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Defying Gravity
	How well do you know the true story of the Wizard of Oz?  Was the Wicked Witch of the West really all that Wicked to begin with? In the classic story of the Wizard of Oz, we don’t know much about the Witch except for what Dorothy perceived her as.  However, in the classic and remarkable Broadway musical, Wicked, we learn the truth behind a different girl, who will do anything to stay true to her heart.  Elphaba, the witch in the famous musical, showed me that by being righteous I can truly learn how to defy gravity.  Elphaba, stood up for what she believed in even though she was discriminated against, and even through all of what she has tried to accomplish she still was considered evil by the end.  
[bookmark: _GoBack]	In Wicked, we learn that Elphaba, the product of an affair between her mother and the Wizazrd, is constantly discriminated against.  Her green skin, shows a symbol of our society as we have grown, from the Jews in the Holocaust to African Americans during reconstruction, it seems as though we never learn. In the story, Elphaba disregards all of the prejudice anyone holds against her as she faces discrimination at her new college in Shiz. She is immediately classified as evil and terrible and shunned in the face of her new classmates, including the ditzy blonde that people practically worship.  The immediate hatred between the two main characters is evident in many of the songs they sing at the beginning.  She faces bullying every day at her new school and relies on the company of her professors for social interaction.  With the built up anger residing deep in her body from the constant name calling and discrimination, she find herself with sarcasm and attitude as her defense mechanism.  She soon finds out in the company of her sheep professor that a sickness is falling across the land where all of the animals are losing the ability to speak.  She vows to see the Wizard because she believes he can fix the situation and restore balance to Oz.  she faces risks every day against those around her.  That is something that some people never have the guts to do in their lifetime, showing how righteous Elphaba is in this story. 
	When  Wicked, The Untold Story of the Witches of Oz was first released as a book in 1995 by Gregory Maguire, it wasn’t particularly popular.  It was interesting enough, but when the Broadway musical came out several years later, where Elphaba was played by Idina Mendzel, support for the book grew.  The story now has millions of followers who enjoy the book an see the Broadway musical every time it’s in town.  Elphaba has been teaching kids, adults and teens to never judge a book by its cover.  As a child I never really got into the Wizard of Oz, but a few years ago, my mom took me to see the musical when it came to town.   I didn’t know what to expect at the time, but when Elphaba hit the last few notes of Defying Gravity and her decent into the Wicked world, I was in tears.  I felt so much empathy for her and the terrible behavior she had to face every day.  She showed me that no matter what, you should never judge someone by what they look like.  Especially in the diverse society we see today, it’s important to always be kind to everyone.  We learn through Elphaba and past mistakes such as the Holocaust that people should be treated with the utmost respect because we are all the same.  
	When Elphaba finished the show, people regarded her as evil even though she had done so much to save the people she loved including her sister, her professor, her unlikely friend and the man she fell in love with.  She knew that she had done nothing wrong in her lifetime and yet, she was deemed evil in her determination to finish her quest.  She left almost everyone she loved behind and headed on to suffer a lifetime more of discrimination in order to fight for what she believed in.  That showed me that you should always stay true to yourself, because Elphaba would never have forgiven herself if she had lived a lifetime of sorrow in a world filled with chaos and cruelty.  She continued on and persevered and to me, that is righteous in its own way.  
	From the moment I stepped out of the theatre in my elementary years to now, I have declared to always be kind to people.  I try to never judge someone’s character before meeting them and I avoid conversations and  gossip about others that I don’t know personally.  I realized that I could never hurt someone if I just don’t judge them.  People all around the world are constantly judged, from Muslims to Jews to African Americans, and perceived as different just because of the color of their skin.  I don’t see that now and typically don’t describe people by racial profiling.  A person is a person, no matter what they look like or where they are from.  This is something I learned to do from the story of Wicked and continuously use in my day to day life. 
	But, Elphaba didn’t just teach me to never judge someone, she also told me how important it is to take risks in your life.  “You’ll never know if you don’t try,” a common phrase that pertain so much to the character and to my life.  I don’t know if I’ll ever succeed in this world, and I never will know until I try.  Elphaba took risks in a different way but nevertheless, she stood up for herself and what she believed in without even considering if it would end up hurting her socially.  Taking risks is extremely important and I believe that we should also stand up for what we believe in.  
	While planning this Essay, I brainstormed a list of people who I believe are righteous in our world.  On that list were people like Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, and Susan B. Anthony.  But, one thing I noticed was common amongst all of the names was the goal they had in mind, equality.  Equality for race, religion, sex.  But, I knew that these essays would be common, “they fought for equal rights,” and “they kept going and changed the world,” which is without a doubt, righteous in all forms of the word.  But, Elphaba is a character that most people underestimate.  They don’t immediately realize how subtly righteous each of her actions are and they reject any themes that the musical or book try to convey.  I wanted to make it clear to people how important Elphaba is to our society even if she was deemed wicked.  Most people today will never grow up to become another Martin Luther King or Rosa Parks or Susan B. Anthony, but Elphaba is someone we can grow up to be.  At some point in our lives, we are judge because of the way we look, we will believe that something is wrong or evil, we will feel like an outsider, or feel like we have never been loved.  But the one thing that makes most of us different form Elphaba is righteousness and bravery.  Most of us will never have the courage to do what she did so perfectly and stand up for ourselves no matter the consequence.  Most of us will never have the courage to become righteous and learn how to defy gravity just like Elphaba did in the story of the Witches of Oz. 
