UNITED IN SPIRIT CONDEMS CONDEMNS INSURRECTION AT U.S. CAPITOL

Portland, OR – JANUARY 8, 2021   United in Spirit is a broad-based nonpartisan coalition of civic, cultural, and religious groups. Representing organizations of diverse faiths, ethnicities, socioeconomic levels, and political persuasions, we are united as people of good will, bound together by friendship and respect. We have called for peace and an end to violence here in Portland, Oregon. Today, we take that call to our entire nation in this moment of crisis, leading to the peaceful transfer of power for our Chief Executive. As we honor the life and legacy of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. next weekend, we uplift the value of non-violent protest as a means of speaking truth to power. Armed insurrection and violent actions, however, are the anthesis of Dr. King's message.
 
Therefore, United in Spirit strongly condemns the violent insurrection at the United States Capitol Building that took place on Wednesday, January 6, as well as the violence at the capitol in Salem. Simply put, a mob in Washington D.C. attempted to disrupt the peaceful and lawful transition of power. This action was a direct assault on our democratic process, instigated and encouraged by those aggrieved over the outcome of the election.   
 
To be clear, the November vote was the result of a free and fair election – indeed, the most secure election in American history.  Violence will not and should not change the outcome; hate will only serve to undermine efforts to unify the country. 
 
Those who seek to overturn the duly elected government by violence commit acts of sedition, threatening the very pillars of our democratic heritage. We urge all elected and appointed officials to immediately cease incendiary rhetoric and help restore order. The time for challenging the legitimacy of the election is long past; now comes the time to govern. We urge all Americans to stand with us to help restore our enlightened political culture and heal our democracy.

United In Spirit is: 
	Islamic Society of Greater Portland

	Jewish Federation of Greater Portland

	Catholic Archdiocese

	Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon

	Latino Network

	Native American Youth and Family Center

	Project Dialogues

	Remember the Hope Christian Fellowship



