
When Women 
Ran Fifth Avenue: 
Glamour and 
Power at the 
Dawn of American 
Fashion, with  
Julie Satow

On Thursday, March 27 at 7 p.m., 
learn about the women who left their 
marks on retail in 20th century New 
York when Julie Satow discusses her 
book, When Women Ran Fifth Avenue: 
Glamour and Power at the Dawn of 
American Fashion.

This free program will be presented 
via Zoom and is part of Jewish Literary 

Voices: A Federation Series in collaboration with The Jewish Book Council. 
Register on the calendar of events page at jewishberkshires.org.

In When Women Ran Fifth Avenue, award-winning journalist and author 
of The Plaza Julie Satow chronicles the rise of the department store through 
dazzling portraits of three visionary women who took great risks, forging new 
paths for the women who followed in their footsteps. This stylish account, rich 
with personal drama and trade secrets, captures the department store in all its 
glitz, decadence, and fun, and showcases the women who made that beautifully 
curated world go round.

This history of American fashion and the department store is inextricable 
from Jewish history, from the Jewish immigrants who worked in New York’s 
Garment District to influential designers and creators like Hattie Carnegie and 
Lena Himmelstein (better known as the creator of Lane Bryant). These stories 
are interwoven throughout Satow’s glittering account of a bygone era of innova-
tion and glamour.

Julie Satow is an award-winning journalist and the author of The Plaza, a  
New York Times Editor’s Choice and NPR Favorite Book of 2019. She is a regular 
contributor to The New York Times.

“The Shtetl  
Kitchen: Ashkenazi 
Foodways Past  
and Present,” with 
The Gefilteria’s  
Liz Alpern 

On Thursday, April 3 at 7 p.m., foodies 
will want to join Federation online as we 
welcome Liz Alpern of The Gefilteria, a 
food venture launched in 2012 with a 
manifesto and a mission to reimagine 
eastern European Jewish cuisine. Her 
topic will be “The Shtetl Kitchen: Ashkenazi Foodways Past and Present.” 

This free Federation program will be presented via Zoom. Register on the 
calendar of events page at jewishberkshires.org.

The roots of the Jewish deli and bagels comes from small town life in Eastern 
Europe, known as the shtetl. In this lecture, explore the roots of this beloved 
cuisine in the Old Country and the wisdom at the heart of it. 

Join Liz Alpern (co-owner of The Gefilteria and co-author, with Jeffrey 
Yoskowitz, of The Gefilte Manifesto: 
New Recipes for Old World Jewish Food) 
for a dynamic discussion on Eastern 
European Jewish foodways, past and 
present. She’ll discuss exciting discov-
eries about seasonal Jewish eating, 
holiday cooking and culinary wisdom 
that may transform everything you 
thought about Ashkenazi gastronomy. 
Dive into goose, gefilte fish, cabbage, 
kugel and more.
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Purim  
5785
The Adloyada 
parade is a tradi-
tion dating back to 
the early days of 
Tel Aviv, in 1912. 
During the days 
of the Yishuv, the 
Adloyada was a 
mass event; it was 
resumed after the 
state of Israel was 
established. The 
name is derived 
from the rabbinic saying in the Talmud that one should revel on 
Purim by drinking “until one no longer knows” (ad de-lo yada, 
Aramaic: ) the difference between “blessed be Mordecai” 
and “cursed be Haman.” This 1960 Purim poster is available 
for purchase from the Farkash Gallery in Tel Aviv, purveyors of 
vintage Jewish and Israeli posters (online at farkash-gallery.com).

By Deborah Danan / JTA

JERUSALEM – On the final night of shiva for Yuval Shoham, an Israeli 
soldier killed in Gaza in December, the atmosphere felt strangely lively.

Groups of people gathered in clusters chatting animatedly around 
the family – Yuval’s parents and four brothers – under a large tent set up 
around the corner from their congregation in south Jerusalem’s Baka 
neighborhood. It was a Saturday night, and the crowd was busy swap-
ping cheerful stories about Shoham, who was 22 when he died.

Hersh Goldberg-Polin’s High 
School has Lost 10 Graduates  
in the Gaza War. Where does  
it go next?
Jerusalem’s Himmelfarb High School  
has long been a prominent avatar of 
religious Zionist idealism

At the shiva for Yuval Shoham, a graduate of Himmelfarb killed  
in Gaza.
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I attended the 2024 
Rabbinical Assembly 
Convention in December, 
in Jerusalem. This was 
my first visit to Israel in 
about a year. In December 
2023, I had joined a 
Rabbinical Assembly 
delegation that tended to 
our Israeli colleagues and 
bore witness to what had 
happened on and since 
October 7. This more 
recent trip was different 
– far less intense, not 
so much a shiva call as 
a social call. Though 

many colleagues chose to visit sites related to the war – destroyed kibbutzim in 
the Gaza Envelope, the Sderot police station, the site of the Supernova Music 
festival, I chose other paths. The convention offered me a chance to reconnect 
with colleagues from all over the world, to share ideas, and to see how current 
events look from across the ocean. 

It was safe to travel in the central and southern parts of Israel when I was 
there. Though combat was continuing in Gaza, new operations were underway 
in Syria, thousands of people were still displaced from destroyed homes, and 
the hostages were still in captivity, the world somehow was still turning. Buses 
and trains were running, and schools, restaurants, shops, and many hotels 
were open. Though it seemed premature for a typical tourist visit to Israel, 
anyone who has been delaying a visit to relatives, wondering whether it is safe 
to send a high school student for the summer, or considering joining a volunteer 
mission should feel confident booking flights and making arrangements. Visits 
strengthen connections between Israeli and American Jews and help stitch the 
Jewish people together.

The theme of this convention was “Bridging Dreams and Reality.” Sessions 
explored this moment of time and confronted its challenges from a variety of 
angles – Israel’s complicated and evolving context, the many pressures that are 
exhausting all of us and our communities, the rising antisemitism in many soci-
eties worldwide. Polarization has been stressful enough in the United States in 
recent years, reaching yet another crescendo in the recent election season. But 
even for someone accustomed to such rancor, the animosity among ‘tribes’ in 
Israel seemed remarkably, frighteningly intense. Tensions have attenuated. Who 
serves in the army? Who is exempt? Who makes sacrifices? Who lives off the 
back of others’ sacrifices? Who has a voice? Who is preserving democracy, and 
who is undermining it? Israel’s politics have never been simple or calm, but drop-
ping in from abroad to hear such intense mutual distrust was disconcerting. 

Many speakers and workshop leaders focused on incremental ways to heal 
the growing gaps. In contrast to my visit a year ago, when messages centered 
around grieving and paralysis, today it struck me how many of my colleagues are 
sublimating their grief into efforts to heal others and transform society. Though 
they are still bereft, every Masorti (as the Conservative Movement is known in 
Israel) rabbi is also focusing on “doing something.” Masorti rabbis convene a daily 
prayer circle at the Hostages Square in Tel Aviv, carving out a place for egali-
tarian, responsive, modern, traditional, community-based spiritual support. One 
colleague has conceived of a new way to support Lone Soldiers – young people from 
abroad, disproportionately alumni from Camp Ramah, who choose to make aliyah 
to join the Israel Defense Forces – by starting the first pluralist hesder yeshiva 
community at the Masorti Kibbutz Hanaton. Masorti synagogues have taken in 
people displaced from towns north and south, organized drives for food, clothing, 
and other needs; and set up education and youth movement programming for 
Israelis whose lives have been upended. Several of my colleagues have made the 
transition from simply providing services to survivors to helping survivors access 
their own sense of independence and agency. These Israeli rabbis are remarkable – 
they are helping their people, our people, to grieve and heal. 

Efforts for healing and rebuilding are happening not only in the Masorti 
movement but also across many sectors of Israeli society. An innovative not-for-
profit called Project 24 Israel (project24israel.com) connects the devastated 

Not So Much a Shiva Call as a Social Call
One year after Oct. 7 2023, Masorti rabbis sublimated grief 
into efforts to heal others and transform society
By Rabbi David Weiner / Knesset Israel

Israeli communities of the South and North with North American Jewish 
communities. The startup creates tailor-made projects that offer support and 
healing for everyone involved. Some projects have focused on turning children 
who have become victims into community heroes – exactly what a commu-
nity would do for a young person who endured a family tragedy or survived 
an illness. Others have been more ambitious – a dozen cyclists from the Gaza 
Envelope rode with American Jews in New York and Ohio; a club scattered 
from a destroyed southern town swam together with the Princeton University 
swim team for a week, then stayed a few days in the homes of congregants of 
a Westchester synagogue. Like reintegration programs for young IDF veterans, 
such as wilderness experiences in the American West, these programs provide 
unique, concrete healing experiences for Americans and Israelis alike. I wonder if 
the Berkshire County Jewish community is able to “do something” this summer. 
If you think we are, I hope you’ll email me to let me know that you’re interested 
in helping to put something together.

I suppose there are two ways to look at the psychological transformation 
that is underway in Israel. It is disconcerting to see how people can get used to 
just about anything, no matter how awful. On the other hand, the urge to heal 
demonstrates our adaptability and capacity to change and grow. The pain and 
trauma of October 7, though still with us today, will not last forever. Although 
things will never be as they were before, the Jewish people will not, from now  
on, always be walking in the valley of the shadow of death. We might argue 
about politics and policy but still find common ground through song, prayer,  
and values. The path forward travels by way of community, Torah, and hope.

The convention took place on the eve of Hannuka, which suggested a message 
for rabbinic work and Jewish life in general at this moment. Hannuka always 
falls at the darkest time of year, close to the winter solstice, and the core 
message of the holiday is that a Jewish response to darkness is to light a flame. 
Crucially, the custom of the holiday is for the person kindling the menorah to 
use a shamash, a helper candle, to provide the energy to ignite the other candles. 
This adds a layer of meaning – the shamash, with devotion, dependability, and 
generosity, lights other candles. Its own light is not diminished, but the world 
becomes brighter and brighter as light begets light.

Rabbi David Weiner is the spiritual leader of Knesset Israel in Pittsfield.

RABBI REFLECTION

Rabbi Weiner leading minhah at Machon Schechter in 
the Neve Tzedek neighborhood of Tel Aviv

Scene from the Rabbinic Assembly in December

       

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
  

 

CALLING ALL HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS! 
 

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITY 

high academic scholarship as well as leadership 
and participation in the Berkshire Jewish Community.

The Henry Simkin and Frances Simkin Schiller and 
Dr. Stanley and Faye Simkin Scholarship Fund 

 

APPLICATION DEADLINE IS APRIL 22 
Download application at www.jewishberkshires.org 

 

AT BERKSHIRE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Join over 1,500 of the most creative, 
engaged, and active adults in the 
Berkshires (and beyond) for non-credit 
courses, lectures, events, and 
community. Online and in-person!

OSHER

LIFELONG

OSHER
LIFELONG
LEARNING
INSTITUTE

Learn more at berkshireolli.org 
or call 413-236-2190 

P
H

O
TO

 C
O

U
R

TE
S

Y
 O

F R
A

B
B

I JA
N

 K
A

U
FM

A
N



Dara Kaufman: Publisher and Managing Editor

Albert Stern: Editor

Jenny Greenfeld: Advertising Sales Representative and Copy Editor

RB Design Co: Graphic Design and Layout

Editorial opinions expressed in the Berkshire Jewish Voice are those of the 
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IN MY VIEW,
continued on page 14
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one of their patients, Nitzan, a tank commander whose tank was hit 
by an RPG which killed his tank mate. We also heard from Mohammad 
and Shalia, on how the hospital navigated the challenge of Arabs and 
Jews working together to create a safe and respectful space for staff 
and patients. The hospital recently added eight surgical rooms and a 
cancer center, and has plans to exchange trauma care expertise with 
U.S. doctors.

•	 We met two mothers who lost their sons in the war. They shared how 
the support of student volunteers from B’Meitav - The Ruth Vrobel 
Foundation has helped them cope and find purpose. These postgrad-
uate students, working towards their degrees in social work and psy-
chology, support families of fallen soldiers through personal connec-
tions, grief counseling, and help families find ways of memorializing 
lost loved ones.

•	 Pnina Agenyahhu, the director of the Patnership2Gether Global net-
work, shared how she, together with dozens of Jewish Agency staff-
ers, were mobilized to bring immediate financial assistance from the 
Jewish Agency’s Fund for Victims of Terror to thousands of people 
evacuated to the Dead Sea hotels from the most impacted commu-
nities. These families arrived with only the clothes on their backs. It 
was very clear that the Jewish Agency played and continues to play 
a crucial role in supporting impacted Israelis, especially in the south 
and the north of the country.

•	 At Youth Futures – an organization that pairs at-risk students with 
mentors who can support their academic, social, and emotional devel-
opment – we heard story of Hadar and her young son, Yoav. They were 
visiting family near Gaza on October 7, when they witnessed the murder 
of Hadar’s cousin and endured 30 harrowing hours trapped in her par-
ents’ home near Gaza. That experience has created a host of challenges 
for Yoav. Through it all, Hadar has worked with Gali, her son’s Youth 
Futures mentor, who has been by their side connecting Yoav with the 
academic and emotional support and that he has needed. “I know this 
project has an impact,” said Hadar. “I know, after our difficult experi-
ences, how vital Youth Futures is in our lives.”

Beyond social services, the Afula-
Gilboa region faces serious security 
threats along the northern border with 
Lebanon, and from nearby cities in the 
West Bank. Since October 7, there has 
been a rising concern in the Gilboa region 
because of its proximity to the West Bank 
city of Jenin which has become a hotbed 
of terrorist activity. 

We toured the security center in the 
community of Gan Ner, as well as the 
soon-to-be-launched security headquar-
ters for the entire Gilboa region. Gan Ner 
has been dealing with sniper fire coming 
out of Jenin, requiring the erection of concrete barriers and a new reinforced 
shelter to protect children in their kindergarten and early childhood spaces. The 
Gilboa Regional Council, with support from the partnership communities, has 
significantly strengthened security detection and response measures to counter 
these threats. They are still in need of additional shelters for kindergartens in 
other communities in proximity to the border. 

For the past nine years, Jewish 
Federation of the Berkshires has supported 
a vibrant partnership that connects the 
Berkshire Jewish community with the city 
of Afula and the Gilboa region through The 
Southern New England Consortium (SNEC)–
an alliance of ten Jewish Federations in 
Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode 
Island. This partnership connects our 
communities through people-to-people 
exchanges while providing vital funding 
for social services and critical needs of 
the people of the Afula-Gilboa region. Our 

support has grown especially urgent since October 7. 
In January, I had the privilege of joining fellow Federation leaders on a 

five-day mission organized by the Jewish Agency for Israel to meet with our part-
nership grantees, express our unwavering support, and witness firsthand the 
impact we are making together.

It was an incredibly emotional time to be in Israel. I arrived early, spending 
two days with my in-laws just as the ceasefire began and the first hostages 
were set to be released. 

The news channels were 
running 24/7 with interviews 
and commentary on the complex 
emotions of the moment. The 
overwhelming feeling was one of 
elation and hope for the antici-
pated return of the hostages, but it 
was also bittersweet for the fami-
lies whose loved ones were not on 
the list of hostages to be returned. 
You could hear a tense pain and 
sorrow, that went hand-in-hand 
with their optimism and gratitude 
that other hostages were being released. And there was also a lot of anger, and 
even some fear, expressed by families whose loved ones had been murdered or 
injured by many of the prisoners that Israel would soon set free as part of the 
exchange deal.

As our group gathered for dinner that first evening, we saw the first clips 
of hostages Romi Gonen, Doron Steinbrecher, and Emily Damari returning to 
loving embrace of their families. It was a surreal moment. As we stood in silence, 
glued to the TV, someone quietly suggested we recite the Shechiyanu blessing: 
Blessed are You, Adonai our God, Sovereign of all, who has kept us alive, 
sustained us, and brought us to this season. There was not a dry eye in the 
room. We all felt the magnitude of what we had just witnessed – the pain, 
the hope, the sacrifice, and, above all, the love.  

Over the next few days, I found myself deeply moved by a series of recurring 
themes that emerged from my interactions. 

Everywhere we went, all the people we met expressed an overwhelming grati-
tude that we were there. They spoke of how much it meant that we took the time 
to visit and genuinely understand the immense challenges they are facing.

They shared their deep appreciation for the care and support they’re receiving 
from us, and from the broader American Jewish community – especially through 
the Israel Crisis Fund. While many were aware of the American Jewish communi-
ty’s philanthropy prior to October 7, they had never fully grasped the strength of 
the bond we share or the unwavering commitment we have to one another. 

Each person we met had a personal story that needed to be told – stories of 
family members murdered or injured in the attack and the war, spouses and 
adult children separated for months while fighting on the front lines. Young chil-
dren traumatized by non-stop sirens and rocket attacks; missing their parents 
and siblings; unable to sleep separate from their families; and haunted by the 
fear that their world is no longer safe. Hearing these heart-wrenching stories, all 
I could do was listen with empathy and offer a caring hug of support. I gave and 
received many hugs.

Israelis are acutely aware of the rising antisemitism and anti-Israel sentiment 
in the U.S., and expressed real concern for the hatred and isolation that is being 
directed at Jews, particularly Israelis, in the Diaspora.

But what struck me the most during my visit was the extraordinary strength 
and resilience of the Israeli people. Time and time again, I heard a resounding 
message: “We are strong. We will endure. We will rebuild. We will not give up.” 
Despite the devastation, there is an unshakeable sense of hope and determina-
tion – an unwavering belief that they will return to their lives and businesses, 
though they know it will never be the same as it was before October 7.

Over the next few days we met with many organizations supported by our 
collective funding who are providing essential and impactful programs and 
services in the Afula-Gilboa region and beyond.

•	 The attack of October 7, the sexual violence involved, and the ongoing 
rocket and missile attacks, dramatically increased the incidence of 
PTSD in the Israeli population, especially among former Israel veter-
ans, Holocaust survivors and women who have suffered sexual abuse. 
Merhav Nishima B’Emek, Dorot BaGilboa, and the Haifa Rape Cri-
sis Center (Afula branch) are each providing support, counseling, and 
safe spaces for these populations to connect and work through this 
often overlooked side effect of the war. 

•	 Afula’s regional hospital, the Emek Medical Center, is a model of 
coexistence, with an equal number of Jewish and Arab staff and pa-
tients. We toured their expanded rehabilitation center and heard from 

Israelis’ Resounding Message – “We are strong. We will endure.  
We will rebuild. We will not give up.”
A visit to the Afula-Gilboa region showed the 
impact of your support for Israel reeling  
from the ongoing conflict
By Dara Kaufman / Executive Director, Jewish Federation of the Berkshires

IN MY VIEW

Dara Kaufman meets with a parent 
& mentor from Youth Futures Afula

The Northern Border with Lebanon

Security barrier protects a 
kindergarten class in Gan Ner – a 

stark reminder of the ongoing threat
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77 - 99 South Canaan Road | North Canaan CT 06018 | www.geercares.org

Geer offers the highest quality care within a homelike environment.  
Learn more at www.geercares.org or call for a tour: (860) 824-2600.

Is a loved one, or a dear friend finding living alone 
a little difficult? At Geer Village Senior Community 
we can help.
Geer Village is the perfect place for assisted living 
and memory care. We offer a unique approach to 
the many stages of memory care. Our services are 
designed to meet the special needs of residents 
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease or a related 
dementia.

Scan to 
learn more
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413-443-9235

TV’S-AUDIO-WIFI
VIDEO SURVEILLANCE 

& SO MUCH MORE

WE DO THE WORK SO YOU DON’T HAVE TO 
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WE DELIVER & SET UP 

“An Introduction to Beer in 
Judaism,” with Rabbi Drew Kaplan

On Thursday, February 27 at 7 p.m., we 
are hoppy to host Rabbi Drew Kaplan, on tap 
for “An Introduction to Beer in Judaism.”

This Jewish Federation of the Berkshires 
presentation will be presented via Zoom. 
Register on the calendar of events pages at 
jewishberkshires.org.

Wine certainly gets the primary focus in 
Judaism when it comes to beverages, yet what 
about beer? Beer has been around in human 
existence longer than wine, so where does it 
fit into Judaism? Join Rabbi Kaplan for an 
introductory overview of the most overlooked 

beverage in Jewish life. In this Zoom session, explore key texts on beer in the 
Bible, Talmud, and subsequent Jewish practice. 

In addition to his trailblazing Jewish Drinking initiative (jewishdrinking.
com), showcasing the wisdom tradition, history, and more on drinking in Jewish 
life, Rabbi Kaplan also hosts The Jewish Drinking Show podcast (now at over 
165 episodes). It is a well-organized, user-friendly trove of information for anyone 
interested in alcohol and Judaism, from biblical times to the present.

He currently serves as the campus rabbi for Cincinnati Hillel.

A Walk through the Modern 
Collection of the Jewish Museum, 
with Carol Salus

On Thursday, March 20, at 7 p.m., we welcome back art historian Carol 
Salus, this time to take us (virtually) on “A Walk through the Modern 
Collection of the Jewish Museum” in New York City.

This free Federation program will be presented via Zoom. Register on the 
calendar of events page at jewishberkshires.org.

Join Dr. Carol Salus for a walk through the Modern Collection of the Jewish 
Museum. Founded in 1904, the Museum was the first of its kind in the US and 
one of the oldest Jewish museums in the world. Writes Dr. Salus:

We will focus on key works of art and media reflecting the Jewish experience 
in the 20th and 21st centuries. “The Steerage” by Alfred Stieglitz, a scene 
of Jewish immigration, will be discussed for its importance in the history of 
photography. We will also view appropriations of Warhol’s “Gold Marilyn” 
and “Liz” by Deborah Kass’s Jewish Jackie Series which features Barbra 
Streisand. Lastly, we will see photographs by the Israeli, Elinor Carruci, and 
her tributes to the great Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg.

Carol Salus, PhD, retired after an accomplished career as a Professor at Kent 
State University’s School of Art. She has published on multiple artists including 
Picasso, Degas, R. B. Kitaj, Andy Warhol, and Roy Lichtenstein and she and has 
taught Art History and American Art and Architecture. Her work has been recog-
nized by a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts.

The First Murder, with Carol 
Goodman Kaufman

On Thursday, March 6 at 7 p.m., Federation 
welcomes local author (and longtime BJV columnist) 
Carol Goodman Kaufman, who will talk about her 
first novel, The First Murder. 

This free program is part of Jewish Literary 
Voices: A Federation Series in collaboration with The 
Jewish Book Council. Register on the calendar of 
events page at jewishberkshires.org.

When Mary Jane Bennett is found dead in her 
bed–alone, strangled by her own scarf, and with 
every door in the house locked–the medical exam-
iner rules her death accidental, the result of a sex 
game gone horribly awry. State police decline to 
investigate further, but Queensbridge Police Chief 
Caleb Crane doesn’t buy for a minute that his good 
friend died this way, so he undertakes his own 
investigation. Facing town councilors afraid of bad 

publicity, an angry medical examiner, and his own personal demons, he labors 
to solve what he believes is the first-ever murder in his pastoral Berkshire Hills 
village. Complicating things: the list of suspects includes some of the people to 
whom he is closest–including his own wife. 

Running throughout the book is the story of Purim and its messages. Who 
is the killer hiding behind a mask? Prepare for Purim together with Carol 
Goodman Kaufman! (And see her recipe for hamantaschen on page 20.)

Before evolving into a writer, Carol Goodman Kaufman worked as an indus-
trial and organizational psychologist and criminologist. Her published works span 
multiple genres, including academic research, food history, travel, human interest, 
children’s literature, and mystery short stories.

Your Federation Presents

Deborah Kass: OY/YO

Thank you volunteers  
Ellen Rosenblatt and the BJV delivery team,  

Dave Halley, Colin Ovitsky,  
and Roman Rozenblyum.



Supporting the Arts, Culture, Environment,  
and Social Needs in the Berkshires Since 1984

WWW.STONEHOUSEPROPERTIES.COM

WEST STOCKBRIDGE, MA  •  CHATHAM, NY  •  GT. BARRINGTON, MA

Time Horizon
What are your investment goals? How long are you 
planning for? One year? Five years? A lifetime? Are 
your financial plan and portfolios tailored to your 
needs?
Have a conversation with us. Together we’ll design 
a plan and investment strategy aligned with your 
time horizon.

It’s why we’re here.  We’re here for you.

Portfolio Management ▪ Financial Planning ▪ Trust & Banking Services*

103 West Park Street
Lee, MA  01238
413-243-4331

octobermountainfa.com

Advisory services offered through St. Germain Investment Management.
October Mountain is a name under which St. Germain Investment Management operates.

*Banking and trust administration services provided by Lee Bank.

Shevat / Adar /Nisan 5785  	 Berkshire Jewish Voice   •   jewishberkshires.org	 Page 5

Create a Jewish Legacy Campaign
Please remember the Jewish Community in your will.

Your Federation Presents

THE SHTETL KITCHEN,
continued from cover

Based in Brooklyn, Liz Alpern is passionate about reimagining tradition and 
bringing people together. She is also the creator of Queer Soup Night, a global 
event series highlighting the talent of queer chefs and raising tens of thousands 
of dollars for locally-based social justice organizations. Liz received her MBA from 
Baruch College’s Zicklin School of Business and has been featured on the Forbes 
30 Under 30 List, the Forward 50 and The Cherry Bombe 100. She is committed 
to seeing a more just and equitable food system for all so when she’s not in the 
kitchen with The Gefilteria, she’s consulting for national non-profit organization, 
Fair Food Network. 

You can find Gefilteria’s artisanal gefilte fish online and in stores during 
major holiday seasons, though our work reaches far beyond a single dish. The 
Gefilte Manifesto features over 100 recipes and stories. Oh, and it’s pronounced 
ge·filte·ria, like a taqueria but with gefilte fish instead of tacos.

Let’s keep this post active to honor the military service of our local  
Jewish veterans.

The Louis Green Post 140 of the Jewish War Veterans of the USA is an affiliate 
of Jewish Federation of the Berkshires.

Appeal to All Jewish War Veterans in 
Our Community
By Bob Waldheim / Commander, Louis Green Post 140  
of the Jewish War Veterans of the USA

The future of the Berkshires’ Louis Green Post 140 of the Jewish War 
Veterans of the USA is uncertain. Nationally, the Jewish War Veterans (JWV) 
is the premier voice for Jewish uniformed service members and veterans in the 
United States. The JWV defends the rights and benefits of all service members 
and veterans, combats antisemitism, and supports the State of Israel.

The Louis Green Post #140 of Pittsfield was founded in June 1935. Members 
honor deceased veterans by participating in their funerals, providing loved ones 
with the burial flags draped on their loved ones’ caskets, and ensuring that 
medallions and American flags are placed by their graves around Memorial Day. 
Post #140 members long participated in Pittsfield’s Veteran Day parade, as well.

Ten years ago, when Bob Shindler (z”l) passed away, I took over as 
commander of this post. At the time, there were five active members who were 
available to help me with the required paperwork necessary to keep the chapter 
in good standing. Four of the five members have since passed. It has been diffi-
cult to recruit new members and trying to devote the time necessary to keeping 
our chapter visible in the community. 

I am asking anyone who is a member of the Jewish War Veterans in Berkshire 
County to contact me so that Post 140 can remain viable. New members are also 
welcome. There are three critical positions that need to be filled: commander, 
vice commander, and treasurer. 

You can reach me by email: rjwaldheim@gmail.com. My phone number is: 
(413) 822-4546.  

Exploring the Two Most Valuable 
Websites for Jewish Genealogy

On Monday, March 10 at 
7 p.m., learn about using 
internet resources to uncover 
your Jewish roots with two 
experts from the Western 
Massachusetts Jewish 
Genealogical Society

This free Federation program 
will be presented via Zoom. 
Register on the calendar of events 
page at jewishberkshires.org.

Jewish genealogy is one way 
we can “Honor our fathers and 
our mothers,” and their parents 
before them. Beginners and experienced researchers all benefit from reviewing 
both the older and the newer features of online research sites. This presentation 
will offer some examples of value to people of all levels of experience.

Join Joel Novis, vice president, and Ken Elstein, treasurer, of the Western 
Massachusetts Jewish Genealogical Society to explore “The Two Most Valuable 
Websites for Jewish Genealogy.” They will provide a sample of the kinds of valu-
able information that anyone can find in JewishGen.org and Ancestry.com.

Thank you to our supporters!
The Berkshire Jewish Voice extends a very special “thank you” 
for the generosity extended by those who have sent in their 
contributions for voluntary subscriptions to the paper.

Anne Davidson
David and Leni Engels
John and Nina Lipkowitz
Ruth Markovits

Jerry Rodman
Esther Szmukler

6 Households have donated this year.

SEED WHAT YOU READ! BECOME A SUBSCRIBER TODAY!
Yes, I support the Berkshire Jewish Voice! Please accept my  
voluntary tax-deductible subscription contribution.

______ $360	 Mensch & Honorary Publisher 
(Supports color printing in one edition of the Voice)
______ $180	Sponsor
______ $72	 Patron
______ $36	 Friend
______ $18	 Supporter

Mail check payable to:
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires
196 South Street, Pittsfield, MA 01201
(Please add Berkshire Jewish Voice  
in the memo)

Name to be listed: _________________________________________
p I wish to remain anonymous

To donate online, visit tinyurl.com/mrjbhrs2.
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Kosher Community Seder 5785
Enjoy a traditional Passover experience on the 
second night of the holiday 
PITTSFIELD – The Jewish Federation of the Berkshires will host a kosher 
community Passover Seder at 6:30 p.m. on Sunday, April 13 at Knesset Israel,  
16 Colt Road.

Participants will enjoy a traditional kosher Seder experience with plenty of 
explanation, insight, song, and inspiration. Enjoy all the ritual foods, ceremo-
nial wine, and a delicious four-course Passover meal. Vegetarian and gluten-free 
options are available upon advance request. Attendees are invited to bring their 
own kosher for Passover table wine. 

Rabbi David Weiner of Knesset Israel will serve as Seder leader. Children of all 
ages, extended family, and community friends are welcome. 

The cost is $45 for adults and $22 for children ages 6 through 17. Children  
5 years and under are free of charge, but need to be registered. Advance reser-
vations and payment are required by April 6. 

Financial assistance is available to all who might need it – please contact 
Dara Kaufman at Federation at dkaufman@jewishberkshires.org or by calling 
(413) 442-4360, ext. 12. 

Reservations can be made by calling the Federation at (413) 442-4360, ext. 10 
or online at jewishberkshires.org. 

The Seder is sponsored by Jewish Federation of the Berkshires.

Festive In-Person Purim Lunch!
PITTSFIELD – On Thursday, March 13 at noon, come together in community  
for a delicious East-meets-West kosher lunch of salmon saloona (a sweet and 
sour stew from the Middle East), kasha varnishkes (Eastern European comfort 
food), Romanian sweet chickpeas, salad, challah, and (of course) hamantaschen 
for dessert. 

This Connecting With 
Community event will be held 
at Knesset Israel, 16 Colt Road 
in Pittsfield.

RSVP required by 
Wednesday, March 12  
at 9 a.m. 

Call (413) 442-2200 
to reserve your meal. $3 
suggested donation for older 
adults aged 60 yrs+, $7 for  
all others.

Your Federation Presents



BIRCH Properties is a modern real estate firm that
synthesizes the warmth of a small-town brokerage
with the agility of a startup.

Though we're tech-forward in temperament, we're
connectors at heart who work tirelessly to ensure
that you can start the next growing season of your
life on fertile soil.
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Attention Music Fans and 
Film Buffs – The KI Band 
Returns for a Movie-
themed Purim Concert!
PITTSFIELD – The Knesset Israel Band is pleased 
to announce its 16th annual Purim concert! On 
Saturday, March 8, please join the party in the KI 
social hall at 7:30 p.m. for Purim 2025: Film Night.

Inspired by an annual summer highlight at 
Tanglewood, the band will present an array of iconic 
songs from hit movies over the past six decades. 
From ‘60s classics The Graduate and Easy Rider 
to ‘70s hits Grease and Saturday Night Fever to 
‘80s blockbusters such as Top Gun and Back to 
the Future, all the way to more modern box office 
sensations like Frozen, there will be something for 
everyone in this year’s revue!

Once again, the “house band” will feature a 
rotating cast of special guests, including musicians 
from Temple Anshe Amunim and Hevreh, as well as 
children from the KI Hebrew School, performing over 
15 songs with parody lyrics telling the Purim story. 
The Purim concert is a highlight of the year, prom-
ising great fun, silliness, dancing, conviviality, and a 
joyous celebration for all ages!

Please RSVP as soon as possible! Tickets are 
$15 ($5 for ages 13-20, and kids 12 and under are 
free) and can be reserved online at knessetisrael.
org/rsvp or by contacting Diana Macfarlane (office@
knessetisrael.org, [413] 445-4872). Snacks and 
drinks will be available and are included with your 
ticket purchase. 

Knesset Israel is at 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield.

Chabad of the Berkshires Invites  
You to a Thrilling Purim Party:  
“Purim in Israel”
PITTSFIELD – Chabad of the Berkshires is delighted to announce the 
upcoming Purim celebration on Friday, March 14 at 5:30 p.m. This year’s 
theme is “Purim in Israel,” promising an evening filled with joy, laughter, and 
community spirit.

Take a photo at the Western Wall! Squeeze orange juice in Jaffa! Grab 
dinner at the Shuk! Create art in Tzefat! Masquerade in your favorite costume! 
Send a card to a soldier in the I.D.F.!

“We extend a warm welcome to everyone in the Berkshire community to 
join us for this exciting event as a symbol of unity and support for Israel,” 
says Chabad’s co-director Sara Volovik. “Let’s celebrate Purim by expressing 
our support of Israel.”

Prepare your taste buds for a mouthwatering experience! The party will 
feature delectable Israeli-style cuisine that will transport you to the vibrant 
streets of Israel. Savor the flavors as a community comint together to cele-
brate Purim.

In addition to the delightful food, Chabad arranged entertaining activities 
for all ages, something for everyone to enjoy.

The Purim Party will take place at Chabad of the Berkshires, 450 South 
Street in Pittsfield from 5:30 p.m. to 7 p.m.

Chabad requests RSVPs to ensure sufficient arrangements are made to 
accommodate all.

For further information, please contact Sara Volovik (413) 499-9899
Adults $20 per person. Children $10 per person. Sponsor $360.

About Chabad of the Berkshires
Chabad of the Berkshires is a welcoming Jewish organization dedicated 

to serving and enriching the Berkshire community. Through its diverse 
programs and events, Chabad of the Berkshires aims to inspire Jewish pride, 
promote unity, and foster educational opportunities for individuals and fami-
lies. For more information, visit jewishberkshires.com

This American  
Jewish Life
A 4-session mini-course at KI 
with Dr. Hal M. Lewis 

On the 
Wednesdays of 
February 26 and 
March 5, 19, & 26 
from 10:45 a.m. 
to noon, Dr. Hal 
Lewis will teach 
a four-part mini-
course entitled 
“This American 
Jewish Life.” 

Key trends 
and patterns that 

have informed American Jewish life since the late 
19th century will be explored. Particular focus will 
be given to developments affecting American Jews 
since the turn of the 21st century, including changes 
in affiliation, philanthropy, gender issues, relation-
ship with Israel and related matters. 

Dr. Hal Lewis is the Principal Consultant at 
Leadership for Impact LLC, a leadership-consulting 
firm serving the needs of nonprofit organizations. 
He served for a decade as the president and CEO of 
Spertus Institute in Chicago, where he continues as 
professor of Contemporary Jewish Studies. He has 
been visiting professor at universities around the 
world and has served as a member of the on-call 
faculty of the Center for Creative Leadership in 
Greensboro, NC. Free for members of Knesset Israel 
and Anshe Amunim; $50 course fee for others.

Please pre-register at knessetisrael.org/rsvp.

Shabbat Community 
Dinners at Knesset Israel
PITTSFIELD – On the Fridays of February 28 and 
March 28, join friends at Knesset Israel at 16 Colt 
Road in Pittsfield for an energizing, musical Friday 
evening service at 5:45 p.m., then stay for a delicious 
kosher Shabbat dinner at 6:45 p.m. 

The Musical Minyan service on February 28 is an 
acoustic, more meditative musical service. 

Shirei Shabbat on March 28 includes electric 
guitars and keyboard for a more energized and lively 
service. The Membership Committee of Knesset 
Israel will be hosting this event. Knesset Israel will 
celebrate new members and welcome prospective 
members. They would love to have anyone who is 
interested in experiencing the joyous community 
at KI to join them for this evening! Please reach out 
to Jilly Lederman or Elisa Snowise, co-chairs, by 
contacting Knesset Israel at office@knessetisrael.org. 
Knesset Israel is the Berkshires’ only conservative 
congregation, an inclusive and flourishing commu-
nity. We hope to see you soon!

Registration is necessary for dinner. Adults 
$25, free for those under 18. 

Register at knessetisrael.org/rsvp.

Aleph Isn’t Tough: A 
Beginning Hebrew Class 
for Adults
PITTSFIELD – Do you want to learn to read Hebrew? 
Join Jenny Gitlitz for a beginning Hebrew course for 
motivated adults. 

The course will take place at Knesset Israel,  
16 Colt Road in Pittsfield on Monday evenings from 
March 3 through April 7 for six weekly sessions from 
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. The $50 enrollment fee includes 
the textbook. Jenny’s love of the Hebrew language, 
instilled by her two years at a Youth Aliyah village, 
will inspire all aspiring Hebrew learners. 

This class will take place in person only. Please 
register at knessetisrael.org/rsvp.

Paid advertisements  
do not necessarily represent the 

opinions of the Jewish Federation of the 
Berkshires or its members.

LOCAL NEWS

Dr. Hal Lewis



Home Improvement Center

" We like your smile when we're done."Berkshire
ROOFING
413-298-1029
bgrco.net
Mike Linde

RESIDENTIAL 
ROOFING SPECIALIST
Written Estimates • Fully Insured

Radon Testing 
and Mitigation

NEHA & NRSB CERTIFIED

(413) 528-9700  

❑ COMPETITIVE PRICING
 ❑ PROMPT SERVICE
 ❑ FIVE-YEAR WARRANTY

✓
✓
 
 ✓

carrhardware.com

Experience Matters.
Trusted Brands.

547 North Street
413.443.5611

489 Pittsfield Road
413.442.0983

179 State Road
413.663.6600

256 Main Street
413.528.4520

Local Business, Local Focus since 1928.

Lee 
221 Main Street

413.243.0786

Pittsfield Lenox
North 
Adams

Great 
Barrington
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Late Winter at Hevreh
GREAT BARRINGTON – Hevreh of Southern 
Berkshire invites all to participate in its late winter 
programs.

Community Shabbat – On Friday, February 28 
at 6 p.m., join Hevreh for a Community Shabbat 
dinner, partially sponsored by the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation. The service will be led 
by Rabbi Jodie Gordon and the Religious School 
students in grades K-2. 

Deep Dive into Torah: Trope Training! – On the 
Wednesdays of March 5 through April 16 from noon 
to 1:30 p.m. Have you always wanted to be able to 
chant from the Torah? Or, did you learn Torah trope 
years ago, but feel like you could use a refresher? 
Join Rabbi Gordon for a deep dive into Torah, and 
then, plan to use your new trope knowledge to chant 
Torah at a Shabbat service to be scheduled for 
Spring 2025!

Learner’s Minyan at Hevreh – Saturday, 
March 22 at 10 a.m. Want to learn more about the 
Shabbat service? What the different parts of the 
service and key prayers are? When to stand and 
when to sit, and more? Join Rabbi Gordon at Hevreh 
for a journey through the morning prayers with 
explanations along the way, and lots of opportunity 
for questions as we go. All are welcome. 

Purimspiel Cabaret  
and Megillah Reading  
at Hevreh
GREAT BARRINGTON – On Thursday, March 13 at 
6 p.m., Hevreh of Southern Berkshire is excited to 
announce that this year’s Purimspiel will be a truly 
special and inclusive event! For the first time, the 
entire congregation has been invited to participate. 

Purimspiel Cabaret will offer a lighthearted and 
fun telling of the Purim story, with musical inter-
ludes. Expect Purim-themed lyrics set to popular 
tunes, ranging from Billy Joel to songs from 
Hamilton–it’s going to be a night to remember!

Medical Professionals 
from Coast-To-Coast 
Form ‘American Jewish 
Medical Association’
Group created in the wake 
of October 7 to ensure a 
safe community for Jewish 
healthcare professionals  
and trainees
AJMA Message: Jewish Healthcare Workers  
Have a Voice Now

Thousands of medical 
professionals from coast-to-
coast have announced the 
formation of the ‘American 
Jewish Medical Association 
(AJMA). The AJMA is 
the sole nationwide US 
organization representing 
Jewish physicians, medical 
students, nurses, and other health 
professionals. 

Formed in the wake of the October 7 terror 
attacks in Israel as well as the rise of antisemitic 
acts at medical facilities and medical schools across 
the country, the AJMA is a non-political, non-profit 
organization comprised of Jewish healthcare 
professionals. The association’s mission is to be a 
safe, enriching community with a unified voice for 
Jewish healthcare professionals and trainees. The 
AJMA works to address issues affecting its members 
and society, including recently rising incidents of 
antisemitism and anti-Zionism that impact the 
workplace and patient care. AJMA provides opportu-
nities for members to engage with Jewish colleagues 
around the world, to stand with Israel, and to cele-
brate Jewish identify.

A local chapter encompassing Connecticut and 
Western Massachusetts is being organized under the 
leadership of Dr. Mark Shekhman of Farmington, 
CT, and Dr. Ari Geller of Bloomfield, CT. Contact for 
this chapter is Evi Shekhman, who can be reached 
at evelineshekhman@gmail.com.

During the last decade, the Jewish community 
has seen a sharp uptick in antisemitic rhetoric 
and behavior. Medicine is not immune and may 
even be particularly prone to verbal attacks and 
even violence. The rampant adoption of antisemitic 
tropes infects a profession entrusted with healing to 
become a target for hatred. This is seen in patient 
care, hostile medical work environments, and 
alarming shifts in medical schools.

For more information about the American Jewish 
Medical Association: www.theajma.org

Mitzvah Opportunity – 
Bake Hamantaschen 
and Deliver to Local 
Community Members
BENNINGTON, VT – On Saturday, March 8 at 
10 a.m., join Congregation Beth Israel of the 
Berkshires to bring Purim joy to homebound 
seniors and community members by baking fresh 
hamantaschen and delivering misloach manot pack-
ages! This event will be held in Bennington, VT. 
Please RSVP at cbiberkshires.com/event/haman-
taschen-2025 if your family plans to attend. 

For more information, please contact learning@
cbiberkshires.com.

This event is a partnership between Congregation 
Beth Israel & NEFESH, with major financial support from 
Sally Gottesman & the Harold Grinspoon Foundation as 
well as funding from other private donors.

Shabbat Celebrations this 
Winter at CBI
With Purim fun on March 14
NORTH ADAMS – This winter, Congregation Beth 
Israel of the Berkshires continues to offer ways to 
connect through Shabbat celebrations. CBI is at  
53 Lois Street in North Adams.

Kabbalat Shabbat Services on the Fridays of 
March 14 & 28 at 7 p.m. 

All are welcome to celebrate Shabbat together with 
prayer, song, poetry, and heart. The CBI band and 
choir bring beautiful harmonies to Kabbalat Shabbat. 

At Kabbalat Shabbat services on March 14, CBI 
will also celebrate Purim with a spirited re-enact-
ment of the Purim story – come in costume, or pick 
up a few items from the synagogue costume box 
upon arrival! With a nod back to the silent film 
era, interstitial title cards will walk participants 
through the journeys of Esther and Mordechai. After 
the story, enjoy hamantaschen and other potluck 
dessert treats.

Regular Shabbat Morning Services continue on 
the Saturdays of March 15 and March 22 at 9:30 a.m. 

First Friday Shabbat Zoom Gathering on 
Friday, March 7 at 7:30 p.m. around the Virtual 
Shabbat Table. Gather together to share community 
and conversation online and celebrate the Jewish 
traditions of Shabbat, light the candles, and bless 
the wine and challah. Stay connected with CBI 
friends and neighbors, or meet new ones, as you 
enjoy the joys of fellowship and comfort of camara-
derie. Zoom link will be sent after you RSVP.

RSVP for all services and programs at cbiberk-
shires.com/calendar-of-events.

LOCAL NEWS



To learn more, call 413-613-0070 or visit 
www.KimballFarmsLifeCare.com

Kimball 
Farms:  

It’s Where 
You Live

Experience the comfort and convenience of a community 
designed for every stage of life. 

INDEPENDENT LIVING |  ASSISTED LIVING 
MEMORY CARE 

At Kimball Farms, we provide everything you need on one 
beautiful campus, allowing you to age in place as your 
needs change. 

Discover a place where you can truly live.

2013
GOLD 

235 Walker Street • Lenox, MA 
413-613-0070
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Music from the Jewish Diaspora Warmed Up  
a Frigid February Night

Thanks to everyone who joined Federation and co-host affiliates for a Community Havdalah 
on a bone-chilling mid-winter evening. Singer Laura Wetzler, backed ably by percussionist 

Robin Burdulis, shared some of her encyclopedic knowledge of World Jewish music, showing 
how diverse and international our culture truly is. Many thanks to Rabbi Scott Saulson 

and Temple Anshe Amunim for being such welcoming hosts, and to the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation for its contribution to this event.

Your Federation Presents
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Thank you for helping ensure a vibrant and secure  
Berkshire Jewish community! 

“It is not what one says, but rather what one does that makes all the difference in the world” – Pirkei Avot 1:17

Thank you to our 1,118 donors and many community volunteers who helped make Jewish Federation of the Berkshires’  
2024 campaign a resounding success! Together, we bring dignity and care to the vulnerable, engage the next generation, and  

create meaningful and vibrant Jewish life across the Berkshires and beyond.

The 2024 Annual Campaign raised $1,371,327

*	� denotes Lion of 
Judah~woman’s individual 
gift of $5,000 or more

#	 denotes individual donations 
^	 denotes of blessed memory

Sustainers
($18,000 & Above)       
Linda J.L. Becker *

Helene Berger *

Robert Bildner &   
   Elisa Spungen-Bildner
Robert & Kristen Clarfeld
The Feigenbaum  
   Foundation, Inc.
Fredric Friedman &  
   Cathy Demain Mann
Stuart & Ellen Masters * #

Mark & Nedra Oren
Rabbis Rex Perlmeter &  
   Rachel Hertzman
Claudio & Penny Pincus
Herbert H. Schiff FDN - 
   Gallant Family Fund
Schnesel Family Fund
Irv & Carol Smokler
David Strassler

Pacesetters  
($10,000 - $17,999)
Anonymous Donors - 2
Peter & Nancy Finn
Peter & Julie Gale
Harold Grinspoon &  
   Diane Troderman
Edward & Susan Kopelowitz
George & Lizbeth Krupp
Jeffrey Leppo &  
   Marjorie Safran * #

Danny & Margie Levin
Messinger Family
David & Carrie Schulman * #

Jack & Margo Schwartz
Sue Shimelman
Richard & Alyson Slutzky * #

Jeffrey Solomon &  
   Audrey Weiner
Michael & Joan Ury
Mark & Judy Usow #

Dottie Webber

Builders  
($5,000 - $9,999)
Anonymous Donors - 1
Judy Bergman *

Terry & Bonnie Burman
Mimi Cohen *

Elias A. Cohen Foundation, Inc.
Jeffrey & Judith Cook #

Oliver & Cynthia Curme
Hezzy Dattner & Lynne Galler 
Eitan & Malka Evan
Myron & Ann Falchuk
Eugene Fidell &  
   Linda Greenhouse

Kenneth Fishman &  
   Lisa Wendell
Richard & Betsy Gaberman
Susan Gold *

Jim Heeger & Daryl Messinger
Allen & Valerie Hyman
Alan & Liz Jaffe 
Julia Kaplan *

Elihu & Marilyn Katzman
John Kimelman
William & Shirley Lehman
Ben Liptzin & Liz Schneider
Paul & Judith May
Estelle Miller *

Michael & Barbara Rosenbaum
Robert & Joan Rubinstein
Leonard Saxe &   
   Marion Gardner Saxe
Gary & Arlene D. Schiff * #

Judd & Susan Shoval
Sharon Siegel *

Rabbis Daniel & Dr. Erin Smokler
Spitz-Tuchman Family Fund
Ronald Jay Stein
Howard & Deborah Wineberg #

Jacob & Dora Wineberg Fund
Howard & Candice Wolk
Joshua Yurfest &  
   Kathleen Fraker #

Investors 
($1,800 - $4,999)
Anonymous Donors - 5
Harold & Denyse Adler
Marion F. Adler
David & Kyneret Albert #

Kenneth Amron &  
   Ruth Frommer
Arnie Angerman &  
   Shira Nichaman
Alan & Deborah Annex
Stephen & Shari Ashman
Alan & Judith Benjamin
Barry & Marjorie Berg
Ethan & Jamie Berg
John & Laura Bergman
Steve & Nancy Bernstein
Hildi Black
Rabbi Neal Borovitz
Roger & Lara Brown
Carr Hardware Co.
Eric & Lisa Chamberlain
Michael & Roberta Cohn
Brenda Curtis
Chuck & Ada Beth Cutler
Justin Davies, Mara Goodman- 
   Davies & GE matching grant
Jerry & Brenda Deener
Harold & Nanci Deutsch
Ann Dorfman
Mel & Terry Drucker
Jim & Patty Fingeroth
Steven & Renee Finn

William & Sandra Flannery
Lynn Foggle
Larry Frankel & Elisa  
   Schindler Frankel
Rabbis Danny Freelander &  
   Elyse Frishman
Ellis & Joanna Fribush
Robert & Laura Friedman
Ralph & Audrey Friedner
Daniel & Rosele Frishwasser
Jeff & Judy Gelfand
Paul & Joan Gluck
Marc & Suze Goldman
Ed Grossman
Louis Grossman &  
   Amy Gerson
Aaron Gurwitz &  
   Susan Abramowitz
Dr Lynne B Harrison
Ken & Mimi Heyman
Mark Hoffman &  
   Debra Ilberman
Leonard & Harriet Holtz
Stephen & Leslie Jerome
Av Kadish & Goldy Fried #

Lynne Kaplan
Rita J. & Stanley H. Kaplan  
   Family Foundation, Inc.
Danny & Elaine Katz
Alan Kaufman & Deborah Roth
Ofer & Dara Kaufman
Laurence & Joan Kleinman
Ed Koenig & Gayle Moskowitz
Roy & Leslie Kozupsky
Fred & Brenda Landes #

Susan Frisch Lehrer
Jay Leipzig & Cindy Chazan
Marvin & Helaine Lender
Linda Lerner
Milton Lestz^ & Adam Irick
Jonathan Lieber &  
   Deborah Gallant
Ira Lieberman
Roy & Geri Liemer
John & Nina Lipkowitz
Norman & Nancy Lipoff
Allan & Nan Lipton
Paula Lustbader
Bob & Harriet Miller
Douglas Mishkin &  
   Wendy Jennis
Ed & Carol Oshinsky
Lawrence & Marsha Pacernick
Elaine Panitz
Steven & Helice Picheny 
Richard & Wendy Polins
David & Maribeth Pomerantz
Richard Robbins &  
   Dana Schulman-Robbins

Laura Rosenthal
Lawrence Rosenthal (in memory  
   of Bette Sue Rosenthal)
Paul Rosenthal &  
   Elaine Hantman #

Jeffrey & Karen Ross
Milton Rubin & Barbara Mandler
Sue Z. Rudd
Marc Rudoltz & Lisa Hochman
Lee Saltz
Robert Sandor &  
   Louise Weingrod
James Satovsky &   
   Gail Asarch Satovsky
Michael & Raquel Scheck 
Barry & Jane G. Schulman  
   Philanthropic Fund
Zelda & John Schwebel  
   Family Foundation
Donald & Arlene Shapiro
Rabbi Len & Lois Sharzer

Ben & Elaine Silberstein 
Bernard & Lisa Silverman
Gene & Hope Silverman
Richard Simons &   
   Marcie Greenfield Simons #

Barry & Robin Simonson
Beryl & Lainey Simonson
Ezra & Skipper Singer
Paul & Marte Singerman
Cheryl Small
Mark & Elisa Snowise #

Donna Jakubovitz Spector
David Swawite
Kara Thornton
Henry Tulgan 
Barbara Viniar
Chester & Madeline Vogel
Arthur & Terry Wasser
Rabbis Donald Weber &  
   Shira Stern
Jonna Gaberman &   
   Bruce Wintman Family Fund
Jessie Wolfson
Sergey & Natalya Yantovsky #

Harvey & Janis Zimbler #

Major Donors 
($1,000 - $1,799)
Anonymous - 8
Bernie & Beth Abramson
Irwin & Mary Ackerman
Roy Aibel and the Aibel Family
Murray & Barbara Akresh #

Michel & Abby Araten
Hillel & Liliana Bachrach
David & Cindy Berger
Ellen Bernstein
Carol Beyer
Don & Rosetta Bierman
Mark & Amy Blumkin
Bill & Hinda Bodinger
Peter Bodnar & Robin Weiser
Simeon Brinberg
Lawrence & Joan Brotman
Donald & Jadwiga Brown
Dan & Jerri Buehler #

Steve & Susan Caller
Jim Caron & Amy Richman
Rabbi Barbara Cohen
Laurence Cohen
Peter & Joan Cohn
Jesse & Rebecca Cook-Dubin 
   & Family
Howard Cooper
Joel Curran
Gerald & Lynn Denmark #

Steven Deutsch &  
   Joyce Greenberg
David & Sharon Drucker
David & Marsha Edell

Chip & Cindy Elitzer
England/Scott Family Fund
David & Resa Eppler
Fred & Nancy Fagelman
Marian Faytell
David & Lea Finck
Joe & Patty Finkelstein
Marilyn Fisher
Zachary & Laura Fluhr
Gerald & Karen Freedman
Stephen & Madalyn Friedberg
Harold & Jill Gaffin
Michael Gerstein & Lois Jackson
David & Judy Gilberg
Jane Glaser 
Charles & Julie Goldberg
Stephen & Judith Goodman
Len & Barbara Gray
Elizabeth Grayer
Richard Greene &  
   Lindsay Crampton

Renee Gross
Rabbi Eric & Laura Gurvis
Mary Jane Handler 
Mark & Susan Hariton
Eileen Henle

Richard & Cathy Holland
Tony Hollenberg &  
   Judy Levenfeld
John Huffaker & Pattie Lipman
Harold & Elaine Isaacson
Barry & Marjorie Jaffe
Rabbi Howard Jaffe &  
   Irene Rosenzweig
Richard & Marianne Jaffe
Jane Karlin
The Ezra & Tati Katz 
Philanthropic Fund
Judy Katz
Rabbi Jan Caryl Kaufman
Oliver & Susan Klapper
Alan Kluger & Amy Dean
Ed & Roz Kolodny
Chet & Carol Kolton
Sam Kopel & Sari Scheer
Benjamin & Sandy Krause
Steven & Wendy Kravitz
Steve & Dale Kulvin

Cary & Beth Lakenbach
Monica Lapin
Sally Laufer
Jeff Lazarus & Phyllis Cohen
Midge Lefkowitz
Rabbi Daniel and Lisa Lehmann
Eugene Leibowitz
Judith Levin
Peter & Beth Levin
Lou & Pat Levine
Jerry & Pommy Levy
Francine Licata & Helaine Harris
Vivian Lieberman
Greg Lipper &  
   Kate Kohler Amory
Leonard & Elaine Lipton 
Mark Lipton, Ph.D.
Sanford Lipton
Sherry Londe & Stephen Phlaum
Jerry & Barbara Lozner
Steve & Elaine Mack
Charles & Marcia Mandel
Roger & Natalie Matus
Peter & Judy Menikoff
Fred Mensch & Andrea Bodine
Esther Messing
Lisa Messinger
Nancy Milbauer
Steven & Liz Miller
Bob & Andi Munzer
Phillip & Nancy Newfield
Lesley Oransky
Irving & Sharon Picard
Joel & Maddy Policzer
Joel & Beth Radsken
Mark & Lenore Rattner

Sandy & Shelley Reback
Joseph^ H. & Carol F. Reich  
   �Fund of the Berkshire 

Taconic Community 
Foundation

Wendy H. Robbins
Alex & Jane Rosen
Eugene & Elizabeth Rosenberg
Steve Rubin & Jean Moore
Steve & Helene Sacks
Bob & Rhonda Sattin
Elliot Schildkrout &  
   Terry Rosenberg
Leonard & Alice Schiller
Albert & Marcia Schmier
Bruce Schreiber &  
   Ronney Rosenberg
Steve & Deborah Schreier
Howard & Lorraine Schumacher
Bernice Schwartz
Marc & Margot Schwartz
Martin & Laurie Schwartz
Marcie Setlow
Carole Siegel 
Roberta Silman
Carl and Toby Sloane Family  
   Foundation
Marvin Smith
Brad & Lauren Sokol
Robert & Jacqueline Spielman
Lauren Spitz
Ken Stark
Daniel & Danielle Stern
Michael & Carol Striker
Charles & Rosalyn Stuzin
Steven & Carol Targum
Cynthia Tatalovich
Linda Teitelbaum
Mark & Lauren Trager
Floyd^ & Marcia Tuler
Edward & Lisa Udel #

Howard Unker
Rabbi Levi & Sara Volovik
Alexandra Warshaw
Melvin & Harriet Warshaw
Michael Wasserman
Rabbi David & Judith Weiner
Bret & Deena Weinhouse
Ken & Rhea Werner
Steven Winter
David Wise & Debra Chudnow
Rebecca Wolin
Shirley Friedman Yohalem

General Contributors
Anonymous Donors - 81
Marshall & Stephanie Abes
Ed Abrahams
Amy Simons Abramovich
Elise Abrams
Brian Acker & Cynthia Mann
Andy & Judi Adler
David Agler
Marcie Aiuvalasit

Hate Has No Home Here

Community Day

Summer Concert Smiles

Radiant Nights Chanukah

Supporting Israel

Noah Aronson Concert

Sharing the Light



Tickets Available at 413.637.3353
SHAKESPEARE.ORG

Left to Right: Javier David, L. James, Madeleine Rose Maggio, David Gow, Naire Poole, 
Sharmarke Yusuf and Evan Stevens, The Comedy of Errors, 2024. Photo by Nile Scott Studios.

NOW ON SALE!

SEASON 2025
TICKETS & FLEXpassEs
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3…2…1…We’re On the Air: A Network Producer’s Inside Look at Sports, 

Mark Alimansky & Susan Erdos
Sylvia Allan 
Elizabeth Anisfeld
David & Ann Ansel
Robert & Penny Apter
Ramie & Merri Arian
Howard & Sue Arkans
Nancy Ashen
Bruce Auerbach
David Bacchioni & Debbie Faust
Clay & Joanna Ballantine
Bill & Sharon Ballen
Rabbi Rachel Barenblat
Adam & Bethany Baron
Barbara Barron
Lester & Amy Bart
Marvin Bass
Allen & Alice Bassen
Ev Bastow
David & Nancy Bayer
Julian & Susan Bazel
Stephen Bazil
Mark & Pam Beiderman
David & Cindy Bell-Deane
Aleksey Berezkin
Nina Berezkin
Madelaine Berg
Joseph & Brenda Berger
Stanley Berger
Michael Berkowitz &  
   Sherry Glickman
Lewis Bernstein & Gaya Aranoff
Marc & Sanda Bernstein
Jessie Berrick & Eugene Jura
Jonathan Biller &  
   Victoria Rand Biller
Alan & Cheryl Binder
John & Melissa Bissell
Sam & Maggie Bittman
Lee & Sydelle Blatt  

Jeff & Sarah Blaugrund
Scott Blech & Marilyn Armour
Aileen Bliss
Josh Bloom &  
   Rabbi Jodie Gordon
Stephanie Blumenthal
Walter & Suzanne Bogad
Michael & Marjorie Bogdanow
Alan & Estelle Bogdonoff
Nelson & Carolyn Bonheim
Maxine Bookless
Nan Ellen Bookless
Brian Bosworth & Lauren 
   Freeman-Bosworth
Bruce Braffman &  
   Andrea Repola
Yvette Branson

Carole Bratter
Rabbi Ken Brickman &  
   Michael Pizzi
The Honig-Briggs Family
Larry & Nancy Bronstein
Gail Brown
Jack & Esther Budnick
David & Linda Burghardt
Dan & Joan Burkhard

Myron & Harriet Bussel
Howard Buxbaum &  
   Paula Barber
Hanan & Rebecca Caine
Rabbi Ivan & Deborah Caine
Neil & Mary Beth Calnan
David Campbell
Susan Cartun
Bill & Cheryl Casper
Dan & Becky Cellana
Donald Chabon &  
   D. Anne Rabinowitz
Ben and Ilona Charkow
Richard & Dale Charkow
Alan & Roselle Chartock
Marlene Chautin
Matthew & Catherine Chester
Howard Chezar
Seth & Lori Cohan
Bruce & Joan Cohen
Dan & Stephanie Cohen
Elaine Cohen
James Cohen & Amy Silberstein
Nadine Habousha Cohen
Rebbecca Cohen
Reuben Cohen & Julianna 
Storch Cohen
Rob & Lori Cohen
Robert & Louise Cohen
Philip Coleman
Joel & Sue Colker
Robert & Sharyn Collins
Nancy Cook
Noah & Kika Cook-Dubin
Robert Cooper
Barbara Cooperman
Claudia Coplan
Bruce & Susan Creditor
William Cristo
Harriet Croll
Adele Cukor
Josh & James Cutler

Ilan Dahan & Nancy Reiner
Mark Deitch & Diane Rosenthal
Edan & Alexis Dekel
Jonathan Denmark
Lara Denmark
Robert & Marilyn Derector
Jeff Diamond & Diane Pearlman
Gilbert & Norma d’Oliveira
Sheila Donath
Arthur & Henya Drescher

Avi & Natasha Dresner
Karen Drucker
Mark & Judy Drucker
Richard & Anna Jo Dubow
James Duffy &  
   Debora Cole-Duffy
Lynette Dukehart
Andrew & Nance Ebert
Michael & Eve Edwards
Melva Eidelberg
Rosalie Eisen
George & Maida Eisenberg
David & Minna Ellison
The Elovitzes
Michael & Barbara Ende
David & Leni Engels
Richard & Carol Engelson
Elaine Epstein
Chris Fader &  
   Michele Krieg Bauer
Paula Farbman
Laura Feakes
Steven Feiner & Cipora Brown
Stephen Feldman & Jill Straus
Warren & Eileen Feldman
Leonard Felson &  
   Julia Rosenblum
Richard & Heidi Ferren
Sue Fertig
Adam Filson & Amy Cott Filson
Richard & Diane Finkelstein

Rob & Patty Fire
Norman & Robin First
Leslie Fishbein
Robin Fleet
Laura Flint
Phil Fogelman & Pam Grill
Zita Fox
Stephen & Kathy Frank
Hilary Freedman & Howard Zern
Elaine Friedman
Lawrence Friedman &  
   Aviva Wichler
Marty Friedman
Michael & Carolyn Friedman
Wynn Friedman
Egon & Joan Fromm
Toni Front
Laurence Gadd & Cia Elkin
Real & Alla Gadoury
Rik & Nancy Gagnon
Steven Gallant
Jeffrey & Lonnie Garber
Jed & Karen Garfield
John & Toni Gartner
Andrew Geller
Diana Geller
Michael & Ellie Geller
Robert & Patricia Geller
Bill & Jill Gellert
Philip & Joan Gellert

Richard & Lynn Gelman
David & Jane Gertler
David & Ellen Gibbs
Tom & Beverly Gilbert
Susan Ginns
Judith Gitelson
Jenny Gitlitz
Philip & Bette Gladstone
David Glaser & Debra Stone

Henry Glazer & Rose Lederman
Judy Glockner
Ugo Goetzl & Ina Wallace
Alan & Brenda Gold
Jay & Joan Gold
Mark Gold & Ellen Kennedy
Miriam Gold
Brett Goldberg
Henry & Pauline Goldberg
Peter & Robin Goldberg
Rosalie Goldberg
Carl & Sondra Goldenberg
Mark Goldfus &  
   Beverly Rubman
Sheila Goldlust & William Rota
Irene Goldman-Price
Brian & Arza Goldstein
David Goldstein &  
   Sherri Greenbach
Ed and Ronna Goldstein
Jill Goldstein
Marjorie Goldstein
Rabbi Robert & Faith Goldstein
Robert Goldstein &  
   Saphora Lifrak
Robert, Mara, Hannah,  
   Sophie & Lila Goldstein
Ira & Susan Golub
Diana Gomberg
Michael & Janet Goodman

Alan & Marilyn Gordon
Garet Gordon
Marc Gordon & Cheryl Zellman
Susan Gordon
Daniel Goroff & Beth Wells
Julian & Beth Gott
Harriet Gottesman
John & Laurel Graney

Donors, continued 

Thank You!

DONORS,
continued on page 13

PJ Library’s Hannukah Shine Your Light Party

Summer Concert Chorus

 PJ Library at Tanglewood

PJ Library LEGO

Making Jewish Theater



Dreaming of Summer?
 We Are Too!

Join us this summer

Halfmoon Day Camp is excited to
help you plan the perfect summer!

for an unforgettable adventure 
in the heart of the Berkshires.

Dates
June 23 - Aug 22, 2025

Weekly Sessions (Mon-Fri): 8:30 - 4:30

3 - 15
Ages

Scan me

summer will be here before you know it!

For more information call: +1 (413) 528-0940

Secure your spot today

Dreaming of Summer?
 We Are Too!

Join us this summer

Halfmoon Day Camp is excited to
help you plan the perfect summer!

for an unforgettable adventure 
in the heart of the Berkshires.

Dates
June 23 - Aug 22, 2025

Weekly Sessions (Mon-Fri): 8:30 - 4:30

3 - 15
Ages

Scan me

summer will be here before you know it!

For more information call: +1 (413) 528-0940

Secure your spot today

A p r i l  1 3  a t  6 : 3 0  p . m .
K n e s s e t  I s r a e l ,  1 6  C o l t  R o a d ,  P i t t s f i e l d

Celebrate in community! Enjoy a joyous and traditional

kosher Passover experience with plenty of explanation,

insight, and inspiration. Includes all traditional foods, ritual

wine, and a delicious four-course meal. Bring your own

kosher for Passover table wine. All ages welcome!

REGISTER AT TINYURL.COM/2025PASSOVER OR (413) 442-4360, EXT. 10
No one will be turned away for lack of funds. For assistance, email dkaufman@jewishberkshires.org.

WHY IS THIS NIGHT DIFFERENT FROM ALL OTHER NIGHTS?

Adults $45.  Children ages 6-17 $22. Kids 5 and under are free

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED BY APRIL 6, 2025

KOSHER PASSOVER
COMMUNITY SEDER
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Advisory services offered through Renaissance Investment Group, LLC,  
an investment advisor registered with the U.S. Securities & Exchange Commission. SCHEDULE A MEETING WITH ONE OF OUR ADVISORS  |  413-445-2481  |  45 WALKER ST, LENOX  |  RIGLLC.COM

Expert counseling on funding your retirement
Withdrawal strategies and benefits timing for your non-working years 

Considering long-term care
Planning for the next generation

The skilled professionals at Renaissance Investment Group, LLC can help you balance 
your investment management needs with important financial counseling, something 
not all firms can do. We help you navigate all of life’s transitions so you can enjoy the 
best things in life, knowing we are with you and your family every step of the way. 

M A N A G I N G  Y O U R  A S S E T S  A N D  P L A N N I N G  F O R  T H E  F U T U R E

Every step of the way
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best things in life, knowing we are with you and your family every step of the way. 
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Paul & Karen Graubard
Suzanne Graver
Nelson Graves
Jordan & Laura Green
Paul & Lisa Green
Ed Greenbaum & Anne Riener

Eric & Phyllis Greenberg
Michael & Helene Greenberg
Stuart Greenberg
Susan Greenberg-Yarmush
Ted & Dru Greenwood
Joe Griminger &  
   Amy Doberman
Doron Grosman &  
   Karen Secular
Elizabeth Gross
Joan Grossman
Lenny & Cindy Grunin
Sue Gurland &  
   Mark Wasserman
Steven & Roberta Haas
Michael & Trudi Haberman
Hope Hagler
Dave Halley & Heidi Katz
Philip & Linda Halpern
Paul & Suzanne Hanau
David & Merle Harris
Dave & Rita Hattem
Samuel & Tracy Haupt
Suellen Havsy
Gerald & Barbara Hayden
Ellen Heffan
Cindy Helitzer
Ed Helitzer
Dennis & Diana Hellman
Marc & Judy Herbert
Amy Herman
Ellen Herman
Howard Herman
Jeff & Deborah Herman
Peter Herman & Jerri Chaplin
Yona Hermann
Mara Herskowitz
Paula Hertzberg
Steven & Barbara Hertzberg
Robert Hertzig
Herzberg Family
Vincent Higuera &  
   Robyn Rosen
Arthur & Louise Hillman
David & Laura Hirsh
Stuart & Susie Hirshfield
Andy & Barbara Hochberg
Scott Hochfelder
Alan Hochman & Terry Rosen
Herbert & Janet Hodos
Hoffman Family

Richard & Betsy Honig
Robert & Marsha Hopp
Jed Horowitz & Edith Cooper
Edward & Sharyn Hotchkiss
Sharon Hotchkiss
Nick Hubacker &   
   Maxine Wisbaum
Frederic & Robin Hyman
Marty & Judy Isserlis
Jerrold & Carol Jacobs
Michael & Lynn Jacobson
Vivienne Jaffe
Jon James & Jamie Ostroff
Tamara Jasper
Jerry & Esther Jewell
Randy Johnson & Jackie  
   Browner & Ilse Browner
Beryl Jolly
Martin & Alice Jonas
Sandra Josel
Robert & Selma Josell

Richard & Janice Kabel
Bruce & Sandi Kafenbaum
Barbara Kahan
Dorothy Kahn
Barbara Kalib
Kevin & Adrian Kalikow
Herbert Kantor
Russell & Gail Kaphan
Larry & Carolyn Kaplan
Michael & Gloria Kaplan
Regina Karas
Joel Karlin
Robert Karlin & Jane Silverman
Sharon Karlin
Eric & Steffi Karp
Vivian Kasen
Shlomo & Maris Katsir

Armand & Gloria Katz
Eric Katzman & Melissa Elstein
Alan & Linda Kaufman
Carol Goodman Kaufman
Joel Kaufman
Seth Kaufman
Christina Kelly, Maude Rich  
   & Family
Danny & Jill Kessler
Brenda Kilmer
Rabbi Ralph & Brenda Kingsley
Boris Kirshteyn
Yakov & Rushaniya Kirshteyn
Klein Family
Sondra Klein
Steven Klein & Nancy Barbe
Lisa & Ralph Kleinman
William & Myra Kleinman
Tatyana Knaster
Sara Koffman
Peter & Susan Kolben
Allen & Rosalind Kopfstein
Neil & Dorothy Koreman
Herman & Mina Kotler
Earl & Janet Kramer
Tina Kramer
Richard & Ellen Krantz
Henry Kranz
Daniel & Ruth Krasner
Robert Kraus & Kathy Morris
Dave & Ann Krawet
Barry & Robin Kriesberg
Marvin Krislov
Carol Kuller
Michael & Marjorie Kurcias
David & Pamala Kurtzer
Alexander Kutik
Cookie Lamet
Everett Lamm & Stephanie  
   Ilberg-Lamm
Tobi & Ellen Lanciano
Lucille Landa
Aaron & Gail Lansky
Peter & Mona Lanzer
David Leavitt
Philip & Susan Lebowitz
Nathan & Sherri Lebwohl
Benjamin & Susan^ Lechtman
Martin Lecker & Terri Needle
Andrew & Jilly Lederman
Elaine Lee
Timothy & Janet Lee
Mark Lefenfeld &  
   Mimi Rosenblatt

Wallace & Sheila Lehman
Wesley & Evan LePatner
Henry Lerner & Phyllis Scherr
Howard & Kay Lerner
Paul & Lois Lester
Macey Levin & Gloria Miller
Raquel Levin
Cecily Levine
Matthew Levine &  
   Sara Pasternak
Toby Levine
Jay Levy & Louise Vargas-Levy
Suzanne Newman Levy
William Levy & Karen Kelly
Fred & Mona Lewis
Bob Lezberg &  
   Jenny Greenfeld
Rabbi Val Lieber &  
   Leah Kopperman
Charles & Roberta Liebowitz
Richard & Ellen Lincer
Edward & Iris Lipke
Susan B. Lipton
Rabbi Janet Liss & Grace Blank
Rabbi Daveen Litwin
Martin Lizt

Richard & Roslyn Lorge
Edward & Karen Lurie
Dick Macht
Edward & Joan Mahler
Kenneth & Barbara Mahler
Hank Maimin & Elizabeth Baer
Dmitri & Gloria Mamokhin
Roger & Barbara Manring
Mansback/Southard Family
Don & Judy Marcus
Michael Margolis
Ken Markel
Steve & Jala Martin
Mort & Suzanne Marvin
Toby & Ivy Marwil
Dr. & Mrs. Ronald Match
Bernice Matty
Hillel & Janet Maximon
Allen & Elizabeth Mayer

Arnold Mazurenko
Tanya Mazurenko
The Meador Family
Joseph & Brenda Menker
Jeremy Merrin & Linda Blum
Alan Metzger
Margery Metzger
Chris & Donna Meyer
Danny Meyers & Lisa Reznik
Miranda Meyers
Toby & Lynn Meyers
Dan Michaels
Richard Mickey & Nancy Salz
Keith & Wendy Miles
Arnold & Linda Miller

Michael & Annette Miller
Dr. & Mrs. Robert J. Miller
Jamie Minacci
Bradley Minnen & Bonnie Saks
Frank & Ruthanne Mirchin
Alice Model
Mitchell & Janet Model
Miles & Amy Moffatt
Selina Morris-Grinspoon
Jamie & Gary Moscowitz
Judy Moss
Matthew & Sharon Mozian
Robert Munch &   
   Joan Goldberg Munch
Peter Murphy & Audrey Thier
Barbara Myers
Gerry & Bev Nacheman
Eric & Lisa Nadler
Jeffrey Nathan & Betty Farbman
Michael Nathan &  
   Beth Laster-Nathan
Bill & Lisette Nayor
Marc & Phyllis Newman
Faith Newmark
Denny & Jo Newnham
Carol Noble
Steven Noble
Robert & Linda Noonan
Molly Novick
Danny O’Dell & Ilana 
Steinhauer
Bonnie Oloff
Dennis & Joanne Olson
Walter & Gail Orenstein
Nancy Orovitz
Colin Ovitsky & Sopheap Nhim
Elaine Padilla, Ph.D.
Michael Pallen
Stephan and Zelda Parnes

Gregg Pasternack &  
   Deborah Skydel
Herbert & Anne Pasternak
Daniel & Andrea Patel
Rebecca Pearson
Arthur & Susan Peisner
Larry & Jane Pellish
Louise Penney
Carl & Linda Perlmutter
Shiffra Perlmutter
David Pill
Bernard Plum & Charlotte 
   Behrend
Peter & Jo Podol
Sybil Pollet

Mona Pomerance
Mark & Jean Poopor
Andrew Potler
Arlene Potler
Marcia Powdermaker
Joel & Loretta Prives
Ilya & Kate Prizel
Arthur & Diane Provenz
Steven & Joyce Pyenson
Leonard & Darlene Radin
Stephen & Helen Radin
Emil Ray
Michael & Sharon Rebell
Paul Reichenbach &   
   Cathy Goodfriend
Tom & Pam Rich
Lawrence & Ilene Richard
Christopher & Tracey Richards
Phyllis Rivlin

Jeff & Joanne Robbins
Seth Rogovoy
Marty & Shelley Rolf
David Rolle
Rabbi Yaakov & Nina Rone
Helaine Rose
Charlene Rosen
Michael & Karen Rosen

Thank You!
Donors, continued 

DONORS,
continued on page 14

Cellist Maya Beiser with  
Event Co-chair Claudio Pincus

Thanks, Major Donors

Teen Holocaust Education

LiveSecure Launched

Celebrating Our Work

Major Donors Celebration

Purim Bags for Older Adults
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Stanley & Bunny Rosen
Claire Rosenberg
Allen & Ellen Rosenblatt
Alex & Sabina Rosenblum
Lawrence & Laurel Rosenbluth
Aaron & Barbara Rosenzweig
Sara Ross
Herman & Gayle Rotenberg
Deborah Roth
Sydell Roth
Jeffrey Rothenberg &   
   Sarah Feldman
Michael & Diana Rothenberg
Dan & Lori Rothstein
Mr. David & Dr. Janet Rothstein
Ed & Marilyn Rothstein
Evelyn Rothstein
Harriet Rothstein
Bruce Rowland
Roman & Larisa Rozenblyum
Ken Rubel & Alane Marks
Barbara Rubin
Richard Rubinstein &   
   Katherine Kolbert
Judith Ruderman
Benjamin & Alice Rudin
David & Amy Rutstein
Ron Rutstein & Jennifer Yohalem
Jen Sacon
Vicki Safran
Amy L. Sales
Mark & Robin Salsberg

Edwin Salsitz
Boris & Inna Saltanovich
Pam Sandler
Philip & Lucy Sandler
Stuart & Phyllis Sandrew
Robert Sands & Paula Johnson
Rabbi Scott & Diane Saulson
The Sawyer Family
Philip Schatten &   
   Cheryl Fishbein
Ken & Edie Schechter
Roberta Scheinmann
Daniel & Amanda Schenker

Paul & Aviva Schieber
Mike Schiffer
Lewis Schiller
Rhea Schindler

Mitchell Schlansky & Laura Blank
Allan & Cindy Schlossberg
Eileen Schulman
Sue Schulman
Andrew & Jacqueline Schwartz
Naomi Schwartz
Stephen & Phyllis Schwartz
Stuart Schwartz &   
   Debbie Youngelman
Marvin & Carol Schwartzbard
Thomas Sebestyen
Richard & Kelleigh Seeley
Albert & Cynthia Segal
Keith Seidman
Peter Selkowitz
Richard & Shana Senzel

Bernice Shainman
Hal & Harriet Shair
Howard M. Shapiro &   
   Shirley Brandman
Selma Shapiro
Nina Shelomentseva
Molly Sheriff
Arthur Sherman
Howard & Robin Sherman
Enid Shields
Ted & Barbara Shiffman
Jane Shiyah
Michael & Arlene Shreefter
Howard Shuman & Joelle Gabay
Carl & Claudia Shuster
Leonid Shymberg &   
   Yulia Zakhozha
Ilana Siegal
Jeffrey & Dana Siegel
Efrem & Frederica Sigel
Shlomo Silman^ &   
   Carol Silverman
Mark & Joanie Silverman
Brad & Michael Simon
Steve Simon & Maud Mandel
Joseph & Carolyn Singer
Kenneth & Christine Singer

Michael Singer
Maria Sirois
Galina Sirota
Nan Selkowitz Sisselman

Steven Skoblow
Marcia Slaminsky
Karen Slater & Larz Spangberg
Lisa Sloane
John Slote & Nancy Cohen
Joseph & Alice Small
Turbi Smilow
Mitchell Smilowitz &   
   Audrey Sussman
Andrew Smith &   
   Lavea Brachman
George Smith
Jewel Smith
Michael & Pam Smith
Toby Sohn
Dan Solender & Lynne Whitman
Stanley Solomon
Steven Souza & Karen Kwitter
Lorette Spiegel
Erica Spizz & Jeanette Maguire
Carolyn Starman Hessel
Rabbi Arthur & Linda Starr
Elliott & Tracey Stein
Rona Stein
Larry & Holly Steinberg
Edith Steindler
Peter & Abbe Steinglass
Albert & Eliot Stern
James Stern & Jane Judge
Michael Stoll
Michael & Lois Storch
Jeff Strait & Robin Brickman
Martin Stransky &   
   Isabelle Weinberg
Michael Strassfeld & Joy Levitt

Peter & Joanna Strauss
Richard & Carol Strunin
Phoebe Sugarman
Laurie Sukel
David Sultan & Kathryn Potts
Adam & Hope Suttin
Esther Szmukler
The Tanner Family
Jayson & Jenifer Tanzman
Richard Taskin
Aaron Thier & Sarah Trudgeon
Kathi Todd
Richard & Joan Toder
Caroline Toth
Natalie Tublitz
Gary & Bernice Turetsky
Daltrey Turner
Ronny & Elise Udelson
Larry & Patti Unger
Ron & Sandra Veillette
Emil Venere & Jennifer Streisand
Miriam Vitale
Harry & Karen Waizer
Robert & Ruth Waldheim
Barbara Waldinger
Roberta Waller
William & Sandra Walley
Josh & Lisa Warren
Mark Washofsky &   
   Robin Kosberg
Ira & Louise Wasserberg
Richard L. and Tina D.  
   �Wasserman Philanthropic 

Fund of the Dallas Jewish 
Community Foundation

Makayla Wax
Rabbi Seth Wax &   
   Elisabeth Berger
Josh & Darlene Weeks
Bruce & Penny Wein
Steve & Alison Weinberg
Diane Israelite Weinstein
Janet Weinstein
Laurie Weinstein &   
   Joanne Dumas

Gail Weis
Edward & Betty Weisberger
Ed & Martha Weisel
David & Estare Weiser
Bill & Gisele Weiss
Julie Weiss
Steven Weiss & Stephanie Gertz
Rob Weisstuch & Faith Glazier
Steven & Ellen Weitzler

Leslie Wessler
Marlene White
Jeffrey & Robyn Winik
Randy & Mara Winn
Charles Wohl & Alba Passerini 
Pinchas & Janet Wolk
Robert & Janine Wolkon
James Wood & Rebecca Gold
Ashley & Robin Wright
Chuck & Linda Yanikoski
Alec & Anna Yantovsky
Steven & Mary Yarmosky
Jeff Yeager & Laura Rotenberg
Margot Yondorf
Robert Young
Jeremy & Kathryn Yudkin
Michael & Cheryl Zaccaro
Thomas & Cindy Zanconato
Rabbi Irwin & Anne Zeplowitz
Alla Zernitskaya
Richard & Karen Zink
Steven Zucker & Sonia Beker
Lanny Zuckerman
Susan Zuckerman
Gail Zunz & Dr. Sharyn Zunz
Michael Zweig & Michelle Gersen

Barry & Marjorie Berg
Helene Berger
Beverly Birnbach
John & Melissa Bissell
Rabbi Neal Borovitz &   
   Ann Appelbaum
CBC Bookkeeping Services
Robert & Kristen Clarfeld
Mimi Cohen
Jeffrey & Judith Cook
Mel & Terry Drucker
Burton & Linda Edelstein
Ann & Myron Falchuk
Feigenbaum Foundation
Jim & Pat Fingeroth
Patricia & Joseph Finkelstein
Peter & Nancy Finn
Philip Fogelman & Pamela Grill
Ellis & Joanna Fribush
Fredric Friedman & Cathy 
Demain Mann
Betsy & Dick Gaberman
Harold & Jill Gaffin
Peter & Julie Gale
Jeff & Judy Gelfand
Jane Glaser
Marc & Suze Goldman
Steve & Judi Goodman
Rabbi Jodie Gordon &  
   Josh Bloom
Harold Grinspoon &   
   Diane Troderman
Grinspoon Foundation
Dr Lynn B Harrison
James Heeger &   
   Daryl Messinger
Richard & Cathy Holland
Alan & Liz Jaffe
Richard & Marianne Jaffe
Tamara Jasper
Martin & Alice Jonas
Gordon & Susan Josephson
Julia Kaplan
Leslye & Gary Katz
Wendy Katz
Elihu & Marilyn Katzman
Ofer, Yonaton, & Maya Kaufman
Rabbi Jan Kaufman
Ed Koenig & Gayle Moskowitz
Edward & Susan Kopelowitz
Marvin Krislov

Cary and Beth Lakenbach
Fred & Brenda Landes
Norman & Merril Leferman
Jay Leipzig & Cindy Chazan
Marvin & Helaine Lender
Vivian Lieberman
John & Nina Lipkowitz
Paula Lustbader
Stuart & Ellen Masters
Paul & Judy May
Esther Messing
Marty Messinger
Nancy Milbauer
Peter Murphy & Audrey Thier
Bernard & Elaine Roberts
Marc Rudoltz &  
   Lisa Hochman
Gary & Arlene Schiff
Mike Schiffer
Lew Schiller
Albert & Marcia Schmier
Anne Schnesel
Martin & Laurie Schwartz
Zelda Schwebel
Judd & Susan Shoval
Sharon Siegel
Gene & Hope Silverman
Richard Simons &   
   Marcie Greenfield Simons
Lisa Sloane
Irv & Carol Smokler
Elisa & Mark Snowise
Lauren Spitz
Bonnie & Jeff Stevens
Sharon Strassfeld &   
   Michael Ramella
Lawrence Strauss &   
   Francine Weinberg
Richard & Carol Strunin
Kara Thornton
Renee Trachtenberg
Ed & Lisa Udel
Michael & Joan Ury
Mark & Judy Usow
Melvin & Harriet Warshaw
Richard & Tina Wasserman
Rabbis Donald Weber &  
   Shira Stern
Joel & Fran Wolk
Jill Wollins
Sergey & Natalya Yantovsky

Thank You!

Shabbat Across the Berkshires

 Festival of Lights

On a tour along the northern border with Lebanon, we could see across to 
the rocket launch positions from which Hezbollah targeted Israeli homes and 
communities, giving residents only seconds to seek shelter. Seeing how close these 
launch positions are, you can truly understand the trauma people in the North 
have experienced and the destruction these attacks have had on their homes and 
businesses. At Moshav Betzet, we met with Idan from Idan Fruits. She and her 
husband grow and produce healthy dried fruits. They were hit twice by Hezbollah 
rockets which damaged their home and destroyed their factory and retail space. 
“We can rebuild our home, but it is much harder to rebuild our livelihood. But we 
will do it,” Idan shared determinedly.

With our support, the Jewish Agency is investing in its existing small 
business loan program and has also created a new fund to incentivize small 
businesses within 30 kilometers of the border with Lebanon and 15 kilometers 
from the border with Gaza to encourage businesses to return to the area and 
rebuild the economy there. 

As I reflect on the incredible resilience and strength of the people I met, I 
am reminded that our collective support goes beyond just providing aid. It is a 
lifeline empowering and lifting up the lives of people who have faced the most 
unimaginable challenges over the past year.

I am truly grateful to have had this opportunity to see firsthand how our 
support is serving the people of the Afula-Gilboa region. Thanks to you,  
the Berkshire Jewish community is indeed making  
a difference. 

Thank you to these donors who, through 
their additional support of our new community- 
wide security initiative, are helping to enhance 

the safety and security of our community. Learn 
more at jewishberkshires.org/LiveSecure.

IN MY VIEW,
continued from page 3

Jewish Berkshires’ 
LiveSecure

Donors, continued 

Young Adults Shabbat

Community Havdalah

Tu B’Shevat Tubing

Williams College Connections



413-458-8371
1611 Cold Spring Road 
Williamstown, MA 01267

www.sweetwoodliving.com

Medical Care
We understand that your healthcare needs may evolve over time, and we're here to provide the
support you require. We offer concierge healthcare services for an additional fee, tailored to your
specific needs.

Our community is a destination for those seeking a fulfilling and worry-free lifestyle. At Sweetwood, seniors
living independently discover a range of amenities designed to enrich their everyday experiences. Our

commitment extends beyond just offering a place to live—we provide an unwavering dedication to well-being. 
Our top priority is to cultivate a sense of belonging and ensure that each day is sweeter than the last.

Independent Living
Our all-inclusive living experience means that you can focus on enjoying life to the fullest, without the
stress of homeownership. With a variety of apartment sizes to choose from, with rental and buy-in
options, each resident enjoys a comfortable and personalized living arrangement

Multigenerational Living & Learning
Sweetwood takes pride in its collaborations with community, educational, and cultural institutions
to foster a culture of learning and individual development. Through partnerships with esteemed
institutions such as Williams College, Berkshire Community College, and other local organizations,
our residents have the opportunity to flourish and prosper.

Interested in learning more about Sweetwood?  
Reach out to learn how to enjoy a complementary two night stay!
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Tubing with PJ Library - 5% Skill, 95% Screaming, 
and 100% Fun

By Molly Meador / Coordinator of PJ Library

Over 40 people gathered together at Bousquet Mountain for PJ Library tubing.
Parents and kids alike zoomed down the hill, then warmed up by the fire with snacks and friends. 

Since we had this wonderful opportunity to build community with each other, we also took the 
opportunity to give back. In keeping with the Jewish value of Areyvut (community-mindedness) dona-

tions were made to The People's Pantry in Great Barrington.

Your Federation Presents
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Anonymous (10)
Ed Abrahams
Norman Avnet*
Barbara Bashevkin*
Robert Bashevkin*
Linda J. L. Becker
Robert Berend*
Shelley Berend
Helene Berke
Lawrence Berke*
Lee & Sydelle Blatt
Betty Braun*
Cipora Brown
Barbara Cohen
Mark Cohen*
Mimi Cohen
C. Jeffrey & Judith Cook

Gerry & Lynn Denmark
Jonathan & Lara Denmark
Sheila K. Donath
Melva Eidelberg
Monroe England,* in 

memory of Monroe B. 
& Isabel England

Dr. Armand V. 
Feigenbaum*

Dr. Donald S. Feigenbaum* 
Steven Feiner
Diana & Stanley* Feld
Lynn & William* Foggle
Larry Frankel & Elisa 

Schindler Frankel
Elaine Friedman
Eiran Gazit

Jeffrey Goldwasser &  
Jonquil Wolfson

Jordan & Laura Green
Harold Grinspoon
Ellen Heffan
Ed Jaffe*
Phil* & Rhoda* Kaminstein
Elihu Katzman
Marilyn Katzman 
Dara Kaufman
Howard* & Nancy* 

Kaufman
Lawrence Klein
Sarah Klein
Arthur Kriger*
Fred & Brenda Landes
Beth Laster-Nathan

Andrew S. Levine*
Toby H. Levine
Erna Lindner-Gilbert*
Amy Lindner-Lesser
Allan and Nan Lipton 
Helen Maislen*
Ellen Masters
Stuart Masters
Roger & Natalie Matus
Jeffrey May* &  

Kara Thornton
Bob & Harriett Miller
Estelle Miller
Robert Newman*
Wendy Robbins
Ken* & Fran* Rubenstein
Stella Schecter*

Arlene D. Schiff
Gary Schiff
Stephen & Deborah 

Schreier
Ellen Schwaitzberg* 
Martin Silver*
Sylvia Silverberg, in 

memory of Jerome 
Silverberg

Richard A. Simons & Marcie 
Greenfield Simons

Mark & Elisa Snowise
Harold Sparr*
Richard & Alyson Slutzky 
Laurie Sukel
Rita & Sol Toscher  

Memorial Fund

Lisa Fletcher-Udel
Edward Udel
Michael & Joan Ury
Mark & Judy Usow
Henry* & Beate* 

Voremberg
Alexandra Warshaw
Florence Wineberg*
Rabbi Deborah Zecher &  

Rabbi Dennis Ross 

*Of blessed memory

If it felt like a high school reunion, that’s because, in a sense, it was. Shoham, 
the 394th Israeli soldier to be killed in Gaza during this war, was also the 10th 
alumnus of Himmelfarb High School to fall in battle or in captivity since Oct. 7, 
2023. The casualties range from young soldiers to a beloved teacher to the most 
well-known Israeli hostage to be held by Hamas, Hersh Goldberg-Polin.

“There was a point where we were all like, OK, who’s it going to be this week?” 
said Yishai Reich, whose brother, Ariel, was the second Himmelfarb graduate to 
be killed. The deaths, Reich said, are a testament to the school’s ethos of service, 
and its tight Jerusalem community.

“Everyone loves everyone there,” said Reich, who himself will enter the army 
shortly. “They drill into us that studies and grades aren’t the most important thing – 
being a good person is. Maybe that’s why so many good soldiers come out of there.”

In January, with the war in the midst of a truce designed to last at least six 
weeks, a battered nation is gaining a new vantage point from which to reflect on 
its losses. And those felt at Himmelfarb, founded a century ago and now serving 
a student body of about 900 boys from seventh to 12th grade, are particularly 
intense, with ramifications for the rest of Israel.

Himmelfarb is among the most prominent religious Zionist schools in the 
country. Its roster of alumni ranges from Herzi Halevi, the outgoing chief of 
Israel’s military, to leading journalists, rabbis, and businessmen.

It also occupies a unique place among the 10 percent or so of Israelis who iden-
tify as religious Zionist – a typically modern Orthodox community that, in its fealty 
to Jewish law as well as the Jewish state, has historically seen itself as a bridge 
between Israel’s secular Jews and the strict religious observance of the Haredi 
Orthodox. The school’s location in Jerusalem means that it serves a relatively 
diverse student body, and has striven to maintain the religious Zionist bridge-
building ethos even as other segments of the community have moved further right.

The losses Himmelfarb has suffered accentuate what Yair Ettinger, a former 
student at the school who is a leading Israeli religion journalist, calls the “heavy, 
heavy price” religious Zionists have paid in blood during Israel’s multifront war. 
But at a time when Israeli society is exhausted and riven by conflicts foreign 
and domestic, Eittinger and others in the school’s orbit said its drive to bind the 
country together has grown only stronger.

 “People are really 
thirsting, trying to get some 
comfort or reconciliation in 
Israeli society,” said Ettinger, 
author of Frayed: The 
Disputes Unraveling Religious 
Zionists. “And when they look 
at religious Zionists during 
the war fighting alongside 
secular people, they say, 
‘This is something we used to 
know. Maybe this is some-
thing we can rebuild.’”

He went on, “And I think 
in that sense, people are 

saying, ‘Himmelfarb is the kind of bridge that we can build on.’”
Still, the cascade of deaths has created some dismal rituals among the 

school’s alumni and parents. Every time Ariella Bernstein has seen the words 
“cleared for publication” – which, in the Israeli press, precedes the announce-
ment of casualties – she has rushed to check her son’s Himmelfarb yearbook to 
see if the name matches anyone in its pages.

And when, at Shoham’s funeral, his father Effie said he had “been writing 
this eulogy in my head for 15 months,” since the beginning of the war, it reso-
nated with Bernstein.

Her son Benjy, who graduated from Himmelfarb, has served 227 days of reserve 
duty during the war. Prior to the ceasefire deal, he was set to return to Gaza for 
another four months in March; it’s unclear where the war will stand by then.

“Effie had the strength and the capacity to say what I couldn’t say out loud. 
That yes, he’s been planning this in his head for 15 months,” she said. “I told my 
husband, ‘You see, I’m not the only one.’”

Bernstein lives in Baka, the same Jerusalem neighborhood as the Goldberg-
Polins and Shoham family. Effie Shoham and his wife, Oshrat – an attorney who 
also taught sex education classes at Himmelfarb – are founders of the Hakhel 
synagogue, where the Goldberg-Polins are also members.

A viral photo has circulated during the war showing Goldberg-Polin, Aner 

Shapira and Ben Zussman around the time of their bar mitzvahs. They all 
attended Himmelfarb; all would be killed by Hamas.

According to alum Shemaiah Rotenberg, the connections between Baka and 
Himmelfarb run deep. “You can’t walk down the street without meeting friends 
from school,” he said, adding that in the local chapter of the religious Zionist 
Bnei Akiva youth movement, only three boys were not students of Himmelfarb.

Within two months of Ariel Reich’s death, four more Himmelfarb graduates 
died in combat in Gaza: Shachar Fridman, Dvir Barazani, Zussman, and Oriya 
Ayimalk Goshen.

In each case, students, alumni and staff gathered at the school before the 
funeral for a quiet moment of reflection and support before walking the half-mile 
to Mount Herzl Cemetery, carrying Israeli flags in a procession.

“The one advantage to the school being far away from home is that it’s so 
close to Mount Herzl,” alum Yoel Rockman commented wryly.

The school has also made accommodations for bereaved siblings. Reich, who 
was in 12th grade when his brother was killed, found it too overwhelming to 
attend class in the weeks following his death. The school arranged for teachers 
to meet with him one-on-one for private lessons. It also had him see a psycholo-
gist twice a week.

“They always looked after us – not just me, but my whole family. That’s 
Himmelfarb,” said Reich, who also lost his mother in fourth grade. “It’s like a 
metaphorical hug. From the moment you enter the school, you understand that 
you’ve arrived home.”

Teachers reached out constantly, he said. “They’d ask, ‘When can we sit for a 
cup of coffee to talk?’”

After Goshen’s death in January, several months of respite followed, until 
August, when news arrived of Goldberg-Polin’s death. As the first anniversary of 
the Oct. 7, 2023, attack approached, former student Almken Terefe was killed, 
and shortly afterward, the school community was devastated once more by the 
news that Rabbi Avi Goldberg, an alumnus and father of eight who returned to 
teach at the school, had been killed in southern Lebanon.

Goldberg’s family lives just blocks from Goldberg-Polin’s in Baka.
For Reich, Goldberg’s loss hit hard; even while stationed in Gaza as a captain 

in the reserves, his former homeroom teacher had sent messages of condolence 
after hearing about his brother’s death.

“He was such a dominant figure in my life,” the younger Reich brother said. 
“We were shattered by his death. None of us ever imagined that anything could 
happen to any of the teachers.”

Rabbi Jeremy “Yirmi” Stavisky, who served as principal for 23 years before 
stepping down four years ago to transition into a teaching role, said Goldberg’s 
death was also a devastating blow for other staff members, who shared deep 
friendships with him. Those bonds are also what help carry all of them through 
the grief. “Our role is not to replace the students’ homes but to give them another 
home,” he said.

Stavisky himself suffered a personal loss when his son-in-law, Yinon 
Fleishman, was killed at the start of the war.

But according to Stavisky, his successor, Rabbi Shlomo “Shlomi” Danino, is 
cautious not to let grief define the school.

“First and foremost, school is a place of life. A place of learning, of sports, of 
play and of personal growth. We’re very careful about that,” he said.

He points to a plaque honoring the memory of 60 fallen alumni, dating back 
to 1969. The plaque is in a modest corner of the school’s beit midrash, or Jewish 
study hall, and not in the main atrium.

Instead, the main hall is graced with a sign that reads, “In all your ways, 
know Him,” a phrase from Proverbs. For Rockman, the phrase encapsulates the 
school’s undaunted ethos.

“Of course, they want you to stay religious but, in the end, we are encouraged 
to find our own way.” He noted that while more than 99% of graduates enlist 
in the army, their paths vary widely after graduation. Some study in yeshivas 
before and during army service, while others conscript right away. Some remain 
religious, others do not.

As my parents planted for me before I was born, so do I plant 
for those who come after me. – Talmud
Thank you to these individuals who through their gift to the Legacy Circle will ensure that the 
Jewish Federation of the Berkshires thrives long into the future. May your name be a Blessing,  
and may the example you set inspire others to create their own Jewish Legacy.

HIMMELFARB HS,
continued from cover

HIMMELFARB HS,
continued on page 17

“It’s like a metaphorical hug. From the moment 

you enter the school, you understand that  

you’ve arrived home.”

Rabbi Jeremy Stavisky hugs a teacher  
and scribe who wrote a Torah scroll in honor  

of the fallen alumni.
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MAZEL TOV!

The Honorable Richard A. 
Simons, the First Justice of 
Berkshire County Probate 
and Family Court, who 
was recently appointed to 
the Massachusetts Legal 
Assistance Corporation's board 
of directors.

Jonathan Denmark on his 
promotion to executive vice 
president of MountainOne 
Bank. In addition to his new 
leadership responsibilities, 
Denmark will continue to serve 
as president and chief oper-
ating officer of MountainOne 
Insurance Agency.

Recovering from an illness or injury? Cooking becoming difficult? 

 (GF) Gluten-Free entree  •  (DF) Dairy-Free entree

Kosher Meals to Go–Meals on Wheels 

KOSHER MEALS ON WHEELS:  
Meals are available for delivery to qualified individuals to help extend their home 
independence and health. There is no income requirement, just a simple assess-
ment through Elder Services will get your meal deliveries started, if you qualify. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION  
Contact Jill Goldstein at (413) 442-4360, Ext 17, j.goldstein@jfswm.org.

WANT TO VOLUNTEER?  
Meals-on-wheels drivers are always appreciated. Contact Heidi Katz, (413) 
442-4360, ext. 10, federation@jewishberkshires.org to inquire.

Meals and programs are made possible by the generous support of our community. The kosher  
lunch and meals on wheels program is in collaboration with Elder Services of Berkshire county. 

FEBRUARY
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 24
Baked chicken (GF)(DF), corn, quinoa, tomato cabbage 
soup, whole wheat bread, and Mandarin oranges.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 25
Noon, Lunch…Ground beef tacos (DF), sautéed peppers 
and onions, Spanish rice, salsa, salad, flour tortillas, and 
pineapple.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 27
Noon, Lunch…Roasted cod with tomato relish (GF)(DF), 
meadow blend vegetables, basmati rice, salad, sour-
dough bread, and ambrosia.

MARCH
MONDAY, MARCH 3
Noon, Lunch…Meatloaf (GF)(DF), mashed potatoes, broc-
coli, salad, white bread, and apricots.

TUESDAY, MARCH 4
Noon, Lunch…Macaroni and cheese, Italian green beans, 
vegetable soup, corn bread, and baklava.

THURSDAY, MARCH 6
Noon, Lunch…Chicken cacciatore (GF)(DF), steamed 
carrots, egg noodles, salad, multi-grain bread, and 
peaches.

MONDAY, MARCH 10
Noon, Lunch…Spinach pie, California blend vegetables, 
cream of mushroom soup, pumpernickel bread, and 
vanilla pudding.

TUESDAY, MARCH 11
Noon, Lunch…Vegetarian jambalaya (GF)(DF), brown 
rice, salad, pita bread, and pears.

THURSDAY, MARCH 13
Noon, In-person and to go Lunch…Salmon saloona 
(sweet and sour) (GF)(DF), kasha varnishkes, Romanian 
sweet chickpeas, salad, challah, and hamantaschen. 
Please RSVP for in-person lunch by 9am on 
Wednesday, March 12.

MONDAY, MARCH 17
Noon, Lunch…Corned beef and cabbage casserole (GF)
(DF), sweet potato fries, chicken consommé, sourdough 
bread, and pumpkin loaf.

TUESDAY, MARCH 18
Noon, Lunch…Potato knish, steamed cauliflower, 
roasted Brussels sprouts, butternut squash soup, rye 
bread, and rice pudding.

THURSDAY, MARCH 20
Noon, Lunch…Eggplant parmesan, pasta, Italian green 
beans, salad, roll, and chocolate chip cookie.

MONDAY, MARCH 24
Noon, Lunch…Beef chili (GF)(DF), peas and carrots, white 
rice, salad, whole wheat bread, and tropical fruit salad.

TUESDAY, MARCH 25
Noon, Lunch…Spinach and mushroom lasagna, carrots, 
tomato soup, multi-grain bread, and tapioca pudding.

THURSDAY, MARCH 27
Noon, Lunch…Vegetable tart, potato puff, asparagus, 
celery rice soup, pumpernickel bread, and pineapple.

MONDAY, MARCH 31
Noon, Lunch…Meatloaf (GF)(DF), tater tots, peas and 
carrots, salad, white bread, and applesauce.

APRIL
TUESDAY, APRIL 1
Noon, Lunch…Filet of sole Florentine (GF), meadow 
blend vegetables, rice, salad, sourdough bread, and 
sugar cookie.

THURSDAY, APRIL 3
Noon, Lunch…Veggie burgers (DF), sweet potato fries, 
bean soup, lettuce and tomato, bun, and tiramisu.

MONDAY, APRIL 7
Closed for Passover cleaning and preparations

TUESDAY, APRIL 8
Closed for Passover cleaning and preparations

Let’s do 
Lunch!

What's for Lunch?

ONGOING MINYANS
Saturday, ................................  9:30 a.m.

Sunday, ..................................  8:45 a.m.

Tuesday, .....................7 p.m. Zoom only

Thursday, ...................7 p.m., Zoom only

Friday, .....................................  5:45 p.m.

CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES

Friday, February 28................ 5:23 p.m.

Friday, March 7 ..................... 5:31 p.m.

Friday, March 14..................... 6:40 p.m.

Friday, March 21.................... 6:48 p.m.

Friday, March 28.................... 6:56 p.m.

Knesset Israel –  
16 Colt Road, Pittsfield

ALL ARE WELCOME: Kosher lunch will be prepared on Mondays, 
Tuesdays, and Thursdays. Meals to go will be ready by noon for 
pickup at the Knesset Israel kitchen door, 16 Colt Road in Pittsfield. 
All meals-on-wheels will be delivered by Federation volunteers in 
the early afternoon.

Suggested donation of $3 for adults over age 60; $7 for all others.

RESERVATIONS 
REQUIRED: Call the 
Federation’s kitchen at 
(413) 442-2200 before  
9 a.m. on the day of lunch 
to reserve a meal for pick-
up and to arrange delivery.

HIMMELFARB HS,
continued from 16

One constant the school imbues is 
the emphasis on service, Stavisky said.

“A person cannot live for himself. 
A person always has to live to give 
meaning to his life and also has to see 
where he can contribute to the world,” 
he said. “This is a deeply ingrained 
value, and even if it’s not often explic-
itly discussed, students and alumni 
feel this expectation strongly.”

That extends to military service 
and risking one’s life, he said. “The 
school doesn’t preach joining the army 
or pursuing combat roles – it’s simply 
understood as an inherent civic and 
Jewish responsibility,” he said.

The school’s students, faculty and 
alumni know that that philosophy 
sometimes leads to grief. But Stavisky 
said faith and friendships have been 
a balm. Despite the sacrifice it may 
entail, they’re not ready to give up on 
religious Zionism.

“Deep recognition of our religious 
Zionist identity helps,” he said. “We 
believe in this story, the story of the 
people of Israel who returned to the 
land of Israel after 2,000 years.”

He added, “But if we want a state 
in the midst of the barbarity of the 
Middle East, we have to be prepared to 
defend it.”
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Dr. Steve Recommends…
A column about Jewish books and authors
Dear Readers,

I hope you had the time to check out last month’s 
recommendations (Long Island Compromise, The 
Confidante, and The Plot Against America.) If not, 
there is still time to snuggle into your favorite winter 
spot and catch up on your reading. And here are 
three more recommendations to keep you engaged 
during those chilly winter evenings.

Mathew Daub’s Leaving Eastern Parkway (2022) 
is an under the radar yet exciting coming-of-age 
novel that mixes fictional and real-life personalities 
from the history of competitive (and moneyed) hand-
ball. It shares with recent popular stories and films 
(Netflix’s “Unorthodox” comes to mind) about young 
Jews casting off the constrictions of ultra-orthodox 
religion. Handball, for Daub’s young protagonist, is 
a near-religious experience, a gift from God– and 
more fulfilling than the claustrophobic (and not so righ-
teous it turns out) world of Brooklyn’s Lubavitch community. 

Michael Chabon’s Pulitzer Prize winner, The 
Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Klay (2002), 
was recently named by the NY Times as the 16th 
best novel of the 21st Century and lauded as “a 
towering achievement.” Whether you agree or not, 
I think you’ll enjoy the story of two young cousins 
(one recently arrived in America) and their exploits 
as they navigate and eventually succeed in the 
emerging world of comic books. It’s a novel take on 
the theme of “making it” in America and one that 
will capture your imagination. 

On Being Jewish Now (2024), edited by Zibby 
Owens, the popular author and podcaster (“Mom’s 
Don’t Have Time to Read Books”; recently retitled 
“Totally Booked”), contains more than seventy 
very short essays by writers and “influencers” on 
subjects as varied as Jewish pride, faith, anti-Sem-

itism, and most significantly, the effects of the October 7th Hamas attack. It’s an 
ambition collection that explores a wide range of contemporary Jewish issues. 
You can dip in and read those essays that most interest you–or read the entire 
thought-provoking collection. You will not be disappointed. 

As always, I would be happy to get your responses or to learn what you have 
been reading. I can be reached by email: sjr@adelphi.edu.

Steve Rubin, Ph.D. has written and lectured extensively both here and abroad 
on issues relating to Jewish culture and literature. He is the editor of, among other 
volumes, Telling and Remembering: A Century of American Jewish Poetry and 
Celebrating the Jewish Holidays: Poems, Stories, Essays. He is professor emeritus 
and former dean at Adelphi University, Garden City, NY. 

Celebrate Jewish Books!  
Support Jewish Authors!
In December, we asked BJV readers to share some of the Jewish books 
that they thought our readers might enjoy. Here are some suggestions that 
Linda Burghardt, journalist and scholar-in-residence at the Holocaust 
Memorial & Tolerance Center (as well as BJV contributor and Federation 
presenter) has for us. Thank you, Linda!

The celebrated poet Muriel Rukeyser once said, “The world is made up not of 
atoms, but of stories.” I have happily found this to be a belief worth holding close, 
and it has made me a devoted reader of fiction. To me, while non-fiction tells us 
facts about the world, fiction gives us truth.

I find this to be especially relevant when it comes to difficult subjects, ones 
that are hard to take in, not only because of a plethora of names and dates and 
statistics, but also because of the emotions they bring up. 

The Holocaust is one such subject. As the child of survivors, I found the idea 
of the Holocaust compelling but nearly impossible to approach. But then I found 
I could do so, as long as I was willing to embrace the characters, settings and 
stories in Holocaust-related fiction.

Here are a few of the books that made this terrible piece of reality knowable 
to me, and let me in to secrets that both enhanced my world and deepened my 
grasp of history.

The Invisible Bridge, by Julie Orringer
From a small Hungarian town to the grand opera 

houses of Budapest and Paris, Andras Levi travels 
through a world about to be lost to the Nazis, as 1937 
opens and a harrowing saga of war unfolds around a 
jewel-box romance. Profound love, familial bonds, and 
deep personal loyalties will be tested as the young 
Jewish student faces the devastation of the Holocaust 
with nothing to shield him but the steadfastness of the 
human heart.

The Enemy Beside Me, by Naomi Ragen
As the head of an organization in Tel Aviv that seeks 

to bring Nazi war criminals to justice, Milia Gottstein 
has dedicated her life to making sure that the voices 
of Holocaust victims will never be silenced. But when 
she brings her work to Lithuania and tries to force the government to admit their 
historic responsibility for annihilating almost their entire Jewish population, 
including her own family, she is confronted with choices that threaten to betray 
all she has achieved. 

Once We Were Brothers, by Ron Balson
A master storyteller, Ron Balson explores a number of critical themes that 

resonate deeply even today. Two boys, once as close as brothers, find themselves 
on opposite sides of the Holocaust, each struggling to survive in whatever way 
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they can. Now, some 60 years later, a wealthy Chicago 
philanthropist is accused of being a former Nazi officer 
by a man who is sure he knows him. Is he right? Is this 
the poor abandoned child his family took in and raised 
as their own, the one who betrayed them all in the end?

Those Who Save Us, by Jenna Blum
When secrets from the past come down through 

the generations as hazy shadows that dim the natural 
light between mothers and daughters, the raw reality of 
an untold war can generate shame instead of love. All 
Trudy has of her silent mother’s story is a single photo 
of the two of them together with a Nazi officer. Will she 
be able to recreate the past and understand what her 
mother had to endure to survive the Holocaust, and 
maybe even forgive her for the way she was raised?

kill each other – though the mode in which this is related is clearly folkloric: In 
several places, one rabbi gives another a withering stare (literally) and reduces 
the target to a “heap of bones” (Berachot 58a, Shabbat 34a, Baba Batra 75a, 
Sanhedrin 100a).

We find rabbis wishing their fellow rabbis to be stung by a scorpion (Bechorot 
31b) and calling their colleagues’ words “vinegar to the teeth and smoke to the 
eyes” (Taanit 4b, Kiddushin 45b). In one case, a rabbi wishes that another will 
grow a horn out of his eye (Shabbat 108a). On Gittin 41a, Rabbi Nachman bar 
Yitzchak sounds more than a little jealous when he smarmishly asks: “Is it 
because Ami is pleasingly handsome that his teachings are not pleasing?” 

What Should We Make of All These Insults?
Were the rabbis simply rude brutes who couldn’t handle conflict? Not at all. 

Throughout the 63 tractates (2,711 pages) that comprise the Babylonian Talmud, 
we see numerous examples of the rabbis treating one another with kindness, 
compassion, deference, reverence, sensitivity, vulnerability and remorse. Like family 
members, they can be both extremely loving and terribly rough with one another.

The Talmud likens public shaming to spilling blood (Baba Metziah 58b) and 
states that one who shames his fellow has no share in the World to Come. Though 
it states these ideals, the Talmud also presents the rabbis not as saints, but as 
fully flawed and human, and more than capable of launching a zinger. A teaching 
from Rabbi Hiyya bar Abba on Kiddushin 30b sums it up nicely: “even a father and 
son or teacher and student who study Torah at the same gate become enemies of 
each other; yet they do not leave from there until they come to love each other.”

Interested readers will enjoy Arthur E. Helft’s delightful collection, Talmudic 
Insults and Curses. My Jewish Learning is part of 70 Faces Media, a not-for-
profit digital media company that aspires to connect as many people as possible to 
all sides of the unfolding Jewish story. Visit myjewishlearning.com for more stories 
and to subscribe to newsletters on a wide variety of Jewish topics.

Talmudic Curses and Insults
Before there was Shakespeare, there were  
some angry rabbis.
By Rachel Scheinerman / My Jewish Learning

The Talmud is one of Judaism’s most sacred books, a sprawling collection of 
rabbinic legal arguments (as well as legends, sayings, biographical anecdotes, 
medical advice, recipes and many other things). On each and every page, the 
rabbis clash over fine points of law or practice or theology. Most of these disagree-
ments are amiable and seen as praiseworthy, disputation l’shem shamayim – for 
the sake of heaven. Every once in a while, though, the rabbis lose their cool.

According to the Talmud itself, the rabbis living in Babylonia were particu-
larly prone to heated exchange. Pesachim 113b: “Three hate each other: Dogs, 
roosters and sorcerers. Some say also prostitutes. And some say also the sages 
in Babylonia.” Despite the rabbis’ best efforts, every now and then a Talmudic 
dispute descends from deferential disagreement to dog fight.

So how did they express their displeasure? The rabbis had no shortage of 
choice expressions. Here are some favorites.

Vinegar son of wine!
On Baba Metzia 83b, we learn that Rabbi Elazar, son of Rabbis Shimon bar 

Yohai, voluntarily advises a law enforcement officer of the ruling empire on the 
best way to catch Jewish thieves. The king is so impressed with his ingenuity, he 
replaces the law enforcement officer with Rabbi Elazar himself. Now Rabbi Elazar 
is in charge of catching Jewish criminals and handing them over to the empire. 
This is seen as a huge betrayal of the Jewish people, who had suffered at the 
hands of these rulers and normally relied on their own internal law enforcement.

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Korha, a colleague of Rabbi Elazar, sends him a with-
ering message about this betrayal: “Vinegar son of wine! How long will you 
inform on the nation of our God to be sentenced to execution?” 

Wine is made from fermenting grapes. A wine that ferments too far becomes 
vinegar – which is less palatable and significantly less valuable. Rabbi Yehoshua 
ben Korha is saying that while Rabbi Elazar’s father, the vaunted scholar and 
mystic Rabbi Shimon bar Yohai, was a fine wine, the son has turned out a sour 
disappointment.

Firstborn of Satan!
One of the greatest rivalries in Jewish law was that between the school of 

Shammai, known for being particularly fastidious, and the school of Hillel, 
known for being more lenient. Though eventually the Hillelites won most of the 
legal arguments, the debate between the two was alive and well for centuries 
after their founders were gone – and it was acrimonious. On Berakhot 11a, Rabbi 
Nahman bar Yitzhak says that one who follows the school of Shammai deserves 
to be put to death.

This intense rivalry even divided families. On Yevamot 16a, Rabbi Dosa ben 
Hyrkanos is under suspicion of being a Shammite. He answers question after 
question to prove that he subscribes to the teachings of Hillel, but one of his ques-
tioners asserts that he has heard a rumor otherwise: “But didn’t they say in your 
name that the halakhah (law) is in accordance with the opinion of Beit Shammai?”

At this, Rabbi Dosa ben Hyrkanos, who must defend his reputation, parries: “Did 
you hear that ‘Dosa ben Hyrkanos’ issued this ruling, or did you hear that it was 
simply stated by ‘ben Harkinas’? … I have a younger brother who is the firstborn of 
Satan. And his name is Yonatan, and he is among the disciples of Shammai.” 

Rabbi Dosa ben Hyrkanos (meaning he is the son of Hyrkanos) insists that he 
is not the ben Hyrkanos who ascribes to the teachings of Shammai, but rather 
it is his brother Yonatan. To emphasize the distance between them, he calls his 
brother “firstborn of Satan.” Which makes Hyrkanos who exactly?

Demented Ostrich!
On Sanhedrin 59b, we encounter a fabulous tale of Rabbi Shimon ben Halafta 

who was walking along, minding his own business, when he ran into some 
hungry lions. Thinking quickly, he uttered a verse from Psalms: “The young 
lions roar for their prey.” (Psalm 104:21) The verse works like a charm (literally) 
and two pieces of meat fall from heaven to satiate the lions. Not only that, but 
the lions are full after eating just one piece of the miraculous meat and Rabbi 
Shimon ben Halafta takes the other with him to enjoy.

Back at the academy, Rabbi Shimon recounts his remarkable adventure and 
then asks his colleagues whether they would deem the heaven-sent meat kosher. 
His colleagues at first respond in unanimous agreement: “Nothing unkosher 
descends from heaven.” Rabbi Shimon is in luck! Not only has he been spared a 
gory death, he now has a choice dinner to prepare. 

But someone in the academy isn’t willing to let the matter rest. Rabbi 
Shimon’s colleague Rabbi Zeira turns to another colleague Rabbi Abbahu and 
asks: “If a piece of meat resembling a donkey (which is not kosher) falls from 
heaven, can it be eaten?” Perhaps because he is not in the mood to split hairs 
over such miracles, an incredulous Rabbi Abbahu spits back: “Demented ostrich! 
They already told you nothing unkosher descends from heaven!”

(Note: Ostrich is a guess. The animal here is a yarud, an unidentified desert 
bird which likely resembles an ostrich.)

Insults Heaped Up
These were just a few examples with particularly colorful phrasing. Throughout 

the Talmud, we see rabbis in heated exchange and the way they handle disagree-
ment is often harsh, even violent. They call one another idiots (Baba Kamma 105b, 
Baba Metzia 20b, etc.), brainless (Yevamot 9a and Menachot 80b), fools (Beitzah 
16a), lacking in sense (Moed Katan 26b), poor learners (Zevachim 2a), lazy (Sukkah 
26b) and zeros (Baba Batra 111a). They frequently accuse one another of sleeping 
through lessons (Yevamot 109b, Bechorot 23b, Niddah 60a, etc.) and cruelly laugh 
at each other (Nazir 42a, Beitzah 38a, Gittin 55b, etc.). They use insults – such 
as “black vessel” (Pesachim 88a) – the full meaning of which is lost on us. (“Black 
vessel” may refer to someone who is dirty or ugly.) 

The rabbis assert their own superior intelligence (Hullin 137b) and supe-
rior ancestry (Baba Metzia 109a). They sneer (Sanhedrin 3b), call one another 
unworthy (Yevamot 95b) and kick each other out of the beit midrash, the house 
of study (Beitzah 12b, Yoma 42a, Berachot 30b). They literally sling mud at each 
other (Shevuot 18b, Pesachim 62b) and sometimes excommunicate one another 
(Menachot 37a). They metaphorically toss ideas and each other in the garbage 
using the phrase “cast on thorns” (Beitzah 29b), curse one another’s children 
(Baba Metzia 108a) and predict one another’s deaths (Pesachim 69a). They even 

CELEBRATE JEWISH BOOKS,
continued from page 18



	 Page 20	 Berkshire Jewish Voice   •   jewishberkshires.org	 February 24 to March 30, 2025

All Ears or Hats Off?
Either way, Purim’s in the pocket
By Carol Goodman Kaufman / Special to the BJV

It’s that time of year again, when we start to use up all our chametz in the 
great pre-Passover purge. And what better way to make use of the flour in our 
cabinets than with a nice big batch of hamantaschen? 

The tradition of eating hamantaschen on Purim didn’t actually take hold 
until the late 18th century, quite a bit after the story in the megillah takes place. 
It probably came about because the German branch of the extended Diaspora 
family enjoyed a particular pastry called “mohntaschen,” or “poppy seed pockets.” 
Our Jewish forebears, always fans of wordplay, decided to turn the pockets into 
triangles, stick Haman’s name on them, and call them “hamantaschen.” 

The choice of the triangular shape for hamantaschen has several explana-
tions. The first is that the triangular shape of the cookie reminds us of Haman’s 
three-cornered hat. I find this a bit laughable. How do we even know what kind 
of hat Haman wore back in ancient Persia? Given the very hot desert sun of the 
place, he probably did wear something to cover his head, but a three-corner 
hat? Wasn’t that the fashionable headgear in Europe in the late 18th century, 
precisely when hamantaschen became a popular Purim treat?

As for the term “pockets,” themselves, some say that the pastries represent 
the greedy Haman’s pockets filled with ill-gotten gains.

But in Israel, of course, these tasty treats go by the name “oznei Haman,” 
or Haman’s ears. Some culinary historians believe that this term refers to the 
custom of cutting off the ears of condemned men before execution. Again, we 
may have a little problem with that interpretation. The megillah tells us that 
Haman and his sons were hanged, their ears presumably intact.

But why would we ever want to eat anything with Haman’s name attached to 
it? Perhaps we do it for the same reason that we make lots of noise to block out 
his name while listening to the megillah. We eat the thing with his name on it to 
demolish it.

Or maybe the reason goes even further back. Haman is said to be a descen-
dant of Amalek, the perfidious people who attacked the most vulnerable 
Israelites in the desert. 

Which brings me to the three commandments related to that dastardly tribe. 
The Book of Devarim (25:17) tells us first to “Remember what Amalek did to 
you on your journey, as you left Egypt” and then not to forget. Finally, the third 
commandment requires an action: “…you shall blot out the memory of Amalek 
from under heaven.” Hence, every time a scribe begins writing a new Torah 
scroll, he or she will write the name Amalek on a strip of parchment, then strike 
it out three times with black ink.

Again, we eat the thing with his name on it to demolish it – then send it into 
the sewer.

The traditional filling for hamantaschen is poppy seed, but other choices 
include prune, apricot, and even chocolate. And while the most common haman-
taschen found in this country are based on a cookie dough (and we all know that 
Adele Goldblum’s (z”l) recipe is tops), the Eastern European version my Bubbie 
made was based on a yeast dough, finished with a sweet glaze. 

Having said all that, I got this new hamantaschen recipe from my friend 
Benita Ross, who got it from her sister-in-law. I think it’s divine.
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Under the name Carolinda Goodman, Carol 
Goodman Kaufman has just published her third picture 
book for young children. Detective Bears and Friends 
introduces readers to the whimsical names that various 
animal groups are called. In addition to her work for chil-
dren, Kaufman also writes under her “real” name about 
food history (including for the Berkshire Jewish Voice). 
Her first novel, The First Murder, is set in the Berkshires. 
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Congregation Ahavath Sholom
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North St., Great Barrington, MA
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Jewish War Veterans
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Gingerbread Hamantaschen

DIRECTIONS:

Beat everything except the lemon 
curd together until dough forms.

Roll dough out onto floured board 
and cut into circles, using a  
large glass.

Fill with 1 teaspoon lemon curd.

Bake at 375 degrees for  
12-15 minutes, rotating trays 
halfway through.

Cool on racks.

Enjoy! (Betcha can't eat just one!)

INGREDIENTS:

¼ tsp black pepper (freshly ground  
if possible)

1 egg
2 sticks butter
1/3 cup molasses
1/3 cup sugar
1 jar lemon curd

2½ cups flour
2 tsp ground ginger
1 tsp cinnamon
1 tsp cocoa powder
½ tsp baking soda
½ tsp allspice
¼ tsp kosher salt

TRAVELING WITH JEWISH TASTE

Haman’s hat or Haman’s ears?
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