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By Marc S. Goldberg
I arrived to edit The Reporter in 1981, right out of 

journalism school, with fresh ideals and ideas on how to 
grow the newspaper.

Three milestones stand out when I think back over my 19 
years editing The Reporter: changing the style and tone of 
the newspaper, creating a strong opinion page and building 
a regional publishing group. Each of them makes me think 
about stones: the articles submitted to the newspaper carved 
in stone, stones people threw at us (figuratively) and the 
stone age of typesetting and communication in which we 
began to build the newspaper group. 

Some ideas I was able to implement immediately while 
others took years of gradually nudging the paper in the 
right direction. The goal was to complete the evolution of 
the newspaper from its origins as the Jewish Community 
Center newsletter to a newspaper for the entire community, 
which was more inviting for readers who were not already 
active in the Jewish community. It then took ongoing 
community education throughout the time I was there to 
help contributors understand why we edited their prose. 
I used to joke that if Moses would come into my office 
with the two tablets asking me to publish them, I would 

Michael Wright (Center) presented the Hillel Academy 
Community Service Award to The Reporter in November 
2000. Accepting on behalf of the paper were Rob Neuberger 
(left), chairman of the Editorial Board, and Marc Golberg 
(right), former executive editor.

Marc S. Goldberg 
(Archive photo)

Stones
reserve the right to edit them. Most people would 
then step aside, afraid the lightning bolt would 
strike too close.

On multiple occasions, an edition of the news-
paper angered some segment in the community. 
Most often this was caused by what we chose 
to print – or not print – on our opinion page. In 
the early years, The Reporter did not have an 
opinion page. Creating the opinion page was 
the easy part; growing it into a forum reflecting 
the broad range of opinions of the community 
was the challenge. The goal was to strengthen 
the community by creating a place to discuss 
the issues we faced and to encourage people to look at 
issues in new ways. 

We gradually expanded the definition of what type of 
opinion was safe to publish. Milestones included publishing 
an opinion opposed to the view of the Israeli government, 
whoever happened to be in power at the time. 
“We” included the editorial board, which 
devoted countless hours over many meet-
ings toward working out both the rules and 
boundaries of this forum. 

I began at The Reporter around the dawn 
of the personal computer age. Indeed, The 
Reporterwas at the leading edge of the move 
to desktop publishing in the mid-1980s. 
First, we had to endure the final years of the 
phototypesetting age. Perhaps someone 
could write an ode to that era, but not me. 
I am not nostalgic about it. Complicated 
equipment with more circuit boards than 
a modern computer set type at the end of 
every line; there was no going back to 
make changes. Changing a font meant 
turning off the machine and putting a 
different negative strip onto the wheel. 
The type came out in long strips, which first had to go into 
a different machine to be developed. If it jammed, there 

went your work for the past hour or so. Sort of 
like a computer crash, but there were no backups.

The Reporter’s early entry into desktop pub-
lishing was driven by our expansion as a regional 
newspaper group. We published newspapers for 
other communities in order to make it more af-
fordable to publish The Reporterfor the Broome 
County Jewish community. 

There are no comparisons to the methods 
of communication we used in the early days of 
The Reporter’s newspaper group. FedEx was too 
expensive, fax machines were rare and e-mail 
was in its infancy. Articles were generally sent 

via mail. It was not called snail mail then, but sometimes 
it felt like it. If a writer really needed to get an article to 
us quickly, they put it on the bus and we picked it up at 
the Shortline terminal a few hours later. 

I always knew I was blessed with a talented and energetic 
staff. Still, when I think back to what we started with, it 

amazes me what we accomplished. 
My daughter, Malka, grew up at The 

Reporter. She was probably 6 years old 
when she wanted to take my camera at 
a community event and play with it. I 
said no, but said she could learn how to 
take pictures. Not long after that she was 
contributing pictures to the newspaper. 
On a snow day when she was 7, Malka got 
bored in my office so I brought her into the 
back and told her to proofread the pages of 
the current issue. She found her first typo 
that day. My family has warm memories of 
those days and of my entire tenure at The 
Reporter. Many thanks to the staff, board and 
community members who made The Reporter 
a great place to work and Binghamton a great 
place to live.

Marc S. Goldberg was the executive editor 
of The Reporter from 1981 to June 12, 2000.
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50 years of publishing

By Judith S. Huober
Jewish. Community. Newspaper: My recol-

lections of my tenure at The Reporter involve 
progress and struggle in these areas, which 
together combine to describe our mission and 
our very identity. Indeed, I recall much progress, 
and much struggle, in what was in some ways 
a transition period between the paper as Marc 
Goldberg built it and the times, much changed, 
that have followed mine.

Let me start at the business end, literally and 
figuratively: in those years, we faced the chal-
lenges of maintaining a viable nonprofit business whose 
niche was seen to be rapidly vanishing. Print newspapers 
as a category, we began then to understand, were declin-
ing and perhaps facing extinction. In particular, younger 
readers (and the ad revenue they represented) were opting 
out of the old medium and flocking to the Internet (social 
media not yet being on the horizon). These same missing 
younger readers will play a significant role in the discussion 
of community, below.

So the newspaper business was not a great business 
to be in; nonetheless, business approaches paid off to 
stabilize the bottom line and help us keep the focus on 
our mission. We named and solidified The Reporter 
Group concept and, eventually, welcomed Utica into 
the fold and Scranton back, thanks to the economies 
of scale and professional efficiencies we offered. We 
entered the modern age in our relationship to our printer 
in Pennsylvania, taking on and mastering the massive 
challenge of shifting our production and communica-
tions from paste-up and courier to electronic. We began 
to explore higher standards in visual quality, along 
with the staff and newly emerging graphics and layout 
software to facilitate it. We accepted a significant shift 
in our relationship with our Reporter Group members, 
learning that we must treat them less as students to be 
taught and led, and more as clients to be indulged and 
satisfied – and retained.

Which brings me to the next concepts: Jewish and 
community. It was not new to debate what a Jewish 

Jewish – community – newspaper

Judith S. Huober
(Archive photo)

newspaper is and should be, that is, what it 
means to be Jewish on paper (in print, that is). 
However, the consequences of the answers we 
found or were forced to accept during my years 
at The Reporter made a definitive impact on 
the virtual Jewish space we were able to create 
and the nature of the community it did and did 
not support.

The American Jewish community was, and 
remains, under great stress. We all agreed that the 
Jewish community newspaper, as threatened as it 
was and is, remains one of our few good tools to 

create and sustain this community. I believed then, and still 
do, that this capability resides in the newspaper’s potential 
to establish and protect an impartial and inclusive debate. 
At its best, this virtual “town square” gives individuals a 
way to safely engage, and gives the community a structure 
to safely subsume potentially divisive individual views 
into overarching identity and solidarity. 

And yet what I observed while at the helm of The Reporter 
and The Reporter Group was a desperate refusal on the part 
of both individuals and community to allow this debate, 
even in print – and the business, Jewish and community 
consequences of this refusal. The Federations who were 
our clients felt unable to pay good money to promulgate, as 
they saw it, views antithetical to their official positions. It 
is to be noted that this not only hastened the further decline 
of their newspapers into newsletters in content and form, 

but also undercut (probably permanently) the newspapers’ 
ability to draw in more and younger readers and to gen-
erate the ad revenue that would liberate the Federations 
from this expenditure. The ultimate losers, in my view, are 
the Jewish individuals and communities we serve, which 
become smaller, weaker and more homogenous as the 
discourse becomes less inclusive.

My main contribution to this trend was to identify and 
articulate it, if not to retard it somewhat. I inhabited a 
peculiar position at all levels of The Reporter structure 
as a nonresident community leader: in the local Reporter 
community, as well as from my seat as executive editor to 
the client communities, I was an outsider at the head of the 
ultimate insider organ. The perspective this gave enabled 
me to observe, but not to alter the process. 

I am proud that I was able to hire and work with Rabbi 
Rachel Esserman, a move that did more than anything 
else to create a sound community basis for The Report-
er’s future and a good business foundation on which to 
move the relationship forward in the Reporter Group 
community. She is an insider, in the best sense, in the 
local and greater Jewish communities. I wish her and The 
Reporter Group strength, guidance and good fortune as 
you move forward in the mission to build, sustain and 
secure Jewish community. 

Happy 50th, Reporter! And many more.
Judith S. Huober was the executive editor of The Re-

porter from September 11, 2000, to December 31, 2005.

By Rebecca Goldstein Kahn
I had only lived in Binghamton less than a year 

when I was hired as the executive editor of The 
Reporter. Even though my tenure lasted a little 
more than two years, it had a far greater impact in 
my life than one would expect from such a short 
period of time. Working at The Reporter was how 
and why I became part of the Jewish community 
in Binghamton. It established an obligation to the 
local community and cemented my place in it.

I’m not going to lie: It’s a hard job. A small 
staff, few resources and being part of the ev-
er-shrinking print world makes it stressful. On 
top of those demands, the executive editor wears 
many hats: You are part journalist, part public 
relations specialist, part diplomat and part businessperson. 

And, don’t forget: You also really care. Because this 
isn’t just a job. It’s about bettering the Jewish community 

Rebecca 
Goldstein Kahn 

with Lila (Archive 
photo)

The Reporter connected me to a 
new Jewish community

and informing others about the happenings in 
this microcosm. 

I want to take the opportunity to thank Rabbi 
Rachel Esserman for her ongoing outstanding 
leadership. I admire her talents, tenacity and busi-
ness savvy. I look forward to the local coverage 
each week and her award-winning editorials, book 
reviews and my new favorite: the food column! 

It’s also been my privilege to be able to say that 
although Rachel and I started out as colleagues, 
she quickly became a close friend, and someone 
who was there for me during the toughest year 
of my life. 

Yasher koach to her and the entire staff. The 
community is a richer place because of all of 

you. Ad me’ah v’esrim! 
Rebecca Goldstein Kahn was the executive editor from 

January 1, 2006, to January 2, 2008.
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Congratulations on your 
50th Anniversary

From,
The Friendship Club

By Rabbi Rachel Esserman
I never wanted to be executive editor of 

The Reporter. I resisted taking the position 
for almost a year. Then it became clear that 
I was doing the job even without the official 
title and the Search Committee had no new 
candidates for the position. I finally went to 
Sima Auerbach, who was executive director 
of the Federation at that time, and said that 
instead of continuing as interim executive 
editor, I would make the position permanent. 
I quickly changed my mind, but it was too 
late. I went back to her a few days later and 
asked if I could renege on my decision, and 
she said no. 

There were several reasons I originally 
refused the position both times the two 
permanent editors I worked under left. 
My staff has heard one so many times I’m 
sure they are sick of it: “If I wanted to run 

Executive Editor Rabbi Rachel Esserman 
won two awards in the 40th Annual Simon 
Rockower Awards in the Excellence in Arts 
– Review/Criticism category: first place 
for “Hollywood and Jewish refugees” 
and honorable mention for “Jewish food 
studies.”

Current Executive 
Editor Rabbi 

Rachel Esserman

Not my dream job
a business, I would have gone 
back to school for two years for an 
M.B.A., rather than go through six 
years of rabbinical school, which 
included 10 months in Israel.” 
Another reason is that I make a 
good second in command (as I did 
with the two editors I’d worked 
with) and liked that position. A 
third reason – and perhaps the 
most relevant – is that with my 
hearing impairment I can’t pick 
up the phone and schmooze with 
the directors of the Federations with which 
we worked. Even with my cochlear implant, 
hearing on the telephone is not easy. That 
difficulty also occurs during in-person 
meetings. I always have someone with me 
and, even then, have on numerous occasions 
discovered that I completely missed a topic 
that had been under discussion. 

What do I like about the job? I love 
writing, including the publicity I write for 
the Federation. For me, The Reporter’s 
purpose is an educational one, whether it’s 
letting people know about events they’ll 
want to attend, books they’ll want to read 
or ideas they might want to consider. We’ve 
interviewed people for articles I refer to as 
“Jews doing interesting things.” (If you 
know someone who is, and is local or has 
local ties, please let us know!) Many people 
see my page two column as leaning toward 
the left (I don’t deny I’m a proud liberal), 
but I try to be fair and honest. That’s also 
true with my book reviews: the word most 
used by publishers to describe my reviews 
is “thoughtful.” I am proud of that. Besides, 
I read on my free time and if I really don’t 
like a book, I stop reading it. Sometimes 
the book just isn’t good; sometimes I rec-

ognize that it just doesn’t appeal 
to me. That’s one reason I enjoy 
my newest column, On the Jewish 
Food Scene,” so much. There I 
am deliberately as opinionated 
as possible, which is actually a 
great deal of fun and a wonderful 
change of pace. 

But the bulk of my job is not fun 
and games. Finances have always 
been a problem and our staff has 
grown smaller and smaller. I used 
to say one good thing about being 

executive editor was that I didn’t have to edit 
(and sometimes basically rewrite) the local 
articles for our paper anymore. That once 
again is part of my job. But I’m not the only 
one doing more. Our layout editor is also 
handling a great deal of what our production 
manager used to do. The positions of book-
keeper and advertising representative have 
merged, at least for now. We have a very 
part-time graphic artist who does work for 
both us and the Federation. The Reporter 
is a nonprofit organization (which is owned 
by the Federation) and our advertising has 
never covered our costs. For that, we need 
our allocation from the Federation and our 
contracts with other Federations to produce 
their papers. Unfortunately, we now only 
publish one other paper. Sometimes we 
struggle to pay our bills, even though we 
try to keep our expenses to a minimum. But 
fewer businesses are advertising in news-
papers and members of our community are 
moving away. This is not an easy time for 
the Federation or for the paper.

What is the future of The Reporter? 
There’s no way of knowing. I prefer a print 
copy and am fine with being biweekly. But 
at some point we may have to go monthly 
or entirely online. The Federation and Re-

porter Editorial Committee have already 
been discussing this. In the meantime, I’m 
enjoying being a medium sized fish in a 
small pond. It’s wonderful when people 
read my writing and comment on it. I was 
shocked the first time someone told me 
they bought a book I recommended. I was 
stunned when someone remembered a silly 
page two column I wrote and talked about it 
a year later. (They remembered my writing 
about baseball? I don’t even like baseball!) 
And the food column: to my surprise, that is 
generating the most comments. Of course, 
there are the writing awards I’ve won. But 
to me, they are just the sprinkles on the icing 
on the cake. Knowing that people read and 
enjoy the paper means a great deal to me. 
So, while this may still not be my dream 
job, it does have its wonderful moments.

Current staff members include (sitting) 
Rabbi Rachel Esserman and Bookkeeper/
Advertising Representative Kathy Brown 
and (standing) Layout Editor Diana Sochor. 
(Photo taken in 2019; missing is current 
Production Associate Julie Weber.)



November 18-December 1, 2022 Page 7A - The Reporter

Celebrating 50 years of
Published by the Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton

From the 2022-2023 Editorial Board:
Rachel Coker, Rebecca Kahn, Ben Kasper, Toby Kohn, 

Richard Lewis, Rob Neuberger 

For 50 years of a job well done!
And to the next 50 as well!

Congratulations to

ceakd lk

Visit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.orgÊ

By Diana Sochor
True confession: when I drove up from 

Downsville, NY, to interview for the position of 
editorial assistant at The Reporter in late April 
1996, my Dad drove me. He was worried (with 
a lot of justification) that I’d get lost once I got 
off Route 17 and into the “big city.” Plus, he 
missed those long drives home from or headed 
to Wells College when it was just the two of us 
in the car talking about everything and nothing. 
(And let’s face it, if it weren’t for smart phones, 
with Google Maps or Waze, I would still get 
lost trying to find places these days... and that 
includes here in town.)

I lucked out, and despite having pretty much no com-
puter layout experience, and not being the fastest typist 
interviewed, then Executive Editor Marc Goldberg hired 
me, and I moved up to Vestal and started working in May 
1996. I can’t remember the exact words, but when I asked 
him “why me” a few weeks in, he said something to the 
effect that I wasn’t the most qualified person he and then 
Associate Editor Naomi Shore had interviewed and tested, 
but I was the best fit. Which was funny, because my other 
new co-workers had almost immediately started a pool on 
how long I’d last. (Joke’s on them, I’ve outlasted them all!)

The weekly secular newspaper I’d been working for part-
time was still cutting and hand-pasting columns of typed 
text, photos that were developed in the in-house darkroom 
and the ads onto large sheets of newspaper template pages, 
and then hand-delivering them to the printer. The Reporter 
was still using those same sheets, and a courier to get them 
to the printer, but by the time I started working here the 
articles and photos were being laid out on a computer, then 
printed out to be waxed and pasted as one large sheet on 
those templates, with the ads placed individually on the 
pages in spots reserved for them. (I do not miss the noxious 
smell of the wax machine.)

Was the learning curve steep? You bet it was. Learning 
to use the computers, the various programs (especially the 

Twenty-six years and counting at The Reporter
layout program PageMaker), the time sheet 
(I do not miss having to keep track of what I 
did for which paper for how long each day!), 
The Reporters’ tracking/coding system for 
getting out all the newspapers it was doing for 
different communities at the time.... to say I 
was drowning in an overload of information is 
probably putting it mildly (and probably why 
those coworkers had that bet going). Did I ask 
a lot of questions? Yes, and probably so many, 
about so many things, including the Jewish 
community, culture, traditions, etc. etc. etc. 
that I know I drove Marc and Naomi crazy. 
After the umpteenth question one day, Marc 

brought in a fairly thick book – I think it was called “To 
Be a Jew” – and said, “Here, read this. If you still have 
questions, you can ask us.” I had questions, questions that 
sometimes cracked the two of them up. But they took the 
time to answer every single one of them, which I am still 
very grateful for to this day. 

Some of those questions, though, were related to the 
paper itself. My very first Chanukah at the paper, the 
holiday’s name was spelled three different ways in four 
articles on the same page of the paper I was proofreading. 
So I asked, which spelling is right? The Reporter already 
had a Hebrew/Yiddish style guide, but the holidays at the 
time weren’t on it. Marc and Naomi settled on the stan-
dard spelling going forward of Chanukah, as in 1996 that 
was the more common spelling. Over the decades since, 
especially the last few years, Hanukkah has become the 
favored spelling, but I still prefer Chanukah. I just might 
be set in my ways.

And some of those community questions were essential 
for getting the job done, particularly who was the contact 
where. (I still miss the old program Instant Recall. That pro-
gram was great for tracking everything, which the packrat 
in me truly adored. Our newer program is OK, but it’s not 
quite the same.) Being handed the 1996 Community Guide 
after only a week or two on the job and told to contact all 

the community organizations for their updates was pretty 
overwhelming, but Marc and Naomi must have already 
decided I could handle it, even if I was having doubts. Heck, 
I was so worried about mailing those letters and copies of 
the articles out on time, I took a dozen or more copies of 
the guide home to my studio apartment to cut articles out 
and work on them for more than a few evenings. (And yes, 
mailing, as in through the Post Office. It’s so much easier 
these days, since we just copy and paste all of the articles 
and information for each organization into an e-mail and 
hit “Send.”) Happily, despite how stressed out I was over 
potentially messing up such an important project, it came 
together and looked pretty darn good.

That wasn’t the only major issue my first year: Marc 
had negotiated for us to take over publishing the then-bi-
weekly Syracuse Jewish community newspaper, which, if 
I remember right, we started around Rosh Hashanah just to 
add to the holiday schedule madness. We were also doing 
papers for Scranton, Wilkes-Barre and Poughkeepsie at 
the time. Going from a single, secular, weekly newspaper 
to a small newspaper empire, and trying to keep the in-
formation for first four and then five communities straight 
in my head, along with the schedule of what was getting 
done when, was occasionally a struggle. Fortunately, we 
had, and still have, a calendar telling us everything we 
need, from editing deadlines, to layout dates, to holiday 
closings, and more, which Naomi had managed... until she 
turned it over to me with a too-gleeful smile on her face. 
Can’t remember if that was for the year 1997 or 1998, but 
it’s been my baby ever since. 

In late 1996-early 1997, we also started work on The 
Reporter’s 25th anniversary issue, to come out at the very 
end of our 25th year in November. I thought it was funny 
that the newspaper and I had been born in 1971, but at 
opposite ends of the year. On top of helping with the 
layout of that special issue, done magazine style and on 
better quality paper than newsprint, Marc also tasked me 
with writing some of the history articles that appeared in 

Layout Editor
Diana Sochor

See “Years” on page 10A
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We congratulate
The Reporter

on its
50 years of service!

Rhona and Richard Esserman

on marking your

and many more!
50th Year

Marsha and Neisen Luks

50th

Year!
Bob & Helen Philips

on your

50th Year!

Best wishes on your

50th Anniversary

Best wishes on your

50th Anniversary

Michael & Wendy Wolff
Aaron, Carly, Maya, 

Emily & Melissa

Celebrating our 50 years Celebrating our 50 years 
in Vestal and The in Vestal and The 

Reporter's 50th year.Reporter's 50th year.
Dr Loren and Marlene Wolsh

B”H

Mazal Tov on Mazal Tov on 
Your Golden Your Golden 
AnniversaryAnniversary
Harold & Toby 
Kohn & Family

5050ththYearYear

Rabbi Barbara Goldman-Wartell

Congratul
ations on marking yourCongratul
ations on marking your

for our communityfor our community

Looking back at The Center Reporter
Shown are pages from The Center Reporter, 
which was the predecessor to The Reporter. 
These issues are from the 1940s and honor 
those who fought in World War II, who 
donated to the effort and who served on the 
board of the Center. The Reporter would 
like to thank Marcy Yonaty for lending 
those issues and allowing us to copy them.
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50th

Year!
Marilyn Bell

Our sincere congratulations
to The Reporter

on this special anniversary!

We are proud of your 
excellence in journalism 

and your commitment to the 
Jewish community!

Shelley and Mark Hubal

Congratulations on your
50th Anniversary

Merri & Tony, Linka, Zander, 
Anna, Maya, Dora , Ari, 

and Max Preus

Mazel Tov
and

thank you for all that
you do for the community!

Call Sue Krause to 
buy or sell your house!

Suzanne
Krause
Licensed Associate
Real Estate Broker

Multi-Million Dollar ProducerDirect:
607-760-3366

Office:
607-772-1177

4747 Vestal Parkway East
E-mail: skrause@realtyusa.com

Mazel tov to the best
Jewish newspaper

in the country!
Here’s to another

50 years!

Sue Krause,
Ceila & Sophia Klin

Visit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.orgÊ
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aeh lfn
Rebecca Kahn

on 50 years of service!

Happy 50th Anniversary!

Suzanne Holwitt

50th

Year!
Naomi and Richard Shore

50th

Year!
The Ross Family

Happy 50th Anniversary!

Ann Brillant

Mazel Tov

Beth David Synagogue
39 Riverside Drive, Binghamton        722-1793

Happy 50th to
all our friends at

Marcia Brownlow
JCC Assistant Director

Sheryl Brumer
JCC Director

it, including for families that had been in the community 
for generations. Talking to people and finding out how 
their family’s history intertwined with the community’s 
was fun, but also a bit stressful, because I really wanted 
to be sure I had those family articles right. All hands were 
on deck and there were a few late nights to get that issue 
laid out and to the printer on time, so it could be printed 
and inserted in the November 18, 1997, issue of the paper. 
For the record, our 40th celebratory issue went a lot easier 
(of course it did; we’d saved material from the 25th, so 
most of our research was already done!) and came out just 
before our 40th anniversary, again on a November 18. I’d 
guess it went more smoothly because by 2011 we’d been 
doing everything on the computers, including shipping the 
pages to the printer electronically, for awhile. No more 
late nights for us!

Those technology changes haven’t been the only thing 
that’s morphed over time. Every executive editor (I’m on 
my fifth, but who’s counting) has had a slightly different 
style (managerial and editorial) and interests. A few really 
wanted to highlight national and/or international hard news, 
while others wanted lighter stories highlighting good things 
happening in the world. Some waited until the last possible 
millisecond to choose non-local stories to fill space, others 
had a prioritized list at the start of layout. One, who only 
lasted a few months, went to town sweeping out cobwebs 

to help things run more efficiently and insisted that with 
our small staff and modern technology, there was no reason 
for anyone to be sending in, or hand-delivering, articles 
we’d then have to type up ourselves; all articles were to be 
e-mailed from then on. Heck, when I first started, articles 
from other communities were being faxed or mailed on 
a disc to us, and photos were sent via snail-mail and then 
scanned. No longer having to type up articles was a real 
time saver, and certainly helped cut down on errors caused 
by illegible hand-writing (hey, I have trouble reading my 
own hand-writing at times!). Now that we have an even 
smaller and mostly part-time staff, that longtime edict is 
really appreciated.

Executive editors also have had different ways of dealing 
with the varied communities we’ve served over the years. 
Some have loved schmoozing with other Federations’ 
executive directors or community liaisons, even when the 
incoming call was a complaint, while others dreaded those 
calls. (After all, who wants to get yelled at for something 
that wasn’t an error on their part? No one.) A fair amount 
of the time the complaint was (and still is) how long it took 
for papers to get into people’s mailboxes – sorry, but that’s 
on the Post Office; once the paper is dropped off at a bulk 
mail office, it’s out of our control, and as time has passed, 
the PO has been given longer periods of time to deliver 
our periodical and nonprofit standard class newspapers. 
And the staff at some Post Offices in some towns do take 
their time with delivering the paper. The worst instance 
was during the aftermath of the 2011 floods, when no one 
in town got The Reporter one week. Why? Turned out, it 
had been shoved in a corner in the large Syracuse bulk 
mail facility – no doubt because someone thought, gee, 
why ship it down to Binghamton when it can’t get there 
anyway with all the roads closed – and forgotten about 
until we called.

Sometimes, though, those executives in other commu-
nities have preferred talking to me, whether by e-mail or 
phone, and why, I don’t know. Rachel will tell you I have 
a phone/e-mail persona that can put people at ease – or at 
least not scare them – regardless of who is sitting in the 
executive editor’s chair, and particularly during those times 

Years Continued from page 7A

we had a new executive editor (and sometimes that didn’t 
go over well with the new boss, sigh....). Sometimes the 
requests coming in were ones I knew, because I was doing 
the bulk of the layout, wouldn’t work, and I admit, I had 
few if any qualms in saying so. The trick was, and still 
is, to say “no, that won’t work, but this should...” Being 
told, on too many occasions to count, that we were life-
savers was really, truly satisfying. In fact, one Federation 
exec so enjoyed working with us that, when he moved 
to a different community, he called up and asked me if 
we could fit another, new monthly paper he felt his new 
community needed into our then busy schedule. Of course, 
after a quick consultation with my boss, the answer was 
yes, so for a few years we were producing six different 
community newspapers (our weekly, two biweeklies and 
three monthlies). Alas, now we’re down to two: our now 
biweekly Reporter, and the now monthly Reporter we do 
for the Jewish community of Northeastern Pennsylvania.

With all the changes over the years – including the 
decisions by various communities to end their contracts 
with us and the resulting downsizing of staff and hours 
– someone not long ago asked me why I was still here. 
I jokingly said I’d be going down with the ship, but the 
truth is, I’m a creature of habit. So no matter how crazy 
things have gotten at times, because I love the rhythm of 
the Jewish year and our production schedule, and working 
with people I’ve come to know through the paper, I’ve never 
seriously thought about going elsewhere. And I’m really 
hoping that The Reporter (and I, and Rachel!) will still be 
around in 2031 for the start of its 60th anniversary year.

Editor’s note: Diana Sochor began working as an 
editorial assistant at The Reporter in May 1996 before 
becoming its layout editor. Neither job title accurately 
captures all the work she does for the paper.

Layout Editor Diana Sochor explained the computer 
programs to a new “administrative assistant” in 2010.

Saying good-bye to yet another executive editor on 
January 2, 2008 (L-r): Then Associate Editor Rabbi Rachel 
Esserman, Executive Editor Rebecca Goldstein Kahn on 
her last day, and Layout Editor Diana Sochor.
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on

50 years of

 serving the 
community!

Southern Tier
Harley Davidson

Visit us on the web at www.thereportergroup.orgÊ

American Jewish Press Association Rockower Award 
winning cover illustrations, 1999

L-r: Reporter Production Coordinator Jennifer Durant’s Bar/Bat Mitzvah Guide cover, freelance artist Art Edel’s Passover cover and Reporter Graphic Artist Jason Wint’s Rosh 
Hashanah/Tashlich cover won honorable mention for illustration in the American Jewish Press Association’s 1999 Rockower Awards competition. Three illustrations had to be 
submitted for judging.
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Thank you!
Thank you to the many advertisers and community 

members who helped make our 50th anniversary issue 
special and a success. 

The Reporter has been serving the community for 
50 years and plans to continue the tradition for years to 

come. You can be part of it, too! Whether you’re 
promoting your business, extending holiday greetings 

or celebrating your simchas, we have a place for your ad. 
Please contact Advertising Representative Kathy Brown

 at 607-724-2360, ext. 244, or 
advertising@thereportergroup.org

for all your advertising needs.

CONGRATULATIONS ON YOUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY!

Square Deal Place
111 Grant Ave., Suite 107, Endicott, NY 13760

607-754-7550 • 1-800-999-7550

Cheevers, Hand & Angeline, LLC
is a full service �rm

Our sta� of professionals
would be happy to assist you

with all your investment needs.
LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1974Matthew B. Adler, President
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