
UNITED, PROUD, 
STRONGER THAN EVER: 
IT’S WHO WE ARE.
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR LEADERSHIP

THIS IS WHAT IT MEANS TO BE JEWISH—
TO BE THERE WHEN WE’RE NEEDED.

Dear friends,

“I’ve never felt prouder to be Jewish.” These were the words of one community member who joined us at our  
rally on Parliament Hill. And we’ve heard them countless times since. After October 7th—the darkest day for  
the Jewish people since the Holocaust—we united and showed the world exactly what it means to be Jewish.  
It means we’re family, whether we live in Toronto, Sderot, or anywhere else in the world. And it is always worth 
standing up for family.

October 7th changed each of us and our entire world. So many of us were personally connected to someone 
affected in Israel—whether it was a hostage family, an innocent person murdered by Hamas, a family sitting in a 
bomb shelter, or someone serving their country. October 7th also changed the reality of being Jewish in Toronto. 
We’ve all felt the chilling rise of antisemitism in Canada, as antisemites become bolder and more aggressive—
intimidating our community and spreading their hate.

Yet in the face of all this hate and pain, we stood up for what’s right and took action. This is the Toronto Jewish 
community: we bring to bear our strength whenever the Jewish people face crisis. We came together to donate 
millions of dollars in aid to Israelis devastated by conflict. We came together by the tens of thousands to rally and 
encourage our leaders to advocate for the release of the hostages. We sent tons of medical and other supplies 
overseas. While we help Israelis prepare for a long-term recovery, we’re also mounting a strong, community-wide 
response to defend our rights and our security here in Canada. 

And while we responded to crisis, we also continued building this special community—one that takes care of 
those struggling with poverty; one that invests in its youth to build a love of Judaism and of Israel.   
A community defined by Jewish pride, rallying together in times of crisis, and one that doubles down in the face 
of hate. In 2023, it was hard to be Jewish. But in that darkness, our community brought light—saving lives, taking 
up the mission of securing our Jewish future. 

To everyone who gave generously: thank you for taking a stand. We hope this report provides a meaningful 
update on what you’ve achieved this year. This is what it means to be Jewish—to be there when we’re needed. 
This is why we’re proud.

Sincerely,  

Jeffrey Rosenthal 
Chair of the Board 

Adam Minsky 
President & CEO



SUPPORTING OUR 
COMMUNITY:  
IT’S WHAT WE DO.

[THE YOUNG PHILANTHROPISTS OF UJA’S JEWISH TEEN BOARD RAISED FUNDS   
 IN SUPPORT OF OUR PARTNER AGENCY, THE BERNARD BETEL CENTRE.]
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[THE EVENTS OF 2023 DEMONSTRATE]

FIGHTING JEWISH  
POVERTY & IMPROVING 

JEWISH WELL-BEING 
So that community members everywhere can 

feel empowered and enjoy lives filled with 
opportunity and growth.

GROWING 
JEWISH IDENTITY  

& EDUCATION
So that every generation can grow in their 

love and knowledge of Judaism, while 
deepening their commitment to community. 

Jewish Toronto has always depended on the Annual Campaign to keep the foundations of our community strong, and 
rapidly address crises as they emerge. By pooling our resources together as a Jewish community, we can direct dollars to 
where they are most needed—and make the greatest impact. The Annual Campaign is the engine of Jewish life, and the 
way we take care of our local and global Jewish family. Dollars donated to the Annual Campaign are invested in four 
crucial pillars of work:

COUNTERING ANTISEMITISM 
& ENHANCING COMMUNITY  

SECURITY
So that our community can continue 
to live proudly, publicly, and safely as  

Jewish Canadians.

STRENGTHENING 
CONNECTIONS TO ISRAEL & 

EMPOWERING GLOBAL JEWISH 
COMMUNITIES IN NEED

So that Jewish Toronto remains a leader in building 
up the people of Israel and Jews everywhere.

WHY OUR COMMUNITY NEEDS 
THE ANNUAL CAMPAIGN
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HOW WE MAXIMIZE RESULTS

AT UJA, YOUR GIFT GETS MATCHED.

UJA MOVES WITH SPEED AND STRENGTH.

UJA MAKES DECISIONS USING EXPERT COMMUNITY 
PLANNERS AND DATA SCIENTISTS.

UJA HAS UNIQUE REACH ACROSS OUR ENTIRE JEWISH 
COMMUNITY–AT HOME, IN CANADA, ISRAEL, AND 
AROUND THE WORLD.

Through UJA’s work with governments, private foundations, and philanthropists, our investments 
generate leveraged matching funds raised through the Annual Campaign. For every dollar raised,  
an additional 46 cents goes to important causes in the community. 

Within 48 hours of the October 7th attacks, we mobilized 20,000 community members for a 
public show of support for Israel at Mel Lastman Square. Four days later, we raised $50 million 
from more than 5,000 donors, and delivered our first wave of emergency funding to Israel.  
Our response to the crisis in Israel is just one example of how we are ready to move rapidly  
and with decisive force when needed. 

Just as one makes informed decisions in everyday life, the same should apply to philanthropic 
giving. Donations to UJA are allocated based on exclusive community data, ensuring our 
holistic plan to strengthen the community is comprehensive and meticulous, while eliminating 
duplication to maximize the impact and efficiency of our dollars.

Through partnerships, we share best practices and expertise, and tap into the full power of the 
local, national, and global Jewish communities. Here at home, we mobilize the extraordinary 
talent of the Toronto Jewish community. Hundreds of volunteers and lay leaders come together 
and bring their best ideas, the strength of their networks, and their invaluable skills—all for the 
benefit of the Jewish people.

[THE UJA WAY]
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YOUR GIFT TO 
THE ANNUAL 
CAMPAIGN IS THE 
MOST EFFECTIVE 
INVESTMENT IN 
JEWISH STRENGTH.



IN 2023, THE POWER OF YOUR 
GIFT GAVE US THE STRENGTH 
TO FACE ANY CRISIS.
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FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

  31% ($23.5M) 

  27% ($20.6M)

  17% ($13.0M)

  15% ($11.4M)

  10% ($8.1M)

Strengthening Our Relationship with 
Israel and Global Jewry

Growing Jewish Education

Caring for the Jewish Vulnerable

Expanding Access to Jewish Identity-
Building Experiences

Fighting Antisemitism and Enhancing 
Community Security

1 This breakdown reflects UJA’s investments in strategic priorities in fiscal year 2023. It includes unrestricted Annual Campaign allocations, as well as  
  investments from supplementary gifts and campaigns. It does not include funds from UJA’s post-October 7th Emergency Appeal for the People of Israel.
2 $26.547 million in emergency grants have been issued. The full lists of grants can be found on page 30.

UJA Federation’s corporate infrastructure and fundraising expenses represent 12 percent of combined revenues of $188.5 million, inclusive of  
Annual Campaign (unrestricted and restricted), special gifts, capital project donations, Jewish Foundation contributions, and sundry revenue.  
For our complete audited financial statements, visit jewishtoronto.com/financials.

$76.6 MILLION1

$70+ MILLION

[UJA FEDERATION ALLOCATIONS]

RAISED FOR THE ISRAEL EMERGENCY CAMPAIGN 
FOLLOWING THE ATROCITIES OF OCTOBER 7TH.2  

31% 27% 17% 15% 10%

All five priorities are important to 
UJA’s mission of preserving and 
strengthening the quality of Jewish 
life in Toronto, Israel, and around the 
world. These allocations are decided 
based on many factors, including 
matches and grants.
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EXPERIENCES THAT MADE US 
PROUDLY JEWISH THIS YEAR
KICKING OFF UJA’S 2023 
ANNUAL CAMPAIGN
On September 7, 2023, nearly 2,000 community 
members gathered in downtown Toronto to celebrate 
Jewish identity at UJA’s Campaign Launch. The event 
was electric, with a musical performance by Nissim 
Black, standup comedy from Modi, and inspiring stories 
reflecting the diversity of Jewish Toronto. All this was 
done to support UJA’s Annual Campaign and invest in  
the strength of our community.

SUPPORTING HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS
The Holocaust Survivors Support Fund distributed vital 
funds to Circle of Care and Jewish Family and Child 
Service (JF&CS) for initiatives that support the thousands 
of Holocaust survivors in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA). 
Through the Conference on Jewish Material Claims 
Against Germany (Claims Conference), for every dollar 
raised, more than $20 is secured in matching funds to 
care for our survivors.

PREPARING FOR THE FUTURE WITH 
THE JEWISH FOUNDATION
Through the Jewish Foundation of Greater Toronto,  
UJA enhances Jewish life in Toronto, now and for future 
generations. This close relationship led fundholders to grant 
more than $25 million to UJA’s Annual Campaign and special 
initiatives—almost half of their entire distribution total.
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AN EPIC YEAR FOR 
THE LITTLEST VOLUNTEER
This fall, our youngest and most passionate volunteers came together 
to support our community. Thanks to their hard work, 150 welcome 
gifts were created for children arriving from Israel, 100 Hanukkah gifts 
were wrapped for our friends at Kayla’s Children Centre, 500+ hygiene 
and snack kits were built, and much more. This incredible UJA Genesis 
initiative was one for the books!
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ISRAEL GAP YEAR IS LAUNCHED
This year marked the launch of a range of gap year programs, giving 
Canadian high school graduates the chance to immerse themselves 
in Israeli life. From volunteering, to exploring, to interning, there 
were tons of opportunities for young Canadian Jews to strengthen 
their connection to Israel—and discover their Jewish pride—while 
experiencing all the country has to offer.

THE INAUGURATION OF 
THE TORONTO HOLOCAUST MUSEUM
In June 2023, the Toronto Holocaust Museum opened its doors, 
becoming the first space in Ontario dedicated to exploring the 
lessons of the Holocaust and its relevance to contemporary society. 
Since the Museum opened, it has welcomed 50,000 diverse visitors 
from the GTA and beyond. 

Attribution: Vito Amati for the Toronto Holocaust Museum, 2023.

[WHAT MADE US PROUDLY JEWISH THIS YEAR]
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A RECORD-BREAKING WALK WITH ISRAEL
In June 2024, an estimated 50,000 people gathered for our annual 
Walk with Israel. Not only was this our biggest Walk ever—it was the 
largest gathering of Jews and allies in Canada’s history. Together, 
we raised more than $1.2 million for the people of Israel— 
all dedicated to helping Israelis recover and emerge stronger.

MOMENTUM IN OUR DAY SCHOOLS
Funded by a groundbreaking endowment, UJA’s Generations  
Trust Scholarship continued to drive growth in day school 
enrolment. As one promising sign, JK numbers have risen by  
more than 15 percent since 2020. With day school students 
being among our most active youth leaders, our entire  
community is stronger when Jewish education thrives. 

Attribution: Paul Penna Downtown Jewish Day School, 2023.

[WHAT MADE US PROUDLY JEWISH THIS YEAR]
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STRENGTHENING THE 
FOUNDATIONS OF COMMUNITY 
The war in Israel and antisemitism here at home dominated our attention in 2023—

but that doesn’t mean we didn’t continue making progress on other critical issues 

facing our community. Here are five big challenges we faced in 2023 and the work 

we did together to address them.
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VULNERABLE SENIORS

JEWISH POVERTY
NEARLY 26,000 JEWS ACROSS ALL AGES  
ARE LIVING IN POVERTY IN OUR REGION.  

THAT’S NEARLY ONE OUT OF EVERY SEVEN  
JEWS IN THE GTA.

CANADA’S POPULATION IS AGING, AND 
TORONTO’S JEWISH COMMUNITY IS 

OLDER ON AVERAGE. CARING FOR OUR 
SENIORS, ESPECIALLY HOLOCAUST 

SURVIVORS, IS CRITICAL.

In 2023, our partner agencies offered support 
for 1,035 job seekers, 11,650 people living in 
poverty, 836 individuals in need of financial 
assistance, and 3,315 individuals requiring 
mental health services.

Your gift supported the work of our partner 
agencies, who offered critically needed 
assistance to more than 1,700 Holocaust 
survivors. Recipients benefited from more than 
591,000 hours of personal support from social 
workers, 14,016 rides for essential daily needs, 
and 183,086 meals.

In 2023, 1 in 4 children and young adults 
in a Jewish day school received financial 
assistance through UJA. Many young people 
also receive support to attend Jewish 
overnight camps, supplementary schools, 
 and other educational opportunities.

UJA Genesis and its volunteer opportunities 
are a powerful way community members can 
get involved with our community in a hands-on 
way. UJA Genesis mobilized more than 4,000 
volunteers in 2023, with 3,500+ new volunteers 
getting involved after October 7th.

ISRAEL ENGAGEMENT

GETTING INVOLVED

STRENGTHENING JEWISH 
EDUCATION & IDENTITY
GROWING THE JEWISH PRIDE OF OUR YOUTH 

BUILDS UP THE NEXT GENERATION OF 
JEWISH LEADERSHIP. THEY ARE THE FUTURE 

OF JEWISH TORONTO.

AROUND 90 PERCENT OF JEWISH 
TORONTONIANS FEEL ATTACHED TO 

ISRAEL. WE MUST CONTINUE NURTURING 
THIS AFFECTION IN FUTURE GENERATIONS, 

NEVER TAKING IT FOR GRANTED.

In 2023, around 3,000 young Torontonians 
experienced Israel through UJA-supported 
programs, including March of the Living, 
Birthright Israel, Onward Israel, MASA,  
Diller Teen Fellows, and Israel Gap Year.

RESEARCH SHOWS THAT PARTICIPATING 
IN JEWISH ORGANIZATIONS STRENGTHENS 
SOCIAL TIES AND CONNECTEDNESS TO THE 

BROADER JEWISH COMMUNITY.
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IN ISRAEL, OCTOBER 7TH 
WAS A DAY OF PURE EVIL.
IN CANADA, WE RALLIED 
FOR ISRAELIS AND HELPED 
IN ANY WAY WE COULD.



TOGETHER, WE ARE 
UNITING AGAINST A 
RISING TIDE OF HATE.
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IN ISRAEL’S TIME OF GREATEST 
NEED, TORONTO WAS THERE
For the idyllic communities of 
southern Israel, October 7th began 
as a quiet Shabbat during the holiday 
of Shmini Atzeret. What should have 
been a celebration was instead a 
nightmare. There, Hamas’ vicious 
attacks evoked the worst cruelties of 
Jewish history. Almost 1,200 Israelis 
were murdered, thousands wounded, 
countless sexually assaulted, and 
more than 200 abducted into Gaza. 
Israel was suddenly at war.

So began the greatest crisis in 
the Jewish world in generations—
one which summoned the full 
determination and compassion of 
the Jewish people everywhere.  
It was a crisis no one could have 
predicted, but we faced it together 
because of your generosity. This is 
the story of the power of your 2023 
gift in the lives of Israelis devastated 
on October 7th.

SIRENS IN SDEROT
The weekend of October 7th, 
Mayor of Sderot Alon Davidi was 
planning to celebrate his birthday. 

“On Saturday morning, we were 
surprised by the sirens at 6:30 AM,” 
said Davidi in an interview with 
UJA. “It was an unusual barrage, so I 
spoke immediately with our security 

AFTER OCTOBER 7TH, YOUR GIFT MADE POSSIBLE A COMPREHENSIVE 
EMERGENCY RESPONSE FOR ISRAELIS

co-ordinator, Ronen… [he] came 
to pick me up due to reports of 
rockets falling.” Rocket attacks are a 
common occurrence in this city of 
35,000 people, a short walk from 
the Gaza border fence. But there 
was nothing common about what 
was happening. Three thousand 
Hamas terrorists were launching a 
co-ordinated rampage against Israeli 
civilians across the Gaza envelope, 
including in Sderot.

“We received reports from residents 
that there were terrorists in the city, 
and the connection with the police 
station was cut off…with limited 
personnel at the Command Centre, 
we managed the event alone while 
sending messages to the residents 
alerting them to lock themselves 
in their homes. We had already 
received pictures of dead bodies and 
terrorists in the city,” Davidi said.  
The city was devastated. Within 
hours, Mayor Davidi became the 
leader of a displaced people.

In those early hours, our partner 
non-governmental organizations 
(NGOs) across Israel turned to the 
Toronto Jewish community. Through 
UJA, we have supported Israel’s 
most vulnerable communities for 
years to strengthen resilience in the 

face of terrorism. “[UJA’s] support 
was available within hours from the 
time the massacre began…[they] 
provided solutions, not just financial 
support,” Mayor Davidi said.  
In less than a week after October 
7th, our community collectively 
raised $50 million for emergency 
needs. On the Gaza border and 
across Israel, our aid made possible 
thousands of new emergency 
grants to victims of terror, supplied 
first responders with protective 
equipment and emergency kits, 
shared essential supplies for 
refugees, and much more.

REFUGEES IN THEIR  
OWN COUNTRY 
After October 7th, tens of thousands 
of people were scattered across 
Israel. In total, nearly 250,000 
Israelis were living in hotels, the 
homes of generous host families, 
and other places. Their trauma was 
only beginning. 

Direct aid to the victims of Hamas’ 
evil was a top priority. In the 
weeks following the attacks, rapid 
payments were made to more than 
4,000 families victimized by terror 
through The Jewish Agency for 
Israel’s Fund for Victims of Terror, 



“WITHOUT THE RELATIONSHIPS WE HAD ALREADY 
ESTABLISHED IN ISRAEL, OUR COMMUNITY COULD 
NOT HAVE ALLOCATED EMERGENCY FUNDS AS 
QUICKLY AND AS EFFICIENTLY AS WE DID.”

ADIR KOSCHITZKY
Co-Chair, UJA’s Israel & Overseas Committee

UJA Fly-In to Israel, January 2024.

Due to the long-term relationship built over many years, UJA was able to 
immediately determine the needs of our Israeli partners, mobilize donor 
support in Toronto, and direct emergency funds into the hands of those 
most in need within five days.
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supported by UJA. In the first 
weeks alone, funds raised through 
the Toronto Jewish community 
covered the dollars given to 2,000 
of those families.

Working with other partners like 
the HESEG Alumni Association; 
Brothers and Sisters for Israel; 
and Leket, Israel’s National Food 
Bank, millions more went toward 
necessities for evacuees—including 
mattresses, bedding, housewares, 
baby products, food, and other 
essential supplies. We also sent 
a remarkable 42 tons of basic 
supplies, airlifted to Israel from 
Toronto. Every ton was donated 
by generous community members 
through a call-to-action organized 
by UJA Genesis.

Emergency funds were granted 
to evacuate Israelis living with 
disabilities. Through our partner 
Shalva, we helped relocate 1,500 
of these evacuees, along with the 
supplies, medication, and physical 
care they needed. There was also 
an urgent need to find and evacuate 
elderly Israelis living on the Gaza 
border. Through our partner the 
American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee, workers cared for 
vulnerable seniors living within 20 
kilometres of Gaza.

While caring for evacuees’ physical 
needs, it became essential to 
provide mental health care and 
establish a sense of normalcy and 
stability—especially for children. 
This challenge was front of mind 

for Idit Dayan, principal of Gil Rabin 
Elementary School in Sderot. Amid 
her own trauma, Idit needed to 
scramble to get in touch with 585 
students and their families, plus 
staff, make sure they were okay, and 
then organize ongoing schooling 
for these young people who were 
now refugees. Working with UJA, 
Sderot established an entire “pop-
up” education system, outfitting 
dozens of hotels with kindergartens, 
nurseries, and schools. 

“Thanks to [UJA], we were able to 
open a school within 24 hours,” 
said Idit in an interview with UJA. 
Textbooks, notebooks, stationery, 
and more were purchased—every 
material need was met to operate a 
school inside of a hotel.  

“FOR ME PERSONALLY, IT WAS VERY 
HARD. IT’S STILL HARD. I COULDN’T 
LOOK AT MY GRANDCHILDREN…  
I COULDN’T LOOK AT ANY CHILD. 
BECAUSE WE SAW WHAT THOSE 
CHILDREN SUFFERED.”

YOSSI LANDAU
Southern Commander, ZAKA

After October 7th, ZAKA volunteers worked to recover 
the bodies of those murdered, so that they may be 
buried with dignity and in accordance with Jewish 
religious traditions. ZAKA received an emergency grant 
of $500,000 from UJA for much-needed protective gear, 
body bags, and rescue and recovery equipment.

ZAKA volunteers on a recovery mission. Attribution: ZAKA. 
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“Thanks to the co-operation of [UJA], 
our municipal employees were able 
to identify and reach each of the 
youth that were in critical need of 
a space where they could feel safe 
and express themselves, one that 
provides meaning and value,” said 
Gil Chadash, Sderot’s director of 
education, in an interview with UJA.

Talia (age 14), Avia (age 12), and 
Naria (age eight) were three children 
who attended one pop-up school. 
Their mother, Moran, described 
the immense sense of uncertainty 
she and her family have felt since 
fleeing Sderot and arriving at the 
Dead Sea with other evacuees. “The 
key reason we have not left the Dead 
Sea is because of the educational 
space opened here,” she said. “The 
children really connected with the 
students that they had not met prior 
to moving here, and to all of the staff 
and teachers.”

WHAT’S COMING NEXT
For the survivors of October 7th, 
the journey to recovery is far from 
over. Evacuees are living with 
unimaginable trauma. Gil Chadash 
recounts meeting a mother who 
fled Sderot by car, laying her 
children down under the floor of 
the back seat. “When she arrived 
[in Bat Yam], people had to pry 
each finger from the steering wheel, 
because she was so tense,” Gil said. 

“The children will never be the same 
as they were before October 7th.”

But trauma is not a new 
phenomenon for the people Sderot. 
For years, seven out of 10 kids 
here have lived with a form of 
PTSD—among the highest rates in 
the world. “In the last three and 

Temporary preschool in Dror Israel for Kibbutz Be’eri children at Dead Sea hotel.
Attribution: Debbie Cohen, The Jewish Agency

“WHEN I MEET WITH VICTIMS, I ALWAYS SAY 
I’M THE HAND THAT GIVES A HUG FROM THE 
JEWISH COMMUNITIES AROUND THE WORLD.”

AYELET NAHMIAS-VERBIN
Chairperson, The Jewish Agency’s Fund for Victims of Terror.

UJA has long supported the Fund for Victims of Terror, which 
provides financial aid to families devastated by terrorism, often 
within 48 hours. The fund also covers the care needed on the road 
to recovery so that survivors can rebuild their lives. 
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YOUR IMPACT: 
UJA’S EMERGENCY CAMPAIGN FOR THE 
PEOPLE OF ISRAEL*

*See page 30 of this report for a complete breakdown of Emergency Appeal allocations and their impact. 

12,000+ donors to the campaign, more than any other emergency campaign  
in UJA’s history.

$70+ MILLION raised in total.

$26.5+ MILLION invested thus far to meet immediate and emergency needs, 
with the remaining dollars to be allocated for long-term needs as they emerge.

2,000 FAMILIES VICTIMIZED BY TERRORISTS received emergency 
payments in the first week after October 7th, all funded by UJA. This represented 
half of the victim families identified in the aftermath of the attacks.

42 TONS OF MEDICAL SUPPLIES AND ESSENTIAL GOODS  
airlifted to our partners in Israel, all donated by community members through  
UJA Genesis’ emergency drive. 

a half years, together with [UJA], 
we have worked to develop the 
field of Social Emotional Learning 
(SEL) in Sderot,” said Gil. “We 
focus on four muscles that need 
to be strengthened—perseverance, 
regulation, informed decision 
making, and empathy. Working on 
these ‘muscles’ allows both children 
and adults to overcome challenges 
such as the war.”

THERE FOR THE LONG-TERM 
Together we’ve strengthened 
resilience in Israel for years. While 
we’ve bolstered our support in the 
immediate aftermath of October 7th, 
this will be a years-long process of 

renewal. “As the situation evolves, 
we’re evaluating more opportunities 
and trying to plan for the long-term 
recovery. Many of our partners on 
the ground don’t have fully baked 
plans yet, as the war is ongoing and 
the full needs aren’t yet clear,” said 
Berry Meyerowitz, co-chair of UJA’s 
Israel & Overseas Committee. “It’s 
important that our partners in Israel 
know that we’re going to be with 
them for the long-term.”

The first phase of emergency 
allocations was focused on urgent 
needs. The current phase is 
focused on building an enduring 
recovery. The devastating effects 

of the October 7th attacks will be 
felt for many years—and can only 
be addressed through a sustained 
effort. The message UJA heard from 
our partners on the ground was 
clear: they need Toronto to provide 
ongoing support for community 
rehabilitation work that can only 
take place once the war concludes. 

Through your generosity, Israelis 
can be confident that in the Toronto 
Jewish community, they have a 
friend and a partner who will always 
stand by them.
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“WE DIDN’T ASK IF WE COULD HELP...  
WE ASKED WHAT COULD BE DONE AND 
WHERE WE COULD CONTRIBUTE MORE.”

LEORA PRUTSCHI
UJA Reverse ShinShinim 

UJA’s Reverse ShinShinim Year of Service is a unique opportunity 
for high school graduates in the GTA to spend a gap year in the 
community of Eilat-Eilot, volunteering in social services. In late  
2023, Leora and fellow Reverse ShinShinim devoted their time to 
Israeli evacuees—helping kids celebrate birthdays and organizing  
fun activities for them. These programs offered needed moments  
of normalcy and hope amid a terrible situation.

UJA Reverse ShinShinim, Leora Prutschi in Israel. Attribution: Leora Prutschi.



Temporary preschool in Dror Israel for Kibbutz Be’eri children at Dead Sea hotel. Attribution: Debbie Cohen, The Jewish Agency.

Hundreds of Israelis arrived in the 
GTA in the weeks and months that 
followed October 7th, registering for 
support through Jewish Immigrant 
Aid Services (JIAS)—a UJA-funded 
agency. The needs of these Israelis 
were unique and multifaceted. 

JIAS settlement workers organized 
information sessions and helped 
newcomers find temporary housing, 
receive financial aid, and navigate 
other sources of support.

One of these Israeli Canadians was 
Jennifer. Originally from Toronto, she 

had been living in Israel for nearly a 
decade with her two children and 
Israeli husband. An early childhood 
educator, Jennifer ran her own 
business in Israel teaching English to 
children. Everything changed when 
the war started.  

IN TORONTO, ISRAELIS FOUND  
A HOME AWAY FROM HOME
IN 2023, YOUR GIFT HELPED US CARE FOR THE NEWCOMERS WHO NEEDED US

“MY CHILDREN NEEDED TO FEEL SAFE.”

JENNIFER
An Israeli Canadian mother who found normalcy and community in Toronto following October 7th.
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YOUR IMPACT: 

700+ ISRAELIS ARRIVED IN THE GTA and registered 
through Jewish Immigrant Aid Services, a UJA-funded agency. 
They received healthcare, mental health services, temporary 
accommodations, childcare, and education support.

146 ISRAELI STUDENTS temporarily sheltering in  
Toronto were placed in UJA partner day schools.

250 MENTAL HEALTH VOLUNTEERS supported 118 
individuals and 18 organizations, helping community members 
overcome trauma after October 7th.

750 PARENTS received UJA guidance on responding to 
antisemitic incidents at public schools.

CARE PACKAGES, ACTIVITIES, AND OTHER 
SUPPORTS FOR ISRAELI TORONTONIANS, including 
those who have a family member who has returned to Israel.

MORE THAN 100 FAMILIES have hosted Israelis for 
Shabbat via UJA-supported OneTable.

SUPPORTING COMMNUNITY 
MEMBERS AFTER OCTOBER 7TH

“My children and I had a really 
difficult time being in Israel in the 
midst of the war…I thought it would 
be best for us to come here and feel 
a sense of normalcy,” Jen said. “My 
children needed to feel safe.”

Offering Israeli kids safety and 
comfort, as well as education, was 
a priority for UJA. We worked with 
schools and preschools around 
Toronto to find children a place 
where they could continue to learn. 
School-aged children attended day 
school for one month, at no cost to 
the parents. But daycare space was 
harder to find. UJA partnered with 
our JCCs to set up a drop-in daycare 
for Israeli parents and their kids.  
A UJA grant was used to hire an 
early childhood educator for the kids. 
That educator was Jennifer.

“I had such a wonderful experience 
leading the program,” she said. 

“Many families attended the program 
and felt a sense of relief to have 
something structured for their 
children. They also got support  
from JF&CS, Jewish Vocational 
Services, and JIAS, who came twice 
a week to the program.” This is the 
power of the UJA network. At a time 
when they were most vulnerable, 
these families got all the support 
they needed—finding jobs, housing, 
language support, and daycare for 
their kids. Every agency with a role 
to play got involved, all because of 
the impact of your gift.

“The children and families were 
showered with gifts, surprises, and 
so much love from the Jewish 
community,” Jen said. “The Jewish 
community went above and beyond 
with their support…we are so grateful 
to know that we are not alone.”
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STANDING WITH ISRAELIS 
AFTER OCTOBER 7TH

[TIMELINE]

On October 7, 2023, 1,200 people were murdered by Hamas terrorists, the 

deadliest day for Jews since the Holocaust. Thousands were injured, and more 

than 240 were abducted and taken to Gaza. UJA launched the Emergency 

Appeal for the People of Israel, with every dollar raised going to Israelis. Nearly 

15,000 Toronto community members donated for needs in Israel—more than 

any other Jewish community in the world (with the exception of New York City).

[UJA SHINSHINIM SING HATIKVAH AT UJA’S SOLIDARITY RALLY  
 FOR THE HOSTAGES AT CHRISTIE PITS ON NOVEMBER 12, 2023.]
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DECEMBER 4

DECEMBER 22

JAN/FEB 2024

In partnership with CIJA and Jewish Federations 
across the country, UJA organizes Canada’s Rally 
for the Jewish People on Parliament Hill with 
20,000 attendees.

UJA announces a third round of emergency 
allocations to our Israeli partners. By this date, 

more than 30 grants have been allocated to 
first responders, mental health services, and 

support for victims of terror. UJA leads various fly-ins so community leaders 
can visit Israel, bear witness to the atrocities 
of October 7, volunteer with local NGOs, and 
hear about the critical work being done with our 
community’s help.

UJA organizes a rally at the iconic Christie Pits 
Park, where 10,000 community members gathered 

to advocate for the release of the hostages, while 
hearing statements of solidarity from our allies in 

the Ukrainian, Iranian, and Italian communities.

NOVEMBER  12

MARCH 7

JUNE 9

Marking International Women’s Day, UJA holds 
an evening of solidarity to show support for the 

women of Israel, joined by leaders, advocates, 
and community members.

At the 2024 Walk with Israel, 50,000 Jewish 
community members and allies gather to show 
their solidarity with Israelis. It is the largest Walk 
UJA has ever organized.

OCTOBER 9
In a massive and immediate show of support, 
20,000 Toronto Jewish community members and 
allies stand together at a UJA-organized rally for 
Israel and the hostages at Mel Lastman Square.

OCTOBER 13
UJA deploys $10 million in direct aid to 

Israeli organizations at the forefront of the 
emergency—the first wave of millions of 

dollars in aid over the coming weeks. OCTOBER 20
UJA deploys $5 million in a second wave of 
direct aid to our partners in Israel, in response to 
evolving needs and further requests from our on-
the-ground partners.

NOVEMBER 1
The UJA-organized Bring Them Home rally gathers 
thousands of community members to hear from 
hostage families and demand the safe return of 
the hostages.

OCTOBER 22
Approximately 200,000 Israelis are displaced 

from their homes, now living like refugees both in 
Israel and abroad. More than 700 displaced Israelis 

arrived safely in the GTA since October 7th.
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TORONTO’S JEWISH COMMUNITY 
RISES AGAINST ANTISEMITISM
Bomb threats, graffiti, arson, and 
even gunfire overnight at a Jewish 
school. The police data reveals that 
a Jewish community member is now 
five times more likely to experience 
a hate crime in Toronto than in 
New York City. Antisemitism—be 
it on our streets or social media, in 
the workplace or on campus—has 
skyrocketed since October 7th. 

It is the repetition of a terrible pattern: 
whenever terrorism against Israelis 
escalates, Jews everywhere feel the 
sting of intensified hate. But this time 
is different. We’re facing a new reality—
and it’s sadly clear we aren’t returning 
to a pre-October 7th world.

No one organization, program, or 
initiative can adequately address the 
issue of antisemitism. This illustrates 
the power of a gift to UJA—it’s an 
investment in every tool needed to win.

EMPOWERING ACTIVISTS  
AND BUILDING ALLIES 
In times like these, it’s easy to hide. 
But now is the time to be loudly 
and proudly Jewish—and every 
voice counts. Shortly after October 
7th, UJA convened a “command 
centre”-style hub, uniting 10 Jewish 
organizations and volunteers who 
have experience in advocacy and 
politics. This hub ensured a joint 
strategy and ongoing co-ordination 
in order to empower Jewish activists, 

UNITED, WE CHALLENGE HATE AND EMERGE STRONGER,  
EMPOWERED BY YOUR GENEROSITY.

build allies beyond our community, 
and hold antisemites accountable. 

Public opinion research conducted 
by UJA has found that Canadians 
outside the Jewish community 
with a close Jewish friend and/
or colleague are twice as likely 
to oppose antisemitism. That’s 
one reason why so much of our 
work has focused on equipping 
community members as advocates. 
Through training programs, 1,000+ 
Jews in the GTA are able to better 
advocate for themselves in the 
workplace, and 700+ can counter 
antisemitism online.

Community members also needed 
strategic opportunities to make their 
voices heard by leaders and decision-
makers. Together with our national 
partners, we have mobilized more 
than 160,000 community members 
to send more than 700,000 emails to 
elected officials through CIJA’s action 
alert system since October 7th.

Polling we conducted in October 
showed that a majority of Canadians 
recognize that the Palestinian 
protests in Canada are tainted by 
antisemitism. Exposing Canadians 
to this growing hate and extremism 
is crucial in raising awareness and 
building allies. One powerful way 
we have done this is through our 
strategic social media campaign,  

No Room for Terror, which 
documents these hate rallies and 
focuses on Canadian-specific 
content. Its dynamic video 
campaigns are targeted beyond 
our community through digital ads. 
Between October to February alone, 
the campaign generated 22 million 
impressions (the number of times 
the content was seen online) and 
reached 2.6 million individual social 
media users.

LEGAL ACTION  
AGAINST HATE 
Those who spread hate must be 
held accountable—whether by 
police, through the civil courts, or 
by society’s leaders. This is why, as 
a core part of our strategy, we have 
deployed resources post-October 7th 
to go on the offence against those 
who target our community. 

Working with law enforcement—both 
locally and with national agencies—
CIJA has shared research that led 
authorities to make 24 arrests. CIJA’s 
research also led to more than 100 
instances in which Canada Border 
Services Agency blocked a foreign 
national from entering our country 
due to extremism.

In Toronto, more than 200 lawyers 
have come together through CIJA’s 
Legal Task Force to build a powerful, 



“THIS COURAGEOUS 22-YEAR-OLD HAS TAKEN IT UPON  
THEMSELF TO HOLD THIS INSTITUTION TO ACCOUNT.” 

DAVID ROSENFELD
Partner, Koskie Minsky LLP

On April 25th, CIJA announced that their pro bono Legal Task Force was supporting a Toronto 
Metropolitan University student who was suing the school for their action and inaction with respect to 
ongoing and pervasive antisemitism. The Task Force has supported more than 300 community members 
as they face discrimination and hate.

A Jewish student rally held on May 5, 2024. Attribution: Shawn Goldberg.

pro bono legal service dedicated 
to the fight against antisemitism. 
The Legal Task Force has two core 
missions: to empower community 
members to stand up for their 
rights, and to hold accountable 
those who target our community. 
Working across every relevant area 
of law, this group is taking action 
through lawsuits, formal complaints 
to regulatory bodies, and other 
strategic actions. Since October 
7th, the team has assisted more 
than 300 community members—
including teachers, doctors, and 
healthcare professionals. 

Task Force lawyers are also 
supporting Jewish members of the 
Public Service Alliance of Canada 

(PSAC)—the country’s largest federal 
union—by bringing 14 formal 
complaints against the union to the 
Canadian Human Rights Commission. 
In Toronto, Legal Task Force members 
are at the forefront of an ongoing 
lawsuit against Toronto Metropolitan 
University, and represented our 
community in court during the 
successful push for an injunction to 
remove the hateful encampment at 
the University of Toronto.

The Legal Task Force is one 
important example of the short-
term actions we have scaled up to 
combat the rise of antisemitism. But 
the world has changed dramatically 
and there is an urgent need to 
reimagine how our community fights 

antisemitism, not just now but for 
the next decade and beyond.

WHAT COMES NEXT 
This year, UJA is moving forward 
with a bold new strategy to 
transform how our community fights 
antisemitism. We will build the 
programmatic infrastructure needed 
to ensure a strong and sustained 
approach to community security, 
legal advocacy, campus advocacy, 
mobilization of Jewish activists and 
grassroots groups, and engagement 
of allies. Doing so is necessary if we 
are to wage a winning, non-stop 
fight across different fronts—and 
ultimately ensure a secure future for 
our community.



ADVOCACY IN ACTION: 
HOLDING ANTI-ISRAEL 
PROTESTORS ACCOUNTABLE 
Since October 7th, Toronto’s Jewish 
community has been subjected to 
hundreds of anti-Israel protests. 
Some featured thousands of 
protesters, dominating the downtown 
core. Others were smaller, yet just 
as disturbing, particularly those on 
the Avenue Road overpass, towering 
above Highway 401. 

YOUR GIFT MAKES IT POSSIBLE TO STRATEGICALLY PUSH BACK AGAINST HATE

“THIS IS HATEFUL…THIS IS ABOUT DESTRUCTION.”

NOAH SHACK
Vice-President, Countering Antisemitism & Hate, UJA
In an appearance on CBC’s Power & Politics.

Why here, nearly a half-hour 
drive from the Israeli consulate? 
Because this overpass sits in a 
largely Jewish area. It was a clear 
act of intimidation against our 
community, and it would not be 
allowed to stand. In the words of 
Noah Shack, UJA’s vice-president 
for Countering Antisemitism & Hate, 

in an appearance on CBC’s Power & 
Politics: “These protesters are going 
on a bridge in a predominantly 
Jewish neighbourhood chanting 
for Jews to be driven out of Israel, 
calling for the country to be 
destroyed, and with a whole bunch 
of ugly, libelous claims about the 
Jewish people and the State of 

Anti-Israel protestors atop a Highway 400 overpass, summer 2024. Attribution: Provided by an anonymous community member.
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YOUR IMPACT: 
13,000 CHILDREN AND EDUCATORS RECEIVED ADDITIONAL PROTECTION 
THROUGH UJA SECURITY GRANTS TO JEWISH INSTITUTIONS. Sixty-four community 
organizations will receive matching funding from UJA and the provincial government to enhance their 
security infrastructure.

MORE THAN HALF OF ALL JEWS IN THE GTA are consistently reached by UJA Community 
Security’s security alerts, which are used to share urgent and verified information about antisemitic 
incidents and threats to the community.

24 ARRESTS AND MORE THAN 100 INSTANCES IN WHICH INDIVIDUALS WERE 
BLOCKED ENTRY INTO CANADA because of the work being led by CIJA’s research team, which 
has been documenting and exposing acts of antisemitism. Where appropriate, evidence that can enable 
action is shared with law enforcement.

COMMUNITY SECURITY 

Israel. This is hateful…this is about 
destruction.” 

In response, UJA launched a  
co-ordinated advocacy campaign 
with one goal: to end the ongoing 
disruption at Avenue and the 401. 

UJA Community Security had been 
building a relationship with the 
Toronto Police Service for years. 
Through UJA Community Security, 
we communicated directly with 
police, and in turn, updated the 
Jewish community about what we 
were hearing. Because of this trusted 
relationship, UJA was confident in 
voicing the community’s candid 
concerns about how the protests 
were being managed.

At the same time, we realized we 
needed action from the provincial 
government to ban protests on 
highway overpasses. With police 
having to shut down the bridge 
on a near-daily basis due to safety 
reasons, it was clear that an 
overpass should never be the site of 
a demonstration. Together with CIJA, 
we mobilized 8,130 community 
members to email the Government 
of Ontario calling for a provincial ban 
on highway overpass protests. 

As we shone a light on this issue 
and called for action, the situation 
quickly changed. Toronto Police 
Service Chief Myron Demkiw 
announced that protests would 

no longer be permitted on the 
overpass. The demonstrations, 
Toronto police said, “pose a public 
safety threat that has left many in 
the surrounding Jewish community 
feeling intimidated.” Days later, 
when anti-Israel protesters defied 
the order, three were arrested and 
charges were laid. Since then, the 
overpass has remained clear.

This is the impact of advocacy. 
When we use our voices together in 
a thoughtful and strategic way, we 
can make a difference and ensure 
Toronto is a safe place for our Jewish 
community. This advocacy can only 
happen when we invest in it—all 
made possible by your gift.
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UJA’S EMERGENCY 
ALLOCATIONS TO ISRAEL*

*AS OF JULY 1, 2024,

In the wake of the October 7th attacks, UJA launched an Emergency Appeal for the People  

of Israel. Every dollar raised is being directed to NGOs in Israel, working in partnership with our  

team on the ground to identify changing needs and ways we can make the greatest impact.  

Our longstanding partners, including those in the city of Sderot, have made it clear that they need 

Toronto’s support for a long-term recovery. With this in mind, grants are being made in a phased 

approach, with the first wave of funding dedicated to urgent needs and subsequent phases 

focusing on recovery and rebuilding in southern Israel as conditions permit.

$26.547 MILLION
IN EMERGENCY GRANTS HAVE BEEN ISSUED.
For transparency, the full list of grants may be found in the pages to follow.
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PARTNERSHIP WITH SDEROT FOR LONG-TERM 
RECOVERY. $1 million over three years (via The Jewish 
Agency) to create and fund initiatives to support the 
rehabilitation of Sderot. Through this effort, Toronto will 
play a key role in a global partnership between Diaspora 
communities and specific Israeli towns and villages 
devastated by the October 7th attacks.

STRENGTHENING MENTAL HEALTH 
INFRASTRUCTURE FOR THE CHILDREN OF SDEROT. 
$872,350 (in partnership with Israel’s Ministry of 
Education, the Sderot Municipality, and the government’s 
Tkuma Administration) to provide new mental health and 
trauma supports for students in Sderot’s schools. We will 
create 20 new therapeutic spaces where students will 
have access to therapists and healing activities that will 
help them build resilience and overcome trauma.

EMERGENCY PURCHASES OF FOOD, BABY 
PRODUCTS, AND MEDICAL EQUIPMENT FOR 
EVACUATED ISRAELIS. $250,000 (via Brothers 
and Sisters for Israel) and $500,000 (via Leket, Israel’s 
National Food Bank) to provide urgently needed food and 
essentials for evacuees from Gaza border communities 
now located in the Eilot/Eilat area.

PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT AND EMERGENCY KITS 
FOR FIRST RESPONDERS. $175,000 (in partnership 
with the City of Sderot) and $500,000 (via Magen David 
Adom) for trauma medical kits, as well as helmets and 
armour-plated vests to protect from rockets and other 
attacks, to be used by paramedics, social workers, and 
resilience staff.

EVACUATION OF ISRAELIS LIVING WITH 
DISABILITIES FROM COMMUNITIES NEAR GAZA. 
$660,000 (via Shalva) to help with the relocation of 1,500 
evacuees with special needs, providing essential supplies, 
medication, clothing, and physical and emotional care.

AIRLIFT OF DONATED MEDICAL SUPPLIES 
AND OTHER ESSENTIAL GOODS. $630,000 (via 
UJA Federation) to airlift approximately 42 tons of 
basic medical supplies and essentials donated by our 
community through UJA Genesis’ emergency drive.

DIRECT AID TO VICTIMS OF TERRORISM AND 
TRAUMATIZED COMMUNITIES. $4 million (via The 
Jewish Agency for Israel) to provide rapid payments to 
thousands of families victimized by terror. In addition, 
$1.5 million (in partnership with the City of Sderot) will 
assist 1,000 vulnerable families who are traumatized in 
our devastated partner city. 

HUMANITARIAN AID FOR ISRAELIS SHELTERING 
ACROSS THE COUNTRY. $2.9 million (in partnership 
with the HESEG Alumni Association) to distribute 
necessities for the tens of thousands of Israelis who 
have been evacuated from Gaza border areas and are 
being housed in private homes or community facilities 
elsewhere. With many traumatized and having fled 
their homes with very little, having access to mattresses, 
bedding, housewares, and essential supplies will enable 
them to shelter with some comfort and normalcy

TRAUMA AND EMOTIONAL FIRST AID.  
$2.75 million (via Sderot Resilience Center) to fund 
mental health professionals to provide emergency 
support for devastated residents.

CRITICAL SERVICES FOR EVACUEES FROM SDEROT 
AND OTHER ISRAELI COMMUNITIES NEAR GAZA.  
$1.5 million (via The Jewish Agency) to provide a range of 
urgent services for those who have taken shelter in Israel’s 
southernmost regions far from Gaza. This includes mental 
health supports, schooling for children, medical services, 
and community and social programs for evacuees. With 
60,000+ sheltering in host communities in the far south, 
the daily needs are far beyond the local capacity.

REVOLUTIONIZING ISRAEL’S MENTAL HEALTH 
SYSTEM FOR THE LONG TERM. $1.3 million (in 
partnership with the Jewish Federations of Chicago and 
Houston, Jewish Federations of North America, and 
Israel’s Ministry of Health) to establish 16 intensive 
mental healthcare intervention centres across the country 
for patients in need. The centres will be staffed by 
professional therapy teams specializing in a wide range 
of treatments for those suffering from trauma, including 
evacuees and terror victims.
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ESSENTIAL SUPPLIES FOR ISRAELIS FROM THE 
GAZA BORDER AREA SHELTERING IN HOST 
COMMUNITIES. $500,000 (in partnership with the Eilot 
Regional Council) to fund water, food, clothing, medicine, 
baby products, generators, and other needed supplies for 
those evacuated from the war zone.

EQUIPMENT TO AID IN THE RECOVERY, 
IDENTIFICATION, AND BURIAL OF VICTIM.  
$500,000 (via ZAKA) for protective gear, body bags, and 
rescue and recovery equipment for the process of ensuring 
those murdered in terror attacks can receive a proper 
burial. Since the Hamas attacks, ZAKA volunteers have 
recovered hundreds of bodies under horrific conditions.

LIFE-SAVING EMERGENCY SUPPLIES FOR 
EMERGENCY MEDICS. $500,000 (via United Hatzalah) 
for vital items, such as trauma first-aid kits, tourniquets, 
defibrillators, and protective gear. United Hatzalah is a 
volunteer emergency medical service, with many of their 
6,500 medics across Israel serving as first responders and 
saving lives throughout the recent attacks.

ASSISTANCE FOR ELDERLY ISRAELIS LIVING IN 
ISOLATION UNDER ROCKET FIRE. $500,000 (via the 
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee) to provide 
community workers who locate and care for vulnerable 
seniors living within 20 km of Gaza. This ensures those 
who are isolated and lacking other sources of aid receive 
continual check-ins, emotional support, and access to 
essential services.

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT FOR ADVANCED, 
EMERGENCY TREATMENT. $500,000 (via Sourasky 
Medical Center—Ichilov) to support treatment for wounded 
Israelis. As one of Israel’s most advanced hospitals, Ichilov 
receives patients who require complex surgeries—combined 
with trauma psychological care—and have been transferred 
from smaller hospitals in southern Israel.

SUMMER CAMP FOR THE YOUTH OF SDEROT. 
$500,000 (via Summer Camps Israel) to enable 1,000 
children and teens from this traumatized city to participate 
in a ten-day, overnight summer camp program. Summer 
Camps Israel has a unique connection to our community, 
having been established by the Morris and Rosalind 
Goodman Family Foundation—a Canadian organization.

Young evacuees enjoy recreational time at Shalva’s Sports Center. Attribution: Shalva.

[ISRAEL EMERGENCY ALLOCATIONS]
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TRAUMA AND PSYCHOLOGICAL TRAINING FOR 
FRONTLINE WORKERS. $500,000 (via the American 
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee) to equip social 
workers, teachers, caregivers, and medical staff to 
provide trauma relief and psychological support to those 
who are acutely at-risk.

ASSISTANCE TO VULNERABLE HOLOCAUST 
SURVIVORS AND OTHER SENIORS IN AREAS 
THREATENED BY ROCKET FIRE. $445,000 (via 
Amigour) for aid workers to provide direct support to 
this uniquely at-risk population, including through food 
packages, check-ins from professional staff, respite 
programs, and psychological counselling.

SUPPORTING THE NEEDS OF DISPLACED 
RESIDENTS. $400,000 (via United Israel Appeal—
Canada in partnership with The Jewish Agency) for 
essential supplies and services for residents of Sderot 
and the Gaza border region who are now sheltering in 
Eilat/Eilot and Bat Yam. As the war continues, the needs 
of evacuees continue to grow. These funds will help 
evacuees access the full range of supports needed, such as 
educational and social programs, as well as mental health 
and employment services. It will also support the purchase 
of school supplies and laptops needed for school or work.

EDUCATION FOR DISPLACED TEENS. $400,000 
(via Unistream) for the development of the Safe Haven 
Complex, which offers interactive stations with AI and 
science programming to engage youth from the Gaza 
border region currently sheltering elsewhere in the country.

REHABILITATION FOR THE INJURED. $400,000 (via 
Beit HaLochem) to provide services such as hydrotherapy, 
physiotherapy, therapeutic devices, specialized sports 
equipment, and programming for those wounded in acts of 
terrorism or recovering from wounds post-military discharge.

POST-TRAUMA SUPPORT FOR VICTIMS OF TERROR. 
$400,000 (via One Family Fund) to operate support 
groups for victims of terror, providing personalized 
therapy and daily psychological assistance for those who 
have experienced unimaginable trauma. 

PSYCHIATRIC SERVICES FOR SDEROT TEENS. 
$350,000 (via HealthyMind in partnership with the 
Sderot Resilience Center) to provide free psychiatric 
support to 300 local teens struggling with anxiety, 
depression, and PTSD.

NECESSITIES FOR AT-RISK FAMILIES. $324,000 (via 
Latet) to provide kits of food and other winter supplies 
for 4,000 vulnerable families affected by the war.

RECOVERY PLANNING FOR DEVASTATED GAZA 
BORDER COMMUNITIES. $275,000 (via the 
Western Negev Cluster) to support mid- and long-term 
rehabilitation efforts, which are essential to enabling 
residents to return to these communities with confidence 
in their future.

FINANCIAL AID FOR FAMILIES OF HOSTAGES. 
$250,000 (via the Hostages and Missing Families Forum) 
to provide 46 families of hostages with one month of 
financial aid, as many are currently unable to work and 
are fully focused on global advocacy efforts to secure the 
release of their loved ones.

TRANSITIONAL EDUCATION FOR EVACUATED 
CHILDREN. $216,000 (via IsraAID) to operate a 
transitional learning centre for evacuated students 
from the Gaza border region, ensuring educational and 
psychological care for this highly vulnerable population.

United Hatzalah rescue and recovery efforts. Attribution: United Hatzalah.

[ISRAEL EMERGENCY ALLOCATIONS]
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FOOD RELIEF FOR VULNERABLE ISRAELIS. 
$200,000 (via Jerusalem Food Rescue) to scale up its 
capacity to rescue surplus food from local vendors and 
distribute it to families struggling with food insecurity. 
This investment will enable Jerusalem Food Rescue 
to distribute, on a weekly basis, at least nine tons of 
produce that would otherwise be thrown out.

VETERAN-TO-VETERAN SUPPORT AND RECOVERY 
ASSISTANCE. $200,000 (via Brothers for Life) to 
provide critical medical support to wounded Israelis who 
have been discharged from military service, including 
medical devices, PTSD counselling, and mentorship.

TECHNOLOGY TO ASSIST RESILIENCE CENTRES TO 
COPE WITH THE MASSIVE GROWTH IN CLIENTS. 
$200,000 (via Hilma) to develop technology to allow 
clients to be automatically matched to services based 
on their unique needs. With the Eshkol Regional Council 
Resilience Center alone seeing an increase from 1,200 
patients to 17,000 requests for help, this technology will 
be instrumental locally and nationally in ensuring those 
who need mental health first aid are able to access it quickly.

ADDICTIONS AND MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT. 
$150,000 (via the Israel Centre of Addition) to provide 
mental health services for vulnerable Israelis—with 
a focus on PTSD, anxiety, addictions, and trauma—
including a hotline and emergency psychological aid.

ADVOCACY FOR THE RETURN OF HOSTAGES. 
$150,000 (via the Raoul Wallenberg Centre in 
partnership with the Hostage and Missing Families 
Forum) to support the efforts of affected families to raise 
awareness about the hostages around the world.

EMERGENCY AID FOR YOUNG LEADERS 
WHO WERE BASED IN THE GAZA BORDER 
COMMUNITIES OF KIBBUTZ SUFA AND KIBBUTZ 
NIR OZ. $150,000 (via Kedma) for trauma counselling, 
grants for urgent needs, and other essential supports 
for a cohort of young adults who were serving these 
communities as part of the Kedma program, and have 
evacuated with virtually nothing. Like many Israeli villages 
along the Gaza border, Sufa and Nir Oz were targeted by 
Hamas terrorists for widespread massacre and destruction.

[ISRAEL EMERGENCY ALLOCATIONS]

Volunteers packing emergency food boxes at Latet. Attribution: Latet, Yakir Amos.
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THANK YOU
FOR YOUR STRENGTH  
AND YOUR SUPPORT.

IT MATTERS MORE 
THAN EVER.



| IMPACT 2023/202436

WE SUPPORT AND STRENGTHEN 100+ 
AFFILIATED SCHOOLS AND AGENCIES 

*Partner does not denote a legal partner relationship. Agency or Agencies does not denote a legal agency or relationship.
**Funds raised for Israel and overseas needs are allocated to United Israel Appeal Canada, for which authorized organizations deliver services.

AFFILIATED SCHOOLS & CAMPS

Ashkenaz Foundation
Bernard Betel Centre for Creative Living
Beth Chabad Israeli Community Centre 
B’nai B’rith Youth Organization (BBYO)
Circle of Care
Harold Green Jewish Theatre Company          
Hillel Ontario
Jewish Addiction Community Services

(JACS) Toronto
Jewish Family and Child Service of 

Greater Toronto (JF&CS)
Jewish Free Loan Toronto
Jewish Moroccan Community of Toronto
Jewish Russian Community Centre (JRCC)
Jewish Immigrant Aid Services (JIAS) Toronto
Jewish Vocational Services (JVS) Toronto
Kayla’s Children Centre (KCC)
Kehilla Residential Programme
Koffler Arts
Limmud FSU
Miles Nadal Jewish Community Centre
Prosserman Jewish Community Centre
RAJET Ameinu 
Reena
Schwartz/Reisman Centre                                                                   
Toronto Hebrew Memorial Parks
Toronto Jewish Film Foundation
Tzofim – Israeli Scouts Toronto 

JEWISH EDUCATION, TORONTO
Julia and Henry Koschitzky Centre 

for Jewish Education
David & Syma Forberg Media Centre  
 
UJA FEDERATION OF GREATER TORONTO
Committee for Yiddish
Diller Teen Fellows Program
Jewish Foundation of Greater Toronto
Kultura Collective
Ontario Jewish Archives

(Blankenstein Family Heritage Centre) 
PJ Library 
Silber Family Centre for Jewish Camping 
Toronto Holocaust Museum
UJA Israel Engagement ShinShinim Program

NATIONAL – IN ALLIANCE WITH UNITED  
ISRAEL APPEAL CANADA - UIA**
Birthright Israel
Canada Israel Experience 
Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA)
Hillels across Canada
March of the Living
 
 
 
 

ISRAEL & OVERSEAS – IN ALLIANCE WITH 
JEWISH FEDERATIONS OF CANADA - UIA
American Jewish Joint Distribution 

Committee (JDC)
Jewish Agency for Israel (The Jewish Agency)
Keren Hayesod
Masa Israel
 
ISRAEL & OVERSEAS PARTNERS
Bat Yam Municipality
Eliat Municipality
Eilot Regional Council
HaGal Sheli  
Jaffa Institute
Maoz
Mosaic/Shalom Corps
Onward Israel
Pitchon Lev
Rashi Foundation
Sderot Municipality
Talma

DAY SCHOOLS
Associated Hebrew Schools
Bialik Hebrew Day School
Eitz Chaim Schools
Montessori Jewish Day School
Netivot HaTorah Day School
Paul Penna Downtown Jewish Day School
Robbins Hebrew Academy 
The Joe Dwek Ohr HaEmet Sephardic School
The Leo Baeck Day School
The Toronto Heschel School

HIGH SCHOOLS
TanenbaumCHAT
Tiferes Bais Yaakov
Ulpanat Orot Girls’ School (B’nei Akiva)
Yeshiva Darchei Torah
Yeshivat Or Chaim (B’nei Akiva)

SUPPLEMENTARY SCHOOLS
Adath Israel Congregational School
Adraba High School
Ahavat Yisrael Hebrew School   
Beit Rayim Hebrew School      
Bet Sefer Solel 

Beth David Hebrew School 
Beth Radom Congregation Hebrew School  
Beth Sholom Hebrew School
Beth Tzedec Congregational School
CHAI Hebrew School
City Shul School
Danforth Jewish Circle 
Darchei Noam Hebrew School
Downtown Jewish Community School
Holy Blossom Temple Religious School
Jewish Heritage School at Beth Habonim
J.Roots Supplementary Hebrew School
JRCC Hebrew School 
Kachol-Lavan - The Centre for Hebrew & 

Israel Studies
Kol Ami Religious School 
Makom Afterschool                       
Oraynu Children’s School 
Shaarei-Beth El Religious School      
Shoresh Outdoor School                                                                         
Temple Har Zion Religious School
Temple Sinai Religious School 
The Centre for Jewish Living and 

Learning @ Temple Emanu-El
Torah High

CAMPS
B’nai Brith Camp (Kenora)
Camp Agudah
Camp B’nai Brith of Ottawa 
Camp Gan Israel Toronto 
Camp Gesher 
Camp Kadimah in Halifax 
Camp Kinneret-Biluim
Camp Lubavitch
Camp Massad (Manitoba)
Camp Massad (Montreal)
Camp Moshava Ennismore 
Camp Northland B’nai Brith
Camp Ramah in Canada 
Camp Shalom 
Camp Shomria 
Camp Shoresh
Camp Solelim 
J.Academy Camp 
Machaneh Lev
MNJCC JCamp
Moshava Ba’ir Toronto 
The Jack and Pat Kay Centre Camp
URJ Camp George

UJA FEDERATION PARTNER AGENCIES*, PROGRAMS, AND DEPARTMENTS
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THANK YOU TO OUR CORPORATE PARTNERS 
FOR THEIR GENEROSITY & SUPPORT
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