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We are still accepting donations,
so please call now!

$402,049 gifts
from
354 donors

*over $4,000 of matching grant funds are still
available for ANY new or increased gift*

MATCHING GIFTS

*Any new gift or increase is matched dollar for dollar by a challenge grant.
The Louis and Helen Padnos Foundation has made a matching grant commitment
for new gifts and increases in contributions. The Hy and Greta Berkowitz
Foundation has also made a matching grant commitment for new gifts and
increases in contributions from donors age 49 and under. Payments can be
made by cash, check, credit card or stock. Pay in full or set up installments. You
can even pay online at www.JewishGrandRapids.org . The Jewish Federation of
Grand Rapids is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.

STAFF: Executive Director: Marisa Reed, ext. 207, marisa@jfgr.org | Director of Social Service Resources: Ann Berman, ext. 206, ann@jfgr.org | Director of
Donor Relations: Cathy Winick, ext. 204, cathy@jfgr.org | Director of Programming: Marisa Krishef, ext 205, markay @jfgr.org

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN

Live Generously.

Please cut out this pledge card, fill it in and send it to 4 \\
the Federation office.

4} Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids
)\ 2727 Michigan NE

Grand Rapids, MI 49506

(616) 942-5553 info@jfgr.org
www.jfgr.org

I HEREBY PLEDGE TO THE FEDERATION
ANNUAL CAMPAIGN THE SUM OF: $

DONOR’S SIGNATURE

Name
Method of Payment: [ Check O Stock (Please Identify)
Address Please Charge my: [ MasterCard [ Visa
. . D Discover D American Express
City State Zip P
Phone: Email: Card Number

JFGR is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization

Exp. Date: Security (CVS) code:


http://www.jewishgrandrapids.org/
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JEFGR 2019 Mission Trip to Israel by cachy Winick

Recently a group of sixteen Grand Rapidians visited Israel, our first community mission trip since 2005.
We'll share some of the highlights here...

When we arrived at Ben Gurion Airport on Monday, January 14, we were met by our personal tour guide, Marty
Friedlander, and bus driver, Albert.

We headed to the city of Tel Aviv, with its rich history and beauty. We strolled the streets of Jaffa enjoying a variety
of lunch options. We ascended from the old port through the renovated alleyways to the Jaffa Overlook for an
introduction to Tel Aviv at the place where it all began!

We enjoyed a kosher meat dinner at the Tel Aviv restaurant Goshen with our guest speaker, Dr. Raviv Schwartz, a
social scientist with Hebrew University, who oriented us with a talk titled, Israel and the Zionist Dream.

Day Two began with an Israeli Breakfast at our hotel, Herod’s, directly on the Mediterranean Sea. | would define
Israeli Breakfast as the very best Sunday brunch buffet you have ever experienced. And we began each day this way.
With shakshuka, hot sahlab, fresh persimmons, halva, just to name a few of the exotic choices.

After breakfast we headed to a Jewish hostel to meet with David Siegel, former Consul General of Israel to the
Southwest United States, who wowed our group with his considerable knowledge with his topic, Israel Now-What Are
the Burning Issuesé

We then took in a quiet moment at the Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin Memorial. We strolled along Dizengoff Boulevard
to view examples of the Bauhaus architecture from the 1930s. We learned the local proliferation of the style that won
Tel Aviv recognition as a UNESCO World Heritage Site.

Our guide, Marty, then lead us on a LaDa'at Ethnic Tasting Tour, where we visited Levinsky Market vendors who shared
samples of their finest street foods with us, a foodies’ paradise. We walked along the newly-opened Independence
Trail in Tel Aviv that begins with the founding of Tel Aviv in 1909 and ends with the establishment of Israel in 1948.
On Day Three we had an early start, heading north along the coast to Caesarea, one of the Land of Israel's most
important landmarks, built during the Roman Period. We explored the Herodian theater and new excavations along
the Mediterranean shore. A beautiful day, with gusty winds that brought the waves right up the base of the ruins.
We continued north to Central Galilee Partnership Region, to see some of the achievements and how the Federation
has impacted the lives of local residents. We stopped at Kfar Tikvah, Village of Hope, an inspirational residential
program for adults with disabilities. We visited the Tulip Winery, that is committed to providing employment and
dignity to the Kfar Tikvah residents. And, oh, their wines are ambrosiall

We then headed to Yemin Orde - IsraElite Young Women's Leadership Program for Immigrant Youth. Village Way
Educational Initiatives (VWEI) was established in 2006 to transform struggling frameworks for immigrant and at-risk
youth into thriving educational communities. Several young soldiers, and soldiers-to-be spoke to us about the
importance of this program in their lives.

Dinner followed at Kehillat Nigun Halev where we met informally with members of the community.

On Day Four, we bade adieu to Tel Aviv, and headed south to Jerusalem. Our first stop was a tour of Susan's House,
which changes the lives of some of Jerusalem's most troubled teens by empowering them to take charge of their future
through business entrepreneurship. Here, alienated and at-risk 15- to 18-year-olds regain trust in themselves and
others as they work under the guidance of Israeli artists to create beautiful crafts. Many of us purchased some lovely
souvenirs, and performed a mitzvah at the same time.

Then we met with Rina Goldberg, the managing director of external relations and special projects in the Jewish
Federations of North America (JFNA) Jerusalem, regarding the work of JFNA in Israel.

Later, we headed to the Jewish Agency for Israel’s (JAFI) Global Service Center and learned about the Aliya Hotline.
Then we went to Yad Vashem, the Jewish National Memorial of the six million Jewish victims of the Holocaust. The
museum visit was one of the most emotional times for our group in all of Israel.

After dinner, we took a late-night walking tour of the Western Wall Tunnel, the underground continuation of the
Temple Mount's Western Wall.

On Day Five, that morning we met with Tehila Nachalon, Board Member of the Yerushalmit Movement that is working
to build a vibrant, inclusive, civil society in Jerusalem.

Continues on page 6
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From the White House Seder to Your Seder!

Learn and taste some delicious new tW|sts on Tradltlonal
Seder foods!

Sunday, April 14,
2.00to 4.'00pm
Ahavas Israel
White House Guest Passover Chef
Susan Barocas

Joinus on as we welcome Susan Barocas, Guest Chef for the 2014, 2015, and 2016 White
House Seders! Susan will regale us with stories about the White House Seders and
demonstrate some of her innovative seder recipes.

Susan helped launch the Jewish Food Experience® asiits first Project Director following
severalyears as Director of the Washington Jewish Film Festival. Susan writes, teaches,
and talks about food and also produces documentary film and consults with film festivals!

After the demonstration, we will get to taste Susan’s delicious creations!

Admission: $15

For more information or to rsvp please call Marisa K at 616-942-5553 or email her at
markay@jfgr.org
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21st Annual
Grand Rapids Jewish

Film Festival

Sunday, April 28 — Thursday, May 2nd,
2019

2019 marks the 21t year for the Jewish Film Festival. The Film Festival committee is busy screening films and planning
special programming to make sure this year's festival is spectacular! We hope you will join us when the festival
brings our community together for five days of cultural enlightenment and entertainment. In the meantime, your
opportunity for sponsorship is at hand.

Individual Sponsors Get Great Benefits

Director: ($500) Receive two Flex Passes (16) admissions), recognition in all publications, and
four admissions to all private receptions, dinners and events.

Producer: ($250) Receive two Flex Passes (16 admissions), recognition in all publications, and
two admissions to all private receptions, dinners and events.

Actor: ($100) Receive one season punch card (8 admissions) and recognition in the program
booklet.

Film Fan: If you would like to financially support the Jewish Film Festival and do not see a
sponsorship that interests you, please feel free to send a contribution in any amount to the Fed-
eration office. You name will be listed in the program booklet.

Jewish Film Festival Mission Statement:

The mission of the Jewish Film Festival of Grand Rapids is to entertain and educate. The festival uses the power of film
to challenge conventional perspectives on complex and dynamic issues facing the Jewish people and the community as
a whole. It also provides a forum for the Grand Rapids community to dialogue with filmmakers, producers, writers,
and expert panelists.

Yes! | would like to be a Film Festival Sponsor

NAME: PHONE:

ADDRESS: EMAIL:

___ Film Festival Director ($500) ___Film Festival Fan (Please indicate dollar amount)
__ Film Festival Producer ($250) __ Flex Pass ($36)

___ Film Festival Actor ($100)

Mail this form and your check to:
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids
2727 Michigan NE, Grand Rapids, Ml 49506
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Federation Hebmany 201
What’s Happening Retirees Lunch Bunch will gather at
February 2019 Ahavas Israel for
Cultural Council 50th Year Celebration A SpeCIaI Israel travelogue from
9 With Maxwell Street Klezmer Band members of our community
At Cascade Hills Country Club recent mission tl'lp
7:30pm
P Thursday, February 28
Judi begi t Chabad . .
6 e P & e Lunch will be catered Mediterranean
No UJS
17 mid-winter break Style food.
21 Ahavas Book Club 6:30pm 11:30am
Cost: $10
Scholar-in-Residence Weekend . )
22 Temple Emanuel 6:00pm RSVP by calling 616-942-5553 or email
ann@)jfgr.org. Rides available upon request with
Scholar-in-Residence Weekend your reservation.
23 Ahavas Israel 9:30am
Kiddush Lunch 12:30pm
Scholar-in-Residence Weekend
24 Temple Emanuel 10:00am
Retirees Lunch Bunch at
28 Ahavas Israel 11:30am
Continted-onpage>

We then rode Jerusalem's light rail system, starting at the Pisgat Ze'ev neighborhood, continuing through the Arab
villages of Shuafat and Beit Hanina and ultra-Orthodox area of Ramot Eshkol, and ending at the Old City. We saw
first-hand the mosaic and diversity of the Jerusalem population. Our guide discussed the differences between East and
West Jerusalem and the ongoing struggles between the city's different communities.

Later, Rabbi Krishef led us in a Pre-Kabbalat Shabbat service at the egalitarian section of the Western Wall. A festive
Shabbat dinner back at our hotel, the Dan Panorama, led to leisurely conversations until nearly midnight.

On Day Six, We had the choice of passing Shabbat on our own or at various services within walking distance.

Our group reconvened for Havdallah service at Ben Kodesh Lechol, overlooking Jaffa Gate. Afterward, we headed
around the corner to the Tower of David Museum where the walls of the Citadel serve as a stage for the new Night
Spectacular show - a celebration of sight and sound depicting the story of Jerusalem.

The Kedma restaurant at the Mamila Mall welcomed our group as we dined and shared our wonderful reminiscences of
the unforgettable events of the week. We hope you will join us next time!
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Congregation Ahavas Israel, Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids, & Temple Emanuel
host

2019 Scholar-in-Residence Weekend

Friday, February 22

Temple Emanuvel
Erev Shabbat Service 6:00 PM
Autonomy and Authority — What Still Claims Us2 6:30 PM
A hearty Oneg Shabbat will follow the lecture.

Saturday, February 23

Congregation Ahavas Israel
Shabbat Service 9:30 AM
Kiddush Lunch 12:30 PM
(reservations required 616-949-2840 or office@ahavasisraelgr.org)
Why Does God Matter Now? 12:45 PM

Sunday, February 24

Temple Emanuvel
Bagels and Coffee 10:00 AM
The Meaning of this Hour: On Jewish Ethics in Times of Distress 10:30 AM

Rabbi Dr. Rachel Sabath Beit-Halachmi

Rabbi Sabath serves the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion as
Assistant Professor of Jewish Thought and Ethics and is the National Director of
Recruitment and Admissions. For several years, Rabbi Sabath wrote a monthly
column in the Jerusalem Post and writes regularly for The Times of Israel, The

Huffington Post and other publications.

TEMPLE @ The Jewish Federation &ﬁﬁ%’z;ié’"zsme[

EMANUEL
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Beit Sefer B’yahad / United Jewish School

1715 East Fulton Grand Rapids, MI 49503
W Hasia Monselise School Director 616-459-5976 UJShasiamonselise@gmail.com
nite:
PR Melissa Weinhaus Assistant Director 616-459-5976 ujsmelissaweinhaus@gmail.com

www.unitedjiewishschool.org

UJS Board:

The school board is comprised of School closings: Please tune in to WZZM 13 and WOOD TV 8 for UJS

representatives from Ahavas Israel . . . . .

and Temple Emanuel. closings. It will be listed as United Jewish School.

Allyson Strauss  co chair You may also check their websites.

Alison Bernstein  co-chair

Rhonda Pappas

Rick Rinzler School Calendar

Paula Miller F : : .
ebruary 10 Music with Marc Rossio

Elisabeth Rosewall b y siew

Heidi Levy February 17 No school/Mid-winter break

February 24 Scholar in Residence/ 8h-10t grades

Plant Your Roots in Israel with trees for Tu B’shevat

On Tu’B’shevat we celebrate the New Year for trees.

We eat wonderful fruits that grow in Israel and we pray
for a fruitful year. Please join students all over the world
by planting a tree in Israel through Jewish National
Fund. Tzedakah monies at UJS for the month of
January and February will be sent to Israel to plant
trees. Go to www.jnf.org for more info.

CAN YOU BELIEVE THAT IT IS ALREADY TIME TO THINK ABOUT
SUMMER CAMP SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS!

Do you know a child who plans to attend a Jewish summer camp? They may qualify for a camp scholarship through the
David and Susan Samrick Youth Scholarship Fund. Applications are available online at www.jewishgrandrapids.org
ot upon request, and are due by March 15, 2019 Please contact the Jewish Federation at 616-942-5553.

Ann Berman

Director of Social Service Resources

Note: All applications will be reviewed by a Scholarship Commaittee and held in the strictest confidence.

Camnp Gan Israel
was founded in
1956 by the
Lubavitcher Rebbe,
Rabbi Menachem M.
Schneerson, of
ighteous memary,

* see the Tamarack Camps on next page for special Michigan resident only scholarships to their camp.

—] |

ABONIM DROR

Today the Camp
Gan Israel netwark
serves the Jewish
Warld with chapters

in mare than forty
countries,

Welcome to Michigan's premier Jewish summer camp


mailto:UJShasiamonselise@gmail.com
mailto:ujsmelissaweinhaus@gmail.com
http://www.unitedjewishschool.org
http://www.jnf.org

BEST. SUMMER. LVER!

“My summer at Camp Maas was unbelievable.
I made so many friends and enjoyed all
the crazy-fun activities at camp!”

- Asher, Second Year Camper

Contact Franki Bagdade for more information:
248.952.9028 or bagdade@tamarackcamps.com
www.tamarackcamps.com I
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BETZALEL ART GROUP

Thursdays,
2:30pm - 4:00pm at Ahavas Isra-
el, 2727 Michigan NE.
For further information contact Pat
Weller: 616-453-2954 or

patandfred @tds.net

- 6e¥ .. ¢

S reaYrive,
L

‘ to build friendships while

. | We are currently accepting donations

INTERFAITH AND
INTERWOVEN

Tuesday mornings 10:00am at
Temple Emanvel.
Please join women of all
ages (and handcraft \ 7
abilities) from all faith Q @
and non-faith traditions {nter faith]
nterQuwaven

our hands are engaged
in creating items for
ourselves, our families
and/or charitable organizations. Bring
knitting /crocheting supplies that you
have to use for yourself or to share.

of knitting and crocheting supplies
and washable yarn. For more
information please contact Deet at
deetnewman@gmail.com.

Temple Food Bankpdate

Who are the Temple Food Bank Clients? Every month we serve
around 45 clients who shop for themselves and their families.
Some clients come intermittently according to their needs, while
others depend on us every month. Some are seniors. Some are
unemployed. Others are employed, but do not earn enough to feed their
families. Consistently more than half of those benefitting from our food bank
are children and seniors. All clients meet the poverty guidelines established by
the USDA. We strive to provide all our clients with healthy choices and we
appreciate all those donors and volunteers who make this happen. Thank you.

Our next Food Bank distribution will be Wednesday, February 20t at 9:00
AM. Volunteers are always needed for around one hour of set up at 6:30pm
the evening before, and beginning at 8:30am the morning of. Contact Mary at
mcubed4300@gmail.com or Burt at bbach2137 @gmail.com.

Feed the
Community

Hadassah Book Club

We will be taking a winter
break. See you all in the i |
Spring!
Date: April 17th
Time: 4:00pm
Place: Diane Broomberg,
2865 Lake Drive SE,
616-949-6084
Book: The Art of Fielding
By Chad Harbach

Happy Reading in the winter
months to come! As always your

loyal Bookends

Sue Remes & Flory Silverstein



mailto:deetnewman@gmail.com
mailto:mcubed4300@gmail.com
mailto:bbach2137@gmail.com
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JLI ~ “Crime and Consequence”

Please join us for a remarkable six-week course from the
Rohr Jewish Learning Institute. To register today, visit
myJLl.com. Six Wednesday Evenings 7:30 - 9:00 p.m. |
Begins Wednesday, February 6™ At the Chabad House
2615 Michigan St. NE Fee: $99 (textbook included) |
$180 Sponsor. For more Info or to register, please
contact Rabbi Mordechai at 269-903-2770 or
Rabbihaller@chabadwestmichigan.com

Women's Torah & Tea

Join us for an insightful and thought-provoking discussion
on the weekly Torah portion. Drawing from the wisdom of
the classic biblical commentators and chassidic teachers,
the study group focuses on the relevance of the Torah’s
teaching to our modern day lives.

Monday Nights at 8pm. | for more info, please call
Nechamy at 616-828-2340.

CKids Club - Jerusalem’s Favorite

Tuesday, February 5th | 4:30-6:00pm

Make your own falafel, Israeli salad, and tahini.

For Jewish boys & girls, Ages 5-11 | at Chabad House
2615 Michigan NE

CTeen Junior - grades 6th -8th

Sunday, February 10th | Destination: Jerusalem our
home. Israel fest: Enjoy a falafel dinner, Israel arts and
crafts and more. Package goody bags to distribute d to
Israel soldiers.

CTeen Grand Rapids The place for ALL Jewish high
school teens! Part of the Fastest Growing Teen Network
in the World! Saturday February 9th | 7:30pm. Join us
for a Havdallah Pizza Party! (for High School Teens + 8th
graders) Sunday, February 10th | 11:30am.
Pre-Shabbaton meeting. A session for teens ant Parents.

For more information or to RSVP for CKids Club, CTeen
and CTeen Junior, please contact Rivka at 616-206-9654
Cteen International NYC Shabbaton

FEBRUARY 22RD . 24TH

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN! The International CTeen
Shabbaton is an annual weekend retreat for Jewish teens
from around the world. For the past ten years, thousands
of teens have forged new friendships while experiencing
a meaningful Shabbat, all in one of the most exciting
cities in the world- New York City. To find out more about
this amazing trip or to sign up, call or message Rivka at
616-206-9654

THE SHOFAR
January 2019

Abhavas Israel

Ahavas Israel Book group
The next meeting of the Ahavas Israel reading group will
be Thursday, February 21 at 6:30pm. Our next book
selection is People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks
In 1996, Hanna Heath, an Australian rare-book expert, is
offered the job of a lifetime: analysis and conservation of
the famed Sarajevo Haggadah, which has been rescued
from Serb shelling during the Bosnian war. Priceless and
beautiful, the book is one of the earliest Jewish volumes
ever to be illuminated with images. When Hanna, a
caustic loner with a passion for her work, discovers a
series of tiny artifacts in its ancient binding—an insect
wing fragment, wine stains, salt crystals, a white hair—
she begins to unlock the book’s mysteries. The reader is
ushered into an exquisitely detailed and atmospheric
past, tracing the book’s journey from its salvation back to
its creation.

Inspired by a true story, People of the Book is at once
a novel of sweeping historical grandeur and intimate
emotional intensity, an ambitious, electrifying work by an
acclaimed and beloved author. For more information,
please contact Leah Saver @ leahsaver@live.com.
or 616-805-3778.

Save the Date - Shabbat Experience Dinner,
Friday, March 29, 6:15 p.m.

Kick off Spring Break by relaxing with some good food,
good wine, and good friends, at Ahavas Israel.

Save the Date - “Take Me Out to the Ball Park”

Purim Celebration, Wednesday, March 20
Cadillac of Raffles Drawing - 7:00 p.m.
Purim Celebration - 7:30 p.m.

Your Opinion Matters & Brunch is a monthly
debate moderated and hosted by Jim Siegel. Every
month he selects a hot topic and serves it up with a hot
meal. The next YOM & Brunch will be Sunday, February
17t at 10:30 AM. The topic is a continuation of the
December debate. In December we talked about modern
day victims. Jews have been victims for much of their
History. How have they dealt with it2 RSVP to Jim

at JimS@Siegellewelers.com so he knows how many to
cook for.

Temple Emanuel



mailto:leahsauer@live.com
mailto:JimS@SiegelJewelers.com
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Endowment anuary 2019
Life cycle times, both happy and sad, are traditional times to nank you f‘OI. SllppOIﬁI]g’ t[]e

make donations to Jewish causes. You can make a donation of

$10 or more to the Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids in Gmnd Rapl'dsjem:gh Commumb,

honor or in memory of members of our community. We then

will acknowledge that donation with a card to that individual
or family. This is a wonderful way to send your good wishes . . .
and be able to fulfill the mitzvah of tzedakah. Louis & Louise Weiner Fund
Please be sure to indicate what the occasion is and who is to
receive the card. Please specify which of the following funds

you would like your donation to be credited to: In memory of Margit Sarne
Woman of Valor Fund From David Sarne and Family
To honor the women in our lives who have made a
difference personally, locally or nationally. .
Federation General Endowment/L’Dor Vador Fund In honor of SYIVla Hofﬁnge?r

To help ensure the continued work of the Jewish From Eve and Nelson Rider
Federation of Grand Rapids for now and the future.
Julian and Judith Joseph Fund

To provide for local programming and events through the . .
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids. Charles and Maxine Shaplro

David and Susan Samrick Youth Scholarship Fund Endowment Fund

To provide scholarships to Jewish sleepaway camps and

experiences.
Chock ond Maxine Shabire Fund In honor of the engagement of Hanna

To help ensure long-term aid to Israel and Jews around SChlGSll’lgGI’ and Drew Sahsbury

the world. From Chuck and Maxine Shapiro
Louis and Lovise Weiner Fund

To help ensure local programming for seniors in the
Grand Rapids Jewish Community.

Jerry and Judy Subar Fund R I T T e e e e e e ]
To help ensure funding for overseas Jewish communities’ I
needs.

Leven Family Fund

To establish and provide Jewish facilities, and support for
cooperative programming among the congregations that
support Jewish education for our youth.

\
|
|
\
l
Sam and Jane Kravitz Social Services Fund i %fl #0””"; /%Rﬂﬂd/;l&
‘0%
|
|
\
|
|

Meake a tribute ///ft lo

Donna G. Boorstein Memorial Fund

To help ensure funding for Jewish arts, culture and history
in Greater Grand Rapids.

Lois and Sheldon Kahn Health Help Fund

To support health services for Jewish community members
not covered by other financial resources.

To support Jewish social services in Grand Rapids.
fﬁ/’@/{/&’ and toved ones,

__________________________________________ ri"i—_"é’_—_"5_—_"""_—_"@_—_"5_—_“3_—_“i—_"i—_"if"if’if"if"if"if"ﬁf"ﬁT"ET"ET%"j
JFGR Endowment Fund Donation Form
Donation from: Name Fund (pick from list)
Donor Address In honor of.
Donor City/St/Zip In memoty of.
Send catd to: Name Notes:
Send card to address Send your donation and this form to:

Send catd to City/St/Zip 2727 Michigan NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49506
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Cultural Council 50th Year
Anniversary
Celebration

/77 Cultural Council of

v == The Jewish Federation Feb. 211(1
" ¢ ,of Grand Rapids

7 :30pm
See cover for more information
or log onto our website to order your tickets
www.jewishgrandrapids.org




