


Volunteers of the Year – Anything but Random!

“Olam Chesed Yiboneh”- “The world will be built 
through kindness.” (Tehillim 89).

This is not just hyperbole, but a description of the Jewish 
view on life. We are charged to behave b’tzelem Elohim, 
to follow G-d’s lead in all we do. Just as G-d built this world 
out of kindness, not necessity, so too must we. Those 
special people who take every opportunity to pursue acts 
of chesed and volunteer their time, skill and energy to help 
improve institutions and more importantly, the lives of the 
constituents which those organizations look to impact, 

are actually building worlds! And this is not something to take lightly.

As such, I do not subscribe to the concept of “random acts of kindness.” While 
on the surface it might sound wonderful, in reality, anything we do that really 
matters should never be done randomly. If one’s pursuit in life is business, one 
spends years perfecting his business acumen and invests inordinate amounts 

of time in work. An athlete aligns what she eats, her practice schedule and even 
her sleep patterns in order to excel in her sport. Musical virtuosos won’t just fit in 
practice when they have time or are in the mood, but will regiment their lives to be 
in concert with their goals. 

So too our volunteers. These outstanding individuals are outstanding precisely 
because their volunteerism and acts of chesed are anything but random. They 
have been chosen because their outlook on life is about proper priorities. They 
don’t place work first and only randomly try to fit in a few good things for our 
community and our people in their spare time. Rather, they realize that the 
value of their time is measured by what they contribute to others, and that they 
need to go to work on the side to ensure that they can still make a living. Work is 
complementary to their acts of chesed. 

For that reason, they truly embody the charge for imitatio dei! May they be granted 
with all that they need to keep doing the important work they do and continue 
building worlds! 
Rabbi Rafi Lipner, Rabbi of Shaarei Tefillah and Executive Director of  the House.

Volunteers are Critically Needed  
and Appreciated!
We have only been in this job a few months but have already 
seen the overwhelming desire of our community to be 
counted and to give. The positive response received when 
we solicit volunteers to participate and canvass for United 
Jewish Appeal’s Centennial Campaign has been so generous 
and inspiring. The wonderful and capable work of Federation 
and agency professionals is augmented with the energetic 
and loving efforts of volunteers. 
UJA Federation unites Jewish Toronto. It is where we all help 
and are helped, give and receive, mentor and apprentice. It 
is where the community combines its collective strengths 
to fulfill its important needs and aspirations. We galvanize 
the community to care for the vulnerable, maintain a 
leadership role in Jewish education, forge connections 
with Israel, advocate on behalf of Israel and the Jewish 
People, and inspire future generations to embrace Jewish 
life. This agenda can only be realized with the meaningful 
contribution of our talented and dedicated volunteers. 

If you have already enlisted, thank you. If you have not, please 
do. We need you. It is our Centennial Campaign and that 
means we have a one-hundred-year history of strengthening 
the quality of Jewish life in Canada, Israel and around the 
world. Volunteerism is part of the bedrock of our success. 
Please consider devoting 1, 10 or 100 hours of your time to 
UJA Telethons, the Walk with Israel, Campaign or one of our 
UJA Federation’s 100-plus community beneficiary agencies. 
If you are interested in investing your time and skills to help 
our community, please visit jewishtoronto.com/volunteer, fill 
out the form and one of our UJA professional staff will get in 
touch with you. 
We are not obligated to complete the work but neither are we 
free to abandon it - Rabbi Tarfon

Thank you and we look forward to working with you. 

Michael Buckstein  and  Glennie Lindenberg 
Chairs, Centennial Annual Campaign

As Jewish Toronto continues to grow and flourish, it is vital that we acknowledge 
the efforts of the volunteers who contribute each and every day to our community.

In the pages that follow, you will learn about some of Jewish Toronto’s most 
altruistic and passionate members, all of whom give of their time and use 
their unique talents to help UJA Federation in supporting our most vulnerable, 
advocating for Israel, and promoting Jewish education and identity.

A community as wonderful and united as Jewish Toronto doesn’t simply 
“happen”. It is through the efforts of these unique individuals who work to ensure 
that our community maintains its position as one of the strongest in the Diaspora, 
providing our children – the future leaders of our community – with the necessary 
tools to live full and proud Jewish lives.

We hope that you enjoy this volunteer supplement and that by reading its stories 
you too will be inspired to join the ranks of the volunteers who day after day, year 
after year, add so much to the fabric of our wonderful community. 

Our new state-of-the-art website, which was launched in 2015 featuring our 
community’s best and brightest volunteers, will once  again be used to honour the 
heroes of our community, and allow both volunteers and organizations to share 
the good news of their nominations with friends and family around the world! 

www.jewishtoronto.com/volunteers

Thank you!

Sincerely,

UJA’s Teen Leaders deliver the light of Chanukah to Seniors 
Thursday, June 9, 2016 UJA Federation: Helping each other build community.
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