[image: image1.png]ESSAY CONTEST




RULES AND GUIDELINES - 2016
The ORANGE COUNTY STOP HATE NOW contest was established to promote tolerance and understanding through education.   This year’s topic uses the abolitionist and civil rights movements to explore issues of moral behavior and highlights those brave individuals who fought against social injustice. Ignorance breeds hatred and discrimination. This essay contest aims to encourage students to reflect on ideas of freedom and equality as a means to bridge the deep racial and cultural divides that still exist in our community.
 Historical Context: Throughout American history, everyday Americans challenged their government and communities to live up to their promises of equality and justice. There have been movements in America to bring about positive social change and expand human rights. These movements include the:
 

· Abolitionist movement,
· Niagara Movement,
· Freedom rides and sit-ins,
· Montgomery bus boycott 
· Freedom Summer Campaign (also known as the Mississippi Summer Campaign) of 1964. 
 

Task: Choose one of the movements listed above. Using at least 3 sources, submit an essay describing the courageous efforts shown by those men and women who risked their lives to speak out against hate, racism and injustice. In addition to relating what you learned from your research into the topic, a successful essay will focus on 
 

1.  The historical circumstances that led to this movement.
 

2.  How this movement attempted to achieve its goals.
 

3.  The impact of this movement on the United States and/or on American society.
 

4.  The term “upstander” is used to describe individuals, groups or nations who, when bearing witness to injustice, decide to do something to prevent these acts from continuing. In your essay explain how you can do your part to be an upstander, and how you believe you can help combat bigotry and hate.
 

This is not a book report. Essay judges are interested in your personal reflections of the events and the individuals you have chosen.

1.  Writers must be residents of Orange County, students in grades 7-12 currently attending public or private or being home schooled.

2.  Maximum word count per essay is 1,000 words for grades 7/8/9, and 1,500 words for grades 10-12. 

3.  All submissions must (1) have a title, (2) be typed, and (3) be double-spaced. Staple the essay entrance form filled out completely to the essay. Do not write your name or the name of your school on your essay.
4.  A minimum of three (3) references must be cited in a bibliography/ works-cited page. Wikipedia does not count as a reference.  Please see our bibliography for a list of references.
5.  Submit your completed entry form along with the essay and mail NO LATER THAN January 31, 2016 to: 

ORANGE COUNTY STOP HATE NOW 

c/o the Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County, NY

292 North Street, 2nd floor

Newburgh, New York 12550

6.  DO NOT plagiarize. 

7.  DO NOT submit more than one entry

Prizes will be awarded at the Annual Holocaust Remembrance Day observance in May of 2016. 

