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Mission and Vision
Rockland County has the highest density Jewish population (by county) in the United States. With 106,000 Jews making up
over 31% of the population here, the work we do at Federation is more vital than ever. Here is how we focus our efforts.

Bringing the Community Together
Rockland’s Jewish community is unlike any other in its strengths and
its challenges. Federation is the community’s convener- celebrating
our heritage, securing Jewish lives, institutions and congregations,
acting together to support the people of Israel, and empowering our
diverse community to take action against antisemitism. We
communicate with all congregations and elements of the community
to share information, bring people together and organize the work
that needs to be done.

Helping Those in Need

The vital needs of Jewish children, seniors and the vulnerable here and
abroad are at the core of the Federation’s identity and agency. We
support this through allocation grants, directed gifts and legacy giving.
Each year we direct Community Campaign funds to both existing
partners and new grantees who are doing important work in the
community. 

Strengthening Jewish Institutions
Leveraging the community’s resources, Federation supports and
enables expressions of Jewish identity and engagement, reaching a
diverse population inclusive of background, observance, gender and
race. We achieve this by delivering or supporting a range of Jewish
services, programs and experiences- including in Rockland, in Israel,
and around the world. We put a huge emphasis on securing all of
these institutions through the Rockland Community Security Initiative.

Celebrating Jewish Life

Uniquely among Rockland’s Jewish Institutions, Federation is a convener
and uniting force. It acts in the community’s interests to celebrate
tradition, heritage and culture. 

Federation strives to maintain a steadfast ethical communal voice in
Rockland, informed by consultation, partnerships, and collective action
across divides both within and beyond the Jewish community. We
operate in a non-partisan manner, working with all representatives across
the political spectrum, for the greater good of our people. Our policies
and actions are always guided by Jewish ethics. 

Acting with Integrity



Message from
the Co-Presidents
Marcy Pressman and Evan Karzhevsky

We are pleased to present the annual report for the Jewish
Federation & Foundation of Rockland County for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 2026.

This past year, our community finally made it to Israel - on the
third try! Our allocations delegation went to look for high impact
opportunities for our community’s Israel donations. With a focus
on supporting IDF soldiers, reservists, and their families,
especially through trauma support services, we visited with a
number of organizations and were inspired by all of them. Though
we had a hard time narrowing down the opportunities, in the end
we made substantial investment grants to the following
organizations: Niv Nirel Center, Chayal El Chayal and the Haifa
Rape Crisis Center. With additional support, we also made
smaller contributions to Temech and the Jordan River Children’s
Village. We hope to engage all of these organizations in a long-
term relationship with our community.  

Thank you to all those who attended our Comedy Night to
benefit Niv Nirel and to those who joined us with Lior Raz, co-
creator and star of Fauda, to raise funds for Magen David
Adom (one of our longstanding partners). In these times
especially, it is important to have fun while doing some good.

Following our focused work in Israel, we led a group of 30
diverse individuals on a community mission supporting Israel,
learning first-hand about the impact of October 7th and the
ongoing response to it. It was a meaningful trip with new
friendships formed and new perspectives shared. Evan
returned to Israel with her family in spring 2026 to dive a little
more in depth into the traditional Israel tour experience. Like
many, she and her family spent time in shelters among anxious
but determined Israeli people in the early days of the missile
barrage from Iran. 



Message from
the Co-Presidents
Marcy Pressman and Evan Karzhevsky

Locally, we continued to support our larger beneficiary agencies
and expanded our reach with our small grant initiative (up to
$3000) for several organizations including Chabad Israel Jewish
Center, Koshertroops, Nevut, Sparks, and The Friendship Circle.
Six additional organizations will receive small grants in the coming
days, and we will invite more applications this summer. 

We continued to expand our reach with our Rockland Community
Security Initiative. Close to 3000 volunteers were trained and 150
vulnerability assessments conducted across 300 organizations.
We successfully applied for and received grant dollars supporting
our security, though as these were at a smaller scale than our
initial grant, we now rely more on community support. Our
community is expected to pick up a greater share of the security
costs each year unless we find alternate sources of funding. We
continue to advocate for security dollars for our community at
every level of government, and we are applying for grants.

This past year, we continued to make progress with the
elements of our strategic plan, and we convened community
leaders several times to do a “gut check” on whether the plan
(developed 3 years ago) needed to be revisited post-October
7th. Input from the advisory group indicated a high interest in
focusing on Jewish education, particularly for teens,
leadership development, and legacy giving. Focused work in
these areas will be a priority in 2026/2027.

It has been an honor to serve this community.

L’Chaim,

Evan Karzhevsky & Marcy Pressman, Co-Presidents



Message from the CEO
Ari Rosenblum

Almost all of us participate in a Passover Seder each year, and
almost all of us will be familiar with the fun and meaningful
song in the Haggadah - Dayenu - which means “It would have
been enough.” The Haggadah includes all of the details of the
exodus, each of which would have been enough to praise and
thank the Almighty. 

Looking back over this past year, even as I am proud of our
accomplishments, achievements, and our advocacy, I look out
at our global Jewish community and I say “It isn’t enough.”

We brought over two dozen community members to Israel for
the first time in several years, meeting Israelis, volunteering
with great organizations like Leket, paying our respects as we
learned on-site about the multiple tragedies of October 7th,
and experiencing the sobered, but resilient and determined
Israel that has emerged over the last two years. But it isn’t
enough. We need to bring more. 

We met with and funded several incredibly worthy and
effective Israeli charities, mostly addressing trauma and social
resilience, but it isn’t enough. We need to raise more funds to
support more organizations. 

We delivered security training to almost 1000 people in
Rockland this year (now over 3000 since our Security Initiative
began close to 4 years ago), in dozens of sessions, hundreds of
consultations and assessments enabling millions in government
grants, as we built our network to over 300 better secured
Jewish institutions in Rockland. But it is not enough. We need
to face rising threats with even more preparedness. 

Our programs - informative, educational, musical, activist, even
humorous - reached thousands of members of Rockland’s
Jewish community. But it is not enough. We need a motivated,
educated and robust community to come together in even
greater numbers. 



Message from the CEO
Ari Rosenblum

We built upon long-standing relationships with our major local
beneficiaries and welcomed many new ones with substantial
grants to help those in need, build community, share our
heritage and bring people together, but it is simply not enough.
Together we must develop additional financial resources so that
we can help even more. 

Finally we confront the growing scourge of antisemitism on our
streets, on social media, in our village halls, in local schools,
and in businessplaces across Rockland. We’ve created strong
alliances to fight this pernicious evil, and we have advocated
right here in Rockland, in NYC, in Albany and in Washington
DC to push back and overcome. But it is not enough. 

The challenge grows, and our response must not only grow to
meet it, but our true response must be to fund, to foster and to
build Jewish life everywhere we can reach. That’s the truest
response. 

It isn’t enough. But it could be. 

It could be, with your partnership. With your time, with your
financial support, and with your active participation. It could
be. 

Looking forward to saying “It would have been enough” about
our success for many years into the future. 

Ari Rosenblum, 
Chief Executive Officer
Jewish Federation and Foundation of Rockland County 



Rockland’s Community Security Initiative
Rockland County is home to one of the largest and most diverse
Jewish populations in the United States, spanning synagogues,
schools, camps, and community organizations across a wide range
of denominations and backgrounds. From June 2025–June 2026,
CSI deepened its presence across the county through training,
vulnerability assessments, incident responses, and sustained
partnerships with law enforcement and government agencies.

From June 2025–June 2026, CSI conducted 36 training sessions
reaching 986 participants, including Active Threat, Stop the Bleed,
Emergency Operations Planning and Lockdown Drill exercises, and
Greeter/Screener training. These programs equipped community
members, staff, volunteers, and lay leaders with practical skills to
recognize threats, respond to emergencies, and coordinate with
first responders. As a recent example, in May 2026, CSI Regional
Security Director Ethan Erlich conducted two active threat
preparedness training sessions at a Talmud Torah in Monsey (first
with school leaders from the younger division, and a second with
the older boys' cheider staff). Sessions covered active threat
awareness, emergency response procedures, and practical
communication protocols. This kind of tailored, institution-specific
training was delivered in the context of that specific community
and is what distinguishes CSI's approach across Rockland County.

CSI also completed 15 formal Threat and Vulnerability Assessments
(TVAs) and 98 physical security consultations, helping institutions
evaluate security enhancements, strengthen emergency planning,
and position themselves for future grant opportunities. 



Rockland’s Community Security Initiative
Throughout the year, CSI also strengthened relationships with law
enforcement partners and information sharing with local, state, and
federal agencies, totaling 305 such engagements.

CSI's work extends beyond training and consultation. Over the past
three years, CSI facilitated surge guard coverage on three
occasions, administered grants to fund security personnel at five
early childhood programs and camps, and supported institutions
with additional targeted resources as needs arose. Nearly 3,000
community volunteers have been trained through CSI programs,
forming a broad foundation of prepared, security-aware residents
across the county.

As a partnership program of the Rockland Jewish Federation and
JCRC NY, CSI has been able to build a community-wide security
culture grounded in prevention, preparedness, and resilience.

In 2025, CSI's intelligence desk identified and assessed 221 threats
to Jewish life, supported 5 arrests, facilitated 24 law enforcement
interventions, tracked 42 interstate threat escalations, and
monitored 97 international threats originating from 34 countries.
These numbers reflect a key reality: dangers targeting New York’s
Jewish community frequently originate far beyond New York’s
borders. 

A trained, vigilant and situationally aware community is a more
secure community, and over the four years CSI has been active in
Rockland, the community has taken great strides towards that goal.



Community Campaign, Community Relations and Programming

In September 2025, we kicked off our Community Campaign for
2026 with Israeli singer and IDF reservist Omri Goren. The event
took place at New City Jewish Center and had over 200 attendees
there to enjoy his beautiful music and gain insight into what
Federation does in the community.

Our community focuses on engagement that brings people together, strengthens our bonds, honors our heritage and
raises funds for those in need. What follows is a collection of engaging programming done by Federation in 2025-2026.

In the Fall of 2025, 150 participants heard from well-known Israeli
journalist Lahav Harkov of the Jewish Insider. Our program was
titled “Where do we go from here?” with Harkov discussing the post-
Gaza hostage return, and Israel’s political, social, and electoral
landscape after the war with Hamas.

For Chanukah, we brought back our Eight Days of Giving program
where we highlighted one of our partnerships for each day of the
holiday and detailed why we support them. We also engaged in
holiday programming and different menorah lightings throughout the
community.



Community Relations and Programming
When all of the hostages were finally home, we teamed up with
UJA-NY for the Hostage tag project where we collected all of the
pins and tags to be used in an art project memorializing 10/7. 

With the start of the Iran War, we hosted a Community briefing on
Iran with Ariella Rada, Consul for Media Affairs from the Israeli
consulate in New York.

Our annual Yom Hazikaron program featured Israeli style collective
songs, prayers, and a moving message from a local IDF veteran from
the NEVUT Lone Soldier organization who is also the brother of a
fallen IDF soldier.

Cassie Blotner, Board member, and Yisroel Isaacs, Vice President,
organized a Comedy Night with Talia Reese at Levity Live in West
Nyack. Over 200 attended. Proceeds from the event went to the Niv
Nirel Center for Trauma and Rehabilitation.

In April, we hosted an informative webinar with Rafi Josselson, a
leading disability and inclusion activist, on neurodivergence and
inclusivity within the Jewish community, challenges faced, and how to
create a welcoming space.



Community Relations and Programming
In May 2026, partnering with AFMDA, 300 attendees joined us for an
evening featuring Lior Raz, creator and star of the global sensation
Fauda. Proceeds from the event supported training for resilience
specialists helping first responders at Magen David Adom.

Later in May, we brought together close to 100 participants to travel
to New York City and march in the annual Israel Day on Fifth parade.

Federation leadership attended memorials such as the 9/11
Rockland County remembrance program in Haverstraw as well as
Yom HaShoah programs at the Rockland County Courthouse.

In June, we hosted an Organ Donation webinar where attendees
were educated on the mitzvah of making life saving organ donations
with Rabbi Joshua Rabin and LiveOnNY.

Additional programming included events with:
Hadassah Women, RBBN, Rockland B2B Networking,
Movement Against Anti Zionism (MAAZ) communications
training, Educational programming in partnership with
Dominican University, Giving Tuesday for Nevut- helping IDF
and lone soldiers transition back to civilian life.



Advocacy
Advocacy is one of the core tenets of what we do at
Federation. Our voice is our strength and we must
make sure that we are heard when it comes time to
advocate for the safety and dignity of our people.
Our lay leaders and professional advocates have
traveled to Albany and Washington DC to meet
with lawmakers and with Congress to address the
security needs of the Jewish community, including
advocating for buffer zones and the new Jewish
American Security Act.

We also regularly engage with village, town and
county government as well as local school boards
to both advocate for our community’s needs and
address emergent challenges and incidents that have
occurred. 

Federation volunteers have spoken at several town and
village halls in Rockland to counter anti-Jewish and anti-
Zionist agendas. We also engage with government and
NGOs on food security, public health, seniors, and
inclusion for disabled members of the community. 



Partnerships and Outreach

Dominican University

Rockland County Human Rights Commission

Hate and Bias Prevention Council of the NY
State Division of Human Rights

Jewish Community Relations Council of
 New York

Our partnerships through congregational partners, as well as civil society, are integral to our role in
building community in Rockland. It’s essential that we engage in outreach to other impactful

organizations in the community and all work together for the greater good. 

Rockland County Pride Center in Nyack



Local Grantees
We are proud to be able to support local
organizations through our Community
Campaign and our Foundation. They are
doing wonderful work in the community. 

Nevut
Nevut empowers IDF Lone Soldier veterans as they
transition to civilian life. Led by Rabbi Ari Abramowitz,
this organization provides essential mental health and
well-being services to soldiers who have completed
their services and returned to the United States. They
use a one-on-one case management protocol to ensure
that each individual’s needs are uniquely met. Nevut is
the leading organization in the United States that is
dedicated to supporting IDF veterans.

Chabad Israel Jewish Center

Chabad Israel Jewish Center in Nanuet has an annual
outreach program for unaffiliated Israeli/Hebrew
speaking families who live in Rockland. They help
establish roots and find support systems and
congregations to engage with. 



Local Grantees The Friendship Circle

Sparks
Sparks is a local women’s organization dedicated to
helping mothers with young children. They provide
mental health support and a network, specifically for
the postpartum period.

Additional Grantees

Ramah Day Camp Nyack - Enabling Israeli Staff Travel
Chabad of the Nyacks - Security Assistance
Haverstraw Jewish Book Club
Ray of Hope - Addressing Trauma from Sexual Abuse
Monsey Camp Fund/Rockland Chesed Network
Tikvaseinu - Addressing Postpartum Depression

The Friendship Circle provides services to families with
children or young adults with special needs. Friendship
Circle is focused on providing activities and
experiences for the kids, while also providing support
for the parents. The wide variety of programming
allows for strong friendships to form within the
community. Adult and teen volunteers are also a part of
the organization.



In November of 2025, after several attempts stymied by  
post 10/7 conflict, we were finally able to take two groups
of community members to Israel. Members of the
Federation’s allocations committee, joined by community
members, met with several worthy organizations to
determine how Community Campaign and Foundation
funds could be best deployed to help Israelis recovering
from the trauma, displacement and difficulties of over two
years of war. 

Niv Nirel Center: a pioneering trauma and
rehabilitation facility in Israel dedicated to treating
veterans experiencing combat-related trauma,
facilitating reasearch and training therapists,
founded in the aftermath of October 7th. 

Chayal el Chayal: Founded in 2010 to help lone
soldiers on leave from the IDF with education,
meals, accomodations, guidance and community.

Haifa Rape Crisis Center: Comprehesive shelter,
legal aid, therapy, medical treatment and support
for victims of sexual violence and their families. 

Israel Allocations

Leket: A national food bank that rescues surplus
food and serves 330,000 people weekly.

Jordan River Village: A respite  and creative
camp experience for children living with serious
illnesses or disabilities.

Temech: Women helping women - Temech is
dedicated to advancing the employment and
entrepreneurial opportunities of Haredi women in
Israel. 



Israel Solidarity Mission 2025
An incredible and powerful trip!



With the sharp rise in antisemitism, Federation remains
steadfast in our commitment to HMCTE as the integral
educational element of our strategy to confront hate and
bias. Helping to build diversity, tolerance and respect
within and beyond the community is essential. This
includes regular consultation, joint programming, and
cooperative work with local school districts, as well as
advocacy to New York State in advancing its Holocaust
education mandate.

Holocaust Museum and Center for Tolerance and Education
Federation is proud to partner with the Holocaust
Museum and Center for Tolerance and Education as a key
beneficiary of our Community Campaign. The Holocaust
Museum sees visits from tens of thousands of students
from across Rockland and surrounding counties, from
local and regional parochial and public schools. More
than two dozen local Holocaust survivors participate in
the Museum’s educational programming. Sharing the
experience of the Holocaust is a starting point for
discussion, dialogue, and educating against hate. The
Museum has also developed and deployed a
groundbreaking initiative for teens in partnership with
the Haverstraw African American Connection, Better
Together, which engages in challenging conversations to
break down misconceptions and prejudice.

JFFRC
 partnerships



Rockland Jewish Family Service

Rockland Jewish Family Service is the quiet hero among
Federation’s beneficiary agencies. Federation proudly
supports their programming and services. These include
Family-Based Clinical Counseling Services, Social Skills
Education, Older Adult Services - especially Holocaust
survivor support - and the Rhoda Bloom Kosher Food
Pantry. Since October 7th, they have provided additional
counseling and resources to the many people in our
community who have been hurt, traumatized, bereaved
and saddened by what has happened and by our new
collective reality. 

RJFS, like many non-profits throughout the nation, has
been challenged by the changing grant environment.
Federation has maintained our support and advocated
to our representatives for the impacts of these freezes
and changes to be mitigated and addressed. We will
continue to be a stalwart supporter of RJFS’ vital work,
and will look for ways to further support their work.JFFRC

 partnerships



Hillel Rockland
Hillel brings together hundreds of students from
Rockland Community College, as well as recent
graduates, to celebrate Jewish experiences, including
Shabbat dinners, Birthright missions, musical programs,
and advocacy workshops. Last year Rockland Community
College welcomed a new President. Federation has been
proud to deliver and partner in programs addressing
Jewish unity, the challenges of antisemitism, new
security challenges, and productive engagement with
College administrators. 

This year we have seen more robust on-campus
programming in greater numbers. Hillel had an especially
successful  and well attended schedule of programs for
Jewish American Heritage Month. Hillel is, and will
continue to be, a source of volunteers for Federation
programming, advocacy for Israel and the Jewish people.JFFRC

 partnerships



The Bobbi and Barry Lewis JCC

JCC was recently renamed as the Bobbi and Barry Lewis
Jewish Community Center in honor of the Lewis family
legacy and their significant contributions to the
community. They remain Federation’s most significant
partner and ally and we continue to work closely with
them on significant programs and endeavors.

JCC is the central address for Jewish life for hundreds of
families in Rockland and Bergen Counties. It provides
athletic and fitness space, summer camp experiences,
early education, senior and family programming, as well as
leadership opportunities for youth and much more. We
look forward to continuing our collaborative efforts for a
strong and healthy Jewish community.

JFFRC
 partnerships



Midreshet
Federation’s Midreshet programming serves our
constituency of adult learners with three sessions
throughout the calendar year. This past year we saw an
increase in registrations with just over 160 registrations.
Midreshet courses are taught by Rockland Rabbis,
leaders and educators for different segments of our
community on a number of Jewish topics. This past year
we had courses such as: The Jewish Journey Through
Life, Women in the Bible, From Zionism to Statehood -
The Birth of Israel, Zionism for the 21st Century, Hebrew
Through Music, and Understanding G-d.

In February, we gathered some of our wonderful
educators to help us put on another Rockland Day of
Jewish Learning with just over 50 participants.



PJ Library

Federation has delivered Jewish themed books monthly,
to over 470 children across the community, through our
partnership with the Grinspoon Foundation and PJ
Library. This was an increase from our numbers in 2024-
2025 and we are proud to be educating more young
minds!

The PJ Library program shares monthly updates with local
programming and resources, including local child-
friendly events with Jewish content in Rockland County.



Financials: Fiscal Year 2025



Financials: Fiscal Year 2025



Gratitude
With much appreciation, we recognize all of our board members for their continuing leadership during this challenging period. Special thanks

go to our Co-Presidents Marcy Pressman and Evan Karzhevsky. So many of our board members have stepped up and stepped in to lead
programming, make connections, and take responsibility for the wellbeing of our community. We are grateful to and for all of them. Thanks as

well to Esther Schulman for her dedication and professionalism.

We applaud and thank our local agency leadership - David Kirschtel, Maria Dowling, Andrea Winograd and Dov & Shevy Oliver for their
partnership and their stewardship of our vital community agencies. Their staff do incredible work as well and we are grateful. 

 
We thank our partners at the synagogues represented at the Rockland Board of Rabbis, as well as our partners among schools, shuls, and
camps. Organizations such as the Community Outreach Center, Agudath Israel and the Anti Defamation League as well as Hatzolah and
Chaverim have become important partners in addressing needs in our community. We are proud to work cooperatively with several local

Chabads, AJC, Hadassah Women, and several other local and national organizations. 
 

We are indebted to our local (town, village and county), state and federal law enforcement partners for their untiring devotion to securing our
community and its institutions. And we are grateful to the elected officials and staff of Ramapo, Clarkstown, Orangetown, Haverstraw and

Stony Point for their partnership. We appreciate the friendship of the County Executive and the County Legislature and their staff, as well as
the offices of the Sheriff and the District Attorney. Our State Senators and Assembly members have taken the issue of antisemitism very
seriously and we are grateful for their work, as well as the Governor and her continuing commitment to fighting the scourge of hate and

antisemitism. 

Congressman Lawler and Senators Schumer and Gillibrand have met with us, listened to us, and have advocated for our community and for
Israel each in their own ways. Especially noteworthy are the Congressman’s Antisemitism Awareness Act and the Jewish American Security

Act. And, of course, we are thankful for the support and trust given to us by our community of donors, to represent them in our grants,
programs and vital work. We steward every dollar and look forward to your continuing support.



OUR TEAM
The Jewish Federation and Foundation of Rockland County

Board Members: Roberta Aaronson, Annabelle Attias, Mort Becker, Rabbi David Berkman, Cassie Blotner,
Stephen Cohn, Chaya Ehrenreich, Andrew Eisen, Rivkie Feiner, Eli Gleiberman, Lisa Green, Robert Grosser,

Dustin Hausner, Hillary Hazan-Glass, David Heskiel, Orli Irgang, Mark Irgang, Yisroel Isaacs, Greg
Karzhevsky, Evan Karzhevsky, Jeff Koenig, Rabbi Paul Kurland, Melinda Levin, Rich Levin, Dana Weiner-

Marlowe, Mona Montal, Marcy Pressman, Robert Silverman, Stephanie Small, Bonnie Werk

Midreshet Teachers: Leslie Goldress, Rabbi Jill Hackell, Cantor Amy Kanarek, Rabbi Molly Karp

Rockland Day of Jewish Learning: Rabbi Shneur Zalman Haddad, Rabbi Molly Karp, Judith Rose,
 Rabbi Douglas Sagal

Our Staff: Ari Rosenblum (CEO), Barry Kanarek (Director of Operations), Ethan Erlich (Director of Security),
Leigh Lindenbaum (Director of Community Relations), Lija Znakina (Consultant, Design and Marketing)
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