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PJ Library preserves richness and vibrancy of  

Jewish culture, one book at a time 

A newly-released survey measuring the impact of PJ Library finds the program 
plays an important role in the lives of Jewish families regardless of background.  
 
Joining thousands of Jewish families across North America, Mid-Hudson Valley PJ 
Library families say the program has influenced or supported how they talk about 
and practice Jewish traditions in their home. Almost 90% of the more than 300 
families participating in the Mid-Hudson Val-
ley program say PJ Library helps them have 
conversations about Jewish traditions, values 
and customs with their children.  
 
The study also indicates that PJ Library is 
more likely to impact interfaith families than 
in-married families when it comes to celebrat-
ing Jewish holidays and learning more about 
Judaism. Across the United States and Canada, 
the majority of interfaith families who partici-
pate in PJ Library say the program has not only 
spurred them to celebrate Jewish holidays 
(64%) and Shabbat (58%) but also encouraged 
them to learn more about Judaism (89%) and 
cook traditional Jewish food (66%). Here in the 
Mid-Hudson Valley, interfaith families who 
participate in PJ Library say the program has 
increased their confidence in their ability to 
engage their children around Jewish tradi-
tions, values and customs.  
 
“Working to preserve a strong Jewish community for future generations is at 
the heart of everything we do at the Foundation and through PJ Library,” said 
Harold Grinspoon, founder of PJ Library. “Books are a natural way to invite 
people into a global community and to pass values and traditions onto the 
next generation, ensuring our children and their children grow up connected 
to their Jewish heritage.”  

But PJ Library is much more than a books program. Implemented in the Mid-
Hudson Valley by the Jewish Federation of Dutchess County in partnership with 
Ulster County Federation and with the support of The Harding Club and other local 
donors, a team of PJ Library professionals creates meaningful programming for 
families with young children all around the region.  

 
“We help folks connect with other families 
right in their neighborhoods. In addition to 
holiday programs and regular story times, we 
also create Parents’ Night Out events and local 
coffees to help parents connect with other par-
ents so they can share the challenges and re-
wards of young family parenting,” says 
Melinda Margulies, PJ Library Mid-Hudson 
Program Director.  
 

After a recent program, Beacon resident, Chris Ditata offered these words: “I can’t 
thank Hudson Valley PJ Library enough for putting on a wonderful Grandparents' 
Celebration. My two daughters got to play with friends outside, listen to Jewish 
stories with their grandmother, and create their own books about what their 
grandparents taught them throughout the years. Not only did the kids love it, but I 
appreciated being able to give my mother and grandmother [four generations at-
tended!] an afternoon of Jewish culture and family. We will absolutely be attending 
more PJ Library events!” 
 
PJ Library, the flagship program of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, delivers 
more than 170,000 Jewish children’s books and music CDs free to families 
throughout North America each month, including more than 300 in the Mid-
Hudson Valley. Books are sent to children ages six months through eight years of 
age with each subscriber receiving a title that is carefully selected for high-quality 
content and age-level appropriateness. This year a new program for older children 
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New York State Senator Susan Serino and  
volunteer Perla Kaufman taking a break 

at Mitzvah Day 2017 

New York State Assembly Member Didi Barrett and 
Mitzvah Day Coordinator Karen Hochhauser 

with a finished Birthday Bag.  

Dutchess County Jewish Federation Mitzvah Day 2017 Visitors 

PJ Library, flagship program of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, 
delivers more than 170,000 Jewish children’s books and music CDs 
free to families throughout North America each month, including 

more than 300 in the Mid-Hudson Valley. 


