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A Message from David Alfonso
JFGR Board Chair

By David Alfonso, MD

(Continued on page 3)

David Alfonso, MD

I hope this message finds you well and enjoying the later stages of 
summer.  I wanted to highlight some of the exciting and important 
events that the Federation has planned for the upcoming year.  We 
are pleased to be planning our events in person, starting with our 
Summer picnic being held August 12 at Manhattan Park.  Please 
see the shofar for more details.  This event is a fun opportunity 
to get together and hopefully enjoy some good weather and catch up with friends.  
Our highlight event is October 7, the Campaign Kickoff event.  We are looking 
forward to gathering in person and listening to Cantor Randy Herman.  This is the 
premier community event and we hope to have full attendance.  The Kickoff event 
is designed to promote enthusiasm among the West Michigan Jewish Community 
and allow us an opportunity to remind everyone about all the great things that the 
Federation does for our community.  

On another note, Nicole and I recently had the opportunity to sit down with our 
Congressman Peter Meijer to chat with him regarding our organization and issues 
that arise on the international level that involve Israel and can have effects here 
at home.  We had a very good engaging conversation and he was eager to learn 
more about what the Jewish Federation does and some of its History.  He has been 
a consistent supporter of Israel’s right to self defense and we had a meaningful 
conversation about anti-Semitism and how we deal with that as a nation and as a 
community.  It was a productive meeting and we all felt that we would like to have 
him come and speak to our  Jewish Community in the future about what is going on 
in Washington D.C. and how it may affect us.  I look forward to seeing many of you 
soon at our many events and I wish you health and happiness.

Dr. Alfonso is a board-certified plastic surgeon specializing in cosmetic surgery and has an interest in 
nutrition, and its role in health, healing and recovery after surgery.

              David
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David Alfonso, MD

I hope this message finds you well and enjoying the later stages of 
summer.  I wanted to highlight some of the exciting and important 
events that the Federation has planned for the upcoming year.  We 
are pleased to be planning our events in person, starting with our 
Summer picnic being held August 12 at Manhattan Park.  Please 
see the shofar for more details.  This event is a fun opportunity 
to get together and hopefully enjoy some good weather and catch up with friends.  
Our highlight event is October 7, the Campaign Kickoff event.  We are looking 
forward to gathering in person and listening to Cantor Randy Herman.  This is the 
premier community event and we hope to have full attendance.  The Kickoff event 
is designed to promote enthusiasm among the West Michigan Jewish Community 
and allow us an opportunity to remind everyone about all the great things that the 
Federation does for our community.  

On another note, Nicole and I recently had the opportunity to sit down with our 
Congressman Peter Meijer to chat with him regarding our organization and issues 
that arise on the international level that involve Israel and can have effects here 
at home.  We had a very good engaging conversation and he was eager to learn 
more about what the Jewish Federation does and some of its History.  He has been 
a consistent supporter of Israel’s right to self defense and we had a meaningful 
conversation about anti-Semitism and how we deal with that as a nation and as a 
community.  It was a productive meeting and we all felt that we would like to have 
him come and speak to our  Jewish Community in the future about what is going on 
in Washington D.C. and how it may affect us.  I look forward to seeing many of you 
soon at our many events and I wish you health and happiness.

Dr. Alfonso is a board-certified plastic surgeon specializing in cosmetic surgery and has an interest in 
nutrition, and its role in health, healing and recovery after surgery.

              David

David

As  I look back on the past year I am proud of all that our 
Federation, and our community has been able to accomplish. We 
began the year with our campaign kickoff event featuring Cantor 
Randy Herman and Cantor David Fair and it was very well attended.  
We faced some scheduling challenges for our in person events based 
on the ebbs and flows of Covid.  We look forward to being able to be 
back in person for our community events as well as our board meetings.

One of the most exciting aspects of this last year was that we were able to not only 
meet, but exceed our goal of raising $500,000 for our annual campaign.  This is an 
incredible accomplishment for a community of our size and we hope to carry this 
momentum forward into next year’s campaign as well.  Thank you to all of you that 
donated to this campaign, your dollars are critical to carrying out our mission of 
supporting our West Michigan Jewish Community.  Many of the funds stay here and 
assist with local needs as well as needs overseas.  We were also able to raise additional 
funds specifically designated to the Ukrainian Jews that have suffered during the war.

In addition to an excellent campaign season, we installed the Holocaust Memorial 
Sculpture Ways to Say Goodbye by Ariel Schlesinger at Meijer Gardens in late June. 
This historic gift was made possible by the generosity of Linda and Steve Pestka 
and their respective families.  Our board members worked tirelessly to help make 
this vision a reality.  We are proud to be able to display this enduring testament 
to Holocaust education and hope that it provides a resource to our non-Jewish 
community to enforce Holocaust remembrance.  I would also like to take this 
opportunity to acknowledge our great staff at the Federation, Nicole Katzman, Evan 
Rossio, Julianna Schrier, and Arad Okanin.  They are incredibly dedicated to the 
success of our organization and work behind the scenes to serve all the needs of our 
community.  They make my job as Board Chairman a pleasure.

Please keep September 15, 2022 at 7pm, open in your calendars as that is the date for 
our Campaign kickoff 2022 event.  I hope all of you have an enjoyable and relaxing 
summer and I wish you all much health and happiness.
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A Message from Linda Pestka,
Campaign Chair 2021 and JFGR Board Member

Linda is a native of Grand Rapids and 
a lifelong member of Ahavas Israel. She 
is a former teacher and counselor at the 
Grand Rapids Public Schools and the 
mother of two adult daughters and five 
adorable grandchildren. She is an avid 
dog lover, enjoys walking and traveling 

the world.

We live in unprecedented times. We are still dealing with the 
aftermath of the pandemic. Incidents of anti-Semitism are at an 
all-time high, and many Jews feel less safe, even in countries 
like the United States. Economic insecurity is on the rise. Israel 
is in an ongoing state of existential threat. What does the future 
look like? The events of the past year have shown us that 
it’s imperative that we take care of others in our community. 
Federation and campaign are more important than ever.

As a long-time resident of Grand Rapids and member of 
the Jewish community, I feel compelled to get involved. My 
family has donated the new Holocaust memorial, Ways to Say 
Goodbye by Ariel Schlesinger, to the Frederick Meijer Gardens. 
Inspired by this gift, Federation has chosen the theme for 
Campaign 2021 - Branches of Giving. Trees play a central 
role in Judaism, representing growth and stability, strength, 
development, wisdom and knowledge, planting roots, and 
nurturing and sustenance. These concepts mirror the focus 
and goals of Campaign 2021.

The Jewish community in Grand Rapids, in spite of its modest 
size, has always been active and generous when it comes to 
supporting Jewish life both here and abroad. Federation relies 
on this support to fund programs that enhance and preserve 
Jewish life, from PJ Library, Jewish Film Festival, and the 
Young Adult Division to the array of social services provided 
to assist local community members in need. In addition to 
supporting the local community, Federation is also tasked with 
building connections to Israel, which is more important than 
ever in light of recent events.

We still have much work to do. Please continue to support the 
work of Federation and, if possible, help us achieve our goal of 
$500,000.00 by increasing your gift. As Rabbi Hillel famously 
said, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If I am only 
for myself, what am I? If not now, when?” The time is now. We 
can build a flourishing Jewish community, but it depends upon 
generous donors like you. Help us guarantee a bright future for 
our Jewish community at the local level, and globally.

   Sincerely,

    Linda 

2021 Campaign
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Jewish Federation of
Grand Rapids
2727 Michigan Street NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
p. 616-942-5553
f. 616-942-5780
info@jfgr.org 
www.jfgr.org

Officers
Chair
David Alfonso

Vice Chairs
Dan Hurwitz
Judith Joseph
Greg Kaufman
Karen Padnos
Chad Zagel

Treasurer
Claude Titche

Past Chair
Marni Vyn

Executive Director
Nicole Katzman

Board of Directors
Mort Finkelstein
Linda Pestka
Marisa Reed
Sandi Simms
Lanny Thodey
Erica Wikander
Michele Young

Ex-Officio Members
Congregation Ahavas Israel
Rabbi David Krishef
Sanford Freed, President

Temple Emanuel
Rabbi Michael Schadick
Machelle Hammond, President

Chabad House 
of Western Michigan
Rabbi Yosef Weingarten

Method of Payment:  Check  Stock (Please Identify)

Please charge my:    Mastercard      Visa

  Discover    American Express

I HEREBY PLEDGE A GIFT TO SUPPORT THE COMMUNITY IN 

THE SUM OF:  $

Card Number

 

              Exp. Date

I’d like to support my community and make a gift!
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids
2727 Michigan St. NE
Grand Rapids, MI 49506
(616) 942-5553      email: info@jfgr.org
www.jfgr.org

Live Generously.
Donor’s Signature

Name(s)

Address

City   State  Zip

Phone  Email

STAFF:  Nicole Katzman, Executive Director,  Nicole@JFGR.org ext. 207  |  Evan Rossio, Campaign Director, Evan@jfgr.org, ext. 205

Arad Okanin, Administrative Support & IT Consultant, Arad@JFGR.org ext. 204

Dafna Kaufman, Film Festival, Dafna@JFGR.org ext. 217 | Julianna Schrier, Community Connector, Julianna@JFGR.org ext. 206 

Please cut out this pledge card, fill it in and send it to the Federation office.
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David Alfonso, MD

I hope this message finds you well and enjoying the later stages of 
summer.  I wanted to highlight some of the exciting and important 
events that the Federation has planned for the upcoming year.  We 
are pleased to be planning our events in person, starting with our 
Summer picnic being held August 12 at Manhattan Park.  Please 
see the shofar for more details.  This event is a fun opportunity 
to get together and hopefully enjoy some good weather and catch up with friends.  
Our highlight event is October 7, the Campaign Kickoff event.  We are looking 
forward to gathering in person and listening to Cantor Randy Herman.  This is the 
premier community event and we hope to have full attendance.  The Kickoff event 
is designed to promote enthusiasm among the West Michigan Jewish Community 
and allow us an opportunity to remind everyone about all the great things that the 
Federation does for our community.  

On another note, Nicole and I recently had the opportunity to sit down with our 
Congressman Peter Meijer to chat with him regarding our organization and issues 
that arise on the international level that involve Israel and can have effects here 
at home.  We had a very good engaging conversation and he was eager to learn 
more about what the Jewish Federation does and some of its History.  He has been 
a consistent supporter of Israel’s right to self defense and we had a meaningful 
conversation about anti-Semitism and how we deal with that as a nation and as a 
community.  It was a productive meeting and we all felt that we would like to have 
him come and speak to our  Jewish Community in the future about what is going on 
in Washington D.C. and how it may affect us.  I look forward to seeing many of you 
soon at our many events and I wish you health and happiness.

Dr. Alfonso is a board-certified plastic surgeon specializing in cosmetic surgery and has an interest in 
nutrition, and its role in health, healing and recovery after surgery.

              David

Thank you to our community for an
amazing Campaign 2021.

This year was our most successful
campaign yet, raising just over

$509,000 from 340 donors.

TODAH RABAH, THANK YOU to
Linda Pestka, Campaign Chair and

JFGR Board member,
for her time and dedication to making 

Campaign 2021 a great success!
Linda Pestka
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mother of two adult daughters and five 
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the world.

We live in unprecedented times. We are still dealing with the 
aftermath of the pandemic. Incidents of anti-Semitism are at an 
all-time high, and many Jews feel less safe, even in countries 
like the United States. Economic insecurity is on the rise. Israel 
is in an ongoing state of existential threat. What does the future 
look like? The events of the past year have shown us that 
it’s imperative that we take care of others in our community. 
Federation and campaign are more important than ever.

As a long-time resident of Grand Rapids and member of 
the Jewish community, I feel compelled to get involved. My 
family has donated the new Holocaust memorial, Ways to Say 
Goodbye by Ariel Schlesinger, to the Frederick Meijer Gardens. 
Inspired by this gift, Federation has chosen the theme for 
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building connections to Israel, which is more important than 
ever in light of recent events.
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our Jewish community at the local level, and globally.
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Guest Columnist

How Can We Relate to Tisha B’Av
in our Modern World

Cantor David Fair

Cantor David Fair (he/him) has been serving the Grand Rapids Jewish 
Community since 2021. A native of Baltimore, Maryland, he graduated 
with his BA in Theater from the University of Maryland College Park, a 
Professional Studies and Artist Diploma in Music from the Cleveland 
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Cantor David Fair

August features the holiday of Tisha B’Av. This holiday 
is known as the saddest day in the Jewish year. It’s 
mainly known as the anniversary of the description of 
both the first and second temples. It is also associated 
with the expulsion of Jews from both Spain and 
England. Traditional Jews will have refrained from any 
type of celebration for the past three weeks, and on this 
day, observe a fast for 25 hours. Another custom on 
this day is to gather with one’s congregation and chant 
the book of Eicha (Lamentations), which recounts the 
intense pain the Jewish people felt when we were exiled 
from the land of Yisrael. 

As a modern Jew, I find myself struggling to find great 
meaning in this holiday. After all, Jews have returned 
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The holiday mourns the collective suffering of a people. 

I think of my own people: Black people and how 
the effects of slavery are still present in our society 
today. Perhaps we can spend this day considering how 
difficult it is for our Black siblings to buy a home in a 
White neighborhood; how challenging it is to be called 
for a job interview when your name is “Jamal;” how 
frustrating it is to live in a neighborhood where the city 
neglects maintenance; or perhaps the most egregious 
of all, the fear of being gunned down for grocery 
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I think of the Ukrainians, who are still suffering from a 
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found themselves in a foreign land and have made 
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changed. I wouldn’t be surprised if Ukrainians have 
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music from this period. 

I think of the children who wake up, eat their breakfast, 
put their homework in their book bag, go to school, 
and are murdered by a madman. How can we go about 
our daily lives knowing that this will happen again, and 
knowing that our government is so unwilling to put an 
end to it? 

There are many musical 
compositions we sing on Tisha 
B’Av. Popular folk melodies 
include:

 “Al Naharot Bavel (By the Waters 
of Babylon), “Eilii Tsiyon,” 
“Hashiveinu,” “Vihudah L’olam 
Teishev.”

I also encourage you to examine 
other powerful musical compositions that may support 
your reflecting in a meaningful direction during this 
period. Which songs evoke pain? Some modern pieces 
include: Sam Glaser’s “Eicha,” and Elana Arian and 
Noah Aronson’s We Return/Hashiveinu.” 

For three weeks, the Haftarah that leads to Tisha 
b’Av are rather mournful. Known as the “Three of 
Rebuke, as they prepare us for this saddest day of 
the year. However, the shabbat after Tisha b’Av is 
called Nachamu. This is the first upswing of hope 
after such an intense period of mourning. The first 
words are “Comfort us, comfort us, my people.” 
Nachamu is the first of seven Haftarot, known as the 
“Seven of Consolation.” (These seven culminate in 
the celebration of “Rosh Hashanah.”) Many musicians 
have been inspired to write on Nachamu, perhaps my 
favorites being Elana Arian’s “Nachamu” and Safam’s 
“Nachamu, Nachamu Ami.” 

As we approach the month of Av, I invite you to think 
on how you might relate to our tradition’s custom of 
finding holy and sacred meaning in our sadness and our 
consolation. 

Cantor David Fair
Cantor@grtemple.org
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it’s imperative that we take care of others in our community. 
Federation and campaign are more important than ever.
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family has donated the new Holocaust memorial, Ways to Say 
Goodbye by Ariel Schlesinger, to the Frederick Meijer Gardens. 
Inspired by this gift, Federation has chosen the theme for 
Campaign 2021 - Branches of Giving. Trees play a central 
role in Judaism, representing growth and stability, strength, 
development, wisdom and knowledge, planting roots, and 
nurturing and sustenance. These concepts mirror the focus 
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size, has always been active and generous when it comes to 
supporting Jewish life both here and abroad. Federation relies 
on this support to fund programs that enhance and preserve 
Jewish life, from PJ Library, Jewish Film Festival, and the 
Young Adult Division to the array of social services provided 
to assist local community members in need. In addition to 
supporting the local community, Federation is also tasked with 
building connections to Israel, which is more important than 
ever in light of recent events.
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work of Federation and, if possible, help us achieve our goal of 
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said, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If I am only 
for myself, what am I? If not now, when?” The time is now. We 
can build a flourishing Jewish community, but it depends upon 
generous donors like you. Help us guarantee a bright future for 
our Jewish community at the local level, and globally.

   Sincerely,
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david alfonso, MD, FACS brad bengtson, MD, FACS

bengtsoncenter.com  /  2155 East paris avenue se, GRand rapids  /  616.588.8880

Bengtson center

a place that feels like

home
Call to Schedule Your 

Cosmetic Consultation 
Today!
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Guest Columnist

Following up on an idea initiated at the end of last year by 
Religious Life Committee (RLC) member Ed Miller and 
supported by the Ahavas Israel Board of Trustees early this 
year, the RLC worked to hire a Shaliach Tzibur (cantor) to 

lead our upcoming High 
Holiday services.  An RLC 
subcommittee reviewed 
12 candidates’ resumes 
and sound files which lead 
to Ed Miller and Rabbi 
Krishef interviewing our top 
candidate, Rabbi Shlomo 
Atzil-Zachorow and offering 
him the position which he 
accepted in March.

This coming September/October, Rabbi Zachorow will 
be traveling from his home in Jerusalem, Israel to lead 
our High Holiday services.  Rabbi Zacharow has led High 
Holiday services as Cantor or Rabbi all over the world and 

Rabbi Shlomo Atzil-Zacharow

Congregation Ahavas Israel
Rosh Hashanah Services

by Ed Miller

has been a Lecturer in Rabbinics at the 
Conservative Yeshiva, Jerusalem since 
2003.  He graduated from University of 
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia with a B.A., 
Cum Laude in International Relations 
in 1990 and received his Rabbinical 
ordination and M.A. in Jewish Studies 
from The Schechter Rabbinical 
Seminary, Jerusalem in 2000.

Rabbi Zacharow has a very warm personality, a great voice, 
and lots of ruach.  We are excited and really looking forward 
to Rabbi Zacharow and Rabbi Krishef leading Congregation 
Ahavas Israel for the upcoming High Holidays.

Ed Miller, dedicated lifetime member of the Grand Rapids Jewish 
community. Past President (2 terms) and Board member of 
congregation Ahavas Israel for over 30 years. Currently serves as 
chairperson of CAI Cemeteries and the Chevra Kadisha. Ed loves 
spending time with the love of his life, wife Paula, his adult children and 
6 wonderful Grandchildren. 

Ed Miller



page 6 The Shofar
JULY 2022

page 3The Shofar
AUGUST 2021 2021 Campaign

A Message from Linda Pestka,
Campaign Chair 2021 and JFGR Board Member

Linda is a native of Grand Rapids and 
a lifelong member of Ahavas Israel. She 
is a former teacher and counselor at the 
Grand Rapids Public Schools and the 
mother of two adult daughters and five 
adorable grandchildren. She is an avid 
dog lover, enjoys walking and traveling 

the world.

We live in unprecedented times. We are still dealing with the 
aftermath of the pandemic. Incidents of anti-Semitism are at an 
all-time high, and many Jews feel less safe, even in countries 
like the United States. Economic insecurity is on the rise. Israel 
is in an ongoing state of existential threat. What does the future 
look like? The events of the past year have shown us that 
it’s imperative that we take care of others in our community. 
Federation and campaign are more important than ever.

As a long-time resident of Grand Rapids and member of 
the Jewish community, I feel compelled to get involved. My 
family has donated the new Holocaust memorial, Ways to Say 
Goodbye by Ariel Schlesinger, to the Frederick Meijer Gardens. 
Inspired by this gift, Federation has chosen the theme for 
Campaign 2021 - Branches of Giving. Trees play a central 
role in Judaism, representing growth and stability, strength, 
development, wisdom and knowledge, planting roots, and 
nurturing and sustenance. These concepts mirror the focus 
and goals of Campaign 2021.

The Jewish community in Grand Rapids, in spite of its modest 
size, has always been active and generous when it comes to 
supporting Jewish life both here and abroad. Federation relies 
on this support to fund programs that enhance and preserve 
Jewish life, from PJ Library, Jewish Film Festival, and the 
Young Adult Division to the array of social services provided 
to assist local community members in need. In addition to 
supporting the local community, Federation is also tasked with 
building connections to Israel, which is more important than 
ever in light of recent events.

We still have much work to do. Please continue to support the 
work of Federation and, if possible, help us achieve our goal of 
$500,000.00 by increasing your gift. As Rabbi Hillel famously 
said, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If I am only 
for myself, what am I? If not now, when?” The time is now. We 
can build a flourishing Jewish community, but it depends upon 
generous donors like you. Help us guarantee a bright future for 
our Jewish community at the local level, and globally.

   Sincerely,

    Linda 

Community

page 15The Shofar
AUGUST 2021 Guest Columnist

Kris Siegel is the Librarian at Temple Emanuel.  Even at 
her very advanced age, she loves reading beautiful picture 
books.

Immersion Hebrew - check. Community Religious 
School - check. Now it was time for a new mission, 
Israeli cultural food. For her next step, Michal 
showcased her cooking skills and opened Aroma 
Classique, an Israeli-Middle-Eastern restaurant. 

A Move to the Mitten State

The Ravid’s relocated to Grand Rapids four years 
ago, and Michal got busy making her mark in West 
Michigan by participating in the Jewish Film Festival 
committee and teaching conversational Hebrew. 
She recently started a catering company, Tahyeem 
(meaning tasty in Hebrew). Michal’s recipes are based 
on her North African and Israeli heritage, and use 
premium, fresh, organic ingredients. Michal cooks 
kosher food even though many of her customers 
are non-Jews. She dreams of cooking in a kosher 
commercial kitchen in Grand Rapids to allow our 
entire Jewish community to eat together. 

In work and in life, Michal is a loyal and dedicated 
person who does everything whole-heartedly.  
Judaism, Israel, Hebrew, and food have been the 
connection points for Michal to make friends 
wherever she lives.  I hope you have enjoyed getting to 
know my Morah and Haverah (teacher and friend).

            

Michal, Kris and tasty food 
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Site preparation for 
the sculpture,
Ways to Say 
Goodbye by
Ariel Schelsinger at 
the Frederik Meijer 
Gardens &
Sculpture Park.

This sculpture is a 
gift from the
Jewish Federation
of Grand Rapids, 
made possible by 
The Pestka Family. 

WHO WE ARE
Women philanthropists are the change makers and community shapers of the world. We are sisters and 
daughters, mothers and friends, compassionate and committed women at every stage of life and career. 
Federation’s Women’s Philanthropy engages Jewish women in the fulfilling work of making the world a better 
place. In every community, we are building and supporting Jewish life for today and for generations to come.

WOMEN IN ACTION
Through our donations and our hands-on community service, we fight domestic violence, improve women’s 

health and nutrition, provide shelter to vulnerable children, protect at-risk 
seniors and so much more. During the COVID crisis, we’ve helped meet 
increased needs in our communities. We support Israel with our dollars and 
our presence. Federation inspires and empowers women to become leaders 
and decision-makers. Our collective philanthropy enriches our own lives 
while improving the lives of others. 

We welcome you to the Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids Women’s 
Philanthropy. There’s a place for you here, no matter where life and career 
have taken you. Add your voice to this amazing community of women. Our 
collective philanthropy is purposeful and effective.

For more information, contact Evan Rossio, 

Campaign Director at evan@jfgr.org

Women’s Philanthropy: Your place to inspire, help and connect.
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Women Unite - Hiking Club
 

Join us for hike on
Sunday, August 8, 2021 at 9am.

Hike duration: 2 hours

All athletic abilities are welcome &
snacks will be provided.

Terrain: Well-marked forest trails. Low-intensity.

Location to meet:
550 Lakeside Dr, SE | East Grand Rapids

(Next to Rose’s restaurant)

What to bring: water bottle, a good pair of sneakers, camera (if that's your thing)

Please RSVP to Sandi Simms by August 5th. 
Email: sandi@simmselectronics

or via text: (616) 437-5165

3855 Burton St SE, Suite B, Grand Rapids, MI 49546    I    P: (616) 369-0360    I    F: (616) 369-0361    I    advancedoralsurgerymi.com

At Advanced Oral Surgery & Dental Implant Studio, patients achieve healthier, happier smiles. We operate in-house as both a 
surgical office and dental lab, bringing patients expedited care and personalized results.  We are passionate about delivering a 
phenomenal patient experience and use advanced technology in all facets of surgery, including dental implant surgery under 
computer guidance, full mouth smile reconstructions, wisdom teeth removal, and many other procedures.  If you have any oral 
surgery needs, our board-certified oral surgeons are here for you and dedicated to your smile and oral health.

Mark L. Jesin, DDS A.J. Lytle, DDS

OF GRAND RAPIDS
 Jewish Federation

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE.

THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

www.jfgr.org
616.942.5553

The PJ Library, a program of the
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids

now has 120 children enrolled
with 83 families.

 To enroll your child, visit www.pjlibrary.org.

FREE JEWISH CHILDREN’S BOOKS

Judith Joseph’s great 
granddaughter, Beverly, 

playing with her new
Torah toy. 
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Abby & Rich Sorota
Mirit & Jonathan Subar
Audrey & Greg Sundstrom 
Wayne Titche
Lori & Jay Troger
Debby & Douglas Wachter
Kat & Ron Zagel 

$500-$999
Georgiann & Robert
    Arbetman
Olivia & Adam Asarch
Julie & David Bernstein
Martin Blum
Elizabeth & Jason
    Christopherson
Jack Finn
Ellen & David Fishman
Thomas Fox, Jr.
Harold Hollander
Michael Margulus
Kelly & Randy Meisner
Michael P. & Susan A. Miller
    Charitable Fund
Network for Good
Charles Olender
Stuart Rapaport
David Reifler
Pam & Jeff Rush 
Rabbi Michael Schadick 
Brian Schwartz & Elizabeth
    Welch
Douglas Siegel 
Dana Winniman

$250-$499
Gary Adelman
Anonymous 
Mario Atias
Larry Cieply
Jaclyn Dennen & Michael
    Meyer
Izak Dimenstein
Carl Fink 
Sandy Freed
Johnathan Golden 
David Kagan
Rich & Cindy Kogelschatz
Ellen Levey & Larry Selig
William Lewis
Leonard & Ellen Newman
    Designated Fund
Liat & Assy Okanin
Hal Ostrow
Cynthia & Ethan Powsner
Rhonda Reider & Michael
    Halprin
Renaissance Church of Christ 
Daniel & Nancy Rosen
Evan Rossio

Jeff & Pam Rush
Jim Sellman
Arlene & Joel Siegel 
Doug Singer
Smith Haughey Rice
    & Regge

$100-$249
Anonymous
Anonymous 
Burt Bach 
Michael Cagen
Lori & Michael Demeter
Tamar & Nisim Emesh
Lennox Forrest
Samuel Gendler
Geraldine & Mort Hoffman ז”ל
James Hooberman
Leslie & David Hooker
Mary Kaneti
William Katz
Jeffrey Kommit
Dale & Carol Kramer
Hilit Kravitz
Norm & Barbara Kravitz
Richard Lovy
Caryn & Barry Mehler
Kay & Sam Miller
Willem Mineur
Gary Moore
Enid & Martin Packard
Pamela & Rand Putterman
David Rapaport 
Eve & Nelson Rider
Jacqueline & Bennett Rudolph
Marcia & Howard Shanken
Alan Siegel
Ron Strauss
Julian Stroh
Robert & Debra Swietek
Scott Vyn
Susan Wakefield
Betty Walker
Michael Warsaw
Valerie & Norm Weber
Rabbi Yosef Weingarten
Debbi & Michael Wiegand
Nelson & Mary Wilner
Dale Wolfsen
Susan Wolfsen
Jeff & Shari Zheutlin
Turn to the Wonderful

Up to $99
Niels & Jane Bach
Alison & Patrick Bardill
Sylvia Belfer
Beth Joy Blackbird
Jeffrey Bootzin
Melvin Brenner
Laurence Broomberg
Marianne & Monte Cohen
Dan Druker
Max Fechtner
Lois Gerard
Gennadiy Gertser
Betty Anne Grossman
Rabbi Mordechai &
    Dobrushe Haller
Michele Kanig
Diane Culilk & Stephen Keys 
Beatrice Koolovitz
Rabbi David &
    Cantor Marisa Krishef
David Levitt
Han Jacobs Meadway 
Mark Neistat
Arad Okanin
Samuil Olevskiy
Sandra & Lee Oppenheimer
Philip Pletcher
Vilen & Lidiya Rapeyko
Lisa Rashewsky
Adam Reed
Sherri & John Robinson
Carla & Richard Siegle
Michael Silverstein
Bronislav Sokolovsky
Jana & Gerald Soverinsky
Ken Strauss
Robin Turetsky
Danny Voorhees
Rebecca Wolfe
 

General Campaign

We apologize for any errors, contact even@jfgr.org if you see a mistake, thank you!
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A Message from Linda Pestka,
Campaign Chair 2021 and JFGR Board Member

Linda is a native of Grand Rapids and 
a lifelong member of Ahavas Israel. She 
is a former teacher and counselor at the 
Grand Rapids Public Schools and the 
mother of two adult daughters and five 
adorable grandchildren. She is an avid 
dog lover, enjoys walking and traveling 

the world.

We live in unprecedented times. We are still dealing with the 
aftermath of the pandemic. Incidents of anti-Semitism are at an 
all-time high, and many Jews feel less safe, even in countries 
like the United States. Economic insecurity is on the rise. Israel 
is in an ongoing state of existential threat. What does the future 
look like? The events of the past year have shown us that 
it’s imperative that we take care of others in our community. 
Federation and campaign are more important than ever.

As a long-time resident of Grand Rapids and member of 
the Jewish community, I feel compelled to get involved. My 
family has donated the new Holocaust memorial, Ways to Say 
Goodbye by Ariel Schlesinger, to the Frederick Meijer Gardens. 
Inspired by this gift, Federation has chosen the theme for 
Campaign 2021 - Branches of Giving. Trees play a central 
role in Judaism, representing growth and stability, strength, 
development, wisdom and knowledge, planting roots, and 
nurturing and sustenance. These concepts mirror the focus 
and goals of Campaign 2021.

The Jewish community in Grand Rapids, in spite of its modest 
size, has always been active and generous when it comes to 
supporting Jewish life both here and abroad. Federation relies 
on this support to fund programs that enhance and preserve 
Jewish life, from PJ Library, Jewish Film Festival, and the 
Young Adult Division to the array of social services provided 
to assist local community members in need. In addition to 
supporting the local community, Federation is also tasked with 
building connections to Israel, which is more important than 
ever in light of recent events.

We still have much work to do. Please continue to support the 
work of Federation and, if possible, help us achieve our goal of 
$500,000.00 by increasing your gift. As Rabbi Hillel famously 
said, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If I am only 
for myself, what am I? If not now, when?” The time is now. We 
can build a flourishing Jewish community, but it depends upon 
generous donors like you. Help us guarantee a bright future for 
our Jewish community at the local level, and globally.

   Sincerely,

    Linda 

2021 Annual Report

We apologize for any errors, contact even@jfgr.org if you see a mistake, thank you!

Women’s Campaign
$10,000+
Ruby Lion of Judah
Kay Finkelstein
Peg Finkelstein
Pam Heglund
Roberta Jacobson
Judith Joseph
Marilyn Leven 
Susan Samrick

 

$5,000-$9,999
Lion of Judah
Bluma Herman
Peggy Leven
Karen Padnos
Peg Padnos
Judith Subar
Lanny Thodey 
Marilyn Titche
Sharyl Titche

$1,800-$4,999
Pomegranate
Davida Dennen
Machelle Hammond
Stephanie Rashewsky Jesin 
Nicole Katzman
Dafna Kaufman
Linda Pestka
Marisa Reed
Lisa Rose
Valerie Shavell
Sandi Simms
Marni Vyn

 $1,000-$1,799
Linda Albert 
Jean Barkin
Mickie Fox
Pam Goldberger
Stephanie Hurwitz
Mary Kaneti
Madelon Krissoff
Barbara Weiss Lucas
Florence Silverstein

$500-$999
Dorothy Armstrong
Janet Chesman
Toby Dolinka
Sheila Frank
Diane Hammerman
Phyllis Hochberg
Lynn Hollander
Pam Levy
Nancy Olender
Linda Pestka
Jeralyn Pinsky
Barbara Rapaport
Edith Rashewsky
Karen Reifler
Helayne Sherman
Kris Siegel
Diane Titche &
    Heather Cooper
Erika Wikander

$250-$499
Arlene Bookbinder
Barbara Freed
Christine Golden
Beverly Kagan
Amy Landman

Edith Landman 
Janet Lewis 
Sharon Mah
Lisabeth Margulus
Rochelle Najmy
Amy Ostrow
Lori Reineke
Julie Rossio
Sandra Roth
Sandi Simms
Sherry Singer
Barbara Wepman
Michele Young 

$100-$249
Eva Alfonso
Vivi Alfonso
Talia Atias
Marcia Beutner
Lucy Caldwell
Tracy Chernka
Rachel Lutwick Deaner
Sandra Faulkner
Julie Gendler
Karen Sitron Haight
Sharlena Lovy
Joan Lubner
Barbara Marcus
Tina Murua
Kathleen Osborn
Lisa Rapoport
Marlene Rapaport
Tracy Miller-Rider
Janice Schoenfeld
Susan Schadick
Mary Schwartz
Irene St. Louis
Crystal Tachman

Cheryl Tully
Debbie Warsaw
Diane Wechter
Sarah Weingarten
Patricia Weller
Cathy Winick
 Susan Wolfsen

Up to $99
Michelle Benjamin
Cheryl Blodgett
Diane Broomberg
Murphy Callendar
Cheryl Currier
Heather Diertichson
Kreenah Dunsmore
Joy Enoch
Gennadiy Gerster
Lori Jacobs
Stacey Levitt
Maryana Margolin
Marcia Massey
Lesley Mayer
Nina Olevskiy
Barbara Remes &
    Sandee Reno
Marian Siegel
Jean Silbar
Karen Silverstein
Nancy Smith
Ninel Sokolovsky
Adar Tal
Robin Turetsky
Judith Zuppke

Thank you to our
outstanding Campaign Volunteers!

David Alfonso

Mort Finkelstein

Dan Hurwitz

Judith Joseph

Greg Kaufman

Norm Leven

Karen Padnos

Linda Pestka

Marisa Reed

Claude Titche

Lanny Thodey

Marni Vyn

Erica Wikander

Michele Young

Chad Zagel
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A Message from Linda Pestka,
Campaign Chair 2021 and JFGR Board Member

Linda is a native of Grand Rapids and 
a lifelong member of Ahavas Israel. She 
is a former teacher and counselor at the 
Grand Rapids Public Schools and the 
mother of two adult daughters and five 
adorable grandchildren. She is an avid 
dog lover, enjoys walking and traveling 

the world.

We live in unprecedented times. We are still dealing with the 
aftermath of the pandemic. Incidents of anti-Semitism are at an 
all-time high, and many Jews feel less safe, even in countries 
like the United States. Economic insecurity is on the rise. Israel 
is in an ongoing state of existential threat. What does the future 
look like? The events of the past year have shown us that 
it’s imperative that we take care of others in our community. 
Federation and campaign are more important than ever.

As a long-time resident of Grand Rapids and member of 
the Jewish community, I feel compelled to get involved. My 
family has donated the new Holocaust memorial, Ways to Say 
Goodbye by Ariel Schlesinger, to the Frederick Meijer Gardens. 
Inspired by this gift, Federation has chosen the theme for 
Campaign 2021 - Branches of Giving. Trees play a central 
role in Judaism, representing growth and stability, strength, 
development, wisdom and knowledge, planting roots, and 
nurturing and sustenance. These concepts mirror the focus 
and goals of Campaign 2021.

The Jewish community in Grand Rapids, in spite of its modest 
size, has always been active and generous when it comes to 
supporting Jewish life both here and abroad. Federation relies 
on this support to fund programs that enhance and preserve 
Jewish life, from PJ Library, Jewish Film Festival, and the 
Young Adult Division to the array of social services provided 
to assist local community members in need. In addition to 
supporting the local community, Federation is also tasked with 
building connections to Israel, which is more important than 
ever in light of recent events.

We still have much work to do. Please continue to support the 
work of Federation and, if possible, help us achieve our goal of 
$500,000.00 by increasing your gift. As Rabbi Hillel famously 
said, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If I am only 
for myself, what am I? If not now, when?” The time is now. We 
can build a flourishing Jewish community, but it depends upon 
generous donors like you. Help us guarantee a bright future for 
our Jewish community at the local level, and globally.

   Sincerely,

    Linda 

Cheryl Tully
Debbie Warsaw
Diane Wechter
Sarah Weingarten
Patricia Weller
Cathy Winick
 Susan Wolfsen

Up to $99
Michelle Benjamin
Cheryl Blodgett
Diane Broomberg
Murphy Callendar
Cheryl Currier
Heather Diertichson
Kreenah Dunsmore
Joy Enoch
Gennadiy Gerster
Lori Jacobs
Stacey Levitt
Maryana Margolin
Marcia Massey
Lesley Mayer
Nina Olevskiy
Barbara Remes &
    Sandee Reno
Marian Siegel
Jean Silbar
Karen Silverstein
Nancy Smith
Ninel Sokolovsky
Adar Tal
Robin Turetsky
Judith Zuppke
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A Message from Linda Pestka,
Campaign Chair 2021 and JFGR Board Member

Linda is a native of Grand Rapids and 
a lifelong member of Ahavas Israel. She 
is a former teacher and counselor at the 
Grand Rapids Public Schools and the 
mother of two adult daughters and five 
adorable grandchildren. She is an avid 
dog lover, enjoys walking and traveling 

the world.

We live in unprecedented times. We are still dealing with the 
aftermath of the pandemic. Incidents of anti-Semitism are at an 
all-time high, and many Jews feel less safe, even in countries 
like the United States. Economic insecurity is on the rise. Israel 
is in an ongoing state of existential threat. What does the future 
look like? The events of the past year have shown us that 
it’s imperative that we take care of others in our community. 
Federation and campaign are more important than ever.

As a long-time resident of Grand Rapids and member of 
the Jewish community, I feel compelled to get involved. My 
family has donated the new Holocaust memorial, Ways to Say 
Goodbye by Ariel Schlesinger, to the Frederick Meijer Gardens. 
Inspired by this gift, Federation has chosen the theme for 
Campaign 2021 - Branches of Giving. Trees play a central 
role in Judaism, representing growth and stability, strength, 
development, wisdom and knowledge, planting roots, and 
nurturing and sustenance. These concepts mirror the focus 
and goals of Campaign 2021.

The Jewish community in Grand Rapids, in spite of its modest 
size, has always been active and generous when it comes to 
supporting Jewish life both here and abroad. Federation relies 
on this support to fund programs that enhance and preserve 
Jewish life, from PJ Library, Jewish Film Festival, and the 
Young Adult Division to the array of social services provided 
to assist local community members in need. In addition to 
supporting the local community, Federation is also tasked with 
building connections to Israel, which is more important than 
ever in light of recent events.

We still have much work to do. Please continue to support the 
work of Federation and, if possible, help us achieve our goal of 
$500,000.00 by increasing your gift. As Rabbi Hillel famously 
said, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If I am only 
for myself, what am I? If not now, when?” The time is now. We 
can build a flourishing Jewish community, but it depends upon 
generous donors like you. Help us guarantee a bright future for 
our Jewish community at the local level, and globally.

   Sincerely,

    Linda 

A)		  Operational: Administration and Campaign, Social 
Services Administration, JFNA Fair Share, Uncollected 
Pledges, Bank/Bankcard Charges, FICA and Medicare, 
Rent, FedWeb, Missions and Leadership Development, 
L'Dor Vador Community Endowment.

B)		  Programming & Services: Family Services, YAD, 
Community Programs, Leadership Development.

C)		  Local: United Jewish School, Chabad of West Michigan, 
Jewish Theatre Grand Rapids,  Shir Shalom Choir, Temple 
Emanuel Food Bank, Interfaith Dialogue, Sacred Grounds.

D)		  National: Anti-Defamation League ADL, Birthright Israel 
(JFNA), HIAS, GVSU Hillel, MSU Hillel, U of M Hillel, GVSU 
AEP.

E)		  International: Partnership2gether (JFNA), Overseas Need 
Assessment (ONAD).

We gratefully acknowledge our L’Dor Vador Funds, totaling
over $9.5 million as of Tuesday, May 31, 2022

Woman of Valor Fund To honor the women in our lives 
who  have made a difference personally, locally or 
nationally.

Federation General Endowment/L’Dor Vador Fund To 
help ensure the continued work of the Jewish Federation 
of Grand Rapids for now and the future.

Julian and Judith Joseph Fund To provide for local 
programming and events through the Jewish Federation of 
Grand Rapids.

David and Susan Samrick Youth Scholarship Fund To 
provide scholarships to Jewish sleep away camps and 
experiences.

Charles and Maxine Shapiro Fund To help ensure long-
term aid to Israel and Jews around the world.

Louis and Louise Weiner Fund To help ensure local 
programming for seniors in the Grand Rapids Jewish 
community.

Jerry and Judy Subar Fund To help ensure funding for 
overseas Jewish communities’ needs.

Leven Family Fund To establish and provide Jewish 
facilities, and support for cooperative programming among 
the congregations that support Jewish education for our 
youth.

Sam and Jane Kravitz Social Services Fund To support 
Jewish social services in Grand Rapids.

Donna G. Boorstein Memorial Fund To help ensure 
funding for Jewish arts, culture and history in Greater 
Grand Rapids.

Lois and Sheldon Kahn Health Help Fund To support 
health services for Jewish community members not 
covered by other financial resources.

Fox Family Fund To ensure that the PJ Library, a program 
of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, for children ages 
6 weeks- 12 years old, remains in the Western Michigan 
community and to provide high-quality educational 
children’s programs.

The Finkelstein Brothers Fund  Mort, Raleigh and 
Edward’s commitment to educate the residents of Michigan 
about the Jewish families that settled in West Michigan 
during the mid 1800s through community events and 
educational programs.

Henry Pestka Holocaust Memorial Fund To make certain 
that the Holocaust is an essential part of the human 
story forever through educational programs and events 
that teach awareness, compassion and to ensure these 
inhumane acts against humanity never happen again.
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A Message from Linda Pestka,
Campaign Chair 2021 and JFGR Board Member

Linda is a native of Grand Rapids and 
a lifelong member of Ahavas Israel. She 
is a former teacher and counselor at the 
Grand Rapids Public Schools and the 
mother of two adult daughters and five 
adorable grandchildren. She is an avid 
dog lover, enjoys walking and traveling 

the world.

We live in unprecedented times. We are still dealing with the 
aftermath of the pandemic. Incidents of anti-Semitism are at an 
all-time high, and many Jews feel less safe, even in countries 
like the United States. Economic insecurity is on the rise. Israel 
is in an ongoing state of existential threat. What does the future 
look like? The events of the past year have shown us that 
it’s imperative that we take care of others in our community. 
Federation and campaign are more important than ever.

As a long-time resident of Grand Rapids and member of 
the Jewish community, I feel compelled to get involved. My 
family has donated the new Holocaust memorial, Ways to Say 
Goodbye by Ariel Schlesinger, to the Frederick Meijer Gardens. 
Inspired by this gift, Federation has chosen the theme for 
Campaign 2021 - Branches of Giving. Trees play a central 
role in Judaism, representing growth and stability, strength, 
development, wisdom and knowledge, planting roots, and 
nurturing and sustenance. These concepts mirror the focus 
and goals of Campaign 2021.

The Jewish community in Grand Rapids, in spite of its modest 
size, has always been active and generous when it comes to 
supporting Jewish life both here and abroad. Federation relies 
on this support to fund programs that enhance and preserve 
Jewish life, from PJ Library, Jewish Film Festival, and the 
Young Adult Division to the array of social services provided 
to assist local community members in need. In addition to 
supporting the local community, Federation is also tasked with 
building connections to Israel, which is more important than 
ever in light of recent events.

We still have much work to do. Please continue to support the 
work of Federation and, if possible, help us achieve our goal of 
$500,000.00 by increasing your gift. As Rabbi Hillel famously 
said, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If I am only 
for myself, what am I? If not now, when?” The time is now. We 
can build a flourishing Jewish community, but it depends upon 
generous donors like you. Help us guarantee a bright future for 
our Jewish community at the local level, and globally.

   Sincerely,

    Linda 
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Our Mission:
Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids unites the local Jewish community to 
sustain and strengthen Jews locally, in Israel, and around the world.

This mission is accomplished by providing services to the community and 
through fundraising and allocation efforts.

AUGUST 2021

Like us on Facebook, follow us on Instagram at 
jewishgrandrapids and on Twitter @JewishFedGR  

A Message from David Alfonso
JFGR Board Chair

By David Alfonso, MD

(Continued on page 3)

David Alfonso, MD

I hope this message finds you well and enjoying the later stages of 
summer.  I wanted to highlight some of the exciting and important 
events that the Federation has planned for the upcoming year.  We 
are pleased to be planning our events in person, starting with our 
Summer picnic being held August 12 at Manhattan Park.  Please 
see the shofar for more details.  This event is a fun opportunity 
to get together and hopefully enjoy some good weather and catch up with friends.  
Our highlight event is October 7, the Campaign Kickoff event.  We are looking 
forward to gathering in person and listening to Cantor Randy Herman.  This is the 
premier community event and we hope to have full attendance.  The Kickoff event 
is designed to promote enthusiasm among the West Michigan Jewish Community 
and allow us an opportunity to remind everyone about all the great things that the 
Federation does for our community.  

On another note, Nicole and I recently had the opportunity to sit down with our 
Congressman Peter Meijer to chat with him regarding our organization and issues 
that arise on the international level that involve Israel and can have effects here 
at home.  We had a very good engaging conversation and he was eager to learn 
more about what the Jewish Federation does and some of its History.  He has been 
a consistent supporter of Israel’s right to self defense and we had a meaningful 
conversation about anti-Semitism and how we deal with that as a nation and as a 
community.  It was a productive meeting and we all felt that we would like to have 
him come and speak to our  Jewish Community in the future about what is going on 
in Washington D.C. and how it may affect us.  I look forward to seeing many of you 
soon at our many events and I wish you health and happiness.

Dr. Alfonso is a board-certified plastic surgeon specializing in cosmetic surgery and has an interest in 
nutrition, and its role in health, healing and recovery after surgery.

              David

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE

THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.OF GRAND RAPIDS
 Jewish Federation®

Help us help others. 
In these uncertain times, we're continuing to provide

and support programs that:
♦ Assist Community Members in Need
♦ Educate Children and Foster Jewish Identity 
♦ Promote a Just Society Through Social Action
♦ Provide Jewish Arts & Cultural Programming
♦ Offer Aid and Education Overseas

Support Jewish Federation of GR and make your gift today visit 
https://www.jewishgrandrapids.org/ or call 616-942-5553 to make your gift

Financial Focus

What Investors Can – and Can’t – Control 
By Chad Zagel, CFP,® AAMS,® JFGR Board Member

Chad Zagel JFGR
Board Member

Chad Zagel, CFP®, AAMS®, is a Financial Advisor with 
Edward Jones, a University of Michigan graduate, and in 
his free time, Chad enjoys spending time with his family and 
volunteering.
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial 
Advisor.  Edward Jones, Member SIPC

As an investor, you can easily feel frustrated to see 
short-term drops in your investment statements. But 
while you cannot control the market, you may find it 
helpful to review the factors you can control. 

Many forces affect the financial markets, including 
geopolitical events, corporate profits and interest 
rate movements – forces beyond the control of most 
individual investors. 

In any case, it’s important to focus on the things you 
can control, such as these:

•		 Your ability to define your goals – One area in which 
you have total control is your ability to define 
your goals. Like most people, you probably have 
short-term goals – such as saving for a new car or 
a dream vacation – and long-term ones, such as a 
comfortable retirement. Once you identify your 
goals and estimate how much they will cost, you can 
create an investment strategy to help achieve them. 
Over time, some of your personal circumstances 
will likely change, so you’ll want to review your 
time horizon and risk tolerance on a regular basis, 
adjusting your strategy when appropriate. And the 
same is true for your goals – they may evolve over 
time, requiring new responses from you in how you 
invest. 

•		 Your response to market downturns – When the 
market drops and the value of your investments 
declines, you might be tempted to take immediate 
action in an effort to stop the losses. This is 
understandable – after all, your investment results 
can have a big impact on your future. However, 

acting hastily could work 
against you – for example, you 
could sell investments that 
still have solid fundamentals 
and are still appropriate for 
your needs. If you can avoid 
decisions based on short-term 
events, you may help yourself in the long run.

• 		 Your commitment to investing – The financial 
markets are almost always in flux, and their 
movements are hard to predict. If you can continue 
investing in all markets – good, bad or sideways 
– you will likely make much better progress toward 
your goals than if you periodically were to take a 
“time out.” Many people head to the investment 
sidelines when the market tumbles, only to miss out 
on the beginnings of the next rally. And by steadily 
investing, you will increase the number of shares 
you own in your investments – and the larger your 
ownership stake, the greater your opportunities for 
building wealth. 

• 		 Your portfolio’s level of diversification – While 
diversification itself can’t guarantee profits or 
protect against all losses, it can help greatly reduce 
the impact of market volatility on your portfolio. 
Just how you diversify your investments depends 
on several factors, but the general principle of 
maintaining a diversified portfolio should govern 
your approach to investing. It’s a good idea to 
periodically review your portfolio to ensure it’s still 
properly diversified. 

The world will always be filled with unpredictable, 
uncontrollable events, and many of them will affect 
the financial markets to one degree or another. But 
within your own investment world, you always have a 
great deal of control – and with it, you have the power 
to keep moving toward all your important financial 
objectives.

Guest Columnist
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is a former teacher and counselor at the 
Grand Rapids Public Schools and the 
mother of two adult daughters and five 
adorable grandchildren. She is an avid 
dog lover, enjoys walking and traveling 

the world.

We live in unprecedented times. We are still dealing with the 
aftermath of the pandemic. Incidents of anti-Semitism are at an 
all-time high, and many Jews feel less safe, even in countries 
like the United States. Economic insecurity is on the rise. Israel 
is in an ongoing state of existential threat. What does the future 
look like? The events of the past year have shown us that 
it’s imperative that we take care of others in our community. 
Federation and campaign are more important than ever.

As a long-time resident of Grand Rapids and member of 
the Jewish community, I feel compelled to get involved. My 
family has donated the new Holocaust memorial, Ways to Say 
Goodbye by Ariel Schlesinger, to the Frederick Meijer Gardens. 
Inspired by this gift, Federation has chosen the theme for 
Campaign 2021 - Branches of Giving. Trees play a central 
role in Judaism, representing growth and stability, strength, 
development, wisdom and knowledge, planting roots, and 
nurturing and sustenance. These concepts mirror the focus 
and goals of Campaign 2021.

The Jewish community in Grand Rapids, in spite of its modest 
size, has always been active and generous when it comes to 
supporting Jewish life both here and abroad. Federation relies 
on this support to fund programs that enhance and preserve 
Jewish life, from PJ Library, Jewish Film Festival, and the 
Young Adult Division to the array of social services provided 
to assist local community members in need. In addition to 
supporting the local community, Federation is also tasked with 
building connections to Israel, which is more important than 
ever in light of recent events.

We still have much work to do. Please continue to support the 
work of Federation and, if possible, help us achieve our goal of 
$500,000.00 by increasing your gift. As Rabbi Hillel famously 
said, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If I am only 
for myself, what am I? If not now, when?” The time is now. We 
can build a flourishing Jewish community, but it depends upon 
generous donors like you. Help us guarantee a bright future for 
our Jewish community at the local level, and globally.

   Sincerely,

    Linda 

Community
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Rob Franciosi is a professor of English and Honors at GVSU 
where he teaches courses on the Holocaust and American 
Literature. Rob welcomes questions or comments 
about his article. You may contact him at francior@gvsu.edu

Germany had conquered their countries.

Moe would go on to mock Hitler in two other films 
and was so convincing that the bizarre History Channel 
series “Hunting Hitler” used a 1970s photo of him as 
evidence that the Nazi dictator was still alive. 

As praiseworthy as their satirizing of the Third Reich 
was, the Three Stooges also deserve credit for emerging 
during the Great Depression as challengers to the very 
powers that had gotten the country into such a mess. 
They were especially adept at mocking rich people, 
intellectuals, and the self-important. Nothing takes 

order online at zoup.com • delivery • curbside

welcome
Zoup! Medical Mile

(616) 608-1400

Zoup! Byron Center Ave.
(616) 261-8022

Zoup! Cascade Rd.
(616) 956-3052

foodies and
soupies

Serving a wide variety of always-rotating soups, 
fresh salads, sandwiches, creamy mac, broth 

bowls and grain bowls. 

Looking to feed a group? 
Order Zoup! Catering at zoup.com/catering.

Sign up for insiderz rewards zoup.com/rewards 
Get FREE stuff, rewards, and points whenever you order Zoup! 
Complete your profile today and get a FREE bowl of soup!

down a snooty elitist like a custard pie in the puss, 
offering laughs and comfort to all of the people in the 
audience, Jews and Gentiles, living through hard times. 

Today, they may seem ripe for cultural cancelling, 
but the Stooges remain a guilty pleasure for millions, 
especially for those of us who heard our Jewish 
grandmothers warn, “Be careful, you’ll poke your eye 
out!” 

Cantor David Fair
It was reported in the last Shofar 
that Cantor David Fair would be 
sharing his voice at Ahavas one 
Shabbat per month. Per Ahavas, 
“Cantor Fair will be leading services 
weekly at Ahavas, unless there is a 
conflict with Temple’s schedule.”

CORRECTION
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   Sincerely,

    Linda 

Guest Columnist

Shakshuka
By Evan Rossio, Campaign Director, JFGR

Evan Rossio

Shakshuka is a classic North African/Middle Eastern dish that can be eaten for breakfast 
lunch or dinner. Brought to Israel by Jewish immigrants from Tunisia, Morocco, Algeria, 
and Libya, shakshuka is becoming increasingly popular here in the United States. Shakshuka 
is a one-pan dish made with eggs and tomatoes that is hearty, affordable and easy to make. 
Make sure you use your favorite bread to mop up the sauce!

3 T extra virgin olive oil
1 small onion, diced
4 cloves of garlic, diced or pressed
1 T tomato paste
2 cups canned crushed tomatoes,
    or 10 sweet ripe diced tomatoes
6 large eggs
1½ t harissa or ½ t chili flakes
½ c water

2 t sweet paprika
(1 t sweet paprika in oil – optional)
1 t black pepper
¼ t cumin
1 t sugar
1 t salt
a little more cumin and coarse sea 
salt/kosher salt to top each egg yolk
Parsley for garnish

Use a large and wide saucepan. Sauté onions in olive oil on medium heat for about 5 minutes.
Add garlic, harissa (or chili flakes), and tomato paste and cook for 5 minutes. Add tomatoes, sugar, salt, sweet 
paprika, paprika in oil, black pepper and cumin. Add water, cook and stir on medium heat for about 10 minutes. 
Add eggs one by one, revealing the bottom of the pan each time. Cook covered for 7 minutes on low heat until 
the egg whites set. Uncover and add salt and cumin on each yolk. Cook for an additional 5 minutes on low heat 
to get the eggs just the way you like them. Add chopped fresh parsley on top. Serve with your favorite bread.

Recipe adapted from www.afooda.co

Shakshuka

Louis and Helen Padnos Foundation
Bobbie Moneda Platte

Ronald Zagel
Bradley Friedland 

Thank you to the Grand Rapids community members who haveThank you to the Grand Rapids community members who have
contributed to the Ukraine Relief Crisis.contributed to the Ukraine Relief Crisis.

June 1-30, 2022

If you would like to make a donation to the Ukraine crisis visit the Jewish Federation of
Grand Rapids at www.https://www.jewishgrandrapids.org

100% of your donation will go to help our Jewish family in Ukraine
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  CHABAD OF WESTERN MICHIGAN 

WEBSITE: WWW.CHABADWM.COM | FACEBOOK & 
INSTAGRAM: @CHABADWM | PHONE: 616-957-0770 | 
EMAIL: CHABADWESTERNMICHIGAN@GMAIL.COM
All events are subject to change. Please stay safe and reach 
out if there is anything we can do for you.
CHECK FACEBOOK @CHABADWM FOR VIRTUAL ZOOM 
LINKS AND PASSWORDS OR TEXT RIVKA AT 616.206.9654!

WEEKLY VIRTUAL TORAH & TEA
For the connection we all need right now.

A Torah Study for ladies with Nechamy.

MONDAY EVENINGS ON ZOOM AT 8:00PM

Meeting ID: 966 6623 3600                                     Password: jwc

JLI CLASSES
Experience Jewish learning like never before. JLI makes 
Jewish learning accessible & personally meaningful to every 
Jew, regardless of background or affiliation.

TUESDAY EVENINGS ON ZOOM AT 8:00PM

For more Info or for zoom information, please contact Rabbi 
Mordechai at 269.903.2770 or Rabbihaller@chabadwm.com

GAN YILADIM PRESCHOOL – KINDERGARTEN
Gan Yiladim is a licensed preschool for Jewish children 
ages 2-5 open to the entire Jewish community, regardless of 
background or affiliation.

Gan Yiladim has been serving the Grand Rapids and 
nearby Jewish communities, offering a joyful and enriching 
educational experience to our students while fostering a love 
for their Jewish heritage.

We take the best of both worlds – secular and Judaic – and 
blend them into a program that is at once rich, fulfilling, and 
stimulating.

The Gan believes in nurturing children with the SPICES of 
life - focusing on their Social, Physical, Intellectual, Creative, 
Emotional and Spiritual development.

Our students are given tools to find expression in art, music, 
dance and drama. Through teamwork and friendship-
building, the children learn skills for life as they explore 
and play in a loving and nurturing environment, guided by 
experienced and dedicated staff. 

For more information or to schedule a tour call Sarah 
at 616.375.9404.

CTEEN KICKOFF EVENT!
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 18th 2021 | 7PM 

Come get involved & meet new Jewish friends at the 
awesome Kickoff party!!

At the Chabad House | For Jewish High School Teens RSVP 
to Rivka @ 616.206.9654 

Beit Sefer B’yahad
United Jewish School

1715 Fulton St E | Grand Rapids MI 49503
616.459.5976

Update for UJS/Beit Sefer B’yachad
2021-2022 School Year

Mission Statement:  “To give the children of Congregation 
Ahavas Israel and Temple Emanuel the best possible Jewish 
education we can envision.”

Goal: To provide a supportive, energetic, knowledgeable, and 
enthusiastic Jewish teaching/learning environment for children 
and adolescents in Gan Katan - grade 12.

Some exciting changes are coming this year to UJS/Beit 
Sefer B’yachad! We welcome our NEW Cantor-Educator, 
David Fair, newly ordained from Hebrew Union College- 
Jewish Institute of Religion. Cantor Fair has vast experience 
teaching Jewish school, specializing in Hebrew, Biblical 
& Israel education, and music! Also NEW this year is 
his Administrative Assistant, Ms. Kreenah Dunsmore, 
member of Temple Emanuel and active in the Grand Rapids 
community as a musician and music teacher. 

Classes at the United Jewish School will take place in person 
in the Temple Emanuel building, beginning September 19th. 
We will have a NEW TIME, beginning at 9:00am and ending 
at 11:30am. Supplemental Hebrew classes are continuing 
with Elisabeth Rosewall (3rd & 4th grade) and Shoshana 
Jackson (5th & 6th grade) as online classes scheduled at the 
convenience of the teachers and families. 

We are still searching for teachers for our youngest students. 
If you are interested in teaching this year, please contact 
Cantor David Fair, with questions or availability.

We welcome NEW students as well. We want to create a 
diverse, inclusive, and equitable learning environment. 
We strive to create an environment where all students feel 
welcomed, respected, supported, and valued. We recognize 
that every single student has a different learning need and 
aim to provide equal access to education for all. Diversity 
is a core-value at UJS. We welcome students, parents, 
volunteers, and staff of every race, ethnicity, national origin, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, family arrangement, and 
physical ability. 

For more information, feel free to contact the Cantor-
Educator, Cantor Fair, at cantor@unitedjewishschool.
org or his assistant, Kreenah Dunsmore at kreenah@
unitedjewishschool.org or access our website at              
https://www.unitedjewishschool.org/ 

Registration opens August 1, 2021 via website.

CHABAD OF WESTERN MICHIGAN
WEBSITE: WWW.CHABADWM.COM | FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM:
@CHABADWM | PHONE: 616-957-0770 |
EMAIL: CHABADWESTERNMICHIGAN@GMAIL.COM
All events are subject to change. Please stay safe and reach out if there is 
anything we can do for you.
CHECK FACEBOOK @CHABADWM FOR VIRTUAL ZOOM LINKS AND 
PASSWORDS OR TEXT RIVKA AT 616.206.9654!
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1715 Fulton Street East, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49503 

Founded in 1857, Temple Emanuel is the fifth oldest 
Reform Jewish congregation in America.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 

We cordially invite you to the  
Temple Emanuel 

SSpprriinngg  GGaallaa  
Saturday, April 21st  

at six-thirty in the evening 
Blythefield Country Club 

5801 Northland Drive, Belmont, Michigan 49306 

  

  

  

  

PPllaannttiinngg  tthhee  sseeeeddss  ooff  oouurr  ffuuttuurree  

    

Selihot, Saturday, August 28, 9:30 p.m.

It’s been an intense year. Please join us to unwind and relax 
and get ready for Rosh Hashanah with a light comedy.

Multiplicity (rated PG-13)

A man who never has enough time for the things he wants 
to do is offered the opportunity to have himself duplicated. 
Sometimes to get more out of life, you have to make more 
of yourself. Starring Michael Keaton and Andie MacDowell, 
directed by Harold Ramis.

The movie will be followed by a Selihot service led by Cantor 
Stuart Rapaport along with Cantor David Fair. The service 
will begin at approximately 11:30 p.m.

ROSH HASHANAH EXPERIENCE 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7th 2021| 7:30PM
Chabad House of Western Michigan warmly invites the entire 
Jewish community to join us for Shofar Blowing Service and 
Rosh Hashanah Dinner. Enjoy the tastes and traditions with 
family and friends.
Our delicious Rosh Hashanah dinner is spiced with great 
food, song and meaningful holiday insights. 
Kindly RSVP by September 1st | 616-206-9654

CTEEN & CTEEN JUNIOR SUKKOT DINNER 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20th 2021| 8:00PM
You’re invited to our annual “Sukkot Under the Stars” 
dinner in the Weingarten’s Sukkah.
Celebrate this beautiful Holiday in style, along with our 
family and friends!
It all takes place at the largest Sukkah in town! RSVP to 
Rivka at 616.206.9654. 

SUKKOT CARNIVAL WITH THE KOSHER FALAFEL 
TRUCK!
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26th 2021| 1:00-3:00PM

Falafel Lunch • shake the lulav & etrog • exciting booths 
• crafts • moonwalk • face painting • lively music • Grand 
raffle!

A fun Sukkot celebration for the whole family! At Chabad 
House: 2615 Michigan St NE 

SIMCHAT TORAH CELEBRATION
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28th 2021| 8:00PM

Dance the night away with L’chaim, flags for the kids, and 
a delicious Dinner! Celebrate the completion of the Torah 
reading! Come receive a free dosage of Jewish Pride and joy 
that will last you the rest of the year! 

August Service Schedule

Friday, August 6
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
 
Friday, August 13
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
Special Readings and Music to Welcome the Month of Elul
Jackson Remes Participates
Oneg Shabbat Sponsored by the Remes Family
 
Friday, August 20
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
Special Readings and Music for Elul
Oneg Shabbat Sponsored by Peg and Mort Finkelstein
 
Saturday, August 21
Bar Mitzvah of Jackson Remes at 10:00 AM
Jackson is the son of Danielle & Nick Remes
 
Friday, August 27
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
Special Music for Selichot Included
Hearty Oneg Shabbat Following
 
Celebrating Selichot
Please join us for a first taste of the upcoming holidays as we 
include some of the most beautiful music of the season on 
Friday, August 27 at 6:00 PM.  This year we are combining 
the beauty of Shabbat and tradition of a Selichot Service into 
one worship opportunity. 

Selichot means forgiveness.  We will include special prayers 
for forgiveness into our Shabbat Service 10 days before Rosh 
Hashanah.  We will be using Miskan Halev Siddur.  This book 
is published by the Central Conference of American Rabbis 
and is designed for the month of Elul and for Selichot.  A 
hearty Oneg Shabbat will follow the service. Come and 
celebrate both occasions with us.  

WEEKLY VIRTUAL TORAH & TEA
For the connection we all need right now.
A Torah Study for ladies with Nechamy.
MONDAY EVENINGS ON ZOOM AT 8:00PM
Meeting ID: 966 6623 3600 Password: jwc
 
VIRTUAL TORAH CLASSES
TUESDAY EVENINGS ON ZOOM AT 7:30PM
For more Info or for zoom information, please contact 
Rabbi Mordechai at 269.903.2770 or Rabbihaller@
chabadwestmichigan.com

GAN YILADIM PRESCHOOL – KINDERGARTEN
Gan Yiladim is a licensed preschool for Jewish children 
ages 2-5 open to the entire Jewish community, regardless of 
background or affiliation.
Gan Yiladim has been serving the Grand Rapids and 
nearby Jewish communities, offering a joyful and enriching 
educational experience to our students while fostering a love 
for their Jewish heritage.
We take the best of both worlds – secular and Judaic – and 
blend them into a program that is at once rich, fulfilling, and 
stimulating.
The Gan believes in nurturing children with the SPICES of 
life - focusing on their Social, Physical, Intellectual, Creative, 
Emotional and Spiritual development.
Our students are given tools to find expression in art, music, 
dance and drama. Through teamwork and friendship-
building, the children learn skills for life as they explore 
and play in a loving and nurturing environment, guided by 
experienced and dedicated staff. 
For more information or to schedule a tour call Sarah at 
616.375.9404

AHAVAS ISRAEL’S BOOK GROUP NEWS:
Our next book will be The Choice: A Novel of Love, Faith and 
the Talmud, by Maggie Anton
Wednesday, August 10, 7:00 (by zoom)

The Author will be joining our book discussion group by 
zoom to answer questions about the book)

Maggie Anton’s latest book, The Choice, masterfully 
interweaves and explores love and faith through historical 
events, Jewish traditions and history, and the Talmud. Anton 
has reimagined the main characters from Chaim Potok’s The 
Chosen, added strong female characters and voices, which 
were non-existent previously, and placed them years later into 
mid-1950s Brooklyn. The reader is gifted with love stories as 
well as a story of the love of learning.
https://www.jewishbookcouncil.org/book/the-choice-a-novel-
of-love-faith-and-talmud

If you buy the ebook, you can get a discount off the Amazon 
price at https://payhip.com/b/XBOmh. If you want a signed 
copy of the print version, please let Rabbi Krishef know at 
Rabbi@AhavasIsraelGR.org or 616-949-2840, and he can get 
it directly from the author. If it makes more sense for you to 
buy it on your own, it is available at Amazon or your favorite 
bookseller.

PRAY-GATHER-LEARN-EAT!
Enjoy a light Shabbat lunch following services in the Social 
Hall or on the back patio alongside the pollinator garden. 
Contact Rabbi Krishef if you are able to help him prepare 
the lunch, either on Thursday evening or Friday, Rabbi@
AhavasIsraelGR.org or 616-949-2840. Mark the following 
dates on your calendar - details to follow:
	 Saturday, June 25
	 Saturday, July 16
	 Saturday, August 20

EAT-SCHMOOZE!
Rabbi Krishef is cooking dinner for you once a month on the 
Monday evenings listed below. You are cordially invited to 
join for dinner and light Jewish conversation and learning, at 
6:00. Menu to be announced in the weekly eVoice. Want to 
help cook? Contact Rabbi Krishef and let him know. RSVP 
by the Friday before each dinner, Rabbi@AhavasIsraelGR.
org or (616)-949-2840.
	 •  Monday, July 11, 6:00
	 •  Monday, August 15, 6:00

BE A MITZVAH-COOK!
We’re gathering on July 10 (time to be determined) to 
prepare meals to freeze and deliver to people or families in 
need, who have been ill, have had a child, have experienced 
a loss, etc. Contact Rabbi Krishef to be a part of the mitzvah 
crew, Rabbi@AhavasIsraelGR.org or 616-949-2840.
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We cordially invite you to the  
Temple Emanuel 

SSpprriinngg  GGaallaa  
Saturday, April 21st  

at six-thirty in the evening 
Blythefield Country Club 

5801 Northland Drive, Belmont, Michigan 49306 
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Selihot, Saturday, August 28, 9:30 p.m.

It’s been an intense year. Please join us to unwind and relax 
and get ready for Rosh Hashanah with a light comedy.

Multiplicity (rated PG-13)

A man who never has enough time for the things he wants 
to do is offered the opportunity to have himself duplicated. 
Sometimes to get more out of life, you have to make more 
of yourself. Starring Michael Keaton and Andie MacDowell, 
directed by Harold Ramis.

The movie will be followed by a Selihot service led by Cantor 
Stuart Rapaport along with Cantor David Fair. The service 
will begin at approximately 11:30 p.m.

ROSH HASHANAH EXPERIENCE 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 7th 2021| 7:30PM
Chabad House of Western Michigan warmly invites the entire 
Jewish community to join us for Shofar Blowing Service and 
Rosh Hashanah Dinner. Enjoy the tastes and traditions with 
family and friends.
Our delicious Rosh Hashanah dinner is spiced with great 
food, song and meaningful holiday insights. 
Kindly RSVP by September 1st | 616-206-9654

CTEEN & CTEEN JUNIOR SUKKOT DINNER 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 20th 2021| 8:00PM
You’re invited to our annual “Sukkot Under the Stars” 
dinner in the Weingarten’s Sukkah.
Celebrate this beautiful Holiday in style, along with our 
family and friends!
It all takes place at the largest Sukkah in town! RSVP to 
Rivka at 616.206.9654. 

SUKKOT CARNIVAL WITH THE KOSHER FALAFEL 
TRUCK!
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26th 2021| 1:00-3:00PM

Falafel Lunch • shake the lulav & etrog • exciting booths 
• crafts • moonwalk • face painting • lively music • Grand 
raffle!

A fun Sukkot celebration for the whole family! At Chabad 
House: 2615 Michigan St NE 

SIMCHAT TORAH CELEBRATION
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28th 2021| 8:00PM

Dance the night away with L’chaim, flags for the kids, and 
a delicious Dinner! Celebrate the completion of the Torah 
reading! Come receive a free dosage of Jewish Pride and joy 
that will last you the rest of the year! 

August Service Schedule

Friday, August 6
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
 
Friday, August 13
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
Special Readings and Music to Welcome the Month of Elul
Jackson Remes Participates
Oneg Shabbat Sponsored by the Remes Family
 
Friday, August 20
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
Special Readings and Music for Elul
Oneg Shabbat Sponsored by Peg and Mort Finkelstein
 
Saturday, August 21
Bar Mitzvah of Jackson Remes at 10:00 AM
Jackson is the son of Danielle & Nick Remes
 
Friday, August 27
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
Special Music for Selichot Included
Hearty Oneg Shabbat Following
 
Celebrating Selichot
Please join us for a first taste of the upcoming holidays as we 
include some of the most beautiful music of the season on 
Friday, August 27 at 6:00 PM.  This year we are combining 
the beauty of Shabbat and tradition of a Selichot Service into 
one worship opportunity. 

Selichot means forgiveness.  We will include special prayers 
for forgiveness into our Shabbat Service 10 days before Rosh 
Hashanah.  We will be using Miskan Halev Siddur.  This book 
is published by the Central Conference of American Rabbis 
and is designed for the month of Elul and for Selichot.  A 
hearty Oneg Shabbat will follow the service. Come and 
celebrate both occasions with us.  
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A Message from Linda Pestka,
Campaign Chair 2021 and JFGR Board Member

Linda is a native of Grand Rapids and 
a lifelong member of Ahavas Israel. She 
is a former teacher and counselor at the 
Grand Rapids Public Schools and the 
mother of two adult daughters and five 
adorable grandchildren. She is an avid 
dog lover, enjoys walking and traveling 

the world.

We live in unprecedented times. We are still dealing with the 
aftermath of the pandemic. Incidents of anti-Semitism are at an 
all-time high, and many Jews feel less safe, even in countries 
like the United States. Economic insecurity is on the rise. Israel 
is in an ongoing state of existential threat. What does the future 
look like? The events of the past year have shown us that 
it’s imperative that we take care of others in our community. 
Federation and campaign are more important than ever.

As a long-time resident of Grand Rapids and member of 
the Jewish community, I feel compelled to get involved. My 
family has donated the new Holocaust memorial, Ways to Say 
Goodbye by Ariel Schlesinger, to the Frederick Meijer Gardens. 
Inspired by this gift, Federation has chosen the theme for 
Campaign 2021 - Branches of Giving. Trees play a central 
role in Judaism, representing growth and stability, strength, 
development, wisdom and knowledge, planting roots, and 
nurturing and sustenance. These concepts mirror the focus 
and goals of Campaign 2021.

The Jewish community in Grand Rapids, in spite of its modest 
size, has always been active and generous when it comes to 
supporting Jewish life both here and abroad. Federation relies 
on this support to fund programs that enhance and preserve 
Jewish life, from PJ Library, Jewish Film Festival, and the 
Young Adult Division to the array of social services provided 
to assist local community members in need. In addition to 
supporting the local community, Federation is also tasked with 
building connections to Israel, which is more important than 
ever in light of recent events.

We still have much work to do. Please continue to support the 
work of Federation and, if possible, help us achieve our goal of 
$500,000.00 by increasing your gift. As Rabbi Hillel famously 
said, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If I am only 
for myself, what am I? If not now, when?” The time is now. We 
can build a flourishing Jewish community, but it depends upon 
generous donors like you. Help us guarantee a bright future for 
our Jewish community at the local level, and globally.

   Sincerely,

    Linda 

Community Calendar

Temple Emanuel was founded in 1857.  We are proud 
members of the Union for Reform Judaism.  We invite those 
seeking a liberal Jewish community, that welcomes all, to join 
us for services this summer.  
FRIDAY, JULY 1
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM 
FRIDAY, JULY 8
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM 
FRIDAY, JULY 15
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
July birthdays and anniversaries will be celebrated.
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to do is offered the opportunity to have himself duplicated. 
Sometimes to get more out of life, you have to make more 
of yourself. Starring Michael Keaton and Andie MacDowell, 
directed by Harold Ramis.

The movie will be followed by a Selihot service led by Cantor 
Stuart Rapaport along with Cantor David Fair. The service 
will begin at approximately 11:30 p.m.
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Chabad House of Western Michigan warmly invites the entire 
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Celebrate this beautiful Holiday in style, along with our 
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It all takes place at the largest Sukkah in town! RSVP to 
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Falafel Lunch • shake the lulav & etrog • exciting booths 
• crafts • moonwalk • face painting • lively music • Grand 
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A fun Sukkot celebration for the whole family! At Chabad 
House: 2615 Michigan St NE 

SIMCHAT TORAH CELEBRATION
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28th 2021| 8:00PM

Dance the night away with L’chaim, flags for the kids, and 
a delicious Dinner! Celebrate the completion of the Torah 
reading! Come receive a free dosage of Jewish Pride and joy 
that will last you the rest of the year! 

August Service Schedule

Friday, August 6
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
 
Friday, August 13
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
Special Readings and Music to Welcome the Month of Elul
Jackson Remes Participates
Oneg Shabbat Sponsored by the Remes Family
 
Friday, August 20
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
Special Readings and Music for Elul
Oneg Shabbat Sponsored by Peg and Mort Finkelstein
 
Saturday, August 21
Bar Mitzvah of Jackson Remes at 10:00 AM
Jackson is the son of Danielle & Nick Remes
 
Friday, August 27
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
Special Music for Selichot Included
Hearty Oneg Shabbat Following
 
Celebrating Selichot
Please join us for a first taste of the upcoming holidays as we 
include some of the most beautiful music of the season on 
Friday, August 27 at 6:00 PM.  This year we are combining 
the beauty of Shabbat and tradition of a Selichot Service into 
one worship opportunity. 

Selichot means forgiveness.  We will include special prayers 
for forgiveness into our Shabbat Service 10 days before Rosh 
Hashanah.  We will be using Miskan Halev Siddur.  This book 
is published by the Central Conference of American Rabbis 
and is designed for the month of Elul and for Selichot.  A 
hearty Oneg Shabbat will follow the service. Come and 
celebrate both occasions with us.  

 
SUNDAY, JULY 17
Your Opinion Matters at 10:00 AM. Discussion and breakfast. 
For more information: jims@siegeljewelers.com. 
FRIDAY, JULY 22
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM 
FRIDAY, JULY 29
Shabbat Services at 6:00 PM
Firelight Friday 7:30 PM event for Jewish young adults. For 
more information: shelby@grtemple.org. 
Our well used and many years old Temple sukkah suffered 
irreparable damage last fall in a wind and rain storm.  We are 
seeking a donor or donors who would be willing to underwrite 
the cost of a new sukkah for the front lawn of Temple.  
Anyone interested is asked to contact Rabbi Schadick at 
Rabbi@grtemple.org
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edwardjones.com
 Member SIPCChad E Zagel, CFP®, AAMS® 

Financial Advisor

705 Bagley Avenue Se 
East Grand Rapids, MI 49506 
616-233-9472

Collaborative Cookbook News

JFGR is proud to announce the creation of “The Nosh”, our community’s first online cooking 
site. After much deliberation, we have decided to go in a new direction. Instead of a physical 
cookbook, we are creating a robust food site; a living cooking site that can grow with the 
community. We won’t be constrained by the printed page and,
as a result, we can tell stories behind family recipes, use
photography, instructional videos, and more. The site will
be interactive, searchable, and we are making it
easy to print recipes for those who prefer a hard
copy. Once the site is up and running, we’ll have
an app to use on mobile devices.
 
As the site is being built, we still need help with content.
We are accepting recipes and content via
www.jfgr.org, by mailing to the Federation office, or
by email: evan@jfgr.org. Please send us your favorite recipes.
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Do You Need a Ride?
Doctors appointment, grocery store or pharmacy? 
Let us take you where you want to go.

Contact Julianna Schrier, Community Connector at 616.942.5553 x206                     
or Julianna@JFGR.org to schedule your ride.
All rides need 24 hour advance notice.        Hours of service: 8am to 8pm

Thank you to the generosity of 
the Ravitz Foundation for this 
service to the Grand Rapids 

Jewish community.

TAHYEEM (Delicious)
A combination of North African and Israeli heritage, which is based on premium, fresh, organic ingredients

TAHYEEM
Middle Eastern Israeli Cuisine

Home Menus
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A Message from Linda Pestka,
Campaign Chair 2021 and JFGR Board Member
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a lifelong member of Ahavas Israel. She 
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Grand Rapids Public Schools and the 
mother of two adult daughters and five 
adorable grandchildren. She is an avid 
dog lover, enjoys walking and traveling 

the world.
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aftermath of the pandemic. Incidents of anti-Semitism are at an 
all-time high, and many Jews feel less safe, even in countries 
like the United States. Economic insecurity is on the rise. Israel 
is in an ongoing state of existential threat. What does the future 
look like? The events of the past year have shown us that 
it’s imperative that we take care of others in our community. 
Federation and campaign are more important than ever.

As a long-time resident of Grand Rapids and member of 
the Jewish community, I feel compelled to get involved. My 
family has donated the new Holocaust memorial, Ways to Say 
Goodbye by Ariel Schlesinger, to the Frederick Meijer Gardens. 
Inspired by this gift, Federation has chosen the theme for 
Campaign 2021 - Branches of Giving. Trees play a central 
role in Judaism, representing growth and stability, strength, 
development, wisdom and knowledge, planting roots, and 
nurturing and sustenance. These concepts mirror the focus 
and goals of Campaign 2021.

The Jewish community in Grand Rapids, in spite of its modest 
size, has always been active and generous when it comes to 
supporting Jewish life both here and abroad. Federation relies 
on this support to fund programs that enhance and preserve 
Jewish life, from PJ Library, Jewish Film Festival, and the 
Young Adult Division to the array of social services provided 
to assist local community members in need. In addition to 
supporting the local community, Federation is also tasked with 
building connections to Israel, which is more important than 
ever in light of recent events.

We still have much work to do. Please continue to support the 
work of Federation and, if possible, help us achieve our goal of 
$500,000.00 by increasing your gift. As Rabbi Hillel famously 
said, “If I am not for myself, who will be for me? If I am only 
for myself, what am I? If not now, when?” The time is now. We 
can build a flourishing Jewish community, but it depends upon 
generous donors like you. Help us guarantee a bright future for 
our Jewish community at the local level, and globally.

   Sincerely,

    Linda 

Life cycle times, both happy and sad, are traditional times to make 
donations to Jewish causes. You can make a donation of $10 or more to 
the Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids in honor or in memory of members 
of our community.
We then will acknowledge that donation with a card to that individual or 
family. This is a wonderful way to send your good wishes and be able to 
fulfill the mitzvah of tzedakah.
Please be sure to indicate what the occasion is and who is to receive the 
card. Please specify which of the following funds you would like your 
donation to be credited to:
Woman of Valor Fund To honor the women in our lives who  have made 
a difference personally, locally or nationally.
Federation General Endowment/L’Dor Vador Fund To help ensure the 
continued work of the Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids for now and 
the future.
Julian and Judith Joseph Fund To provide for local programming and 
events through the Jewish Federation of Grand Rapids.
David and Susan Samrick Youth Scholarship Fund To provide 
scholarships to Jewish sleep away camps and experiences.
Charles and Maxine Shapiro Fund To help ensure long-term aid to Israel 
and Jews around the world.
Louis and Louise Weiner Fund To help ensure local programming for 
seniors in the Grand Rapids Jewish community.
Jerry and Judy Subar Fund To help ensure funding for overseas Jewish 
communities’ needs.
Leven Family Fund To establish and provide Jewish facilities, and support 
for cooperative programming among the congregations that support 
Jewish education for our youth.
Sam and Jane Kravitz Social Services Fund To support Jewish social 
services in Grand Rapids.
Donna G. Boorstein Memorial Fund To help ensure funding for Jewish 
arts, culture and history in Greater Grand Rapids.
Lois and Sheldon Kahn Health Help Fund To support health services for 
Jewish community members not covered by other financial resources.
Fox Family Fund To ensure that the PJ Library, a program of the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation, for children ages 6 weeks- 12 years old, remains in 
the Western Michigan community and to provide high-quality educational 
children’s programs.
The Finkelstein Brothers Fund  Mort, Raleigh and Edward’s commitment 
to educate the residents of Michigan about the Jewish families that settled 
in West Michigan during the mid 1800s through community events and 
educational programs.
Henry Pestka Holocaust Memorial Fund To make certain that the 
Holocaust is an essential part of the human story forever through 
educational programs and events that teach awareness, compassion and 
to ensure these inhumane acts against humanity never happen again.

Thank you for supporting the
Grand Rapids Jewish Community

JFGR General Endowment/L’Dor Vador Fund

Julian and Judith Joseph Endowment Fund

Louis & Louise Weiner Fund

Jerry & Judy Subar Endowment Fund 

Charles and Maxine Shapiro Endowment Fund

Woman of Valor Endowment Fund

Leven Family Endowment Fund 

David & Susan Samrick Youth Scholarship Fund  

Lois and Sheldon Kahn Health Help Fund

Donna G. Boorstein Memorial Fund

Sam and Jane Kravitz Social Services Fund 

Fox Family Fund  

The Finkelstein Brothers Fund

Henry Pestka Memorial Fund

Make a tribute gift to
Thank , Honor, Memorialize

friends and loved ones.
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Endowment

JFGR Endowment Fund Donation Form

Donation from: Name

Donor Address

Donor City/St/Zip

Send card to: Name

Send card to address

Send card to City/St/Zip

Fund (pick from list)

In honor of

In memory of

Notes:
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2727 Michigan NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49506 
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Endowment
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Jewish life, from PJ Library, Jewish Film Festival, and the 
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Endowment

Nancy & Morton Abish
Heather & David Alfonso

Talia & Mario Atias
Lisa Rashewsky & Dorothy Berg

Bill Boorstein
Helen & Fred Brenner

Karen Bronkema
Diane & Larry Broomberg

Vicky Varlotta Chung & Matt Chung
John Clark

Jason Crouthamel
Alton Danks

Diann Landers & Douglas Dok
Toby Dolinka

Joe, Dan & Jeff Druker
Marvin Druker

Jeanne Englehart
Sandra Faulkner & Bethany Faulkner

Kathleen Feeney
Kay Finkelstein

Cathrin & Jim Finney
Erin Fisk & Anna Fisk

Judith Subar & Cary Fleisher
Janet Chesman & Robert Fordney

Paula & Michael Freed
Bradley Friedland

The Michael & Jill Gotlieb Family Trust
Rhonda Grochowalski

Rabbi & Mrs. Mordechai Haller
Susan & Richard Hartger
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Cathy Winick & Martin Hillard

Cindy Hughey
Sherry & George Jackoboice
Barbara & Douglas Kindschi

Julie & Robert Koch
Cindy& Rich Kogelschatz

Edith Landman
Shelley & Richard Leebow

Rabbi Albert Lewis
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Nancy & Arend Lubbers
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Kathy & Rick Montini

Laura Paletta
Lu Ann Paletta
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Hon. James & Diane Redford
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Susan Samrick
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Rabbi Michael & Susan Schadick
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Sanford & Cynthia Simon
Sherry & Doug Singer

Karen & David Soebbing
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Richard & Mary Stevens Family Fund
Ronald Strauss
Susette Tauber
Robin Turetsky

Jody & Van Swets
Karen & Darrell VanderKooi

Viking Spas: John Clark, President
Fay & Barry Wax

Mr. & Mrs. Manfred Weller
Mary & Nelson Wilner

Carol Wisner
Susan & Dale Wolfsen
Tina & Brandon Wong

Hon. Christopher & Janice Yates
Ellie & Chad Zagel

Hon. Daniel V. Zemaitis

Henry Pestka Endowment Fund
In Memory of Henry Pestka
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“Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park is highly honored and very pleased 
to receive this significant and meaningful gift to acquire Ariel Schlesinger’s 
monumental sculpture Ways to Say Goodbye. The sculpture will be dedicated in 

memory of Henry Pestka and the six million Jews murdered 
in the Holocaust and serve to promote peace. We are 
deeply grateful for this gift adding such an important work of 
art to our Permanent Collection. Our members and guests 
will forever benefit from this extraordinary gift.”

- David Hooker, President & CEO
Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture ParkWays to Say Goodbye

by Ariel Schlesinger

COMING SOON

New Holocaust Memorial
at the
Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park

Generously given by the Pestka Family
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Michael J Murphy – Agent 
mikem@jbhins.com 

Michael J Murphy – Agent
mikem@jbhins.com
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