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McMaster’s Leonard Cohen manuscript
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STORY BY ABIGAIL CUKIER
HAMILTON JEWISH NEWS

Hamilton Jewish Federation’s 2022 annual campaign 

raised more than $1.6 million—its highest total ever. 

In addition, its Ukraine Emergency Campaign raised 

$134,946, with those funds going to Federation’s overseas 

partner agencies, the Jewish Agency for Israel and the 

Joint Distribution Committee to provide humanitarian aid 

and support.  Jay State, longtime member of Federation’s 

campaign cabinet, attributes the success to commu-

nity generosity. “Our community stepped up and said, 

‘Together, we are here for all of us. We know our help is 

necessary. Count us in. We are here to do good.’ And good 

we did— with the help of the mitzvah-performing donors, 

the hardworking and committed canvassers, our incredi-

ble professional staff, our amazing Gustavo and the dedi-

cated cabinet.

“We should be very proud of what we have accom-

plished, together, as a caring community, determined to do 

good. I think of the good we will accomplish with the funds 

raised and my heart swells with joy, pride and gratitude.”

CAMPAIGN EXCEEDS EXPECTATIONS CONTINUES ON P4
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McMaster librarian Chris Long with the manuscript he unearthed from the university’s  McLelland and Stewart archive. 

At more than $1.6 million, this year’s 
Annual Campaign was the largest 
in Federation history, despite 
unprecedented circumstances
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FEDERATION EDITORIAL

Looking back,
Going forward

Gustavo 
Rymberg

CEO
HAMILTON JEWISH FEDERATION

The last couple of years have 
been difficult for all of us, but 
despite the lockdowns and many 
other obstacles, the Hamilton 
Jewish Federation accomplished 
great things.  While continuing 
to offer vital services, we quickly 
adapted virtual programming that 
enabled us to reach new audiences 
and develop new relationships. 

Most importantly, thanks to 
generous community support, 
we raised more than $1.7 mil-
lion in another record-breaking 
campaign. 

I want to thank the Federation’s 
board of directors for its ongoing 
leadership during this time, to our 
dedicated staff, and to everyone 
who made a gift to the campaign. 

Now, it’s time to go forward ... by 
embarking on the following  excit-
ing initiatives.

PROTECTING THE VULNERABLE 
IN HAMILTON, ISRAEL AND 
AROUND THE WORLD

The Welcome Home Initiative
The Canadian government has set 
a target to land almost 1.3 million 
new permanent residents between 
2022 and 2024. Some of these new 
immigrants will be Jewish, and 
will be looking for a new city to 
call home.  The Welcome Home 
Initiative is a joint initiative of the 
Jewish Federations of Hamilton, 
London and Windsor, whose 
goal is to attract new Jewish resi-
dents to our respective communi-
ties by showcasing the quality of 
life and robust Jewish infrastruc-
ture available in all three com-
munities through a new English, 
Spanish and Russian website and 
social media marketing and pro-
motional videos. In addition, each 
Federation has developed the 
infrastructure to help settle newly 
arrived Jewish residents. To learn 
more, please visit jwelcomehome.
com.

SUPPORTING ISRAEL AND 
FIGHTING ANTISEMITISM

#nomoreantisemitism 
International Conference
In response to the alarming rise 
of antisemitism and BDS activity, 
the Hamilton Jewish Federation 
has organized the first inau-
gural #nomoreantisemitism 
International Conference, which 
will take place from Nov. 19 to 21, 
2022 at the Art Gallery of Hamilton 
and the David Braley Health 

Sciences Centre at McMaster 
University. It takes all of us to 
stand up together and unite against 
hate and perpetual violence and 
that’s why we’re hoping to see 
broad community attendance. To 
learn more about our impressive 
lineup of speakers and workshops, 
please visit jewishhamilton.org

EDUCATING, ENGAGING AND 
STRENGTHENING OUR JEWISH 
COMMUNITY

B’nai Brith Youth Organization’s 
Hamilton Chapter
BBYO is the leading pluralistic 
Jewish teen movement aspiring 
to involve more Jewish teens in 
more meaningful Jewish experi-
ences. With a network of hundreds 
of chapters across North America 
and in 60 countries around the 
world, BBYO reaches nearly 70,000 
teens annually and serves as the 
Jewish community’s largest and 
most valuable platform for deliver-
ing fun, meaningful, and affordable 
experiences that inspire a lasting 
connection to the Jewish people. 
BBYO is re-opening its Hamilton 
chapter this September.  For 
more information, please call the 
Federation office at 905.648.0605.

Ontario Trillium Foundation
The Hamilton Jewish Federation 
has received a grant from the 
Ontario Trillium Foundation from 
its Resilient Communities Fund 
that will equip our board members 
and professional staff with new 
approaches, prepare for change 
and build resiliency. This grant will 
also increase our ability to access 
financial resources, develop new 
and alternative sources of reve-
nues, and re-imagine the delivery 
of programs and services to meet 
the community, employees, and 
volunteers.

From a global pandemic to a 
war in Ukraine, the last years have 
indeed been challenging, but your 
generosity ensures that our com-
munity could respond immediately 
and effectively. Now, as we go for-
ward to strengthen  and build our 
community, we hope you will join 
us on Tuesday, July 26 at Theatre 
Aquarius at the launch of our 2023 
Annual Community Campaign for 
former Hamiltonian Ben Caplan’s 
riveting performance of Old Stock, 
A Refugee Love Story. Please see 
page 14 of this issue for details, or 
visit jewishhamilton.org.  
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Dizengoff ... more than just a street
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Stroll along Tel Aviv’s elegant Rothschild Boulevard and you’ll come across a bronze 
statue of Tel Aviv’s first mayor, Meir Dizengoff. Dizengoff was once described as a man who 
could reminisce about the future.  He is famous for seizing  the opportunity to transform a 
picturesque suburb of Jaffa into the urban heart of the Zionist endeavour, the financial and 
cultural arena of the Jewish settlement in the Land of Israel. 
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WELCOME TO CHARRED
All our products are made in-house and 

all our chicken is locally sourced and free run.

Our chicken is cooked fresh over a flaming bed of 
hardwood charcoal to deliver that delicious

“Charred” flavour in every bite.
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•	 WE’RE THE GATEWAY TO HAMILTON’S JEWISH COMMUNITY 
The HJN is mailed directly to almost 1,200 Jewish households and  
has a readership of more than 5,000 from across Greater Hamilton.

•	 WE DELIVER AN ACTIVE AND COMMITTED READERSHIP                      
HJN readers support local businesses and professional and personal 
services.

•	 THE BROAD REACH OF OUR WEBSITE AND SOCIAL MEDIA 
Our social media posts drive readers from around the world to our 
website, which averages 1.8K readers every month.

3 reasons to advertise in the HJN 

with links to our advertiser’s websites

Our new print and online

Contact the editor at  wschneider@jewishhamilton.org  
or call 905.628.0058

Now there’s another reason. 

Book your ad now for our 
upcoming Rosh Hashanah issue.
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LEARNING IN 
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Now is the perfect time to consider what would 
be  the best school choice for your child.

•	 	 Enhanced Ontario curriculum
•	 	 Immersion-style French and  Hebrew starting in JK
•	 	 Integrated  curriculum through a Jewish lens
•	 	 Heschel educational philosophy focus on
•	 	 Social action, environmental stewardship
•	 	 Judaic values of respect, kindness and community
•	  	 Enrichment through outdoor education
•	 	 Eco school, art and drama

YOUR CHILD BELONGS AT KEHILA HESCHEL
“WHERE EVERY STUDENT SHINES”

COVER STORY
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Campaign exceeds expectations
CONTINUED FROM THE FRONT PAGE

Since 2017, Federation has continually 
increased its fundraising goal and accom-
plished each one. In 2017, the campaign 
raised $1,025,000. In 2019, the total was 
$1,202,000 and in 2021, it was $1,500,000. 
This year’s total was $1,603,464 and more 
than $1.7 million including the Ukraine 
Emergency Campaign.

“The commitment from the people 
involved was fantastic,” says Gustavo 
Rymberg, Federation CEO. “It’s impor-
tant to say thank you to our volunteers, 
the people in the campaign cabinet, the 
people making the phone calls for dona-
tions and all of the professional staff. And 
thank you to the community for its generos-
ity. All the good everyone is doing is coming 
from across different generations, differ-
ent genders and all backgrounds in the 
community.”

Rymberg says Federation is now looking 
toward 2023. Its goal for next year’s cam-
paign is $1.8 million. “That sounds like a big 
number, but with our campaign numbers 
from the past five years, I think it is realis-
tic,” he says.

“We have gone from lockdown to reo-
pening to war, from known to unknown. 
And we always kept going. We adapted to 
changes and to emergency circumstances. 
We have to go forward and create a more 
diverse, more inclusive and secure Jewish 
community, which we all deserve.”

Howard Eisenberg, Federation board 
chair, believes Federation and the commu-
nity will reach next year’s $1.8 million goal.

“The generosity of our community 
is second to none. And it all starts with 
Federation staff and our volunteers and 
leadership.” he says. “Our success since 
Gustavo came to Federation is no coinci-
dence. He is able to get so many people on 
the bandwagon and it’s contagious. He is 
able to reach people in this community who 
haven’t been reached before.”

Eisenberg says another key to success 
has been the rise in community program-
ming, including events like the Jewish Film 
Festival and Holocaust Education Week, 
as well as regular weekly and monthly pro-
gramming. “That keeps people in touch and 
that’s really important,” he says.

State agrees. “I, along with so many 
others, think the world of Gustavo. It is 
too easy just to say that he is a mensch. 
Gustavo is a leader with a heart, a vision 
and an ability to achieve,” State says. “He 
pulls us to our objectives, brings us along 
with his ideas and goals. I firmly believe 
this is due to his drive to do good for our 
community.  I think that is seen by the com-
munity, recognized and appreciated.  It 
results in our being more motivated by him 
to pull together for the common good of our 
community.”

BY ABIGAIL CUKIER
HAMILTON JEWISH NEWS 

Last summer, after two successful 
Hamilton Jewish Federation-sponsored 
events exploring LGBTQ+ experiences 
in the Jewish community, the J-LGBTQ+ 
Pride Committee was formed at the invita-
tion of the Hamilton Jewish Federation.

“The attendance at these events affirmed 
the need for ongoing attention to the 
needs and interests of LGBTQ+ Jews in 
Hamilton,” says Laura Wolfson, chair of the 
committee. 

The committee’s mandate includes advo-
cating for LGBTQ+ representation and/
or content in all the programs and ser-
vices Federation offers and to plan monthly 
programs for LGBTQ+ Jewish adults and 
youth. 

Events have included an online trivia 
night and a Lag BaOmer Bonfire and 
Storytelling Night at Valens Conservation 
Area, and a Pride Shabbat Dinner on June 
17, co-sponsored by Federation and CIJA 
and endorsed by Temple Anshe Sholom, 
Beth Jacob Synagogue, and McMaster 
Hillel. The catered kosher dinner included 
rainbow challahs by local baker Rhonda 
Dahan,  greetings from local dignitaries, 
as well as Sheba Birhanu, CIJA's associate 
director.

While these events are a chance to 
socialize and have fun, they mean even 
more to Wolfson.

“When I was growing up, there were no 
outwardly queer Jews for me to look up 
to as role models. There were no signs in 
any shul or JCC bearing rainbow flags and 

Committee works towards more 
inclusion of LGBTQ+ in Jewish life

saying, ‘This is a Positive Safe Space’ or 
‘Trans Jews are welcome here.’ There were 
no Jewish rituals marking important life-
cycle events for us,” says Wolfson, who was 
recently appointed to CIJA's LGBTQ2+ 
Advisory Council. 

Even now, synagogues and other Jewish 
organizations grapple with matters like 
how to define family membership or how 
to honour trans and non-binary Jews being 
called up to the Torah for an Aliyah when 
there is no traditional framework for their 
Hebrew names. 

“My wife and daughter and I went to 
Toronto a few years ago with one other 
Hamilton Jewish family for a Pride Shabbat 
service and dinner, because there was no 
event for us to celebrate Pride in a Jewish 
way, here in Hamilton,” Wolfson says. “It is 
important to me to claim our space as an 
LGBTQ+ family in the Jewish community. 
Having the Hamilton Jewish Federation 
sponsor a Pride Shabbat program feels like 
a very welcome, long-due acknowledge-
ment that we belong.”

And events like the Pride Shabbat Dinner 
are not just important for the J-LGBTQ+ 
community, but for the whole community.

“Not acknowledging this as a community 
sends the message that this is something 
we believe should be hidden because it is 
problematic at best, or shameful at worst,” 
Wolfson says. “By identifying that LGBTQ+ 
Jews have been marginalized in the past, 
and by showing that we recognize a need to 
acknowledge the belonging of every Jewish 
person in the Jewish community, we lift 
ourselves up as a community.” 

Have a safe 
summer

from Hamilton’s largest 
full-service law firm

Ross & McBride LLP

No other firm in the city offers as many practice areas

or services to its clients.  If you have any questions about

what we can provide you, feel free to contact us. 

www.rossmcbride.com

1 King Street West, 10th Floor Hamilton, ON L8N 3P6
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the Horizon

Authentic Montreal-Style Bagels

Try our delicious Lox, Chopped Liver, Smoked Meat, 
Tuna and Egg Salad Sandwiches

Assorted Platters & Pastries
Knishes, Latkes & Cheese Blintzes

Matzah Ball, Chicken Noodle and Minestrone Soup
Freshly baked Challah

Save Time. Order Online or 
order through Skip the Dishes or Uber

Old Bagel House
University Plaza, 101 Osler Dr #120, Dundas   (905) 627-5299

oldbagelhouse-ontario.com       
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Alexis 
Wenzowski at 
Federation’s AGM, 
after receiving 
accolades from 
CEO Gustavo 
Rymberg. 

Departing Jewish Family Services executive director praised  
for her compassion and get-it-done attitude

BY ABIGAIL CUKIER
HAMILTON JEWISH NEWS

The COVID-19 pandemic started only 
eight months after Alexis Wenzowski 
became executive director of 
Hamilton Jewish Family Services 
(HJFS). The agency had recently 
passed a new strategic plan that 
included adding mental health ser-
vices. But that change was to happen 
at a slow and progressive pace.

Then, during the first month of the 
pandemic, HJFS staff were working 
remotely, except for Wenzowski, who 
went into the office to keep the food 
bank open. Many clients were coming 
in crying and sharing stories of stress 
and emotional hardship.

“I realized I had a choice. I can 
struggle through this, or I can write 
grants and get services and supports 
in place to really help these people,” 
Wenzowski says. Mental health coun-
selling was soon added to the agency’s 
programs.

This compassion and get-it-done 
attitude are among what agency staff, 
volunteers and Hamilton community 
members are going to miss most when 
Wenzowski leaves her position in July 
to take on a new role as director of 
operations for Winnipeg Jewish Child 
and Family Services.

“Alexis came into our lives when 
we really needed her, ” says Hanna 
Schayer, HJFS board president. “Carol 
Krames, who was universally beloved, 
was ill and we had to find somebody 
who could take the position of exec-
utive director. We interviewed Alexis 
and at the end of the interview, we 
were elated.

“She’s got all the skills you want in 
an executive director but what really 
came across was just how fine a 
person she is. There’s this really good 
mind couched in this person who has 
a wonderful sense of humour and an 
enormous amount of compassion.” 

Schayer says Wenzowksi built on 
the foundation Krames had created of 
an agency rooted in compassion and 
Jewish values. Wenzowski also knew 
that to serve a community facing 
increasing challenges associated with 
mental health, poverty and aging, she 
needed to broaden connections out-
side of the Jewish community. “She 
needed to make our larger commu-
nity understand that there are signif-
icant issues around Jewish poverty 
and food insecurity, that we needed 
the same kind of resources that other 
communities needed,” Schayer said. 
Through her outreach, Wenzowski 
was able to make connections and 
garner new funding.

Wenzowski says the agency reim-
agined how it could work with other 
Jewish organizations, such as through 
growing community gardens with 
Beth Jacob and Kehila Heschel School 
and partnering with Federation 
on grant applications. Wenzowski 
also worked on breaking the myth 
that HJFS only serves the Jewish 
population.

“It is part of our agency’s values that 
no one will ever be turned away. We 
wanted to invite them to participate in 
it,” Wenzowski says.

For the past couple of years, the 
Dundas Valley Sunrise Rotary Club 
has been growing produce for the 
HJFS food bank. This year, HJFS will 

become a full member of Hamilton 
Food Share, which includes getting 
grants from the organization, being 
voting members at its AGM and being 
part of Hamilton’s Emergency Food 
Network. HJFS has also been able to 
increase its offerings to include food 
such as milk and eggs.

“Having worked alongside Alexis, 
I have seen her passion and genuine 
care of people accessing supports at 
Hamilton Jewish Family Services in 
action,” says Joanne Santucci, CEO of 
Hamilton Food Share. “Her commit-
ment to ensuring that any member of 
the Jewish community in Hamilton 
experiencing hunger had access to 
kosher food resources was instru-
mental in helping shape the food 
diversity and inclusion work happen-
ing at Hamilton Food Share. We wish 
her well in her future endeavors and 
thank her for fight against hunger in 
our community.”

Christine Nusca, HJFS office man-
ager, is also grateful for Alexis’ work 
for the community.

 “It was an honour get to know and 
work beside her,” Nusca says. “Upon 
Alexis’ arrival she embraced the com-
munity and helped to strengthen the 

PHOTOGR APH BY WENDY SCHNEIDER, HAMILTON JEWISH NEWS

A fond farewell for beloved community professional
bonds between HJFS, Jewish organ-
izations and organizations at large 
to further the mission of Hamilton 
Jewish Family Services. Alexis was 
always compassionate, kind and 
understanding of all who walked 
through our doors. I know that staff 
and clients wish her well in her new 
endeavor but will miss her caring 
nature and her sense of humour.”

Along with the growth of the food 
security program and mental health 
services, Wenzowski is proud of the 
agency’s budget growth, which has 
gone from $350,000 a few years ago to 
$880,000 in 2022 through an increase 
in donations and grants. HJFS also 
added a second location at J Hamilton 
for its mental health services. When 
she started, Wenzowski was the agen-
cy’s only full-time staff member. Now 
there are seven, with five more part 
time. 

“This has been the opportunity of 
a lifetime for me. Leaving has been 
the hardest personal and profes-
sional decision I’ve ever had to make,” 
Wenzowski says. “I have been privi-
leged to lead an organization where I 
had an incredibly kind and dedicated 
board, presidents who gave me the 
space to be the executive director I 
could be and a tremendous staff with 
big hearts who were able to navigate 
change through the pandemic. And 
the community was so welcoming and 
loving to me.

“When I came in, I tried to think 
about what Carol valued and tried 
to make sure that the culture of the 
agency remained the same—and that 
was a kind place for everyone. I know 
the agency will continue to be run by 
the community for the community. 
I know it will continue to be a small 
agency with such a big heart.”
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Stephanie and 
Jim Mclean, in 
whose honour 
the HHA is being 
renamed.

Former student David McLean’s gift made in honour 
his parents, Stephanie and Jim McLean

Hamilton Hebrew Academy receives historic donation

BY WENDY SCHNEIDER
HAMILTON JEWISH NEWS

The Hamilton Hebrew 
Academy has recently received 
a legacy gift that represents the 
largest-ever single donation made 
by an alumnus in the school’s 
60-year history.  In an impromptu 
meeting with Rabbi Daniel Green 
last October,  David McLean was 
inspired to dedicate the entire 
school, currently undergoing 
extensive renovations, in honour 
of his parents Jim and Stephanie 
McLean.  The school will be 
rededicated as the HHA McLean 
Educational Centre at a gala event 
to be held on Sunday, Nov. 13. 

The meeting took place last 
fall following a phone call David 
McLean made to Rabbi Green 
about a donation he was plan-
ning to make to his alma mater. 
Sensing an opportunity to share 
his vision for the school’s future, 
the rabbi persuaded McLean to 
drop in for a few minutes. 

“There was an annual gift that 
David generally gives and I think 
that’s kind of what his mindset 
was,” Rabbi Green told the HJN, 
adding, “He certainly did not 
come in ... to dedicate a building.” 
But during their walk through of  
the building and its surroundings, 
McLean experienced what the 
rabbi describes as “an expansion 
of imagination.”

“He took a look at the pano-
ramic view of the building, the 
campus, and he said, ‘I want to 
do this for my parents.’ And that’s 
how he articulated it. It isn’t about 

me. It’s about them.”
Jim and Stephanie McLean, 

together for 57 years and mar-
ried for 53, have been stalwart 
members of the Adas Israel and 
Hamilton Hebrew Academy com-
munities for nearly as long. Jim 
McLean converted to Judaism 
shortly before the couple was 
married and, from that day on, 
fully committed himself to living 
life as a Jew.

Rabbi Green first got to really 
know Jim McLean during a mem-
orable March of the Living tour in 
1989. “We were on the bus coming 
out of Auschwitz and ...  Jim got 
up and took the microphone,” 
recalled the rabbi.  “Basically, he 
was talking about how bearing 
the name McLean, people don’t 
necessarily know that he’s Jewish 
... ‘I can tell you from the world I 
came from, if you think this kind 
of thing can never happen again, it 
can.’ It was a very moving speech.”

Jim McLean may often be effu-
sive, but both he and his wife 
were rendered nearly speech-
less at their Shabbat dinner table 
the following Friday night when 
their son handed them a letter 
from Rabbi Green extolling their 
family and informing them that 
the HHA would hitherto be named 
the Hamilton Hebrew Academy 
McLean Educational Centre.  
Phonecalls to their daughters in 
London, Ontario followed.

“I just read (the letter) and I 
started crying,” said the McLean’s 
eldest daughter Sondy Taran.  
Her sister,  Stacey Ublansky, said 
she was both surprised and not 

surprised by the news, “because 
that’s David.”

“He has always made these sort 
of beautiful unexpected gestures 
and has always been very gener-
ous,” she said.  All three McLean 
children say the Hamilton Hebrew 
Academy played a foundational 
role in their lives. 

“I always say I feel like I was 
raised by rabbis,” said Sondy, “and 
when you’re davening to Hashem 
every day and learning Torah in a 
warm environment, it has a major 
imprint on who you are.”

Stacey, recalling parading 
down the halls singing during 
Jewish holidays, said the school  
“brought a very joyful aspect to 
being Jewish.”

As for David, the HHA is like 
family.  “The HHA helped raise 
me, my daughter Tia,  my life-
long friends, my sisters, and in 
many ways my parents too.  The 

HHA transcended into our home 
and our lives through my pas-
sionate teachers.   I see the same 
spirit in Rabbi Green and Rabbi 
Morel which is inspiring. It has 
and always will be the people 
that make the HHA so special,” he 
said.

Stephanie McLean, whose 
favourite song is Whitney 
Houston’s Greatest Love of All, 
told the HJN that the first time she 
heard the words, “I believe that 
children are our future. Teach 
them well and let them lead the 
way,” they went right to her heart.  

That’s why she and Jim could 
not be prouder that their daugh-
ters are so active in London’s 
Jewish community and that their 
son has been one of the HHA’s 
most ardent supporters and effec-
tive fundraisers. As if to illustrate 
her point, Rabbi Green shared 
two memories, the first of  David 

standing at the back of the room 
at countless Adas Israel broth-
erhood fundraisers bidding up 
item after item.  “He was doing 
that because it fit into his whole 
mindset where he could support 
a shul, buy gifts for other people, 
but always position himself in 
the back of the room out of the 
limelight.”

The second memory was of 
David going out of his way at an 
HHA fundraising dinner a few 
years back to encourage his 
former classmates to sponsor a 
table.  “He wanted to make sure 
that his class should do a schol-
arship together ... For him, it 
was always about bringing more 
people in. He doesn’t just want to 
write a cheque. He wants to get 
people involved and acknowledge 
the gifts they got in their past.”

The rabbi also had many words 
of praise for the McLean par-
ents. “Jim is a person who lives 
and breathes Jewish community 
...  and Stephanie, over the years, 
was very engaged in a very tan-
gible way — front and centre at 
every event,” he said.  

There’s no question in Rabbi 
Green’s mind that David McLean’s 
extraordinary generosity can be 
traced back to the way his parents 
raised him. 

“He’s like an overflowing 
spring that wants to give, and I 
think it’s a beautiful thing that 
he’s concerned about the kids of 
our community and sees himself 
sandwiched between his past, the 
present and the future,” he said. 
“ I think at the end of the day, the 
apples don’t fall far away from the 
tree.”

We are  HIRING 
PART-TIME JPLAY COORDINATOR 

 
If you are looking for a summer job, this is the place for you! 

We are looking for an energetic and strong person to coordinate our new weekly Jplay. 
 

Must be available every Wednesday from 9:30 - 12:30 during the summer

If you are interested in applying, please e-mail your resume and cover letter to  
Jazmin at jrymberg@jewishhamilton.org
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A: He spoke about Montreal often 
and I think it’s kind of impos-
sible to understand Leonard 
Cohen without understanding the 
Montreal that he grew up in. You 
have this franco-
phone prov-
ince Quebec, 
in which 
you have 
an English 
speaking 
minority, 
and inside the 
English speaking minority is this 
Jewish minority, so it’s a minority 
inside a minority inside a minor-
ity and everyone’s very busy kind 
of defining themselves. There’s 
no doubt in my mind that Leonard 

Matti Friedman

McMaster manuscript sheds light on Cohen’s time in Sinai

BY WENDY SCHNEIDER
HAMILTON JEWISH NEWS

A McMaster University librar-
ian played a critical role in the dis-
covery of an obscure Leonard 
Cohen manuscript that would 
form the basis of a new book 
about Cohen’s experiences during 
the Yom Kippur War. 

The story begins in the summer 
of 2019 with an email exchange 
between Canadian Israeli jour-
nalist Matti Friedman and 
McMaster’s archives arrangement 
and description librarian, Chris 
Long, about an obscure Cohen 
manuscript Friedman thought 
might be part of the university’s 
McClelland and Stewart Archive. 

When the email exchange 
occurred, Matti Friedman was 
deep into researching the story of 
Leonard Cohen’s sudden appear-
ance in the Sinai desert in the 
opening weeks of the Yom Kippur 
War. 

Friedman had started think-
ing about the subject in 2009, 
when Leonard Cohen performed 
what would be his final concert 
in Israel. “At that time, I was just 
shocked how excited Israelis were 
that Cohen was here,” Friedman 
told the HJN, until coming across 
an article in an Israeli newspaper 
about Cohen’s showing up during 
Israel’s darkest hour. “Israelis 
never forgot it.”

Friedman would eventually 
track down Israelis who were at 
a series of impromptu concerts 
Cohen performed during the cha-
otic opening days of the war. 
“I had the memories of Israelis 
who saw Cohen,” Friedman says. 
“Soldiers who were at the front. I 
had memories of musicians who 
travelled with Cohen. I had some 
of Cohen’s songs that echoed this 
experience.” What he didn’t have 
was an account from the man 
himself.

“Cohen never seems to have 
mentioned it afterwards,” said 
Friedman. “It was clearly a diffi-
cult experience for him, and yet, I 
didn’t have his own words about 
what had happened, and that was 
obviously a gaping hole at the 
centre of my book project.”

When Friedman reached out 
to Long that day, he was follow-
ing up on a footnote in a 1990s 
Cohen biography that referred to 
a manuscript in the university’s 
McCLelland and Stewart archive. 
It felt like a shot in the dark, which 
turned out to be the case. For 
Long was unable to find any men-
tion of the manuscript at first, 
and it was only on further investi-
gation that he found the mystery 
manuscript in a box in an off-site 
storage facility in Dundas. 

“I was astounded by it,” Long, a 
long-time Leonard Cohen fan, told 

the HJN, recalling the moment he 
first laid eyes on the 44-page type-
written document that he imme-
diately scanned and forwarded to 
Friedman. Friedman was just as 
excited. “He said very pointedly 
that the document was fascinat-
ing, that it would be very signif-
icant to his research and that it 
was real and raw Leonard Cohen 
… that was very exciting for us,” 
Long says.

Friedman told the HJN that 
finding the manuscript felt “like 
striking gold.” “I hadn’t been 
sure that this manuscript even 
existed or that it could be found. 
And then, suddenly, there it was,” 
he says. “I opened it and realized 
what I was seeing, which was 
exactly what I was looking for. 
That doesn’t happen a lot in jour-
nalism that you get exactly what 
you were looking for. But here was 

Leonard Cohen performing with a young Matti Caspi on guitar during the Yom Kippur War as Maj. Gen. Ariel Sharon 
looks on. The McMaster University manuscript contains the only record of Cohen’s thoughts about his experiences.   

Cohen in the first person telling 
us not only what had happened 
in kind of journalistic language, 
but also what it felt like in very 
Cohenesque, often very difficult, 
sometimes obscene, but always 
interesting prose.”

When Friedman’s book, Who by 
Fire, Leonard Cohen in the Sinai 
came out last March, Chris Long 
heard from his Jewish mother-in-
law, who had read a review that 
mentioned a cardboard box in 
Hamilton being an important part 
of Friedman’s research.

“Do you know anything about 
that?” she asked him. “Yes,” he 
replied, laughing.  “I know eve-
rything about that. It’s my card-
board box.”

When he finally got his hands 
on a copy of Friedman’s book, 
Long was delighted to see 

passages from the manuscript 
quoted “quite liberally” through-
out the book. “It’s really incredible 
that essentially, a single docu-
ment could have such an impact 
on the final story.” Long says 
that his department completes 
research requests for researchers 
around the world every day, with 
its material often ending up in 
books, papers and films. “But it’s 
a rare thing when kind of a single 
discovery can be such a signifi-
cant aspect of the final story. So 
that was very cool,” he says.

Matti Friedman never got 
to interview Leonard Cohen, 
although he came close. In 
November 2016, he pitched his 
book idea to his editor surmis-
ing from a New Yorker interview 
with Cohen that the singer was 
in ill health. When his editor said 
he’d sent Friedman’s proposal to 
Cohen’s people, Friedman had 
visions of sitting in Cohen’s living 
room within weeks. Alas, the fol-
lowing day, his editor sent him 
an email with the subject line, 
“holy s**t” and a link to Cohen’s 
obituary. 

“I was pretty bummed out and 
I actually didn’t do much with the 
book for a while after that,” he 
says. Today, he sees it differently. 
“I think that fate decided to make 
it up to me in the form of Chris 
Long and McMaster because if I 
couldn’t have Cohen in person, 
than a pretty good alternative is 
a Cohen manuscript, and in fact, 
in retrospect, if I had to choose 
between interviewing the elderly 
Leonard Cohen about this and 45 
typewritten pages of raw Cohen 
written immediately after the 
war, there’s no doubt that, jour-
nalistically, the manuscript would 
be the thing to choose. So I’m not 
angry at fate. I think that on bal-
ance I did okay.”

Matti Friedman on Leonard Cohen’s “myth home” 
Matti Friedman reflects on the implication of Cohen seeing  Israel as a “myth home”  and his lifelong attachment to the city of his birth

BY WENDY SCHNEIDER
HAMILTON JEWISH NEWS

In the manuscript Chris Long 
dug out of the McMaster ar-
chives, Leonard Cohen refers 
to Israel as his “myth home.” 
Below, Friedman reflects on 
the deeper meaning behind the 
phrase.

Q: What do you think Cohen 
meant when he referred to Israel 
as his “myth home.”
A: I’m not sure if Cohen knew 
what it means, but I think a lot 
of Jewish people instinctively 
understand what it means, which 
is that, of course you have your 
normal home ... but you have 

this idea that your mythic home 
is somewhere else. I think in 
Judaism, the myth home is really 
wired into the religion, which 
really revolves around this idea of 
a myth home and in the 20th cen-
tury, with Zionism, the myth home 
kind of becomes real. And I think 
it makes it sometimes a bit upset-
ting for people to come to Israel 
expecting some kind of mythic 
home and to find a real coun-
try, which is of course as messed 
up as any other country. I think 
that can make it a bit jarring and I 
think in many ways it was jarring 
for Cohen. And you can kind of 
feel it in his writing that he doesn’t 
leave the war waving the Israeli 
flag and singing the national 

anthem. And he’s quite shaken by 
it I think and part of it is obviously 
being in a war and part of it is, you 
know, expecting a myth home 
and finding a real country in the 
Middle East. So, I think that it’s 
actually a very interesting phrase, 
not just for those of us who under-
stand this particular moment, but 
for anyone looking at the Jewish 
experience. I think that the idea of 
a myth home is really interesting 
and important.

Q:  Cohen chooses his hometown 
cantor to sing on his final album 
and Montreal as his final rest-
ing place. Was Montreal another 
kind of “myth home” to Leonard 
Cohen. 

Cohen’s pronounced Jewish iden-
tity is at least in part because of 
that very specific experience of 
growing up in Montreal when 
he did. Jews were beginning to 
be accepted but weren’t quite 
accepted and were actually quite 
separate. Cohen’s family was 
quite wealthy and successful, but 
they were definitely Jewish and 
they were not assimilated and he 
takes all that baggage with him 
as he leaves Westmount for the 
greater country of Canada and 
eventually wanders out of Canada 
altogether but never really for-
gets that he’s not just Canadian 
but from a very specific neigbour-
hood in Montreal at a very spe-
cific time. 

PHOTOGR APH BY YAAKOVI DORON
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WE PAY TRIBUTE TO THE SECOND BOOK OF LIFE GROUP OF HONOUREES
Their stories inspire us, they lift our spirits and they unite us with a common bond of gratitude.  

We are recognizing the individuals and families who made a gift through a charitable fund, 

life insurance policy, or bequest, thus assuring the future strength and vibrancy of our Jewish community. 

For their forward-thinking philanthropy, these generous members of our community deserve our thanks.

The Book of Life is a program dedicated to the celebration of Jewish lives and values through the inspiring stories of 

our donors who have left a legacy for the future through the Hamilton Jewish Federation Endowment Fund. 

If you have any questions or would like to enquire about including your story, please contact Gustavo Rymberg, 905.648.0605 or grymberg@jewishhamilton.org

GEORGINA ROSENBERG  
AND BENJY KATZ
Holocaust Endowment Fund 

Georgina and Benjy believe that 

the Holocaust must forever be a 

constant warning to all of us of 

the danger of hatred, bigotry, 

racism, and prejudice and where 

it can lead. It is their hope that 

the fund they created will help 

educate a new generation  

about their Jewish heritage, and 

the ultimate consequences of  

intolerance. 

RHODA KATZ Z”L  
Holocaust Education 
Endowment Fund 

When Rhoda was 12, she had an 

experience that changed her 

world. One of her close friend’s 

parents were Holocaust survivors, 

and when they left Europe, they 

brought with them the books 

showing images of the atrocities. 

“It had a lasting effect on my 

life,” said Rhoda, explaining  

that the incident marked the  

beginning of her lifelong thirst  

for books on the Holocaust. 

STAN AND LIZ TICK  
Beth Tikvah Endowment Fund 

The foundation of Stan and Liz 

Tick’s lives, both as individuals 

and as a couple, is community. 

Stan and Liz’s vision is that more 

Jewish developmentally delayed 

adults will have opportunities to 

benefit from Beth Tikvah services 

and that the agency continues  

to grow.  That’s why they estab-

lished an endowment fund to 

support the agency in perpetuity. 

SASHA WEISZ  
Legacy Endowment Fund 

Sasha and her husband, Tom, 

have been extremely supportive 

and intimately involved in a  

multitude of Jewish causes. 

Sasha has held leadership roles 

at Temple Anshe Sholom, State 

of Israel Bonds, the Jewish Na-

tional Fund and the Hamilton 

Jewish Federation. She is espe-

cially passionate about combat-

ting antisemitism on university 

campuses and in society. Educa-

tion, in her mind, is the key to 

fighting what she sees as a fright-

ening increase in misinformation.  

Hamilton Jewish Federation

Book of Life
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Hamilton with Boris was a really 
unique experience. I mean, he could 
barely make it down any street corner 
without three people coming to him 
and embracing him and saying hello. 
He was a major celebrity in Hamilton 
and I know what it feels like to have a 
major cultural celebrity like that come 
to your synagogue. It just makes you 
puff out your chest a little broader and 
you feel a special sense of pride that 
it’s important to him to come to the 
Jewish community to do something 
like this, and he was so proud of it. 

 Q: Do you have a favourite moment 
you shared with Boris?
A: Yes. It was a Leonard Bernstein 
centennial year concert that turned 
out to be my last collaboration with 
Boris. We brought in Jamie Bernstein, 
Leonard’s daughter, to emcee. To 
see Boris and Jamie, who knew each 
other when they were relative kids, 
sharing their memories of being 
together in New York, and hear Boris 
speak so lovingly about the way that 
Leonard Bernstein mentored him ... 
It was a labour of love for everybody 
involved. As part of that concert, we 
performed a piece that Bernstein 
wrote in 1986 for the reopening of 
the newly renovated Carnegie Hall. 
It’s a piece that is very mystical—the 
way I hear it is almost beams of light 
emerging through the fog, and at the 
end of the piece, a solo voice sings the 
priestly benediction. 

That night, I sort of crept up out 
of nowhere at the back corner of the 
stage and Boris’s and my eyes were 
locked on each other while I was sing-
ing this blessing that we offer as par-
ents to our children every Friday 

Boris Brott and 
Rabbi Morton 
Green sing 
together at a 
2009 concert at 
the Adas Israel.

BY WENDY SCHNEIDER
HAMILTON JEWISH NEWS

Cantor Gideon Zelermyer reflects on Boris Brott’s deep 
attachment to Judaism and the city of his birth

Boris Brott remembered as a “proud, spiritual Jew”

Boris Brott was not an observant 
Jew, but, according to his good friend, 
Cantor Gideon Zelermyer,  the late 
maestro always wore his Jewishness 
with pride. Brott and Zelermyer were 
frequent collaborators at the cantor’s 
Montreal synagogue, Congregation 
Shaar HaShomayim, but the two also 
shared the stage at a memorable con-
cert at the Adas Israel in 2009. In the 
following interview, Cantor Zelermyer 
reflects on Brott’s spirituality and 
deep attachment to the city of his 
birth.

 Q: When did you first meet Boris 
Brott and what was the nature of your 
relationship? 
 A: The first time I ever saw Boris con-
duct was at a concert that was put 
on by a colleague of mine in Toronto, 
Eric Moses at Beth Shalom Synagogue 
in Toronto. There was Boris, this big 
name in Canadian classical music, 
turning around as part of the encore, 
and singing a verse of To Life, L’Chaim 
from Fiddler on the Roof. He wore 
his Judaism so proudly and so easily. 
Boris conducted concerts in syn-
agogues all the time. He loved col-
laborating with cantors. He loved 
sprinkling his speech with Yiddish.

 Q: What do you remember about the 
concert Boris performed at the Adas 
Israel back in 2009?
A: As I understand, the Green rab-
binic dynasty is a major force in the 
Hamilton Jewish scene and this was 
a proverbial passing of the baton 
from father to son. To walk around 

me, not only to have him participate 
in it, but to be able in a small way to 
enable him to have that glow, to be 
back with Leonard’s daughter, and to 
perform this repertoire that meant so 
much to him. You know Boris was not 
an observant Jew, but he was a proud 
spiritual Jew and we shared many 
moments... not just concert moments. 

Q: Can you speak about the impor-
tance of Montreal to both Boris and 
Leonard Cohen? 
 A: I’ve been in Montreal for 21 years 
now. Most of my colleagues who 
are cantors in New York are off for 
Passover because the city becomes a 
Jewish ghost town during Passover. 
People go to destinations or they 
go home, and Montreal is one of the 
places that people come home to. If 
you have that filtered by which to 
view Montreal, then it makes it much 
easier to understand why it was so 
important to Leonard Cohen to know 
that he would rest eternally next to 
the three generations of his family 
that preceded him. And in Boris’s 
case, and again, it’s a very different 
thing to contemplate your resting 
place when you’re 82 as Leonard was 
and facing all sorts of different ail-
ments. It’s another thing to be taken 
so violently, tragically and suddenly 
like Boris was. But I was honoured 
to preside over his burial in Montreal 
next to his parents. And that wasn’t a 
surprise to me. Yes, he spent the lion’s 
share of his life based in Hamilton. 
But Montreal was home. Montreal 
was roots. Montreal was family. And 
so, I perfectly understood that choice 
in a way that I probably couldn’t have 
when I first moved here. But having 
had the experience of being here as 
long as I have been, it made perfect 
sense.

Cantor Gideon 
Zelermyer 
and Boris Brott 
performing 
at Montreal 
synagogue Shaar 
HaShomayim.

PHOTOGR APH COURTESY OF CANTO GIDEON ZELERMYER

night. It’s one of the most remarka-
ble 15-word formulas of any liturgi-
cal text anywhere: “May God bless 
you and keep you; May God’s coun-
tenance shine upon you and be gra-
cious unto you; and may God grant 
you peace.”  This was a moment that 
Boris and I shared of intense spiritual 
connection and to do it in our magnif-
icent sanctuary, as part of an even-
ing and tribute to his mentor—Boris 
was aglow that night. It just meant so 
much to him and it meant so much to 

PHOTOGR APH COURTESY OF ADAS ISR AEL
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ADAS ISRAEL | DOVID KRAVETSKY
Some individuals rise to the moment whenever they are called upon - others seek out opportunities.  Oftentimes the phone will ring in the middle of the day with 
Dovid Kravetsky asking what needs to be done for the community. With understated humility, he lls a vital role both within the synagogue and in the community.  
He has brought smiles as well as physical and emotional support to countless individuals.   
“My volunteer commitment means I get the opportunity to serve Hashem while trying to beautify the world He created. Because it's a Mitzvah to help every Jew, 
no matter what and no matter who.” 

BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE | DAVID WALMAN
As chair of our building committee, David Walman’s passion and expertise play a crucial role in our current exploration of sustainability opportunities. Never one 
to decline a request for help, David recently joined our security committee, developing active threat training and protocols to keep our congregation safe. David’s 
infectious “can do” energy despite countless other commitments remains a true blessing to our community, and we are deeply grateful for his ongoing volunteerism.  
“I grew up in a family that believed in community service, and I too feel the importance of giving back and instilling that in my children. My involvement with 
Beth Jacob Synagogue, Out of the Cold program, and B 'nai Brith has been an integral part of my life for many years." 

HAMILTON HEBREW ACADEMY | DEBBIE GINSBERG
Debbie Ginsberg is a volunteer with seless determination and resilience. Over the last two years, Debbie has been the volunteer coordinator of HHA’s daily lunch 
program. Through her seless contributions of time and energy, this important program meets the needs of our children.    
"I'm happy to help where help is needed  and it is my pleasure to help serve the meals that the kids enjoy." 

HAMILTON JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES | CLINT RICE
Clint Rice is an invaluable volunteer at HJFS. Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, he has supported the most vulnerable. He has made regular food bank deliveries 
to the marginalized, helped us to secure additional food resources for the Hamilton Kosher Food Bank, and has recently begun to share his expertise with us in the 
mental health eld. Kol Hakavod, Clint! We are stronger because of you. 
“My time volunteering with the wonderful people at HJFS has given me beautiful experiences that I will never forget. Food insecurity is more commonly experienced 
now than it has been in recent years. The help we give is very often, above and beyond. Carol's Cupboard should be considered as being an outstanding example 
of a Chesed project. Peace and blessings to you all.” 

HAMILTON JEWISH FEDERATION | JOSH RAUCHWERGER 
Josh Rauchwerger is a valuable member of the Federation board. He headed up co-habitation discussions between Temple Anshe Sholom and Beth Jacob Synagogue, 
sat on Federation’s Strategic Planning Committee, and had an active role in our Welcome Home, Grow Hamilton video. Josh is a most deserving Shem Tov winner.  
“It is important for our families to have an organization that supports and addresses different Jewish needs in our community.  Volunteering is my way of contributing 
to building a cohesive and thriving Jewish Hamilton.  I view volunteering as my duty to ensure the success of JHamilton and the greater Jewish community and 
am privileged to work with engaged, knowledgeable and dedicated leaders.” 

JEWISH NATIONAL FUND | ROY POLLINGTON
Whether it’s stufng envelopes for the Negev Dinner, driving around Hamilton and Burlington to pick up and drop off JNF Blue Boxes, canvassing the community 
for donations, or being an usher at our prestigious Negev Dinners, Roy Pollington always ready to lend a helpful hand at JNF with a huge smile on his face. We 
could not do the work that we do without him, and we are forever grateful for his support.   
“Volunteering was genetically programmed in me by my amazing parents. Their caring about our community taught me to watch for opportunities to give of 
myself. I believe in the JNF and the wonderful things they do and accomplish. Quite simply, I volunteer because I can. I believe it is everyone’s duty to help 
wherever and whenever we can."

KEHILA HESCHEL SCHOOL | LAURA WALTMAN 
As a member of our school’s Health and Safety Panel, Dr. Laura Waltman has guided our procedures to meet and exceed the COVID Public Health guidelines. Laura 
provided sage advice in developing the safe return to school strategy, trained staff in the proper use of PPEs, contributed to the development of school safety 
routines and claried ever changing government guidelines.  Kehila Heschel thanks her for her role in keeping our students and teachers learning during such 
unprecedented times.  
“Schools help to create a foundation for children’s health and wellness. As a pediatrician and parent, nothing is more important than ensuring schools can be suc-
cessful. Partnering with Kehila Heschel to create a safe and thriving environment during this challenging time has allowed me to connect with my community 
when so much focus has been on isolation.”

MCMASTER HILLEL | HANNAH SILVERMAN 
As president of McMaster Hillel, Hannah Silverman managed a 25 person executive and was the face of Hillel for the campus and the McMaster Jewish community. 
Hannah has a strong commitment to community and to Jewish life on campus and did so with great strength and grace throughout the year. It was a pleasure 
working with Hannah in advancing Jewish life on campus.  
"My volunteer commitment to McMaster Hillel introduced me to the most supportive and welcoming community. I am so grateful that I had the opportunity to 
make a positive impact on the student community and I look forward to watching McMaster Hillel continue to ourish." 

NA’AMAT HAMILTON | ELAINE LEVINE 
As a longstanding and valued member of Na’amat Hamilton, Elaine Levine can always be counted on to support our projects, attend meetings with her warmth 
and interest, and offer helpful suggestions. She is often the rst person to send a warm and positive note of congratulations after an event. She brings a strong 
sense of community to our meetings and has done so for many years. We are proud to count Elaine as one of ours at Na’amat, wearing the Na’amat hat among 
so many others she wears.  
“It is my pleasure to be a supportive member and assist with the important work of Na’amat. Inspired by my parents, I have enjoyed the great feeling of stepping 
up to benet many causes.  Through my work at Federation, I also know the huge difference that volunteers make to organizations. We have a great community 
and being involved and giving back are very meaningful to me”. 

SHALOM VILLAGE | SHIRLEY LEVINE
Shirley Levine, 88 years young, has been a volunteer for over 20 years at Shalom Village. Shirley has been involved in a variety of volunteer opportunities. She is 
a loving, vibrant and positive person that lights up a room whenever she walks in and she is truly deserving of this award. 
“I love to help people, I love making people happy. Nothing else to do but to make someone happy and put a smile on someone’s face. We are here for a short time 
in our lives.” 

TEMPLE ANSHE SHOLOM | STEVE ARNOLD Z”L
Steve Arnold’s untimely and tragic passing put our entire community in shock. Since he became a member of the Temple Steve threw himself into every aspect of 
synagogue and Jewish communal life. He participate in virtually every adult learning opportunity. He served on our board and numerous committees and made 
himself available to help at any time. He would give rides to anyone who needed and would make deliveries to people’s homes. He wrote for the Temple bulletin, 
the HJN and the CJN. Whatever was need, Steve would step forward. His memory will always be a blessing. 
“Steve never said no to someone in need. He always said he volunteered because it was very much engrained in his beliefs.” (Pam CeCe, Steve’s wife) 

2022 LEADERSHIP AND COMMUNITY AWARDS 
PRESENTED AT THE HAMILTON JEWISH FEDERATION’S AGM
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MAZAL TOV!

2022 LEADERSHIP AND COMMUNITY AWARDS  
PRESENTED AT THE HAMILTON JEWISH FEDERATION’S AGM

CECE SCHREIBER VOLUNTEER  
LEADERSHIP AWARD | LARRY LEVIN 
 
 
This year, the Hamilton Jewish Federationp presented its most 
prestigious volunteer award — the CeCe Schreiber Volunteer 
Leadership Award — to Dr. Larry Levin, who has been a tireless 
supporter of Federation and many other organizations in our 
community for decades. Larry has served Federation in a number 
of capacities for many years both as a board member and served 
terms as president  and chair of the Annual Campaign. Larry has 
been equally devoted to the Hamilton Hebrew Academy and 
Shalom Village, where he served as president and as interim 
CEO in the rst months of the COVID-19 pandemic. In 2012, the 
Jewish National Fund honoured Larry and his wife Jacki as their 
Negev Dinner honourees. In addition to receiving numerous 
awards for his work as a healthcare professional and leadership 
at the Hamilton Academy of Dentistry, the Ontario Dental Asso-
ciation, and the Canadian Dental Association, Larry also received 
an award from the Hamilton Police for “inspiration, motivation 
and dedication to the Hamilton community. 

HAMILTON JEWISH FEDERATION  
PRESIDENT  AWARD | LORRAINE COHEN 
 
 
The Hamilton Jewish Federation created the President’s Award 
to acknowledge outstanding long-serving volunteers who’ve 
made substantial contributions to multiple agencies within the 
Jewish community. This year, we were delighted to present the 
award to Lorraine Cohen, for her devoted service to many organ-
izations in our community. Lorraine has been a dedicated can-
vasser for Hamilton Jewish Federation’s Annual Community 
Campaign for many years, and a valued member of its Cam-
paign Cabinet and Allocation Committee. Lorraine is equally de-
voted to her synagogue, Temple Anshe Sholom, where she has 
served terms as board president, sisterhood president, and reli-
gious school teacher. Lorraine has also led Temple services on 
numerous occasions. Lorraine has also made time over the years 
to volunteer at Shalom Village and the Jewish National Fund. 
Finally, Lorraine is that rare individual who never hesitates to 
step up when called upon, and our community is truly blessed 
to have her in our midst.

AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE  
IN JEWISH EDUCATION | ANITA BERNSTEIN 
 
The Hamilton Jewish Federation was proud to present Anita 
Bernstein with this year’s Award for Excellence in Education. For 
the past four years, Anita skillfully led Kehila Heschel School in 
her role as director of education. She worked tirelessly to inte-
grate the Kehila curriculum with the Heschel educational phi-
losophy and improve the school’s technological capacity. Anita 
understood that all students deserve accessibility to knowledge 
and information, in the way they learn best. Under Anita’s su-
pervision, Kehila Heschel has become a certied EcoSchool, and 
embraced the opportunity to take learnings outside the class-
room and give back to the community in which we live, showing 
the students how our knowledge and our actions can positively 
impact the Hamilton Jewish community.  Anita’s commitment 
to collaboration and innovation have had a positive impact on 
the people, school, and community she serves. Beyond Kehila, 
Anita is actively involved in many other aspects of Jewish com-
munal life, and our community is the better for it. 

C45 | E20 | THANK YOU CHRIS NUSCA AND ELAINE LEVINE FOR YOUR SERVICE!  
 
At its Annual General Meeting on May 31, the Hamilton Jewish Federation recognized Chris Nusca, who has worked for the organization 
for 45 years, and Elaine Levine, who has been a Federation employee for 20 years.  During his presentation to the long-time employees, 
Hamilton Jewish Federation CEO Gustavo Rymberg said that Loyal and dedicated employees are the foundation of any successful organ-
ization. “For the past 20 and 45 years, you have been essential and valuable members of our team  and have demonstrated how much 
you love what you do. Despite complex and challenging situations, you are always there, ensuring that everything we do as a team is fan-
tastic. As a colleague and friend, I would like to thank you for your help and support over the past ve years of working together. None of 
our accomplishments would have been possible without your hard work and passion.” 

JEWISHHAMILTON.ORG | 905.648.0605 | 1605 MAIN STREET WEST, HAMILTON, ON
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KADIMAH JCAMP CLASSIC 
JCamp classic features everything you know and love about Kadimah JCamp.  Our specialists 
plan their activities according to our weekly destinations.  Heading to Brazil? Pack a wetsuit 
cause we're heading to the Cataratas Iguaçu!  Heading to Finland?  Bring some extra layers!  
Each week we will invite guest representatives from every country we are visiting. Every 
camper will be given their own passport issued by Kadimah JCamp and will collect a 
stamp from every destination. This is a first-class ticket around the world! 

Activities include: Onsite programming according to weekly themes | Special Guests |  
Swimming | Shabbat parties 

KADIMAH JCAMP ADVENTURE
This is the adventure of a lifetime!  Every week in the mornings, we will be joining our JCamp 
Classic campers to different international destinations. Every camper will be given their own 
passport issued by Kadimah JCamp and will collect a stamp from every destination. 
JCamp Adventure splits the day into two distinct programs: Mornings will be on-site 

destination-themed activities planned by our specialists such as sports, group games, 
swimming, dance/drama, cooking/baking, and more. In the afternoons our adventures 
include trips to Adventure Village, Safari Niagara, Wild Waterworks, Treetop Trekking, and 
more!  Hungry for adventure? This camp is for you.  

Activities include:1-2 weekly eld trips | Swimming | Onsite programming according to 
weekly themes | Shabbat Parties 

KADIMAH JCAMP L LEADERS IN TRAINING (LIT) 
FOR THOSE COMPLETING GRADE 7, 8, & 9 
July 11th - 22nd  l  July 25th - August 5th l August 8th - 19th 

This program runs in two-week sessions, each one offering a variety of different experiences. 
The rst week of every session, our young leaders will be placed in cabin groups with  
our specialized staff.  Together, they enjoy age-appropriate camp activities (arts and crafts, 
dancing/drama, sports, swimming, and more).  In the second week, the LITs get to choose 
week-long placements around camp: assisting counsellors or specialists in their programs 
or assisting staff on JCamp Adventure.  LITs will have the opportunity to earn up to 10 hours 
per session toward their High School volunteer hours.  They receive regular feedback from 
their supervisor which they will use to develop their leadership skills.  

JCamp LIT is a great opportunity to build your resume and create new memories at  
Kadimah JCamp.

REGISTER TODAY FOR SUMMER 2022 
First session starts July 11

REGISTER TODAY! 
https://hamiltonjewishfederation.regfox.com/kadimah-jcamp-summer-2022 
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND SCHOLARSHIPS PLEASE CONTACT JENN LASLO, CAMP ADMINISTRATOR 

JLASLO@JEWISHHAMILTON.ORG | 905. 648. 0605 X 300

Get your passports today and pack light. 
The adventure of a lifetime awaits!
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Get ready! Kadimah JCamp is back!

ThIS YEAR, Kadimah JCamp is going 
around the world in seven weeks!  At the 
beginning of each session, campers will 
be given their very own passports that will 
enable them to travel to Canada, Brazil, 
Italy, Finland, Ethiopia, and Israel, where 
they will learn and interact with each 
country’s customs, landscapes, cuisines, 
and Jewish lives. Their passports will be 
stamped at the end of every week. 
This year, Kadimah is offering campers the 
option of enrolling in either its “Classic” or 
“Adventure” stream. The Classic stream 
features everything you know and love 
about Kadimah J-Camp: activities based 
on destination-based themes, swim-
ming, special guests and Shabbat par-
ties. Campers enrolled in our Adventure 
stream will enjoy the same programming, 
but have the opportunity to go on up to two 
weekly field trips to Adventure Village, 
Safari Niagara, Wild Waterworks, Treetop 
Trekking and more.  

In addition to its Classic and Adventure 
streams, Camp Kadimah J-Camp is offer-
ing a two-week LIT program for campers 
in Grades 7-9 to develop their leadership 

skills and get volunteer hours. During the 
first week of every session, our young lead-
ers will be placed in cabin groups with 
specialized staff, where they will enjoy 
age-appropriate camp activities like arts 
and crafts, dancing/drama, sports, swim-
ming, and more. In the second week, the 
LITs will  get to choose week-long place-
ments around camp, such as assist-
ing counsellors or specialists in their 
programs, or assisting staff on JCamp 
Adventure. LITs will have the opportunity 

to earn up to 10 hours per session toward 
their high school volunteer hours. In addi-
tion, they will receive regular feedback 
from their supervisor, which they can use 
to further develop their leadership skills. 
JCamp LIT is a great opportunity to build 
your resume and create new memories at 
Kadimah JCamp. For more information, 
look for Kadimah JCamp on Facebook or 
Instagram. 

NEED TO KNOW
 

WHAT:  Camp Kadimah J-Camp 2022*

WHERE:   

Temple Anshe Sholom, Churchill Park

DATES:  

July 11- 15 	   ☛  Canada

July 18-22  		 ☛  Brazil

July 25-29 		 ☛  Italy

Aug.  2-5** 		 ☛  Finland 

Aug. 8- 12 		 ☛ 	 Switzerland

Aug. 15-19 		 ☛  Ethiopia

Aug.  22-26 		☛  Israel
 
* Scholarships available to help cover cost  
   of camp tuition. 
** There is no camp on the Aug. 1 
       civic holiday.

MORE INFO:   

For Kadimah JCamp updates follow us on:

Facebook:  Kadimah JCamp

Instagram: @kadimahjcamp 

CONTACT:   

Jenn Laslo  at jlaslo@jewishhamilton.org

BY JAZMIN RYMBERG
PROGRAM COORDINATOR, JHAMILTON

“Oh, you are Muslim.” 
It wasn’t a question, 
just a straightforward 

text message from a teenage boy who 
had been forced to grow up far too fast 
and careful about whom he could trust. 
Faizullah* grew up in Kabul, Afghanistan, 
in a home identified only by its district 
name and neighborhood.

It was the end of October 2021 when I 
interviewed Faizullah, and I was eager to 
hear his story. Not only did he and I speak 
different languages and eat different 
foods, but his experience was far removed 
from anything I had ever known.  By then, 
he was waiting in a refugee camp in the 
UAE with his siblings, and we communi-
cated over Whatsapp. 

In my role with the Aleph Institute, a 
Jewish non-profit advocacy organization 
working primarily in the justice arena, I 
never expected to interview a teenage 
Afghan orphan trying to escape Taliban 
rule. And, until August of last year, neither 
did anyone at Aleph. However, our dec-
ades of work within the judicial sphere 
and our international advocacy network 
led us to confront this unfolding humani-
tarian crisis.  

From the Lubavitcher Rebbe I learned 
that wherever a person finds them-
selves is planned by God. Whatever situa-
tion one ends up in, and everything that 

happens there.
God placed a humanitarian mission on 

our doorstep. We needed to respond. 
We had learned about Faizullah and 

his siblings a few weeks earlier. Their 
mother, Sharbat*, a women’s rights activ-
ist, passed away from cancer. Their father, 
Sameer*, worked for Women for Women 
International and other American NGOs, 
until the Taliban assassinated him two 
years ago. Faizullah, then 17, was left to 
care for his younger sisters and brother. 
“These two years were really hard for me. 
Because it is very difficult to control four 
children while I have no experience.” He 
worked at a travel agency in the after-
noons to support his siblings while still 
attending university.

When the Taliban takeover occured in 
August, Faizullah desperately emailed 
his dad’s former American employers, 
spurred by memories of his father’s assas-
sination. “The only hope of my family is 
first God Almighty, then you. Please help 
my family leave Afghanistan.” The five sib-
lings hid at a friend’s home, fearing the 
worst. “I heard that the Taliban told our 
neighbors they should help find us.” 

In conversations with Faizullah and 
other Afghans, I learned how Aleph’s 
humanitarian hand was generating a new 
narrative. One evacuee  told our organiza-
tion that, “Growing up Muslim, I heard a 
lot of things about Jews, and they weren’t 
nice. I never thought a Jewish organ-
ization would be willing to help me.” 
Hearing this feedback invigorated our 
Afghan mission with new meaning.

 Faizullah was unsure whether Yossi 
is a male or female name. So I shared 
my Hebrew name, Yosef, which I fig-
ured would be familiar. His response was 
quick: "Oh, you are Muslim.”  I explained 
that I am Jewish and my name is in the 
original Hebrew form. “Ok, I will call 
you Mr. Yosef.”  So, Faizullah learned 
about Shabbos, and I discovered ashak, 
an Afghan dumpling filled with a meat 
sauce.  

At the time of their evacuation, there 
was still an assumption that resettlement 
would be quick and refugees would soon 
move to the United States and elsewhere. 
Aside from the general difficulties Afghan 
refugees face in processing their visa 
applications, Faizullah and his siblings 
aren’t eligible for special US visas.

After a couple of months of waiting in 
the refugee camp, Faizullah turned to his 

Aleph family. “Sorry to bother you, Dear 
Yosef, I want you to apply for asylum in 
Canada. I did a lot of research and con-
cluded that Canada is the best place for 
us. It is better to be in the same country 
with you.”

All of us at Aleph had come to admire 
Faizullah’s gentle determination to create 
a better future for his siblings. We needed 
to make his dream a reality. Through 
Aleph’s partnership with the Raoul 
Wallenberg Centre for Human Rights, we 
pursued private Canadian sponsorship 
with the Jewish Immigrant Aid Services 
Toronto, a Sponsorship Agreement 
Holder with the Government of Canada. 
All the necessary documents are waiting 
to be filed, pending funding. 

Faizullah is extremely grateful, despite 
living in limbo for over eight months. 
“When I was little, my father told me that 
angels live in heaven, but today I real-
ized that there are angels who also live on 
earth.”

 We’re not angels. We are human 
beings endeavoring to see humanity 
from a Godly perspective. In the words of 
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, “To know God is to 
act with justice and compassion, to rec-
ognize his image in other people, and to 
hear the silent cry of those in need.” 

Indeed, we are taking action.

If you’d like to help Faizullah and his sib-
lings, you can make a donation through 
The Raoul Wallenberg Centre for Human 
Rights website at raoulwallenbergcen-
tre.org/en/jias-donations or by contacting 
charytan@aleph-institute.org.

Orthodox Jewish non-profit saves Afghan lives

Rabbi Yossi 
Charytan

“God placed a humanitarian mission on 
our doorstep. We had to respond.”

Afghan boy who evacuated on the same Aleph 
flight as Faizullah.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE ALEPH INSTITUTE
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THEATRE AQUARIUS | TUESDAY, JULY 26 AT 6.30 PM 
 TICKETS AVAILABLE AT WWW.JEWISHHAMILTON.ORG 

Pre-show and dessert receptions included in ticket price 
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 905.648.0605 | JSTIRLING@JEWISHHAMILTON.ORG

Join us for the Hamilton Jewish Federation’s Annual Community Campaign Launch 

AT THE INAUGURAL HAMILTON PERFORMANCE OF

ANNUAL COMMUNITY CAMPAIGN | 2023
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Cross-generational B’nai Mitzvah ceremony was both a 
bonding experience and point of connection to a family’s past

Above: Jackson  
Bucholz and his 
grandmother, 
Jacki Levin. The 
two recently 
celebrated a join 
B’nai Mitzvah 
ceremony.

Left: A wedding 
photo of Jacki 
Levin’s parents, 
taken in Holland. 
After surviving 
the Holocaust, 
her mother was 
employed by the 
Canadian army as 
a translator. 

BY JACKI LEVIN
SPECIAL TO THE HJN

When I turned 12, I did not have 
a Bat Mitzvah. It just wasn’t done for 
girls at that time. A few years ago, 
I was called up for an Aliyah at the 
home of a friend who was having 
shiva services at her home for her late 
mother. It was the first time in my life 
that I had seen the inside of a Torah, 
and I was very moved.

This past year, when it was time for 
my grandson Jackson to have his Bar 
Mitzvah, my daughter encouraged me 
to make it into a B’nai Mitzvah that 
would include me, and so a journey 
began.

Jackson and I studied together on 
a weekly basis for many months. We 
discussed our Torah portion with 
our teacher, who encouraged us to 
read widely on its themes of atone-
ment, forgiveness, sexuality and wom-
en’s place in Judaism. The study was 
stimulating and rewarding—more so 
because Jackson and I were discuss-
ing Judaism together, both in class 
and out. 

To finally have the opportunity to 
read from the Torah, which was for-
bidden to me for most of my life, felt 
very special.  To do so with my grand-
son and to know that through him, 
the tradition or our people continues, 
gave me a sense of joy and completion.

During my D’var Torah on that 
special Shabbat, I told the story of 
another significant Shabbat in our 
family’s history. 

My mother, Anna Constam, was a 

Holocaust survivor, who spent the 
war hiding in small villages in the 
south of Holland and working as a 
maid with a false passport. When 
the south of Holland was liberated 
by Canadian soldiers, my mother 
returned to her hometown only to 
find her parents’ home occupied by 
German collaborators.  She eventu-
ally made her way to her brother’s 
home which happened to be across 
the street from where Canadian sol-
diers  were billeted. On the day she 
returned from hiding, my mother, who 
spoke perfect English, went to ask if 
there were any Jewish soldiers who 
would like to join her family, who had 
only recently emerged from  hiding 
and the camps, for a Shabbat meal. 
There was only one Jewish soldier 
among them — and she ended up mar-
rying him. Without that Shabbat invi-
tation from my mother to my father, 
neither Jackson nor I would have 
been here to celebrate this incredible 
mitzvah.

During my research on our Torah 
portion, Acharei Mot, I came across 
an article by Lord Rabbi Jonathan 
Sacks called the  “Seven Principles 
of Jewish Leadership, in which Rabbi 
Sacks points to Moses and the Temple 
High Priests as examples of exem-
plary leadership.  After negotiating 
for his people’s freedom from slav-
ery, Moses led the Israelites through 
the desert for 40 years. But after the 
incident of the golden calf,  Moses’s 
leadership abilities were truly called 
upon when he interceded with God 
to spare the Israelites from his wrath 

and persuaded them to restore their 
faith. As for the Temple High Priests, 
on Yom Kippur they would first ask 
forgiveness for their own sins, before 
asking on behalf of their family 

members and the community. 
Just as the High Priests asked for-

giveness for themselves first, our 
leaders must be role models for the 
people they represent. Leaders must 
act responsibly and when they don’t, 
we must hold them to account. Moses 
was held to account for striking the 
rock rather than speaking to it as God 
had commanded. Aaron, for helping to 
build the Golden Calf. Neither of these 
leaders were permitted to enter Israel, 
the promised land. 

The whole list of mitzvot in the 
Torah was a vision for the future of 
the Jewish people, a future to dis-
tinguish them from other nations.  A 
leader must have a vision for people to 
follow. 

Today, as I think about leader-
ship, I cannot but think of and admire 
Volodomyr Zelensky—an unlikely 
but amazing Jewish leader who is 
holding his country together during 
the Russian onslaught against the 
Ukrainian people. Zelensky believes 
in his people and in democracy,  and 
he inspires both them and us with 
his bravery and  deep commitment 
to freedom. With his words, “I need 
ammunition, not a ride,” he became a 
role model for righteous resistance. 
He is the right man for the right time, 
as was Moses. 

Our Jewish community needs 
strong leaders today as antisem-
itism and anti-Israel sentiment gain 
strength. It is my hope that with our 
study together, Jackson will have 
begun on a path that will take him 
into leadership positions, where his 
insight and his caring for others will 
make him a role model, be it in the 
Jewish or secular realm. 

A delayed but meaningful rite of passage

PHOTOGR APHS COURTESY OFJACKI LEVIN

Dan Muys, M.P.  

905 648 3850 | Dan.Muys@parl.gc.ca

Proud to Support 
Hamilton’s Jewish 

Community

DanMuys2022-HJN Summer 2022-5x6-bw.indd   1DanMuys2022-HJN Summer 2022-5x6-bw.indd   1 2022-05-31   2:17 PM2022-05-31   2:17 PM

55+ Programming offered Monday thru Thursdays.
Includes social, educational, and wellness sessions
that are free and accessible by phone/ZOOM.



McCannDogs.com
We’ve helped more than 100,000 dogs become well-behaved family members.

And we can help yours too...online or in person. Contact us today!

In just a few weeks your dog
becomes a well-behaved

family member!
•  Online Classes or In Person Classes 

•  We have online students in 29 countries 
   around the world – including Israel!

•  Put an end to Barking, Nipping, Chewing, 
   Jumping Up, Pulling on the Leash 

•  More Than 500 Free Educational Videos
   on our YouTube channel

The Shpiel
ON HAMILTON
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Why Ukraine must prevail RBG and the right to choose

Alex Wolfstein and  
Vladimir Khayutin

Rebecca 
Shapiro

A few years ago, I had the opportunity 
to attend a five-day conference organ-
ized by the International Network of 
Orthodox Mental Health Professionals.  
Among the sessions I attended was 
a three-hour presentation by a world 
renowned dayan (a rabbi qualified to 
serve as a judge) on the topic, “Rulings 
on Halacha When Mental Health is a 
Factor.” 

Among the fascinating cases the 
speaker presented was one regarding an 
unmarried teenaged girl from an ultra-
orthodox community with bipolar dis-
order. The young woman had become 
pregnant during a manic episode and 
was at high risk for suicide. Terrified of 
being cast out of her community and feel-
ing unfit to be a mother, she sought rab-
binic guidance about whether it would be 
permissible to terminate the pregnancy. 

Those unfamiliar with halacha 
(Jewish law) might assume that a rab-
binic court would recommend the young 
woman live outside her community until 
giving birth and then put the baby up for 
adoption. Sounds like a “typical” ortho-
dox solution, no? But that was not the 
ruling.

In this particular case, the court rec-
ommended that the young woman abort 
the fetus, after giving it the status of a 
rodef — a term referring to one who 
threatens another’s life. In making his 
ruling, the dayan took into consideration 
the mother’s request, her mental health, 
the concept of pikuach nefesh (pres-
ervation of the mother’s life) and many 
other complex factors. In other words, 
faced with the choice of preserving a life 
(the mother) or a potential life (the fetus), 
he decided to prioritize the life of the 
mother.  

It’s common practice among Torah 
observant Jews to consult with rabbinic 
courts about these kinds of decisions, 
and a woman who seeks rabbinic guid-
ance about whether to undergo an abor-
tion isn’t giving up her right to choose. 
On the contrary, she is choosing to ask 
an expert who she trusts to give her the 
right guidance for her particular case. 

If the US Supreme Court, as expected, 
overturns Roe vs. Wade, it will be as 
much a threat to the halachic pro-
cess as it will be to a woman’s right to 
choose. In its report on how various reli-
gions view abortion, the Pew Research 
Center characterized traditional Jewish 
teachings as sanctioning abortion “as a 
means of safeguarding the life and well-
being of a mother. While the Reform, 
Reconstructionist and Conservative 
movements openly advocate for the right 
to safe and accessible abortions, the 
Orthodox movement is less unified on 
the issue.” 

The orthodox movement is divided 
because that is the nature of authentic, 
orthodox Judaism. Halachic processes 
and rulings are never monolithic. They 
are nuanced and multi-directional. 

The Torah views every life as having 
infinite worth, yet the status of a fetus is 
not equal to the life of a person. In hala-
cha, a fetus certainly has rights, yet feti-
cide is not treated as “murder” and under 
certain circumstances may even be con-
sidered a mitzvah. 

Since Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s pass-
ing on Rosh Hashanah two years ago, I 
have seen a rise in disturbing posts on 
social media that equate her advocacy 
for legalizing abortion to murder. Justice 
Ginsburg advocated for a woman’s right 
to choose. Freedom of choice does not 
make her culpable for those choices. It 
does, however, provide orthodox women 
with a safe way to have a halachic abor-
tion. It grants all women the God-given 
right to make our own choices. 

I believe I speak for all Jewish denomi-
nations when I say that living a meaning-
ful life and achieving personal growth 
can’t happen without autonomy and free 
will. Providing women with a choice 
should never have been up for debate. 

Justice Ginsburg advocated for free 
choice, inclusivity and mutual respect—
all Torah concepts. She deserves to be 
recognized for the good she has done, the 
progress she made and the fact that she 
was respected by both sides of the politi-
cal spectrum, which is not an easy feat. 

. 
Rebecca Shapiro is a communications 
and media consultant specializing in 
mental health and education.

Brought to you by the Hamilton Jewish News
Available wherever you get your podcasts

sponsored by the Allen and Milli Family foundatioN

The roots of Russia’s invasion of 
Ukraine can be traced back to Feb. 27, 
2014, when Russian troops, masked and 
without insignia, took over the Crimean 
parliament and strategic sites across 
the Crimean peninsula. In August, the 
Russians occupied the Donbas region of 
Eastern Ukraine. 
 On February 24 at 4 a.m., the Russians 
launched an attack on Kyiv, the capital 
city of sovereign Ukraine, in an act that 
shocked and united the whole world.  
As of this writing, tens of thousands of 
Ukrainians, including both soldiers and 
civilians, have been killed. 

We have read that Russian President 
Vladimir Putin has the support of 71 per 
cent of the Russian people and that more 
than 50 per cent support the war. What 
is even more disturbing is the number of 
people in Europe, the United States and 
Canada who support Russia’s position, 
due to the lack of information, wrong 
interpretation of available information, 
and the significant influence of Russian 
paid lobbyists. 

The fate of the Jewish popula-
tion of Ukraine has been difficult for 
more than 300 years since the forcible 
annexation of Ukrainian lands by the 
Russian empire.  Russia incited Bogdan 
Khmelnitsky, the ruler of Ukraine at 
the time, to engage in bloody raids on 
Jewish communities.  The Russian tsars 
were interested in spreading inter-ethnic 
enmity on the borders of the empire to 
strengthen and expand the Empire. This 
Russian imperial policy continued in 
Ukraine until the revolution of 1917 and 
continued in the USSR when antisem-
itism reached the level of state policy.

Jewish life had changed dramatically 
for the better after the collapse of the 
USSR in 1991, the year Ukraine became 
an independent state, but since Ukraine 
gained independence, Russia has been 
trying to destabilize the internal political 
situation there through political assassi-
nations, provocations, and through sup-
porters who operate as a fifth column.

The Soviet Union always 

discriminated against the Ukrainian 
language, requiring that Russian be the 
main language spoken across the USSR.  
As a result, 30 per cent of the population 
of Ukraine speak Russian as their first 
language, but Ukrainians rightly want 
Ukrainian to be the state language, and 
nobody can dictate otherwise. 

There is no justifiable reason for this 
war, and the brutal abuse and killing of 
civilians, including women and children, 
by Russian forces.

According to a recent article in the 
Russian state news agency titled “What 
Should Russia do with Ukraine,” Putin’s 
government planned to exclude any men-
tion of Ukraine from school textbooks 
and turn part of the Ukrainian popu-
lation into slaves who would work to 
redeem themselves, to forcibly re-edu-
cate children and teenagers within the 
minimum period of one full generation. 
This reminds us of the Roman emper-
ors who wanted to wipe out the Jewish 
people from the face of the earth. 

Vladimir Putin has always questioned 
Ukraine’s right to statehood, and falsely 
accuses the country of being governed 
by neo-Nazis who persecute the ethnic 
Russian minority, but Ukraine is a multi-
national country with a Jewish president 
who was elected by 73 per cent of the 
population.  

It is difficult for us to imagine a peace-
ful resolution while Putin is in power, as 
his intentions are clear. This means that 
Ukraine has no other choice but to com-
pletely defeat the aggressor and liberate 
its territories. 

This war is not local. It is a struggle for 
the future of Europe and the entire free 
world. Therefore, Canada, the US, the 
countries of Europe, and the rest of the 
world are helping Ukraine with modern 
weapons and other supplies until they 
completely defeat the common enemy. 

Glory to Ukraine.

Alex Wolfstein and Vladimir Khayutin 
immigrated to Canada from the Former 
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Preparing for come what may Ode to superficial relationships

1036 King Street W., Hamilton
905 525 0831
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Ben 
Shragge

Phyllis   
Shragge

wearing masks, toppling statues, work-
ing from home, and displaying Ukrainian 
flags became the norm in North 
American cities. But here we are. 

Taleb traces his fascination with black 
swans to growing up in Lebanon during 
the outbreak of civil war. In his words, 
“after close to thirteen centuries of 
remarkable ethnic coexistence, a Black 
Swan, coming out of nowhere, trans-
formed the place from heaven to hell.” 
In North America, we take stability for 
granted, but the long view should cause 
us to reflect. Many of us are descend-
ants of those who survived or escaped 
black swans: including, after over a thou-
sand years, the destruction of European 
Jewish civilization in less than a decade. 
And from the start, Europe’s coloniza-
tion of the Americas was, for indigenous 
peoples, a black swan of catastrophic 
proportions.

Black swans are not necessarily 
negative, and they’re not necessarily 
historical, either. Many scientific dis-
coveries, from penicillin to the inter-
net, were black swans: unexpected and 
unplanned. On a personal note, that 
I live in Boston at all is the result of a 
black swan. I didn’t plan or predict it, but 
when presented, I seized the opportunity 
to move here from Hamilton for work. 
Taleb notes that “you can set yourself up 
to collect serendipitous Black Swans (of 
the positive kind) by maximizing your 
exposure to them.” Among the strategies 
he suggests is living in a big city, where 
chance encounters that open up new 
possibilities are more likely.

We don’t know what the future will 
hold. But we can learn—drawing on 
ancient wisdom, modern science, and 
everyday experience—to mitigate the 
bad and maximize the good. Unless life 
extension technology takes a dramatic 
turn, I don’t expect to be alive in the year 
2100. But my six-month-old daughter—
God willing—will be 78 years old and 
still young at heart. I can’t imagine what 
life will be like then, but I can do my best 
to prepare her for come what may.

Ben Shragge is the digital editor of the 
HJN.

These days, in the greater Boston 
area where I live, it’s common to spot 
Ukrainian flags hanging from local 
homes and stickers on the backs of cars. 
What’s perfectly normal now would have 
seemed utterly bizarre prior to Russia’s 
February invasion, when a poll showed 
that only one in three American voters 
could identify Ukraine on a map. 

The abrupt shift in public mood is a 
consequence of what former options 
trader Nassim Taleb, who made his for-
tune betting on the 1987 financial crash, 
calls a “black swan.” In his 2007 book by 
that name, Taleb defines black swans as 
unexpected (to the observer) events that 
make an extreme impact and seem pre-
dictable only in retrospect. Taleb fur-
ther posits that “A small number of Black 
Swans explain almost everything in our 
world, from the success of ideas and 
religions, to the dynamics of historical 
events, to elements of our personal lives.”

Most experts didn’t predict the unpro-
voked, full-scale invasion of a European 
country by its neighbor in 2022. But nor 
did they predict other major events of my 
lifetime, from the collapse of the Soviet 
Union in 1991, to the September 11 terror 
attacks in 2001, to the financial crisis 
in 2008 (Taleb himself being an excep-
tion), to the election of Donald Trump in 
2017, to the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020 
(though Taleb and Bill Gates, among 
others, did anticipate something like it).

The takeaway is not that experts 
should have predicted each of these 
exact events, but that we should learn 
to expect the unexpected (which Taleb 
calls turning black swans into grey 
swans) and look more skeptically at the 
predictions of “experts” in general. He 
advises prognostic humility because 
“The notion of future mixed with chance, 
not a deterministic extension of your 
perception of the past, is a mental oper-
ation that our mind cannot perform…. 
When we think of tomorrow, we just pro-
ject it as another yesterday.”

To that point: a few years ago, I would 
not have anticipated a future in which 

To mask or not to mask, that is the 
question.

As we slide into another endless year 
of the COVID-19 pandemic, some of us 
continue to wear masks in public places, 
while others have tossed them away like 
costume masks the day after Halloween.  

I’m in the “you can’t be too cautious 
category,” as I march into the beloved 
supermarket known as Fortinos —Main 
St. West location.  I head towards the 
produce section clutching my grocery 
list.  I will buy the necessary groceries 
and hightail it out of there.  

Who am I kidding?  The main purpose 
of this excursion is not shopping.  My 
ultimate goal is to run into an acquaint-
ance, any acquaintance, and start a con-
versation.  I stand by the cucumbers 
(overpriced and possibly a bit mushy), 
scanning my surroundings.  Do I recog-
nize that woman near the tomatoes?  I 
think I know her, but with a mask cover-
ing half her face, I’m not sure.  Should I 
say hi?  I hesitate.  What if she’s not who 
I think she is? Will she think I’m a nut 
job desperate for human contact?  Her 
assessment of me would be right.  I’m in 
a supermarket scouring the aisles on the 
off chance that I’ll see someone I know. 

 I smile at the woman.  I can’t tell if 
she’s smiling back at me.  Damn these 
masks!  As I inch closer, I realize that 
she’s a stranger.  I slink away and pretend 
to investigate the green beans.

And then, someone I actually know 
is standing by the strawberries.  She 
belongs to my synagogue.  I approach 
her.  Her eyes light up.  I think she’s smil-
ing.  She thinks I’m smiling.  We begin to 
chat. 

“How’re you doing?” she asks.
“Fine,” I say.
“How’s the family?”
“Good.  And yours?”
“Good.  Everyone’s healthy.”
“Thank goodness,” I say.  
We nod and wave good-bye.  My shop-

ping trip has been a success.

As I travel on the slow train to normal 
after more than two years of pandemic-
related restrictions, I tread gently into 
the world at large.  I get together with 
friends when I can, but usually out-
doors, at least for now.  When I dine at 
indoor restaurants, I feel both brave and 
reckless.  

And as I anticipate a future with dwin-
dling pandemic stress, I picture myself 
immersed in a huge crowd of people.  I 
dream of mingling with acquaintances at 
a wedding, a Bar or Bat Mitzvah or even 
a meeting. I look forward to rekindling 
connections with people I haven’t seen 
in a long time.  I miss these superficial 
relationships.  

I love being part of a group, part of a 
community of people with similar back-
grounds, interests or values. I’m a better 
person when I consider myself within the 
framework of other people.  Superficial 
relationships are more than they seem.  
They can broaden perspective, opening 
doors to the experiences and viewpoints 
of others.

For the past two years, my only link 
with the big wide world was through vir-
tual gatherings.  I groaned as I joined 
Zoom meetings, quite certain they would 
go on forever.  I stared, bleary-eyed, at 
the images on my computer screen.  I 
wished I could share my complaints 
about the presentation with a friend, 
but one friend lived in a box in the upper 
right hand corner of the screen while 
another resided in a compartment on 
the far left side.  Any attempt at commu-
nication would look like an involuntary 
spasm. The best I could do was turn off 
my video and slide into obscurity. 

Now, as I gaze into my crystal ball and 
dream about the future, I see myself 
chatting with acquaintances at many 
large gatherings.  In this vision, I am 
maskless.  I am completely at ease, with 
no concerns about the room’s ventila-
tion or how close I’m standing to the next 
person.  If, or when, this dream becomes 
reality, will I continue to hunt for people I 
know at Fortinos?  Absolutely!

Phyllis Shragge is a local writer, mother 
of five, and grandmother of four.
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FEDERATION NEWS

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 
NOVEMBER 19-21, 2022 | HAMILTON, ON  

Art Gallery of Hamilton | David Braley Health Sciences Centre, McMaster University
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#nomore antisemitism

Lila Strub Rebecca 
Shapiro

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT JRYMBERG@JEWISHHAMILTON.ORG | 905.648.0605 X 301

CONFERENCE SPEAKERS 

 
THE HONORABLE IRWIN COTLER  
Canada’s First Special Envoy on Preserving Holocaust Remembrance and Combatting Antisemitism 
DARA HORN Award winning author of “People Love Dead Jews” 
ALANA NEWHOUSE Founder and Editor-in-Chief of Tablet Magazine 
ELISHA WIESEL Advocate and son of Nobel Peace Prize Winner, Elie Wiesel 

Yad Vashem: The World Holocaust Remembrance Centre, International School for Holocaust Studies Jerusalem, Israel  
DR. ROBERT ROZETT, SENIOR HISTORIAN | YONI BERROUS, EDUCATOR 
B’nai Brith Canada MICHAEL MOSTYN, CEO 
Friends of Simon Wiesenthal Center for Holocaust Studies  MICHAEL LEVITT, PRESIDENT & CEO 
Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs SHIMON KOFFLER FOGEL, CEO | JESS BURKE, DIRECTOR COMMUNITY TRAINING 
AND LGBTQ2+ PARTNERSHIPS 
Margaret’s Legacy Holocaust Education LILA STRUB | REBECCA SHAPIRO, EDUCATORS 
Centropa Jewish Historical Institute Vienna, Austria EDWARD SEROTTA, DIRECTOR 
Azrieli Foundation Holocaust Survivor Memoirs Program 
JODY SPIEGEL, DIRECTOR | MARC-OLIVIER CLOUTIER | MICHELLLE SADOWSKI, EDUCATORSREGISTRATION TODAY AT JEWISHHAMILTON.ORG
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Many of you have seen the recent articles in The Hamilton Spectator 
concerning Shalom Village. As you are aware, COVID has had a 
devastating impact on our seniors, staff, and family members. Our 
leadership has made every effort to communicate our challenges and 
our progress through our townhall meetings, and in our resident and 
family communications. We realize that many of our stakeholders 
(donors, former family members, community program participants 
etc.) may not receive these communications, so we would like to take 
this opportunity to provide you with an update. 

Like all other LTC homes in Ontario and throughout the country, 
COVID has completely changed the realities of congregate living 
environments. It can be easy to forget just how frightening COVID was 
in the early days. The long-term care sector was not fully prepared 
for the onslaught of issues that surfaced, and Shalom Village was no 
different.  

In December 2020, we were struck with a horrible COVID outbreak. We 
are a family, and the losses we experienced during that time were 
devastating to us all. Shalom Village worked with health care partners 
and accessed every resource possible to respond to these challenges. 
In hindsight, and combined with our recent government inspection, 
we have identified areas of improvement that our team is now focused 
on resolving. We strive to provide the highest level of care possible 
for our seniors, and our Board of Directors and staff, are taking all 
necessary steps to identify, rectify and resolve all issues. We look 
forward to keeping you apprised of our progress.

A message to the Jewish community

In addition to focusing on the above issues, Shalom Village staff remain 
vigilant in their efforts to provide meaningful and engaging activities 
to support the emotional, social, and mental health of our residents. 
Our staff are doing everything possible to support our seniors, who are 
once again taking tentative, socially-safe steps back into “normal life.” 

We are pleased to announce that we are regularly welcoming new 
residents and participants to our Shalom Village family. Our café, 
Bubbi Bessie’s, has also recently re-opened its doors, offering snacks 
and a cozy place to socialize. The fitness club is again humming with 
activity, and our gardens are once-again full of people enjoying the 
warm weather and picturesque grounds.

As you can imagine, it is challenging to design and deliver safe, 
social activities, amid the backdrop of the pandemic. However, our 
hardworking staff have identified a variety of programs, games, trips 
and treats, to make this a wonderful summer for our seniors and 
their families. We are all excited to once again, see smiling, active, 
seniors engaging in meaningful activities and having fun throughout 
the campus.

We thank you for your patience and support as we continue to work 
together to “Honour our Fathers and our Mothers.”

David Horwood 
Chair, Board of Directors
Shalom Village						    

Ken Callaghan
Chief Executive Officer
Shalom Village	

shalom village

founded in 1982
with the help and support

of hamilton’s jewish community

Thank you to the Loewith Family for welcoming the community to their farm for an unforgettable Yom Ha’atzmaut!
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