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We invite you to join us, Sunday, June 7th 
at 10am | Kol Yisrael, 290 North St, Newburgh 

for our 50th Annual Meeting. We will be 
honoring these special individuals who have 
shown outstanding service in our Synagogues 
and Organizations.  

Jewish Family Services, Orange County: 
TBA 
Kol Yisrael, Newburgh: Steve Licker 
Monroe Hadassah: Maria Rabinowitz   
Monroe Temple Beth-El Sisterhood:  
Vicki Kilanowski 
Monroe Temple Beth-El:  
Paul Joseph & Nina Rubin 
Newburgh Jewish Community Center:  
Sam Ottenhoff  
Temple Beth Jacob, Newburgh: 
Reverend Dr. Mary Lou Baumgartner  
Temple Beth Jacob Sisterhood:  
Stacey Yerger 
 

Temple Beth Shalom, Florida & Monroe  
Temple Beth-El.:  The Mitzvah Moms!  
Loryn Sotsky 
Melissa Kleinman 
Gail Hoffer-Loibl 
Joanna Buckley 
Elizabeth Frederick 
Bethanie Quatrale 
 
(Continued from page 3) 
 

 

 

B’nai Torah Shul, Greenwood Lake:  
Marc Appelbaum & Deniz Appelbaum  
Congregation Agudas Israel, Newburgh: 
Betsy Solomon 

Congregation Beth Hillel/WJCC, Walden: 

Arthur Carroad 

Congregation Eitz Chaim, Monroe:  

David Fromowitz & Judy Ronay  

Jewish Federation of Greater Orange 
County, Past Presidents:  
Harvey Kallus 2019-2022 
Carla Wise 2017-2019 
Leslie Green 2015-2017 
Abbe Distelburger 2013-2015 
Gail Oliver 2011-2013 
Jack Berkowitz 2009-2011 
Steve Rubinsky 2007-2009 
Mark Fink 2005-2007 
Raena Korenman 2003-2005 
Dr. William Cieplinski 2001-2003 
Dr. Joseph Birnbaum z’l 1999-2001 

Jewish Federation, Cont.:  
Mona Rieger 1997-99 
Marsha Sobel 1995-97 
Dr. William Cieplinski 1993-95 
Andrea Dubroff 1991-93 
Richard Levin z’l 1989-91 
Harold Levine z’l 1987-89 
Norman Hecht z’l 1985-87 
Gerald Kreisberg z’l 1983-85 
Jack Slobod 1981-83 
Chuck Mullin z’l 1979-81 
Florence Levine z’l 1977-79 
George Handler z’l 1975-77 
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I recently attended a Shabbat morning service at Monroe Temple Beth El. 
It was one of the final few Shabbat morning services that will occur there, 
as they finalize the sale of their building and begin the process of merging 
with my synagogue, Temple Beth Shalom in Florida, NY. Rabbi Loeb, the 
Rabbi Emeritus of Monroe Temple, was invited to speak during the service. 
(Yes, two Rabbis spoke during one service and somehow, the entire service 
was under two hours! ;) It was a moving event filled with both joy and 
sadness. 

Yet, isn’t that the story of life, especially Jewish life? Full of both joy and 
sadness? To help with the emotions of facing this big, impending change, 
Rabbi Loeb pointed out a line in one of the blessings of the morning, “Praised are you Adonai… In Your 
goodness, You daily renew creation...” He reminded us all that, in effect, change is a natural part of our 
world; we have the opportunity to ‘daily renew creation’. 

It is a difficult time in our modern world. Even before October 7th, 2023, traditional synagogue life was in 
decline. Some communities have seen a slight bump in people wanting to connect during these difficult 
times, but many, many more “secular” Jews don’t see themselves as having a place in the Jewish 
community based in the old model of regularly attending Shabbat services, volunteering to create and run 
programs and events, and paying dues to support something they barely use. Chabad has a slightly 
different model in which those who can, help financially support the community, and the Rabbi, his wife, 
and their family are part spiritual and community leaders and part small business owners. But still, much 
of the financial support often winds up coming from the older generation. We have, as a community, 
perhaps forgotten that all of us, as creations in G-d’s image, can, and perhaps should, be comfortable 
creating something new to sustain Jewish life into the future. 

I’ve told the story before that my mother, who worked for the Union for Reform Judaism (URJ) for 32 
years considered her work to be “saving the Jewish people” by working as the bookkeeper of the Kutz 
Camp and ultimately the comptroller of the URJ. Perhaps it is time for more of us to consider it our jobs to 
save the Jewish people by changing with the times and renewing the creation of community for ourselves 
and for the next generation – l’dor va’dor. 

Are we satisfied with the decline in once thriving communities that have seen the reduction in the 
number of students enrolled in our religious schools from over 500 county-wide twenty years ago to less 
than 60, total, today? Are we satisfied with young adults finding their Jewish connection through 
WhatsApp groups instead of in our existing infrastructure?                                           (Continued on page 6) 

(Continued from page 2) 

Felicia Gell 

Natalie Browne 

Davida Kossar 

Temple Beth Shalom Sisterhood: TBA 

Temple Beth Shalom Men’s Club -  

Jon Gottlieb  

Temple Sinai, Middletown: 

Lester Millman 

 

Help Us Celebrate These Wonderful Volunteers! 
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As I write this, it is Erev Shavuot. In just a few hours, we will be re-living 
Matan Torah, our receiving of the Torah at Sinai. Just a few weeks ago, we 
completed reading the book of Vayikra, Leviticus, with the stark and ominous 
tochacha, the infamous warning which enumerates the curses which will be-
fall us should we not heed the totality of the commandments. 

Somehow, the tochacha and the Ten Statements which we read on Shavuot 
have struck me differently this year. The “Top Ten,” so iconic these days for all 
the wrong reasons, contain at their core a mandate to balance the care with 
which we relate to G-d (first half) with the care with which we relate to each 
other (second half). The bulk of the 613 mitzvot rest upon this foundation. 
Starting with our fundamental beliefs expressed through unique rituals, Torah 
teaches us how to construct a society of caring, ethical norms, instructing and 
guiding civilization in ways which our biblical ancestors could not have con-
ceived on their own. Yet this new way of conceiving of society brings with it an inherent danger—buck 
the norms and make up your own rules, and chaos will ensue. That’s what the tochacha is all about.  
Using shockingly graphic imagery, it describes how our sins will be revisited upon us sevenfold, and all 
that we take for granted or view as sacrosanct in our lives will crumble. 

Imagine that. Stop paying attention to our ritual, ethical, moral, societal, or cultural baselines, and all that 
we hold dear runs the risk of vanishing. A catastrophe of our own making. 

Except we don’t have to imagine it. Watch the news, consume online content, read the papers, and what 
has value these days? Being right and making sure that the whole world knows that the other person is 
wrong. Breaking or rewriting long-held rules, laws, and traditions to benefit one’s self either through 
power and influence, bragging rights, financially, or all three. What gives any of us the right to exploit G-d 
and the “proper” way to pray to the Divine for our own benefit or to the denigration of others? Where in 
the Torah is the mitzva to withhold assistance or aid from those in need so that more money can be 
spent on items or pursuits which only benefit the few lucky ones? And worst of all, when the inevitable 
tragedies do occur—shootings, stabbings, bombings, arson—the narrative is seemingly immediately 
flooded with rhetoric, often untrue or misleading, which exploits the situation for some homiletical  
benefit at the expense of those injured, and too often even before they have had a chance to bury their 
dead. 

We were warned. 

How about this? Once Shavuot is over, and we’ve received the Torah anew, we have roughly a month until 
we begin the spiritual preparations for Tisha B’av, the anniversary of the destruction of the Beit  
Hamikdash (Holy Temple) along with many other calamities our people has endured. The Rabbis teach 
us that the Destruction occurred due to sin’at chinam, baseless hatred toward one another. Let’s take this 
brief period to examine how we act, what we say, how we relate to others, and rededicate ourselves to 
regarding our neighbor as ourselves. Then, once we have practiced tikkun atzmi, self-correction, we can 
turn to the form of tikkun olam most needed these days. We need to rebuild our ritual, cultural, and  
social foundation from the bricks which have been cast asunder through our inaction and callous  
disregard. 

I promise you, the heavy lifting will be much easier if we do it together. 

Rabbi/Hazzan David B. Sislen 
Temple Sinai, Middletown 
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(Continued from page 3) 

Perhaps it is time for us to take a note from that blessing and consciously renew creation for the sake of 
a Jewish future. What will that look like? I don’t know! But perhaps together, through conversation, 
“storming, norming, and performing” (a model for achieving high performance), or “argument for the 
sake of heaven” (Pirkei Avot), we can build a strong bridge to the future for the Orange County, NY Jewish 
community. 

Opportunities abound for your voice to be heard. Contact me if you want to be a part of it.  
 
Wendy Cedar Executive Director  
Director@JewishOrangeNY.org | 845.562.7860 

Tamar Anitai 
Sharon Ball 
Emily Brent 
Wendy Cedar 
Sheila Knopp 
Doris Kossover 
Jessica Lewis 
Gail Oliver 

Susan Panse 
Rowley Family Foundation 
Marjorie Sweet 
Loretta Trinco  
Barbara Wittner  
Jeremy Zweig 
  

We Gratefully Acknowledge Gifts Made To The Jewish Federation Of Greater Orange 
County By The Following Donors* As Tributes for May ‘26: 
 

The following gifs were given in loving memory of Past President Joseph Birnbaum. May his 
Memory be a blessing. 

The following gifs were given in loving memory of Past President Richard “Dick” Levin.  May his 
Memory be a blessing. 

A gift was given to PJ Library, In memory of our beloved mothers by Louise and Dean Scher  

 
Your gifts during the 2026 Hudson Valley Gives Day of Giving were double the gifts from 2025! We 
are so grateful you took the time out of your busy day to support our important work.  
WE THANK YOU! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*We apologize for any misspellings. If  your name does not appear, please check next month’s 
edition of “We Are One.’  

The Crossen-Stolow Family  

Marjorie & David Levinson 

Manny Piazza Family 

Marilyn Scherzer/ Randi & Bob Barlow 

Veronica Soltys  

Andrea & Carl Axelrod 
Barbara Ostrander 

Matthew Prokosch 
Ellen & Joseph Rones  

mailto:Director@JewishOrangeNY.org
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New Training  
Dates TBA:  

Watch our Weekly E-Blast 
for Updates on Thursdays! 

https://jfsorange.org/donate/donate-online
https://jfsorange.org/donate/donate-online
https://jfsorange.org/donate/donate-online
mailto:volunteer@jfsorange.org
mailto:volunteer@jfsorange.org
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Reminiscing With Our Past Presidents  
Dear Officers, Board, Staff and Supporters of the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County:   
 
When I received the card announcing the 50th 
Annual Meeting, I remembered my own 
participation in the leadership of the Federation 
in the early 90s. With the passing of Dick Levin z’l, 
I believe I may be the oldest past president still 
living.  
Memory serves to remind me of many fine people 
from Orange County who also held the position-- 
Florence z’l and Harold Levine z’l, Norman Hecht 
z’l, Bill Cieplinski and more. Numerous board 
members provided the support to bind together 
the small Jewish communities from ten towns and 
villages across a county roughly 60 miles East to 
West and 30 miles North to South.  
Georgia Mason was critical to the functioning of the office. Jewish Family Service 
was created and came to serve all parts of our Federation. Harold Levine’s z’l idea of 
gifting tuition for Jewish summer camp to eligible campers flourished. The needs of 
our county -wide Jewish Federation have not diminished. If anything, the challenges 
have increased.  
I send my greetings and good wishes to all of you who carry on the tradition -- the 
responsibility of caring for and representing the Jewish community of Orange 
County.   
 
Andi Dubroff  
 
Next month we will hear from Past President, Gail Oliver. Stay Tuned! 

https://form.jotform.com/220544248885968?utm_source=web&utm_medium=banner
mailto:office@jewishorangeny.org
https://www.jewishorangeny.org/
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mailto:office@jewishorangeny.org
mailto:MHochhauser@yahoo.com
http://www.jewishorangeny.org
mailto:office@jewishorangeny.org
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Upcoming Dates:  
10:30am-12pm | June 14 | July 12 | August 9 

Meeting in the Children’s Library 

7 PM CLASS DATES ARE:  
JUNE 18 

 
About one hour of reviewing texts from the 
Weekly Torah reading together with Rashi’s 
commentary in a relaxed give and take 
forum. It will take place every other 
Saturday. Led by Lenny/   

In Person at 10am | Next Date: May 30 

GIFT OF LIFE MARROW REGISTRY  
TOGETHER WE ARE HELPING TO SAVE LIVES! 
WOO HOO!! Match #205! It's time for another 

happy dance!! 

Gift of Life Marrow Registry believes every person battling blood cancers, and a hundred 
other diseases, deserves a second chance at life — and we are determined to help make 
it happen. Many of our donors have been found as a result of the swabbing drives we 
have held on local college campuses, in fitness centers, and at festivals and events. 
Visitors to our swabbing tables are able to join the registry on the spot with a quick swipe 
inside their own cheeks with a cotton swab. Every donor who joins the registry has the 
potential to save someone’s life 
If you are available to help out at a donor recruitment drive, even for a couple of 
hours, please contact Sherrill Lazarus smlazarus@yahoo.com | Gail Oliver 
gailao777@aol.com, You can request a swabbing kit at home, www.giftolife.org.   
Upcoming Swabbing Drives:  STAY TUNED! 

mailto:smlazarus@yahoo.com
mailto:gailao777@aol.com
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=r20.rs6.net&t=h.eJxNkUtzokAUhf9KysWsBmgamoZUUYlMFAxoROIDNhSPBkWh5dGKTM1_H9llees75yy--3fCmsvk9WVy7Lpr-yoIDQR80yp8RTqhq_iivb5lOgBiua_FS0TPg-nPiPlhQC0wFne4PZ9X_dxwNtwOQSbXe1r54cMP3PrDkvb5cHuCr4g401rdH6WZB5Y7XxxOPVpsOMf
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Sisterhood Rosh Chodesh 

 
Thursday, June 11 | 6pm 

at the home of Carol Packer 

Sisterhood Book Club  
Thursday, July 23 | 1pm  

Location to be determined. 
Discussion of the book “Two Jews -Three 

Shuls” by Sandra Tankoos.  

JCC Outdoor Shabbat –Friday, August 28 | 5:30pm  
in the rear of the building. Kosher Dairy Dinner, Live Music, 
Shabbat Service & Kids Crafts. $18 per 
person/$10 per child/$50 for family. 

Did you know? 
June 4th is Holocaust Survivor Day. 
Let’s honor and celebrate the 
survivors among us. If you know a 
survivor, give them a call, share an 
extra hug, or take them out for coffee. 
Let them know they are cherished, 
respected, and deeply treasured. 

Share the memories you’ve made with 
the survivors in your life. Send your 
photos to office@jewishorangeny.org 
and please include names. We would 
love to celebrate them too. 

mailto:director@jewishorangeny.org
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0544A5AC2CA1FDC25-63882962-garden#/
mailto:office@jewishorangeny.org
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SAVE T
HE 

DATE!! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc2veUTW7Z7VmOMxj0ojXTcdQdqAyl92u6PzDQzluuVx_A4Lg/viewform?pli=1
https://surpriselake.org/future-families/first-time-experiences/
https://surpriselake.org/future-families/first-time-experiences/
https://givebutter.com/njcc-golfouting2026
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A large number of community members gathered for a powerful and moving 
evening, “Choosing Life: From Survival to Resilience,” featuring October 7 
survivor and Kibbutz Nir Oz resident Barak Morag. The event offered a 
heartfelt opportunity to hear firsthand about courage, faith, and rebuilding 
after unimaginable loss. In his deeply personal presentation, “From the Ashes 
of Kibbutz Nir Oz: A Journey from Loss to Light,” Barak shared his story of 
survival, resilience, and determination in the aftermath of the October 7 
attacks, inspiring the audience with his message of hope and unwavering 
spirit. 

A heartfelt prayer for Israel and for peace 
around the world was led by Federation past 
president and executive committee member 
Abbe Distelburger. "A most memorable but gut-
wrenching community event. To listen to Barak recount how his family 
survived the horrific October 7th terror attack on his Kibbutz, Nir Oz, is 
something I don't think any of us who were there will ever forget,” she 
commented. 
Federation past president Dr. Leslie Green delivered a strong message on 
the importance of educating and advocating 
against antisemitism, highlighting the vital role 

the Jewish Federation plays in strengthening Jewish identity, fostering unity, 
and standing up for the community. 
“Speaking for the Orange County Jewish community was a wonderful 
experience. The people, the atmosphere, and the great sense of welcome I 
received reinforced my passion for this meaningful mission. The large 
turnout of people who came on a weeknight to hear me share my story and 
be there as a support, and the meaningful reactions from them mean the 
world to me, and will send me back home with renewed strength,” said Barak 
about his experience visiting the community. 
The Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County partnered with Chabad of Orange County in the Chabad 
Center in Monroe. The event served as a powerful reminder that even in the face of devastation, faith, 
resilience, and community can help illuminate the path forward, together. 
 

From the Ashes of Kibbutz Nir Oz Recap | May 14 
Photo Credit:  Yael Ceglio Photography 


