
appreciation for her extraordinary service over the past  
four years. Lisa has gone above and beyond in every  
possible way, providing outstanding leadership during 
one of the most challenging and consequential periods 
in Canadian Jewish life.
	 From navigating the aftermath of the pandemic to 
responding to the profound impacts of October 7 and the 
resulting challenges facing Jewish communities across 
Canada, Lisa has led with strength, compassion, wisdom, 
and unwavering commitment. She has been a tireless 
advocate for our community, a trusted partner to our  
staff and volunteers, and a source of stability during 
uncertain times.
	 Her dedication has left an indelible mark on Calgary 
Jewish Federation and our community as a whole. On  
behalf of our Board, staff, and the entire Jewish 
community, I offer Lisa our heartfelt thanks for her 
remarkable leadership and service.
	 At the same time, I am thrilled to welcome our new 
President, Jerrad Blanchard.
	 Jerrad is no stranger to community leadership. 
He has been a tremendous member of our Board of 
Directors and an invaluable contributor to our strategic 
planning process. His passion for Jewish life, thoughtful 
leadership, and deep commitment to community have 
been evident in every role he has undertaken.
	 Many in our community also know Jerrad from his 

The past month has been one of the busiest, most 
meaningful, and most inspiring periods in recent 
memory for Calgary Jewish Federation and our 

entire community.
	 Across our city, we have seen Jewish life in all its 
richness and diversity. Families gathered for community 
celebrations and educational programs. Children and 
parents came together to experience the joy of Jewish life 
and strengthen their connections to one another and to  
our traditions. Community members of all ages 
participated in thought-provoking conversations, 
learned from exceptional speakers, and engaged in 
important discussions about the opportunities and 
challenges facing the Jewish people today.
	 Amidst all of this activity, one of the most significant 
initiatives underway has been the final stages of our 
new strategic plan. Over the past several months, 
we have engaged deeply with community members, 
stakeholders, volunteers, and partners to envision 
what Jewish Calgary can and should look like in the 
years ahead. This process has been both inspiring and 
energizing, and we look forward to sharing it with the 
community in the next few weeks.
	 This month also marks an important leadership 
transition for Calgary Jewish Federation.
	 As we conclude the tenure of our outgoing President, 
Lisa Libin, I want to express my deepest gratitude and 
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exceptional tenure as President of the Paperny Family 
JCC, where he helped guide the organization with 
vision and dedication. He brings a collaborative spirit, 
strategic thinking, and a deep love for our community 
that will serve Federation extraordinarily well in the 
years ahead.	
	 As we turn the page and begin this new chapter 
together, I am filled with optimism. 
	 The past month has reminded us of what makes our 
community so special: our resilience, our generosity, 
our willingness to learn and engage, and our unwavering 
commitment to building a vibrant Jewish future.  
We continue to face challenges, but we also continue to 
demonstrate that when we come together, there is no 
limit to what we can accomplish.
	 With a new strategic plan nearing completion, strong 
volunteer leadership, dedicated professionals, and an 
engaged and passionate community, I firmly believe that  
the future of Jewish Calgary has never been brighter.
	 The work ahead is exciting, and I look forward to all  
that we will accomplish together.
 
B’Shalom,

Rob Nagus
CEO, Calgary Jewish Federation
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  A MESSAGE FROM ROB NAGUS

Building an inclusive community is a priority. Contact us and we will make every effort to meet your needs.

On June 22, Calgary Jewish Federation held its 2026 
Annual General Meeting at the Paperny Family JCC,  
bringing together community members for an 
informative and meaningful evening.
Calgary Jewish Federation Board President Lisa Libin 
and Calgary Jewish Federation CEO Rob Nagus led 
the evening, which included updates from the JCC, 
reflections on the Finance Report, election of the Board 
of Directors, remarks from the CEO and President, and 
the presentation of the Shem Tov Awards (stay tuned  
for a dedicated post celebrating this year’s recipients!).
The event also included recognition of outgoing Board 
members Daniel Bassin, Alana Devlin, and Adam Maerov 
for their contributions and leadership. The evening 
concluded with a heartfelt special surprise tribute 
honouring Lisa Libin for her years of dedicated service  
as Calgary Jewish Federation Board President.
Calgary Jewish Federation plays a vital role in 
strengthening and supporting Jewish life in our city. 
Events like the AGM help keep our community  
informed, connected, and engaged in the important 
work being done today and for the future.

Scan QR to view Shem Tov recipient list and photo album.

The strength of a people.
The power of community.

BE REMEMBERED FOREVER IN THE JEWISH COMMUNITY 
WITH A GIFT IN YOUR WILL, TRUST, OR LIFE INSURANCE POLICY

LEARN HOW YOU CAN LEAVE YOUR OWN JEWISH LEGACY

– CREATE YOUR JEWISH LEGACY –

Contact Diana Kalef or Joseph Tappenden  
to learn about legacy giving

403-444-3154 • dkalef@jewishcalgary.org
403-640-2273 • josephtappenden@jcfc.ca

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST!
Stay up-to-date on action alerts, events, 
programming, and services offered through 
Calgary Jewish Federation and around our 
community. Join our email list by scanning 
the QR code or go to jewishcalgary.org



       For more information or to volunteer, contact Diana Kalef at dkalef@jewishcalgary.org
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Paperny Family JCC

Join us at Walk With Israel as we kick off the 2026 UJA Campaign  
and ignite a season of community impact!

•   5km Community walk
•   Meet the organizations that make up Jewish Calgary
•   Children’s carnival
•   Israeli snacks & treats
•   Rosh HaShanah market
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Register for this FREE event at QR or  
go to jewishcalgary.crowdchange.co

...THAT’S FEDERATION

Together, we’ll celebrate the strength, pride,  
and connection of Jewish Calgary.
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...THAT’S FEDERATION

FEDERATION MEANS…
• Welcoming new families into Jewish life.

• Helping children access Jewish education and meaningful camp experiences.

• Creating opportunities for young adults to connect, lead, and grow.

• Supporting seniors, promoting inclusion, and caring for vulnerable community members.

• Bringing our community together through arts, culture, commemorations, celebrations,  
   and shared experiences.

• Strengthening security, combating antisemitism, and advocating for our Jewish community.

• Building lasting connections with Israel and Jewish communities around the world.


