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Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids unites the local Jewish community to 
sustain and strengthen Jews locally, in Israel, and around the world.
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through fundraising and allocation efforts.

AUGUST 2021

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Instagram at 
jewishgrandrapids and on Twitter @JewishFedGR  

A Message from David Alfonso
JFGR Board Chair

By David Alfonso, MD

(Continued on page 3)

David Alfonso, MD

I hope this message finds you well and enjoying the later stages of 
summer.  I wanted to highlight some of the exciting and important 
events that the Federation has planned for the upcoming year.  We 
are pleased to be planning our events in person, starting with our 
Summer picnic being held August 12 at Manhattan Park.  Please 
see the shofar for more details.  This event is a fun opportunity 
to get together and hopefully enjoy some good weather and catch up with friends.  
Our highlight event is October 7, the Campaign Kickoff event.  We are looking 
forward to gathering in person and listening to Cantor Randy Herman.  This is the 
premier community event and we hope to have full attendance.  The Kickoff event 
is designed to promote enthusiasm among the West Michigan Jewish Community 
and allow us an opportunity to remind everyone about all the great things that the 
Federation does for our community.  

On another note, Nicole and I recently had the opportunity to sit down with our 
Congressman Peter Meijer to chat with him regarding our organization and issues 
that arise on the international level that involve Israel and can have effects here 
at home.  We had a very good engaging conversation and he was eager to learn 
more about what the Jewish Federation does and some of its History.  He has been 
a consistent supporter of Israel’s right to self defense and we had a meaningful 
conversation about anti-Semitism and how we deal with that as a nation and as a 
community.  It was a productive meeting and we all felt that we would like to have 
him come and speak to our  Jewish Community in the future about what is going on 
in Washington D.C. and how it may affect us.  I look forward to seeing many of you 
soon at our many events and I wish you health and happiness.

Dr. Alfonso is a board-certified plastic surgeon specializing in cosmetic surgery and has an interest in 
nutrition, and its role in health, healing and recovery after surgery.

              David

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE

THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.OF GRAND RAPIDS
Jewish Federation®

Th
e 

Sh
of

ar
Av

/E
lu

l 5
78

1-
57

82
   

   
   

 S
ep

te
m

be
r 

20
21

   
   

   
 W

W
W

.JE
W

IS
H

G
RA

N
D

RA
PI

D
S.

O
RG

SEPTEMBER 2021

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Instagram at
jewishgrandrapids and on Twitter @JewishFedGR
Our Mission:
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids unites the local Jewish community to 
sustain and strengthen Jews locally, in Israel and around the world.

This mission is accomplished by providing services to the community and 
through fundraising and allocation efforts.

Inside this issue:

Campaign	 2, 4

Guest Columnist	 5, 7-8

Community Picnic	 10-11

Community Calendar	 16-18

Endowment	 19

“The blasts of the shofar on Rosh Hashanah revitalize the soul
and mind of every Jew. Each one receives a new soul and a new
level of understanding, all according to their own level. This
new soul and vision are drawn from the inner countenance
of God.”
                                     – Rebbe Nachman of Bratzlav (1772-1810)

As the final hours of the Jewish year 5781 fade, it is a time to reflect on this most 
unusual year, when nothing is quite as it should be, a time where we are feeling 
uncertain about our future and the well-being of our families and friends. Despite 
this time of anticipation, life and its rhythm are still moving forward. Time does 
not stand still for us, we must continue to move and find meaning in a world that is 
often cruel. 

As we hear the sound of the shofar, we are reminded that we have a new 
beginning, a fresh start to do things better, to be kinder to those around us, to love 
our family and friends even more, and to be grateful for all of the blessings that 
are bestowed upon us. Each of us has the opportunity to make our community and 
world a brighter and happier place. 

This year as we symbolically dip apples in honey and listen to the blasts of the 
shofar, let it energize and awaken us, as we can all use a fresh start, as we begin the 
new year together. 

And so, as we move into the Jewish year 5782  together, I offer a simple prayer:

Avinu Malkeinu – O, Divine Creator, bless my family and community with peace. Teach 
me to appreciate the treasures of my life and help us always to find contentment in one 
another. Save us from dissension and jealousy; shield us from pettiness and rivalry. 
May selfish pride not divide us – may pride in one another unite us. Help us to renew 
our love for one another continually. Grant us and all humanity, Your handiwork, 
health and fulfillment, harmony, peace, and joy in the New Year. Amen.

Shana Tovah u’Metukah – a Sweet New Year full of blessings 

A Rosh Hashanah Message: For a Sweet New Year
Nicole Katzman, JFGR Executive Director

Nicole Katzman

Nicole



page 2 The Shofar
SEPTEMBER 2021

page 3The Shofar
AUGUST 2021 2021 Campaign

A Message from Linda Pestka,
Campaign Chair 2021 and JFGR Board Member

Linda is a native of Grand Rapids and 
a lifelong member of Ahavas Israel. She 
is a former teacher and counselor at the 
Grand Rapids Public Schools and the 
mother of two adult daughters and five 
adorable grandchildren. She is an avid 
dog lover, enjoys walking and traveling 

the world.

We live in unprecedented times. We are still dealing with the 
aftermath of the pandemic. Incidents of anti-Semitism are at an 
all-time high, and many Jews feel less safe, even in countries 
like the United States. Economic insecurity is on the rise. Israel 
is in an ongoing state of existential threat. What does the future 
look like? The events of the past year have shown us that 
it’s imperative that we take care of others in our community. 
Federation and campaign are more important than ever.

As a long-time resident of Grand Rapids and member of 
the Jewish community, I feel compelled to get involved. My 
family has donated the new Holocaust memorial, Ways to Say 
Goodbye by Ariel Schlesinger, to the Frederick Meijer Gardens. 
Inspired by this gift, Federation has chosen the theme for 
Campaign 2021 - Branches of Giving. Trees play a central 
role in Judaism, representing growth and stability, strength, 
development, wisdom and knowledge, planting roots, and 
nurturing and sustenance. These concepts mirror the focus 
and goals of Campaign 2021.

The Jewish community in Grand Rapids, in spite of its modest 
size, has always been active and generous when it comes to 
supporting Jewish life both here and abroad. Federation relies 
on this support to fund programs that enhance and preserve 
Jewish life, from PJ Library, Jewish Film Festival, and the 
Young Adult Division to the array of social services provided 
to assist local community members in need. In addition to 
supporting the local community, Federation is also tasked with 
building connections to Israel, which is more important than 
ever in light of recent events.

We still have much work to do. Please continue to support the 
work of Federation and, if possible, help us achieve our goal of 
$500,000.00 by increasing your gift. As Rabbi Hillel famously 
said, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If I am only 
for myself, what am I? If not now, when?” The time is now. We 
can build a flourishing Jewish community, but it depends upon 
generous donors like you. Help us guarantee a bright future for 
our Jewish community at the local level, and globally.

   Sincerely,

    Linda 
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Jewish Federation of
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2727 Michigan Street NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
p. 616-942-5553
f. 616-942-5780
info@jfgr.org 
www.jfgr.org

Officers
Chair
David Alfonso

Vice Chairs
Dan Hurwitz
Judith Joseph
Greg Kaufman
Karen Padnos
Chad Zagel

Treasurer
Claude Titche

Past Chair
Marni Vyn

Executive Director
Nicole Katzman

Board of Directors
Mort Finkelstein
Linda Pestka
Marisa Reed
Sandi Simms
Lanny Thodey
Erica Wikander
Michele Young

Ex-Officio Members
Congregation Ahavas Israel
Rabbi David Krishef
Sanford Freed, President

Temple Emanuel
Rabbi Michael Schadick
Machelle Hammond, President

Chabad House 
of Western Michigan
Rabbi Yosef Weingarten

Method of Payment:  Check  Stock (Please Identify)

Please charge my:    Mastercard      Visa

  Discover    American Express

I HEREBY PLEDGE A GIFT TO SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY IN 

THE SUM OF:  $

Card Number

 

              Exp. Date

I’d like to support my community and make a gift!
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids
2727 Michigan St. NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
(616) 942-5553      email: info@jfgr.org
www.jfgr.org

Live Generously.
Donor’s Signature

Name(s)

Address

City   State  Zip

Phone  Email

STAFF:  Nicole Katzman, Executive Director,  Nicole@JFGR.org ext. 207  |  Evan Rossio, Campaign Director, Evan@jfgr.org, ext. 205

Arad Okanin, Administrative Support & IT Consultant, Arad@JFGR.org ext. 204

Dafna Kaufman, Film Festival, Dafna@JFGR.org ext. 217 | Julianna Schrier, Community Connector, Julianna@JFGR.org ext. 206 

Please cut out this pledge card, fill it in and send it to the Federation office.

2021 Campaign
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Dear Community,

Doing mitzvot is generally defined as doing good deeds. Literally, a mitzvah refers to a 
commandment coming from G-d to be performed as a religious obligation. It is a defining 
characteristic of being Jewish, and the mitzvah of tzedakah is one of the most important.

Natan -  

Doing mitzvot is generally defined as doing good deeds. Literally, a mitzvah refers to
a commandment coming from G-d to be performed as a religious obligation. It is a defining
characteristic of being Jewish, and the mitzvah of tzedakah is one of the most important.

Natan - נתן - means to give in Hebrew. It’s a palindrome that can be read forward and
backward, both in English and Hebrew. You might be thinking you are giving, but in reality
you are receiving too. The lesson behind the righteous obligation of tzedakah...we give but
also receive at the same time.

The motivation for tzedakah is as old as Judaism itself - to sustain the Jewish
people, enhance Jewish life, and ensure a strong, safe, and enduring future for all Jews.
Jewish Federation has been tasked as the central organization to meet these goals through
raising and allocating funds, budgeting, coordinating volunteer efforts, providing social
services, and interacting with the public and other communal organizations.

Our theme for this year’s Campaign, Branches of Giving, uses the common Jewish
theme of the tree, representing growth and stability, strength, development, wisdom and
knowledge, planting roots, and nurturing and sustenance. It is no coincidence that these
metaphors reflect the driving force behind the concept of tzedakah.

Jewish tradition says that donors benefit as much from giving as the recipient, as
long as it includes compassion and empathy. As Jews, we have an obligation to leave this
world better than we found it. And, as always, if we don’t take care of ourselves, who will?
We are counting on your participation and support, and look forward to seeing you at
Paddock Place for our Kickoff on October 7th at 7:00 pm with Cantor Randy Herman!

Linda Pestka Evan D. Rossio
Campaign Chair 2021 Campaign Director
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A Message from David Alfonso
JFGR Board Chair

By David Alfonso, MD
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David Alfonso, MD

I hope this message finds you well and enjoying the later stages of 
summer.  I wanted to highlight some of the exciting and important 
events that the Federation has planned for the upcoming year.  We 
are pleased to be planning our events in person, starting with our 
Summer picnic being held August 12 at Manhattan Park.  Please 
see the shofar for more details.  This event is a fun opportunity 
to get together and hopefully enjoy some good weather and catch up with friends.  
Our highlight event is October 7, the Campaign Kickoff event.  We are looking 
forward to gathering in person and listening to Cantor Randy Herman.  This is the 
premier community event and we hope to have full attendance.  The Kickoff event 
is designed to promote enthusiasm among the West Michigan Jewish Community 
and allow us an opportunity to remind everyone about all the great things that the 
Federation does for our community.  

On another note, Nicole and I recently had the opportunity to sit down with our 
Congressman Peter Meijer to chat with him regarding our organization and issues 
that arise on the international level that involve Israel and can have effects here 
at home.  We had a very good engaging conversation and he was eager to learn 
more about what the Jewish Federation does and some of its History.  He has been 
a consistent supporter of Israel’s right to self defense and we had a meaningful 
conversation about anti-Semitism and how we deal with that as a nation and as a 
community.  It was a productive meeting and we all felt that we would like to have 
him come and speak to our  Jewish Community in the future about what is going on 
in Washington D.C. and how it may affect us.  I look forward to seeing many of you 
soon at our many events and I wish you health and happiness.

Dr. Alfonso is a board-certified plastic surgeon specializing in cosmetic surgery and has an interest in 
nutrition, and its role in health, healing and recovery after surgery.

              David
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ADVERTISE IN THE SHOFAR
The Shofar is delivered to nearly 700 subscribers, 12 times a year. Space is limited.

Place your ad today! Contact Nicole@jfgr.org or 616.942.5553.

“Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park is highly honored and very pleased 
to receive this significant and meaningful gift to acquire Ariel Schlesinger’s 
monumental sculpture Ways to Say Goodbye. The sculpture will be dedicated in 

memory of Henry Pestka and the six million Jews murdered 
in the Holocaust and serve to promote peace. We are 
deeply grateful for this gift adding such an important work of 
art to our Permanent Collection. Our members and guests 
will forever benefit from this extraordinary gift.”

- David Hooker, President & CEO
Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture ParkWays to Say Goodbye

by Ariel Schlesinger

COMING SOON

New Holocaust Memorial
at the
Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park

Generously given by the Pestka Family

For more information visit the jfgr website at 
www.jewishgrandrapids.org
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A Message from Linda Pestka,
Campaign Chair 2021 and JFGR Board Member

Linda is a native of Grand Rapids and 
a lifelong member of Ahavas Israel. She 
is a former teacher and counselor at the 
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adorable grandchildren. She is an avid 
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the world.

We live in unprecedented times. We are still dealing with the 
aftermath of the pandemic. Incidents of anti-Semitism are at an 
all-time high, and many Jews feel less safe, even in countries 
like the United States. Economic insecurity is on the rise. Israel 
is in an ongoing state of existential threat. What does the future 
look like? The events of the past year have shown us that 
it’s imperative that we take care of others in our community. 
Federation and campaign are more important than ever.

As a long-time resident of Grand Rapids and member of 
the Jewish community, I feel compelled to get involved. My 
family has donated the new Holocaust memorial, Ways to Say 
Goodbye by Ariel Schlesinger, to the Frederick Meijer Gardens. 
Inspired by this gift, Federation has chosen the theme for 
Campaign 2021 - Branches of Giving. Trees play a central 
role in Judaism, representing growth and stability, strength, 
development, wisdom and knowledge, planting roots, and 
nurturing and sustenance. These concepts mirror the focus 
and goals of Campaign 2021.

The Jewish community in Grand Rapids, in spite of its modest 
size, has always been active and generous when it comes to 
supporting Jewish life both here and abroad. Federation relies 
on this support to fund programs that enhance and preserve 
Jewish life, from PJ Library, Jewish Film Festival, and the 
Young Adult Division to the array of social services provided 
to assist local community members in need. In addition to 
supporting the local community, Federation is also tasked with 
building connections to Israel, which is more important than 
ever in light of recent events.

We still have much work to do. Please continue to support the 
work of Federation and, if possible, help us achieve our goal of 
$500,000.00 by increasing your gift. As Rabbi Hillel famously 
said, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If I am only 
for myself, what am I? If not now, when?” The time is now. We 
can build a flourishing Jewish community, but it depends upon 
generous donors like you. Help us guarantee a bright future for 
our Jewish community at the local level, and globally.

   Sincerely,

    Linda 

Community

Women’s Philanthropy: Your place to inspire, help and connect.
WHO WE ARE
Women philanthropists are the change makers and community shapers of the world. We are sisters and daughters, 
mothers and friends, compassionate and committed women at every stage of life and career. Federation’s Women’s 
Philanthropy engages Jewish women in the fulfilling work of making the world a better place. In every community, 
we are building and supporting Jewish life for today and for generations to come.

WOMEN IN ACTION
Through our donations and our hands-on community service, we fight domestic violence, improve women’s health 

and nutrition, provide shelter to vulnerable children, protect at-risk seniors and so 
much more. During the COVID crisis, we’ve helped meet increased needs in our 
communities. We support Israel with our dollars and our presence. Federation 
inspires and empowers women to become leaders and decision-makers. Our 
collective philanthropy enriches our own lives while improving the lives of others. 

We welcome you to the Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids Women’s 
Philanthropy. There’s a place for you here, no matter where life and career have 
taken you. Add your voice to this amazing community of women. Our collective 
philanthropy is purposeful and effective.

For more information, contact Evan Rossio, 

Campaign Director at evan@jfgr.org
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“Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park is highly honored and very pleased 
to receive this significant and meaningful gift to acquire Ariel Schlesinger’s 
monumental sculpture Ways to Say Goodbye. The sculpture will be dedicated in 

memory of Henry Pestka and the six million Jews murdered 
in the Holocaust and serve to promote peace. We are 
deeply grateful for this gift adding such an important work of 
art to our Permanent Collection. Our members and guests 
will forever benefit from this extraordinary gift.”

- David Hooker, President & CEO
Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture ParkWays to Say Goodbye

by Ariel Schlesinger

COMING SOON

New Holocaust Memorial
at the
Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park

Generously given by the Pestka Family

For more information visit the jfgr website at 
www.jewishgrandrapids.org
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A Message from Linda Pestka,
Campaign Chair 2021 and JFGR Board Member

Linda is a native of Grand Rapids and 
a lifelong member of Ahavas Israel. She 
is a former teacher and counselor at the 
Grand Rapids Public Schools and the 
mother of two adult daughters and five 
adorable grandchildren. She is an avid 
dog lover, enjoys walking and traveling 

the world.

We live in unprecedented times. We are still dealing with the 
aftermath of the pandemic. Incidents of anti-Semitism are at an 
all-time high, and many Jews feel less safe, even in countries 
like the United States. Economic insecurity is on the rise. Israel 
is in an ongoing state of existential threat. What does the future 
look like? The events of the past year have shown us that 
it’s imperative that we take care of others in our community. 
Federation and campaign are more important than ever.

As a long-time resident of Grand Rapids and member of 
the Jewish community, I feel compelled to get involved. My 
family has donated the new Holocaust memorial, Ways to Say 
Goodbye by Ariel Schlesinger, to the Frederick Meijer Gardens. 
Inspired by this gift, Federation has chosen the theme for 
Campaign 2021 - Branches of Giving. Trees play a central 
role in Judaism, representing growth and stability, strength, 
development, wisdom and knowledge, planting roots, and 
nurturing and sustenance. These concepts mirror the focus 
and goals of Campaign 2021.

The Jewish community in Grand Rapids, in spite of its modest 
size, has always been active and generous when it comes to 
supporting Jewish life both here and abroad. Federation relies 
on this support to fund programs that enhance and preserve 
Jewish life, from PJ Library, Jewish Film Festival, and the 
Young Adult Division to the array of social services provided 
to assist local community members in need. In addition to 
supporting the local community, Federation is also tasked with 
building connections to Israel, which is more important than 
ever in light of recent events.

We still have much work to do. Please continue to support the 
work of Federation and, if possible, help us achieve our goal of 
$500,000.00 by increasing your gift. As Rabbi Hillel famously 
said, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If I am only 
for myself, what am I? If not now, when?” The time is now. We 
can build a flourishing Jewish community, but it depends upon 
generous donors like you. Help us guarantee a bright future for 
our Jewish community at the local level, and globally.

   Sincerely,

    Linda 
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Guest Columnist

If you don’t have a spouse or children, you might think 
you don’t need to do much estate planning. But if you 
have any assets, any familial connections, any interest 
in supporting charitable groups – not to mention a 
desire to control your own future – you do need to 
establish an estate plan. 

In evaluating your needs for this type of planning, let’s 
start with what might happen if you die intestate – that 
is, without a last will and testament. In this scenario, 
your assets will likely have to go through the probate 
process, which means they’ll be distributed by the court 
according to your state’s intestate succession laws, 
essentially without regard to your wishes. Even if you 
don’t have children yourself, you may have nephews or 
nieces, or even children of cousins or friends, to whom 
you would like to leave some of your assets, which can 
include not just money but also cars, collectibles, family 
memorabilia and so on. But if everything you own 
goes through probate, there’s no guarantee that these 
individuals will end up with what you wanted them to 
have.  

If you want to leave something to family members or 
close friends, you will need to indicate this in your last 
will and testament or other estate planning documents. 
But you also may want to provide support to one or 
more charitable organizations. Of course, you can 
simply name these charities in your will, but there may 
be options that could provide you with more benefits. 

One such possibility is a charitable remainder trust. 
Under this arrangement, you’d transfer appreciated 

assets – such as stocks, mutual 
funds or other securities – into 
an irrevocable trust. The trustee, 
whom you’ve named – in fact, you 
could serve as trustee yourself 
– can then sell the assets at 
full market value, avoiding the 
capital gains taxes you’d have 
to pay if you sold them yourself, outside a trust. Plus, 
if you itemize, you may be able to claim a charitable 
deduction on your taxes. With the proceeds, the trust 
can purchase income-producing assets and provide 
you with an income stream for the rest of your life. 
Upon your death, the remaining trust assets will go the 
charities you’ve named. 

Aside from family members and charitable groups, 
there’s a third entity that’s central to your estate 
plans: yourself. Everyone should make arrangements 
to protect their interests, but, in the absence of an 
immediate family, you need to be especially vigilant 
about your financial and health care decisions. And 
that’s why, as part of your estate planning, you may 
want to include these two documents: durable power of 
attorney and a health care proxy. 

A durable power of attorney lets you name someone 
to manage your finances should you become 
incapacitated. This arrangement is especially important 
for anyone who doesn’t have a spouse to step in. And 
if you become incapacitated, your health care proxy – 
also known as a health care surrogate or medical power 
of attorney – lets you name another person to legally 
make health care decisions for you if you can’t do so 
yourself. 

Estate planning moves can be complex, so you’ll need 
help from a legal professional and possibly your tax 
and financial advisors. You may not have an immediate 
family, but you still need to take steps to protect your 
legacy. 

Financial Focus
Even “Singles” Need Estate Plans

By Chad Zagel, CFP,® AAMS,® JFGR Board Member

Chad Zagel JFGR
Board Member

Chad Zagel, CFP®, AAMS®, is a Financial Advisor with 
Edward Jones, a University of Michigan graduate, and in 
his free time, Chad enjoys spending time with his family and 
volunteering
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Rob Franciosi is a professor of English and Honors at GVSU 
where he teaches courses on the Holocaust and American 
Literature. Rob welcomes questions or comments 
about his article. You may contact him at francior@gvsu.edu

Germany had conquered their countries.

Moe would go on to mock Hitler in two other films 
and was so convincing that the bizarre History Channel 
series “Hunting Hitler” used a 1970s photo of him as 
evidence that the Nazi dictator was still alive. 

As praiseworthy as their satirizing of the Third Reich 
was, the Three Stooges also deserve credit for emerging 
during the Great Depression as challengers to the very 
powers that had gotten the country into such a mess. 
They were especially adept at mocking rich people, 
intellectuals, and the self-important. Nothing takes 

order online at zoup.com • delivery • curbside

welcome
Zoup! Medical Mile

(616) 608-1400

Zoup! Byron Center Ave.
(616) 261-8022

Zoup! Cascade Rd.
(616) 956-3052

foodies and
soupies

Serving a wide variety of always-rotating soups, 
fresh salads, sandwiches, creamy mac, broth 

bowls and grain bowls. 

Looking to feed a group? 
Order Zoup! Catering at zoup.com/catering.

Sign up for insiderz rewards zoup.com/rewards 
Get FREE stuff, rewards, and points whenever you order Zoup! 
Complete your profile today and get a FREE bowl of soup!

down a snooty elitist like a custard pie in the puss, 
offering laughs and comfort to all of the people in the 
audience, Jews and Gentiles, living through hard times. 

Today, they may seem ripe for cultural cancelling, 
but the Stooges remain a guilty pleasure for millions, 
especially for those of us who heard our Jewish 
grandmothers warn, “Be careful, you’ll poke your eye 
out!” 

Cantor David Fair
It was reported in the last Shofar 
that Cantor David Fair would be 
sharing his voice at Ahavas one 
Shabbat per month. Per Ahavas, 
“Cantor Fair will be leading services 
weekly at Ahavas, unless there is a 
conflict with Temple’s schedule.”

CORRECTION

2021 Campaign
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705 Bagley Avenue Se 
East Grand Rapids, MI 49506 
616-233-9472

Collaborative Cookbook News

JFGR is proud to announce the creation of “The Nosh”, our community’s first online cooking 
site. After much deliberation, we have decided to go in a new direction. Instead of a physical 
cookbook, we are creating a robust food site; a living cooking site that can grow with the 
community. We won’t be constrained by the printed page and,
as a result, we can tell stories behind family recipes, use
photography, instructional videos, and more. The site will
be interactive, searchable, and we are making it
easy to print recipes for those who prefer a hard
copy. Once the site is up and running, we’ll have
an app to use on mobile devices.
 
As the site is being built, we still need help with content.
We are accepting recipes and content via
www.jfgr.org, by mailing to the Federation office, or
by email: evan@jfgr.org. Please send us your favorite recipes.
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Guest Columnist

For a while this month the ongoing despair of the 
COVID pandemic will yield to memory of another 
national trauma, one that has lessened after the passing 
of twenty years, but with the click of a mouse returns 
with all its visceral intensity.

I’m teaching a course this term, “Remembering 9/11,” 
to students who have no memory of that September 
morning. Besides being a stark reminder of time 
passing all too quickly—has it really been nine years 
since I last offered this seminar—their distance from 
the attacks in New York and Washington confirms how 
one generation’s crisis becomes another’s historical 
curiosity, an event not to be mourned, but to be studied. 

To think about 9/11 during these pandemic days, which 
have also been colored by rising antisemitism, makes 
me recall how the attacks were so quickly filtered 
through the twisted minds of believers in the “World-
wide Jewish Conspiracy.” The assassins of memory who 
deny the Holocaust must find great comfort in those 
who claim the Mossad blew up the Twin Towers, or that 
Osama bin Laden was solely motivated by animosity 
toward Israel, or that all Jews working at the World 
Trade Center were warned about the impending attacks 
and did not report for work that Tuesday. Just search 
“9/11” and “Jew” on Google and you will enter a world 
that makes anti-vaxxers almost seem rational. And you 
may need either a shower or a stiff drink.

At least science can answer the most oddball claims 
against life-saving vaccines, but how to counter slanders 
that can be traced from the medieval blood libel to 
the “Protocols of the Elders of Zion” to the belief 
that George Soros controls the world’s economy and 
politics? The scholar Deborah Lipstadt has been 
appointed as the President’s special envoy to combat 
antisemitism and she will be a fearless advocate, but 

will need much 
strength as she 
goes forward 
against such 
madness.

Commemora-
tions of 9/11 al-
ways emphasize 
both great loss 
and tremen-
dous sacrifice.  
Indeed, remem-

bering so many heroes from that 
day offers consolation, remind-
ing us of the better angels of our 
nature and perhaps countering the 
paranoia and nihilism that grows 
with each passing year. At least 
that’s what I believe the stories of 
Daniel Lewin and Avremel “Abe” 
Zelmanowitz can teach us. 

Born in Denver in 1970, Lewin moved to Israel as a 
teenager and during his IDF service was part of Sayeret 
Matkal, the special reconnaissance and anti-terrorism 
branch that is equivalent to the U.S. Delta Force.  A 
brilliant student at the Technion in Haifa, he went on 
to do graduate work at MIT, where he and his faculty 

advisor used their 
computer research to 
form a company, Akamai, 
that today is valued at 
nearly $8 billion. 

On September 11, 
2001, Lewin was taking 
American Airlines Flight 
11 from Boston to Los 
Angeles. He was seated 
in business class when the 

hijackers struck, and according to the 9/11 Commission 
Report was the first person to be killed that day. We 
cannot conclusively say how he died, but his knowledge 
of Arabic and his service with Sayeret Matkal suggests 
that he tried to stop the hijackers from breaching the 
cockpit, not knowing that one of the plotters was seated 
right behind him.

Abe Zelmanowitz was also involved with computers, but 
his life bore little resemblance to young Danny Lewin’s. 
An Orthodox Jew from Brooklyn, the fifty-six-year old 
computer analyst had worked for many years at Empire 
Blue Cross and Blue Shield, which had offices on the 
27th floor of the World Trade Center’s north tower. 

When the plane which Lewin had tried to protect from 
Al Qaeda terrorists crashed into the 89th floor above 
Zelmanowitz, the older man caught a life-saving break. 
Nearly all the people in the north tower who perished 
were in the floors above the impact zone. Although the 
elevators had stopped working, the north tower would 
remain standing for another 102 minutes.  Plenty of 
time for Abe to descend down the stairways, but not for 

Rob Franciosi

“I’m Staying With My Friend”
By Rob Franciosi
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Guest Columnist

his co-worker and 
close friend, Ed 
Beyea.

A diving accident 
when he was 
twenty-two had 
paralyzed Beyea 
from the neck 
down and he 
relied upon a 
heavy, motorized 
wheelchair. The 
two men, one Catholic and from upstate New York, 
the other Jewish and from Williamsburg, both single, 
had worked together for a dozen years, often sharing 
dinners at favorite Manhattan restaurants—always 
kosher, when Ed made the reservation, and wheelchair 
accessible when Abe did the booking.

Hundreds of people descending from the upper floors 
passed by the two men waiting 
on the stairwell of the twenty-
seventh floor, as did firefighters 
who were climbing toward the 
inferno above. It would have 
taken a number of strong men 
to carry Beyea, well over 200 
pounds, and his wheelchair. 
One officer suggested Abe 
Zelmanowitz go down alone, to 

which he replied, “No, I’m staying with my friend.” 

After the south tower collapsed, the urgency to evacuate 
the still-standing building grew, with first responders 
rushing down the many flights of stairs. And when Abe’s 
sister, with whose family he lived, asked on a last phone 
call how long he intended to stay waiting for help he 
replied in Hebrew, “until the Messiah comes.”

Abe and Ed were soon joined by Captain Billy Burke, 

Jr., a twenty-year veteran firefighter 
from Long Island who also spent his 
summers working as a life guard. He 
had cleared the twenty-seventh floor 
and ordered his men to leave, but 
did not follow them out.

During the commemorations that 
will fill our screens on September 
11, 2021, we will certainly see 
the iconic photograph of three firefighters raising 
an American flag on the pile of World Trade Center 
rubble. It’s a powerful image, but in my mind’s eye I 
see different figures. Billy Burke and Ed Beyea and 
Abe Zelmanowitz and Danny Lewin.  Not conspirators 
seeking to rule the world, just good men offering light in 
the face of darkness.

Rob Franciosi is a professor of English and Honors at GVSU 
where he teaches courses on the Holocaust and American 
Literature. Rob welcomes questions or comments  
about his article. You may contact him at francior@gvsu.edu
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supporting the local community, Federation is also tasked with 
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We still have much work to do. Please continue to support the 
work of Federation and, if possible, help us achieve our goal of 
$500,000.00 by increasing your gift. As Rabbi Hillel famously 
said, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If I am only 
for myself, what am I? If not now, when?” The time is now. We 
can build a flourishing Jewish community, but it depends upon 
generous donors like you. Help us guarantee a bright future for 
our Jewish community at the local level, and globally.
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Women Unite - Hiking Club
 

Join us for hike on
Sunday, August 8, 2021 at 9am.

Hike duration: 2 hours

All athletic abilities are welcome &
snacks will be provided.

Terrain: Well-marked forest trails. Low-intensity.

Location to meet:
550 Lakeside Dr, SE | East Grand Rapids

(Next to Rose’s restaurant)

What to bring: water bottle, a good pair of sneakers, camera (if that's your thing)

Please RSVP to Sandi Simms by August 5th. 
Email: sandi@simmselectronics

or via text: (616) 437-5165

3855 Burton St SE, Suite B, Grand Rapids, MI 49546    I    P: (616) 369-0360    I    F: (616) 369-0361    I    advancedoralsurgerymi.com

At Advanced Oral Surgery & Dental Implant Studio, patients achieve healthier, happier smiles. We operate in-house as both a 
surgical office and dental lab, bringing patients expedited care and personalized results.  We are passionate about delivering a 
phenomenal patient experience and use advanced technology in all facets of surgery, including dental implant surgery under 
computer guidance, full mouth smile reconstructions, wisdom teeth removal, and many other procedures.  If you have any oral 
surgery needs, our board-certified oral surgeons are here for you and dedicated to your smile and oral health.

Mark L. Jesin, DDS A.J. Lytle, DDS
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Sandi Simms

The idea to start a hiking group here in Grand Rapids 
came to me during the alone days of Covid-before-
the-vaccine. I was surfing Instagram and came across 
an organization in Georgia called Chasing Waterfalls 
that organizes and leads hikes for black women in 
the Smoky Mountain area to actual waterfalls. The 
founding members realized that taking black women 
into untamed nature was a catalyst for the personal 
growth necessary to start the process of healing trauma. 
Both their own and the generational trauma they 
inherited from their parents, grandparents, and great-
grandparents due to their legacy of slavery. I started 
looking at their photos from different hikes and I was 
awestruck by the sheer joy radiating from the faces 
of these women. There were women of all ages and 
physiques, some of them experiencing nature as a 
force for healing for the first time in their lives. I was 
transported and inspired, and I wanted so badly to go 
hiking with them in their gorgeous green mountains and 
be part of such a powerful group of women who are just 
starting to discover who they really are and what they 
really want to do. So, I thought to myself, “Why can’t we 
have that here?” And the idea to start a hiking group 
for Jewish women in Grand Rapids was born.  

I shared my idea with Nicole Katzman, Director of the 
Grand Rapids Federation, and three weeks later we had 
our inaugural hike at Knapp Forest Trails. I was utterly 
thrilled by the turnout. We had 15 women, our ages 
ranged from 16 to ageless, and we had women from 
the three major Jewish congregations: Ahavas Israel, 
Temple Emanuel, and the Chabad House! It was truly 

heartening and energizing! Also, 
it was the very first day after the 
no-mask mandate was passed by 
Governor Whitmer; A day for 
the books. 

Since then, we’ve hiked twice 
more and have hikes planned 
into the fall and even winter 
for the truly brave at heart! The group has already 
expressed interest in spreading our wings and traveling 
to other places and communities where we can join with 
other women in their journeys towards more satisfying 
and rightful lives. We are dreaming of meeting women 
from different backgrounds, religions, and ethnicities to 
hike united and change our worlds towards acceptance 
and peace, one new friendship at a time.   

In the short term, please join us for a hike! All women 
ages 16 and older for now. There has been talk of a 
group for moms and daughters, and a group for dog 
owners.  Hopefully, those will be coming soon. Please 
text Sandi Simms at (616) 437-5165. Looking forward to 
meeting you on the trail! 

Women Hiking Together can be a Catalyst
for Positive Change

by Sandi Simms
JFGR Board Member

Sandi is the co-owner of an electrical engineering and product 
development firm in Grand Rapids with her husband.  Sandi 
has have two sons who are 18 and 21. Both are pursuing science 
degrees at Grand Valley State University and Michigan State 
University respectively.  In her free time, Sandi enjoys writing 
and being outdoors as much as possible whether it's gardening, 
hiking or walking her dog.

Betterment Life Coaching
Email: info@naamahsegal.com

@naamahsegal
Na’amah Segal Coaching

Women Unite - Hiking Club
Join us for a community women’s hike on 

Thursday, September 9, 2021 at 7pm.

Hike duration: 2 hours
All athletic abilities are welcome & 

snacks will be provided.
Terrain: Well-marked forest trails. Low-intensity.

Location to meet:
Knapp Valley Forest | Meet in County Parking Lot

4255 Knapp Valley Dr NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525

Children & dogs are welcome!

What to bring: water bottle, a good pair of 
sneakers.Please RSVP to Sandi Simms 

Email: sandi@simmselectronics 
or via text: (616) 437-5165

Dog Walks
Thursday, Sept 9 @ 5:30pm - Knapp Trail
Behind Knapp Forest Elementary School.
(Alcott Ave. NE 49525)

Thursday, Sept 21 @ 5:30pm - Knapp Trail

Thursday, Oct 14@ 5:30pm - Knapp Trail 
Thursday, Oct 21 @ 5:30pm - Knapp Trail

Thursday, Nov 4 @ 4:30pm - Roselle Park
1010 Grand River Dr NE, Ada, MI 49301 (Meet at silos.)
Thursday, Nov 18 @ 4:30pm - Roselle Park

Hike Dates:
Sept 12 @ 9am - Provin Trail with apple cider and 
donuts after at Robinettes
2900 4 Mile Rd NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525

Oct 10 @ 9am - Aman Trail
Lake Michigan Dr, Grand Rapids, MI 49534

Oct 24 @ 9am - Burton Park
6805 Burton St SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546
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A Message from Linda Pestka,
Campaign Chair 2021 and JFGR Board Member

Linda is a native of Grand Rapids and 
a lifelong member of Ahavas Israel. She 
is a former teacher and counselor at the 
Grand Rapids Public Schools and the 
mother of two adult daughters and five 
adorable grandchildren. She is an avid 
dog lover, enjoys walking and traveling 

the world.

We live in unprecedented times. We are still dealing with the 
aftermath of the pandemic. Incidents of anti-Semitism are at an 
all-time high, and many Jews feel less safe, even in countries 
like the United States. Economic insecurity is on the rise. Israel 
is in an ongoing state of existential threat. What does the future 
look like? The events of the past year have shown us that 
it’s imperative that we take care of others in our community. 
Federation and campaign are more important than ever.

As a long-time resident of Grand Rapids and member of 
the Jewish community, I feel compelled to get involved. My 
family has donated the new Holocaust memorial, Ways to Say 
Goodbye by Ariel Schlesinger, to the Frederick Meijer Gardens. 
Inspired by this gift, Federation has chosen the theme for 
Campaign 2021 - Branches of Giving. Trees play a central 
role in Judaism, representing growth and stability, strength, 
development, wisdom and knowledge, planting roots, and 
nurturing and sustenance. These concepts mirror the focus 
and goals of Campaign 2021.

The Jewish community in Grand Rapids, in spite of its modest 
size, has always been active and generous when it comes to 
supporting Jewish life both here and abroad. Federation relies 
on this support to fund programs that enhance and preserve 
Jewish life, from PJ Library, Jewish Film Festival, and the 
Young Adult Division to the array of social services provided 
to assist local community members in need. In addition to 
supporting the local community, Federation is also tasked with 
building connections to Israel, which is more important than 
ever in light of recent events.

We still have much work to do. Please continue to support the 
work of Federation and, if possible, help us achieve our goal of 
$500,000.00 by increasing your gift. As Rabbi Hillel famously 
said, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If I am only 
for myself, what am I? If not now, when?” The time is now. We 
can build a flourishing Jewish community, but it depends upon 
generous donors like you. Help us guarantee a bright future for 
our Jewish community at the local level, and globally.

   Sincerely,

    Linda 

Community

Reunited & It Feels So Good Community Picnic
August 12, 2021 at Manhattan Park was a huge success.

Thank you to the Finkelstein and Leven Families for sponsoring the picnic.
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building connections to Israel, which is more important than 
ever in light of recent events.

We still have much work to do. Please continue to support the 
work of Federation and, if possible, help us achieve our goal of 
$500,000.00 by increasing your gift. As Rabbi Hillel famously 
said, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If I am only 
for myself, what am I? If not now, when?” The time is now. We 
can build a flourishing Jewish community, but it depends upon 
generous donors like you. Help us guarantee a bright future for 
our Jewish community at the local level, and globally.

   Sincerely,

    Linda 

2021 Campaign
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Join us for hike on
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Hike duration: 2 hours

All athletic abilities are welcome &
snacks will be provided.
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At Advanced Oral Surgery & Dental Implant Studio, patients achieve healthier, happier smiles. We operate in-house as both a 
surgical office and dental lab, bringing patients expedited care and personalized results.  We are passionate about delivering a 
phenomenal patient experience and use advanced technology in all facets of surgery, including dental implant surgery under 
computer guidance, full mouth smile reconstructions, wisdom teeth removal, and many other procedures.  If you have any oral 
surgery needs, our board-certified oral surgeons are here for you and dedicated to your smile and oral health.

Mark L. Jesin, DDS A.J. Lytle, DDS
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPCChad E Zagel, CFP®, AAMS® 

Financial Advisor

705 Bagley Avenue Se 
East Grand Rapids, MI 49506 
616-233-9472

Collaborative Cookbook News

JFGR is proud to announce the creation of “The Nosh”, our community’s first online cooking 
site. After much deliberation, we have decided to go in a new direction. Instead of a physical 
cookbook, we are creating a robust food site; a living cooking site that can grow with the 
community. We won’t be constrained by the printed page and,
as a result, we can tell stories behind family recipes, use
photography, instructional videos, and more. The site will
be interactive, searchable, and we are making it
easy to print recipes for those who prefer a hard
copy. Once the site is up and running, we’ll have
an app to use on mobile devices.
 
As the site is being built, we still need help with content.
We are accepting recipes and content via
www.jfgr.org, by mailing to the Federation office, or
by email: evan@jfgr.org. Please send us your favorite recipes.
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size, has always been active and generous when it comes to 
supporting Jewish life both here and abroad. Federation relies 
on this support to fund programs that enhance and preserve 
Jewish life, from PJ Library, Jewish Film Festival, and the 
Young Adult Division to the array of social services provided 
to assist local community members in need. In addition to 
supporting the local community, Federation is also tasked with 
building connections to Israel, which is more important than 
ever in light of recent events.

We still have much work to do. Please continue to support the 
work of Federation and, if possible, help us achieve our goal of 
$500,000.00 by increasing your gift. As Rabbi Hillel famously 
said, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If I am only 
for myself, what am I? If not now, when?” The time is now. We 
can build a flourishing Jewish community, but it depends upon 
generous donors like you. Help us guarantee a bright future for 
our Jewish community at the local level, and globally.

   Sincerely,

    Linda 

Community

Rosh Hashanah is celebrated with sweet treats to symbolize hope for the sweet year 
ahead. Apples & honey, honey cake, and apple cake were always on our holiday 
table. My wife’s grandmother, Fanny Shenn, was a phenomenal baker and always 
made her recipes with the most important ingredient, love. Here is one of her many 
recipes that have been passed down through generations.

Grandma Shenn’s Apple Cake
By Evan Rossio, Campaign Director, JFGR

Evan Rossio
Apple Cake

5 c chopped apples 2 c flour
3 eggs 1 t cinnamon
1 ⅓ c sugar 1 t baking soda
½ c oil 1 t salt

Topping
⅓ c sugar 1 t cinnamon
⅓ c flour ½ stick margarine

Mix eggs, sugar, and oil until creamy. Add flour mixture, add apples. Spread 
in 13x9 inch ungreased pan. Blend topping of sugar, flour, cinnamon, and 
margarine and sprinkle evenly on top of cake. Bake at 375 degrees for 45 
minutes.

page 16 The Shofar
AUGUST 2021Community

david alfonso, MD, FACS brad bengtson, MD, FACS

bengtsoncenter.com  /  2155 East paris avenue se, GRand rapids  /  616.588.8880

Bengtson center

a place that feels like

home
Call to Schedule Your 

Cosmetic Consultation 
Today!

Grandma Shenn on the right, with 
her sister Helen.
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2021 Campaign
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for your generosity!

The following were omitted from the list
of donors in the last issue.

GENERAL CAMPAIGN
$25,000
Herman Foundation

$250-$499
Izak Dimenstein

WOMEN’S CAMPAIGN
$10,000 or more
Ruby Lion of Judah
Judith H. Subar

Up to $99
Barbara Remes

A store for the Gourmet & Gourmand 
Specializing in a carefully curated 

selections of foods 
Ideal for Entertaining  

or Hostess Gifts or Holidays 

Cheeses, Crackers, Flowers, 
Charcuterie 

Vegan & Gluten Free Options 

We are located at 
2180 Wealthy Street 

East Grand Rapids, MI 49506 

fromagegrandrapids@gmail.com 
616.889.6314 

Stop in and check us out! 
Also custom gift baskets available for 

any occasion. 
Free local delivery!

Community Collaboration Update
Machelle Hammond
President
Temple Emanuel

At our meeting on July 8th, the Temple Emanuel 
Board of Trustees approved  the Collaboration Term 
Sheet.  The Term Sheet is a nonbinding agreement that 
provides guidelines for a shared campus and allows 
us to move forward towards a Congregational vote.  
We are planning a Town Hall in August to discuss 
the Collaboration as well as answer any questions 
our congregants may have.  We are excited for the 
opportunity of a shared campus which will allow for a 
stronger and more secure Jewish community in West 
Michigan

Sandy Freed
President
Congregation Ahavas Israel

In July, the Ahavas Israel Board of Trustees approved 
the Collaboration Term Sheet along with a motion 
to allow the Board to place the Michigan Street 
property for sale.  These votes allow the Collaboration 
to proceed toward a congregational vote. Town Hall 
meetings were held in July and August (tentative) for 
further congregational discussion about the project. An 
Ahavas Israel congregational vote was expected to be 
held in August.

A store for the Gourmet & Gourmand 
Specializing in a carefully curated 

selections of foods 
Ideal for Entertaining  

or Hostess Gifts or Holidays 

Cheeses, Crackers, Flowers, 
Charcuterie 

Vegan & Gluten Free Options 

We are located at 
2180 Wealthy Street 

East Grand Rapids, MI 49506 

fromagegrandrapids@gmail.com 
616.889.6314 

Stop in and check us out! 
Also custom gift baskets available for 

any occasion. 
Free local delivery!
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Do You Need
a Ride?
Doctors appointment, grocery 
store or pharmacy? Let us take 
you where you want to go.

Contact Julianna Schrier, Community Connector 
at 616.942.5553 x206 or Julianna@JFGR.org 
to schedule your ride.
All rides need 24 hour advance notice.
Hours of service: 8am to 8pm

Thank you to the generosity
of the Ravitz Foundation
for this service to the
Grand Rapids
Jewish community.

TAHYEEM (Delicious)
A combination of North African and Israeli heritage, which is based on premium, fresh, organic ingredients

TAHYEEM
Middle Eastern Israeli Cuisine

Home Menus

Taste of Israel
C a t e r i  n g

Grand Rapids

Michal Ravid
Owner/Chef

www.tahyeem.com
Phone: (832 641-5926

Email:
israelibestfood@gmail.com
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is in an ongoing state of existential threat. What does the future 
look like? The events of the past year have shown us that 
it’s imperative that we take care of others in our community. 
Federation and campaign are more important than ever.

As a long-time resident of Grand Rapids and member of 
the Jewish community, I feel compelled to get involved. My 
family has donated the new Holocaust memorial, Ways to Say 
Goodbye by Ariel Schlesinger, to the Frederick Meijer Gardens. 
Inspired by this gift, Federation has chosen the theme for 
Campaign 2021 - Branches of Giving. Trees play a central 
role in Judaism, representing growth and stability, strength, 
development, wisdom and knowledge, planting roots, and 
nurturing and sustenance. These concepts mirror the focus 
and goals of Campaign 2021.

The Jewish community in Grand Rapids, in spite of its modest 
size, has always been active and generous when it comes to 
supporting Jewish life both here and abroad. Federation relies 
on this support to fund programs that enhance and preserve 
Jewish life, from PJ Library, Jewish Film Festival, and the 
Young Adult Division to the array of social services provided 
to assist local community members in need. In addition to 
supporting the local community, Federation is also tasked with 
building connections to Israel, which is more important than 
ever in light of recent events.

We still have much work to do. Please continue to support the 
work of Federation and, if possible, help us achieve our goal of 
$500,000.00 by increasing your gift. As Rabbi Hillel famously 
said, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If I am only 
for myself, what am I? If not now, when?” The time is now. We 
can build a flourishing Jewish community, but it depends upon 
generous donors like you. Help us guarantee a bright future for 
our Jewish community at the local level, and globally.

   Sincerely,

    Linda 

PJ Library
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Introducing JFGRs New App
by Arad Okanin, Administrative Support & IT Assistant

The Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids is excited to 
introduce our new app. Now you can stay connected 
and up-to-date on everything Federation from your 
iPhone or iPad. Programming, news, social services, 
and volunteering opportunities are now just a click 
away.

The app is currently available on iOS (iPhone & iPad 
Devices) but will be available for Android devices later 
this year. We look forward to hearing your feedback 
and updating bugs as we work on making the app 
experience the best it can be.

Instructions to Download (iOS) via App Store:

 1. On your iPhone/iPad device, open “App Store”.
 2. Search “Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids”.
 3. Click on the app “Jewish Federation Grand
  Rapids”
 4. Press “Get” and enter Face ID/ Touch ID
  credentials.
 5. The app will now be downloaded. Once
  completed, you will be able to find it on your
  iPhone/iPad’s home screen (iOS 14) or in the
  App Library (iOS 15).

Secondary Option: Instructions to Download (iOS) via 
Link:
 1. On your iPhone/iPad device, open “Safari”.
 2. In the URL box, type in “jfgr.org”.
 3. On the home page, scroll down to the section
  where our App is displayed.
 4. Click the Download Now button. You will be
  directed to the App Store to complete the
  download.

 5. Press “Get” and enter
  Face ID/ Touch ID
  credentials.
 6. The app will now be
  downloaded. Once
  completed, you will be
  able to find it on your
  iPhone/iPad’s home
  screen (iOS 14) or in the
  App Library (iOS 15).

NOTE: We recommend turning on 
automatic app updates so you could receive the latest 
and greatest version of the app.

The app was developed by Arad Okanin and Lucas 
Buhl-Neilson. It will be distributed on the App Store and 
later on the Google Play store. Privacy Policy & Terms of 
Conditions are under The Jewish Federation of Grand 
Rapids.

FREE JEWISH CHILDREN’S BOOKS

OF GRAND RAPIDS
 Jewish Federation

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE.
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

www.jfgr.org
616.942.5553

The PJ Library, a program of the
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids

now has 120 children enrolled with 83 families.
To enroll in PJ Library call or email.

Judith Joseph’s great granddaughter,
Beverly, playing with her new Torah toy. 

Arad Okanin
Administrative Support 

& IT Assistant

We had a fabulous PJ picnic on July 22 at Millennium Park! PJ Library, a program of 
the Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids, hosted the event. Thank you to everyone who 
came out! We are looking forward to more successful programs in the future. For more 
information about PJ Library, contact Julianna at julianna@jfgr.org, or visit the website at 
pjlibrary.org. 

PJ Picnic at the Park
By Julianna Schrier

Julianna Schrier, PJ Library Program Professional, reading The Forever Garden
by Laurel Snyder & Samantha Cotterill. 
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A Message from Linda Pestka,
Campaign Chair 2021 and JFGR Board Member

Linda is a native of Grand Rapids and 
a lifelong member of Ahavas Israel. She 
is a former teacher and counselor at the 
Grand Rapids Public Schools and the 
mother of two adult daughters and five 
adorable grandchildren. She is an avid 
dog lover, enjoys walking and traveling 

the world.

We live in unprecedented times. We are still dealing with the 
aftermath of the pandemic. Incidents of anti-Semitism are at an 
all-time high, and many Jews feel less safe, even in countries 
like the United States. Economic insecurity is on the rise. Israel 
is in an ongoing state of existential threat. What does the future 
look like? The events of the past year have shown us that 
it’s imperative that we take care of others in our community. 
Federation and campaign are more important than ever.

As a long-time resident of Grand Rapids and member of 
the Jewish community, I feel compelled to get involved. My 
family has donated the new Holocaust memorial, Ways to Say 
Goodbye by Ariel Schlesinger, to the Frederick Meijer Gardens. 
Inspired by this gift, Federation has chosen the theme for 
Campaign 2021 - Branches of Giving. Trees play a central 
role in Judaism, representing growth and stability, strength, 
development, wisdom and knowledge, planting roots, and 
nurturing and sustenance. These concepts mirror the focus 
and goals of Campaign 2021.

The Jewish community in Grand Rapids, in spite of its modest 
size, has always been active and generous when it comes to 
supporting Jewish life both here and abroad. Federation relies 
on this support to fund programs that enhance and preserve 
Jewish life, from PJ Library, Jewish Film Festival, and the 
Young Adult Division to the array of social services provided 
to assist local community members in need. In addition to 
supporting the local community, Federation is also tasked with 
building connections to Israel, which is more important than 
ever in light of recent events.

We still have much work to do. Please continue to support the 
work of Federation and, if possible, help us achieve our goal of 
$500,000.00 by increasing your gift. As Rabbi Hillel famously 
said, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If I am only 
for myself, what am I? If not now, when?” The time is now. We 
can build a flourishing Jewish community, but it depends upon 
generous donors like you. Help us guarantee a bright future for 
our Jewish community at the local level, and globally.

   Sincerely,

    Linda 

Community Calendar

The United Jewish School is excited and delighted for the 
upcoming school year, beginning on June 19th!  Registration 
is open! We are planning a year of innovative teaching, 
including field trips, gardening, arts & crafts, drama, games, 
music, and more!

Cantor-Educator David Fair would love to speak with you 
about how UJS can be a great fit for your children. You may 
call him with any questions at 616-591-1010.
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  CHABAD OF WESTERN MICHIGAN 

WEBSITE: WWW.CHABADWM.COM | FACEBOOK & 
INSTAGRAM: @CHABADWM | PHONE: 616-957-0770 | 
EMAIL: CHABADWESTERNMICHIGAN@GMAIL.COM
All events are subject to change. Please stay safe and reach 
out if there is anything we can do for you.
CHECK FACEBOOK @CHABADWM FOR VIRTUAL ZOOM 
LINKS AND PASSWORDS OR TEXT RIVKA AT 616.206.9654!

WEEKLY VIRTUAL TORAH & TEA
For the connection we all need right now.

A Torah Study for ladies with Nechamy.

MONDAY EVENINGS ON ZOOM AT 8:00PM

Meeting ID: 966 6623 3600                                     Password: jwc

JLI CLASSES
Experience Jewish learning like never before. JLI makes 
Jewish learning accessible & personally meaningful to every 
Jew, regardless of background or affiliation.

TUESDAY EVENINGS ON ZOOM AT 8:00PM

For more Info or for zoom information, please contact Rabbi 
Mordechai at 269.903.2770 or Rabbihaller@chabadwm.com

GAN YILADIM PRESCHOOL – KINDERGARTEN
Gan Yiladim is a licensed preschool for Jewish children 
ages 2-5 open to the entire Jewish community, regardless of 
background or affiliation.

Gan Yiladim has been serving the Grand Rapids and 
nearby Jewish communities, offering a joyful and enriching 
educational experience to our students while fostering a love 
for their Jewish heritage.

We take the best of both worlds – secular and Judaic – and 
blend them into a program that is at once rich, fulfilling, and 
stimulating.

The Gan believes in nurturing children with the SPICES of 
life - focusing on their Social, Physical, Intellectual, Creative, 
Emotional and Spiritual development.

Our students are given tools to find expression in art, music, 
dance and drama. Through teamwork and friendship-
building, the children learn skills for life as they explore 
and play in a loving and nurturing environment, guided by 
experienced and dedicated staff. 

For more information or to schedule a tour call Sarah 
at 616.375.9404.

CTEEN KICKOFF EVENT!
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18th 2021 | 7PM 

Come get involved & meet new Jewish friends at the 
awesome Kickoff party!!

At the Chabad House | For Jewish High School Teens RSVP 
to Rivka @ 616.206.9654 

Beit Sefer B’yahad
United Jewish School

1715 Fulton St E | Grand Rapids MI 49503
616.459.5976

Update for UJS/Beit Sefer B’yachad
2021-2022 School Year

Mission Statement:  “To give the children of Congregation 
Ahavas Israel and Temple Emanuel the best possible Jewish 
education we can envision.”

Goal: To provide a supportive, energetic, knowledgeable, and 
enthusiastic Jewish teaching/learning environment for children 
and adolescents in Gan Katan - grade 12.

Some exciting changes are coming this year to UJS/Beit 
Sefer B’yachad! We welcome our NEW Cantor-Educator, 
David Fair, newly ordained from Hebrew Union College- 
Jewish Institute of Religion. Cantor Fair has vast experience 
teaching Jewish school, specializing in Hebrew, Biblical 
& Israel education, and music! Also NEW this year is 
his Administrative Assistant, Ms. Kreenah Dunsmore, 
member of Temple Emanuel and active in the Grand Rapids 
community as a musician and music teacher. 

Classes at the United Jewish School will take place in person 
in the Temple Emanuel building, beginning September 19th. 
We will have a NEW TIME, beginning at 9:00am and ending 
at 11:30am. Supplemental Hebrew classes are continuing 
with Elisabeth Rosewall (3rd & 4th grade) and Shoshana 
Jackson (5th & 6th grade) as online classes scheduled at the 
convenience of the teachers and families. 

We are still searching for teachers for our youngest students. 
If you are interested in teaching this year, please contact 
Cantor David Fair, with questions or availability.

We welcome NEW students as well. We want to create a 
diverse, inclusive, and equitable learning environment. 
We strive to create an environment where all students feel 
welcomed, respected, supported, and valued. We recognize 
that every single student has a different learning need and 
aim to provide equal access to education for all. Diversity 
is a core-value at UJS. We welcome students, parents, 
volunteers, and staff of every race, ethnicity, national origin, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, family arrangement, and 
physical ability. 

For more information, feel free to contact the Cantor-
Educator, Cantor Fair, at cantor@unitedjewishschool.
org or his assistant, Kreenah Dunsmore at kreenah@
unitedjewishschool.org or access our website at              
https://www.unitedjewishschool.org/ 

Registration opens August 1, 2021 via website.
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Gan Yiladim is a licensed preschool for Jewish children 
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The Gan believes in nurturing children with the SPICES of 
life - focusing on their Social, Physical, Intellectual, Creative, 
Emotional and Spiritual development.

Our students are given tools to find expression in art, music, 
dance and drama. Through teamwork and friendship-
building, the children learn skills for life as they explore 
and play in a loving and nurturing environment, guided by 
experienced and dedicated staff. 

For more information or to schedule a tour call Sarah 
at 616.375.9404.

CTEEN KICKOFF EVENT!
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18th 2021 | 7PM 

Come get involved & meet new Jewish friends at the 
awesome Kickoff party!!

At the Chabad House | For Jewish High School Teens RSVP 
to Rivka @ 616.206.9654 

Beit Sefer B’yahad
United Jewish School

1715 Fulton St E | Grand Rapids MI 49503
616.459.5976

Update for UJS/Beit Sefer B’yachad
2021-2022 School Year

Mission Statement:  “To give the children of Congregation 
Ahavas Israel and Temple Emanuel the best possible Jewish 
education we can envision.”

Goal: To provide a supportive, energetic, knowledgeable, and 
enthusiastic Jewish teaching/learning environment for children 
and adolescents in Gan Katan - grade 12.

Some exciting changes are coming this year to UJS/Beit 
Sefer B’yachad! We welcome our NEW Cantor-Educator, 
David Fair, newly ordained from Hebrew Union College- 
Jewish Institute of Religion. Cantor Fair has vast experience 
teaching Jewish school, specializing in Hebrew, Biblical 
& Israel education, and music! Also NEW this year is 
his Administrative Assistant, Ms. Kreenah Dunsmore, 
member of Temple Emanuel and active in the Grand Rapids 
community as a musician and music teacher. 

Classes at the United Jewish School will take place in person 
in the Temple Emanuel building, beginning September 19th. 
We will have a NEW TIME, beginning at 9:00am and ending 
at 11:30am. Supplemental Hebrew classes are continuing 
with Elisabeth Rosewall (3rd & 4th grade) and Shoshana 
Jackson (5th & 6th grade) as online classes scheduled at the 
convenience of the teachers and families. 

We are still searching for teachers for our youngest students. 
If you are interested in teaching this year, please contact 
Cantor David Fair, with questions or availability.

We welcome NEW students as well. We want to create a 
diverse, inclusive, and equitable learning environment. 
We strive to create an environment where all students feel 
welcomed, respected, supported, and valued. We recognize 
that every single student has a different learning need and 
aim to provide equal access to education for all. Diversity 
is a core-value at UJS. We welcome students, parents, 
volunteers, and staff of every race, ethnicity, national origin, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, family arrangement, and 
physical ability. 

For more information, feel free to contact the Cantor-
Educator, Cantor Fair, at cantor@unitedjewishschool.
org or his assistant, Kreenah Dunsmore at kreenah@
unitedjewishschool.org or access our website at              
https://www.unitedjewishschool.org/ 

Registration opens August 1, 2021 via website.

WEBSITE: WWW.CHABADWM.COM | FACEBOOK & 
INSTAGRAM: @CHABADWM | PHONE: 616-957-0770 | 
EMAIL: CHABADWESTERNMICHIGAN@GMAIL.COM
All events are subject to change. Please stay safe and reach 
out if there is anything we can do for you.
CHECK FACEBOOK @CHABADWM FOR VIRTUAL ZOOM 
LINKS AND PASSWORDS OR TEXT RIVKA AT 616.206.9654!

WEEKLY VIRTUAL TORAH & TEA
For the connection we all need right now.
A Torah Study for ladies with Nechamy.
MONDAY EVENINGS ON ZOOM AT 8:00PM
Meeting ID: 966 6623 3600 Password: jwc

JLI CLASSES
Experience Jewish learning like never before. JLI makes 
Jewish learning accessible & personally meaningful to every 
Jew, regardless of background or affiliation.
TUESDAY EVENINGS ON ZOOM AT 8:00PM
For more Info or for zoom information, please contact Rabbi 
Mordechai at 269.903.2770 or Rabbihaller@chabadwm.com

ROSH HASHANAH EXPERIENCE 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7th 2021| 7:30PM
Chabad House of Western Michigan warmly invites the entire 
Jewish community to join us for Shofer Blowing Service and 
Rosh Hashanah Dinner. Enjoy the tastes and traditions with 
family and friends.
Our delicious Rosh Hashanah dinner is spiced with great 
food, song and meaningful holiday insights. 
Kindly RSVP by September 1st | 616-206-9654

CTEEN & CTEEN JUNIOR SUKKOT DINNER 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20th 2021| 8:00PM
You’re invited to our annual “Sukkot Under the Stars” dinner 

in the Weingarten’s Sukkah.
Celebrate this beautiful Holiday in style, along with our 
family and friends!
It all takes place at the largest Sukkah in town! RSVP to 
Rivka at 616.206.9654. 

JEWISH WOMENS CIRCLE ~ SOUP IN THE SUKKAH
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23RD 2021| 7:30PM
“A Divine Hug”- Explore the deeper meaning of the Sukkah 
experience and its meaning to our lives today. Enjoy a variety 
of delicious soups.
Email Nechamy at Nechamy8@gmail.com for more 
information and to RSVP.

SUKKOT CARNIVAL WITH THE KOSHER FALAFEL 
TRUCK!
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26th 2021| 12:00-2:00PM
Falafel Lunch • shake the lulav & etrog • exciting booths 
• crafts • moonwalk • face painting • lively music • Grand 
raffle!
A fun Sukkot celebration for the whole family! At Chabad 
House: 2615 Michigan St NE 

SIMCHAT TORAH CELEBRATION
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28th 2021| 8:00PM
Dance the night away with L’chaim, flags for the kids, and 
a delicious Dinner! Celebrate the completion of the Torah 
reading! Come receive a free dosage of Jewish Pride and joy 
that will last you the rest of the year! 

JLI CLASSES – “OUTSMARTING ANTISEMITISM”
How to Beat it with Purpose, Positivity and Jewish Pride. 
We cannot let antisemitism define our Judaism, but we cannot 
ignore it either. As direct memory of the Holocaust fades, Jews 
around the world are wondering whether the patterns of past 
centuries are returning, in both the Old and New Worlds, where 
Jews experience more hate crimes than any other group. 
Are Jewish people doomed to be stuck in this cycle forever? Is 
there a way to escape this history of hate? 
Outsmarting Antisemitism takes this dark subject on squarely, with 
a sense of unabashed optimism, profound faith, and a distinctly 
Jewish approach. 
Through illuminating source texts and captivating case studies, 
this course considers the sources of this ancient scourge, along 
with the appropriate strategies for overcoming it. It’s time to find 
the confidence to fight hate with hope and to stand tall against 
antisemitism with positivity, purpose, and plenty of Jewish pride!
FOUR WEDNESDAY EVENINGS: 7:30-9:00PM | CLASSES 
BEGIN ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 3RD 2021
VIRTUAL OPTION ON TUESDAY EVENINGS VIA 
ZOOM | STARTING ON NOVEMBER 2ND AT 8:00PM 
Fee: $99 (textbook included) | $180 Sponsor
For more Info or to register at Chabadwm.com/JLI or 
contact Rabbi Mordechai at 269.903.7916 or Rabbihaller@
chabadwestmichigan.com

GAN YILADIM PRESCHOOL – KINDERGARTEN
Gan Yiladim is a licensed preschool for Jewish children ages 
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A Message from Linda Pestka,
Campaign Chair 2021 and JFGR Board Member

Linda is a native of Grand Rapids and 
a lifelong member of Ahavas Israel. She 
is a former teacher and counselor at the 
Grand Rapids Public Schools and the 
mother of two adult daughters and five 
adorable grandchildren. She is an avid 
dog lover, enjoys walking and traveling 

the world.

We live in unprecedented times. We are still dealing with the 
aftermath of the pandemic. Incidents of anti-Semitism are at an 
all-time high, and many Jews feel less safe, even in countries 
like the United States. Economic insecurity is on the rise. Israel 
is in an ongoing state of existential threat. What does the future 
look like? The events of the past year have shown us that 
it’s imperative that we take care of others in our community. 
Federation and campaign are more important than ever.

As a long-time resident of Grand Rapids and member of 
the Jewish community, I feel compelled to get involved. My 
family has donated the new Holocaust memorial, Ways to Say 
Goodbye by Ariel Schlesinger, to the Frederick Meijer Gardens. 
Inspired by this gift, Federation has chosen the theme for 
Campaign 2021 - Branches of Giving. Trees play a central 
role in Judaism, representing growth and stability, strength, 
development, wisdom and knowledge, planting roots, and 
nurturing and sustenance. These concepts mirror the focus 
and goals of Campaign 2021.

The Jewish community in Grand Rapids, in spite of its modest 
size, has always been active and generous when it comes to 
supporting Jewish life both here and abroad. Federation relies 
on this support to fund programs that enhance and preserve 
Jewish life, from PJ Library, Jewish Film Festival, and the 
Young Adult Division to the array of social services provided 
to assist local community members in need. In addition to 
supporting the local community, Federation is also tasked with 
building connections to Israel, which is more important than 
ever in light of recent events.

We still have much work to do. Please continue to support the 
work of Federation and, if possible, help us achieve our goal of 
$500,000.00 by increasing your gift. As Rabbi Hillel famously 
said, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If I am only 
for myself, what am I? If not now, when?” The time is now. We 
can build a flourishing Jewish community, but it depends upon 
generous donors like you. Help us guarantee a bright future for 
our Jewish community at the local level, and globally.

   Sincerely,

    Linda 

Community Calendar
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Founded in 1857, Temple Emanuel is the fifth oldest 
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We cordially invite you to the  
Temple Emanuel 

SSpprriinngg  GGaallaa  
Saturday, April 21st  

at six-thirty in the evening 
Blythefield Country Club 

5801 Northland Drive, Belmont, Michigan 49306 

  

  

  

  

PPllaannttiinngg  tthhee  sseeeeddss  ooff  oouurr  ffuuttuurree  

    

Selihot, Saturday, August 28, 9:30 p.m.

It’s been an intense year. Please join us to unwind and relax 
and get ready for Rosh Hashanah with a light comedy.

Multiplicity (rated PG-13)

A man who never has enough time for the things he wants 
to do is offered the opportunity to have himself duplicated. 
Sometimes to get more out of life, you have to make more 
of yourself. Starring Michael Keaton and Andie MacDowell, 
directed by Harold Ramis.

The movie will be followed by a Selihot service led by Cantor 
Stuart Rapaport along with Cantor David Fair. The service 
will begin at approximately 11:30 p.m.

ROSH HASHANAH EXPERIENCE 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7th 2021| 7:30PM
Chabad House of Western Michigan warmly invites the entire 
Jewish community to join us for Shofar Blowing Service and 
Rosh Hashanah Dinner. Enjoy the tastes and traditions with 
family and friends.
Our delicious Rosh Hashanah dinner is spiced with great 
food, song and meaningful holiday insights. 
Kindly RSVP by September 1st | 616-206-9654

CTEEN & CTEEN JUNIOR SUKKOT DINNER 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20th 2021| 8:00PM
You’re invited to our annual “Sukkot Under the Stars” 
dinner in the Weingarten’s Sukkah.
Celebrate this beautiful Holiday in style, along with our 
family and friends!
It all takes place at the largest Sukkah in town! RSVP to 
Rivka at 616.206.9654. 

SUKKOT CARNIVAL WITH THE KOSHER FALAFEL 
TRUCK!
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26th 2021| 1:00-3:00PM

Falafel Lunch • shake the lulav & etrog • exciting booths 
• crafts • moonwalk • face painting • lively music • Grand 
raffle!

A fun Sukkot celebration for the whole family! At Chabad 
House: 2615 Michigan St NE 

SIMCHAT TORAH CELEBRATION
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28th 2021| 8:00PM

Dance the night away with L’chaim, flags for the kids, and 
a delicious Dinner! Celebrate the completion of the Torah 
reading! Come receive a free dosage of Jewish Pride and joy 
that will last you the rest of the year! 

August Service Schedule

Friday, August 6
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
 
Friday, August 13
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
Special Readings and Music to Welcome the Month of Elul
Jackson Remes Participates
Oneg Shabbat Sponsored by the Remes Family
 
Friday, August 20
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
Special Readings and Music for Elul
Oneg Shabbat Sponsored by Peg and Mort Finkelstein
 
Saturday, August 21
Bar Mitzvah of Jackson Remes at 10:00 AM
Jackson is the son of Danielle & Nick Remes
 
Friday, August 27
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
Special Music for Selichot Included
Hearty Oneg Shabbat Following
 
Celebrating Selichot
Please join us for a first taste of the upcoming holidays as we 
include some of the most beautiful music of the season on 
Friday, August 27 at 6:00 PM.  This year we are combining 
the beauty of Shabbat and tradition of a Selichot Service into 
one worship opportunity. 

Selichot means forgiveness.  We will include special prayers 
for forgiveness into our Shabbat Service 10 days before Rosh 
Hashanah.  We will be using Miskan Halev Siddur.  This book 
is published by the Central Conference of American Rabbis 
and is designed for the month of Elul and for Selichot.  A 
hearty Oneg Shabbat will follow the service. Come and 
celebrate both occasions with us.  

2-5 open to the entire Jewish community, regardless of 
background or affiliation.
Gan Yiladim has been serving the Grand Rapids and 
nearby Jewish communities, offering a joyful and enriching 
educational experience to our students while fostering a 
love for their Jewish heritage.
We take the best of both worlds – secular and Judaic – and 
blend them into a program that is at once rich, fulfilling, and 
stimulating.
The Gan believes in nurturing children with the SPICES 
of life - focusing on their Social, Physical, Intellectual, 
Creative, Emotional and Spiritual development.
Our students are given tools to find expression in art, music, 
dance and drama. Through teamwork and friendship-
building, the children learn skills for life as they explore 
and play in a loving and nurturing environment, guided by 
experienced and dedicated staff. 
For more information or to schedule a tour call Sarah 
at 616.375.9404.

JTEXT ~ JEWISH TRIVIA for Teens!
EVERY MONDAY & THURSDAY AT 7:00PM. 
Be the 7th to answer correctly and win a $20 AMAZON 
GIFT CARD straight to your phone!
Are you a Jewish teen in grades 6-12 that lives in West 
Michigan and would like to join?! 
Text “CTEENGR” to 616-207-1218 to be let in on the fun!

JEWISH TRIVIA GAME FOR ADULTS IN WESTERN 
MICHIGAN!!
It’s fun, it’s quick, it will stimulate your mind- and best part 
is?
YOU ARE COMPETING TOGETHER WITH OUR 
COMMUNITY AND FRIENDS!
The 7th player to answer correctly will win a FREE bottle of 
Kosher wine!
Every SUNDAY & WEDNESDAY AT 7:00PM SHARP you 
will receive a TRIVIA question via text message!
Reply with the number you think is correct. The 7th 
participant to answer correctly wins!
It is amazing watching our community unite together to 
play, connect, and learn.
To Join: text “CHABADWM” to 616-207-1218

ORDER YOUR LULAV AND ETROG
Blessing and shaking the Lulav and Etrog are the Jewish way 
to thank God for the blessings of the earth and its bountiful 
harvest. It is a mitzvah to own a lulav and etrog, and shake it 
each day of Sukkot (except for Shabbat) in all six directions 
around us to remind us that God’s presence encompasses 
our entire lives. This mitzvah is an integral part of the 
celebration of Sukkot, which begins this year on Monday 
night, September 20.

Basic set $34.00
Standard set $40.00
Muvhar (choice) $49.00

Order through the Synagogue office.  Payment must 
accompany order, and be received by noon on Friday, 
September 3. -- No exceptions.

HIGH HOLIDAY SCHEDULE, 5782 (2021)

If you would like to join us for holiday service but are not a 
member, please contact Diane Rayor, rayord@gmail.com, 
as soon as possible to make arrangements. If you are new to 
Grand Rapids or have never worshipped with us on the High 
Holidays before, there is no charge.

ROSH HASHANAH
Monday night, September 6, Erev Rosh Hashanah
	 Candlelighting .............................................7:49 p.m.
	 Ma’ariv .........................................................7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, September 7, Rosh Hashanah, 1st day
	 Shaharit ........................................................ 9:00 a.m.
	 *Candlelighting after 8:47 p.m.
Tashlikh service 4:15 p.m. (With Temple Emanuel) Either 
meet at Temple Emanuel at 4:00 to walk to Aquinas, or park 
in the designated lots near the pond indicated on the map.
	 Minha ...........................................................8:00 p.m.
	 Ma’ariv .........................................................8:45 p.m.

Wednesday, September 8, Rosh Hashanah, 2nd day
	 Shaharit ........................................................ 9:00 a.m.
	 Minha ...........................................................8:00 p.m.
	 Ma’ariv .........................................................8:45 p.m.
	 **Havdalah ..................................................8:45 p.m.

YOM KIPPUR
Wednesday, September 15, Erev Yom Kippur
	 Kol Nidre .....................................................7:15 p.m.
	 Candlelighting 7............................................. :33 p.m.

Thursday, September 16, Yom Kippur
	 Shaharit ........................................................ 9:00 a.m.
	 Study Session ...............................................5:15 p.m.
	 Minha/Ne’ilah ..............................................6:15 p.m.
	 Ma’ariv/Havdalah ........................................8:31 p.m.
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Selihot, Saturday, August 28, 9:30 p.m.

It’s been an intense year. Please join us to unwind and relax 
and get ready for Rosh Hashanah with a light comedy.

Multiplicity (rated PG-13)

A man who never has enough time for the things he wants 
to do is offered the opportunity to have himself duplicated. 
Sometimes to get more out of life, you have to make more 
of yourself. Starring Michael Keaton and Andie MacDowell, 
directed by Harold Ramis.

The movie will be followed by a Selihot service led by Cantor 
Stuart Rapaport along with Cantor David Fair. The service 
will begin at approximately 11:30 p.m.

ROSH HASHANAH EXPERIENCE 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7th 2021| 7:30PM
Chabad House of Western Michigan warmly invites the entire 
Jewish community to join us for Shofar Blowing Service and 
Rosh Hashanah Dinner. Enjoy the tastes and traditions with 
family and friends.
Our delicious Rosh Hashanah dinner is spiced with great 
food, song and meaningful holiday insights. 
Kindly RSVP by September 1st | 616-206-9654

CTEEN & CTEEN JUNIOR SUKKOT DINNER 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20th 2021| 8:00PM
You’re invited to our annual “Sukkot Under the Stars” 
dinner in the Weingarten’s Sukkah.
Celebrate this beautiful Holiday in style, along with our 
family and friends!
It all takes place at the largest Sukkah in town! RSVP to 
Rivka at 616.206.9654. 

SUKKOT CARNIVAL WITH THE KOSHER FALAFEL 
TRUCK!
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26th 2021| 1:00-3:00PM

Falafel Lunch • shake the lulav & etrog • exciting booths 
• crafts • moonwalk • face painting • lively music • Grand 
raffle!

A fun Sukkot celebration for the whole family! At Chabad 
House: 2615 Michigan St NE 

SIMCHAT TORAH CELEBRATION
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28th 2021| 8:00PM

Dance the night away with L’chaim, flags for the kids, and 
a delicious Dinner! Celebrate the completion of the Torah 
reading! Come receive a free dosage of Jewish Pride and joy 
that will last you the rest of the year! 

August Service Schedule

Friday, August 6
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
 
Friday, August 13
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
Special Readings and Music to Welcome the Month of Elul
Jackson Remes Participates
Oneg Shabbat Sponsored by the Remes Family
 
Friday, August 20
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
Special Readings and Music for Elul
Oneg Shabbat Sponsored by Peg and Mort Finkelstein
 
Saturday, August 21
Bar Mitzvah of Jackson Remes at 10:00 AM
Jackson is the son of Danielle & Nick Remes
 
Friday, August 27
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
Special Music for Selichot Included
Hearty Oneg Shabbat Following
 
Celebrating Selichot
Please join us for a first taste of the upcoming holidays as we 
include some of the most beautiful music of the season on 
Friday, August 27 at 6:00 PM.  This year we are combining 
the beauty of Shabbat and tradition of a Selichot Service into 
one worship opportunity. 

Selichot means forgiveness.  We will include special prayers 
for forgiveness into our Shabbat Service 10 days before Rosh 
Hashanah.  We will be using Miskan Halev Siddur.  This book 
is published by the Central Conference of American Rabbis 
and is designed for the month of Elul and for Selichot.  A 
hearty Oneg Shabbat will follow the service. Come and 
celebrate both occasions with us.  
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A Message from Linda Pestka,
Campaign Chair 2021 and JFGR Board Member

Linda is a native of Grand Rapids and 
a lifelong member of Ahavas Israel. She 
is a former teacher and counselor at the 
Grand Rapids Public Schools and the 
mother of two adult daughters and five 
adorable grandchildren. She is an avid 
dog lover, enjoys walking and traveling 

the world.

We live in unprecedented times. We are still dealing with the 
aftermath of the pandemic. Incidents of anti-Semitism are at an 
all-time high, and many Jews feel less safe, even in countries 
like the United States. Economic insecurity is on the rise. Israel 
is in an ongoing state of existential threat. What does the future 
look like? The events of the past year have shown us that 
it’s imperative that we take care of others in our community. 
Federation and campaign are more important than ever.

As a long-time resident of Grand Rapids and member of 
the Jewish community, I feel compelled to get involved. My 
family has donated the new Holocaust memorial, Ways to Say 
Goodbye by Ariel Schlesinger, to the Frederick Meijer Gardens. 
Inspired by this gift, Federation has chosen the theme for 
Campaign 2021 - Branches of Giving. Trees play a central 
role in Judaism, representing growth and stability, strength, 
development, wisdom and knowledge, planting roots, and 
nurturing and sustenance. These concepts mirror the focus 
and goals of Campaign 2021.

The Jewish community in Grand Rapids, in spite of its modest 
size, has always been active and generous when it comes to 
supporting Jewish life both here and abroad. Federation relies 
on this support to fund programs that enhance and preserve 
Jewish life, from PJ Library, Jewish Film Festival, and the 
Young Adult Division to the array of social services provided 
to assist local community members in need. In addition to 
supporting the local community, Federation is also tasked with 
building connections to Israel, which is more important than 
ever in light of recent events.

We still have much work to do. Please continue to support the 
work of Federation and, if possible, help us achieve our goal of 
$500,000.00 by increasing your gift. As Rabbi Hillel famously 
said, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If I am only 
for myself, what am I? If not now, when?” The time is now. We 
can build a flourishing Jewish community, but it depends upon 
generous donors like you. Help us guarantee a bright future for 
our Jewish community at the local level, and globally.

   Sincerely,

    Linda 

Community Calendar

CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS AT TEMPLE EMANUEL

We look forward to welcoming our friends and newcomers 
to Grand Rapids to celebrate the beauty of the season at 
Temple.  For the safety and well-being of all those who join 
us masks are required upon entry into our building.  Tickets 
are required for High Holiday Services. Contact Cat in the 
Temple office at 459-5976 to arrange for tickets.  Friday, 
September 3 is the last day our office will be open before the 
arrival of Rosh Hashanah.

We are very excited to have Cantor David Fair with us for all 
of our holiday services.  

Service Schedule
Monday, September 6 
Erev Rosh Hashanah Service at 7:00 PM

Tuesday, September 7
Rosh Hashanah Morning Service at 10:30 AM
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It’s been an intense year. Please join us to unwind and relax 
and get ready for Rosh Hashanah with a light comedy.

Multiplicity (rated PG-13)

A man who never has enough time for the things he wants 
to do is offered the opportunity to have himself duplicated. 
Sometimes to get more out of life, you have to make more 
of yourself. Starring Michael Keaton and Andie MacDowell, 
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The movie will be followed by a Selihot service led by Cantor 
Stuart Rapaport along with Cantor David Fair. The service 
will begin at approximately 11:30 p.m.

ROSH HASHANAH EXPERIENCE 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7th 2021| 7:30PM
Chabad House of Western Michigan warmly invites the entire 
Jewish community to join us for Shofar Blowing Service and 
Rosh Hashanah Dinner. Enjoy the tastes and traditions with 
family and friends.
Our delicious Rosh Hashanah dinner is spiced with great 
food, song and meaningful holiday insights. 
Kindly RSVP by September 1st | 616-206-9654

CTEEN & CTEEN JUNIOR SUKKOT DINNER 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20th 2021| 8:00PM
You’re invited to our annual “Sukkot Under the Stars” 
dinner in the Weingarten’s Sukkah.
Celebrate this beautiful Holiday in style, along with our 
family and friends!
It all takes place at the largest Sukkah in town! RSVP to 
Rivka at 616.206.9654. 

SUKKOT CARNIVAL WITH THE KOSHER FALAFEL 
TRUCK!
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26th 2021| 1:00-3:00PM

Falafel Lunch • shake the lulav & etrog • exciting booths 
• crafts • moonwalk • face painting • lively music • Grand 
raffle!

A fun Sukkot celebration for the whole family! At Chabad 
House: 2615 Michigan St NE 

SIMCHAT TORAH CELEBRATION
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28th 2021| 8:00PM

Dance the night away with L’chaim, flags for the kids, and 
a delicious Dinner! Celebrate the completion of the Torah 
reading! Come receive a free dosage of Jewish Pride and joy 
that will last you the rest of the year! 

August Service Schedule

Friday, August 6
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
 
Friday, August 13
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
Special Readings and Music to Welcome the Month of Elul
Jackson Remes Participates
Oneg Shabbat Sponsored by the Remes Family
 
Friday, August 20
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
Special Readings and Music for Elul
Oneg Shabbat Sponsored by Peg and Mort Finkelstein
 
Saturday, August 21
Bar Mitzvah of Jackson Remes at 10:00 AM
Jackson is the son of Danielle & Nick Remes
 
Friday, August 27
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
Special Music for Selichot Included
Hearty Oneg Shabbat Following
 
Celebrating Selichot
Please join us for a first taste of the upcoming holidays as we 
include some of the most beautiful music of the season on 
Friday, August 27 at 6:00 PM.  This year we are combining 
the beauty of Shabbat and tradition of a Selichot Service into 
one worship opportunity. 

Selichot means forgiveness.  We will include special prayers 
for forgiveness into our Shabbat Service 10 days before Rosh 
Hashanah.  We will be using Miskan Halev Siddur.  This book 
is published by the Central Conference of American Rabbis 
and is designed for the month of Elul and for Selichot.  A 
hearty Oneg Shabbat will follow the service. Come and 
celebrate both occasions with us.  

Rosh Hashanah Outdoor Family Service at 3:00 PM
Tashlich Service (Meet outside the entrance) at 4:00 PM

Wednesday, September 15
Kol Nidrei Service at 8:00 PM

Thursday, September 16
Yom Kippur Morning Service at 10:30 AM
Study Session at 1:15 PM
Outdoor Family Service at 3:00 PM
Afternoon/Healing Service at 4:15 PM
Yizkor Service at 5:00 PM
Concluding/Neilah Service at 5:45 PM

Friday, September 10
Shabbat Shuvah Service at 6:00 PM
Honoring David Ronis

Monday, September 20
Outdoor Erev Sukkot Service at 6:00 PM
(Bring a blanket/chair and picnic dinner)

Monday, September 27
Outdoor Erev Simchat Torah Service at 6:00 PM

Tuesday, September 28
Simchat Torah Service at 6:00 PM
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Kris Siegel is the Librarian at Temple Emanuel.  Even at 
her very advanced age, she loves reading beautiful picture 
books.

Immersion Hebrew - check. Community Religious 
School - check. Now it was time for a new mission, 
Israeli cultural food. For her next step, Michal 
showcased her cooking skills and opened Aroma 
Classique, an Israeli-Middle-Eastern restaurant. 

A Move to the Mitten State

The Ravid’s relocated to Grand Rapids four years 
ago, and Michal got busy making her mark in West 
Michigan by participating in the Jewish Film Festival 
committee and teaching conversational Hebrew. 
She recently started a catering company, Tahyeem 
(meaning tasty in Hebrew). Michal’s recipes are based 
on her North African and Israeli heritage, and use 
premium, fresh, organic ingredients. Michal cooks 
kosher food even though many of her customers 
are non-Jews. She dreams of cooking in a kosher 
commercial kitchen in Grand Rapids to allow our 
entire Jewish community to eat together. 

In work and in life, Michal is a loyal and dedicated 
person who does everything whole-heartedly.  
Judaism, Israel, Hebrew, and food have been the 
connection points for Michal to make friends 
wherever she lives.  I hope you have enjoyed getting to 
know my Morah and Haverah (teacher and friend).

            

Michal, Kris and tasty food 



The Shofar
SEPTEMBER 2021

page 19page 3The Shofar
AUGUST 2021 2021 Campaign

A Message from Linda Pestka,
Campaign Chair 2021 and JFGR Board Member

Linda is a native of Grand Rapids and 
a lifelong member of Ahavas Israel. She 
is a former teacher and counselor at the 
Grand Rapids Public Schools and the 
mother of two adult daughters and five 
adorable grandchildren. She is an avid 
dog lover, enjoys walking and traveling 

the world.

We live in unprecedented times. We are still dealing with the 
aftermath of the pandemic. Incidents of anti-Semitism are at an 
all-time high, and many Jews feel less safe, even in countries 
like the United States. Economic insecurity is on the rise. Israel 
is in an ongoing state of existential threat. What does the future 
look like? The events of the past year have shown us that 
it’s imperative that we take care of others in our community. 
Federation and campaign are more important than ever.

As a long-time resident of Grand Rapids and member of 
the Jewish community, I feel compelled to get involved. My 
family has donated the new Holocaust memorial, Ways to Say 
Goodbye by Ariel Schlesinger, to the Frederick Meijer Gardens. 
Inspired by this gift, Federation has chosen the theme for 
Campaign 2021 - Branches of Giving. Trees play a central 
role in Judaism, representing growth and stability, strength, 
development, wisdom and knowledge, planting roots, and 
nurturing and sustenance. These concepts mirror the focus 
and goals of Campaign 2021.

The Jewish community in Grand Rapids, in spite of its modest 
size, has always been active and generous when it comes to 
supporting Jewish life both here and abroad. Federation relies 
on this support to fund programs that enhance and preserve 
Jewish life, from PJ Library, Jewish Film Festival, and the 
Young Adult Division to the array of social services provided 
to assist local community members in need. In addition to 
supporting the local community, Federation is also tasked with 
building connections to Israel, which is more important than 
ever in light of recent events.

We still have much work to do. Please continue to support the 
work of Federation and, if possible, help us achieve our goal of 
$500,000.00 by increasing your gift. As Rabbi Hillel famously 
said, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If I am only 
for myself, what am I? If not now, when?” The time is now. We 
can build a flourishing Jewish community, but it depends upon 
generous donors like you. Help us guarantee a bright future for 
our Jewish community at the local level, and globally.

   Sincerely,

    Linda 

Endowment

Life cycle times, both happy and sad, are traditional times to make 
donations to Jewish causes. You can make a donation of $10 or more to 
the Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids in honor or in memory of members 
of our community.
We then will acknowledge that donation with a card to that individual or 
family. This is a wonderful way to send your good wishes and be able to 
fulfill the mitzvah of tzedakah.
Please be sure to indicate what the occasion is and who is to receive the 
card. Please specify which of the following funds you would like your 
donation to be credited to:
Woman of Valor Fund To honor the women in our lives who  have made 
a difference personally, locally or nationally.
Federation General Endowment/L’Dor Vador Fund To help ensure the 
continued work of the Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids for now and 
the future.
Julian and Judith Joseph Fund To provide for local programming and 
events through the Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids.
David and Susan Samrick Youth Scholarship Fund To provide 
scholarships to Jewish sleep away camps and experiences.
Charles and Maxine Shapiro Fund To help ensure long-term aid to Israel 
and Jews around the world.
Louis and Louise Weiner Fund To help ensure local programming for 
seniors in the Grand Rapids Jewish community.
Jerry and Judy Subar Fund To help ensure funding for overseas Jewish 
communities’ needs.
Leven Family Fund To establish and provide Jewish facilities, and support 
for cooperative programming among the congregations that support 
Jewish education for our youth.
Sam and Jane Kravitz Social Services Fund To support Jewish social 
services in Grand Rapids.
Donna G. Boorstein Memorial Fund To help ensure funding for Jewish 
arts, culture and history in Greater Grand Rapids.
Lois and Sheldon Kahn Health Help Fund To support health services for 
Jewish community members not covered by other financial resources.
Fox Family Fund To ensure that the PJ Library, a program of the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation, for children ages 6 weeks- 12 years old, remains in 
the Western Michigan community and to provide high-quality educational 
children’s programs.
The Finkelstein Brothers Fund  Mort, Raleigh and Edward’s commitment 
to educate the residents of Michigan about the Jewish families that settled 
in West Michigan during the mid 1800s through community events and 
educational programs.

Thank you for supporting the
Grand Rapids Jewish Community

JFGR General Endowment/L’Dor Vador Fund
In honor of the wedding of Cary Mannaberg and
Trish Holcomb-Harris
	 Paul and Sara Holcomb 

Julian and Judith Joseph Endowment Fund 

Louis & Louise Weiner Fund 

Jerry & Judy Subar Endowment Fund 

Charles and Maxine Shapiro Endowment Fund

Woman of Valor Endowment Fund
In memory of June Horowitz on the anniversary of her 
birth date, 9/12/13.
	 Phillis Horowitz

Leven Family Endowment Fund 

David & Susan Samrick Youth Scholarship Fund  

Lois and Sheldon Kahn Health Help Fund 

Donna G. Boorstein Memorial Fund 

Sam and Jane Kravitz Social Services Fund 

Fox Family Fund  

The Finkelstein Brothers Fund

Make a tribute gift to
Thank, Honor, Memorialize

friends and loved ones.
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Endowment

JFGR Endowment Fund Donation Form

Donation from: Name

Donor Address

Donor City/St/Zip

Send card to: Name

Send card to address

Send card to City/St/Zip

Fund (pick from list)

In honor of

In memory of

Notes:

Send your donation and this form to:
2727 Michigan NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49506 

JFGR General Endowment/L’Dor Vador Fund

Julian and Judith Joseph Endowment Fund

Louis & Louise Weiner Fund

Jerry & Judy Subar Endowment Fund
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Make a tribute gift to
Thank, Honor, MemorializeThank, Honor, Memorialize
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“Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park is highly honored and very pleased 
to receive this significant and meaningful gift to acquire Ariel Schlesinger’s 
monumental sculpture Ways to Say Goodbye. The sculpture will be dedicated in 

memory of Henry Pestka and the six million Jews murdered 
in the Holocaust and serve to promote peace. We are 
deeply grateful for this gift adding such an important work of 
art to our Permanent Collection. Our members and guests 
will forever benefit from this extraordinary gift.”

- David Hooker, President & CEO
Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture ParkWays to Say Goodbye

by Ariel Schlesinger

COMING SOON

New Holocaust Memorial
at the
Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park

Generously given by the Pestka Family

For more information visit the jfgr website at 
www.jewishgrandrapids.org
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At the start of the new year, we wish all:
	 Let this be a year in which we strengthen 
	 ourselves as a community;
	 A community of diverse populations, 
	 who respect each other;
	 A community that aspires to achieve “Tikkun Olam”.

Wishing you and yours a Happy & Healthy 
new Year
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Our Mission:
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids unites the local Jewish community to 
sustain and strengthen Jews locally, in Israel, and around the world.

This mission is accomplished by providing services to the community and 
through fundraising and allocation efforts.

AUGUST 2021

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Instagram at 
jewishgrandrapids and on Twitter @JewishFedGR  

A Message from David Alfonso
JFGR Board Chair

By David Alfonso, MD

(Continued on page 3)

David Alfonso, MD

I hope this message finds you well and enjoying the later stages of 
summer.  I wanted to highlight some of the exciting and important 
events that the Federation has planned for the upcoming year.  We 
are pleased to be planning our events in person, starting with our 
Summer picnic being held August 12 at Manhattan Park.  Please 
see the shofar for more details.  This event is a fun opportunity 
to get together and hopefully enjoy some good weather and catch up with friends.  
Our highlight event is October 7, the Campaign Kickoff event.  We are looking 
forward to gathering in person and listening to Cantor Randy Herman.  This is the 
premier community event and we hope to have full attendance.  The Kickoff event 
is designed to promote enthusiasm among the West Michigan Jewish Community 
and allow us an opportunity to remind everyone about all the great things that the 
Federation does for our community.  

On another note, Nicole and I recently had the opportunity to sit down with our 
Congressman Peter Meijer to chat with him regarding our organization and issues 
that arise on the international level that involve Israel and can have effects here 
at home.  We had a very good engaging conversation and he was eager to learn 
more about what the Jewish Federation does and some of its History.  He has been 
a consistent supporter of Israel’s right to self defense and we had a meaningful 
conversation about anti-Semitism and how we deal with that as a nation and as a 
community.  It was a productive meeting and we all felt that we would like to have 
him come and speak to our  Jewish Community in the future about what is going on 
in Washington D.C. and how it may affect us.  I look forward to seeing many of you 
soon at our many events and I wish you health and happiness.

Dr. Alfonso is a board-certified plastic surgeon specializing in cosmetic surgery and has an interest in 
nutrition, and its role in health, healing and recovery after surgery.
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