
 

SHALOM SPRINGFIELD 

Register for this webinar HERE.                                                    

Registration is limited. 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=l56u4yjab&oeidk=a07ei1a6relbb700f7b
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Arden Lang                        
Federation President 

 It is traditional that the Federation president reports to the membership on the prior year’s activities. It is my  
honor and privilege to continue that tradition. It seems like just yesterday that our lives were turned upside down by the 
pandemic. A very minor consequence has been that the Federation's detailed plans for the 2020-2021 fiscal year went 
unfulfilled. Nevertheless, in the wake of uncertainty, our community pulled together, reset the calendar, and made new 
plans in the alternative, while still carrying out Federation’s mission. That mission is to serve the Jewish people locally, in 
Israel, and throughout the world through coordinated fundraising, community-wide programming, social services, and 
educational activities. Our mission would not continue to be fulfilled without you. You are our leaders, past, present, and 
future. You are our volunteers. You are our ambassadors to our neighbors and throughout the nation and the world. You 
care for each other. You open your hearts. You are Federation personified.  
 The fiscal year has ended. Thanks go to the generosity, understanding, and willingness of our community to 
meet our Federation’s challenges of the past year. Your efforts allow me to report that our Federation has had a        
successful year and will continue to be successful in the future.  
 Yes, we have not met in person. Yes, we have missed each other’s companionship. And, yet, our educational 
and social programming has been tailored to meet our needs. We have had several stellar Zoom programs, even though 
we miss the fellowship of our Winetasting event or the annual film festival.  
 In that spirit, too, we have continued on with well-attended monthly Knosh and Knowledge programs, planned by 
the participants themselves, and with details executed by our program director, Betsy Salus. We reached more isolated 
seniors by conference call and mailed out their holiday baskets when we were not permitted to enter elder care facilities. 
Our goal for the upcoming year, no matter what the pandemic allows, is to devote a specified number of hours a month 
to one-on-one in-person or phone contact with our most frail seniors.  
 Recognizing that the need to alleviate food insecurity was even more pressing given the economic disruptions of 
the pandemic, the Jewish Community Relations Council worked with the Central Illinois Food Bank to distribute food at 
the Boys and Girls Club site. Our problem with the modified program was a good problem to have -- more of us wanted 
to participate physically in the food distribution than health regulations allowed.  
 There are so many people that make the work of Federation possible. First, our Professional Staff is just that. 
They are highly trained and are dedicated to the mission of Federation. I wish to thank our leader, Executive Director, 
Nancy Sage, in addition to our Program Director, Betsy Salus, and our longstanding Office Manager, Wendy Evans-
Terry, along with our on-call social worker, Jordan Litvak.  Our Board of Directors plays an active and important role as 
does our smaller Executive Board. Our JCRC chair, Bob Roth, has led a strong, active committee to meet today’s    
challenges.  
 I particularly wish to thank the Response Team, including Nancy Sage, Bob Roth, Rabbi Datz, and Rabbi Stern, 
who have had more than enough unfortunate antisemitic incidents to deal with in the past several few months. The 
Team speaks freely together and decides what individual response is merited, considering factors in our own community 
and based on guidance from the expertise of Jewish Federations of North America (JFNA) and Jewish Council for    
Public Affairs (JCPA) as to best practices for dealing with hate issues. We pledge to be vigilant in rooting out threats to 
our people and dealing with them swiftly and intelligently.  
 Equally on our minds is the physical security of our community. Through Federation, JFNA, and SCN continue 
to offer workshops, material, and consultation to Jewish entities to beef up their security by applying for the government-
funded National Security Grant Program. Temple B’rith Sholom applied and received a grant last year and Temple     
Israel has applied for a grant this year. There is no better use of JFNA resources than on enhancing the safety of our 
community.  
 While our Federation could not hold an in-person Campaign event this year, the 2020-2021 campaign exceeded 
its goal, thanks to your great generosity. Thank you for opening your hearts in this time of need. This Spring, our       
Federation revamped its campaign, creating a series of Campaign Salons, where you, as members, have been able to 
attend any or all of the five programs. These programs run the gamut of community interests. We also contracted our 
Campaign activities to an 80 day period. With your continued support, Federation has worked diligently for 80 years to 
fulfill its mission and will continue to do so.  
 Together we envision what we would like the next year to bring, We would hope to be a united people, learning 
and socializing together. We would like to be a community that helps each other and those around us and around the 
world, helps the outside world to understand us, and helps to quell the forces of hate and violence. Federation shares 
that vision. In our small way, Federation helps us to nurture and be nurtured. Thank you for all you do. 
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Knosh & Knowledge 
GET TO KNOW ROUTE 66 with CURTIS MANN  

     Wednesday, June 30, 9:30 a.m.                                                                                              
 Via Zoom on your phone, tablet or computer 

 
Please join us for Knosh & Knowledge when Curtis Mann, Director of the 

Sangamon Valley Collection at Lincoln Library, will speak with us about 

ROUTE 66. 

Known as “The Mother Road,” Route 66 is the most enduring 

highway in our public consciousness and  represents a unique 

moment in history that continues to define the nation’s identity: the rise of the        

automobile and its implications of freedom, mobility, and a quintessential American 

story.  Curtis Mann, Manager of the Lincoln Library Sangamon Valley Collection and 

Springfield’s City Historian will focus his talk on Route 66 in and around Springfield 

and Central Illinois.  

 

KNOSH & KNOWLEDGE 

 
The mission of the Jewish Federation of Springfield, Illinois, is to serve the Jewish people locally,  in Israel and throughout the world 

through coordinated fund raising, community-wide programming, social services and educational activities.        

mailto:rsvp@shalomspringfield.org
mailto:rsvp@shalomspringfield.org
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JANUARY 2021 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       

  

12 pm Fed P2G  Live 

Tour of Budapest 

 

 

 

 

 

TI S’Hd Donor                  

9:30 am Chabad Tefillin 

Club                                     

  

10 am Fed P2G   

Women’s Rosh 

Hodesh Gathering                     

2 pm TBS Exec. Bd. 

Mtg                                        

 

       

                                                                 

 

Father’s Day 

 

 

 

7 pm Hadassah Bd 

Mtg 

 

1 pm TI S’Hd Book 

Club                                      

TI S’Hd Exec. Comm. 

Mtg                                     

 

                                                    

 

6:30 pm SBJE Bd Mtg

                 

 

 

9:30 am TI Service        

 

 

5:30 pm TBS Shabbat  

6 pm TI Shabbat  

 

 

 

9:30 am TI Service          

                                     

 

                      

 

              

7 pm TBS Bd Mtg

  

 

9:30 am Knosh & 

Knowledge                    

12:10 pm Fed Exec 

Committee Mtg            

                  

          

7 pm Fed JCRC 

Reentry Webinar   

with Carl Cannon 

 

5:30 pm TBS Shabbat  

6 pm TI Shabbat           

 

 

7 pm TI Adult Ed           

 

 

TI Prayer Book Review 

    

 

                                

9:30 am TI Service     

 

5:30 pm TBS Family 

Shabbat                            

6 pm TI Shabbat  

 

 

7 pm TI Bd. Mtg. 

 

 

7:30 pm Fed. Bd Mtg 

 

 

 

 

                                                

12 PM Fed JCRC Drive-

Thru Food Distribution 

@ TI                                

5:30 pm TBS Shabbat                                            

6 pm TI Shabbat 

                                       

 

  9:30 am TI Service      

 

 

 

 

7 pm TI Advance End-

Of-Life Planning 

 

 

7 pm TI Adult Ed           

 

 

 

                                                         

 

11:30 am TI Century 

Brunch 
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JCRC—FOOD INSECURITY 

 
 

HUNGER HASN’T GONE AWAY AND NEITHER HAVE WE 

    
 For five consecutive years, the Jewish Federation of Springfield in cooperation with the Central Illinois 
Food Bank and with the support of both Temples, both Sisterhoods, B’nai B’rith, and Hadassah held a healthy 
food distribution.  Those of you who volunteered at these events saw the overwhelming need and                 
appreciation of the patrons who came to the event to receive food for themselves, their children, and their 
families. 
      Last year we were well into the planning stage for a sixth healthy food distribution.  Then the pandemic 
hit and everything changed - EXCEPT HUNGER.  The Central Illinois Food Bank discontinued its Healthy Food 
Distributions and we had to look for other ways to help. 
      Through the efforts of our Executive Director, Nancy Sage we found a way.   With appreciation to Bank of 
Springfield and all JCRC organizations, the money that would normally be used to fund the Healthy Food      
Distribution was used instead to purchase canned goods from the Food Bank.  These were packaged and    
given out at the Boys and Girls Club as part of their weekly food distribution as “extra” food. 
      At the present time, the Central Illinois Food Bank is still not holding Healthy Food Distributions.  We still 
hope to sponsor one later in the year but in the meantime, the Food Insecurity Committee of JCRC has come 
up with new and exciting ways for us to help with this critical need. 
      On June 18, 2021 at 11:30 a.m. we will be holding our first food distribution in the parking lot of Temple 
Israel.  The event will be different from previous food distributions but no less important. 
      Food will be supplied from the Central Illinois Food Bank through the Feed America program.  The food 
will be placed on pallets in the TI parking lot and patrons will receive the food in their cars.  Volunteers will 
put the food in the cars as they line up and drive through the parking lot.  All volunteers will be masked and 
working outside so it will be a very safe event. 
     In the next few weeks, we will be asking for volunteers for the event.  Although we only need about 10   
volunteers for the event, this does not mean that we don’t need you.  We have already scheduled a second 
food distribution on Friday, July 16 with hopefully more in the future.  We will do our best to make sure that 
everyone who wants to help will have a chance. 
     In addition, those who are not able to work at this event or those planned for the future have other ways 
to help fight food insufficiency.  The Boys and Girls Club has a food distribution every Wednesday at 11:30 
a.m.  The operation runs the same as the food distributions we will be having.  Volunteers arrive at 11 a.m. 
and the distribution is usually over by about 12:15 p.m. If you can volunteer, we encourage you to call the 
Boys and Girls Club at 217-544-0548 and tell Casey that you want to help.  She will be grateful to have you. 
      Finally, we will be publishing a list of the mini food pantries in the area.  If you can, help stock these mini 
food pantries with canned goods, packaged food, pet food, hygiene products and cleaning supplies; It will be 
much appreciated. 
      Thank you in advance for all that you do to combat food insecurity and please remember that without 
your financial contributions and willingness to volunteer, none of this would be possible. 

 

Ralph Loewenstein, Chair, JCRC Food Insecurity Committee  
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JCRC—FOOD INSECURITY 

       Jewish Federation of Springfield   

   Jewish Community Relations Council   

in conjunction with the   

Central Illinois Food Bank   

   

DRIVE-THRU  

HEALTHY FOOD DISTRIBUTION   

FRIDAYS, JUNE 18TH and JULY 16TH 2021 10:30 am to 
12:30 pm  

Temple Israel Parking Lot  

We need approximately 10-12 volunteers for handing out light weight boxes                        
of healthy foods to those in need. Patrons will drive up, and we will load                              

the food into their vehicles.  There should be very little walking and very little heavy lifting 
involved,  although we might have to move some of the items from the delivery truck.  

To view how this operation works, you can volunteer at the  Springfield Boys 
and Girls Club on Wednesdays at 11:00 AM.  We are using their model as our 

guide.  

Please volunteer for this important program sponsored by the Springfield  Jewish community 
and its members which will help fill the needs of some of  our food insecure neighbors.  

To volunteer, email Rick Griminger at rgriminger@comcast.net The drive-thru food 
distributions only need 10-12 people per session,  so first to reply will be able to work.         

Indicate which day(s) you are available.  

Thank you!!  

B’nai B’rith   
Jewish Federation of Springfield   

Jewish Community Relations Council   
Springfield Chapter of Hadassah   

Temple B’rith Sholom                                                                                        
Temple B’rith Sholom Sisterhood                                                                        

Temple Israel                                                                                                         
Temple Israel Sisterhood 
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AREA MICRO FOOD PANTRIES 
Take what you need; Leave what you can for a neighbor 

Downtown Springfield 
422 S. 5th St. (across from Mansion/Y Block) 
 
First Presbyterian Church 
321 S. 7th St. 
(parking lot) 
 
Legacy Theatre 
101 E. Lawrence Ave.  
(park at Cathedral or on street after 6:00 pm) 
 
Springfield High School 
101 S. Lewis St.  
(in the commons lot off Washington by the shed) 
 
Douglas Avenue United Methodist Church 
501 S. Douglas Ave. (at entrance off Illini Ct.) 
 
Graham Elementary 
500 W Edwards (NW corner of parking lot off Cook between 
MacArthur & State) 
 
Capitol City Prop. Management 
1501 S. MacArthur Blvd. (in back lot of Leland) 
 
South Side Christian Church 
2600 S. MacArthur Blvd. (by Garage) 
 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 
2477 W. Washington St. 
 
Knox Knolls:   
2251 W. Monroe St. 
 
Hope Pres. Church (Colony West) 
2211 W. Wabash  
(by main entrance of church) 
 
Parkway Christian Church:   
2700 Lindbergh 
 
Ash/Pasfield:   
2000 S. Pasfield  
(along W. Ash, between College and Pasfield) 
 
Boys & Girls Club  
300 S. 15th St. 
 
Feitshans Elementary School: 
1011 S. 15th St.  
(inside front gate; available only M-F when gate is open) 
 
Harvard Park Baptist Church 
2401 S. 9th St. 
 
Washington Middle School:   
2300 E. Jackson St. 
 
Southeast Springfield High School   
2350 E. Ash  

 

Youth Services Bureau   
2901 Normandy Rd. 
 
Fifth Street Renaissance/SARA Center  
1315 N. 5th St.  
(on porch of building) 
 
Word & Spirit Worship Center 
2105 E Reservoir St.  
(under carport off Wheeler) 
 
Lanphier High School 
1300 N. 11th St. 
(along East wall, opposite stadium) 
 
Ridgely Elementary  
2040 N. 8th St. (by entrance) 
 
Woodland Acres 
3200 N. Dirksen Pkwy. Lot 303 
(South entrance to Woodland Acres) 
 
Lakeside Christian Church 
225 Toronto Road  
(Donation hours: M-F noon) 
 
Beyond Springfield 
 
Southern View:   
Carman & Garrett 
 
Southern View:  
Neuhoff Media 
3055 S. 4th St. 
 
Chatham:   
Chatham VFW Hall                                                                 
501 W. Mulberry  
 
New Berlin:   
Corbet Park  
(W. Elm & S. Cedar) 
 
New Berlin:                                                                          
Alamo Laundry                                                                          
716 E. Illinois 
 
Petersburg: 
Petersburg County Market 
500 E. Sangamo (inside store) 
 
Petersburg Church of Christ: 
701 S. 12th St. 
(Available T/TH 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.;                                               
donations may be left any time) 
 
Virden:   
Pitman Hall, First Baptist Church 
157 W. Jackson St. 
 
Virden: 
231 E. Jackson St. (in front of Silvernick’s) 

JCRC—FOOD INSECURITY 
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    It is an honor and privilege to serve as executive director of Federation, an organization that 
is eighty years strong.  From its very beginning through today, during times of war and peace, the  
Holocaust, the birth of Israel, civil rights, Russian resettlement, saving and changing lives, the rise of 
antisemitism and the challenges of today, at the core of Federation is a community committed to the 
ideal of being responsible and caring for each other.  It is our purpose, made possible because of your 
support and participation, and because of the exemplary leadership of our Board. 
 It has been a different year, a year of learning, a year of adapting, and a year of change due 
to circumstances far beyond our control.  I am grateful to Arden Lang, Federation president for her 
wisdom, passion, strength, understanding, and time.  She has guided us through this year, navigating 
the known and the unknown and is an inspiration. 
 To Federation’s Executive Committee and Board, I am so appreciative for your involvement, 
care, and stewardship.  Your  service to the community is exemplary.  Underlying every decision is 
how to best serve our community.  You have been sources of encouragement, creativity, and 
strength.   Our Board has reached out to members of the community and will continue to do so, just to 

check in and say we care.  Our Committee Chairs and members have been exceptional at continuing their work, although 
differently, and contributing their time over the past year.  
 I am fortunate to work with a staff that is as dedicated to the Federation’s mission as they are talented.  They are 
the reason behind everything that we have been able to accomplish and although we have been working apart, we      
continue to be a team.  We could not succeed without Wendy Evans-Terry, office manager, and Betsy Salus, program 
director.  Wendy set us up to work remotely, patiently found and walked us through new technology while continuing to 
edit the newsletter, manage the finances, design our graphics, and keep our history.  She is Wendy the Wizard.  Betsy 
deftly transformed our programs to the Zoom platform.  It is not easy to find them and design them for “the flat 
screen.”  And, when the unexpected happens, which it does, Betsy is the best because her calm, kindness and class 
quite frankly, cover up the glitches.  Her desire to always do it better shows when she puts together the senior packages, 
the weekly program notifications, and in everything she does.  I welcome Jordan Litvak as on-call social    worker.  During 
these difficult times he has served our community well, especially those who have faced difficult life situations.   
 I would be remiss if I didn’t say that Wendy, Betsy and I look forward to the very near future when we are all 
working primarily from the office. 
 I am proud, that together, we have forged forward and continued to work to fulfill our mission.  We have taken 
advantage of programs offered virtually, both educational and entertaining, created our own, and collaborated with other 
Federations and offered more opportunities than ever through Knosh & Knowledge, the Education and Culture          
Committee, and Partnership2GETHER which pivoted to virtual events quickly and collaboratively.  We have made the 
best of the situation at hand, staying in touch with homebound seniors via phone. Jewish Community Relations Council 
continues their focus on issues facing the community — food insecurity, the rise of antisemitism, criminal justice reform, 
race relations and Israel.  JCRC continues to sponsor programs and to connect with community organizations throughout 
the city.  That said, we are more than ready to return to in person programs and services when appropriate to do so.   
 Campaign, too, is different this year.  The campaign committee creatively sought to present key components of 
Federation’s work and interests; thus, they designed five Salons featuring speakers from within and outside our          
community.  
 I cannot thank enough the Response Team, Arden Lang, Federation President, Bob Roth, JCRC Chair, Rabbi 
Datz and Rabbi Stern.  Anytime something happens and a community response is merited or requested, they make 
themselves available to address the issue.  Each time, we assess the situation, we seek and review information from   
several sources, including national organizations to determine what action to take — whether quietly and privately        
addressing the situation, issuing a public statement, or taking no action at all.   
 We have been fortunate to have received funding on behalf of the Rosenwald Initiative for the Julius Rosenwald 
Mural from the Hanson Family Fund and generous individuals.  We have been supportive of the endeavor to create a 
Julius Rosenwald National Historic Park.  We are part of the core group organizing the Springfield Equal Justice Project 
that grew out of our decision to work with the Equal Justice Institute in Montgomery, Alabama, founded by Bryan          
Stephenson. 
 Our national organizations have been at our side assisting us throughout this time.  Through Jewish Federations 
of North America and community generosity, we received their Human Services Matching grant, to support social,        
financial, and senior services; our community benefits from JFNA’s expertise in so many ways — the National Security 
Grant Program, services of the Secure Community Network, their training and consultation that was designed to address 
these troubling times.  Jewish Council for Public Affairs keeps us informed as to current issues confronting the country 
bringing in respected and knowledgeable speakers, in an unbelievable timely manner.  And my colleagues, Federation 
and JCRC execs have been wonderfully generous in sharing their expertise and their programs.   I do want to note that 
JUF, Chicago’s Federation has been a wonderful source of information and a partner. 
 COVID created greater challenges to those living in need throughout the world and Jewish communities at 
risk.  You, through your generosity to campaign, have changed lives and saved lives through the monies we give to the 
Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI), Joint Distribution Committee (JDC), ORT and our matching gift to Hadassah for    
Hadassah Neurim, a residential program for disadvantaged youth.  
 I am grateful for your support that enables us to fulfill our mission and to be faithful to the ideals of tikkun olam 
(repairing the word), gemilut chasadim (deeds of loving kindness) and k’lal yisrael (solidarity, responsibility and love for 
the Jewish people).  Thank you so much.   

Nancy Sage           

Federation Executive 



 

 
The mission of the Jewish Federation of Springfield, Illinois, is to serve the Jewish people locally,  in Israel and throughout the world 

through coordinated fund raising, community-wide programming, social services and educational activities.        
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20 



10:00 CDT 
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12:00 PM CDT 

PARTNERSHIP2GETHER 



Shalom Springfield  is generously underwritten with support from the                                                                        
following community partners: 

Bank of Springfield, www.bankofspringfield.com (217) 529-5555  

Bisch and Sons Funeral Home, www.bischandsonfuneralhome.com, (217) 544-5424 

Feuer-Brozgold Legacy Fund 

IN THE COMMUNITY 
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Condolences  to the family and friends of     

following: 

Pearl King, mother of Pam LeBlang 

& 

Kenneth Sternberg, brother of Annette Chesky 

& 

Dr. Gilbert Cherrick, uncle of Alan Cherrick 

Z”l 

 

JERRY JENNINGS 

2021 

PRESIDENT’S 

AWARD 

HARRY BERMAN 

2021 CAROL MARKS 

VOLUNTEER  

OF THE YEAR 

If you have Gmail,                            

look for our email                                

announcements in your                 

Promotions or Update folders. 



Phone:  217-787-7223 

Fax:  217-787-7470 

Email:  sjf@shalomspringfield.org 

Website:  www.shalomspringfield.org 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit 

U.S. Postage 

Springfield 

Permit No. 800 

1045 Outer Park Drive, Suite 320 

Springfield, IL  62704 

 

                  Food Insecurity        

In Memory of:                                                                                  
Morton Barker, Jr., from Jess Barker  

                             

          Hexter Fund                                                                                     

In Memory of:                                                                                   

Pearl King, from Arden Lang & Jim Lewis                             

Pearl King, from Sharon Snyder            

Pearl King, from Les Eastep & Sara Lieber Eastep 

           Loeb Fund                                                                                         

In Memory of:                                                                                   

Ruth Datz, from George & Jori Sisk  

  Gloria Schwartz Fund                              
In Honor of:                                                                            
Salon 2021 Program, from Gloria Stayman 

 

                        

      LEGACY FUND  

   MAZEL TOV 

TO:                                                                                     

Rabbi Datz, on his retirement.                                         

Zach Roth, on receiving his Masters Degree from UIS 

in Public Affairs Reporting. 

 


