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Describe the precipitating events that motivated you to 

initiate these lessons or activities: 

I feel like students currently lack a feeling of community and 

presence. In my class it is my goal to let my students know 

that we see each other almost more than their own families 

throughout the year and that we are a community and family. 

With being a family we speak about how siblings often differ 

and how we need to respect one another.  

Describe the lesson. 

I started out this year with class expectations and first 

week’s procedures. Then did a great read aloud I had found in 

our school library. I was surprised the author was the famous 

singer Madonna.   

I read it in the library and thought this would pair so well with 

an acronym that defines my overall thinking I project on my 

students or “Farrar’s Friends.” As a family and to continue 

being respectful to our family I have kids T.H.I.N.K before 

they speak. They ask themselves these things: Is it true?, Is 

it helpful?, Is it inspiring?, Is it necessary?, and Is it kind? 

The book "Mr. Peabody’s Apples takes place in 1949 in 

Happville, USA. Mr. Peabody is an elementary school teacher 

and baseball coach, who one day finds himself ostracized when 

rumors spread through the small town about him stealing 

apples. It begins with a child seeing him and then quickly 
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spreads throughout the town. Mr. Peabody silences the gossip 

with an unforgettable and poignant lesson about how we must 

choose our words carefully to avoid causing harm to others. 

Afterward we do a toothpaste activity seen below in 

PowerPoint. This teaches students that once they say 

something it is hard to take it back. I hang the T.H.I.N.K 

poster on board for the year. I really feel students have been 

kinder and more accepting of one another and myself. 

Throughout the year I hang motivational posters in my 

classroom as seen below. The students are very responsive to 

it. 
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