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Mission Statement

The Jewish Federation of Greater Binghamton strives to create a caring, vibrant, enduring
community locally, in Israel and worldwide. The Federation uses its assets and contributions
to strengthen local Jewish institutions and organizations, to support Jewish people in need,
and to educate the people in the Southern Tier about Jewish values and identity.

Message from Leadership

Dear Community Members,

This year is different. After Hamas attacked Israel on October 7th, killing more than 1,200
innocent people and taking 240 hostages, our collective Jewish community was wounded,
and continues to grieve to the depths of its soul.

Hope has been hard to come by, but we know that the Jewish people are resilient. We also
know that difficult times generate compassion. With every dollar that has been given to
support the Jewish Federation, Jewish Family Service or The Reporter, we have felt the
burden lifted. For every volunteer who gave their time to make our community whole,

we were so very grateful. With every person who engaged in one of the twenty-three
Federation sponsored or co-sponsored events in the last year, we felt stronger.

This annual report highlights the impact of contributions to the Jewish Federation from June
2023 through May 2024. None of the work we do would be possible without all of you.
We are humbled to serve the Binghamton Jewish community and we know, now more than
ever, that our work is meaningful, and that we must continue to “take care of our own,” just
as the generations who came before us have done.

L'Shalom,

Shelley Hubal, Executive Director
Suzanne Holwitt, President



Federation Supported Organizations
and Financials:

2023 Beneficiary Agencies & Allocation Distribution

In November of 2022, the Federation Executive Committee and Board of Directors voted
to allocate a total of $306,887 to be distributed in the calendar year 2023. These allocations
supported eight different organizations and programs. Funding for allocations came from
annual campaign dollars.

. The Reporter
$43,000

JCC
$89,000

Federation, JFS, Film Fest &
PJ Library Operating Budget
$103,387

JFNA, Beth David Mikvenh,
and Hillel at BU
$5,500




Timeline of Sponsored or Co-Sponsored Events

Countering Active
Threat Training

Rumble Ponies
baseball game -
community outing

Tribute to Michael
Wright

L'Dor V'Dor Next
Generation Trivia
Night

Community
Gathering and Vigil
in response to the
Israel terror attacks

Global Day of Jewish
Learning program in
conjunction with
local synagogues

“Farewell Mr.
Haffmann” - Film
Fest virtual event

“The Narrow Bridge”
- Film Fest virtual
event

“Our Almost
Completely True
Love Story” - Film
Fest virtual event

“March '68" - Film
Fest virtual event

Virtual tour of
Auschwitz,
sophomore class at
Susquehanna Valley
High School

“Table-Top Exercise”
for Jewish
community leaders
and law
enforcement
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L'Dor V'Dor Next
Generation game
night and dinner

PJ Library Rosh
Hashanah celebration

Holocaust Memorial
Gathering

PJ Library Sukkot
celebration with
author Liza Wiemer

“The Jews and the
Blues” - Film Fest
event at the JCC

Countering Active
Threat Training

“Discover Hannukah”
event for young
families at The
Discovery Center

Conversations About
the Day After” - a
discussion with David
Rittberg

Black Bears Hockey
Game - community
outing

Stop the Bleed
Training

Community Yom
Hashoah
commemoration



P] Library sends free Jewish themed childrens books to
families across the community every month; enabling
young children to connect with their Jewish roots in a
meaningful way.

Thanks to an anonymous donor, in 2023 we were
able to provide monthly PJ Library subscriptions to 93
young Jewish children in our community. PJ Library
also sponsored three programs in the last year. Our
[ . Hannukah party at the Discovery Center had more
L I b ra r y than 75 participants. That is an impactful investment

in our future!

The 2023-2024 Binghamton Jewish Film Fest
consisted of four virtual films and one in-person
screening. Approximately one film per month was

shown between October 2023 and March 2024. The B | N G H A M TO N

Binghamton and Ithaca communities combined for J EW ISH
more than 220 views of our five films.

Thanks to generous donations from the Rozen FILM FEST
Foundation and the generosity of our community

members, we were able to keep the film fest free to
the community.

The Federation Annual Fundraising Campaign
An n u a I began one week after the horrific Hamas attacks on
Israel. With heavy hearts, our task felt more urgent,

: meaningful and relevant. We are so grateful for
Ca m I]a Ign the many community members who showed their
support, and continue to do so during this difficult
chapter in our collective history.
The Annual Campaign for 2023 raised $301,837

0 » 0 in total from 306 donors. The theme of the 2024
b U ” Campaign is “We take care of our own, chosen
<\ ) "ﬂ )70 paig :
V P -

Z because it is about compassion and sustaining
community now and for the future. We took this
quote from our own Marcy Yonaty, who uses this
term often. To date, the 2024 Campaign has raised
$236,814.01 from 299 donors.
A special thank you to the David and Virginia
Eisenberg Foundation for its enduring support of the
Federation.

“We take
care of
our own.”

- Marcy Yonaty

“Serving as the chair qf the Federation Annual Cam aign
is a cha léngin task, but one that 1 am yrouc[ to do because
it is my waﬁy 0 iw’ng back to the community that has gi\/en
me so much. After October 7th 1 witnessed the resilience and

generosit;%y of the Binghamton Jewish community ﬁrst-ﬁcmcf.

T ﬁey showed up. @?\/ lﬂcwe. Th ﬁey made the Cam}mign a

U

Success cmc[ 7 am gmte fO?" eacﬁ cﬁmor cmc[ eacﬁ vofunteer. ‘

-fMari[yn Bell, Camjoaign Chair



Jewish Family Service

Guided by the principal of “Chesed” or loving-kindness, Jewish Family Service delivers
essential human services to individuals and families facing challenges to their well-being.
Financial assistance is provided within specific guidelines as funding permits. It is through
thoughtful listening and compassionate caring that JFS can help people move from
instability to a more secure and positive place. JFS collaborates with the human service
network in Binghamton to meet the needs of the community.

JFS impact June 2023 - May 2024:

$9,550 to Jewish families “We Remember - 45 referrals for mental health support

You” program - 28 referrals for legal assistance

$2,003 miscellaneous emergency -« $200 in gas cards for emergency travel
financial help 3 home visits

$2,185 rent or moving assistance - 11 collaborations with families out of the
$700 grocery cards area

72 emotional support calls - 4 referrals for employment assistance
70 well check calls - 2 refugee assistance support calls

45 referrals to food pantries « $300 in direct Israeli refugee assistance

38 referrals to NYSEG for funding support distributed
$630 in assistance for NYSEG bills

35 referrals for housing and rent support
10 referrals for home care

JFS would (ike to
thank all our donors

The R epar ter for their generosity.

The Reporter keeps our area informed of Jewish activities, programming and important
news (local, national and global). Our staff continues to find ways to remain solvent and
relevant during the ongoing struggles of print media. The Reporter is received in more than
1,000 homes by people in 41 states. The Reporter Committee is also looking for ways to
increase our digital presence and offer more digital opportunities to our readers.

During the pandemic, we kept readers connected with online resources and by promoting
virtual programming offered by various Jewish organizations. In 2023, The Reporter won a
Syracuse Press Club award for a guest column by Professor Jonathan Karp.

The Reporter staff wants to thank its loyal readers and generous supporters. We are
dedicated to continuing the important work of keeping the Binghamton Jewish

community connected and informed.



Safety & Security Committee Annual Report
| IVESECURE | @-1““1-‘*‘L.J;s;zlratz'sy.i,f.z;&

In the last year, the Safety and Security Committee Chair and Federation Director
maintained an on-going relationship with the central-western NY Jewish security
cooperative. After the Israel terrorist attacks on October 7th, and the resulting increase
in global unrest, this relationship became vital. Consultation and communication with
the cooperative Director and the Secure Community Network improved our day-to-day
security posture. The cooperative has also been essential in assisting our local institutions in
applying for grant funding to improve security infrastructure. Additionally, we continued to
develop relationships with the FBI, the Department of Homeland Security, local police, state
police and the Broome County Sheriff’s office. These relationships have become essential to
keeping our community safe.

Consistent with its purpose statement, the Safety and Security Committee accomplished
the following between June 2023 and May 2024:

$1,500 distributed in mini-grants to offset the cost of High Holiday security were
distributed to Beth David Synagogue, Chabad at Binghamton University, Temple
Concord and Temple Israel.

Seventeen Stop the Bleed Kits were purchased and distributed to the following
institutions; Beth David Synagogue, Chabad

at Binghamton University, the JCC, Temple « , ,
Beth Elin Oneonta, Temple Concord, Temple qmﬁ”fo"mg our secumtﬁ/

Israel and the Norwich Jewish Center. Joostu’re comes at a ﬁlg

Three communitywide se(.:urlty training . cost. Tedémtion wants
courses were held, educating 95 community

members on “Stop the Bleed” and to tﬂanE a’[[tﬁe C[OHOTS
“Countering Active Threat” procedures. who gave to the chai
Loca_ll _JeW|sh _leadershlp and flrst.respon.ders se cu'rity C amy aian.
participated in a table-top exercise designed , ﬁ

to identify strengths and weaknesses of Your generos lty will ﬁegf’
security procedures. us to meet our needs fO?’

« $18,104 raised for our community years to come.”

security fund.
« $14 500 raised to fund an essential - Sﬁe[[éy 7'[”6@[

infrastructure project at a local synagogue.



Fed By Numbers
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