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Our Mission 

Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids unites the local Jewish 
community to sustain and strengthen Jews locally, in     

Israel, and around the world. 

 

This mission is accomplished by providing services to the 

community and through fundraising and allocation efforts.  

Inside this issue: 

Like Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids   

on Facebook! 

Federation News 1-3 

Cultural Council 5 

Community 6-9 

Senior News 4 

United Jewish School 8 

Congregational 9-10 

Endowment 11 

December  2018 



Dear Jewish community, 

   As I welcome family and friends to my home for          

Thanksgiving and dust off the Chanukah decorations, I sit 

and ponder what is most meaningful to me in my life.    

Without question, the answer is my children and their Jewish 

future.  The little ones in my life 

help to remind me of the big role that Federation 

plays in assisting with their maturation.   

   I am thankful to the community, the bulwarks of 

which are built by the Federation.  Specifically, 

schools and shuls of Grand Rapids that allow our 

community to feel strength and to grow stronger   

together.  These edifices and what they represent 

would struggle without our help and without the help  

of the Jewish Federation.  Please help us to keep 

this community vibrant.    

Kind regards, 

Daren B. Shavell 

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN 
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids 

2727 Michigan NE 

Grand Rapids, MI 49506 

(616) 942-5553   info@jfgr.org 

            www.jfgr.org 

Live Generously. 

Name  ________________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________ 

City________________________ State_______ Zip__________     

Phone:_____________________  Email:___________________ 

JFGR is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization 

Please cut out this pledge card, fill it in and send it to  
the Federation office. 
 
I HEREBY PLEDGE TO THE FEDERATION 

ANNUAL CAMPAIGN THE SUM OF: $___________ 

 

__________________________________________________ 

DONOR’S SIGNATURE 

Method of Payment:     Check                   Stock (Please Identify) 

Please Charge my:      MasterCard           Visa 

               Discover         American Express 

______________________________________________________________ 

Card Number 

Exp. Date:  __________      Security (CVS) code:  __________ 
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December 2018 Federation 

STAFF: Executive Director: Marisa Reed, ext. 207, marisa@jfgr.org | Director of Social Service Resources: Ann Berman, ext. 206, ann@jfgr.org | Director of 

Donor Relations: Cathy Winick, ext. 204, cathy@jfgr.org | Director of Programming: Marisa Krishef, ext 205, markay@jfgr.org 

Jewish Federation of 
Grand Rapids 
2727 Michigan NE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49506 
616.942.5553 
616.942.5780 fax 
info@jfgr.org 
www.jfgr.org 
 
Officers 
Chair 
Marni Vyn 
Vice Chairs 
Dan Hurwitz 
Judith Joseph 
Greg Kaufman 
Karen Padnos 
Claude Titche 
 
Past Chair 
David Alfonso  
 
Executive Director 
Marisa Reed 
 
Board of Directors 
Davida Dennen 
Cary Fleischer 
Leigh Rapaport 
Daren Shavell 
Audrey Sundstrom 
Lanny Thodey 
Chad Zagel 
 
Ex-Officio Members 
Congregation Ahavas Israel 
Rabbi David Krishef 
Barbara Wepman, President 
 
Temple Emanuel 
Rabbi Michael Schadick 
Edie Landman, President 
 
Chabad House 
of Western Michigan 
Rabbi Yosef Weingarten 

$173,779  
From 

 161 donors 



Mimi Sarne 

My brothers and I grew up in Grand Rapids, and after college we moved to other cities. My mom, a Holocaust survivor, 
grew to love the West Michigan area. As time passed, our once strong and independent mother began showing signs 
of physical decline. For my mother, moving to live closer to us or into a senior home was never an option that she would 
consider. The upheaval from the many forced mandates to move during her youth and early adult years, caused her to 

especially cherish the freedom to live on her own terms. My first        
association with the Jewish Federation was through my mother. She   
always was excited to attend their monthly lunch bunches, or programs. 
When she no longer could drive, the Federation would drive her to  
doctors’ appointments and social outings. Then came the time when my 
mom was physically unable to live in her own home, which was one of 
her deepest concerns. On behalf of the Federation, Ann Berman put my 
mom in touch with tradespeople who could redesign her bathroom and 
add a ramp to her home. They also discussed options for home care, all 
of which gave my mother what she really wanted – a chance to live with 

dignity in her own home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Margit Sarne 
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WHY JEWISH FEDERATION of GRAND RAPIDS?  
TESTIMONIALS  FOR  100  DAYS OF IMPACT  

Mario Atias 

The Jewish Federation is for me a place where the Jewish people in the area can 

meet, socialize, help one another and enjoy culture and knowledge with Jewish      

content.  Since every person may see a different role for the Jewish Federation, I feel 

that it is important to support this organization in whole and enable it to carry out its 

various activities, adjusting its mission as needs and desires change. In particular, I 

feel that in these times of social and economic polarization, it is our duty to support 

the activities of the Jewish Federation directed at the less fortunate among us.  The    

Federation gives me a sense of belonging and a good feeling that I am doing my 

part, however small, to further its goals.                               

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mario and Talia Atias 

Sandi Simms 

It’s hard to summarize my experience in Israel. I never imagined I would have     
embarked on this incredible journey when my dear friend Marni Vyn proposed the    
opportunity over lunch. The work that is being done with the Detroit Federation and 
the amazing Partnership in the Central Gallilee Region is truly remarkable. It goes 
way farther than the Jewish Federation supporting programs in the region, it is so 
much about the transcendent power of human connections and forming bonds of 
love and friendship. To me, these are the seeds of peace, and I have seen with my 
own eyes the impact of the incredible individuals on both sides who reach over the     
divide and find a way to build a society where respect, help, and acceptance is   
given and received. If anything else, this trip has renewed my faith that humanity 
can and will prevail. These are just my first thoughts and I see more coming. I thank 
the Detroit Federation, too, for investing in us (Marni and myself) and bringing Grand Rapids back to the table. We 

both look forward to the good things that will come.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sandi Simms 



 

Federation December   2018 
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50th Anniversary Celebration 
of Jewish Cultural Council! 
Featuring the Maxwell Street Klezmer 

Band! 
Saturday, Feb. 2, at 7:30 pm 

Cascade Hills Country Club 

A fun evening out with dancing and delicious food! 

Cultural Council of                                   
The Jewish Federation                              
of  Grand Rapids 

Annual “Senior Lunch Bunch” Chanukah luncheon 

This year Chanukah is 

early! 

Thursday, December 6th 

12:15pm until 1:30pm 

Temple Emanuel 

1715 East Fulton 

Cost: $10 

RSVP by Thursday November 29th 

616-942-5553 or email ann@jfgr.org 

 

We will gather for a dairy lunch catered by 

eatEGR (yes we will have latkes)   

 

East Grand Rapids High School Madrigal singers 

will perform for us! 

 

Rides available - please request when you make your reservation. 



 

Rabbi Dan Horwitz is the Founding Director of The Well, an inclusive Jewish community-building outreach 
initiative geared to the needs of young adults and those who haven’t connected with traditional institutions 

in the Detroit area.  
 

Rabbi Dan has taught all over the world and is a sought-after educator who believes that Judaism should 

above all add meaning to our lives and be a source of joy! 

He will speak to us in his engaging and witty style while he imparts how ancient Jewish wisdom is  relevant 

(and fun)!                                                         
                                                       Light refreshments will be served.  

Gesundheit        
Moments 

in Judaism  
With Rabbi Dan Horwitz 

 
Thursday, January 10, 2018 

6:30pm 
Temple Emanuel 
1715 East Fulton 

 
Admission: $15 

 

For more information call (616)942-5553  

or email markay@jfgr.org 

                                     

December  2018 Cultural Council 
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December 2018 Community 

Celebrate the First Night of Chanukah 
Sunday, December 2nd 

The Entire Jewish Community is invited 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4:15 PM    Chanukah Party at Calder Plaza  
        sponsored by Chabad House of Western Michigan 

5:00 PM  Community Menorah Lighting at Calder Plaza 
5:30 PM   Concert by Nefesh Mountain at Temple Emanuel 

 
The amazing musicians of Nefesh Mountain are coming to Temple Emanuel for a 
bluegrass Chanukah concert!  

Throughout their music you can hear the foundational similarities between bluegrass and Jewish traditions, notably 

the lure of “home,” the love of nature and the comforts of a like- minded community. Jerusalem Ridge, Rocky Top, 

Flint Hill and Nefesh Mountain are clearly parts of the same eternal chain. 

 

We thank the Mickie and Tom Fox Family Endowment Fund for underwriting the cost of this concert.  

  

6:30 PM Brisket & Latkes Dinner 
Following the concert we invite everyone to bring their menorahs and 2 candles to join us for a latke and brisket  

dinner and  menorah lighting at 6:30 PM.  Kosher (cooked at Chabad) & Vegetarian meals available upon request! 

 

$20 Adult   $10 Children (ages 6 to 13)    
Children under age 6 are free  $50 maximum per family 

For questions call Temple at 616-459-5976 



 

December 2018 
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Community 
sponsored by the Religious Life Committee Please join us for 

2018 Congregation Ahavas Israel’s 

Annual Hanukkah Dinner 

Wednesday, December 5, 2018 at 6 pm 

Come enjoy a satisfying Chicago Dog with ALL the fixings and THE bun, with a side of 

Ahavas Israel latkes. Top it off with 7-Layer Cake. Vegan, gluten & dairy free options. 

Spearheaded by our own Allyson Strauss, with latkes by our talented men. 

 

Bring your Hanukkiah & candles to light with other Ahavas Israel families. 

Children bring a Hanukkiah that YOU have made for a chance to win a prize! 

 

Cost: $8 adults/$6 children (pre B’nai Mitvah) children under 3 free Family Maximum $25 

Reservation Deadline: November 28, 2018 
Please be considerate of our office manager, Deb, and the volunteers organizing and preparing 

this popular event by being prompt and timely in making your reservations by sending in this form. 

 

Congregation Hanukkah Dinner Reservations 
 

Name: 
 

Number of Adults Number of Children under 5 under 13    

YES! - I can help with: Cooking / Setup Su. 12/1 @ 1 pm Dinner Prep on Wed. 12/5 @ 4 pm Cleanup 

Phone: e-mail:    
 

RESERVATION DEADLINE: November 28, 2018 
Please send checks (payable to Ahavas Israel) to: 

Ahavas Israel - Hanukkah Dinner 

2727 Michigan NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49506 

Your check is your reservation. 

Questions: Elisabeth Rosewall 616-235-3508 or 

eClaireRosewall@gmail.com 
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                      December 2018 United Jewish School  

December 23: No school / Winter break 

December 30: No school/ Winter break  

Beit Sefer B’yahad / United Jewish School 
1715 East Fulton Grand Rapids, MI 49503 

            Hasia Monselise School Director 616-459-5976  UJShasiamonselise@gmail.com   

                                      Melissa Weinhaus Assistant Director 616-459-5976   ujsmelissaweinhaus@gmail.com 

www.unitedjewishschool.org 

Chanukah Celebration December 2nd  

 11:45-12:30 
We invite all parents and guests to come and join our 
Chanukah Celebration at Temple Emanuel.  We will 
have music, menorah lighting, a menorah building 
contest with prizes, donuts (sufganiyot) and lots of fun! 

UJS Mitzvah Mall Nov 11th thru Dec 2nd  
Instead of buying gifts this holiday season that collect dust 
or are put in a closet and forgotten, parents and their      
children will have the opportunity “shop” at the Mitzvah 
Mall. This year’s students have chosen to support the      
following non-profit  organizations: Israel Guide Dog   
Center, Anti-Defamation League (ADL), Ronald McDonald 
House of Grand Rapids, and Hebrew Immigrant Aid      
Society (HIAS).  Families will shop together and make    
donations on behalf of friends, family or others on their 
holiday gift list, “buying” a gift that keeps on giving.  All 
donations are $5 and are a great way to say “thank you” 
or “have a great year.” Shoppers will receive decorative 
gift cards to present to the person in whose honor the gift 
was  purchased. The card will indicate that a donation has 
been made to provide a specific service. What a great 
way to do a mitzvah- by resisting holiday consumerism, 
doing good deeds, bestowing a wonderful gift, and    
having fun doing it!   Honor your friends and               
family and the others you will be helping.  Together we 

can help Repair the World –    Tikkun Olam.  

December 9th 12:30pm–2:30pm 
“Community Chanukah Bowling 

Party” 
At Fairlanes  

3335 Fairlanes Ave SW Grandville, MI 49418             
 

What a fun way to celebrate with the 

community!  The UJS children will receive 

lunch, shoe rental and enjoy many fun 

activities.  All parents and guests are 

welcome.  This event is free for all students 

and staff of UJS.   

Children: $5.00 for lunch & bowling 

             (up to 18 years old). 

Adults:    $ 6.00 Kosher lunch  

        $ 4.00 bowling                             
  

For additional information:

 ujshasiamonselise@gmail.com  

Hanukkah 

Celebration 
Sunday, December 2 

11:45 - 12:30 at Temple Emanuel 

 

SUFGANIYOT 

DONUTS! 

MUSIC WITH 

MARC ROSSIO! 

MENORAH 

BUILDING 

CONTEST  

WITH PRIZES! 

 

All UJS Families and Guests are invited 

mailto:UJShasiamonselise@gmail.com
mailto:ujsmelissaweinhaus@gmail.com
http://www.unitedjewishschool.org
mailto:ujshasiamonselise@gmail.com
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December 2018 Community/Congregational 

You shop. 

Smile Amazon gives. 

 Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of 
your eligible AmazonSmile purchase to 
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids 

whenever you shop AmazonSmile. 

 AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you 
know. Same products, same prices, same 

service. 

 Support your charitable organization by 
starting your shopping at 
smile.amazon.com and choose Jewish 
Federation of Grand Rapids as your 

charity. 

Temple Emanuel 

INTERFAITH AND INTERWOVEN  
Tuesday  mornings 10:00am at Temple Emanuel. 

Please join women of all ages (and                
handcraft abilities) from all faith and            
non-faith traditions to build friendships while our 
hands are engaged in creating items for       
ourselves, our families and/or charitable       
organizations. Bring knitting/crocheting supplies 
that you have to use for yourself or to share.  

We are currently accepting donations of knitting and crochet-
ing supplies and washable yarn. For more information please 
contact Deet at deetnewman@gmail.com. 

Food Bank 
Thank you to all who gave so generously 
to the Food Bank so that we could        
purchase the makings of a traditional     
Thanksgiving dinner for all our clients in 
addition to their regular monthly           
distribution on November 14th.  We served 
57 families that include 68 children and 34 

elderly people.   
 
Our next Food Bank distribution will be on Wednesday, 
December 19th at 9:00 AM.  Volunteers will be needed at 
6:30 the night before and at 8:30 the morning of to help 
set up our provisions. If you would like to help, please 
contact Mary at mcubed4300@gmail.com or Burt at 
bbach2137@gmail.com 

Ahavas Israel  

BETZALEL ART GROUP  
Thursdays,  2:30pm - 4:00pm at Ahavas 
Israel, 2727 Michigan NE.  For further    

information contact Pat Weller: 616-453-2954 or 

patandfred@tds.net 

Se’udah Shelisheet 
 Please join us late on the afternoon of December 1 at 
4:45 p.m. for the Shabbat afternoon service (minha) a 
little food, the evening service (ma'ariv), and havdalah. 
The evening will conclude about 15 minutes following the 
havdalah time for that week, approximately 6:15.  To 
sponsor the Seudah for $36, please contact the           
synagogue office. We look forward to your presence 
and participation. 
 

The Role of Torah 
What should the role of Torah be in the life of a Jew to-
day? Does the traditional answer, that the Torah contains 
a set of obligations that each Jew must follow to be in 
accord with “God’s will,” work for you? If not, how do 
you make coherent and consistent decisions about what in 
Torah is, or is not, important? 
 

Please join us for this discussion, hosted by Jack Finn. Sun-
day, December 16, 4:00 p.m., 31 Somerset Dr. NE. RSVP 
to Jack Finn, 451-0256 or finnj3432@hotmail.com; or 
Rabbi Krishef, Rabbi@ahavasisraelgr.org or             
616-949-2840. 
 

The Shabbat Experience 
What do people outside of a narrow slice of our        
congregation know about a traditional Shabbat         
experience? Are you interested in exploring a teaching 
program presenting some aspect or aspects of Shabbat 
or Shabbat services to a potential audience of Jews and 
beyond? Please join Jack Finn and Rabbi Krishef for a 
meeting at 1:30 on Thursday, December 20, 7:00 p.m. at 
Ahavas Israel. RSVP to Rabbi Krishef,                              
Rabbi@ahavasisraelgr.org or 616-949-2840, if you are 
interested, even if you cannot make this meeting. 

Your Opinion Matters & Brunch  
Join chef and moderator Jim Siegel for a hot meal and 
debate of a hot-button issue on Sunday, December 16th 
at 10:00 AM. The topic for this month:  When does      
victimhood no longer serve the goals as originally stated?  
Does affirmative action become a negative as previously 
disadvantaged groups make progress towards equality?  
RSVP to Jim Siegel at jims@siegeljewelers.com or contact 

the Temple Office so that we know how many to cook for.   

mailto:deetnewman@gmail.com
mailto:mcubed4300@gmail.com
mailto:bbach2137@gmail.com
mailto:finnj3432@hotmail.com
mailto:Rabbi@ahavasisraelgr.org
mailto:Rabbi@ahavasisraelgr.org
mailto:jims@siegeljewelers.com


Menorah workshop at the Home Depot  
Build your own Menorah! | Free Workers Apron! | Music &  
Refreshments! | Fun for the whole family! 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25TH, 2018 | 2:00PM-4:00PM 
4646 28th St SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49512 
No Charge 
 

Jewish Woman’s Circle 
The Jewish Women's Circle invites you to join us for our pre-
Chanukah program. Create an exquisite mosaic Menorah tray; 
enjoy delicious Chanukah goodies, and a great night out with 
the JWC. THURDAY, NOVEMBER 29TH  |  7:30PM  
RSVP - Nechamy at 616-828-2340. 
 

Daily Menorah Lighting Downtown at the Calder Plaza 
SUNDAY, DEC. 2nd (Grand Menorah Lighting!) • 4:15-5:15PM 
MONDAY, DEC. 3RD  – THURSDAY DECEMBER 6TH • 5:00PM  
FRIDAY, DEC. 7TH • 3:00PM 
SATURDAY, DEC. 8TH • 7:00PM   
SUNDAY, DEC. 9TH • 5:00PM 
 

Menorah at Woodland Mall  
SUNDAY, DEC. 2ND  - MONDAY, DEC. 10TH 

  

Grand Menorah Lighting & Fire Show Downtown @ Calder 
Plaza (351 Ottawa Ave NW) 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2ND • 4:15PM 
Come celebrate the FIRST night of Chanukah together! Lively 
Chanukah music, Sufganiot (donuts), Hot delicious latkes,      
Chanukah Gelt, Exciting entertainment, and more!! 
Menorah lighting at 5:00pm | Fun for the whole family! 
Followed by Temple Emanuel’s Chanukah concert at 5:30pm! 
(1715 E. Fulton St) 
 

CTeen Grand Rapids 
The place for ALL Jewish high school teens! 
Part of the Fastest Growing Teen Network in the World! 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2ND • 2:00-4:00PM 
CTeen Chanukah Bash followed by the Grand Menorah     
Lighting, downtown at the Calder Plaza! (Pickup downtown) 
 

CTeen Junior (Grades 6TH-8TH) 

Take off for our journey of flying around the world to make a 
difference! MONDAY, DECEMBER 3RD 2018 • 4:00-6:00PM 
Destination: Greece | Get "greecy" and oily as we get into the 
Chanukah spirit and enjoy delicious donuts and latkes. Bring a 
gift to be delivered to the sick children in Helen DeVos        
Children's Hospital wrap it up and decorate with your creativity 
and love. Learn how we can make a difference! 

CKids Club/Mini Chefs (Jewish boys & girls, Ages 5-11)  

Mini Chefs is a unique culinary experience that gives your     
children the opportunity to cook, bake and decorate fabulous 
Jewish themed foods and take home their own handmade    
creations. Experience the joy of Kosher Cooking!  
 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4TH  
“Latke Making” - Learn the tricks of Latke making just in time for 
Chanukah! 
Location: The Chabad House | Time: 4:30-6:00PM | $5       
Donation per session (includes light dinner) 
For more information about CTeen, CTeen Junior, or Kids Club, 
please contact Rivka @616-206-9654 
 

Chanukah Story Time at Barns and Nobles 
THURDAY, DECEMBER 6TH, 2018 • 4:00PM  
Get into the spirit of Chanukah! Come join us for a fun filled 
story hour with renowned storyteller,       
Mrs. Judy Subar. We will hear some Chanukah stories, Chanukah 
music, and enjoy some Chanukah gelt! 
At the Woodland Mall - 3195 28th St SE  
 

Latkes & Laughter/ Chanukah Party 
Join us for our Annual Latke Party! 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8TH | 7:30pm  
Come celebrate the 7th night of Chanukah with the whole    
Family! Hot Delicious Latkes, Sufganiot (donuts), Chanukah music, 
Chanukah crafts, Dreidel ride, games, Menorah lighting and 
more! At the Chabad House | 2615 Michigan St  
Cover charge: $5 | for more info or to RSVP call                  
616-957-0770 
 

Chanukah Bowling Party  
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 9TH  
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids, Chabad House of West 
Michigan, The United Jewish School  
Invites the entire community to the annual Chanukah Bowling 
Party! Location: 3335 Fairlanes Ave SW Grandville, MI 49418  
To RSVP and for additional information, call the Federation  
office: 616-942-5553 or email info@jfgr.org  
 

Cteen International NYC Shabbaton  
FEBRUARY 22RD - 24TH 
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN! 
The International CTeen Shabbaton is an annual weekend     
retreat for Jewish teens from around the world. For the past ten 
years, thousands of teens have forged new friendships while 
experiencing a meaningful Shabbat, all in one of the most    
exciting cities in the world- New York City. 
To find out more about this amazing trip or to sign up, call or 
message Rivka at 616-206-9654 

When:   Wednesday, December 12th 
Time:     4:00pm 
Where:   Karen Haight's 
              130 Maryland N.E. 
Phone:     (616)304-4946 (Please call Karen and let her 
know you will  be coming)  Thank you! 
 

Book to Read: THE TEA GIRL of HUMMING BIRD LANE   
                         By LISA SEE 
 

 
Where to find the Book? Schuler Books   
(616-942-2561) or your Local Library. 
Looking Forward to seeing you in the Chill's of Winter! 
Please don't forget to call Karen Haight, Thanks so much. 
 

Your Book Ends side buy side, 
Sue Remes  (616) 949 3505 
Flory Silverstein (616) 949-5766 

Chabad House 
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December 2018 Congregational 

Hadassah Book Club 



Donation from: Name__________________________________ Fund (pick from list)_________________________________ 

Donor Address _______________________________________ In honor of________________________________________ 

Donor City/St/Zip____________________________________ In memory of______________________________________ 

Send card to: Name____________________________________ Notes:____________________________________________ 

Send card to address___________________________________ Send your donation and this form to: 

Send card to City/St/Zip________________________________ 2727 Michigan NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49506 

JFGR Endowment Fund Donation Form 

Thank you for supporting the 
 Grand Rapids Jewish Community 
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August  2018 Endowment 
Life cycle times, both happy and sad, are traditional times to 
make donations to Jewish causes. You can make a donation of 
$10 or more to the Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids in  
honor or in memory of members of our community. We then  
will acknowledge that donation with a card to that individual 
or family. This is a wonderful way to send your good wishes 
and be able to fulfill the mitzvah of tzedakah. 
Please be sure to indicate what the occasion is and who is to 
receive the card. Please specify which of the following funds 
you would like your donation to be credited to: 

Woman of Valor Fund  
To honor the women in our lives who have made a        

difference personally, locally or nationally. 

Federation General Endowment/L’Dor Vador Fund  
To help ensure the continued work of the Jewish          

Federation of Grand Rapids for now and the future. 

Julian and Judith Joseph Fund  
To provide for local programming and events through the  

Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids. 

David and Susan Samrick Youth Scholarship Fund  
To provide scholarships to Jewish sleepaway camps and         

experiences. 

Chuck and Maxine Shapiro Fund  
To help ensure long-term aid to Israel and Jews around 

the world. 

Louis and Louise Weiner Fund  
To help ensure local  programming for seniors in the 

Grand Rapids Jewish Community. 

Jerry and Judy Subar Fund  
To help ensure funding for overseas Jewish communities’ 

needs. 

Leven Family Fund  
To establish and provide Jewish facilities, and support for   
cooperative programming among the congregations that    

support Jewish education for our youth. 

Sam and Jane Kravitz Social Services Fund   

To support Jewish social services in Grand Rapids. 
Donna G. Boorstein Memorial Fund                              
To help ensure funding for Jewish arts, culture and history 

in Greater Grand Rapids. 

Lois and Sheldon Kahn Health Help Fund                      
To support health services for Jewish community members 

not covered by other financial resources. 

Julian & Judith Joseph Endowment Fund 

    From Elisa Joseph and Steven Anders 
  

Federation General Endowment L’Dor Vador 
Fund 
In memory of Alan Pardo, father of Marisa Reed 
    From the Wikander Family 
  
In memory of Alan Pardo, father of Marisa Reed 
    From Ann Berman, Jessica Gillespie, Dafna Kaufman, 
  Marisa Krishef, & Cathy Winick 
  
In memory of Alan Pardo, father of Marisa Reed 
     From Kris Siegel 
  

Chuck and Maxine Shapiro Fund 
In honor of Chuck and Maxine Shapiro 
    From Edith Rashewsky 
  

Lois and Sheldon Kahn Health Help Fund 
In memory of Marisa Reed’s father 
     From Barbara Wepman 



1 Se’udah Shelisheet at Ahavas Israel 4:45pm 

2 

UJS Mitzvah Mall & Chanukah Celebration 

11:45am 

CTeen Grand Rapids 2:00pm 

Chanukah Party at Calder Plaza   

4:15pm 

        sponsored by Chabad House  

Community Menorah Lighting at Calder Plaza 

5:00pm 

Concert by Nefesh Mountain at Temple Emanuel 

5:30pm 

Brisket & Latkes Dinner at Temple Emanuel     

6:30pm 

  

3 
CTeen Juniors 4:00pm 

Menorah Lighting at Calder Plaza 5:00pm 

4 
CKids Club 4:30pm 

Menorah Lighting at Calder Plaza 5:00pm 

5 
Menorah Lighting at Calder Plaza 5:00pm 

Ahavas Israel Chanukah Dinner 6:00pm 

6 
Senior Chanukah Luncheon 12:15pm at Temple 

Chanukah Story Time at Barnes & Nobles 4:0pm 

8 
Latkes & Laughter Chabad Chanukah Party 

7:30pm 

9 
JFGR Community Chanukah Bowling Party 

12:30pm 

19 Temple Food Bank distribution 9:00am 

  

What’s Happening  
Jewish Grand Rapids                                                    

December 2018   

Send article text to: Ann@jfgr.org 

Phone: 616.942.5553 

Fax: 616.942.5780 
www.jewishgrandrapids.org 

Email: info@jfgr.org 

Next Issue’s Information Deadline: 

December 15, 2018 

The Shofar  
A monthly publica t ion issued 12 t imes a year .  

Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids 

2727 Michigan NE 
Grand Rapids, MI 49506-1240 


