Name/School/Grade level:
Misty Balgeman/Mary Miller Junior High/8th Grade History
Lesson/Unit Description:
This lesson focuses on assisting the students with gaining a deeper understanding into why anti-Semitism was in existence. My students always want to know why the Jews, specifically. 
Stated objectives (By the end of the lesson/unit, the student will be able to…)
By the end of this lesson, students will be able to explain why the Jews were targeted during the Holocaust. Recognize examples of hate speech both in history and in present day jargon.
Academic Standards (Illinois Learning Standards):
· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.2, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.2, CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.11-12.2 o Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions. 

· CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.6-8.8 o Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment. 

· SS.IS.1.6-8, Create essential questions to help guide inquiry about a topic.

· SS.H.1.6-8MdC: Analyze connections among events and developments in broader historical contexts. 
Key vocabulary:
· Fact
· Opinion
· Belief
· anti-Semitism
· Prejudice
Documents provided for students:
https://www.history.com/topics/holocaust/anti-semitism
https://www.ushmm.org/learn/holocaust/path-to-nazi-genocide/chapter-3/from-citizens-to-outcasts-1933-1938
https://www.ushmm.org/learn/holocaust/path-to-nazi-genocide/chapter-3/from-citizens-to-outcasts-1933-1938

Step-by-step procedure for delivering lesson/unit:
1. Begin this lesson by having a discussion with the students about the difference between facts, opinions, and beliefs. I like to pre-write a few on the board to present and ask the students after our discussion on the difference of them in order to assess their true knowledge on the difference. After hearing the students’ definitions provide the following definitions: 
· A fact is able to be supported with documented proof. 
· An opinion is a view or judgment about something, but not necessarily based on facts. 
· A belief is a religious or personal conviction that one accepts based on their personal thoughts and values.  

Some examples may be “The school lunches are the most delicious food!” “George Washington was the first president of the United States.” “World War II happened after World War I.” “(Insert your name) is my favorite history teacher ever!” “Capital punishment is legalized murder.”
2. Next I would provide the definition of anti-Semitism for my students. Anti-Semitism means prejudice against or hatred of Jews. At this point I just like to have a quick discussion checking that my students have a clear understanding of what prejudice means. Prejudice is a preconceived opinion that is not based on reason or actual experience.
3. Here I would distribute (or post in Google Classroom) the article “Anti-Semitism” (https://www.history.com/topics/holocaust/anti-semitism ) from history.com to read and discuss with my students. I always make sure to summarize each paragraph to ensure the students got the big take-aways from each. (I stop reading this article after the section titled “Russian Pogroms”. Be sure to ask the following questions:
· How were the Jewish people treated poorly during the Middle Ages?
· How about the Russian Empire?
· What struggles did those of the Jewish faith face in the times of the ancient empires? 
· What similarities were there between Nazi Germany anti-Semitic practices and those of Medieval Europe?
· What seems to you to be the overarching reason for so much hostility toward those of the Jewish faith?
4.  At this point I would bring focus onto the growing anti-Semitism within Germany at our point in time of study. Please share this video with the students, https://www.ushmm.org/learn/holocaust/path-to-nazi-genocide/chapter-3/from-citizens-to-outcasts-1933-1938. Please share the transcript (https://www.ushmm.org/learn/holocaust/path-to-nazi-genocide/chapter-3/from-citizens-to-outcasts-1933-1938) with the students and have them annotate and highlight information that stands out to them as the video plays to be used for discussion afterwards.  Be sure to discuss the following with the students:
· How and why did Nazi Germany gradually isolate, segregate, impoverish, and incarcerate Jews between 1933 and 1939?
· How did anti-Semitism saturate German society legally and socially, and what was its impact on the Jewish community?
5. To conclude this lesson, I bring to my students the recognition that hate speech exists still today in our communities. Here I would ask my students what are examples of hate speech towards not only Jews, but perhaps other races or cultures, that they have witnessed. Perhaps this is with their local community, in the news, within the United States as a whole, or perhaps even in other countries.  For example, COVID is being referred to as “The China Virus”.  India was claiming that Muslims caused COVID.
Assessment plans:
6. Exit Ticket Option 1: From where and why did anti-Semitic feelings originate? In what ways did Hitler use this in Nazi Germany to his advantage?
7. Exit Ticket Option 2: Write three things that you learned today. 
