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Irene Gut Opdyke

She was Catholic
I am Jewish

She was captured by Russians
I am a captive of others expectations

In her imprisonment she risked everything to forewarn others
In my imprisonment I think only of myself

She didn’t question her need to act
I have nothing but questions

She started small
I have yet to start

She made a choice to stand up for social justice
I let others make my choices for me

She was influenced by her parents as her role models
I am influence by rules and social norms

Many years ago she delivered her friends from evil
Today I deliver myself from evil

No more will I allow myself to fade into the background

Today I will wear blue
In a sea of black and white

Today I will make a difference 
And do what’s right, not what’s expected
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