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Executive Director’s Letter

Dear Friends,

It's June. The end of the school year, the start of summer
vacations, and when we wonder, ‘how is half the year over
already’?

June also marks the end of Federation’s fiscal year, a time to
reflect on the past year and start to look ahead. I'm pleased to
report we had a very good year. Our annual campaign concluded
slightly above the prior year. We cannot thank you, our community
and donors, enough for your generous support of our efforts. Great
thanks as well to Chad Zagel, our campaign chairman, Cathy Winick, our campaign
coordinator, and all of our volunteers for ensuring the success of our fundraising.

As detailed to you in April, these financial resources allow us to fund Federation’s
programs and services as well as provide support to other Jewish organizations in West
Michigan, across the state, and around the globe. Thank you to the JFGR Board of
Directors for authorizing last month’s allocations for another year to the United Jewish
School, to other programs and services locally, in Israel, and so much more.

We also had a fantastic year of community programming. For example, our Jewish
Film Festival had a great turnout and interest in the series of films screened last month.
Thank you to Sari Cohen, our programming director, and to her groups of volunteers for
the Film Festival, Cultural Council and other programs so significant to the health of our
small yet vibrant Jewish community. Cathy Winick also deserves recognition for the work
she does on various community programs throughout the year, including the upcoming
community picnic on June 7, and Jennifer Stanton, our financial administrator, who
provides essential support to allow these and other activities throughout our community
to run smoothly.

While most of the work Ann Berman, our social service resources coordinator, does is
done confidentially for obvious reasons, it is important to note here how vital her work
is. While we are too small a Jewish community to have a Jewish family services agency,
the work Ann does with our senior citizens and others in need, notably for those without
local family to support them, is wonderful. | have heard from many of you about how
Ann’s efforts are so meaningful to our community. Ann, | cannot thank you enough, along
with our contributors who make your work possible.
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Our Federation programs and services
would also not be possible without the
underwriting from many foundations. The
Padnos and Berkowitz family foundations
have provided matching grants to
encourage new or increased donations, in
addition to their family support of our
annual campaign and other community
activities. The Herman and Subar
Foundations have been major donors to our
annual campaign for many years. The
Ravitz Foundation provides key social
service and programming support. The
Rosenzweig-Coopersmith Foundation,
through both grants and endowment funds,
has been a long-time lead supporter of our
Film Festival and other programming. I'm
pleased to share with you that we recently
received exciting news - RCF has made a
three year commitment through 2018 to
keep both the Film Festival and PJ Library
programs quite healthy. On behalf of the
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids, let me
express our sincere gratitude to all of these
foundations for your important support.

The JFGR endowment funds are listed on
the next to the last page of The Shofar, and
| encourage you to review this list. | thank
the individuals and families responsible for
these long-term funds, collectively
contributed for the long-term health of our
Jewish community. | also want to thank
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Claude Titche who steers the investment
committee that assures these community
funds, along with those from Congregation
Ahavas Israel and Temple Emanuel, are
properly stewarded to grow safely and
effectively. In addition to serving as the
Federation treasurer, Claude also has
served the past two years as our board
chairman. As he steps down as chair at the
end of this month, I'd like to thank Claude
for his significant volunteer time and efforts
to Federation and our community, and
express how fortunate we are for your
leadership.

In conclusion, | am grateful to all of you,
our community for your support in time and
resources for Federation. As we look
forward to next year, | invite your thoughts
and ideas to continue to improve
Federation and our Jewish community for
generations to come. You are also welcome
to do so by attending our annual meeting
on June 10 (see notice on page 3)

Best regards,

Mike
mike@jfgr.org

STAFF: | Executive Director: Mike Presant, 616.942.5553 ext. 207, mike@jfgr.org

| Social Service Director: Ann Berman, ext. 206, ann@jfgr.org | Programming Director: Sari Cohen, ext. 205, sari@jfgr.org
| Financial Administrator: Jennifer Stanton, ext. 203, jennifer@jfgr.org | Campaign Coordinator: Cathy Winick, ext. 204, cathy @jfgr.org

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN

| Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids
2727 Michigan NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506

(616) 942-5553
www.jfgr.org

Live Generously.

Name

Please cut out this pledge card, fill it in and send it to

the Federation office.

I HEREBY PLEDGE TO THE FEDERATION
ANNUAL CAMPAIGN THE SUM OF: $

Address

DONOR’S SIGNATURE
Method of Payment: [[] Check O Stock
Please Chatge my: [] MasterCard [ Visa
D Discover D American Express
Card Number

Exp. Date:
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= THANK YOU! =
5 . . =
% Campaign 2014 is completed! %
2 Total Gifts $411,323 5
% From 409 Donors %
% Matching gifts $25,260 %
% Grand Total $436,583 %
= Our campaign would not have been a success without our =
% Campaign Volunteers: %
% Chad Zagel, Campaign Chair %
= 5
5 David Alfonso Judith Joseph Judy Subar %
E Heather Alfonso Julian Joseph Audrey Sundstrom %
Mario Atias Greg Kaufman Susette Tauber 5
Ann Berman Moe Kleiman Lanny Thodey %
= Sari Cohen Shirley Kleiman Claude Titche 5
5 Davida Dennen Bill Lewis Marni Vyn %
=, Toby Dolinka Karen Padnos Barb Wepman =
= Mort Finkelstein Mike Presant John Winestone 2
% Jeff Frank Sue Remes Cathy Winick %
S Sandy Freed Julie Rossio %
Machelle Hammond Carol Sarosik
. . . =
=, Sylvia Herman Jim Siegel 5
% Dan Hurwitz Ally Stein %

[ S T ey g A

The Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids will be holding its
Annual Meeting
Wednesday
June 10, 2015
7:00 p.m.

at the Federation office.

All members of the Jewish community are welcome to attend.
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You are invited! ﬁ
Community

With live entertainment by local band

CHUTZPAH!

Sunday, June 7, 2015 - 4:00 to 6:00 p.m.
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This program is sponsored by the Jewish Federation and Jewish Cvltural Council of

Grand Rapids
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JEWISH CULTURAL COUNCIL

i H ) The Sunday, June 7 event
‘ ﬁ "Growing up Jewish in Pakistan"

Ovur speaker cannot attend due to personal medical reasons

Sorry for the inconvenience!

The community picnic and concert replaces this event

See Page 4 for details

MISSION TO ISRAEL! SHA ]QM

Are you thinking of going on a trip to Israel?

The Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids is in the R "
process of organizing a mission to Israel. We would I e

like to invi're‘ everyone interested to r}1eet and brain- A program of the Jewish Federation
storm pc355|b|e dates and areas of |n'reres.'r. If you * Would you like to become an
are interested, please contact our office: ambassador to welcome people who are new to
616-942-5553 info@ijfgr.org the Jewish community or not

e currently involved?

- ' * If you know about somebody new to the
Grand Rapids community, please let us know.
“Shalom Grand Rapids” would like to welcome
them.

To sign up or receive additional
information about the program, contact Sari at
the Federation office:
616-942-5553 or Sari@jfgr.org

WELCOME

News from Jewish Women International
(Volunteers needed)

As you may know, I, Eileen Enoch, have chaired the Jewish Community Roster Project for the last many years.
This is a project that was begun by B’nai Brith Women in 1965 as a bi-annual event and has continued until today.
We are proud to announce that beginning this year, we will join with Jewish Federation Grand Rapids to produce
the Roster. We have had a loyal group of volunteers who have worked hard on this

project for many years, and a loyal group of advertisers that have been supportive. Jewish Contmiihiéy Kot &

I would like to thank them all for a job well done! As we move forward, together Cound Wk it

with the Federation, the Roster can only be more successfull The next Roster should
be available late fall or early winter.

If any of you would like to work on this important project, please contact

Eileen Enoch (616-949-6444/Ewillow1(@aol.com)
or Ann Berman at the Federation (616-942-5553/ ann@jfgt.org).
Thank you for your continued support.

Eileen Enoch, Chair
Jewish Community Roster
(A Project of Jewish Women International)
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Film Festival
S 17™ ANNUAL JEWISH FILM

17TH ANNUAL

o) EWISH FESTIVAL
~ "FIIM FESTIVAL A CREAT SUCCESS!

The Jewish Film Festival Committee would like to thank the following
OF GRAND RAPIDS people for their generous contributions:

o000 00O0C0OO The Oscar
The Rosenzweig-Coopersmith Foundation
Director

Dr. Rick Hay * The Subar Foundation
Producer

Bill Boorstein ¢ Dr. Jeff & Sheila Frank

Dr. Sandra Last

Dr. David & Karen Reifler « Lanny Thodey
Actor

Thomas Fox ¢ Thomas & Karen Haight « Dr. Don & Bluma Herman « Lori Jacobs
Mike & Roberta Jacobson

Dr. Julian & Judith Joseph

Dr. Marc & Peggy Leven ¢ Barbara Robinson
Jim & Sheryl Siegel

Fan

Dr. Madelon & Joel Krissoff

Gilbert & Barbara Wynn

Thank to our Hosts and moderators:

Avi Forstein, Sheila Frank, Karen Haight, Rick Hay, Sue Remes,
Mark Schwartz, and

Mort Zukerman
Volunteers:
Talia Atias, Jeff Bootzin, Judy Clowney Sherri Faler, Sheila Frank, Karen Haight,

Rick Hay, Sylvia Herman, Buddy & Judy Joseph, Michele Kanig, Shirley Kleiman, Sue & Sheldon Kopperl,
Lesley Mayer, Bev Niedelson, Marsha Plafkin, Mark Schwartz and Judy Subar

Special thanks to: John Loeks & Celebration! Cinema




OTNTLIULTLILN

PAGE 7
JUNE 2015

Hadassah Book Club

AUGUST 26th - 7:00 p.m.
Marilyn Lystad's home, 2647 Cranwood S.W. Wyoming
616-531-1616

We will car pool from D&W Breton Village to Marilyn's
home. Meeting time: 6 p.m.

Please call Marilyn TO LET HER KNOW YOU WILL BE
ATTENDING.

BOOK TO READ....."THE ROSIE PROJECT"
by GRAEME SIMSION
BOOKS CAN BE FOUND AT
SCHULERS BOOKS ON 28TH ST S. E.

We are as always your grateful book ends,
.’-‘ﬂ‘:&a

www.jtgr.org
Presenting quality theatrical
Pproductions with Jewish themes
that are universalin appeal.

by Chri

with Scott Alan Evans
Directed by Jeralyn Pinsky

GRCC Spectrum Theater
160 Fountain St. NE
Tickets: AL\
616-234-3946  © > SN
or wwwtgr.org June 11-21,2015

Season subscribers beginning May 26
All others beginning June 1

Thursdays & Saturdays at 8 p.m.
Sundays at 3 p.m.

SUE REMES... 949- 3505
Betzalel Art Group

FLORY SILVERSTEIN... 949-5766
Thursdays, 2:30 - 4:00 p.m.

Ahavas Israel ~ Classroom #1
Bring your fiber art project or oil
painting or any other art or craft
you enjoy doing.
Everyone is welcome. This is an open
and flexible group, so come as your

schedule allows.
For more information, please contact Barb Christiaans,
616-531-1151 or barben@iserv.net

Shir Shalom to Sing at Arts

Festival
Come to festival on
Sunday, June 7th at 1:45 p.m.
To enjoy a concert program
by Shir Shalom, our Jewish
Community Chorus. The lovely
(and weather-proof)
auditorium of the Grand Rapids Art Museum is
the place to bel!
Shir Shalom, sponsored by the Jewish Federation
of Grand Rapids, completes its 30th musical
season this year and is pleased and proud to be
a part of the Grand Rapids Arts scene and an
integral part of the Grand Rapids Jewish
community.

——
S—
-—
—

H

See you at Festivall

Thursday, June 18, 12:00 -1:00 p.m.
El Barrio....545 Michigan NE

¥

Jewish Community Business Forum

Everyone is Welcome! A good networking opportunity to discuss business principles and to stay
aware of resources available in our community.

&

Jewish Women’s Professional Network:

‘We meet monthly for networking. All women are invited - whether working outside the home,
thinking of returning to the workforce, in career transition, or a community volunteer.

N The group will be taking the summer off. See you in September!



tel:616-531-1616
tel:616-531-1616
tel:616-531-1616

PAGE 8 , .
Senior/Communi

THE SHOFAR
JUNE 2015

LUNCH BUNCH Thursday, June 18
11:30 a.m.
Red Olive

3563 28th St. SE

Cost: $8

RSVP by Tuesday June 16 to Ann at 616-942-5553
Transportation is also available by calling Ann

*If a cancellation is necessary, you will be notified by

phone by 10 a.m.

LUNCH BUNCH SAVE THESE DATES:
August 13- September 10
TBD - time will be 11:30 a.m.

Taking suggestions for places to eat: 616-942-5553
A FAR EAST ADVENTURE
(in Northeast Grand Rapids)

For those of you 55 and older join our
summer adventure of an afternoon
exploring the new Japanese gardens at
Frederick Meijer Gardens. We will start
by enjoying a bite to eat at the Taste of
Garden Café, followed by a 1p.m. tram
tour and then free time to wander the
gardens or shop or both.

Date: Thursday July 16, 2015

Time: 11:30 a.m.

Cost: $15 (includes lunch and tram tour)
RSVP by Thursday July 9 to Ann - 616-942-5553

U
N

We are headed to Jewish Theatre Grand
Rapids for a matinee performance!

THE TRIANGLE

FACTORY FIRE

PROJECT

Sunday

June 14 ~ 3 p.m.

Call Ann 616-942-5553 to
RSVP for discount Tickets ($15)
by June 9th and to join our
carpool from Temple Emanuel’s
parking lot at 2:15 p.m.

ATTENTION ALL COLLEGE BOUND
STUDENTS AND PARENTS!

The William Davidson Jewish College Loan Program is
dedicated to helping Michigan’s Jewish students access
higher education to achieve career success. The William
Davidson Jewish College Loan Program provides an
interest-free loan of up to $7,500 per student per year
for qualifying, Jewish, Michigan residents to help
address the rising costs of higher education. If you
have questions, please e-mail us

at info@jewishcollegeloansmi.org, or call Hebrew Free
Loan at 248-723-8184.

The Sara and Max Goldsammler Scholarship Fund is
open to any current or collegiate bound Jewish student
and will be applied towards tuition costs. Students fill
out a simple application and write a short essay in
order to apply. Three scholarships are being awarded;
$1,000, $500 and $300, based on their essay. The
application can be found at Saramaxfund.com. The
deadline for applications is August 2nd.

JLibrary is here?

Thank you! To the Ravitz Foundation and
Rosenzweig-Coopersmith Foundation.

A GIFT for
JEWISH CHILDREN
and their families.

WHAT? The PJ Library (“PJ” for
“pajamas’’) program offers the gift of
free, high-quality Jewish books and
music each month to children ages
6 months through & years all across
North America. The program is also
available to children ages 6 through

8 in some communities.

WHY? P Library books
celebrate important aspects
of Jewish culture, values and

tradition, and become cherished
bedtime stories.

! Signing up is easy!
To sign up for PJ Library visit
www.pjlibrary.org.
PJ Library is a gift from your Jewish
community in partnership with local

philanthropists and the
Harold Grinspoon Foundation.

A PROGRAM OF THE w
HaroLp GRINSPOON FOUNDATION *=

mLibrAO“

www.PJLIBRARY.org
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United Jewish School

Beit Sefer B’yahad/United Jewish School

1715 East Fulton Grand Rapids, MI 49503
Pam Rush School Director 616-459-5976 ext.12

United
%ﬁgvjsbgsé'}."%‘ am(@templeemanuelgr.org www.unitedjewishschool.org
° UJS Contribution
‘ ,J s Ope n ' ng DaY! From Sue and Sheldon Kopperl
In Honor:

Temple Emanuel Confirmation class.

Septem ber 20, 2015 Celia Fonger Graduation

Please remember UJS in your contributions.
We have a beautiful “Tribute” card that we
can send to that special someone.

Thanks so much to all our wonderful
teachers and staff at UJS for a great year!

We bid farewell to the following teachers

and thank them for all their dedication to Thank you also to Congregation Ahavas Israel,
UJS. Temple Emanuel and Jewish Federation of

. . . Grand Rapids. Without their spiritual and
Chana Welngarten, Sheina Weingarten, financial support our school would not be such a
Ben Henig, Shel Kopperl, Lauren Vetter preat success!

UJS Graduating Seniors:
Gabrielle Alter — Alma College
Melissa Belfer — University of Florida
Celia Fonger - GR Community College
Daniel Kaufman — Lafayette College
Zach Krishef — Aquinas College
Sol Krishef — Wellspring Preparatory
Sarah Kogelschatz — DePaul University

Congregational

Congregation Ahavas Israel

Pre-Shabbat Happy Hour/Kabbalat Shabbat - The Religious Life committee is hosting Pre-Shabbat Family
Happy Hours (hors d'oeuvres, wine, beer and soft drinks) once a month this summer. June 19, July 17 and
August 28 at 7:00 p.m., followed by Kabbalat Shabbat at 7:45pm. To sponsor a happy hour ($54) contact
the synagogue office, 616-942-2840
Learner's Minyan (June 20, July 18, and August 15), 10:00am. Increase your comfort, participation in, and
appreciation of our services. Rabbi Krishef will unlock the secrets to understanding the Shabbat morning
service!
Summer Shabbat Candle Lighting and Havdalah times
Earliest / Latest Earliest / Latest
June 5/6  7:42 p.m. 8:59 p.m. 10:00 p.m. June 12/13 7:46 p.m. 9:04 p.m. 10:04 p.m.
June 19/20 7:48 p.m. 9:06 p.m. 10:07 p.m. June 26/27 7:50 p.m. 9:08 p.m. 10:08 p.m.


mailto:pam@templeemanuelgr.org
http://www.unitedjewishschool.org/
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Chabad House

Cteen Junior

Come join us June 3rd to end off a year of fun at Cteen Junior!l Location: Chabad of W Michigan: 2615
Michigan NE, Grand Rapids, Ml Boys & Girls Grades 6th-8th Time: 5p.m.-7p.m. $10 (includes light dinner). To
R.S.V.P. or for more info call Chana: 616-570-1742

Gan Israel Day Camp

A Jewish summer experience of a lifetimel!

Dates:June 22nd - July 10th main division Boys & Girls Ages 5—-12, 9:00a.m. - 3:30p.m.

Kiddy camp Boys & Girls Ages 3—4 9:00a.m. - 3:30p.m. Tuition fees cover all activities, snacks, and trips.

3 week session: $500, Per week: $180 To register or for more info please contact Chana Weingarten
616-570-1742, WeingartenChana@gmail.com

Gan Yiladim Preschool- Kindergarten

Registration is now open for the fall of 2015!Il Our children learn the “specialness” of being Jewish. Through
stories and discussions, the precious legacy of their uniqueness as Jews is transmitted. Gan Yiladim School takes
the best of both worlds — secular and Judaic - and

blends them into a program that is at once rich, fulfilling, and stimulating environment. For children ages 2 — 6
For more information about our program, Please feel free to contact us at 616-957-0770

Temple Emanuel

The Beer City Pub Crawl will be crawling off to Osgood Brewing at 4051 Chicago Drive SW in Grandyville IN
THE MIDDLE OF THE WEEK on Tuesday, June 9t at 6:00 p.m. They offer their own beer and wine along with
local cider and a menu of food that features pizza, sandwiches, salads and pasta. Call the Temple Office
459-5976 to save your spot at our table—all are welcome

L'Chaim Loser & Simcha Supporter What if you could lose weight, benefit Temple and feel good about it2
Rabbi Lewis and others are interested in losing weight before the High Holy Days. Rabbi Lewis wants to lose 25
pounds and is looking for a sponsor to pay one or two dollars per pound into a Temple fund of the sponsor's
choice. Rabbi will also support two people wishing to lose up to 25 pounds each and will give $2.00/pound. If
you would like to be a L'CHAIM LOSER and/or a SIMCHA SUPPORTER, simply e mail Rabbi Al

at albertmlewis@att.net. Beginning and ending weights are confidential between Rabbi Al and the L'CHAIM
LOSER. SIMCHA SUPPORTERS are invited to e mail Rabbi Al with the amounts they would like to pledge. He
will match people up (anonymously) and contact both parties before Rosh Hashannah Please think about the
pre Holy Day joy of a healthy Temple family and healthy project budgets. Lose as much as is reasonable and
healthy for you—support as much as is reasonable and supportive!

Thursday Morning Walking Group Starting May 28, 2015 Join Temple members and friends for a 1 mile to
1.25 mile walk on Thursday mornings beginning on May 28. We will meet in the Temple parking lot and stroll
through Aquinas College and its beautiful grounds. We will return to Temple for a cool- down walk inside, fol-
lowed by coffee, breakfast bars and fruit. If the weather is not cooperative, we will walk inside Temple (Three
times around is a milel) and also do “Stretch and K’vetch-Healthy Laughter” exercises. Please call Cathrin at
the Temple office (616-459-5976) to sign up. Jokes and quips will be shared along the way!

Your Opinion Matters & Brunch on Sunday, June 14, 2015, 10:00 “How Can We Slow /Stop Human-Caused
Climate Change?” Many of us feel powerless to combat the likely devastating effects of climate change caused
by carbon pollution. There seem to be few compelling solutions to the problem and little progress in reducing
human reliance on fossil-based sources of energy. Yet progress is being made at various levels of our society,
from community-based solar developments to commitments by major corporations and some professional
organizations to dramatically lower their use of carbon producing energy. Currently, there are proposals for
energy policy at the state and federal levels that could markedly alter the use of carbon-based fuels. Explore
proposed and currently active solutions to climate change with David Bernstein, Shirley Kallio and Steve
Bertman, who are members of various environmental organizations. A brief introduction will be followed by
open discussion. Place: Temple Emanuel Social Hall RSVP to the Temple Office 616-459-5976



mailto:albertmlewis@att.net
tel:616-570-1742
tel:616-570-1742
mailto:WeingartenChana@gmail.com
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Life cycle times, both happy and sad, are traditional times Th .
ank you for supporting the

to make donations to Jewish causes. You can make a dona-
tion of $10 or more to the Jewish Federation of Grand GI’&I]dR&pIdS]CW]S]] COIHIHllIth_V
Rapids in honor or in memory of members of our community.
We then will acknowledge that donation with a card to that
individual or family. This is a wonderful way to send your
good wishes and be able to fulfill the mitzvah of tzedakah. | Woman of Valor Endowment Fund
Please be sure to indicate what the occasion is and who is
to receive the card. Please specify which of the following
funds you would like your donation to be credited to: In honor of Dr. Polly Panitz
Woman of Valor Fund From Julian and Judith Joseph
To honor the women in our lives who have made a
difference personally, locally or nationally.

Federation General Endowment/L’'Dor Vador Fund In honor of Dr. Mary Njegovan
To help ensure the continued work of the Jewish Federation From Julian and Judith Joseph
of Grand Rapids for now and the future.
Julian and Judith Joseph Fund

To provide for local programming and events through the | In honor of Ms. Elisa Joseph Anders
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids. From Julian and Judith Joseph
David and Susan Samrick Youth Scholarship Fund

To provide scholarships to Jewish sleep away camps and

experiences. In honor of Juliet Dragos

Chuck and Maxine Shapiro Fund From Diane Ginsburg

To help ensure long-term aid to Israel and Jews around the

world.

Louis and Louise Weiner Fund Fooo** e % A o> %

To help ensure local programming for seniors in the Grand o
Rapids Jewish Community. \
Jerry and Judy Subar Fund

o
OO
o
oO I OOO 4‘

(@]
To help ensure funding for overseas Jewish communities’ e
needs. , ,
Leven Family Fund P /%& a t/‘//alfe ///ft So
To establish and provide Jewish facilities, and support 6“, Dy
for cooperative programming among the congregations lo 4 l; '{0”0" o RMﬂﬂd/;Z&
that support Jewish education for our youth. C) 6o
Sam and Jane Kravitz Social Services Fund f/"/é/{df’ d/(d /0(/6/ ones,
To support Jewish social services in Grand Rapids. © o
Donna G. Boorstein Memorial Fund ° °
To help ensure funding for Jewish arts, culture and history

in Greater Grand Rapids. ° 2
Lois and Sheldon Kahn Health Help Fund To support \ioooff o9 o o o9 o %OJ
health services for Jewish community members not covered
by other financial resources.

JFGR Endowment Fund Donation Form 4%
Donation from: Name Fund (pick from list)
Donor Address In honor of.
Donor City/St/Zip In memory of.
Send card to: Name Notes:
Send card to address Send your donation and this form to:

Send card to City/St/Zip 2727 Michigan NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49506
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