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AWARDS PRESENTED AT THE SCHULTZ CAMPUS FOR JEWISH LIFE ANNUAL MEETINGAWARDS PRESENTED AT THE SCHULTZ CAMPUS FOR JEWISH LIFE ANNUAL MEETING
At the Campus joint annual meeting on June 7, 2020, the following awards were presented (via Zoom):

The JCBA  
Emmanuel 
Isroff  Leader-
ship Award was 
presented to 
Molly Stock by 
David Minc.

The Lippman 
School Volun-
teer of the Year 
Award was pre-
sented to Livia 
Kades by Sam 
Chestnut.

The Jewish  
Family Service 
Gloria Reich 
Volunteer of 
the Year Award 
was presented 
to Rubber City 
Jews (Rachel 
Osherow) by 
Buffy Ramos.

The Shaw JCC 
Volunteer of the 
Year Award was 
presented to Bart 
Oldenburg by 
John Keverkamp.

The Shaw JCC 
Doctor Stewart 
Surloff Presi-
dent’s Award 
was presented 
to Janet Minc 
and Jon Golden 
by Mark Baer.

The Barbara 
Pollock College 
Scholarship 
Award was 
presented to 
Rachel Simonton 
by Sam Chestnut.

Throughout the history of the 
Greater Akron Jewish Communi-
ty, we have always fought for and 
advocated on behalf of those for 
whom justice is blind. The insti-
tutional racism, xenophobia, and 
disintegration of civil discourse 
we have witnessed in our coun-
try as of late demands that we 
redouble our efforts. In our gen-
erational efforts to actively pro-
tect the aspirations, the hopes, 
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The Jewish Community Board of Akron extends its thanks to Ron Lederman 
for his many dedicated years as the JCBA’s Community Relations Director. 
Ron retired at the end of May after more than five years of service. As head 
of the Community Relations Committee, Ron made sure the Jewish Commu-
nity played an active role in the greater Akron community through programs, 
panels, and Elected Officials Receptions. One notable program was back on 
May of 2019, “When Hate Goes Mainstream”, when the Schultz Campus host-
ed Cynthia M. Deitle, of the Matthew Shepard Foundation.

and the potential of every human, The Akron Jewish 
Community is hosting a Zoom Panel Meeting: “Con-
versation on Racial Injustice” on August 4th from 
12pm – 1:30pm. Register in advance at https://bit.
ly/3fxIkaE or through Jewish Akron’s Facebook event.

Our Jewish values and principles are rooted in justice 
(tzedek), loving kindness (chesed) and repairing the 
world (tikkun olam). The Torah teaches acceptance of 
all people, without prejudice or bias. Organizing as a 
community to achieve social justice lies in the founda-
tion of Jewish values. Our aim is to educate ourselves, 
become better allies and activists and highlight specific 
anti-racist action steps, with a greater mission to en-
sure freedom and justice for all People of Color. We will 
come together to create a space for healing and justice.

Todd Polikoff, CEO of Jewish Community Board of Ak-
ron, explains, “Our Jewish traditions  and values compel 
us to stand up  for the rights  of  all people without  prej-
udice or bias. As both Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel 
and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. recognized over 50 years 
ago in Selma, Alabama; we have a collective responsi-
bility for the fate of mankind and we collectively have 
the authority and power to determine our fate. We call 
upon leaders of all parties and upon every American

to be moved to act to build understanding and better 
relationships between people of all races and all faiths.”

We are calling on our community to join in our efforts to 
do better and play a greater role in repairing this world. 
Please join our Zoom Panel Meeting: “Conversation on Ra-
cial Injustice” on August 4th from 12pm – 1:30pm. Join  us 
as a community to come together in the fight against ra-
cial inequality and discrimination. Take this opportunity to 
learn from our Black colleagues and community members.

We are extremely proud to host an esteemed group of 
panelists, including Andre Lessears, Director, Diversity 
& Inclusion for the Cleveland Clinic Akron General, Rep-
resentative Emilia Strong Sykes, Minority Leader of the 
Ohio House of Representatives, Judi Hill, NAACP Presi-
dent for Akron and Robert DeJournett, Vice President, 
Opportunity & Inclusion for the Greater Akron Chamber.

Our Jewish community cannot remain silent and must act, in 
tandem with our community partners, by learning, march-
ing, and standing shoulder to shoulder against systemic 
racism and sanctioned hatred. We must also make it known 
that Black Lives do, and always have, Mattered. We thank 
you in advance for taking part in this program and helping to 
move the world toward greater justice, empathy, and peace.
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SYNAGOGUE VIRTUAL SERVICES & PROGRAMMING

BETH EL CONGREGATION
750 White Pond Drive, Akron

330.864.2105 / www.bethelakron.com 
Rabbi Elyssa Austerklein

Hazzan Matthew Austerklein

ANSHE SFARD SYNAGOGUE
646 N. Revere Road, Akron

330.867.7292 
www.akronshul.com/virtual

Rabbi Moshe Sasonkin

TEMPLE ISRAEL
91 Springside Drive, Akron

330.665.2000 / www.templeisraelakron.org
Rabbi Josh Brown

                      Cantor Kathy Fromson	

Services via Zoom
Sunday, 8:30-9:00am
Monday-Friday, 8:00-8:30am
Sunday-Thursday, 7:30pm

Online Hebrew School
Sunday. Free and open to all children. To 
participate, go to www.ckids.com/hslive

Mom & Me
Thursdays, 10:30-11:30am in the Shul 
parking lot. Register at akronshul.com/
momandme.

Virtual Lunch & Learn
Thursday at noon. Study with Rabbi 
Moshe about the weekly portion. Lunch 
must be self-provided :-)

Havdalah Live!
Saturday, after Shabbat ends. Tune 
into Facebook for a lively Havdalah 
service with the Sasonkin Boys Choir!

Shop & Stop
Stuck at home and need any help?
Email office@akronshul.com and one 
of our volunteers will swing by!

Sundays  11:00am Sunday Self-Care 

Mondays  10:00am Musical Meditation

Tuesdays  10:00am Morning Message

Wednesdays  12:00pm Lunch & Learn 

Thursdays  11:00am Coffee & Conversation                        
                   with the Congregation

 Fridays  8:30am Wee Sing on the Web
              6:15pm Kabbalat Shabbat

Saturdays  9:00am Torah Study
                  7:00pm Havdalah at Home

        Zoom           Facebook Live

SHABBAT 
CANDLE

LIGHTING 
TIMES

August 7      8:17pm
August 14    8:08pm
August 21    7:57pm
August 28    7:47pm

NEW TO THE AKRON NEW TO THE AKRON 
JEWISH COMMUNITY JEWISH COMMUNITY 

OR LOOKOR LOOKING FORING FOR  
WAYS TO CONNECT WAYS TO CONNECT 

TO JEWISH LIFE? TO JEWISH LIFE? 

Contact Erin Katz Ford, 
Community Concierge

330.835.0005 or 
ekatzford@jewishakron.org

Erin can provide assistance with job 
and house searches, options for Jewish 
community life, and more!

Shabbat morning Prayers at 10:00am on 
Facebook Live

Lay Led Shabbat Service 8/22 at 10:00am 
on ZOOM

Morning Prayers Sunday mornings at 
8:45am on Facebook Live with Hazzan Matt 

Wednesday and Friday Morning Prayers at 
8:00am on ZOOM

Jewish Shakespeare Week 8/2-9. Email 
Hazzan Matt or see website for details

Lunch & Learn 8/11 at NOON on ZOOM

Kabbalat Shabbat 8/14 at 6:00pm Drive-in 
to JCC camp pavillion 

Yiddish Concert 8/16 at 2:00pm on ZOOM  

Jews & Brews 8/24 at 8:15pm on ZOOM
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ALL SHOULD CONTRIBUTE IN THE STRIVING FOR JUSTICEALL SHOULD CONTRIBUTE IN THE STRIVING FOR JUSTICE

Todd Polikoff, JCBA CEO 

I want to address what I believe to be our role the con-
tinued fight for Civil Rights in our country. Throughout 
our country’s history of advocacy on behalf of those for 
whom justice is blind, it has been the faith-based com-
munity that has stood on the front lines. The institutional 
racism, xenophobia, and disintegration of civil discourse 
we have witnessed in our country as of late demands 
that faith-based communities once again step forward. 
Collectively, we must work to actively protect the aspi-
rations, the hopes, and the potential of every human.

As Jews, we are guided by the directive “Justice, Jus-
tice, you shall pursue.” Rabbi Harold Kushner interprets 
this phrase as not merely respecting or following justice; 
we must actively pursue it. Each of us should contribute 
in our own way in the striving for justice. Even if our sys-
tem of justice often seems to be incomplete, or some-
times even unfair, each of us must do our part to bring 
the ideal closer to reality.

The Jewish community has an additional imperative to 
not only help Jews in need, but to help all people in 
need in a Jewish way; to be Or Lagoim – a light unto 
nations. In the words of Rabbi David Wolpe, “ If you

only have your light on at home, nobody else sees it...
Nowhere in any Jewish scripture that I’m aware of will 
you see, ‘Jews must only help other Jews.’ It doesn’t
exist. Some Jews will tell you that, but Judaism doesn’t 
tell you that.”

Ladies and Gentlemen, we are the people who active-
ly seek justice. We are the people of the Golden Rule. 
We are the people of Heschel, Printz, Rosenwald, and 
others who fought and died in pursuit of equality. In 
Akron, we are the people who maintain a community 
campus that is a North Star for diversity and inclusion 
in Northeast Ohio.

We are also the people who lean on the actions of trans-
formational Jewish leaders, like Rabbi Heschel march-
ing with Dr. King in Selma. This is the moment when
we must come to terms with the fact that Selma hap-
pened over fifty years and two generation ago and that 
we must write a timelier story. Many of us have been
in this fight for a while, relatively quietly, either indi-
vidually or through an organization. Now is the time 
for our Jewish community to loudly and publicly create 
new historic moments in the fight for Civil Rights by
standing, marching, calling, and shouting, shoulder to 
shoulder against systemic racism, and sanctioned ha-
tred.

Archimedes said, “Give me a lever long enough and a 
fulcrum on which to place it and I can move the world.” 
Ladies and Gentlemen, our community’s collective in-
fluence and power are the lever. Our teachings, tradi-
tions, and values are the fulcrum. We must now take
action, in tandem with our community partners, to 
move the world toward more justice, more empathy, 
and more peace.

The JCBA has been actively reaching out to the Akron 
chapter of the NAACP, The Urban League, Churches, 
and our local government to create meaningful oppor-
tunities for our Jewish community to leverage our col-
lective power in the fight for equality and justice. We
will be calling on our community to join in those efforts 
and I look forward to your participation.

On Sunday, June 7, 2020 
the agencies of Schultz 
Campus for Jewish Life held 
their joint annual meeting 
(via zoom). The leadership 
of the Jewish Community 
Board of Akron (JCBA), The 
Shaw JCC of Akron, and The 
Lippman School presented 
on the tremendous efforts 
of our community’s lay and 
professional leadership in 
the face of extraordinarily 
trying times. In closing the

event, JCBA CEO, Todd Polikoff, delivered the following 
remarks on our community’s responsibility to fight on 
behalf of those for whom justice is blind.
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BETH EL CONGREGATION’S RABBI AND ARTIST WORK TOGETHER TO CREATE A BETH EL CONGREGATION’S RABBI AND ARTIST WORK TOGETHER TO CREATE A 
VIRTUAL MOSAIC “HANDS OF HOPE” WORKSHOPVIRTUAL MOSAIC “HANDS OF HOPE” WORKSHOP
On July 30, Jews observed the holiday of Tisha B’av, to 
remember many tragedies that have befallen the Jew-
ish people throughout history, and to reflect upon the 
suffering that still occurs in our world.  This message of 
suffering and loss resonates with us today, as we experi-
ence difficult times and hope for a better future, where 
we can begin to put all the pieces of our lives back to-
gether again.

Beth El Congregation enhanced the meaning of the day 
with a virtual observance and workshop to create indi-
vidual mosaic “Hands of Hope.” Rabbi Elyssa Austerklein 
asked Bonnie Cohen, Beth El member and award-win-
ning mosaic artist, to create a project with the theme 
of “hope” for this holiday observance. “We knew that 
this is a time when, even for the holiday of Tisha B'av, 
we needed to do something that would focus on hope. 
We are told and promised many times in the Torah that 
our sadness can be transformed. Today we struggle as a 
nation, as individuals and in communities, for a plethora 
of reasons. Our desire is to piece together the broken-
ness and out of it create connections and beauty. Bonnie 
has been a wonderful partner for developing this idea 
into something we can do with our hands!” said Rabbi 
Austerklein. 

“These extraordinary times challenge us to confront to-
day’s racial injustice with great empathy and hope for a 
better future. While we are piecing together these tiles 
to create a symbol of hope, we will try to talk about our 
differences and embrace all that we have in common”, 
said artist Bonnie Cohen.

Bonnie has been creating mosaic art for over 25 years 
and believes mosaic art is a metaphor for life. She often

 tells people, “Every piece of tile, no matter how small, 
has a place in the big picture and every piece can be en-
hanced and made more beautiful by the pieces around it.”

Bonnie created the pattern for black and white mosaic 
hands with many colors, shapes, and sizes of tiles to rep-
resent our diverse backgrounds and histories. 

Hands have been a symbol of blessing, creativity, re-
demption, divine protection, and unity in the Jewish, 
Christian, and Muslim traditions.  Hands are used to make 
oaths and form alliances. As children, we learn to raise 
our hands to ask for permission to speak. We also raise 
our hands to vote, to protest, and to surrender. 

With the help of the volunteers from Beth El, Bonnie cre-
ated mosaic art kits that were delivered to participants’ 
doorsteps before the workshop.  The kits contained ev-
erything needed to create one black or white hand, in-
cluding the pattern, directions, pre-cut tiles, adhesive 
and grout.

A photo montage of all the completed mosaics will be 
printed on note cards. The proceeds from the sale of the 
kits and cards will all be donated to the local chapter of 
the NAACP.

Volunteers from Beth El, pictured below, assemble mo-
saic art kits for Hands of Hope workshop. Left to right 
are Sarah Greenblatt, Leora Cohen, Bonnie Cohen, and 
Andrea Steinberger.
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Temple   Israel    Sisterhood    Gift     ShopTemple   Israel    Sisterhood    Gift     Shop

  TEMPLE ISRAEL, 91 SPRINGSIDE ROAD, BATH, OHIO 44333

Looking forward to celebrating the Grand 
Reopening of Temple Israel’s Sisterhood Gift   

Shop with a CHAI discount, 18% off all items for  
the first month of our return!

Please check with Temple Israel office for
Gift Shop reopening date, 330.665.2000.

Wishing everyone good health, 
Marsha Krieger
Renee Pinsky
Chrisie Levey 

and all Gift Shop Volunteers

CSI Comes to Forum 360CSI Comes to Forum 360
By Leslie Ungar
Crimes really cannot be solved in forty-five minutes! That is the 
biggest misconception about solving crimes, a recent guest 
shared with our Forum 360 audience.

Noreen Charlton is a Field Applications Engineer and Crime Scene 
Expert. Born and raised in the Cleveland area, she worked with the 
Las Vegas Metropolitan Police Department for ten years, search-
ing for the “HOW” and/or “WHO” committed a crime.

Noreen worked on the Las Vegas music festival shooting, where 
a gunman opened fire from his room at the Mandalay Bay Hotel. 
She was one of the first at the crime scene. If you watch or listen 
to her show, she will share how that tragedy could have been 
averted. 

The desert air keeps a crime scene more protected than the snow 
and rain in NE Ohio! Who would have thought that the weath-
er could make a difference as to whether or not a criminal was 
caught!

Noreen moved from pre-med to forensic science during her ac-
ademic career. Presently, the world of forensic science has more 
women than men actively working in the field.

Forum 360 is a jewel in the fabric of NE Ohio. Noreen Charlton 
and her expertise is one of those jewels! 

College and entering the “work force” have taken on different 
meanings during the pandemic. Overnight, classes went from 
in-person to online. Interviews went from in-person to online. Op-
portunities went online.

You will hear from one recent college graduate and one non-tra-
ditional college junior as they share the experience of shelter at 
home while a college student.

Our goal is always to feature people, places, issues and ideas with 
a global outlook or a local view. Our listeners and viewers are ea-
ger to hear their stories. We welcome ideas for topics and guests.

Other upcoming topics are:

Stay Safe in the Age of COVID 19
Goodyear and the Blimp
Healthcare and the Pandemic
Cleveland Urban Farming

• Participate in our health screening process upon 
arrival – you will have your temperature taken and 
answer a few health questions*

• Use only facility-provided hand sanitizer or 
wash your hands thoroughly for a minimum of 20 
seconds upon entering and when transitioning 
between spaces

• Wear a face mask at all times, unless otherwise 
specified

• Maintain a social distance of 6’ or more

• Abide by posted signage and area-specific codes 
of conduct

• Do not congregate

• Do not wander throughout facility

*We have a zero-tolerance policy.  If you have an 
elevated temperature or answer “yes” to any of 

our health questions, you will be required to 
leave the facility.

SCHULTZ CAMPUS FOR JEWISH LIFE  
NEW CODES OF CONDUCT

Each show will air:

PBS/Fusion channel 45/49 on Monday 
at 8:00pm and Saturday at 5:00pm

WONE FM 97.5 on Sunday at 6:00am

WAKR AM 1590 on Sunday at 5:00pm 
and Monday at 12:30am 

FOR YOUR HEALTH AND SAFETY AND THE HEALTH AND 
SAFETY OF OTHERS, WE ARE REQUIRING THAT YOU:
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RUBBER CITY JEWS RUNDOWN 
SUBMITTED BY RACHEL OSHEROW

This summer the Rubber City Jews have enjoyed a “Show and 
Tell” Happy Hour, a Jewish Cooking demo, and a hike in the 
Cuyahoga Valley National Park (wearing masks and at a safe 
distance, of course). We are currently looking for volunteers 
to help the Mitzvah Crew deliver meals to seniors in our com-
munity, for as little as one hour a week or as much as you 
choose. Email us if you would like to participate. We will con-
tinue hosting virtual programs about once a month to stay 
connected, though we may try to organize another distanced 
outdoor activity later in the summer, depending on the public 
health climate. 

Our next program is a workshop on Eating Psychology and 
Nutrition. After Tu B’Av, a holiday more recently celebrated 
as a day of love, we will be focusing on self-love and learning 
how to take better care of our bodies, especially during the 
stress of a pandemic. Join us on Zoom on Thursday, August 
6th from 7-8:30. Contact us at rubbercityjews@gmail.com or 
check our Facebook page for details. Stay healthy, everyone!

THE RCJ-TICKET Gain unlimited access to an entire year of 
RCJ programs and collaborative events, and receive exclu-
sive discounts to many other community events. RCJ-Tickets 
are $25 per person, or $50 per couple, and can be purchased 
online or with cash or check at any RCJ event. For just $25, 
attend our regular programs and receive discounts to many 
community events for a whole year! 

Please note: RCJ-Ticket memberships are currently on hold 
until physical gatherings are safe to resume, though we will 
continue to offer virtual programs through various online 
platforms. 

Our organization works in partnership with and in support of 
the Jewish Community Board of Akron, the Sands-Rogovy 
Fund, and the Albert L. and Janet A. Schultz Endowment 
Fund for Jewish Programming.
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Keep this list handy if you or 
someone you know needs help:

•  Free rides for seniors to medical 
appointments

•  Home health care and home cleaning through 
our Silver J Ticket* program

•  Friendly calls to seniors who are isolated and 
want someone to talk to

•  Food Pantry: non-perishable food items and 
household items available free of charge with 
contact-free delivery

•  Mental health counseling, case management, 
and community resources information.

Need help during the 
COVID-19 crisis?

*The Silver J Ticket program is made possible through a grant provided by the Albert L. and Janet A. Schultz 
Endowment for Jewish Programming and the Jewish Community Board of Akron.

Call 330.867.3388 or visit 
jfsakron.org for details.

Jewish Family Service of Akron is 
working hard to help individuals and 
families face the challenges of living 

safely during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

A division of Jewish Family Service Association of Cleveland

Jewish Family Service
of Akron

One of the ways that Jewish Family Service of Akron is 
adapting its Arts and Culture programming for seniors 
during the COVID-19  pandemic is through the recently 
launched “Driveway Concert Series”. Since June, local mu-
sicians volunteer their time to sing or play instruments in 
the driveways of homebound seniors for a private concert. 
Volunteers observe social distancing and wear masks in 
the presence of all clients. 

Local senior high school student 
Sarah Biggs (on right) plays her 
cello for seniors, traveling from 
home to home. She’s been playing 
for seven years and is the Concert 
Master of the Stow High School 
Orchestra. 

If you are a local musician and 
would like to perform in a drive-
way concert for a homebound se-
nior, call Buffy at 330-867-3388.

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE OF AKRON JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE OF AKRON 
LAUNCHES “DRIVEWAY CONCERT SERIES”LAUNCHES “DRIVEWAY CONCERT SERIES”
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One order per week per household. Place order by:One order per week per household. Place order by:

SOUP FOR THE SOUL COMMUNITY PROJECTSOUP FOR THE SOUL COMMUNITY PROJECT
By Esther Hexter
Soup for the Soul is a special project designed by Julie LeFever, Senior Adult Coor-
dinator for the Shaw Jewish Community Center. It began in April 2020 and serves 
about 90 seniors.

 Esther Hexter interviewed Julie to find out how this project started.

Julie related, “It started in order to try to keep in touch with my seniors.  I decided 
to make soup to keep in touch.”  Julie asked John Keverkamp, Executive Director of 
Shaw JCC, if they could cover the cost of the ingredients, and he immediately said 
yes.

Julie continued, “Around 50 people pick up containers of soup Tuesday at the JCC. 
Pick-up started because some seniors, who rarely got out of the house, were delight-
ed to come. They can see their friends at a safe distance. ‘Soup for the Soul’ provides 
socialization which otherwise would not be part of their lives now.” 

All the soup is prepared in the Shaw JCC kosher kitchen. Julie does it all.  She plans 
the menu; does the shopping; and does all the cooking and packaging. Julie, along 
with JCC Volunteer of the Year Bart Oldenburg, and Siomara Malott from JFS are 
ready on Tuesday to put soup in cars. Julie is currently looking for volunteers to help 
deliver soup on Fridays.

Julie continued, “Soup for the Soul is a community project now. Shaw JCC, Jewish 
Family Service and Shelia Rosenthal, Director of Sales and Marketing at Brookdale 
Montrose, provide handouts every week. These include tips, exercise ideas and en-
tertaining stories.”

When asked where she got the idea for the program, Julie replied, “I thought of this 
because my father started the Soup for Hospice Program at the Hospice on Ridge-
wood Rd. in Copley.”

LeFever, a skilled chef, was formerly chef at the Shaw JCC kitchen for seven years and 
learned to adapt her years of cooking experience to the needs of a kosher kitchen.  
She has prepared the JCC kitchen for Passover and prepared all Passover food in 
recent years for the community mobile meals participants and more.  She has added 
a “cooking club” activity for senior adult members too.

To participate in Soup for the Soul, or to help with soup delivery, contact Julie LeFe-
ver at 330-835-0027 or  jlefever@shawjcc.org.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDEDVOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
We are in need of volunteers for contactless 
delivery of Mobile Meals and soup for the 
“Soup for the Soul” Program from the JCC 

kitchen to the homes of seniors. The 
following is a brief overview of the need:

Mobile Meals
Kosher meals are delivered to Seniors Monday 

through Friday. Pick-up is at the JCC at 11:00am 
and all deliveries are local. It takes approximately 

one hour to deliver all the meals for the day. 
We are looking for a bi-weekly or monthly 

commitment.

Soup for the Soul
A weekly delivery of homemade soup every Friday 

to seniors participating in our program. It takes 
about one hour each Friday to deliver the soup.

These are both wonderful programs that fill a 
great need in the community, and we greatly 

appreciate your consideration. Please call Julie 
LeFever, Senior Adult Coordinator, at 330-835-0027 

or email jlefever@shawjcc.org with questions 
or if you would like to volunteer.

RETIRED MEN’S CLUBRETIRED MEN’S CLUB
Now Meeting OUTDOORS at the 
JCC  (by the pool)

August 11 & 25, September 8 & 22, 
9:30 to 11:30am
Bagels and coffee will be served
$1 donation suggested

Please RSVP to Julie at 330-835-0027. Social distancing will be observed
Please bring your own lawn chair!
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KENT STATE CHABAD GAINS NEW CO-DIRECTORS, CONTINUES SASONKIN FAMILY LEGACYKENT STATE CHABAD GAINS NEW CO-DIRECTORS, CONTINUES SASONKIN FAMILY LEGACY
By McKenna Corson    Staff Reporter    Cleveland Jewish News

It was a whirlwind of 
emotions for Rabbi 
Moshe Sasonkin when 
he was appointed to 
take his late father’s 
place as director of 
Chabad of Akron and 
rabbi at Anshe Sfard 
Revere Road Syna-
gogue in Bath Town-
ship in October 2018.

What made the ap-
pointment so difficult 
for Sasonkin, on top of 
the loss of his father, 
was that he and his wife, 
Mussie, had just found-
ed their own Chabad 
center at Kent State Uni-
versity in Kent in 2017.

Together, the couple served as co-directors at Chabad 
at Kent State, and planned on establishing roots for 
their center and their family in the campus community.

“It was kind of inevitable I took over my father’s place 
because I was the sibling that was there, and we’d been 
helping him out already with the Chabad program,” 
Moshe Sasonkin said. “If you’re familiar with Chabads 
around the world, you don’t move to a position to leave 
ever; you’re there for life. It was a situation we didn’t 
want to be in, but there was no choice in the matter. 
There was a community in Akron that had been tak-
en care of for so many years (that was now in need).” 

For the remainder of the school year, the Sasonkins con-
tinued to travel back and forth between Akron and Kent, 
spending half a week in each city so they could perform 
each job. People aware of their situation covered for 
the couple if they were unable to make it to a location.

“It was challenging of course, but we didn’t want to leave 
our students either,” Moshe Sasonkin said. “But eventual-
ly, we realized we had to do something.”

Then, for the 2019-20 school year, Moshe’s cousin and 
his wife, Rabbi Moshe and Chavie Kalmenson, came in as 
the center’s temporary co-directors, while a permanent 
decision was discussed. The temporary co-directors 
meant Moshe and Mussie Sasonkin could permanently 
move to Akron.

While considering who would be the perfect couple to 
run the Kent State Chabad, Moshe Sasonkin came up 
with a solution. He’d ask his younger brother, Rabbi Ber-
el Sasonkin, who’d also grown up under multiple gen-
erations of Chabad rabbis, carried the same passion for 
the lifestyle and had been to Kent State Chabad before.

“My dad would have really appreciated seeing him there, 
as well continuing in our work that we’d started,” Moshe 
Sasonkin said.

The first time Moshe Sasonkin asked, Berel said he’d 
get back to him with an answer once he got mar-
ried and discussed it with his new wife. And soon af-
ter Berel Sasonkin got married — to Mussie Sasonkin’s 
sister, Rochel — in February 2019, he was asked again.

Just like Mussie, Rochel grew up under Chabad shluchim, 
or emissaries, on college campuses.

Berel informed his older brother he and Rochel would 
love to be the new co-directors of Chabad at Kent State.

“It was a great and exciting offer, especially because I 
know my father wanted the position to be taken over by 
someone he knew and felt has been there before,” Berel 
said. “My wife and I really have a passion for helping out 
in this situation. I’ve been wanting to do (a job like this), 
but haven’t known where. This is a perfect opportunity.”

Leading Chabad at Kent State is Berel Sasonkin’s first 
time officially leading a Chabad, aside from leading as a 
student-in-training.

He and Rochel began the position in May, having moved 
into the center and started planning for the school year. 
They’ve also met with a few students still in the area.

Their goal for Chabad at Kent State is to create a home 
for the university’s Jewish students – one where they 
feel excited and comfortable with their Jewish heritage.

“In the coming future, I see a beautiful, flourishing stu-
dent Jewish base that really will have an excitement 
and good feeling,” Berel said. “A lot of times, you have 
students that just don’t feel at home or they don’t 
feel that they have someone to talk to. That’s what 
we’re there for; that’s what we see and look forward 
to all the time, just to be able to be there for the stu-
dents as a helping hand, an exciting hand, a home.”

This article first appeared in the Cleveland Jewish News. 
Reprinted with permission.  
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KENT STATE CHABAD GAINS NEW CO-DIRECTORS, CONTINUES SASONKIN FAMILY LEGACYKENT STATE CHABAD GAINS NEW CO-DIRECTORS, CONTINUES SASONKIN FAMILY LEGACY

WHO IS ELIGIBLE? One member of the household must be Jewish by having a 
Jewish parent or have completed the conversion process by an ordained Rabbi.

 Learn more at www.jewishakron.org/about-us/j-ticket
The J-Ticket is made possible by funds from the Albert L. and Janet A. Schultz Endowment for Jewish Programming and the Jewish Community Board of Akron

BUNDLE YOUR 
SERVICES AT 

AKRON’S JEWISH  
INSTITUTIONS FOR 

A SIGNIFICANT 
COST-SAVINGS! 



   12                                                                                                                                             AUGUST 2020  AKR  N Jewish News

RECENT CONTRIBUTIONS RECENT CONTRIBUTIONS 

BARBARA POLLOCK SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 
FUND 
In Memory of
Fran Pules, from Leona Pollock

In Honor of
Rachel Simonton being awarded the Barbara Pol-
lock Scholarship Award, Mazel Tov from 
Esther & Larry Hexter

DERROW-KUTNICK MANDEL ECE STAFF 
CREDENTIALS & DEVELOPMENT FUND
In Honor of
Marilyn & Stan Regal’s 70th Wedding Anniversary, 
from Jackie Derrow & Steve Kutnick
	Marilyn & Stan Regal’s 70th Wedding Anniversary, 
from Carolyn Narotsky

In Memory of
Judi Shapiro’s sister, from Nicholas & Ruth George

ENDOWMENT FUND
In Honor of
Janet Minc installed as the new President of the 
Shaw JCC, Mazel Tov from Esther & Larry Hexter

Janet Minc being awarded the Stewart Surloff 
Presidents Award, Mazel Tov from Esther & Larry 
Hexter

Erwin Greenblatt on the birth of a new grandchild, 
Mazel Tov from Esther & Larry Hexter

Marilyn & Stan Regal’s Special Anniversary, from 
Glori Slavin

In Memory of
Joan Kretchmer, from Janet & David Minc
Dorothy Miller Richman, from Janet & David Minc

RONALD PENNER JCC MEMORIAL FUND FOR 
ISRAEL-CENTRIC BBYO PROGRAMMING
In Honor of
Jerry & Cindy Nelson’s new granddaughter, from 
Harriet & Jack Neiman

In Memory of 
David Sokol, from Harriet & Jack Neiman

JCBA ENDOWMENT FUND
In Honor of
 Molly Stock for receiving the Emmanuel Isroff 
Award, from Esther & Larry Hexter

RANDY RECHT SPORTS CAMP FUND
In Memory of
Larry Haberman, from Bernard Haberman & 
Family

In Honor of
Joel Fealk’s Special Birthday, from Marjorie Recht

Sam Lichton’s Graduation from Columbus Acade-
my, from Marjorie Recht

Scott & Paula Gross’s Anniversary, from Marjorie 
Recht

Sally Ekus and the birth of new great grandson, 
from Marjorie Recht

Linda & Joel Stile’s Anniversary, from Marjorie 
Recht

Roger & Kathi Marks Anniversary, from Marjorie 
Recht

Joel & Beth Recht on the birth of granddaughter 
Madeline Elizabeth, from Lauren Weinstein

Joel & Beth Recht on the birth of granddaughter 
Madeline Elizabeth, from Paula & Scott Gross

Joel & Beth Recht on the birth of granddaughter 
Madeline Elizabeth, from Marjorie Recht

Paula & Scott Gross’s Anniversary, from Jack & 
Doreen Weissberg

Paula & Scott Gross’s Anniversary, from Staci & 
Joel Fealk

Joel Fealk’s Special Birthday, from Paula & Scott 
Gross

Dan & Barrie Galvin’s Anniversary, from Marjorie 
Recht

STANLEY M. BOBER MEMORIAL FUND
In Memory of 
Sanford Paige, from Dr. & Mrs. Fred Vigder

In Honor of
Grandson Louis Vigder’s graduation from College 
of Architecture at Kent State University from Dr. & 
Mrs. Fred Vigder

Granddaughter Miranda Vigder’s birthday from Dr. 
& Mrs. Fred Vigder

Granddaughter Hannah Richman’s birthday from 
Dr. & Mrs. Fred Vigder

JENNIFER MOSS SCHOLARSHIP FUND
        Mazel Tov to
Marta Roth, on the birth of her granddaughter, 
from Herb & Ellen Moss

Alvin & Patricia Rickman on their golden wedding 
anniversary, from Herb & Ellen Moss

Douglas & Barbara Brewster on their golden wed-
ding anniversary, from Herb & Ellen Moss

		 In Memory of
Sasha Litvinskiy, Dorothy Richman, Miri Kogan’s 
sister Raizel, and David Sokol, from Herb & Ellen 
Moss

Thinking of you
To Susan Moss, from Herb & Ellen Moss

			  Wishes for a speedy recovery
To Reverend David Loar, from Herb & Ellen Moss

JEWISH NATIONAL FUND
In Memory of
Reva Miller, from The Daughters of Israel
Marvin Cohen, from Bob & Betty Sobieski
Ilana Miller-Zaidman, from Esther & Larry Hexter
	
Mazel Tov to
Shelley & David Koch on the birth of their grand-
son, from Teri & Mike Segal

Celebrate or honor a loved one or friend with 
a contribution to one of the many funds we 
manage, which support various programs and 
expenses. Tributes are a minimum of $10. 

Funds at the JCBA:          330-869-2424 
Funds at JFS:                    330-867-3388  
Funds at the Shaw JCC:   330-867-7850
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RECENT CONTRIBUTIONS RECENT CONTRIBUTIONS 

THE ROSE & LAWRENCE SCHWARTZ 
HOLOCAUST EDUCATION FUND  
In Memory of
David Sokol, from Irene Adler

Rose & Lawrence Schwartz, Marvin Klein, 
Frederick A. Abrahms, Ruth Arenswald, and     
Marilyn Shafran, from Eddie & Marla Schwartz
		
Mazel Tov to
Michael & Elaine Neumann on the birth of their 
grandson, from Irene Adler

Laura Dever on her engagement, from Irene Adler

Rich & Debbie Zelin on the birth of their grand-
daughter, from Irene Adler

Mitch & Andrea Ehrenberg on the birth of their 
grandson, from Irene Adler

Susan & Rob Peterman on the birth of their grand-
child, from Irene Adler

Marilyn & Ed Ellis on their 50th wedding anniver-
sary, from Eddie & Marla Schwartz

Joyce & Ed Lerman on their 50th wedding anni-
versary, from Eddie & Marla Schwartz

Bobbi & Chuck Lindenbaum on their 50th wedding 
anniversary, from Eddie & Marla Schwartz

Alvin & Sue Nagelon on their 36th wedding anni-
versary, from Eddie & Marla Schwartz

Mary & Mike Perry on their new home, from Eddie 
& Marla Schwartz

Stuart & Jodi Lubline on the birth of their grand-
daughter, from Eddie & Marla Schwartz

Johanna & Craig Kaiser on their 20th Anniversary, 
from Eddie & Marla Schwartz

Jake Schwartz & Lindsay Duncan on their engage-
ment, from Eddie & Marla Schwartz

	Happy Birthday to
Karen Weinberger, Debbie Zelin, and Shelley Kaye, 
from Irene Adler

Wishes for a Speedy recovery to
Marvin Wieder, and Mike & Mary Perry, from Eddie 
& Marla Schwartz

DAVID & CHERYL SOKOL 
FUND FOR YOUNG 
LEADERSHIP 
DEVELOPMENT

In Memory of David Sokol, 
from:

Jeff & Michelle Koren

Mimi Surloff

Marty Belsky & Kate Waits

Faye & Sidney Glick

Dr. Bruce Wolf

Stacey & Josh Gaines

Patsy Siff

Dr. Richard & Marcia Hirsh

Kim Fogle Dobres & Family

Marlen & Jeffrey Spector

Howard Berry

Shirley Lowy

Esther & Larry Hexter

Michael Wise

Linda & Michael Osherow

Rhea Bateman

Livia & Phil Kades

Jerry Malin

Heather & Larry Pliskin

Sandy & Tom Wuliger

Tom & Gloria Treiber

To support the JCC’s Staff and 
Service Sustainability campaign, either 

through continuation of membership dues 
or ECE tuition, or to make a one-time 
donation, please visit ShawJCC.org, 

call 330-835-0025, or email 
Membership@shawjcc.org
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IN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAM
Professor Alvin H. 
Lieberman, born on No-
vember 17, 1937 in Cleve-
land, Ohio, passed away 
on April 15, 2020 after a 
courageous battle with 
Parkinson’s disease and 
dementia.  He is preced-
ed in death by his par-
ents, Blanche and Joseph 

Lieberman and his late in-laws, Theona and William 
Solomon.  He is survived by his wife, Rochelle; sons, 
Robert and Joseph Lieberman; and sister, Roberta 
Seifert (Robert).  

Alvin’s tireless work ethic and dedication to serv-
ing others was evident throughout his life.  He was 
devoted first and foremost to the wellbeing of his 
family including his parents, wife, children, sister and 
brother-in-law.  He taught for 49 years at the Univer-
sity of Akron and worked in two family businesses, 
The Summit Leather Company and The City News 
Agency. 

Professor Lieberman earned a BS in Accounting 
(1960), a JD (1964), and an MBA (1969) at The Uni-
versity of Akron as well as his CPA prior to starting 
his academic career in the Fall of 1967.  A beloved 
and highly respected professor, he taught taxation 
and accounting principles courses during most of 
his tenure. He was the creator, along with Professor 
Dennis Gordon, of the University’s Master of Taxation 
program (MTax) in 1979. Lieberman also created the 
National Tax Conference, an outreach activity of the 
MTax program in 1979 and managed that conference 
for more than four decades. The conference is now 
named in his honor, The National Tax Conference in 
Honor of Al Lieberman. He also founded the Interna-
tional Tax Conference which he managed for over a 
decade. He retired as an associate professor in 2016 
after a long and distinguished career. 

Alvin was known as a kind, generous, humble, pa-
tient, and loving person.  Though he also had a won-
derful sense of humor, he would be less than thrilled 
with the amount of detail provided here.  A true gen-
tleman, he did not seek nor relish in any attention 
focused on him personally but rather wanted those 
around him to flourish.  He was a blessing in the lives 
of so many. 

The family thanks the staff of the Village of St. Ed-
ward for the kindness and care given to Alvin the 
past three years.  The family also thanks Alvin’s per-
sonal caregivers for the love and care they provid-
ed for his journey as well. Private services were held 
and a celebration of life will be held at a later date. 
If one so desires, contributions can be made to the 
Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank or the charity of 
your choice.

Mildred P. Kattan, 90, of Copley, Ohio, passed away 
peacefully at home on Thursday, June 18, 2020. 

Born in New York, Mildred moved to California 
where she met and married Arthur, her husband 
of almost 64 years. The family moved to Akron in 
1969. Mildred and Arthur enjoyed spending winters 
in Hawaii, gardening and entertaining visitors to 
“their island.” 

She was preceded in death by her husband, Arthur 
and daughter, Ellen Butorac. Mildred is survived 
by her children, David (Susan), Diane Swinehart 
and son-in-law Tom; grandchildren, Justin (Tricia), 
Lindsay, Kevin and Scotty; great-grandchildren, 
Brady and Allie. 

The family suggests donations to be made to the 
charity of your choice.

Raizel bat Chaya 
passed away on June 
9, 2020.  

She was born on Au-
gust 7, 1961 in Mexico 
City. She was the be-
loved wife of Benjamin 
Miller, beloved mother 
of Erick (Liz) Jacob & 

Karen (Gary), beloved grandmother of Jack, be-
loved sister of Miri Kogan and Roni Zajdman, and 
beloved daughter of Manuel & Clara Zajdman of 
Mexico City. 

The Kogan Family would like to sincerely thank 
the Akron Jewish community, most of all the An-
she Sfard Chavurah and The Lippman School for 
their love and support. They are so grateful to have 
wonderful, caring people in their lives during this 
difficult time, especially because they can’t be in 
Mexico with their family. 

David Sokol passed 
away a month shy of  
78 years old on July 
4, 2020 in Columbus,  
Ohio. 

Preceded in death by 
his wife of 46 years, 
Cheryl Sokol, David 
was the 2nd-genera-

tion owner of Sokol's  Furniture in Akron until he 
decided to close the 76-year-old business in 1998.

David was very involved in the Akron Jewish Com-
munity for over 50 years, serving in leadership 
roles with the Jewish Federation Men’s Division, 
Lippman Day School and other local and national 
organizations. 

David is survived by his children Brian Sokol, Marla 
(Larry) Levine, Jay (Shana) Sokol, grandchildren 
Ari and Lea Sokol, Sari, Talia and Gabriella Levine, 
Beckett, Cooper and Cassidy Sokol and step grand-
children Jason (Marissa) and Jared Levine, as well 
as his brother Richard Sokol, brothers-in-law Dale 
& Jerry Rosenblum, companion Arlene Markey, 
many nieces, nephews, and countless friends of 
up to 70+ years. He was preceded in death by his 
parents Abe J. & Gussie Sokol, and brothers Harry 
Sokol & Alvin Sokol.

Joan Kretchmer passed away Thursday, June 25 in 
Sarasota, Florida. 

She is preceded in death by her husband of 53 
years, Henry E. Kretchmer, M.D., and sister Marle 
Abramson. She is lovingly survived by son Ken-
neth Kretchmer, M.D (Janet) and daughter Kathy 
Kretchmer (Harold Mann), grandchildren Emily 
Winthrop (Philippe), Lisa Barber (Willard) and 
Daniel Kretchmer (Nina Rosche), and great-grand-
children Aviva Winthrop, Willard Barber, Sawyer 
Barber, and Charlie Kretchmer.

Sara Doris (Freid) Horvitz passed away peaceful-
ly July 13, 2020, in Coconut Creek, Florida after a 
brief battle with breast and bone cancer. 

She is survived by her children, Barry and Kim 
Horvitz, Jay and Robin Horvitz, Jodi (Horvitz) 
and Andrew Mirman; grandchildren Eric and Alli-
son Horvitz, Megan (Horvitz) and Andrew Palmer, 
Morgan Mirman, Haylie Mirman, Adam Horvitz, and 
Rachel Horvitz. She leaves behind 2 beautiful great 
grandsons James and Matthew Horvitz.

She is preceded in death by her parents Jack and 
Irene  Freid, her  daughter, Jan, her  husband, 
Harold, and sister and brother-in law Marilyn and 
Irving Weissman. May her memory be a blessing 
and we remember the beautiful woman she was. 
Thank you to everyone for your love and support 
through this difficult time. 

Any donation can be made to the American Can-
cer Society in her memory. 
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750 White Pond Drive
Akron, Ohio 44320

330.836.0419
thelippmanschool.org

Transitional 
Kindergarten

to Grade 8

Low Student-
Teacher Ratio

State-of -the-Art 
Facility

Foreign 
Language

Immersion K-8

Financial Aid 
Available

The Lippman School offers a          
Transitional Kindergarten through 
Eighth Grade independent school 
education. It presents small classes, 
carefully selected teachers, and an 
accelerated, inquiry- based 
curriculum.

The school enjoys its reputation for 
diversity, international perspective, 
and a robust sense of community. 
Readied for top-tier high schools and 
beyond, the students demonstrate 
learning outcomes with character, 
competency and purpose. Your child 
will have the opportunity to hone 
leadership skills, enjoy academic 
challenges, develop social aware-
ness, think critically, and learn about 
cultures and traditions from around 
the world.

MAZEL TOV!MAZEL TOV!BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTSBIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS
Lauren Skalina and Matthew Zelin, along with big sister Sylvie, wel-
comed Naomi Sara on April 20, 2020. Grandparents are Debbie and 
Richard Zelin and Mel and Stefan Skalina. Great grandparents are 
MaryAnn Minster and Gilda Zelin. 

On May 18, 2020, David and Allyson Neumann welcomed Spencer 
Levi Neumann. Grandparents are Michael and Elaine Neumann and 
Michael and Susan Cohen.

Amanda Fiorito and Michael Ehrenberg welcomed Atticus Robert  
Ehrenberg on May 19, 2020.  Grandparents are Andi and Mitchell 
Ehrenberg and Pola and Bob Fiorito.

Rachel and Trevor Oliff and big sister Nora welcomed Lennon Agnes 
Oliff on July 4, 2020. Grandparents are Debbie and Richard Zelin and 
Barbara and Reed Oliff. Great grandparents are MaryAnn Minster and 
Gilda Zelin.

On July 5, 2020, Adam and Sydney Josephson celebrated the birth 
of Jeri Willamina Josephson. Grandparents are Lori and Richard 
Josephson and Amy and Michael Barron. 

Proud parents Laura Cohen and Micah Shapiro are very happy to 
announce the arrival of Noah Benjamin Shapiro, seven pounds, eight 
ounces, on July 6, 2020, in Chicago, Illinois. Grandparents are Elaine 
and Marty Cohen and Jane and David Shapiro.

Mazel Tov to Larry and Julie Geller on the birth of grandson, Parker 
Finn. Proud parents are Heather and Chad Clink. Big brothers are 
Sawyer and Holden.

Mazel Tov to Alex and Diana Rakhkin on the birth of grandson, Alfie 
Jason Yakov Grieve. Proud parents are Yana and Jai Grieve. Big broth-
er is Maxwell.

Rachel Hilton, daugh-
ter of Lee and Elyssa 
Hilton, earned a 3.8 
GPA at the University 
of Kentucky and was 
placed on the Dean’s 
list for the Spring 
2020 semester. Rachel 
is majoring in business 
communications and 
is on a pre-law track.

DO YOU HAVE A PERSONAL OR DO YOU HAVE A PERSONAL OR 
FAMILY LIFE EVENT TO SHARE?FAMILY LIFE EVENT TO SHARE?

Please submit information to Alisa Reinbolt at 
editor@jewishakron.org. Content must be received 

by the 12th of every month, for the following 
month’s issue. We accept submissions for:                   
Bar/Bat Mitzvahs

Engagements
Obituaries
Weddings

Graduations
Special Birthdays 

Special Anniversaries
Birth Announcements



Alternative Summer Experience 
at The Shaw JCC
Although we made the difficult decision to 
cancel Camp JCC for this summer, we have 
been working tirelessly to develop an 
Alternative Summer Experience that is safe 
and enjoyable for all involved. 

Our goal is for every child to have a meaningful 
experience while they are here at the Shaw JCC. 
During your camper’s time with us, they will be 
learning new skills, strengthening old ones and 
creating lasting friendships. We are extremely 
proud of our ever-evolving program and our 
enthusiastic staff who will lead our campers 
through this summer’s dynamic experience.

Health & Safety

Below are the safety precautions we are taking 
as a staff to ensure the health of our campers:

• Small group ratios of 9:1 campers to 
  counselors

• Daily temperature checks for staff and 
  campers upon arrival

• Continued facility and equipment sanitization

• Hand washing will occur upon arrival and after          
  each activity

• Staff wears face masks at all times

• Curbside pick up & drop off with staggered   
   time slots

• Snacks in individual packaging will be 
   provided; Campers bring their own meat-free
   lunches and water bottles daily      

• No field trips or transportation via buses; 
  Activities will be onsite only

• Outside visitors are prohibited

• On-site campus medical staff


