‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ JGWiSh Federatiorl@ THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE

The Shofar

30 NISSAN/1 SIVAN 5782

WWW.JEWISHGRANDRAPIDS.ORG

MAY 2022

OF GRAND RAPIDS THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

MAY 2022

A Message from David Alfonso
JFGR Board Chairman

Dear Community Members,

I am thrilled to announce that we have officially met and exceeded our
campaign 2021 goal for fundraising! When we entered last campaign
season, Nicole challenged us to think big and set an audacious

goal. Thanks to her leadership, as well as our campaign coordinator
Evan Rossio, and our campaign chairwoman, Linda Pestka, we were
successful in this important endeavor. I would also like to thank all

of you in our community that donated to our campaign, it is truly a team effort and all
donations help towards reaching the goal. Our goal was to raise $500,000 for the campaign
this year and we exceeded that amount by a little over seven thousand. In addition, we
added 33 new donors to our registry, and brought 20 donors back to Campaign who did
not donate in 2020. We exceeded last year’s campaign by over $21,000. These are very
inspiring numbers and reinforce the fact that we have a very generous and involved donor
base, despite being a small Jewish community. Please mark your calendars for September
15, 2022 as that will be our Campaign 2022 kick off event.

In other news , we are closing in on our community wide Holocaust sculpture dedication
event. Recently, members of our Board were able to meet with the staff at Meijer
Gardens as well as the sculptor, Ariel Schlesinger. It was a very enjoyable event and
allowed us to gain further understanding of the artist’s background and inspiration. The
event will be held on Thursday, June 30, 2022. Your Federation staff has been hard at
work finalizing the plans
for the event and you will
be hearing about the details
in the coming weeks. We
are excited about this great
accomplishment and all
\ , of the positive news it has
r RS > N ' generated about our local
3 B Jewish Community. Finally,
f ., % | EY ‘ as I write this, we are in the
April 8, 2022 - Luncheon at Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park  beginning of Passover. I
(R to L) Claude Titche, JFGR Board member, Rick Stevens, hope all of you had a fulfilling
Community member; Ariel Schlesinger, artist, Ways to Say Pesach and were able to
Goodbye, Rob Franciosi, Professor GVSU, Linda Pestka, JFGR
Board member, David Hooker, President & CEQO, Frederik
Meijer Gardens, Dan Hurwitz, JFGR Board member

\

David lfonso, MD

celebrate in a meaningful way.

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Instagram at Inside this issue:
jewishgrandrapids and on Twitter @JewishFedGR Campaign 9
Our Mission: Guest Columnist ~ 9-11,13,15-17,19
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids unites the local Jewish community to -

sustain and strengthen Jews locally, in Israel and around the world. Community Calendar 20-22
This mission is accomplished by providing services to the community and Annual Meeting Notice 23

through fundraising and allocation efforts. Endowment 23
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GOAL: $500,000.00
340 Donors
$509,000

Campaign 2021 ended March 31, 2022, raising more than
$509,000!

We received donations from 340 donors. In addition, any increased amount and any new
pledges were matched by a generous grant from the Louis and Helen Padnos Foundation
up to $25,000, and for donors age 50 and younger, that amount was also matched by a
generous grant from the Hy and Greta Berkowitz Foundation up to $6000.

On behalf of JFGR, thank you for supporting our Jewish Community. In May, our Board of
Directors will begin the allocation process to provide funds that make a difference for Jews
right here in West Michigan, Israel, and around the world. Even though Campaign 2021 has
ended, you can still make a gift to support our community. Your assistance is needed more
than ever to help those in need.

Thark you,

”"

Linda Pestka
Campaign Chair

The Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids would like to thank our Campaign Chair,
Linda Pestka, for her outstanding work and leadership!

STAFF: Nicole Katzman, Executive Director, Nicole@JFGR.org ext. 207 | Evan Rossio, Campaign Director, Evan@jfgr.org, ext. 205

Arad Okanin, Administrative Support & IT Consultant, Arad@JFGR.org ext. 204

Dafna Kaufman, Film Festival, Dafna@JFGR.org ext. 217 | Julianna Schrier, Community Connector, Julianna@JFGR.org ext. 206

Please cut out this pledge cara, fill it in and send it to the Federation office. — — — — — — — — — — —

I’d like to support my community and make a gift!

Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids

I HEREBY PLEDGE A GIFT TO SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY IN

Donor’s Signature

0 Stock (Please Identify)

O Mastercard
O Discover

Q Visa
O American Express

Card Number

The 2727 Michigan St NE
Jewish Grand Rapids, Ml 49506 THE SUM OF: $
Federation (616)942-5553  email: info@jfgr.org '
OF GRAND RAPIDS ~ WwWW.jrfr.org
Method of Payment: O Check
Name(s) Please charge my:
Address
City State Zip
Phone Email

Expiration Date Security Code
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JFGR Welcomes Stephanie Jesin:
New Pomegranate

Stephanie Jesin was born and raised in Grand Rapids,
Michigan where her family had a wonderful influence
on her Jewish life and the importance of tzedakah,
specifically Edith Rashewsky, Lisa Rashewsky, and
Shelley Knape. Stephanie graduated from Forest Hills
Central High School and completed her undergraduate

Stephanie and Mark have an adorable five year old
daughter, Chloe, who loves gymnastics, tutus, unicorns,
and swimming. They have a second baby on the way
who will hopefully be making an appearance in May.

As a family, the Jesins enjoy spending time outdoors,

traveling, and playing boardgames.

education at Kalamazoo College and then went to
Boston for dental school at Harvard where she met her
husband, Mark.

While at Harvard, Stephanie was the International
Representative for Alpha Omega, the Jewish Dental
Fraternity and was involved in the Harvard Hillel.
Stephanie continued her education with two dental
residencies, one in anesthesia and the other in pediatric
dentistry.

Stephanie and Mark got married and moved to Grand
Rapids where she practices as a pediatric dentist in Ada
at Norman Family Dentistry/Ada Pediatric Dentistry
and Mark is an oral surgeon and the owner of Advanced
Oral Surgery & Dental Implant Studio. The two of
them love talking about teeth and helping bring healthy
smiles to West Michigan.

Women’s Philanthropy: Your place to inspire, help and connect.

WHO WE ARE

Women philanthropists are the change makers and community shapers of the world. We are sisters and
daughters, mothers and friends, compassionate and committed women at every stage of life and career.
Federation’s Women’s Philanthropy engages Jewish women in the fulfilling work of making the world a better
place. In every community, we are building and supporting Jewish life for today and for generations to come.

WOMEN IN ACTION

Through our donations and our hands-on community service, we fight domestic violence, improve women’s
health and nutrition, provide shelter to vulnerable children, protect at-risk

Ne an Do I.I. ! seniors and so much more. During the COVID crisis, we’ve helped meet

increased needs in our communities. We support Israel with our dollars and
our presence. Federation inspires and empowers women to become leaders
and decision-makers. Our collective philanthropy enriches our own lives
while improving the lives of others.

27\

We welcome you to the Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids Women’s
Philanthropy. There’s a place for you here, no matter where life and career
have taken you. Add your voice to this amazing community of women. Our
collective philanthropy is purposeful and effective.

For more information, contact Evan Rossio,

AAAAAAAAA

Campaign Director at evan@jfgr.org
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Sove e Date

ON THURSDAY, JUNE 30, 2022
AT SIX O'CLOCK PM

FOR THE UNVEILING OF THE
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL SCULPTURE,
WAYS TO SAY GOODBYE
BY ARIEL SCHLESINGER

HONORING THE PESTKA FAMILY

MORE INFORMATION COMING SOON

OF GRAND RAPIDS Gardens & Sculpture Park

14 i N\ The Jewish Federation FREDERIK MEIJER
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Ukraine Crisis Update

“Communities do not wait until there is a fire to build a fire department, and the Jewish people do not wait until there

is an emergency to create an effective system of rescue and humanitarian aid. The skill and expertise we have been

witnessing in the relief efforts in Ukraine and in the bordering countries is the result of years of experience, training,
relationship building, and fundraising.”

Eric D. Fingerhut, President and Chief Executive Officer, Jewish Federations of North America

The Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids has joined

the Jewish Federations of North America’s (JFNA)
emergency campaign to provide humanitarian
assistance to Jewish populations in Ukraine. Funds will
be allocated through JFNA'S core partners including:
The Jewish Agency for Israel, The Joint Distribution
Committee, and World ORT (Organization for
Rehabilitation Through Training). They are on the ground
providing critical welfare where it is needed most

to support, protect, and safeguard Ukraine’s Jewish
community, as well as, Jewish refugees in neighboring
countries.

JFNA has raised over 40 million and allocated funds to:

Help people make Aliyah to Israel
Secure the local communities and institutions
Maintain critical welfare services

Assist internally displaced persons in multiple
locations

Launch an emergency hotline for refugees
Secure temporary housing for people in transit

Purchase satellite phones to maintain
communications across the region

Secure five Jewish schools and training staff to
manage crisis needs

If you would like to make a donation to the Ukraine crisis visit the Jewish Federation of
Grand Rapids at www.https://www.jewishgrandrapids.org

100% of your donation will go to help our Jewish family in Ukraine

Thank gou to the Grand Rapids commanity members who have

As of April 30, 2022

contrihuted to the Ukraine Relief Crisis.

Nancy & Morton Abish
Michelle Benjamin
Robin & David Bowman
Janet Chesman & Robert Fordney
Michael Chesman
Barbara & Mike Gerson
Karen & Tom Haight
Mort > & Gerry Hoffman
Marty Ferriby & Roger Rapoport
Erin & Anna Fisk
Diane Hammerman

Stephanie & Mark Jesin
Judith Joseph
Dafna & Greg Kaufman
Carolyn & Brad Kennedy
Myrna & Leon Kirschner
Marilyn & Norm Leven
Marilynn & Donald Lystad
Jamie Mills
Nicole & Jordan Newman
Lisa Rashewsky
Karen, Mitchell & Louis Padnos

Eve & Nelson Rider
Sherri & John Robinson
Sandra Roth
Maxine & Charles Shapiro
Kristen & Douglas Siegel
Arthur Slabosky
The Jerome P. Subar Family
United Jewish School: 2nd Grade
Marni & Scott Vyn
Linda West
Dana Winniman
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JFGR Men's Outdoor Group

Get together outdoorsieach Wednesday morning! Meet new
people, hang out with'eld friends , get fresh air and exercise.
We can tailor our outings to fit you.

Upcoming Meeting Dates:
April 27
May 4

Email Jim Siegel at
jims@siegeljewelers.com for
time and location of each outing,
and for additional questions and
carpool arrangements.

Women Unite

Hiking Group

Women Unite Hiking Club

Sunday, May 8 - Mother's Day Kick-off Walk - Rockford Trail and
coffee at Herman's Boy following @ 9:30am by the dam (215 N Main
St, Rockford, Ml 49341)

Sunday, May 15 - Reeds Lake @ 9:30am in front of Rose’s Restaurant
(550 Lakeside Dr. SE, East Grand Rapids, M| 49506)

What to bring: a water bottle and a good pair of sneakers

Please RSVP with Sandi Simms
Email: sandi@simmselectronics.com
or via text: (616) 437-5165

The Shofar
MAY 2022

News from
the Nosh

We are officially under construction!

Thank you for continuing to submit
recipes. We are looking for the
following categories: appetizers,
mains, desserts, Passover &
holiday, Vegan/Vegetarian, sides,
and international (e.g. Russian,
Sephardic, Mizrahi, “old country”
etc.)

A reminder that we are accepting
recipes and content via www.JFGR.
org, mailing to the Federation
office, or by email: evan@jfgr.org.

Keep them coming!

===

™ TheNosh

—

JFGR is conducting a survey

to gauge the interest in Jewish
senior housing options in West
Michigan.

If you are interested in
participating, the survey is brief,
open to all community members,
and can be found at www.jfgr.org.
Thank you!
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In these uncertain times, we're continuing to provide
and support programs that:

¢ Assist Community Members in Need

¢ Educate Children and Foster Jewish Identity
¢ Promote a Just Society Through Social Action
¢ Provide Jewish Arts & Cultural Programming
¢ Offer Aid and Education Overseas

SWwWFWW%%AQMmeﬁf#@p/ﬁ?M

https://www.jewishgrandrapids.org/ or call 616-942-5553 to make your gift

An award winning entertainer; a customized event to tell your story

DJ(y-PAPI

www.djgpapi.com

Bar/Bat Mitzvahs-VWeddings-Corporate Events
it E

BE2  260-308-2310 | www.djgpapi.com

.3
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BENGTSON CENTER

A PLACE THAT FEELS LIKE

Call to Schedule Your
Cosmetic Consultation
Today!

BRAD BENGTSON, MD, FACS

DAVID ALFONSO, MD, FACS

Bengtson Center

for AESTHETIC LASTIC SURGERY

BENGTSONCENTER.COM / 2155 EAST PARIS AVENUE SE, GRAND RAPIDS / 616.588.8880

ORAL SURGERY

& DENTAL IMPLANT STUDIO

KEEP
ClRIGAN]
4 /1 ¥~ SMILING

Mark L. Jesin, DDS A.J. Lytle, DDS

At Advanced Oral Surgery & Dental Implant Studio, patients achieve healthier, happier smiles. We operate in-house as both a
surgical office and dental lab, bringing patients expedited care and personalized results. We are passionate about delivering a
phenomenal patient experience and use advanced technology in all facets of surgery, including dental implant surgery under
computer guidance, full mouth smile reconstructions, wisdom teeth removal, and many other procedures. If you have any oral
surgery needs, our board-certified oral surgeons are here for you and dedicated to your smile and oral health.

\\\QADVANCED

3855 Burton St SE, Suite B, Grand Rapids, MI 49546 | P: (616) 369-0360 | F:(616) 369-0361 | advancedoralsurgerymi.com
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Financial Focus
How to be a good money manager

in retirement
By Chad Zagel, CFR® AAMS,® JFGR Board Member

If you reach retirement with a significant amount of
assets, you’ve done a great job of saving and investing.
But now comes another challenge — making that money
last.

You might think that this task, as important as it is,
won’t be as hard as accumulating the money in the first
place. Yet, a sizable number of people have reached

a different conclusion. In fact, 36% of retirees say
managing money in retirement is more confusing than
saving for retirement, and 56% say they wish they had
budgeted for more unexpected expenses in retirement,
according to the Edward Jones/Age Wave Four Pillars
of the New Retirement study.

What steps can you take to help you become an
effective money manager during your retirement years?
Here are a few to consider:

* Set your goals. Your money management needs
will certainly depend, to some extent, on what
your goals are for the coming years. Will you
travel extensively? Stay close to home and
pursue your hobbies? Or maybe even open a
small business? Once you identify your vision
for retirement, you can estimate how much it
will cost, which will then dictate much of your
spending and saving needs.

* Stick to a budget. If you’ve followed a budget
throughout your working years, there’s no
reason to stop now — in fact, budgeting may be
even more essential when you retire. Of course,
you don’t necessarily want to force yourself to
be as frugal as possible — after all, you worked
hard, saved and invested so you can enjoy a
comfortable retirement lifestyle. Look for
reasonable cost-cutting opportunities, such as
eating out less often or eliminating streaming
services you don’t use.

* Don’t underestimate health care costs. Even when
you’re on Medicare and pay for supplemental
insurance, health care costs could still be one
of your biggest expenses during retirement.
Initially, budgeting for $4,500 to $6,500 per
person annually may be a good starting point

page 9
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for traditional health care
expenses in retirement.
However, depending on your
health, prescription drug
usage and other factors, your
costs could be higher or lower. And you may also
want to estimate long-term care expenses as part
of your plan.

Chad Zagel JFGR
Board Member

* Look for senior discounts. Once you’re a senior,
you may be able to find discounts on a wide
range of items and activities, such as movies,
transportation, groceries, gym memberships and
more. By taking advantage of these discounts, you
can save a surprising amount of money and ease
pressure on your cash flow.

* Establish a sustainable withdrawal strategy. For
decades, you’ve been putting money into your
IRA and 401(k). But once you’re retired, you will
likely need to start taking withdrawals from these
accounts. It’s essential that you don’t withdraw so
much early in your retirement that you eventually
run the risk of outliving your money. You may
want to work with a financial professional,
who can analyze your entire situation — assets,
expenses, lifestyle, expected longevity, etc. — and
recommend a sustainable withdrawal rate.

Keep in mind that once you turn 72, you may be
required to take out a certain amount each year
from your 401(k) and your traditional IRA, so
you’ll want to incorporate these withdrawals into
your overall income strategy.

Do whatever it takes to become a good money manager
during retirement. You’'ll find that it’s well worth the
effort.

Chad Zagel, CFP®, AAMS®, is a Financial Advisor with
Edward Jones, a University of Michigan graduate, and in
his free time, Chad enjoys spending time with his family and
volunteering.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial
Advisor. Edward Jones, Member SIPC

Edward Jones is a licensed insurance producer in all states and Washington, D.C., through
Edward D. Jones & Co., L.P, and in California, New Mexico and Massachusetts through Edward
Jones Insurance Agency of California, L.L.C.; Edward Jones Insurance Agency of New Mexico,
L.L.C.; and Edward Jones Insurance Agency of Massachusetts, L.L.C. California Insurance
License 0C24309
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Grand Rapids Delivers Solidarity to Ukrainian Refugees in Israel

By Marni Vyn and Sandi Simms, JFGR Board Members & P2G Co-chairs

Last month we celebrated Passover, commemorating
when the Jewish People fled from slavery in Egypt to
freedom in Israel. By retelling our story from thousands
of years ago, we are reminded of the importance of
helping those who are in dire situations today. Many

of us have watched in horror as Ukraine is attacked by
Russia and felt helpless in how to help.

In April we had the incredible opportunity to

travel to Israel’s Central Galilee region with the
Partnership2Gether program through the Jewish
Federation of Metro Detroit. The community of Nof
HagGalil is working to resettle thousands of Ukrainian
refugees (specifically, women, children, and the elderly
since the men ages 18-60 were required to stay behind
for military service).

The refugees arrived in Israel with almost nothing

but the clothes on their backs. The municipality is
tirelessly working to provide them with clothing, shelter,
schooling for the children, and Hebrew classes for those
who choose to make Aliyah.

The ground level of a parking garage was converted
into a “shopping center” designed to meet the refugees’
basic needs and restore dignity to people who lost

from completely different wal

“Astonishing”

everything. The city’s employees and the numerous
volunteers who run the “store” are true heroes.

Among the photos, below is a sweet woman who
explained in her broken English that she shows these
gowns to the women who arrive at the center so full

of fear and heartbreak in order to remind them that
there is hope — and some day they will be reunited with
their men and wear such clothes again. She wanted us
to know what she does to help lift up broken souls, and
now you know about her too. There ARE people whose
seemingly small actions save our humanity.

So many members of
our Jewish community
in West Michigan
stepped up to help the
Ukrainian refugees

by donating much-
needed socks and
underwear, which we
hand-delivered to the
“store”. Thank you so
much to those of you
who contributed!

May 14 @ 7pm & May 15 @ 4pm

New York Times Bestselling Author Dave Eggers

Peter Ferry’s

01d
Heart

A Bittersweel Love Story.

raag and African American Army Licutenant Tom Johnson worked tc
tch in the north still occupied by Nazi forces. These two young people
of life fall in love only to separate after the war. Sixty years later Tom is

being forced to move to an assisted living facility in his hometown of Detroit by his children. He secretly
decides to skip town and return to the Netherlands hoping to rediscover his first love.

TICKETS: redfordtheatre.com

TRAILER: vimeo.com/590676645

D= THEATRE
17360 Lahser Road Detroit, M1 48219
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A Journey into Modern Antiquity
By Sandi Simms
Federation Board Member, and Partnership2together (P2G) Steering Committee Member

In 2018 Marni Vyn and I traveled to Israel with the
Jewish Federation of Metro Detroit to the Jezreel
Valley which is an agricultural region in northern Israel.
We were invited to learn about a partnership that the
Detroit Federation helped to establish twenty-five
years ago along with the Grand Rapids and Ann Arbor
Federations. Today, a vibrant partnership exists between
this region and the Federations of Detroit and Ann
Arbor so we headed off to find out how we could bring
Grand Rapids back into the partnership. In April of
this year, Marni and I were finally able to travel back to
Israel with the P2G Steering Committee to further the
work of creating connections in our “region.”

The trip began with us joining up with the other
Michigan steering committee members, and our
Israeli counterparts in
Nazareth. Traveling
together for four
days, we toured the
partnership region
which includes the
towns of Nof HaGalil,
Migdal HaEmek, and
the fertile Jezreel
Valley. We engaged in
conversations about
shared society and
the current challenges
of building trust

and reducing the
intermittent violence
that hurts the entire
country. We heard

Sandi Simms and Marni Vyn
in Acre, Israel. Enjoying the
beautiful city and learning more
about what sparked violence in
this shared community last May.

JOHNSEN WIKANDER

616-233-9160
www.wesimichigandivorce.com

from passionate Jewish,
Christian, and Muslim
Israeli leaders, educators,
and community organizers
about their challenges and
breakthroughs in creating
a shared society based in

equity.

We met with bright, young
Jewish Israeli students
from diverse backgrounds
preparing for their futures
as leaders while muddling
through the complexities
of their societies, their
identities, and what it means to be an Israeli, Arab, and
Jew alike. We met educators who cross the divide and
bring Arab and Jewish youth together. We listened to
the story of a Christian Palestinian who lost his village
and boyhood home in 1948, and how he is working to
bring his lost community back to the land of his family.
We visited the ancient town of Tzippori, a long-time
place where Christians, Jews, and Druse have lived
together and met kindergarten teachers who teach in
three languages (Hebrew, Arabic, and English) to meet
the needs of their diverse students.

Sandi Simms and Marni Vyn
at the shopping center created
by the city of Nof HaGalil,
Israel for Ukrainians refugees

fleeing their homes.

However, the best was yet to come. In the interim four
years since we first stepped foot in the Jezreel Valley,
two communities were identified as good matches to
become our very own “sister city” in Israel. Marni and I
had the esteemed honor of meeting with representatives
of both places and touring their beautiful communities.
We are going through the paces and due diligence to
select the community that best matches the values of
our Jewish community here in Grand Rapids. The
opportunity for both communities is remarkable as

the partnership is first and foremost a relationship-
building entity. This is not about fundraising or financial
support, it was created to allow Jews to support each
other through sharing experiences and making lasting
friendships across religion, age, and nationality. The
potential of our partnership is limited only by our
imaginations. We will have much more to share as plans
become clearer, as the path to new friendships across
the world opens up for our whole community.
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Final Senior Schmooze!

Thanks to the Louis & Louise Weiner Fund, Senior
Schmooze has returned on select dates this Spring.

Senior Schmooze is a program of the Jewish Federation

H 1 of Grand Rapids for our retired community members
FI nal De' |Very (65 and up). Sign up to have a KOSHER Shabbat meal

Date: delivered straight to your door! Meals will include fresh
challah, matzo ball soup, a cookie and other tasty treats.

May 13 Visit jfgr.org or contact
Julianna Schrier at
julianna@jfgr.org or call
(616) 942-5553 to RSVP

Catered by Taste of
Israel's Michal Ravid

w

SIEGEL
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Sunny Nayberg:
Educator & Advocate for Israel

When a young Russian speaking Israeli girl immigrated
to Michigan from Israel, she could not have predicted
the deep passion that she would develop for educating
and advocating for her ancestral homeland. For Sunny
Nayberg, who currently serves as the Michigan Israel
Programs Admission Director with Jewish National
Fund-USA’s (JNF-USA), that passion is now just a way
of life, and she is excited to inspire her community’s next
generation of future leaders.

Sunny was born in Afula, Israel and moved to West
Bloomfield when she was 13 years old. She has always
been connected within the Jewish community, from
being a Jewish Summer Camp Camper, to later attending
Grand Valley State University for her first two years of
her undergrade and being involved with the Hillel on
campus. “It made me stay connected to my roots in Israel
and made me feel at home,” she said.

Recently, Sunny joined JNF-USA, where she has been
able to live and breathe her passion for educating and
advocating for Israel across the state of Michigan. Jewish
National Fund-USA’s strategic vision has been and
always will be, to ensure a strong, secure, and prosperous
future for the land and people of Israel. Everything they
do -- every project, initiative, and campaign- is integral
to the vision of building and connecting to Israel.
JNF-USA plants trees, builds houses and parks, sources
water solutions, buys fire trucks, and improves the lives
of people with special needs. As a result of that, JNF-
USA boosts tourism, supports Aliyah, promotes Zionist
education and engagement, builds medical centers and
trauma centers, funds agricultural and culinary research,
and more. They do all these things because each

project, each program, each partnership, is consistent
with the strategic vision of population growth in the
north and south, connecting the next generation to
Israel, infrastructure development, ecology, forestation,
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heritage preservation, and
more -- all for the land and
people of Israel.

One of Sunny’s favorite
programs that she is
promoting in our community is (i
Alexander Muss High School
in Israel (Muss), JNF-USA’s

Sunny Nayberg
flagship study abroad in Israel program for high school
students.

With five Michigan students spending either a semester
or a summer program in Israel at Muss within the last
two years, the study abroad experience that focuses

on academic excellence has continued to gain traction
within the Michigan Jewish community. With a unique
educational experience that blends traditional High
School classes with experiential learning that uses the
land of Israel as a living and breathing classroom, Muss
gives students an unforgettable experience they can take
with them when they return home.

Sunny’s advice to any high school student looking to
enhance their college applications is simple: “If you
want to stand out from the crowd and demonstrate
independence, leadership, and dedication to your
community, a study abroad experience at Muss is for
you!”

For more information about Alexander Muss High School in
Israel (AMHSI) or Jewish National Fund (JNF-USA), go to
ambhsi.org or contact Sunny Nayberg at snayberg@jnf.org.

Sunny Nayberg is the Michigan Israel Programs Admissions
Director at Jewish National Fund-USA (JNF-USA). Sunny

is a proud Grand Valley State University Alum and recently
earned her Government Studies Masers of Arts Degree from the
Interdisciplinary Center, Herzliya. Sunny is passionate about
educating and advocating for Israel.

THANKFUL

GRATEFUL

cHiNucH CHESED KINDNESS KAHILLAH

TIKKUN @LAM

APPRECIATION
EDUCATION

REPAIR THE WORLD

TZEDAKAH

COMMUNITY
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UNLINTER

p/olunteers Needed:

Interested in Joining us? We Need Help With:
" . Driving community

Email Julianna@ifgr.org members to appointments.

Or call (616) 942-5553 Delivering items to those in
need.

ext. 206 Assisting with in-person

programs.

Looking forward to your help!

m Library

Bring Jewish stories home

The PJ Library, a program of the
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids
now has 120 children enrolled
with 83 families.

@

Jewish Federation

OF GRAND RAPIDS

THE STRENGTH OF A
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

www.jfgr.org
616.942.5553

r\'b (¥ /

To enroll your child, visit www.pjlibrary.org.

FREE JEWISH CHILDREN’S BOOKS

Judith Joseph’s great
granddaughter, Beverly,
playing with her new

FOODIES AND
SOUPIES

Serving a wide variety of always-rotating soups
fresh salads, sandwiches, creamy mac, broth
bowls and grain bowls.

Looking to feed a group?
Order Zoup! Catering at zoup.com/catering.

SIGN UP FOR INSIDERZ REWARDS zoup.com/rewards

Get FREE stuff, rewards, and points whenever you order Zoup!
Complete your profile today and get a FREE bowl of soup!

y

[V

Zoup! Medical Mile
(616) 608-1400

Zoup! Byron Center Ave.
(616) 261-8022

Zoup! Cascade Rd.
(616) 956-3052

ORDER ONLINE o¢ ZOUP.COM e DELIVERY e CURBSIDE
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JScreen
By Shari Ungerleider

When I gave birth to my first child, Evan in August of
1994, my husband Jeff and I were so happy that after

nine long months of anticipation, we were blessed with

a beautiful and healthy baby. We joyfully watched Evan
develop normally for the next six months and had the
normal hopes and
dreams for his future.
Over the next few
months we started to
become concerned,
as we realized

that Evan was not
developing at the
same pace as other
children his age. We
witnessed our friends
children begin to roll
over, sit up, crawl,
stand, walk, talk and interact with each other. Evan was
not able to do any of this; he just watched and smiled but
soon his smile began to lessen and his observing became a
distant stare. Evan was not even able to sit up by himself
without falling over. We also started to notice that he was
having difficulty eating.

At 10 months we brought Evan to the pediatrician for
what we thought was a standard well visit, but this turned
out to be the beginning of our nightmare. After several
months, visits to numerous doctors and endless tests,
Evan was diagnosed with Tay-Sachs disease. This news
not only devasted us, but shocked us since I was tested

for Tay-Sachs and told I was not a carrier. I immediately
contacted my OB/GYN who upon re-examining my
records discovered that I had actually tested positive as
Tay-Sachs carrier.

2

As Evan’s disease quickly progressed, he was unable to
move on his own, he suffered multiple seizures daily and
had respiratory difficulty, which required us to suction him
regularly. He eventually became blind and deaf. We had
a feeding tube surgically inserted so that Evan would be
able to stay properly nourished and medicated. He had to
undergo several hours a week of physical therapy so that
his muscles would not atrophy.

We wanted to care for Evan at home so that we could
spend as much time with him as possible and not take a
moment of his life for granted. We wanted to create a
lifetime of memories with Evan in the short time he had
left. We spent our days taking him to the park, pool,
beach and zoo. He was constantly surrounded by people
who loved him. Evan lost his battle with Tay-Sachs when
he was almost 4 2 years old.

We have three other healthy children. With each of my
other pregnancies, [ updated my carrier screening for
diseases that were added to the panel. Knowing that

Jeff and I were both carriers for
Tay-Sachs disease we were able to
make family planning choices that
enabled us to have healthy children.
We chose to get pregnant naturally
and have a CVS test performed at
10 weeks. From the bottom of my
heart, I believe that every couple
should be able to make educated decisions, based on
accurate genetic information. We are so blessed to have
our other children; however, it does not take away or
replace the tremendous loss we feel every day for Evan. 1
constantly imagine what it would be like for us as a family
if Evan were still alive.

Shari Ungerleider

To honor Evan, I decided to turn our tragedy into
something positive so that other families would be
spared the suffering that we experienced by raising
awareness about the importance of carrier screening.

It is essential that everyone who is planning to start or
add to their family seek preconception carrier screening
along with genetic counseling to determine if they are at
risk of having a child with any of these horrific diseases.
The purpose of carrier screening coupled with genetic
counseling is to identify carrier couples, preferably before
pregnancy, and help them understand the impact of the
disease they carry on an affected child and to present
reproductive options to the couple.

Shari Ungerleider is an Outreach Coordinator for JScreen, a non-

profit organization dedicated to saving lives through genetic screening

and education. Shari, along with her husband Jeff and father Stanley
Michelman founded the Evan Lee Ungerleider Foundation when her son
was diagnosed with Tay-Sachs disease. This foundation is part of the
National Tay-Sachs and Allied Diseases Association, New York Chapter,
where served on the board for over 20 years. Shari has four children, Evan
(mentioned above), Justin, Leigh and Sydney. She lives in Wayne, NJ with
her family.

sssssssssssss

Did you know? <

Each pregnancy is at \
anindependentrisk. ) A"

Carrier screening can determine your risk for having
a child with a genetic disease. Did you know that
testing panels are updated every few years? If you're
planning to have another baby, it is important to

update your screening.

Save $50 on Reproductive Carrier Screening at JScreen.org with PJFamily50
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As Your Shaliach, I’'ll Personalize Israel for You
By Ophir Tal

Congratulations, Grand Rapids!
You have a shaliach now, and it
happens to be me-Ophir Tal, a
Jerusalem-native Israeli who’s
currently based in Tel-Aviv. 'm a
writer, facilitator and the founder
and lecturer of Whylsrael lecture
initiative for international Jewish
communities. As your online
Shaliach, I seek to create a sense of
home far from home by bringing Israel to your laptop
screens and into your hearts.

Ophir Tal

But first, let me unpack what a shaliach is, and more
importantly-Why have I become your shaliach.

In Hebrew, the word Shaliach has multiple meanings:
a delivery guy, but also a messenger. A person who’s
spreading a word, but also an envoy, an emissary.

I find myself relating to all of the above.

In our context, a shaliach is an emissary, sent on behalf
of the largest Jewish NGO on earth, The Jewish Agency
For Israel to a selected Jewish community (in this case,
the lovely grand rapids).

The role of the shaliach is to address the various
platforms of your community by producing, organizing
and delivering Israel-themed content. In our most
recent context-I’ll be a shaliach without borders, as
the programs I’ll create with various partners in Grand
Rapids will occur entirely online.

Moreover, a shaliach is someone you can turn to on
issues that juxtapose the needs of your community with

App Today!

The Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids
is excited to introduce our new app.

Click here to sign up 1o our
mailing list

opportunities are now just a click away.

Download the JFGR

Now you can stay connected and up-to-date
on everything Federation from your iPhone or iPad.
Programming, news, social services, and volunteering

Israel-related matters. That is the case because as a
shaliach I'm not just familiar with Israel, I am Israel.

In fact, there are multiple “Israels”. Just like myself,
there are hundreds of emissaries throughout the jewish
world, each and any one of them are acting as their own
angle of Israel, and working to nourish the sense of
Jewish peoplehood in their selective arenas of activism.

As for me-This isn’t my first time as an emissary.
Between the years 2018 and 2020 I served as the
emissary of The 14th Street Y community center in
New York City, and I was amazed by how fostering
the conversation about Israel is a pathway towards
community empowerment.

During that time, I've learned vital lessons on how
Online webinars, lectures and activities could bridge
gaps of language and geography and harness the spirit
of collective curiosity in confusing times.

Prior to my term as an emissary, [ worked as a facilitator
of Israeli-Palestinian dialogue groups, and as a
Journalist in the acclaimed Israeli magazine Ynet.

I intend to leverage all of this experience and alongside
community members and leaders craft content that
will bring a nuanced Israel into the iphones, laptops
and minds of thousands of Jews in the Grand Rapids
community.

Through lectures, dialogues, games and the power of
the written word, I hope to personalize Israel for you, so
it will become your own for a lifetime.

This is going to be an exciting ride, and I can’t wait to
embark on this journey with all of you!

Download on the

{7\ The Jewish Feder
App Store @ !

o
T\

Jewish Federation
Grand Rapids
Arad Okanin

[ OPEN _ M

4+

Years Old

EN

English

Q

Reference

@

Arad Qkanin
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Excerpt: How to Improve Your Life:
Seven Tips from Brian Tracy

By Coach John Robinson

The following is an excerpt from my blog post, “How to
Improve Your Life: 7 Tips from Brian Tracy."

Why is a leadership lens good for success in both our
personal and professional lives? I believe the answer lies
in our language and how we speak about our lives. We
often talk about leading our lives, with a reference to
leadership at the heart of that saying. Therefore, I help
people use a leadership lens to increase their success,
happiness, life satisfaction and more.

Today I want to share tips from Brian Tracy’s article,
“7 Leadership Qualities of All Great Leaders” and help
you apply them in leading your life better, personally
or professionally. Whether you are dealing with a
challenge (such as workplace issues, feeling empty,
facing failure, friendship frictions, or career pressure)
or looking to achieve something (such as hitting work
or life goals, finding purpose or greater peace and
happiness), I want to use these tips to help you apply
a leadership lens to your life. (If you want to read the
original article, go here: https://snip.ly/me7z5v)

“1. Vision: GREAT LEADERS have a clear, exciting
idea of where they are going and what they are trying to
accomplish.”

Whether you are going for personal or professional
success, it is important to have this vision. In my video,
“Three-Step Success Plan for Improved Health, Wealth
& Relationships” (https://snip.ly/Oyw53p), I help

people achieve this vision through my first step which

is to create a Dream Blueprint. A great way to build a
Dream Blueprint is through a tool called a vision board.
Learn more about making a vision board here: https://
snip.ly/xhcgwk.

“2. Courage: Among the 7 LEADERSHIP qualities,
courage is the most identifiable outward trait.”

There are plenty of opportunities for courage. In our
personal lives, it might be that it’s time to get to the

Your dreams
absolutely

can come true

COACHJOHN.HELP

doctor to find out what they have
to say about our health, or talking
to a loved one about a tension
between us. Professionally, it
might be sharing in front of the
team or going for a promotion.
Two great resources for this are
Brave, Not Perfect (https://snip.
ly/945wdt) from Reshma Saujani
and Brené Brown’s work on vulnerability, such as her
TED Talk “The Power of vulnerability” (https://snip.ly/
th3kfe).

“3. Integrity: The main value that almost all executives
agree upon for their company is integrity.”

Coach John Robinson

One of the things that I think can be really tough to do
but equally empowering is the integrity to be true to
yourself. That’s why I share with people my 3B’s: Be
You, Be Unpredictable and Just Be. We are meant to be
our unique selves in the world, and the world needs what
we have to offer. No matter how small our gift might
seem, it is meant to be shared. (You can see me talk
about them here: https://snip.ly/8c3wq9).

For the other four tips, read my full blog post, “How to
Improve Your Life: 7 Tips from Brian Tracy” at https://snip.
ly/Oxwuf5 or https://CoachJohn.help/blog

FREE Gift: Do you have trouble imagining success
getting through the storms? Are you afraid to believe
in it because you are scared of disappointment?
Do you feel fatalistic or lack belief in yourself? Let’s
change that. Here’s a FREE gift, access to The Win or
Learn Program. It is a 2-week mindset paradigm for an
optimistic life. It will help you reframe daily slip-ups,
reflect on goal success and recognise stresses that
stop you from winning. Get your access today at bit.ly/
WinOrLearn2022.

Feeling stuck? Want to improve your health, wealth or relationships?
Coach John serves as an Executive & Personal Leadership Coach.
He takes a stand for passionate people with a dream, to help them
feel supercharged and ready to launch to the next phase, even when
they feel lost or unsure. Your dreams absolutely can come true!
Reach out at info@CoachJohn.help with questions or comments.




page 18
Communit

FOUNDATION FOR JEWIS

If your child is enrolled in PJ Library and
attending an overnight summer camp for the
first time, you may be eligible for up to
$1,000 in scholarships! Visit
onehappycamper.org for more information
on eligibility, award details, and how to
apply. Check out the PJ Goes to Camp
page on pjlibrary.org for additional details.

JUNE 20TH-
JULY 1ST 2022
9:00AM - 3:30 PM

Kiddy Camp: Ages 3-5
Main Division: Ages 6-10
Pre-Teen Division: Ages 11-12

COVID-19 SAFETY
WARM & CARING STAFF
ART, SCIENCE & BAKING

SPECIALTY ELECTIVES
EXCITING TRIPS

JEWISH PRIDE
AND MUCH MORE!

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND TO REGISTER, VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
CHABADWM.COM/CAMP OR CALL RIVKA AT 616.206.9654

The Shofar
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Whether you are looking for a kosher catering solution,
a holiday meal, or a great family dinner,
Tahyeem has you covered!

MICHAL RAVID
Owner / Chef

9 Grand Rapids, Ml

( (832)641-5926

Israelibestfood@gmail.com Middle Eastern Israeli Cuisine
& www.tahyeem.com

(©)E) (1)

You Need
Ride?

Doctors appointment, grocery
store or pharmacy? Let us take
you where you want to go.

Contact Julianna Schrier, Community Connector
at 616.942.5553 x206 or Julianna@JFGR.org
to schedule your ride.

All rides need 24 hour advance notice.

Hours of service: 8am to 8pm

Thank you to the generosity

of the Ravitz Foundation <
for this service to the
Grand Rapids
Jewish community.
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Celebrate with Sabich

By Evan Rossio, Campaign Director, JFGR

Israel’s Day of Independence, or Yom Ha’atzmaut, commemorates the Israeli Declaration
of Independence in 1948. This year it falls from sundown on May 4th to sundown on May
Sth. A great way to celebrate is to make Sabich, a popular Israeli sandwich consisting of
eggplant, hard boiled eggs, and tehina (tahini) sauce.

Sabich

5 roasted eggplant, with olive oil, salt & pepper
Tehina/tahini sauce (below)

1 hard boiled egg, sliced thinly

2 small pickles, sliced thinly

Fresh parsley

Lemon zest

Bread of your choice

Evan Rossio

Cut an eggplant in half and score in a criss-cross pattern
about 2" deep. Drizzle with olive oil and sprinkle with salt
and pepper. Roast in a preheated 450 degree oven for
35-40 minutes and finish under the broiler for a couple
minutes to brown.

Spread tehina sauce on bread. Once cool, chop eggplant
and place on top of sauce. Add hard boiled egg and
pickles. Top with fresh parsley leaves and lemon zest.

Drizzle more tehina sauce on top.

Tehina Sauce
3 ¢ raw tehina (tahini)
Juice of Y2 lemon (2t)
1 clove of garlic minced to paste
4T cold water
Pinch of salt
Combine all ingredients and stir to reach a smooth
consistency using a fork, whisk, or food processor.

JEWISH THEATRE GRAND RAPIDS PRESENTS:

by Neil Simon
Tony Award for Best Play

May 12-22, 2022

May 12, 14, 19 & 21 at 7:30 pm.
Sundays May 15 & 22 at 3:00 pm.

SPECIAL OFFER
Buy one ticket and get the 2nd at 50% off.

GRCC'’s Spectrum Theatre
160 Fountain St NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
jtgradmin@gmail.com

1

1

1

1

I 1.Go to jtgr.ludus.com
I 2. Select your day and seats
| 3. Scroll down to “Add to Cart” Button
I 4. On the checkout page, put the code
1

1

1

BB50JFGR

in the “Discount or Promotion Code” box

Tickets at jtgrludus.com
=$28, 65+= $25, student =$10
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Beit Sefer B’yahad
United Jewish School

1715 Fulton St E | Grand Rapids Ml 49503
616.459.5976

United ¥
Jewish School
T2 74ap

1 can't believe this is my last newsletter of the school year! It's
been a fabulous year full of learning and growing in 5782! Thank
you for welcoming me into your children's lives. Thank you to
the teachers, parents, Rabbi Krishef, Rabbi Schadick, members
of the UJS board, Congregation Ahavas Israel, Temple Emanuel,
and the Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids. Without these
amazing entities, UJS couldn’t be possible. We are so blessed!

We’re so proud this year to have instituted so many wonderful
active and immersive Jewish experiences for students. This year,
we’ve added Jewish Yoga, Mindfulness and Meditation (YMM),
Jewish baking, Israeli dance, and T’filah every Sunday morning.
We have also increased our security measures, adding more hired
security officers as well as having multiple security evacuations
drills. We've engaged students of all ages in mitzvot throughout
the year, including raising 3613 to plant trees in Israel. Kol
hakavod!

As I write this, I must acknowledge what's sitting heavily on

my heart and the trauma our Grand Rapids community is
experiencing after the death of Patrick Lyoya who was shot and
killed by a police officer. We are more committed now more than
ever to creating a welcoming community for everyone where we
can learn from one another, empathize with one another and
support one another, and where we look beyond the walls of

the synagogue to connect with our community-at-large as well.
Zichrono livracha.

Before we bring this year to a close, I want to note a few

valuable moments coming up that will continue to connect our
community. On May 8th, we will be celebrating Yom Ha'atsma'ut
-- Israel's Independence Day! We have a special guest, our
community shaliach, Ophir Tal, who will appear on our big
screen television and will interact with our kids in real time,
straight from Tel Aviv. Kids will be asking him questions, getting
to know him, and Ophir will be sharing with us his love of his
beloved homeland.

Our last day of school will be May 15th. In the past, we've done
a field day with lawn games and fun activities. This year, we’d
like to go out with a bang! It would be amazing to have a big
BBQ, music, and some entertainment. I am looking for parent
volunteers to help me organize this. If you are interested, please
email me.

Thank you again for a fabulous year of growth and Jewish
learning. I can't wait for next fall as we'll continue to build on the
momentum we gained throughout the year.

L'simcha,
Cantor David Fair
Educational Director of the United Jewish School

X
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CHABAD OF WESTERN MICHIGAN

CHABAD OF WESTERN MICHIGAN

WEBSITE: WWW.CHABADWM.COM | FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM:
@CHABADWM | PHONE: 616-957-0770 |

EMAIL: CHABADWESTERNMICHIGAN@GMAIL.COM

All events are subject to change. Please stay safe and reach out if there is
anything we can do for you.

CHECK FACEBOOK @CHABADWM FOR VIRTUAL ZOOM LINKS AND
PASSWORDS OR TEXT RIVKA AT 616.206.9654!

WEEKLY VIRTUAL TORAH & TEA

For the connection we all need right now.

A Torah Study for ladies with Nechamy.
MONDAY EVENINGS ON ZOOM AT 8:00PM
Meeting ID: 966 6623 3600 Password: jwc

VIRTUAL TORAH CLASSES

TUESDAY EVENINGS ON ZOOM AT 7:30PM

For more Info or for zoom information, please contact
Rabbi Mordechai at 269.903.2770 or Rabbihaller@

chabadwestmichigan.com

CTEEN GRAND RAPIDS UPCOMING EVENTS:

CTeen is a part of the fastest growing teen network in the
world! It’s the place for ALL Jewish high school teens!

For more information about CTeen or to RSVP, contact
Rivka at 616.206.9654 or Rivkahweingarten@gmail.com.
WEEKLY VIRTUAL CTEEN LOUNGE NIGHT:

SUNDAY EVENINGS ON ZOOM AT 8:00PM

Meeting ID: 970 8155 3747 Password: 7Fqhvfln or text Rivka
for the link.

CTEEN DAY: COOKIES FOR COPS

SUNDAY, MAY 15™ | 1:00PM

Let’s thank the cops at the GRPD for protecting us!
SHAVUOT GARDEN PARTY

SUNDAY, JUNE 5™ | 1:00PM

END OF THE YEAR CELEBRATION & JTEXT AUCTION
MONDAY, JUNE 13™ | 7:00PM

Join us for the our 3" JText auction and end of year celebration
as we celebrate the past and build our future.

CTEEN JUNIOR UPCOMING EVENTS:

For Jewish teens Grades 6-8. To RSVP or for more info
contact Rivka at 616.206.9654

CTEEN JUNIOR: PAINT NIGHT

SUNDAY, MAY 15™ | 4:00PM

Explore your creativity and join us for a fun afternoon!

END OF THE YEAR CELEBRATION & JTEXT AUCTION
MONDAY, JUNE 13™ | 7:00PM

Join us for the our 3" JText auction and end of year celebration
as we celebrate the past and build our future.

NEW 6 WEEK JLI COURSE

Experience Jewish Learning Like Never Before. JLI makes
Jewish learning accessible & personally meaningful to every
Jew, regardless of background or affiliation.

Beyond Right. The values that shape Judaism’s civil code.
This course—approved for legal credits—combines the study
of Jewish values with the exploration of practical and relevant
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halachic questions. In the six lessons of this course we discuss
fundamental Jewish values such as lifnim mishuras hadin,
arvus, and teshuvah—and demonstrate how these values guide
and shape Jewish civil law. The goal of this course is to teach
students the true meaning of Jewish values and what makes
Jewish civil law uniquely Jewish.

SIX WEDNESDAY EVENINGS: 7:30-9:00PM | CLASSES
BEGINNING ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 18TH, 2022
VIRTUAL OPTION ON TUESDAY EVENINGS VIA
ZOOM | STARTING ON MAY 17TH, 2022 AT 7:30PM
Fee: $99 (textbook included) | $180 Sponsor

For more Info or to register go to Chabadwm.com/JLI or
contact Rabbi Mordechai at 269.903.7916 or Rabbihaller@
chabadwestmichigan.com

LAG B'OMER BONFIRE & BBQ
THURSDAY, MAY 19, 2022 | 5:00-8:00 PM
Join us for a Lag B’Omer Celebration.
Celebrate Jewish Pride and Unity!

Fun for the whole family!

SHAVUOT GARDEN PARTY

SUNDAY, JUNE 5TH, 2022 | 1:00PM

Join us to celebrate the holiday of Shavuot by reading the 10
Commandments followed by dairy delights & ice cream!

GAN ISRAEL DAY CAMP

Sign your child up for A Jewish summer experience of a lifetime!
Camp Gan Israel is designed to make your child’s summer
vacation fun, stimulating and entertaining!

The Camp Gan Israel experience is a unique combination of
Jewish pride and fun!

DATES: JUNE 20™ - JULY 157 2022 | 9:00AM - 3:30PM
Kiddy Camp: Ages 3-5 | Main Division: Ages 6-10 | Pre -
Teen Division: Ages 11-12

THE EARLY BIRD SPECIAL ENDS ON MAY 1ST 2022!
For more info, please contact Rivka at 616.206.9654 or email

us at campganisraelgr@gmail.com

GAN YILADIM PRESCHOOL - KINDERGARTEN

Gan Yiladim is a licensed preschool for Jewish children
ages 2-5 open to the entire Jewish community, regardless of
background or affiliation.

Gan Yiladim has been serving the Grand Rapids and
nearby Jewish communities, offering a joyful and enriching
educational experience to our students while fostering a love
for their Jewish heritage.

We take the best of both worlds — secular and Judaic — and
blend them into a program that is at once rich, fulfilling, and
stimulating.

The Gan believes in nurturing children with the SPICES of
life - focusing on their Social, Physical, Intellectual, Creative,
Emotional and Spiritual development.

Our students are given tools to find expression in art, music,
dance and drama. Through teamwork and friendship-
building, the children learn skills for life as they explore

and play in a loving and nurturing environment, guided by
experienced and dedicated staff.

For more information or to schedule a tour call Sarah at
616.375.9404
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JText ~ Jewish Trivia for Teens!

EVERY MONDAY & THURSDAY AT 7:00PM.

Be the 7th to answer correctly and win a $20 AMAZON
GIFT CARD straight to your phone!

Are you a Jewish teen in grades 6-12 that lives in West
Michigan and would like to join?!

Text “CTEENGR” to 616-207-1218 to be let in on the fun!

Jewish Trivia Game for Adults in Western Michigan!!

It’s fun, it’s quick, it will stimulate your mind- and the best
part is?

YOU ARE COMPETING TOGETHER WITH OUR
COMMUNITY AND FRIENDS!

The 7th player to answer correctly will win a FREE bottle of
Kosher wine!

Every SUNDAY & WEDNESDAY AT 7:00PM SHARP you
will receive a TRIVIA question via text message!

Reply with the number you think is correct. The 7th
participant to answer correctly wins!

It is amazing watching our community unite together to play,
connect, and learn.

To Join: text “CHABADWM” to 616-207-1218

Q Ahavas Israel

AHAVAS ISRAEL’S WEEKLY SERVICE TIMES:

Shabbat mornings, 9:30 a.m. We broadcast our services on our
Boxcast, Periscope, and Youtube channels. We send direct
links in the weekly eVoice.

* Boxcast channel: https://boxcast.tv/
channelo8qlthegb7y2ydx9ulck

* Youtube live channel (Search for Congregation Ahavas
Israel, Grand Rapids, MI and look under channel
content, live): https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCIHABW _jZIagf697Tk30C9A/videos

* Twitter: follow @ahavasisraelgr

SHAVUOT

The Krishef household will host a Shavuot evening gathering,
on Saturday night, June 4, at 7:30 p.m., details to follow.

‘We may limit numbers and we probably will not serve food.
But we will offer Shavuot Torah from the Sefat Emet, Rabbi
Yehuda Aryeh Leib Alter, the remarkably perceptive 19th
century leader of the Ger Hasidim. Contact Ahavas Israel for
details.

AHAVAS ISRAEL BOOK GROUP

May 18, 2022, 7:00 p.m. - The Dovekeepers,

by Alice Hoffman (fiction)

It’s not easy to make characters living in 70 C.E., fighting
the Romans on Masada, breathe on the page, but Alice
Hoffman’s masterpiece succeeds. Two women and five
children survived the massacre, according to first-century
Jewish historian Josephus. Hoffman builds upon his ancient
account, using it as a starting point to tell the stories of four
women whose divergent paths brought them to Masada.

https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book/the-dovekeepers
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TEMPLE
EMANUEL

Temple Emanuel was founded in 1857. We are a proud mem-
ber of the Union for Reform Judaism. We welcome all those
seeking a modern liberal approach to Jewish observance.

Our worship services are filled with music and opportunities
for reflection.

Sunday, May 1

We welcome former Neo Nazi and KKK member TM Garret
to our congregation. TM will share his story on how he came
to embrace love over hate. He will talk about extremism and
anti-Semitism. This event is underwritten by the Joseph and
Mary Stevens Holocaust Education Fund. Come for bagels
and coffee at 9:30 AM. TM will speak at 10:00 AM. RSVP
requested to Cathy@grtemple.org or at 459-5976.

Friday, May 6

Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
Celebrating Israel’s 74" Birthday

Saturday, May 7
Shabbat Services at 10:00 AM
Celebrating the Bat Mitzvah of Claire Christopherson

Dreaming Up the
Ideal Retirement

® Is Your Job. Helping
You Get There Is Ours.

To learn more about why Edward Jones
makes sense for you, call or visit my
office today.

Chad E Zagel, CFP®, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

705 Bagley Avenue Se
East Grand Rapids, M| 49506
616-233-9472

Friday, May 13

Family Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM

Special liturgy for children of all ages
Celebrating May birthdays and anniversaries

Saturday, May 14
Informal Shabbat Service in the Round at 10:00 AM

Friday, May 20
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
Special Blessing for Jeanne Englehart and Jack Novick

Saturday, May 21
Afternoon Services at 6:00 PM
Celebrating the Bar Mitzvah of Ari Schwartz

Friday, May 27
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM

Friday, June 3
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM

Saturday, June 4
Shabbat Services at 10:00 AM
Celebrating the B'nai Mitzvah of Maya and Noah Reed

Sunday, June 5

Shavuot Services at 10:00 AM
Vow Renewals under the Chuppah
Cheesecake Contest Tasting

edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING
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Thank you for supporting the
Grand Rapids Jewish Community

JFGR General Endowment/L'Dor Vador Fund
Julian and Judith Joseph Endowment Fund
Louis & Louise Weiner Fund
In Memory of Tony Saltzman, Cousin
Toby Dolinka
Jerry & Judy Subar Endowment Fund
Charles and Maxine Shapiro Endowment Fund
Woman of Valor Endowment Fund
Leven Family Endowment Fund
David & Susan Samrick Youth Scholarship Fund
Lois and Sheldon Kahn Health Help Fund
Donna G. Boorstein Memorial Fund
Sam and Jane Kravitz Social Services Fund
Fox Family Fund
The Finkelstein Brothers Fund
Henry Pestka Memorial Fund
In honor of Marilyn Leven’s 90th Birthday
Linda and Geoff Remes

e the—{dtel

JFGR virtual ANNUAL MEETING

Join us on Wednesday, June 8 at 7pm
Visit www.jewishgrandrapids.org
for more information.

OF GRAND RAPIDS

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE.
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

7 i W\ Jewish Federation

— page 23
— Endowment

Life cycle times, both happy and sad, are traditional times to make
donations to Jewish causes. You can make a donation of $10 or more to
the Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids in honor or in memory of members
of our community.

We then will acknowledge that donation with a card to that individual or
family. This is a wonderful way to send your good wishes and be able to
fulfill the mitzvah of tzedakah.

Please be sure to indicate what the occasion is and who is to receive the
card. Please specify which of the following funds you would like your
donation to be credited to:

Woman of Valor Fund To honor the women in our lives who have made
a difference personally, locally or nationally.

Federation General Endowment/L’'Dor Vador Fund To help ensure the
continued work of the Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids for now and
the future.

Julian and Judith Joseph Fund To provide for local programming and
events through the Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids.

David and Susan Samrick Youth Scholarship Fund To provide
scholarships to Jewish sleep away camps and experiences.

Charles and Maxine Shapiro Fund To help ensure long-term aid to Israel
and Jews around the world.

Louis and Louise Weiner Fund To help ensure local programming for
seniors in the Grand Rapids Jewish community.

Jerry and Judy Subar Fund To help ensure funding for overseas Jewish
communities’ needs.

Leven Family Fund To establish and provide Jewish facilities, and support
for cooperative programming among the congregations that support
Jewish education for our youth.

Sam and Jane Kravitz Social Services Fund To support Jewish social
services in Grand Rapids.

Donna G. Boorstein Memorial Fund To help ensure funding for Jewish
arts, culture and history in Greater Grand Rapids.

Lois and Sheldon Kahn Health Help Fund To support health services for
Jewish community members not covered by other financial resources.

Fox Family Fund To ensure that the PJ Library, a program of the Harold
Grinspoon Foundation, for children ages 6 weeks- 12 years old, remains in
the Western Michigan community and to provide high-quality educational
children’s programs.

The Finkelstein Brothers Fund Mort, Raleigh and Edward’s commitment
to educate the residents of Michigan about the Jewish families that settled
in West Michigan during the mid 1800s through community events and
educational programs.

Henry Pestka Holocaust Memorial Fund To make certain that the
Holocaust is an essential part of the human story forever through
educational programs and events that teach awareness, compassion and
to ensure these inhumane acts against humanity never happen again.

JFGR Endowment Fund Donation Form

Donation from: Name

Donor Address

Donor City/St/Zip

Send card to: Name

Send card to address

Send card to City/St/Zip

Fund (pick from list)

In honor of

In memory of

Notes:

Send your donation and this form to:
2727 Michigan NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49506




The Shofar

A monthly publication issued 12 times a year.

Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids
2727 Michigan NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506-1240

Send article text to: info@JFGR.org
Phone: 616.942.5553
www.jewishgrandrapids.org
Email: info@JFGR.org

Next Issue’s Information Deadline:
May 15, 2022

ADVERTISE IN THE SHOFAR

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
PAID

Grand Rapids, Ml
Permit No. 953

The Shofar is delivered to nearly 700 subscribers, 12 times a year. Space is limited.
Place your ad today! Contact Nicole@jfgr.org or 616.942.5553.

Michael J Murphy — Agent
mikem@jbhins.com

“For All Your Insurance Needs’

call (616) 868-0050

Auvto-Owners

INSURANCE
- BUSINESS

1




