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Framing Question:  
 
• What differentiates Guatemala from the rest of Central America in the context of shared history and 

genocide?  
 
Teaching Takeaways: 
 
• Genocide is a short- and long-term process. 
• Internal national conflicts are used to hide genocide and mass atrocities. 
• Mass atrocities occurred in the countries of Central America.  
• Guatemala experienced genocide and is actively working towards reconciliation/healing. 

 
Additional Resources: 
 
• Flynn, Patricia, dir. POV. Season 16, “Discovering Dominga.” Aired July 8, 2003, on PBS. 
• Ladd, Cari. “Lesson Plan: Collect Oral Histories about the Genocide in Guatemala.” POV. Accessed 

August 1, 2020. http://archive.pov.org/granito/lesson-plan/#resources 
• Menchu, Rigoberta. I, Rigoberta Menchu: An Indian Woman in Guatemala. London: Verso, 2010. 
• Wolf, Lauren. “Reckoning with a Genocide in Guatemala.” The Atlantic, February 10, 2012. 

https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2012/02/reckoning-with-a-genocide-in-
guatemala/252761/?gclid=Cj0KCQjw6575BRCQARIsAMp-
ksNLs6jX3GMr3ElJvrLzX7DVxPgpyHryWjA1nFEv9gxAMbM6hfyfcpYaAkxzEALw_wcB 

• Yates, Pamela, dir. When the Mountains Tremble. Brooklyn, New York: Skylight Pictures, 2003. 
Amazon Prime. 
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