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A Few Minutes of Your Time: Shaping the Future of Jewish Life in Orange County

Dear Friends,

As we enter the new year, your Federation is working on a new initiative to
gather individual perspectives on the future of Jewish life in Orange County.
Some of us have lived here for many years and have seen a shift in traditional
Jewish institutions. Some of us are relatively new to the area and have not yet
found a “Jewish home” where we feel connected. Others of us are quite
satisfied with the communities we have created for ourselves. We are looking
for input through this new effort to help us better understand what our
community needs or wants, and how we can keep Jewish life here strong for
years to come.

A Message From Wendy Cedar, Executive Director

The first phase of this initiative is to invite everyone connected to Jewish life in Orange County, however close or
distant that connection feels right now, to complete a short survey. It will take about three to four minutes, and your
answers will be confidential and will only be shared in summary form.

The survey will be open toward the end of October and beginning of November. Watch our weekly email and other
emails from us and our synagogue partners for details and the link. Later this fall, we'll also be holding a few small,
informal conversations for anyone who'd like to share more. The survey will include an option to let us know if you're
interested in participating in those sessions.

We hope that you’ll take a few minutes to let us know your thoughts and help shape what comes next.

May we begin the new year by coming together with hope and a positive vision of the future.

Shanah Tovah, 

Wendy Cedar Executive Director 
Director@JewishOrangeNY.org | 845.562.7860

Olive Oil | October 31 | Delivery in December 
Whiskey | October 31 | Delivery in December
Wine (Private Label from Jezreel Valley Winery) March 1 Delivery for Passover
Wine (Avivim- Located on the northern border) March 1 Delivery for Passover

USE PROMO CODE Fed Orange County for a $10 DISCOUNT

Learn More: Jewishorangeny.org | Need Help Ordering? 
Call: 845-562-7860.

Support an Israeli Farmer and Receive From Their Bounty,
Your Own Private-Label: Olive Oil, Kosher Wine or Whisky!Order: Use the QR Code

mailto:Director@Jewishorangeny.org
https://www.jewishorangeny.org/
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The Harold Levine Named Endowment Fund Program
The Harold Levine Endowment Program of the Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County currently has 67 Endowments
with a principle of over $5,000,000. These funds can be established with any amount of money. The interest is reinvested in
the funds until they reach a corpus of $5,000, at which time distributions can be made to named charities.
All endowment funds must designate a minimum of 30% of the interest earned to the Jewish Federation Annual Campaign.
Arrange a confidential meeting to make a charitable gift as part of your estate plan. Call the Federation office 845-562-7860
for more information. Read more here: jewishorangeny.org/donate/endowments 

https://www.jewishorangeny.org/donate/endowments


B’nai Torah Shul | Greenwood Lake

Shemini Atzeret | Simchat Torah 
Friday, October 2 | 6:30PM Hoshana Rabbah
Saturday, October 3

9:30AM Shemini Atzeret | 11:30AM Yizkor
6:30PM Erev Simchat Torah (Dance with the Torah)

Sunday, October 4 | 9:30AM Simchat Torah

Click Here to Register

October
Candle Lighting Schedule

October   2:
October    9:
October    16:
October       23:
October       30:

6:18PM
6:07PM
5:55PM
5:45PM
5:35PM

Congregation Agudas Israel, Newburgh

Shemini Atzeret
Saturday, October 3 | 9AM Morning Service with Yizkor
Erev Simchat Torah 
Friday, October 2   7:30 PM (with TBJ) Service
Simchat Torah
Sunday, October 4

9AM Simchat Torah Service
10AM Hakafot

There is no charge to attend services. However, you must call (845)
562-5604 to have your name, including children, placed on the
reservation list.
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Shemini Atzeret, Simchat Torah Service Schedules and Other Pertinent Info- 
Subject to Change, Please Check with the  Synagogues First.

Beit Kulanu | Florida, NY (formerly Temple Beth Shalom &
Monroe Temple Beth-EL)

Simchat Torah
Friday, October 2 | 7PM 

Please forgive any errors or omissions. 
Please check with your synagogue for the most 
up-to-date details and any schedule changes.

Congregation Eitz Chaim | Monroe
All services will be held at: 11 Stage Road, Monroe, NY
Hoshana Rabbah / Erev Shemini Atzeret
Friday, October 2

Shabbat Candle lighting at 6:18 PM on Friday evening. Light Yahrzeit
candle to have existing flame to light candles the next night. Recite
3 blessings: Shabbat, Yom Tov & Shehecheyanu

Shemini Atzeret
Saturday, October 3rd

 9:00 AM - Shacharit / Musaf and Yizkor services. Eating in the
sukkah is customary, but no sukkot blessings are made.
Candle lighting after 7:17 PM. Recite 2 blessings: Yom Tov &
Shehecheyanu

Simchat Torah
Saturday, October 3rd 

7:00 PM - Mincha / Ma’ariv / Hakafot Dancing with the Torahs
Candles lighting after 7:17 PM with pre-existing flame

Sunday, October 4th
At home, Havdalah. Simchat Torah ends at 7:15 PM

Zoom
All services will also be available via Zoom. The Zoom link can be found
under the “Worship” tab on the Congregation Eitz Chaim website.
eitzchaim-monroe.org/spiritual-life

Temple Beth Jacob, Newburgh

Simchat Torah 
Friday, October 2 

7PM - Yizkor Services
7:30PM - Simchat Torah Celebration with CAI

Saturday, October 4
10AM -Join CAI for a Simchat Torah Celebration

Temple Sinai, Middletown
Erev Shmini Atzeret | Friday, October 2 |  6:30PM |  Ma’ariv
Shmini Atzeret |Saturday,  October 3 | 9AM Shacharit, 7PM Ma’ariv
(Simchat Torah)
Simchat Torah | Sunday, October 4 | 9AM Shacharit

https://bnaitorahgwl.org/highholidays/
https://www.eitzchaim-monroe.org/spiritual-life
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The following	gifts	were	made	in	loving	memory	of	Past	President	Dr.	Joe	Birnbaum	by:
Martin Friedman
Pam and	David	Levine

The following	gifts	were	made	in	loving	memory	of	Dr.	Norman	Goldberger	by:
Ann and Dave	Krawet
Ann and Mark Fink
 Esther Sperber	and	Bruce	Goldberger

We Gratefully Acknowledge Gifts Made To The Jewish Federation Of Greater Orange
County By The Following Donors As Tributes for August and September ‘26: 

Outdoor Shabbat at the Newburgh JCC
August 2026



 

Sisterhood Rosh Chodesh

Thursday, October 15 
6:00PM

﻿
at the home of Susan Notar

Sisterhood Book Club 
 Thursday, November 19 | 1pm

at the temple
Discussion of the book﻿
 “Outwitting History” 

by Aaron Lansky

About one hour of
reviewing texts from
the Weekly Torah

reading together with
Rashi’s commentary
in a relaxed give and
take forum. It will take

place every other
Saturday. Led by

Lenny.

In Person at 
10 am

Next Date: TBA
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JFS Senior Independence Program 

Register for the training or for more information about services
available for older neighbors throughout Orange County 

call | 845.341.1173 or email | volunteer@jfsorange.org 

mailto:volunteer@jfsorange.org


MAKE A DIFFERENCE: DO A MITZVAH & JOIN THE REGISTRY

Ignacio Edenburg is a 50-year-old husband, father, and business owner who is battling
myelofibrosis, a rare form of blood cancer, and is in urgent need of a blood stem cell or bone
marrow transplant in order to survive.

Edenburg, doesn’t have a matching donor in his family, causing him to turn to the community
for support. He is of Jewish, Spanish, and Portuguese descent and his best chance of finding
a match is with someone of similar ancestry. His family is working with Gift of Life Marrow
Registry to test volunteer donors to learn if they are a match for Ignacio or another patient in
need 

To join the Gift of Life registry, donors simply swab the inside 
of their cheek and complete a registration questionnaire. 
Those aged 18 to 40 years old who are in good health 
(the ideal demographic for successful transplants) are 
especially urged to attend and join.

Please stop by to join the registry and help spread the word. 
See the swabbing team schedule above.

If you can't make it, please go to 
www.giftoflife.org to order a swabbing kit.

GIFT OF LIFE MARROW REGISTRYGIFT OF LIFE MARROW REGISTRY  
TOGETHER WE ARE HELPING TO SAVE LIVES! WOO HOO!! Match #277!TOGETHER WE ARE HELPING TO SAVE LIVES! WOO HOO!! Match #277!  

It's time for another happy dance!!It's time for another happy dance!!  

GIFT OF LIFE MARROW REGISTRYGIFT OF LIFE MARROW REGISTRY  
TOGETHER WE ARE HELPING TO SAVE LIVES! WOO HOO!! Match #277!TOGETHER WE ARE HELPING TO SAVE LIVES! WOO HOO!! Match #277!  

It's time for another happy dance!!It's time for another happy dance!!  
Gift of Life Marrow Registry believes every person battling blood cancers, and a hundred other diseases, deserves a second chance
at life — and we are determined to help make it happen. Many of our donors have been found as a result of the swabbing drives we
have held on local college campuses, in fitness centers, and at festivals and events. Visitors to our swabbing tables are able to join
the registry on the spot with a quick swipe inside their own cheeks with a cotton swab. Every donor who joins the registry has the
potential to save someone’s life 
If you are available to help out at a donor recruitment drive, even for a couple of hours, please contact Sherrill Lazarus
smlazarus@yahoo.com | Gail Oliver gailao777@aol.com, You can request a swabbing kit at home, www.giftolife.org. 

Upcoming Swabbing Drives: 
Thursday, October 1 | 11am-3pm | SUNY New Paltz: Main Walkway, 1 Hawk Dr.
 Wednesday, October 7 | 10am-2pm | SUNY Orange: Middletown Campus, Shepard Student Center, 115 South Street
Tuesday, October 13 | 11am – 1:30pm | Mt. St. Mary College Aquinas Hall, 330 Powell Ave, Newburgh
Friday, October 30 | 11am-3pm | SUNY Orange Newburgh Spooktacular: Kaplan Hall, Grand St. Lobby, One Washington
Center, Newburgh
Wednesday, November 18 | 11am-3pm | Vassar College: 124 Raymond Ave, Poughkeepsie
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https://www.giftoflife.org/
mailto:smlazarus@yahoo.com
mailto:gailao777@aol.com
mailto:smlazarus@yahoo.com
mailto:smlazarus@yahoo.com
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=r20.rs6.net&t=h.eJxNkUtzokAUhf9KysWsBmgamoZUUYlMFAxoROIDNhSPBkWh5dGKTM1_H9llees75yy--3fCmsvk9WVy7Lpr-yoIDQR80yp8RTqhq_iivb5lOgBiua_FS0TPg-nPiPlhQC0wFne4PZ9X_dxwNtwOQSbXe1r54cMP3PrDkvb5cHuCr4g401rdH6WZB5Y7XxxOPVpsOMf
mailto:gailao777@aol.com
mailto:gailao777@aol.com
mailto:smlazarus@yahoo.com
http://www.giftolife.org/
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=r20.rs6.net&t=h.eJxNkUtzokAUhf9KysWsBmgamoZUUYlMFAxoROIDNhSPBkWh5dGKTM1_H9llees75yy--3fCmsvk9WVy7Lpr-yoIDQR80yp8RTqhq_iivb5lOgBiua_FS0TPg-nPiPlhQC0wFne4PZ9X_dxwNtwOQSbXe1r54cMP3PrDkvb5cHuCr4g401rdH6WZB5Y7XxxOPVpsOMf
https://shared.outlook.inky.com/link?domain=r20.rs6.net&t=h.eJxNkUtzokAUhf9KysWsBmgamoZUUYlMFAxoROIDNhSPBkWh5dGKTM1_H9llees75yy--3fCmsvk9WVy7Lpr-yoIDQR80yp8RTqhq_iivb5lOgBiua_FS0TPg-nPiPlhQC0wFne4PZ9X_dxwNtwOQSbXe1r54cMP3PrDkvb5cHuCr4g401rdH6WZB5Y7XxxOPVpsOMf
mailto:gailao777@aol.com
mailto:smlazarus@yahoo.com
mailto:smlazarus@yahoo.com
mailto:smlazarus@yahoo.com
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Thursday, October 22
5-7:30 PM
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Upcoming Dates: 
10:30am-12pm | Oct 25

Meeting in the Children’s Library 
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Three years later, the scars of the Hamas terror attacks

continue to be felt by Israelis and Jews and throughout our

communities. This moment reminds us that when hate

targets any community, everyone’s safety, dignity, and

freedom are at risk.  WE REMEMBER.

https://www.destinationisrael.com/programs/volunteer-in-israel
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	Dear Friends,
	As we enter the new year, your Federation is working on a new initiative to gather individual perspectives on the future of Jewish life in Orange County. Some of us have lived here for many years and have seen a shift in traditional Jewish institutions. Some of us are relatively new to the area and have not yet found a “Jewish home” where we feel connected. Others of us are quite satisfied with the communities we have created for ourselves. We are looking for input through this new effort to help us better understand what our community needs or wants, and how we can keep Jewish life here strong for years to come.
	The first phase of this initiative is to invite everyone connected to Jewish life in Orange County, however close or distant that connection feels right now, to complete a short survey. It will take about three to four minutes, and your answers will be confidential and will only be shared in summary form.
	The survey will be open toward the end of October and beginning of November. Watch our weekly email and other emails from us and our synagogue partners for details and the link. Later this fall, we'll also be holding a few small, informal conversations for anyone who'd like to share more. The survey will include an option to let us know if you're interested in participating in those sessions.
	We hope that you’ll take a few minutes to let us know your thoughts and help shape what comes next.
	May we begin the new year by coming together with hope and a positive vision of the future.
	Shanah Tovah,

	Wendy Cedar Executive Director
	Director@JewishOrangeNY.org | 845.562.7860
	Support an Israeli Farmer and Receive From Their Bounty, Your Own Private-Label: Olive Oil, Kosher Wine or Whisky!
	Olive Oil | October 31 | Delivery in December
	Wine (Private Label from Jezreel Valley Winery) March 1 Delivery for Passover
	Wine (Avivim- Located on the northern border) March 1 Delivery for Passover

	USE PROMO CODE Fed Orange County for a $10 DISCOUNT
	Learn More: Jewishorangeny.org | Need Help Ordering?
	Call: 845-562-7860.


	The Harold Levine Named Endowment Fund Program
	The Harold Levine Endowment Program of the Jewish Federation of Greater Orange County currently has 67 Endowments with a principle of over $5,000,000. These funds can be established with any amount of money. The interest is reinvested in the funds until they reach a corpus of $5,000, at which time distributions can be made to named charities.
	All endowment funds must designate a minimum of 30% of the interest earned to the Jewish Federation Annual Campaign. Arrange a confidential meeting to make a charitable gift as part of your estate plan. Call the Federation office 845-562-7860 for more information. Read more here: jewishorangeny.org/donate/endowments

	Temple Sinai, Middletown
	Erev Shmini Atzeret | Friday, October 2 |  6:30PM |  Ma’ariv
	Shmini Atzeret |Saturday,  October 3 | 9AM Shacharit, 7PM Ma’ariv (Simchat Torah)
	Simchat Torah | Sunday, October 4 | 9AM Shacharit
	Shemini Atzeret
	Saturday, October 3 | 9AM Morning Service with Yizkor
	Erev Simchat Torah
	Friday, October 2   7:30 PM (with TBJ) Service
	Simchat Torah
	Sunday, October 4
	Congregation Eitz Chaim | Monroe
	Hoshana Rabbah / Erev Shemini Atzeret
	Simchat Torah
	Saturday, October 3rd
	Zoom


	We Gratefully Acknowledge Gifts Made To The Jewish Federation Of Greater Orange County By The Following Donors As Tributes for August and September ‘26:
	The following gifts were made in loving memory of Past President Dr. Joe Birnbaum by:
	Martin Friedman
	Pam and David Levine

	The following gifts were made in loving memory of Dr. Norman Goldberger by:
	Ann and Dave Krawet
	Ann and Mark Fink
	Esther Sperber and Bruce Goldberger
	Outdoor Shabbat at the Newburgh JCC
	August 2026



	JFS Senior Independence Program
	Register for the training or for more information about services available for older neighbors throughout Orange County
	call | 845.341.1173 or email | volunteer@jfsorange.org
	Sisterhood Book Club
	Thursday, November 19 | 1pm
	at the temple
	Discussion of the book﻿
	“Outwitting History”
	by Aaron Lansky
	Sisterhood Rosh Chodesh
	Thursday, October 15
	6:00PM
	﻿at the home of Susan Notar

	About one hour of reviewing texts from the Weekly Torah reading together with Rashi’s commentary in a relaxed give and take forum. It will take place every other Saturday. Led by Lenny.

	In Person at
	10 am
	Next Date: TBA
	Gift of Life Marrow Registry believes every person battling blood cancers, and a hundred other diseases, deserves a second chance at life — and we are determined to help make it happen. Many of our donors have been found as a result of the swabbing drives we
	have held on local college campuses, in fitness centers, and at festivals and events. Visitors to our swabbing tables are able to join the registry on the spot with a quick swipe inside their own cheeks with a cotton swab. Every donor who joins the registry has the potential to save someone’s life
	If you are available to help out at a donor recruitment drive, even for a couple of hours, please contact Sherrill Lazarus smlazarus@yahoo.com | Gail Oliver gailao777@aol.com, You can request a swabbing kit at home, www.giftolife.org.
	Upcoming Swabbing Drives:
	Thursday, October 1 | 11am-3pm | SUNY New Paltz: Main Walkway, 1 Hawk Dr.
	Wednesday, October 7 | 10am-2pm | SUNY Orange: Middletown Campus, Shepard Student Center, 115 South Street
	Tuesday, October 13 | 11am – 1:30pm | Mt. St. Mary College Aquinas Hall, 330 Powell Ave, Newburgh
	Friday, October 30 | 11am-3pm | SUNY Orange Newburgh Spooktacular: Kaplan Hall, Grand St. Lobby, One Washington Center, Newburgh
	Wednesday, November 18 | 11am-3pm | Vassar College: 124 Raymond Ave, Poughkeepsie
	See the swabbing team schedule above.


	MAKE A DIFFERENCE: DO A MITZVAH & JOIN THE REGISTRY
	Ignacio Edenburg is a 50-year-old husband, father, and business owner who is battling myelofibrosis, a rare form of blood cancer, and is in urgent need of a blood stem cell or bone marrow transplant in order to survive.
	Edenburg, doesn’t have a matching donor in his family, causing him to turn to the community for support. He is of Jewish, Spanish, and Portuguese descent and his best chance of finding a match is with someone of similar ancestry. His family is working with Gift of Life Marrow Registry to test volunteer donors to learn if they are a match for Ignacio or another patient in need
	To join the Gift of Life registry, donors simply swab the inside
	of their cheek and complete a registration questionnaire.
	Those aged 18 to 40 years old who are in good health
	(the ideal demographic for successful transplants) are
	especially urged to attend and join.
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