
I would like to start off by thanking the Champaign-Urbana Jewish Federation for not only offering me the chance to present today but also for their help in the past with getting me to the award ceremony for which both of my films were created. And more specifically Brian Kahn and Robin Goettel for their assistance in making sure my films are accurate. I would also like to thank the Holocaust Education Center, your work with teachers and students is so admirable, and without groups like this, students like me would never be inspired to create projects like the ones I will be showing you today. 

During my research and the making of the two films that I will be sharing, I learned a lot about the Holocaust and the people involved. My Holocaust education in school merely scratched the surface, but while working on these projects I was able to see into the perspective of the people who actually experienced these atrocities. 
The Holocaust was no longer a number or some black-and-white pictures in my history books, it was real. I saw through the eyes of two brave women, Sally Roisman and Vladka Meed, and their experiences came to life. This kind of Holocaust education is so important for my generation and the next generations because we are losing the reality of what happened during the Holocaust, it seems like such a far-off event in history.

But by discussing and seeing the resistance and resilience of these individual people we can make our own connections to this history. I would like to share my 2022 film, Brushstrokes of Resilience with you now and then discuss a bit more about Sally herself.

I was drawn to Sally’s testimony because she lived such a fulfilling life after surviving the horrors of the Holocaust. She talked about her “survival instinct” and hope for the future helping her make it through and thrive. Her paintings are visual proof that she was a fighter; with every brushstroke. Sally painted a picture of her resilience. Her story, like those of other survivors, inspires me to keep going even when things are dark.  I hope my film can inspire others to live life like Sally - with courage, hope, and resilience. But Sally is not the only brave woman I have studied for these films, and I would like to share with you my 2023 film Quite Resistance which focuses on the story of Vladka Meed.

Vladka’s story is full of different examples of love. Through the difficult times she faced, she was surrounded by community, familial, and romantic love. In the quote I chose to focus my film around, Vladka talks about the small forms of resistance that are not discussed enough. These acts of resistance are ways that the people in the Warsaw Ghetto and other places expressed their love for life and their love of the people around them during the Holocaust. Vladka was not just a part of the armed resistance as a smuggler, but also of the quiet resistance by shining a light on these small acts of love. 

Making these films has impacted my life significantly. Hearing these women's stories has given me a new perspective on not just the Holocaust, but on life. They are both such inspiring people, and I hope to be able to draw a little more attention to their stories and the messages within them through my films. Making these has also given me the opportunity of a lifetime, this year I was able to meet a few survivors and got the chance to chat with them. The few people I had the chance to meet were just as inspiring as Sally and Vladka, they all had their own stories of resilience. However, as the number of survivors continues to decrease not everyone in my generation and the next generations will have the same opportunities I have had. One way we can keep these stories alive and allow people to make connections with these brave people is through film. I am honored to have done even a small part in preserving Sally and Vladka’s legacies, and I hope both of my films can continue to inspire people. Thank you.

