbat. If you are inter-
ested in sponsoring a Kiddush, please 
contact JoAnn Lewin at jalewin2@aol.
com. We would love to see you in per-
son or via Zoom. 

TEMPLE JUDEA
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0201 • www.tjswfl.org

Temple Shalom, the center of Jew-
ish life in Charlotte County, cele-
brated Sukkot in a big way. 

Our sukkah, built by Brotherhood 
president Arnold Kanter, was deco-
rated by a large number of congregants, 

followed by a pizza party featuring, of 
course, ingredients representing the 
harvest. 

Simchat Torah, the last of the major 
observances before Chanukah, was 
marked by a Shabbat service with spe-
cial music.

Temple Shalom Port Charlotte has 
active Brotherhood and Sisterhood 
groups. Brotherhood members frequently 

visit congregants’ homes to install mezu-
zahs and say blessings. 

Social, educational and worship 
events at Temple Shalom in Port Char-
lotte, including Shabbat services held 
every Friday at 7:30 p.m., are open to all.

Temple Shalom is located at 23190 
Utica Avenue in Port Charlotte. Visit our 
website for more information: temple-
shalomfl.com. 

TEMPLE SHALOM
Charlotte Harbor & the Gulf Islands

(941) 625-2116 • www.templeshalomfl.com
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BAT YAM TEMPLE OF THE ISLANDS
Sanibel

(773) 251-8862 • www.batyam.org

The shofar being blown on the 
High Holy Days of Rosh Hasha-
nah and Yom Kippur is a plain-

tive and primitive sound, unlike any a 
human could produce. Jews look for-
ward each year to the privilege of hear-
ing the ram’s horn being blown. It was 
no different this year when Rabbi Sunny 
Schnitzer gave it his all. 

We ask ourselves what is the inten-
tion of this clarion call? Congregants 
experience their own personal messages. 
For some, it is a call to repentance; 
for others, it is a feeling of fear. “The 
gates are closing,” and we want to walk 
through those gates and be inscribed in 
the Book of Life, so we are fearful. For 
others, it is about hope and redemption. 
We imagine our Messiah and ourselves 
on the wings of eagles being carried to 
the promised land. It is a day we think 
of our parents, ancestors and other loved 
ones and they become alive again, if 

only in our hearts. The message we 
take away is that we are made aware 
of a place higher than heaven and that 
message is, “do good on earth.” 

It is no coincidence that the we meet 
late in September/early-October, under 
the sign of Libra (the balance scales). 
Both good and bad deeds are measured. 
It is also no coincidence that we meet 
right around the September equinox, 
when the sun crosses the celestial equa-
tor. This causes many to believe we are 
entering the Age of Aquarius. What they 
are talking about is a symbolic transi-
tion into a new era. We understand we 
can begin anew with a clean slate. It is 
the shofar that makes us aware we are 
to be counted, we are to be judged and 
we are inspired to do better, to be our 
best selves. 

We are a few weeks from the ache 
of the music and words of Rosh Hasha-
nah and Yom Kippur, yet the tunes reel 

across our minds, as we are driving our 
cars, cooking dinner or before falling 
asleep at night. The haunting Avinu 
Malkeinu and Un’taneh Tokef, the 
plaintiff opening prayer of Kol Nidre, 
Ashamnu, the confessional prayer on 
Yom Kippur, are our soundtracks. These 
are what launch us anew as the Jewish 
calendar unravels. 

But it is not only these tunes, it is 
the intellectual satisfaction of finding 

something new in the familiar text; it is 
being inspired by our biblical history; 
it is knowing about the Holocaust; it is 
what happened in Israel on Oct. 7; and it 
is the rampant antisemitism in the world. 

We are survivors. We show up 
on Friday night shabbats, at Sukkot, 
on Simchat Torah, for Hannukah, on 
Pesach; we come and dance and sing 
and show solidarity with other Jews. 
We are each other’s light.  

TEMPLE NEWS

The Jewish Federation thanks all our advertisers for their continued support!  
Without them we would be unable to provide our readers with L’CHAYIM. We invite  

other businesses in our community to explore this valuable advertising opportunity.
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Proudly serving the Fort Myers and Lee County communities since 1954

(239) 936-0555
1589 COLONIAL BOULEVARD

FORT MYERS, FL 33907

Funeral Home, Cemetery & Crematory

IS YOUR BUSINESS
WORTH MORE THAN
YOU THINK?
Protect and grow the value of your business by
using Living Balance Sheet. See the big picture of
your finances, both business and personal.
Maximize your opportunities and the value of your
business.

COMPLIMENTARY
BUSINESS

VALUATION 

COMPLEMENTARY
LBS DEMO ACCESS

BRIAN SIMON, ChFC, CLU
Financial Advisor
brian.simon@afgfl.com
(239) 246-8928 

Registered Representative and Financial Advisor of Park Avenue Securities LLC (PAS).
Securities products and advisory services offered through PAS, member FINRA, SIPC.
Financial Representative of The Guardian Life Insurance Company of America
(Guardian), New York, NY. PAS is an indirect, wholly-owned subsidiary of Guardian.
Alliance Financial Group is not an affiliate or subsidiary of PAS or Guardian. The Living
Balance Sheet® and The Living Balance Sheet® Logo are registered service marks of The
Guardian Life Insurance Company of America® (Guardian), New York, NY. Copyright
2005-2024 Guardian. CA Insurance License #0G10296. 7290473.1 Exp. 11/26

TEMPLE BETH EL
Fort Myers

(239) 433-0018 • www.templebethel.com

Walk into Temple Beth El on 
almost any day of the week 
and chances are something is 

happening. There may be a Mah Jongg 
game underway, a class with Rabbi Luna, 
a committee meeting around a table, 
someone stopping into the Judaica Shop, 
or people arriving for Shabbat. Some 
faces are familiar and some are brand 
new. That’s just how we like it!

Women’s Simcha Circle 
Recently, our Women’s Simcha Circle 
gathered for a Postcard Palooza, writing 
get-out-the-vote postcards to voters in 
Texas. There was plenty of conversa-
tion around the tables, and by the end, 
a whole stack of postcards was ready 
for the mail.

With Election Day coming up on 
Tuesday, Nov. 3, please vote!

Social action and  
community gatherings
November gives us plenty more reasons 
to get together.

Groovin’ with Julie – If you’ve been 
meaning to try Groovin’ with Julie, this 

might be your month. Julie gets every-
one moving, laughing and having a good 
time — no dance experience required. 
November sessions are Tuesday, Nov. 
3, 6 p.m., and Sunday, Nov. 15, 2 p.m.

Stop the Bleed – There are some 
more serious things on our calendar, too. 
Stop the Bleed is Wednesday, Nov. 4, 
5 p.m. It’s practical, hands-on training 
that we hope you’ll never need, but it’s 
important to know.

Mazel tov to the Schiff family! Noah 
Schiff will be called to the Bimah as a 
Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, Nov. 7. Con-
gratulations on this wonderful Jewish 
milestone.

Cemetery Committee – On Sunday, 
Nov. 8, 1 p.m., our Cemetery Committee 
will introduce TBE’s newly expanded 
cemetery and talk about Jewish tradi-
tions surrounding death and funerals, 
planning ahead and what families need 
to know when a death occurs. These 
aren’t always easy conversations, but 
knowing what to expect can make a dif-
ficult time a little easier.

Annual Hanukkah Bazaar & Bake 
Sale – Then, there’s Hanukkah! The first 
candle is lit Dec. 4, and Sisterhood is 

getting us ready with the Annual Hanuk-
kah Bazaar & Bake Sale on Sunday, Nov. 
15, beginning at 10 a.m. 

Our Judaica Shop is also offering 
20% off store items, so it’s a good time 
to pick up candles, gelt, gifts or some-
thing special for yourself.

Food Drive – Our High Holy Day 
Food Drive was a wonderful success. 
Nearly 200 bags of food were collected. 

There were so many donations that it 
took several cars to deliver everything 
to the Jewish Federation of Lee & Char-
lotte Counties’ Food Bank. Thank you 
to everyone who filled a bag!

Thanksgiving Interfaith Program 
– Our doors open a little wider Sunday, 
Nov. 22, when we welcome neighbors 
from throughout Southwest Florida 
for our Thanksgiving Interfaith Pro-
gram at 4 p.m. It’s always meaningful 
to have people of different faiths gath-
ered together under one roof.

Ladies Who Lunch – Sometimes 
you just want lunch! Ladies Who Lunch 
meets Tuesday, Nov. 24, 12:30 p.m. You 
don’t need to belong to Sisterhood (or 
TBE) to join them.

Recurring programs 
There are plenty of ways to find your 
way into TBE between the special 
events, too. 

Mah Jongg is every Tuesday, 11:30 
a.m., and beginners are welcome. 

Torah Study meets Saturday morn-
ings, 9 a.m., via Zoom.

Shabbat Services are every Fri-
day evening at 7:30 p.m. Join us in the 

sanctuary, via Zoom, or watch live on 
Facebook. All are welcome.

Jews by Choice meets online the 
last Thursday of each month from 8 to 
9 p.m. Whether you recently converted, 
are exploring conversion, or are recon-
necting with your Jewish roots, this is 
a confidential place to talk about the 
joys, questions and challenges along 
the journey.

12-Step Recovery Group meets Sat-
urdays, 11 a.m., via Zoom and is open to 
those in recovery and their allies.

Save the date 
Mitzvah Day is Sunday, Jan. 31, 2027, 9 
a.m. We’ll have much more to share soon!

Connect with us 
You don’t have to wait for a special invi-
tation to walk through our doors. Every-
thing we do at Temple Beth El is open 
to the community. Join us for something 
you already enjoy or try something com-
pletely new.

To see what’s happening, check our 
public calendar at templebethel.com/ 
calendar), follow us on Facebook  
@TempleBethElofFortMyers, or give 
us a call at 239-433-0018.

We’d love to see you. Everyone’s 
welcome at Temple Beth El. 

Women’s Simcha Circle members put pen to paper during recent Postcard Palooza

Almost 200 bags of donated food to the Jewish Federation of Lee &  
Charlotte Counties’ Food Bank
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COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE
Fort Myers

(239) 247-4556 • www.fortmyerssynagogue.com

Weekly Sabbath Eve dinners 
continue each Friday at 6 
p.m. All are welcome. Bring 

a non-dairy dish, side, salad or dessert if 
you are able to do so. Dinner is followed 
by worship at 7 p.m. We gather on the 
Unity Campus (11120 Ranchette Road).

Shabbat morning Torah study with the 
rabbi is from 9:30 to 11 a.m. each week 
via Zoom, followed by me shebayrakh 

and qaddish. Easy access to the login 
information for the CFS Zoom Room 
is available on the synagogue website: 
fortmyerssynagogue.com. 

Looking ahead
Invitation letters to our Hanukah First 
Night dinner, catered by Cohen & Cohen, 
will be sent out in mid-November. The 
dinner is free and open to the first 80 
reservations. If you did not receive 

a letter last year and you wish to be 
invited, please send your name and street 
address to synfree@comcast.net or call 
239-247-4556.

Celebrating our traditions 
Sisters Talia, Cassie and Josie were 
Days of Awe standouts. They assisted 
by sounding their shofarot during tash-
likh on the second day of Rosh Hasha-

nah and at the end of Yom Kippur and 
then helped with havdallah. 

A heartfelt thank-you to a very gen-
erous CFS family who donated our won-
derful new sukkah, to Lee and Traci 
Pavel and Rich McConville who assem-
bled it, and to Shayne Brown, fam-
ily, friends and other CFS members 
for topping it off just before our Suk-
kot first night celebration and dinner. 
Once again, Shayne provided his artisan 

semisweet chocolate chip hallah for 
motsee in the Sukkah. 

We are deeply indebted to the rabbi’s 
long-time friend and colleague, Chabad 
Rabbi Yitchok Minkowicz, for providing 
our lulav and etrog this year! 

Music throughout the year: 
Tim Torres 
Our Days of Awe musician Tim Torres 
will join us once a month during our Sab-
bath Eve dinner. Tim, who plays guitar 
in a number of local bands and cello in 
The Gulf Coast Symphony, has shared his 
remarkable musical gifts at several of our 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur obser-
vances over the years. We are thrilled to 
now have him join us throughout the year.

A new voice for November: 
Morrigan Brown
We are also delighted to welcome vocal-
ist Morrigan Brown, accompanied by 
Jamison Alberti, for Sabbath Eve wor-
ship in November. Morrigan is 17 years 
old and is in her senior year at Fort 

Myers High School. She is a wrestler, 
having competed in LCAC, District and 
Regional competitions in prior years. She 
studied Hebrew with Rabbi Diamond and 
has assisted in making challah with her 
father since she was about 4 years old.

Musically, she began playing the 
drums and the violin at around age five, 
transitioning to guitar at the age of 13, 
and adding voice in 2025. For two years, 
Morrigan played with the School of Rock 
House Band, doing two tours, playing at 
the Hard Rock in Atlanta and the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame. She has played 
solo as well as with her duo, Mojo, which 
includes guitarist Jameson Alberti.

With appreciation
The rabbi presented Reverend Crystal 
Muldrow, departing pastor of the Unity 
Congregation with a Hai sculpture as a 
token of its respect and appreciation. 
Pastor Crystal was instrumental in wel-
coming us to share Unity’s spectacular 
campus. She is returning to her home 
town of Detroit. 

COMMUNITY FREE SYNAGOGUE
Fort Myers

(239) 247-4556 • www.fortmyerssynagogue.com

Through the generosity of its partici-
pants, Community Free Synagogue 
enabled the reconstruction of its 

Abuyudayah sister congregation Ahavat 
Yisrael’s synagogue building in the village 
of Itonko in southeastern Uganda. The 
building was seriously damaged during a 
monsoon several months ago.

Rebuilding Ahavat Yisrael
After consulting with an engineer, the 

building’s walls were raised nearly five 
feet using bricks they made from local 
clay, so that a new reinforced storm-re-
sistant roof could be installed, along 
with sturdy new doors and shuttered 
windows. Once the rebuild was com-
plete, CFS donors underwrote the cost 
of electrifying the building using solar 
panels, generator, storage batteries, wir-
ing and lighting fixtures. There is no 
electricity in in the village. 

Connecting our  
congregations
Once Ahavat Yisrael’s synagogue had 
power, CFS’s contributors provided 
the funds for the purchase of a camera, 
microphone, projector, screen and 
speakers. The intention was to pro-
mote a stronger connection between 
our two congregations, especially in 
the area of Jewish education. The 
first use of the equipment was on 
Yom Kippur; it was the afternoon in 
Fort Myers and the end of the day 
in Uganda. The rabbi offered a class 
on the Book of Jonah made up of 
students from both congregations.

The final phase of this project 
was funding a year’s subscription to 
Starlink’s satellite internet service, 
along with the equipment to use it. 
This highspeed internet connection 
will be used for classes and other 
Jewish enrichment. It will also be 
made available at no cost by reser-
vation to members of Ahavat Yisrael 
in the synagogue building for per-
sonal use. The only other internet 
connection in the area is with smart-
phones using SIM cards purchased 
for blocks of time, prohibitive to most 
residents of Itonko.

A lasting partnership
CFS’s long-term commitment to this 
Abayudayah community has included 

funding the synagogue’s chicken rais-
ing project, the lease of farm land for 
the synagogue’s people, along with four 
plowing bulls and two plows that con-
gregants use to raise their own food.

 The rabbi teaches their young spiri-
tual leader, Mugoya Oren, twice a week. 
Two years ago, he was welcomed to Fort 
Myers and sent back with a CFS torah 
for his congregation. 
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Send changes to brigarcia@jfedlcc.org

                MOVING?
TAKE L’CHAYIM WITH YOU!

Don’t forget to contact us with your change
of address to continue receiving L’CHAYIM

jewishfederationlcc.org

TEMPLE BETH SHALOM
Cape Coral

(239) 772-4555 • www.templebethshalomcc.org

The holidays at Temple Beth Sha-
lom were fabulous this year! Din-
ner in the Sukkah was delicious 

and everybody took a turn with the lulav 
and etrog. The children, especially loved 
eating outside both at the dinner and 
at the PJ Library event held at Temple 
Beth Shalom. Dancing with the Torahs 
at Simchat Torah was even better! Can-
tor Barry always makes that a joyous 
occasion for all.

On Oct. 17, we held a dinner in cel-
ebration of two of our most generous 
members: Steve Hertz and Lea Rosen-
berg. Together, they made it possible for 
us to hire Cantor Barry Butensky full 

time. Separately, Steve is fully support-
ing our Religious School, assuring the 
next generation an excellent foundation 
in Judaism. Lea came to our rescue pro-
viding us with a new Torah. The dinner 
was well-attended, the food delicious, 
and the guests-of-honor felt our grati-
tude for all they have done and all they 
continue to do.

Save the date
Sisterhood will meet Oct. 14, 4:30 p.m. 
and will meet the second Wednesday of 
every month. 

Temple Beth Shalom  
Sisterhood 
After a long sabbatical, our Temple 
Beth Shalom Sisterhood is now up 
and running: Co-Presidents Lynn 
Laufer and Arlene Cohen; Treasurer 
Marsha Golod; Recording Secre-
tary Lois Horowitz; and Membership  
Carol Ahlert. 

The women of the Sisterhood work 
together in a supportive environment 

deriving personal fulfillment 
and spiritual growth as they 
endeavor to better the syna-
gogue and the quality of life 
in our broader communities. 
The Sisterhood embraces  
traditional values while  
giving voice to  modern  
Jewish women.

Membership in the Sister-
hood offers a unique oppor-
tunity for women to share 
time with other women, form 
friendships and explore Juda-
ism from a women's perspec-
tive. The Sisterhood has been 
and remains critical to the 
temple's many successes. 

The Sisterhood will offer 
a wide variety of activities 
and services: including social 
gatherings and educational 
opportunities; worship and 
Torah study; programs on 
reflection and renewal; com-

munity service projects, such as food 
drives; support of the Synagogue's 
youth; Women of Valor, an annual 
event honoring a congregation who 
has contributed greatly to the life of the 
community; joint events with Brother-
hood and other Temple organizations.

It is the Sisterhood's goal to have 
every women of Temple Beth Shalom 

become a member and to share in its 
many enriching activities. Without you, 
the Sisterhood is one member short!

Looking ahead
In addition to all of the events Sisterhood 
is planning, check our website (templeb-
ethshalomcc.org) to receive our weekly 

communications or to see our calendar 
for other activities. 

We have a book club, a photogra-
phy club, and adult education; we host 
weekly movies and documentaries, 
museum visits, games nights and much 
more. Guests are always welcome to join 
us for any of our services or events. 
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CHABAD LUBAVITCH OF SOUTHWEST FLORIDA 
Fort Myers

(239) 433-7708 • www.Chabadswf.org

Chabad Lubavitch of Southwest 
Florida warmly invites the entire 
community to join us through-

out the month of November 2026/5787 
for daily prayers, Torah Study, inspiring 
classes, ladies programs with Shani, 
family events, Kiddush, and meaningful 
Jewish community experiences.

Whether you join us every day or are 
visiting for the first time, there is always 
a place for you at Chabad!

Shabbat services
Friday evening: Welcoming Shabbat 

• Kabbalat Shabbat and evening  
     services, 5:15 p.m.
Shabbat morning

• Kabbalah class, 9 a.m.
• Shacharit (Hodu), 10 a.m.
• Kiddush and community gathering,    

     12:15 p.m.

Daily prayers and Kaddish
Join us for daily services and the oppor-
tunity to say and respond to Kaddish 
with a minyan.

• Sunday – Shacharit, 8 a.m.
• Monday-Friday – Shacharit, 7 a.m.
• Shabbat – Shacharit, 10 a.m.
• Evening services – 5:15 p.m.

Torah Study
Weekly Kabbalah Class

Shabbat morning, 9 a.m. – Come 

explore the deeper teachings of Torah 
and Chassidus in an uplifting and mean-
ingful atmosphere.

Ladies Torah and Tea
Mondays, 7 p.m. – Ladies are warmly 

invited to join Shani Minkowicz for an 
inspiring evening of Torah learning, 
meaningful conversation, connection 
and friendship.

“Kabbalah and the Hidden 
Architecture of You”
A new six-part course

Chabad Lubavitch of Southwest 
Florida invites the community to dis-
cover some of Judaism’s most fasci-
nating mystical teachings in a new 

six-part course, “Kabbalah and the 
Hidden Architecture of You,” taught 
by Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz.

The course will be offered over six 
Thursdays, beginning Oct. 29, 7 p.m., at 
Chabad Lubavitch of Southwest Florida 
in Fort Myers. The cost for the complete 
six-session course is $99.

Divided into six sessions, the course 
explores forty fascinating Kabbalis-
tic ideas that can help participants 
better understand themselves and the 
world around them. “Kabbalah isn’t 
simply about mystical concepts. It 
gives us a completely different way 
of looking at ourselves, our relation-
ships, and the world around us,” says  
Rabbi Minkowicz.

Topics range from profound ques-
tions such as What exactly is a soul? to 
insights into human psychology, includ-
ing why certain people’s flaws can bother 
us so much. The course also explores 
mysteries such as reincarnation, soul-
mates, why we marry the people we do, 
the spiritual significance of our names, 
dreams, music, and what happens to the 
soul while we sleep.

The course has garnered acclaim from 
leading scholars of Jewish mysticism:

• Professor Daniel C. Matt, author 
of “The Essential Kabbalah,” said the 
course “offers all seekers the opportunity 
to discover the profound insights of the 
Jewish mystical tradition.” 

• Professor Ariel Evan Mayse of Stan-
ford University says, “this magnificent 
program throws open the doors of Jew-
ish mysticism and spirituality to all.” 

• Professor Elliot Wolfson of the Uni-
versity of California, Santa Barbara, has 
noted that “students will be exposed to 
the intricate mysteries of the world and 
of the soul.”

Rabbi Minkowicz emphasizes that the 
course is designed for everyone, regard-
less of previous Jewish education or 
familiarity with Kabbalah. “You don’t 
have to read Hebrew, and you certainly 
don’t have to be a Kabbalah expert,” 
says Rabbi Minkowicz. “This course is 
open to the entire community. All you 
need is curiosity and a desire to look a 
little deeper.”

Always something  
happening
Throughout the month, look out for addi-
tional ladies events, classes, family pro-
grams, holiday celebrations, community 
gatherings and special events.

Please feel free to join Chabad 
Lubavitch of Southwest Florida (5620 
Winkler Rd., Fort Myers, FL 33919). 
For the latest programs, schedules 
and community updates, please visit 
ChabadSWF.org. We look forward to 
welcoming you! 

 Community members gathered for meaningful Sukkot prayers and celebration.

Celebrating the joy of Sukkot with  
special visitors from Israel through  

the Jewish Federation.

“Kabbalah and the Hidden  
Architecture of You”

New course information

Instructor: Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 

When: Six Thursdays beginning Oct. 29 

Time: 7 p.m. 

Course fee: $99 

Location: Chabad Lubavitch of Southwest Florida,  
5620 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33919

For additional information and registration,  
visit ChabadSWF.org or Myjli.com.
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SYNAGOGUES & 
JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS 
IN LEE & CHARLOTTE COUNTIES 

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  FFRREEEE  SSYYNNAAGGOOGGUUEE  
CONTEMPORARY TRADITIONAL   

The Unity Campus 11120 Ranchette Road          
Fort Myers, FL  33966 
 
Phone: 239-247-4556       
E-mail: synfree@comcast.net 
Web site: fortmyerssynagogue.com 
Sabbath Eve Dinner every Friday at 6:00 PM      
followed by worship at 7:00 PM 
Torah Study on Zoom every Sabbath morning 
from 9:30-11:00 AM   
Meeting Room ID:  527 117 7864   
Passcode: 435419 
Rabbi Bruce Diamond, D.D.   
Cantoral soloist Traci Pavel   

CCOOMMMMUUNNIITTYY  OORRGGAANNIIZZAATTIIOONNSS  
  
• AIPAC  
   (American Israel Public Affairs Committee): 
   Lynda Adler & Ian Noy - 617-676-7567 
• AJC (American Jewish Committee): 
    Brian Lipton - 941-365-4955 
• Anti-Defamation League: 561-988-2900 
• B’Nai B’rith International: 941-302-4500 
• Chabad Jewish Student Life at FGCU  
    Rabbi Mendel Gordon - 347-452-0489 
    mendelgordon@gmail.com 
• Chevra Kadisha: Taryn Sasser  
• Generations of the Shoah SWFL: 263-9200 
• Hadassah - Collier/Lee Chapter: 
    Joyce Toub - 518-330-1559  
• Hazak 55+ Chapter: 
    Joyce Rosinger - 239-437-1566 
• Israel Bonds: Regional Headquarters: 
    800-622-8017 
• Jewish Community Services:  
   239-481-4449 
• Jewish National Fund:  
    Joshua Mellits, Director, Western Florida 
    941-462-1330 ext. 865 
    Memorial Tree Planting in Israel 
    1-800-542-8733 
• Jewish War Veterans: 
    Post 400: Commander  
    Harvey Charter - 239-246-3151 
• Mikvah Bashka of Southwest Florida: 
    Nechamie Minkowicz - 239-822-2784 

BBAATT  YYAAMM  TTEEMMPPLLEE  OOFF  TTHHEE  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 

 

Friday evening services at 7pm at the  
Sanibel Congregational United Church  
of Christ 
2050 Periwinkle Way, Sanibel 
Spiritual Leader and Cantor:  
Rabbi Sunny Schnitzer 
President: Allison Goldberg  
Vice Presidents:  
Daniel Sager, Annette Pacyga 
Email: batyamsanibel@gmail.com 
Website: batyam.org 
Services: September through April 
For more information on our service 
times and programs, please write 
to batyamsanibel@gmail.com or  
PO Box 84, Sanibel, FL 33957 

CCHHAABBAADD    
OOFF  BBOONNIITTAA  SSPPRRIINNGGSS//EESSTTEERROO  
ORTHODOX 

 

24611 S. Tamiami Trail 
Bonita Springs, FL 34135-7024 
 
Rabbi Mendy Greenberg 
Phone: 239-949-6900 
Web site: JewishBonita.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00 a.m. 
followed by  a Kiddush 

CCHHAABBAADD  JJEEWWIISSHH  CCEENNTTEERR    
OOFF  CCAAPPEE  CCOORRAALL  
ORTHODOX 

 

1716 Cape Coral Pkwy. W.  
Cape Coral, FL 33914  
 
Rabbi Yossi Labkowski  
Phone: 239-963-4770  
E-mail: info@chabadcape.com  
Web site: chabadcape.com 
Sunday - Friday 8:00 A.M Shacharit 
Friday Evening 5:30 P.M. 
Saturday Kabbalah Class 9:00 A.M. 
Shabbat Services 9:30 A.M. 
Kiddush Luncheon 12:00 P.M. 
Hebrew School of the Arts Sunday 10:00 
A.M - 12:30 P.M 
JLI Classes Monday 7:00 P.M. 
Torah Study Tuesday 7:30 P.M. 
Women's Weekly Class Wednesday  
11:30 A.M. 

CCHHAABBAADD  OOFF  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  CCOOUUNNTTYY  
ORTHODOX 
 
 

424 W Henry St. 
Punta Gorda, FL 33950 
 
Rabbi Simon Jacobson 
Phone: 941-833-3381 
E-mail: chabadpg@yahoo.com 
Web site: chabadofcharlottecounty.com 
Services: Saturday at 10:00  a.m. followed 
by a kiddush 
Torah study: Wednesday at 8:00 p.m. 
 

CCHHAABBAADD  LLUUBBAAVVIITTCCHH  
OOFF  SSOOUUTTHHWWEESSTT  FFLLOORRIIDDAA  
ORTHODOX 

 

5620 Winkler Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33919 
 
Rabbi Yitzchok Minkowicz 
Phone: 239-433-7708 • Fax: 481-9109 
E-mail: rabbi@chabadswf.org 
Web site: chabadswf.org 
Services: Friday 5:15 p.m.;  
Saturday Kabbalah  
class 9:00 a.m.; Shacharit 10:00 a.m.;  
Kiddush at noon 
Minyan: Monday & Thursday 7:00 a.m. 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  EELL  
REFORM 
 
 

16225 Winkler Road, Fort Myers, FL 33908  
 
Rabbi Nicole Luna  
E-mail: rabbiluna@templebethel.com 
Learning Tree Preschool Director: Ronni Vega 
Ronnilearningtree@gmail.com 
President: Michael Altman  
Email: President@templebethel.com 
Phone: 239-433-0018  
Office Manager: Karen Kagan 
Email: manager@templebethel.com 
Web site: templebethel.com  
Shabbat services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Torah study 9:00 a.m. Saturday 
Religious School: 9:30 a.m.- Noon Sunday  
Mazel Tots (0-5 yrs. old). Sunday 11:00 a.m.  
Religious school coordinator: Allison Fego 
Religiousschool@templebethel.com 
Judaica Gift Gallery  
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 
 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  JJUUDDEEAA  
CONSERVATIVE 

 

14486 A&W Bulb Road 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 
 
Rabbi David Arias 
E-mail: rabbi@tjswfl.org 
Executive Director: Jackie Eldan 
Email: Jackie@tjswfl.org 
President: Jan Klein 
E-mail: giaof3@gmail.com 
Religious School Education Director: 
Tehila Cherubino 
E-mail: tehila@tjswfl.org 
Roots & Wings Preschool Director: Suki Kelly  
rootsandwings@tjswfl.org 
Phone: 239-433-0201 • Fax: 239-433-3371 
E-mail: admin@tjswfl.org 
Web site: www.tjswfl.org 
Services:  
Monday Minyan: 9:00 a.m. (October to May) 
Kabbalat Shabbat: Fridays 6:30 pm 
Shabbat Shacharit: Saturdays 9:30 am  
 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  BBEETTHH  SSHHAALLOOMM  
REFORM 

 

702 S.E. 24th Ave., Cape Coral, FL 33990 
 
President: Helene Glocer 
Phone: 239-772-4555  
Spiritual leader: Cantor Barry Butensky  
Email:  templebethshalomcommunications
@gmail.com  
Web site: templebethshalomcc.org 
Services: 7:30 p.m. Friday 
Saturday morning Torah Service/Torah 
study twice monthly at 10:00 am 
Enrichment night every Wednesday  
at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. 

TTEEMMPPLLEE  SSHHAALLOOMM  CCHHAARRLLOOTTTTEE  
HHAARRBBOORR  AANNDD  TTHHEE  GGUULLFF  IISSLLAANNDDSS  
REFORM 
 

23190 Utica Ave. / P.O. Box 494675 
Port Charlotte, FL 33949-4675 
 
President: Judith Migdol 
Phone: 941-625-2116 
E-mail: Shalompc06@gmail.com 
Web site: templeshalomfl.com 
Organizations: Sisterhood; Brotherhood 
Affiliated: Union for Reform Judaism 

www.JewishFederationLCC.org 

CCHHAAVVUURRAATT  SSHHAALLOOMM  OOFF  SSWWFFLL  
CHAVURA 
 

20031 Sanibel View Circle Unit 202 
Fort Myers, FL 33908 
Chavuratshalom@gmail.com  
Web site:  
chavuratshalomofsouthwestflorida.org 
Cheryl Fulmer, President 
Shabbat services - 7:30 p.m. every Friday 
Schmooze - 7:30 p.m. 1st Tuesday  
Torah Talk - 7:30 p.m. 2nd Tuesday  
Current events - 7:30 p.m. 3rd Tuesday 
Speakers - 7:30 p.m. 4th Tuesday 

SSHHAALLOOMM  LLIIFFEE  CCEENNTTEERR  
TRANS DENOMINATIONAL 
 

Rabbi Lawrence Dermer 
Phone: 239-218-3433 
Email: info@shalomlifecenter.org 
Web site: shalomlifecenter.org 



36 November 2026



