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Babylonian Talmud, Pesachim 88a 
 

רִיבוּ לֵיהּ טִירְּ  א, קָּ דִיתָּ בְּ פוּמְּ לַע לְּ א אִיקְּ ה. עוּלָּ קוּ בַתוֹרָּ יעַַסְּ רִים וְּ מָּ לוּ תְּ ֹּאכְּ י דֵי שֶׁ מַר: כְּ א אָּ הוּ:  יָּנָּא עוּלָּ רֵי. אֲמַר לְּ תַמְּ דְּ
א עָּ  אֵי לָּ לָּ זוּזָּא, וּבַבְּ א בְּ שָּ דוּבְּ לָּא צַנָּא דְּ זוּזָּא. אֲמַר: מְּ לָּת בְּ זוּזָּא? אֲמַרוּ לֵיהּ: תְּ נֵי בְּ ה כִי הָּ יָּא  כַמָּ לֵילְּ א.בְּ יתָּ יְּ אוֹרָּ קִי בְּ סְּ

ל, וּבַבְּ  בֶׁ בָּ זוּזָּא בְּ א בְּ מוֹתָּ א דְּ א צַנָּא סַמָּ לָּ מַר: מְּ א.צַעֲרוּהוּ. אָּ יתָּ יְּ אוֹרָּ קִי בְּ סְּ אֵי עָּ  לָּ
 
Ulla said that Israel was exiled to Babylonia in order to enable them to eat the dates that grow 
there plentifully, which gave them strength and allowed them to engage in Torah study. Once, 
Ulla visited Pumbedita, and his hosts brought him a basket of dates. He said to them: How many 
baskets of dates like these can one purchase for a zuz? They said to him: One can purchase three 
for a zuz. He said: How can it be that it is possible to purchase a basketful of date honey for just 
a single zuz, and yet the Babylonians do not engage in Torah study more extensively? Since the 
cost of food is so low and they do not need to work hard to support themselves, the Babylonians 
should be more extensively engaged in Torah study. 
 
That night, the dates he ate afflicted him and he suffered from terrible stomach problems. In 
light of this, Ulla retracted his original assessment of the Babylonians and instead praised them 
and said: A basketful of lethal poison - the baskets of dates that cause stomach problems 
-  sells for a zuz in Babylonia, and despite the fact that they suffer its effects the Babylonians 
still engage in Torah study. 
 
 
To Kill a Mockingbirg, Harper Lee 
 “You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view … until 
you climb into his skin and walk around in it.” (Spoken by Atticus Finch) 
 
 
Pirkei Avot 2:4 

רְךָ עַד שֶׁתַגִיעַ לִמְקוֹמוֹ דִין אֶת חֲבֵּ ר, אַל תִפְרֹשׁ מִן הַצִבּוּר... וְאַל תָּ ל אוֹמֵּ   :הִלֵּ
 
Hillel said: do not separate yourself from the community… Do not judge your fellow man until 
you have reached his place.  
 
 
Elie Weisel 
“The opposite of love is not hate, it’s indifference.” 
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10 Key Findings about Jewish Americans, Pew Research Center 
To access the whole article, follow this link: https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-
tank/2021/05/11/10-key-findings-about-jewish-americans/ 
To access the entire Pew study, follow this link: https://www.pewforum.org/2021/05/11/jewish-
americans-in-2020/ 
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