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Order your  
Holiday Greetings for  

Rosh Hashanah by 
September 8  

See page 9 for more 
details 

The Federation Celebration Gala:  
Unity in the Community  

would like to thank all of our sponsors! 

Mensch $2500+ 
Barry Feirstein 
Sarah Johnstone & Robert (z’l) Levine 
Shelley & Steven Turk 

 

Chesed $1250 
Arnoff Moving & Storage 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Hudson 
Valley Properties 
KeyBank 
Betsy Kopstein-Stuts 
Laura Liebman & Ken Goldstein 
Esther & Stan Morris 
Poughkeepsie Public Library District 
Nina & Russell Rothman 
SSI Aeration Inc. 
Stephanie Wasser 
Veith Electric, LLC  

 

Mitzvah $750 
Sandra & John Blair 
Eric & Miriam Goldstone 
Maish Freedman 
Cheri & Roger Friedman 
Shirley & Bernard Handel 
Hudson River Fruit 
Hudson Valley Credit Union 
A Gregg Pulver, Dutchess Cnty Comptroller 
Paula & Azzy Reckess 
Pam & Michael Smith 
Rutberg & Breslow, Personal Injury Law 
The Children’s Dental Group 
Walden Savings Bank 
Youngwirth Law, PLLC  
 

Tzedakah $500 
Ira & Jill Auerbach 
Chai Developers 
Jack Effron 
Mariel & Arnold Goran 
Michael Graves Architecture 

Tzedakah continued 
NFP Aon Insurance 
PKF O’Connor Davies 
Rieger Homes Inc. 
Janet, William, Jackie & Douglas Rothman 
Gloria Turk 
Temple Beth-El 
Vassar Temple  
 

Shalom $250 
Austin Ryan Optika 
DNL OmniMedia 
Gil & Cantor, PC 
Judy Fein 
Miriam Gold 
Ronald Hicks, Asst. Dutchess Cnty Executive 
Cynthia & Roger Lewin 
Nuvance Health 
Royal Carting Service Company 
Sandra Mamis 
Linda & Saran Rosner 
Sue Serino, Dutchess County Executive 
Dr. Richard Whalen  

 

L’Chaim $118 
Bernard & Barbara Cohen 
Roz & Stan Cooper 
Jane Dworkin 
Dr. & Mrs. Howard Friedman 
Sandy & Jerry Goldberg 
Amy & Roy Kulick 
Dave Lowitz 
Linda and Eric Perfecto 
Felipe and Donna Pistiner 
Drs. Steven & Fredda Rosenberg 
Marilyn & Michael Schwartz 
Werner Steger & Christine Attlesey-Steger 
Ellen & Victor Stern 
Robert Ulrich 
Evelyn Weiss,  
Congratulations to the honorees!  

We officially welcome  
our new Community Partner 

www.ulstersavings.com 

Introducing our new security  
consultant for Dutchess County  

Patrick Regan of CSI 
See page 8 for his article 

THANK YOU to our sponsors, attendees, and silent  
auction donors for making our 7th Annual  

Federation Celebration Gala the best  
and most profitable yet!  

More photos on page 5 and 8. 
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Please like and follow  
our Instagram  
and Facebook 

HELP PLANET EARTH 
 

A growing number of smart readers 
read The Voice electronically  

saving trees, paper, and trips to the  
recycling bin. Plus they get The Voice 

a week before anyone else does.  
And, you know what can happen in  

seven days… 
 

Let us know that you’d like to save a 
tree, and we’ll add you to the email 

list.  Email:  
 

TheVoice@JewishDutchess.org.   
 

Yours truly—Mother Nature   

Location 
Temple Beth-El 

118 S Grand Ave 
Poughkeepsie NY 

SCHEDULE 

11:00 –11:30am  
Schmooze 

11:30 –12:30pm  
  Program 

Sivan—Tammuz 

The Jewish Federation of Dutchess County presents  
cultural, social, and educational programs. 

WEDNESDAY PROGRAMS Join us! 
MEETING LOCATION 

We will be meeting at 11:30 am at 
Temple Beth-El, 118 S Grand Ave, Poughkeepsie 

Please do not bring outside food into the temple. 
August 

 

August 14  Laughter is the best medicine! with Arieh Neuwirth. This Jewish  
   comedy hour will feature a review of American Jewish stand up  
   comedians and their material. Audience participation will be  
   encouraged. 
   Menu: vegetable burgers, french fries, Israeli salad, cookies 

 

August 28  What you always wanted to know about honeybees, Part 2 with  
   Robbie Roeshman. In this second part, Robbie will continue  
   teaching us all about honeybees and beekeeping. 
   Menu: sandwiches—tuna salad, egg salad, cucumber and cream  
   cheese, salad, ice creams bars 

*Gluten free options available upon request in advance 

TO REGISTER, call the office at (845) 471-9811  
or online at: www.JewishDutchess.org/events 

**Advanced registration needed for food planning purposes** 

Suggested Donation $6, no one will be 
turned away for lack of funds. 

Learn & Lunch Bunch is  
partially funded by the  

Ann & Abe Effron Fund and  
Bernard and Shirley Handel  

Foundation Donor Advised Fund 
of the Community Foundations 

of the Hudson Valley 

Jewish Federation of Dutchess 
County 
(845) 471-9811 
JFedDC Executive Director 
Karen Hochhauser 
Director@JewishDutchess.org 
 
The Voice 
Editor:   Karen Hochhauser 
Layout:   Tamra Bienemann 
MAL:  Alyssa Kogon 
 
Subscriptions, address changes, etc. 
TheVoice@JewishDutchess.org 
Advertising/Sales 
For advertising information email: 
Advertising@JewishDutchess.org. 
The Voice and the Jewish Federation 
assume no responsibility for the  
kashruth or reliability of any products 
or services advertised.  

Office for the Aging  
submitted by Brian Jones, Outreach Coordinator, Dutchess County Office for the Aging 

Jewish Federation of Dutchess County sponsored 

 

GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP FOR  
LOSS OF SPOUSE OR PARTNER 

 

IS SEEKING A LIMITED NUMBER OF NEW GROUP  
MEMBERS WHO HAVE BEEN BEREAVED 3 YEARS OR LESS 

 

Professionally Led by Judy Elkin, LMSW 

 

Call JFedDC office at (845) 471-9811 for further details. 

SENIOR FARMERS MARKET NUTRITION PROGRAM NOW OPEN  

 

Once again, qualifying Dutchess County older adults have an opportunity this summer to improve their  
nutrition while supporting local farms, thanks to New York’s Senior Farmers Market Nutrition Program 
(SFMNP). 
 

To qualify, a Dutchess County resident must be at least 60 years of age and receiving benefits through public 
assistance, SNAP, HEAP, or Section 8 housing. Alternately, an older adult may qualify if household income is 
below 185% of US poverty guidelines.  

 

To find out more about qualifications, call OFA during business hours at 845-486-2555 or email 
ofa@dutchessny.gov. Residents of low-income housing complexes may be able to find out more about SFMNP 
from their residence manager. 
 

We will distribute a limited number of SFMNP booklets across the county from our main office in 
Poughkeepsie, and to qualifying participants of our OFA Friendship Center and Home Delivered Meals 
programs throughout the County.  

 

SFMNP booklets will be distributed at the OFA main office only on Mondays and Tuesdays from 2:30pm  
to 4:00 pm, while supplies last.  

 

Distribution at OFA Friendship Centers is available by appointment. OFA Friendship Centers are in  
Beacon, East Fishkill, Millerton, Pawling, Pleasant Valley (Tri-Town), Poughkeepsie, Red Hook, and South  
Amenia/Wassaic. See www.dutchessny.gov/ofanutrition for Friendship Center contact information. 

 

Each booklet contains five checks valued at $5.00 each. Treat the checks like cash to avoid loss or theft.  

 

Customers redeeming SFMNP checks will not receive cash change, so use the whole check whenever possible. 
SFMNP checks cannot be exchanged for cash. 

 

Distribution will continue throughout the 2024 growing season for as long as supplies last. SFMNP checks can 
be used until November 30th or a participating market closes for the season, whichever comes first. Leftover 
checks from 2023 or earlier years are no longer valid. 

 

For the latest county-by-county list of participating local markets, go to www.agriculture.ny.gov/
farmersmarkets. New markets often enter the program in the summer and fall, so check back regularly.  

See page 9 to order your Holiday Greetings. 
Order your Holiday Greetings by September 8th. 

http://www.dutchessny.gov/ofanutrition
http://www.agriculture.ny.gov/farmersmarkets
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A special thank you to 
our 2024  

Community Partners 

 

Pillar Sponsors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Louis Berger Foundation 

 

Guardian Community Partners 
 

• PKF O'Connor Davies 

 

Builder Community Partners 
 

• Marshall & Sterling 
• NFP 
• Wm. G. Miller & Son Funeral 

Home, Inc 
• Bernard & Shirley Handel 

Foundation 
• Mid Hudson Construction 

Management 

• The Kartrite Resort and  
Waterpark 

Patron Community Partners 
 

• Arnoff Moving & Storage 
• M&T Bank 

Supporter Community Partners 
 

• Acorn Stairlifts: 
 Call Martin Hochhauser first 
 (914) 456-4050 

• Hudson Valley Renegades 
• Riverside Bank A Division of 

Salisbury Bank and Trust   

• Ulster Savings 

 

Interested in becoming a  
Community Partner? 

Contact JFedDC  
(845) 471-9811 

JFedDC sends out  
a weekly email? 

 
If you are not  
receiving the  
weekly email, 

call the JFedDC office  
to be put on the list. 

(845) 471-9811 
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VOICE DEADLINES 
Note deadlines listed.  

Email: 
TheVoice@JewishDutchess.org 

 if you have questions. 

ISSUE DEADLINE 

September August 1 

October September 1 

November October 1 

December November 1 

Disclaimer: Please note that the articles and advertisements submitted are the viewpoints of the 
authors and do not necessarily represent the position of JFedDC. 

The Harding Club 

Be sure to look for our advertisers in this month’s The Voice: 

 

Page 3 Wm. G. Miller & Sons Funeral Home, Inc., David Feinstein  
  Berkshire, Hathaway Home Services,, B Riley Wealth, Optique  
  Elegance, Michael Torsone Memorial Funeral Home, Red Cap  
  Cleaners, and PAZ 
 

Page 4 Berkshire Hathaway Home Services Hudson Valley  
  Properties and  
 

Page 12: Hudson Valley Hospice, HV Palliative Care, and Whiteman,  
  Osterman, and Hanna LLC 

Sivan—Tammuz 

Do you know a senior who would like a holiday gift? 
Please email or call the JFedDC office to get them on the 

list to receive a holiday gift. 
programs@jewishdutchess.org 

(845) 471-9811 

Are you receiving the weekly email or  
would you like to receive The Voice digitally? 

Email: admin@jewishdutchess.org 

The Harding Club is about to begin its 102nd year. Much 
has changed in the past century, and the Harding Club 
has been changing with the times. Originally a Jewish 
men's social club, the organization has morphed into an 
institution which not only provides a very important social outlet, but 
the club also is active in the larger Dutchess community, making  
philanthropic contributions financially as well as in person. 

 

This is a great time to consider becoming a member. Just use the  
information at the end of this article to make contact, and we will begin 
the process of making you a member. 

 

The club usually meets at a local restaurant twice monthly either for 
lunch or dinner. Social connections are made and continued prior to a 
good meal. After the meal, to aid digestion, an interesting speaker  
engages our minds. We have heard experts from a wide range of fields 
including science, business, medicine, history, politics, and more.  
Somehow, it is always interesting. 

 

Summer, 2024, has been highlighted by our signature event, Kosher Deli 
Night and a picnic at Bowdoin Park. Additionally, thanks to the efforts of 
Lew Sims, our Tzedekah program made a $400 donation to the Lunch 
Box, enough to cover an entire meal. Harding Club members also helped 
with serving the meal and cleaning it up. 

 

We do get involved in a lot of stuff. 
 

If you are interested in membership, please get in touch with one of us 
listed below. Thanks. 
 

Alan Fox, Harding Club Secretary 

 

Gene Fleishman, President, gene,fleishman@gmail.com 
Irv Miller, Vice President, immiller1@juno.com 
Alan Fox, Secretary, alfox21@yahoo.com 

Aba’s Falafel 
Adam Belok 

Adams Fairacre Farms 
Antonella’s Italian Food  

& Pizza 
Bagel World 
Bar Six NYC 

Bardavon 1869  
Opera House 

Beekman Golf Course 
Billy Joe’s Ribworks 

Bounce Sports &  
Entertainment Center 

Boutique Wines, Spirits, 
and Ciders 

Bread Alone Bakery 
Brigitte Bistro 

Casa Amigos Mexican 
Kitchen & Cantina 

Changes | Clothing for 
Men 

Cocina La Cabanita de 
Oaxaca 

Cosimo’s Poughkeepsie 
County Players at the 

Falls Theatre 
Crew Restaurant & Bar 

Daily Planet Diner 
Davies Hardware 
Delforno’s Market  
Place & Catering 
Dimoran Pizza &  

Restaurant 
Dolce Italian Bakery 

Dunkin Donuts 
Dutchess County  

Chamber of Commerce 
EBS Tax & Accounting  

Service 
Elizabeth Boutique 

Elyse Mansfield 
Emily Moran 

Extreme Cleaners 
Farmers and Chefs 

Five Iron Golf 
Foster’s Coach  
House Tavern 
Fresco Tortilla 

Gigi Trattoria 
Green Owl Farm 

Half Time Beverage 
Hammertown Barn 

Heather Kernes 
Heritage Food & Drink 
Hudson Beach Glass 

Hudson Nails 
Hudson Plaza Wines  

and Spirits 
Hudson Taco 

Hudson Valley  
Renegades 

Hummingbird Jewelers 
LQ Design NY 
Irwin Garden 

Jenn Martin Spa 
Jill Auerbach 
J McLaughlin 

Lagrange Pharmacy 
Lauren Dewitt 

Le Canard Enchaine 
Lili’s Nails Salon 

Longobardi’s Restaurant 
& Pizzeria 

Mark Klein 
Market Street Restaurant 

Rhinebeck 
Matchbox Café 

Melzingah Tap House 
Mid-Hudson Discovery 

Museum 
Mike & Lisa Arnoff  

Mill House Brewing  
Company 

Millbrook Vineyards & 
Winery 

Mindful Yoga By Liz 
Myer’s Olde Dutch 

Nationwide Mortgage 
Bankers 

New Victory Theater 
Niamh Lynn Salon 

Noam Markus 
North River Roasters/

Mid-Hudson Works 
Oblong Books 

Paper Trail Gift Shop 

Patsy’s Pizzeria 
Paula’s Runway Café 

Pete’s Famous Restaurant 
Pizza Shop 

Pizzeria Posto 
PJ Library 

Poughkeepsie Steakhouse 
Powerhouse Theatre at 

Vassar College 
Price Right Wines  

& Liquors 
Primo Waterfront 

Rachel Ross 
Red Cap Cleaners 
Red Hook Diner 

Red Hook Golf Club 
Rich Wiesenthal 

River Mint Finery 
Royal Carting 

Russell & Nina Rothman 
Samuel’s Sweet Shop 

Savona’s Trattoria & Bar 
Scott Swartz 

Scruples Boutique 
Shadows on the Hudson 

Sonny’s Ristorante  
& Pizzeria 

Southside Wines & Spirits 
Spettro 

Stephanie Wasser 
Sugar & Spice Café 
Surprise Lake Camp 

Sweet Frog Frozen Yogurt 
Taconic Distillery 

Tamatha Williams 
The Amsterdam 

The Challah Pixie 
The Dutch Crown 

The Kartrite Resort &  
Indoor Waterpark 
The Little Owl Spa 
The Pastry Garden 

The Three Arts Bookstore 
Tina Blondin 
Twisted Soul 

Upstate Films 

Thank you to everyone who donated for our  
Silent Auction at the JFedDC Gala,  

“Unity in the Community.” 

We thank you and  

appreciate you! 

mailto:fleishman@gmail.com
mailto:immiller1@juno.com
mailto:alfox21@yahoo.com
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7th Federation Celebration Gala! For more photos go to www.jewishdutchess.org/gallery 
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PJ Library, a flagship program of the Harold Grinspoon  
Foundation (HGF), was launched with a humble beginning in 

2005 in Western Massachusetts, sending children's books 
about Jewish holidays, culture, and values. Today, PJ Library 
has grown into an internationally recognized, $40M global  
cultural literacy venture that partners with philanthropists 

and Jewish communities around the world to provide families 
raising Jewish children ages 0-12 with the gift of free, 

 high-quality children's books and other resources that foster 
a deeper connection with Jewish life (www.hgf.org).  

Thank you! 

Community By Suzanne Turrisi, PJ Library Assistant Director 

 

What does it mean to be part of a community? According to Oxford Languages, community is defined 
as, “a group of people living in the same place or having a particular characteristic in common.” The 
sense that the community is responsible for the physical and communal needs of its members has 
manifested itself in different ways throughout Judaism. Community is a mindset where members are 
there for each other on all levels. It is a familiar thread that helps bring people together. A  
community provides support, belonging and identity. It gives us a platform where we band together 
to celebrate life's moments. Communities unify us in our society in challenging times and times of 
prosperity. Wherever Jews have lived, we have built synagogues, established communal  
organizations and created systems of communal governance. The Jewish people call ourselves “Am 
Yisrael“–“the people of Israel”— rather than “Dat Yisrael,” or “the religion of Israel” because our 
sense of peoplehood has long been one of our defining characteristics. In order to be a suitable place 
to live, a community must provide for all of its members’ spiritual and physical needs. Caring for the 
needs of a community can also be defined as a mitzvah.  

Shir Chadash Shabbat Time with PJ Library 

http://www.hgf.org/
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  קהילה
Kehillah 

Community 

Friends From Afar 
By Tamatha Williams, PJ Library Director 
 

There are times when people enter your life and from 
the very first encounter you  know that they will play 
a significant role. A few years ago, I met a remarkable 
woman. She was new to Dutchess County and decided 
to connect with PJ Library, a familiar entity to her. I 
can remember scurrying with my little one in order 
to get to Rhinebeck in time to meet her. My daughter 
and I hopped out of the car and moved with excited 
anticipation to welcome her and her young daughter. 
She was expecting her second child and although in 
that uncomfortable last trimester, her face beamed as 
we made our introductions. Our meetup felt so  
natural and warm, like a friend that you are just 
catching up with. 
 

Since that first introduction in Rhinebeck years ago, we have shared many 
more fun family outings, encountering and welcoming other new families 
along the way. Her second child was born and we celebrated his arrival, my 
older daughter even becoming one of his first babysitters. 

 

This July, our PJ families and I celebrated together. This celebration, however, 
was especially heartfelt. An opportunity arose for this beautiful family to  
relocate and so we celebrated their future endeavors and we quietly mourned 
the distance that would be between us. While these friends are  
geographically afar, they will forever be close to my heart and the hearts of 
our PJ families. 

S
u
zan

n
e 

Tam
ath

a 

Crown of Friends taken from www.firstpalette.com 
This paper crown made of people holding hands is a fun craft that kids can 
do while learning themes on friendship, people around that world and 
community helpers. 
 
SUPPLIES  
• A4 or Letter size paper 
• Construction paper (24" x 36") 
• Crayons or colored markers 
• Scissors 
• Glue 
• Glitter glue, stickers, plastic gems (optional) 
 
DIRECTIONS 
• Cut out the template, including the four small triangles. 

• Place the template on a sheet of construction paper. Trace around the 
outline of the template 2½ times to create a chain of 5 people holding 
hands on the construction paper. 

• Cut out the crown. Cut out the small triangles as well. 

• Draw and cut hair from construction paper. Glue the hair onto each 
person on the crown. 

• You can also cut yarn or strips of crepe paper and glue them on as 
hair. 

• Use colored markers or crayons to draw a face and clothes on each 
person. 

• A crown is not complete 
without some bling. Create 
gems using glitter glue. You 
can also glue paper cut-outs 
or plastic gems, put gem-
style stickers, or draw gems 
using colored markers or 
crayons. Once the glue dries, 
glue or tape the ends of the 
crown together so that the 
crown fits snugly around 
your head.  Have fun wearing 
your crown! 



 

 

As a member of the Federation board, I often ask myself 
in what way I can help the board fulfill its mission. This  
column is one way in which every board member gets to 
do that. I take my turn at this responsibility seriously, but 
deciding which among the many issues I would like to  
address has turned out to be exceedingly difficult. 

  

We all lead busy lives, juggling between work, family,  
civic responsibilities, and – hopefully over the summer for 
many of us – a little vacation and down time. World 

events change daily, and yet there is one event which hangs over my head 
like a dark cloud, whatever I do and wherever I go. 

 

It is now a full nine months since over 240 innocent citizens were brutally 
taken hostage by Hamas, including women, children, elderly, Holocaust  
survivors and American citizens. As horrendous as the events of October 7 
were, it seemed unconscionable at the time that half of them would still be 
held hostage 9 months into the conflict, including the two Bibas children and 
their mother, who have connections to our community. 

  

As most of you are aware, I have multiple family members and friends in  
Israel, all of whom have been impacted by this war in varying ways. The one 
common thread is worried concern and fear for the hostages still in Hamas’ 
grip. Pro-Hamas demonstrators would like the world to believe that these 
atrocities did not happen. The propaganda machine is at work, and  
unfortunately history is repeating itself. World opinion is only too happy to 
place blame on the victim if the victims are Jews, and antisemitism is on the 
rise. 
 

What can you do? Educate yourself on the history of the region and the  
conflict. Stay vigilant. Maintain your center and your morals. And for 
heaven’s sake, do not forget the hostages! 

  

If you wear a “Bring Them Home” dog tag, a yellow pin, or a blue ribbon,  
people will ask what and who they are for, giving you an opportunity to  
advocate on their behalf. Read the stories of those still in Gaza, released 
from captivity, or killed on October 7. They each have a life story and a  
family waiting for them. Write letters to your Congressman and Senator and  
demand that they work for the release of the hostages. Attend a local rally or 
head to NYC to participate in the weekly rally every Sunday in Central Park. 
Join our local Hyde Park, Rhinebeck, and Poughkeepsie chapter of 
Run4TheirLives on a weekly walk to lend support for the hostages and  
increase awareness. We need to let the world know that we will not stop  
until every single body, dead or alive, is returned to us. 
  

We cannot abandon our sisters and brothers in captivity. 

  

Use the links below or contact the Federation office for more information as 
to how you can help. admin@jewishdutchess.org or call(845) 471-9811 
#DogTags #BringThemHomeNow #Run4TheirLives 

Azzy Reckess 
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Our Executive Director 

“Maybe so, maybe not. We will see.” 

 

They say that bad things come in 3…but what about 
good things? Why can’t they come in a series of 3 or 
103? It is also interesting how one evaluates whether 
something is “good” or “bad.” Honestly, in my opinion, 
it is relative. For example, if it rains one day and I get 
soaked, while that may seem “bad,” my garden is also 
being watered, helping the vegetables grow, which is 
“good.” In a more personal example, the passing of my 
mother was a tremendously sad experience, and most 

would say a “bad” thing. However, at the time of her passing, she had  
basically become a prisoner in her own body. While I miss her every day, 
some days and times more than others, her passing was a blessing of 
sorts in that she was no longer in pain and her soul became free. 

 

It reminds me of the fable about a Chinese farmer. The farmer and his 
son had a horse that they loved and who helped the family earn a living. 
One day, the horse ran away, and their neighbors exclaimed: “Your horse 
ran away, what terrible luck!” The farmer replied: “Maybe so, maybe not. 
We will see.” 

 

A few days later, the horse returned home, and arrived with a few more 
horses. The neighbors roared: “Your horse returned and brought more 
with him. What great luck!” The farmer replied: “Maybe so, maybe not. 
We will see.” 

 

Later that week, the farmer’s son was trying to train one of the horses 
and was thrown to the ground, breaking his leg. The neighbors yelled: 
“Your son broke his leg, what terrible luck!” The farmer replied: “Maybe 
so, maybe not. We will see.” 

 

A few weeks later, soldiers from the army marched through town, taking 
all boys, forcing them to join. They did not take the farmer’s son, because 
he had a broken leg. The neighbors cried out: “Your boy is spared, what 
tremendous luck!” The farmer replied, “Maybe so, maybe not. We’ll see.” 

 

Through life, one has the power to determine whether something is good 
or bad, though initially the outcome may not be clear. Similar to focusing 
on the positive, as mentioned last month, I try and believe that 
“everything happens for a reason,” which has gotten me by so far. It is 
also very much aligned with my belief of how things are “bashert” or 
meant to be. 
 

So while we have no idea what the future holds for any of us and  
whether things that happen will ultimately be “good” or “bad,” I am  
wishing everyone a fruitful, productive, relaxing, and enjoyable rest of 
the summer. 
 

Big warm summer hugs, 
Karen Hochhauser, Executive Director 

Community Security Initiative Submitted by Patrick Regan, Regional Director—Greater Hudson Valley Community Security Initiative 

 

Summer is upon us. It is hard to imagine that we are nearing the one year anniversary of October 7, with the High Holy Days rapidly approaching, and 
many hostages remaining in captivity. The vulnerability of the Jewish community is not new, but the events of October 7th, and the increasing vitriol  
directed at the Jewish community in the US highlight the need for awareness, security procedures, and emergency planning for Jewish institutions. 
 

International events, historically and  tragically, inspire lone actors to take action against individuals or groups that they have convinced themselves are 
adversaries. What amounts to the denial, and even celebration, of the atrocities committed on October 7 can further inspire individuals.  What can you 
do? The strength of the Jewish community has always been in its unity. It is more important now than ever to establish, open, and reopen lines of  
communication amongst all elements of the Jewish community. The Federation is very fortunate to have such an energetic and engaged  
Executive Director, who serves as an excellent hub for those communication lines.  

 

Every institution should have security protocols, and emergency plans. When possible, have security awareness and active threat response training. 
Weaving security into the fabric of daily life will help keep communities and institutions safe. It doesn’t mean living in fear of an imminent attack, but 
taking daily precautions and paying attention to surroundings in the same manner that you might lock your car doors or secure your valuables.  

 

It is also important that you report anything suspicious. Virtually all attacks are precipitated by pre event indicators. Reporting suspicious people,  
vehicles, packages, or circumstances is critical. Always call 911 in an emergency, but ensure everything you think is not quite right gets reported. CSI is 
always willing to field information and offer guidance as to the proper forum to report.  

 

The Community Security initiative is a project of the UJA Federation of NY and the JCRC-NY. We work closely with the Community Security Service, and 
the Secure Communities Network. CSI is the primary point of contact for all Jewish communal security needs and resources in the Greater Hudson  
Valley. As CSI’s Regional Security Director for the greater Hudson Valley, I can coordinate available resources for any institution. Training, vulnerability 
assessments, threat analysis, emergency planning, and general connectivity should be near the top of every institution’s “to do” list. I encourage all  
institutions to contact me and establish connection so I can best find ways to help. 

 

Community Security Initiative 
520 8th Avenue Suite 1400 
New York, NY 10018 
Office: (212) 983-4800 ext 109; Mobile: (929) 302-9550 
reganp@csiny.org; www.csiny.org 

7th Federation Celebration Gala! For more photos, go to www.jewishdutchess.org/gallery 

mailto:office@jewishdutchess.org
https://freedomtags.org/collections/featured-tags
https://stories.bringthemhomenow.net/
https://58y86dwab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001shDQKEIiYDI_D7KobOMQSthzy6Xx5xAkPglyFw-QwraKKBkFR3TFgF_rgiwTkEpx6Zn_7bLvWKOLkFThjCHs-iIncxNSL_SikayP1KvcHy3JpDIfqHm-ZbYz1ZMB-rmfXy729qFwuJNZnJLLHe3Emg==&c=szjRVSp0YF9XWtq5aKuyyZ571B-Oz0HH9zdZPbp4sqTuOKhd1vLOoA==&ch=XiP
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Mazel Tov Memories 
 

Send us information about what you are celebrating: birthdays,  
engagements, weddings, anniversaries, and simchas.  

 

We at the JFedDC want to celebrate with you and share the nachas.  

Send your information to: thevoice@jewishdutchess.org 

Happy  

60th Anniversary  

Sharon and Howard 

Lynne! 

Highlights, updates, and  
happenings of our Jewish  
business members of the  

community. 

Happy 1 year anniversary to 
Brooke Youngwirth of 
Youngwirth Law PLLC.  

Congratulations on your new  
waterfront location  

at 70 Dutchess Landing Road. 

Congratulations Suzanne Turrisi  

for her dedication and  

generosity to the endeavors 

of Temple Beth-El 

Rosh Hashanah 

Greeting orders 

need to be 

placed by  

September 8th 

to be placed in 

the October  

edition of  

The Voice. 
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Temple Beth-El 
 
(Conservative) 
118 S Grand Ave, Poughkeepsie 
(845) 454-0570 
Rabbi Michael Fessler 
Rosh Tefilah Rabbi Miriam Hyman 
Website: www.tbeny.org 
Email: info@tbeny.org 

 

Weekly Services: 
Friday & Saturday Shabbat Services  
alternate between in-person and Zoom.  
Monday— Friday Minyan 8:00 am.  
Monday & Thursday in person & Zoom, 
Tuesday, Wednesday, & Friday only on 
Zoom 
Call the Temple Beth-El office for the  
current schedule. 

 

Adult Education: 
For information about ongoing Adult  
Education at Temple Beth-El, please  
contact the synagogue office : 
(845) 454-0570. 

 

Other Events: 
Sunday 
Temple Beth-El Serves at Lunchbox 2nd 
Sunday, volunteers are needed to help 
serve a meal at Lunchbox at Dutchess  
Outreach. You can also help by making a 
donation to help cover the cost. Contact 
Nancy Judson & volunteer (845) 216-7563 
Tuesday 
Book Club 2:00 pm in the Social hall at 
TBE. August 6 (Before the Coffee Gets Cold 
by Kawaguchi), October 8 (Master Slave 
Husband Wife by Wood), December 10 
(We Were the Lucky Ones by Hunter), 
2025: February 11 (An Unfinished Love 
Story by Goodwin), April 15 (Looking for 
Jane by Marshall), June 10 (Cain v Abel: A 
Jewish Courtroom Drama). If inclement 
weather, we meet via Zoom.  
 

Contact: 
info@tbeny.org  

for current information 
or visit the website 

www.tbeny.org 

Congregation  
Shir Chadash 

 
(Reform) 
Interim: Freedom Plains  
Presbyterian Church, Lagrange 
(845) 232-1029 
Rabbi Glenn Jacob 
Website: www.shir-chadash.org 
Email: info@shir-chadash.org 

 

Weekly Services:  
Fridays: 7:30pm In-Person & Zoom 
Saturday: 9:15am In-person,  
Bi-monthly Torah Study with Rabbi 
Jacob, all welcome to attend. 

Adult Education: 
Saturday 
Torah Study 9:15am. An informal  
discussion about the Torah portion of 
the week with Shir Chadash’s new  
spiritual leader, Rabbi Jacob. Everyone 
has a chance to participate. Bring an 
inquisitive mind, a curiosity about our 
tradition, and willingness to share your 
thoughts. For info: (845) 232-1029, 
email: info@shir-chadash.org or visit 
www.shir-chadash.org. 
 

Other Events: 
Sunday 
Rosh Chodesh Reading Group  
Those interested in reading are invited,  
(now done virtually)-- interesting and 
provocative discussions. Dates & times 
TBD. Participants meet to discuss  
memoirs, fiction, poetry, and drama in 
a variety of works that offer Jewish 
themes and a variety of perspectives of 
interest. Have a topic suggestion, 
please let us know! For more info,  
contact Sandy Lash at (845) 232-1029, 
via email: info@shir-chadash.org 

 

Contact : 
info@shir-chadash.org 
for current information 

or visit the website 
www.shir-chadash.org 

Congregation  
Schomre Israel 

 

(Orthodox) 
18 Park Ave, Poughkeepsie 
(845) 454-2890 
Rabbi Shlomo Krasner 
Website: www.schomreisrael.org 
Email: rabbishlomok@gmail.com 

 

Weekly Services: 
Shacharis 7:00am (weekdays) 
Shacharis 8:30am (Sunday & holidays) 
Maariv: 6:40pm (winter weekdays) 
Friday Kabbalat Shabbat: around  
candle lighting times.  

Adult Education: 
Regular classes with Rabbi Krasner are 
on break during the summer months. 
Classes will resume in September with 
the class on the Book of Yona (Jonay) 
and Hebrew reading class that will  
focus on reading and understanding 
the prayers for the High Holidays. Look 
for additional classes in the Fall. 

Other Events: 
Schomre will host an enthusiastic and 
knowledgeable group of young rabbinic 
students from July 30 through August 
14. These young people are eager to 
share their knowledge with us in  
classes, study sessions, and discussions 
that will enliven and enhance our  
appreciations fo Judaism. We will kick 
off their visit with a BBQ on August 1. 
 
Tisha B’Av—This solemn fast day and 
day of remembrance begins on  
Monday evening, August 12 and  
concludes on Tuesday evening. Please 
check the synagogue website for  
specific information. 
 

Contact 
rabbishlomok@gmail.com 

for current information 
or visit the website 

www.schomreisrael.org 

Vassar Temple 

 

(Reform) 
140 Hooker Ave, Poughkeepsie 
(845) 454-2570 
Rabbi Renni S. Altman D.D. 
Website: www.vassartemple.org 
Email: Office@VassarTemple.org or  
rabbi@vassartemple.org 
 

Weekly Services: 
All services are hybrid (both in person 
and on Zoom). For further information 

contact office@vassartemple.org  
 

Friday 
Shabbat Evening Service August 2, 9, 
16, 23, 30, 7:30pm 
Saturday 
New Paths Shabbat Morning Worship  
TBD, 10:15am. 
Shabbat Morning Service August 10, 
24,, 10:15am. 

Adult Education: 
Monday 
Talmud Study with Senior Scholar  
Rabbi Paul Golomb alternating weeks, 
12:00pm via Zoom. For information, 
and to be placed on the Talmud Study 
email list contact 
 pjgolomb@verizon.net. 
Saturday 
Torah Study with Rabbi Renni Altman 
DD, Hybrid, 9:00am. Come join our live-
ly discussions! Contact: (845) 454-2570 
or office@vassartemple.org for details 
and to be placed on the Torah Study 
email list. 

Other Events: 
Sunday 
Chai Noon Vassar Temple Sisterhood  
luncheon at an area restaurants on the 
18th of each month (Chai Noon), as 
long as the date does not fall on a  
holiday or the weekend. Everyone  
orders, gets separate checks, and the 
restaurant is always wheelchair  
accessible. For more info about this 
event contact: chai@vassartemple.org. 

A recent Chai Noon luncheon  
sponsored by Vassar Temple Sisterhood 

at a local restaurant. 
Wednesday 
Save the Date: 
Alden Solovy to Speak 
September 11. Vassar 
Temple presents the  
Fannie and Doris Berlin 
Lecture, this year featuring 
popular poet, liturgist, 
author, and educator 
Alden Solovy.  
Alden offers a fresh Jewish voice,  
challenging the boundaries between 
poetry, meditation, personal growth, 
and prayer. He also regularly composes 
original spiritual selections in response 
to the latest contemporary events. His 
published volumes include The Joyous 
Soul, This Grateful Heart, This Precious 
Life, To Bend Light, and Jewish Prayers 
of Hope and Healing. To learn more 
about him, visit his website: 
tobendlight.com 
VTS Book Club August 21, 2:00pm, at 
Collegeview Tower meeting room. We 
will be discussing The Heaven and Earth 
Grocery Store by James McBride.   
For info contact: 
 bookclub@vassartemple.org 
Saturday 
Summer Shindig August 17, 6:00pm. 
There is still time to sign up for the final 
“summer shindig” featuring a creative 
and delicious oriental style dinner at 
the Fishkill home of Vassar Temple 
member. Cuisine will include both meat 
and vegetarian dietary requests, please 
contact fundraising@vassartemple.org. 

Contact : 
office@vassartemple.org  
for current information 

or visit the website 
www.vassartemple.org 

Founders Award  

 

David and Susan Karnes Hecht were 
honored with the 2024 Founders 
Award in recognition of their ex-
traordinary service to Vassar Temple 
their accomplishments starting back 
when their children were infants. 
Susan helped with Cradle Roll, be-
came co-president of the Communi-
ty Hebrew School Board, later taking 
on Temple Youth Group liaison and then the College Committee, the 
Reyut (Caring) Committee, Temple photography, the Social Action 
Talking Books project, and serving on Rabbi Search Committees. She 
became an Executive Board member, and ultimately Temple  
President, where she focused on upgrading administrative operations 
and the digital records, strengthening the Cemetery Committee, and 
helping launch the Jewish-Connected Task Force. Currently a member 
of the Finance Committee, working on fundraising and grant writing, 
she covers the office one day a week. Susan had become an Adult Bat 
Mitzvah and acts as a Torah reader on the High Holy Days, serving as 
a lay singer when needed. She ran hamantaschen baking and Shabbat 
dinners for the Sisterhood, and is currently their Treasurer. Her most 

recent involvement and passion is climate-related programming, 
both with the Temple Dayenu group and for the Town of 
Poughkeepsie.  

 

David Hecht was a Board Trustee, served on the Rabbi Search 
Committee, Nominating Committees, Music Committee, and 
Choir. He was Chairman of the Ritual Committee and the High 
Holy Day Committee, and has sounded shofar at services for 
the last 25 years, teaching this skill to aspiring members of the 
shofar team. He has been involved on the Health and Safety 
Task Force, the Jewish-Connected Task Force, and the  
Inclusivity and Accessibility Task Force. David has been a  
long-time Brotherhood member and a featured actor in many  
Temple Purim schpiels, helping create and coordinate them for 
the last five years. As you can see, David and Susan Karnes 
Hecht have made a tremendous cumulative contribution to the 
life of Vassar Temple and are deserving many times over of the 
Founders’ Service Award. A Group of Mitzvah knitters. 
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Pardess Center for  
Jewish Life 

 
(845) 440-7592 
Rabbi Zalman Sandhaus 
Website: www.MyPardess.org 
Email: info@MyPardess.org 

 
Contact:  

info@MyPardess.org 
for current information 

or visit the website 
www.MyPardess.org 

Chabad of Mid-Hudson  
Valley 

 
63 Vassar Rd, Poughkeepsie 
(845) 463-5801 
Rabbi Yacov Borenstein 
Website: 
www.chabadmidhudsonvalley.com 
Email:  
ChabadMidhudsonvly@prodigy.net 

 

Weekly Services: 
Fridays: Call for times. 
Saturdays: 10:00am Chabad Hebrew 
School 

 

Adult Education: 
Wednesday  
Torah Class: Discover the World of 
Prayer 11:00am, 36 Pleasant Ridge 
Drive. Class led by Hindy Borenstein. 
Indulge your body with thought-
provoking insights from the weekly 
Torah portion and other contemporary 
issues, and indulge your body with a 
light and healthy lunch. 

Special Events: 
Sunday 
Bagels, Lox, Torah (Tefillin too!) 
9:00am led by Rabbi Yacov Borenstein. 
Morning minyan will follow Torah  
discussion on the coming week’s Torah 
portion, upcoming holiday, or topic of 
Jewish interest. 

Contact : 
ChabadMidhudsonvly@  

prodigy.net 
for current information 

or visit the website 
www.chabadmidhudsonvalley.com 

Beacon Hebrew Alliance  

 

(Conservative) 
331 Verplanck Ave, Beacon  
(845) 831-2012 
Rabbi Justin David 
Rabbi Emeritus Brent Spodek;  
Email: 
411@beaconhebrewalliance.org 

 

Weekly Services: 
Friday Shabbat, 5:30pm Mini  
Minyan with Luke Wygodny & 
6:00pm Potluck Shabbat Dinner and  
Kabbalat Shabbat 

Check our Community Calendar for 
services times, generally every  

Friday & one Saturday per month: 
www.beaconhebrewalliance.org/calendar 

Contact:  
for current information 

or visit the website 
www.beaconhebrewalliance.org 

August 
Candle Lighting Schedule 

    August 2    7:54pm 
    August 9    7:45pm 
    August 16    7:35pm 
    August 23    7:25pm 
    August 30    7:13pm 

Vassar College Bayit 
 
51 Collegeview Ave, Poughkeepsie 
(845) 728-4792 
Rabbi Bryan Mann 
Rachlin Director of Jewish Student 
Life at Vassar College 
Email: bryanmann@vassar.edu 
 

Weekly Services: 
Fridays: 6:00pm 
  7:00pm dinner when school  
  is in session 
 

Contact : 
bryanmann@vassar.edu 
for current information 

Congregation Beth David 
 
(Reform) 
East Main St, Amenia 
(845) 373-8264 
Rabbi Jon Haddon 
Website: www.CongBethDavid.org 
Email: JonRab33@gmail.com 
 

Weekly Services: 
Saturdays 10:30am. 
 

Contact:  
jonrab33@gmail.com 

for current information 
or visit the website 

www.CongBethDavid.org 

The Rhinebeck Jewish 
Center 

102 Montgomery Street, Rhinebeck 
(845) 876-7666 
Rabbi Hanoch Hecht 
Rebbitzin Tzivie Hecht 
Website: 
www.RhinebeckJewishCenter.com 
Email: 
RSVP@RhinebeckJewishCenter.com 
 

Weekly Services: 
Fridays: Call for time. 
Saturdays: 9:30am 
 

Contact:  
RSVP@RhinebeckJewishCenter.com 

for current information 
or visit the website 

www.RhinebeckJewishCenter.com 

Congregation Emanuel of the 
Hudson Valley 
243 Albany Ave, Kingston 
(845) 338-4271 ext 101 
Rabbi’s Study: (845) 338-4384 ext 102  
Rabbi Yael Romer:  
rabbiromer@hvc.rr.com 
Weekly Services: 
Friday 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service 6:00pm, held in 
the sanctuary or chapel.. 
Tot Shabbat May 10, 5:15pm 
Saturday 
Morning Minyan 10:00am. 
Education: 
Mediation & Torah Study Tuesday,  
8:45am, via Zoom. 
Hebrew Trope Wednesday, 12:30pm,  
via Zoom. 
Conversational Hebrew Wednesday,  
4:00pm, via Zoom. 
Coffee Chai with the Rabbi (Zoom)  
Thursday, 8:45am. 
 

Contact: info@cehv.org  
for all events and current info 

or visit the website www.CEHV.org 

The Jewish War Veterans of the United States,  
Post 625  

 

All persons of the Jewish faith who have served in any branch of 
the U.S. Military (active, Reserves, or National Guard) or any  
person who wishes to support veterans are invited to attend Post 
meetings.  

 

We will be in person at Schomre Israel. The next meetings will be August 11, at 
9:30am (9:00am schmooze). The Post will supply nosh stuff and coffee, and  
refreshments will be strictly kosher. Masks are optional. We look forward to 
seeing you there. 
 

For more info, please contact Post Commander Schwartz at (845) 849-0025 or 
Rschwa9881@aol.com 

Bard College 
 
Rabbi Joshua Boettiger 
Jewish Chaplain, Visiting Assistant 
Professor of the Humanities 
Phone: (802) 733-6342 
Email: jboettiger@bard.edu 

 
Contact:  

jboettiger@bard.edu 
for current information 

Woodstock Jewish  
Congregation 
241682 Glasco Tpke, Woodstock 
(845) 679-2218 
Rahel: rahel@wjcshul.org 
 
Weekly Services: 
Friday 
Kabbalat Shabbat Service 7:30pm,  
Kid Friendly Intergenerational Shabbat 
First Fridays 6:00pm 
Saturday 
Shabbat Service10:00am 
 
Education: 
Family School Registration Family School 
Wednesday, 4:00-6:30pm 
Other Events: 
WJC Men’s Group Thursday, 7:30pm,  
WJC Women’s Group First Monday at 
5:00pm, includes potluck dinner 
“A Shtickle Toyrah” (a bit of Torah)  
Monday 9:00am. Members of the  
community take turns offering a short 
teaching on the weekly Torah portion. 
 

Contact: Rahel@wjcshul.org 
for all events and current info 

or visit the website 
www.wjcshul.org 

Support Israeli farmers buy purchasing wine, whiskey, and olive oil.  

Go to: www.jewishdutchess.org/support-israel 
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Noah Williams 
University of Maine. 

Jacob Seymour Klein 
LSU. 

Michaela Jacobs 
Arlington H.S. 

Tamar Hyman-Fessler 
Spackenkill H.S. 

Ryan Freedman 
Spackenkill H.S. 

Sophie Brettholtz 
Shenendehowa H.S. 

Gabriel Lunin-Pack 
Haldane H.S. 

Evan Rich 
Elizabethtown College 
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Zachary Antwarg Habert 
Binghamton University. 

Dylan Rosen 
SUNY Morrisville 

Evan Mackson-Landsberg 
Frank McCourt H.S. 

Emily Hentel-Koplin 
Trevor Day School 

Yoav Alperson 
Rhinebeck H.S.. 

Lindsay Effron 
Dean College. 

Heather Glatt 
Bowling Green State U  

Scott Hagan 
SUNY Oswego 

Samuel Marks 
SUNY Binghamton 

Dylan Cohen 
Arlington H.S. 

Other Graduates: 
All the way from the University of North Carolina, Dylan Major, grandson of Ira & Jill Auerbach 
Sami Rubinstein, graduating from Arlington High School 


