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The report that follows was compiled, edited, and typed by  

the staff of the Jewish Federation. 

We apologize for any errors or omissions. 

The JFEC is a member agency of the  
United Way of Southeastern Connecticut 
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This year I would like to highlight our amazing partnership with the Secure 

Community Network that has been keeping us safe.  Michael Shanbrom, 

our Regional Director has been sharing daily updates of anti-Semitic  

incidents affecting Jewish facilities in our region, reporting a 32% increase 

in reported violent incidents since 2025. He outlined SCN's core  

deliverables including security consultations, site assessments, training, 

emergency planning, and incident management, emphasizing the  

importance of access control and layered security approaches for Jewish 

organizations in Connecticut.  We were very fortunate to receive a significant grant from the  

Tepper Family Fund to support the 13 Jewish institutions in our region to provide security guards  

at all events that hosted young children this year. 

After 23 years of hosting Young Israeli Emissaries, we wrapped up this year with Daniel and Gefen.  
We were successfully accepted by the Jewish Agency for Israel to host an older Emissary who will 
move to our community in August and spend the next 2 years with us.   
 
Our programming for young children has become so popular that we are expanding Liza Miller’s 
hours to engage more families in the coming year with our PJ Library program. 
 
The Jewish FilmFestival was a resounding success this year with 5 films screened at the Garde Arts 
Center.  We hosted a beautiful Red Carpet event with wine and cheese to launch the Festival and  
a wrap up party to thank the planning committee at the home of Loretta Levy.  It was amazing to 
see over 1,000 attendees interested in our Jewish films this year! 
 
We are also hiring Adreishka Luciano-Hennigan full-time to grow her activities combating  
antisemitism and teaching our public high school students about the Holocaust with our  
Encountering Survivors program. 
 
The biggest news of the year was the establishment of the Jainchill Family Fund that will support 
our senior activities and supporting those in need in our region.  We are excited to offer more  
activities and excursions for our active adults as well as book club discussions, movie nights, and 
sporting events. 
 
Marcia Reinhard is being honored for her 18 years of professionalism as the Assistant Director at 

JFEC.  She has been involved with every major community event from Israel Independence Day to 

Holocaust Commemoration.  She has supervised the Israeli Emissaries throughout her career.  

Most importantly, she plays a critical role of knowing everyone in the community at every Jewish 

organization.  We are very excited to continue working with Marcia. 
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 Jewish FilmFest  
• All 5 films screened in person  

at The Garde Arts Center 
• March 8 - April 26, 2026 
• Over 1,000 people attended 

2026 

Presented by  

Executive Producer 

~Leiser Family Foundation 

  ~Sayet & Seder 

  ~Jonathan Gershon Stark 

Directors 

~Carol Curland 

~Scott & Barbara Wolfe 

~Kenn & Kim Fischburg 

~Martin & Millie Shapiro 

Thank you to our 2026 Jewish FilmFest Sponsors! 

Leading Actors 

~Attorney Richard J. Pascal, LLC 

 

Supporting Cast 

~Cecile & Barry Feldman 

~Rabbi Aaron & Karen Rosenberg 

~Rick & Myra Gipstein 

~Karen & Stan Bloustine  
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Nuremberg 

Committee Chair 
 

Loretta Levy 
 

Committee Members 

Barry Feldman 

Myra Gipsten 

Steve Kaufman 

Gail Leeser 

Ron Leeser 

Romana 

Strochlitz Primus 

Aaron Rosenberg 

Eileen Shapiro 

Scott Wolfe 

Holding Liat Midas Man 999: The  

Forgotten Girls 

Eleanor the 

Great 

In 

Association 

With 
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