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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

| write this month’s article having just returned yesterday from the Jewish
| Federation of North America’s (JFNA) annual General Assembly (GA). Literally
# thousands of Jewish volunteers and professionals from all across North America, and
| indeed from around the world, attend. This is the third year in a row that | have
‘: attended, and as is always the case, it was well worth the time and travel.

As President | am regularly aware of what JFNA accomplishes all over the world. But the GA is an
opportunity to really see the reach of what we in Springfield are a part of and contribute to. Each month |
write that what we do in our own local Federation not only helps Jews in Springfield, but also nationally, in
Israel, and around the globe. During this GA a stark example of that was the physical and financial help the
city of Houston received through JFNA. | heard two separate presentations by members of Houston’s Jewish
community. Even though we all saw the pictures and watched the videos it’s difficult to realize the
destruction and devastation that Houston endured and continues to endure. Hundreds of Jewish families
were among those Houstonians who lost their homes and virtually all of their possessions. Synagogues and
Jewish Community Centers also were greatly damaged. Immediately, JFNA was on the scene with financial
help for these victims. JFNA Professionals and volunteers from all across the country were physically on the
scene as well. To listen to the tales of the flood victims sent shivers through me. Listening to these victims
talk about the specific ways in which JFNA and your donations helped also sent shivers through me. It is the
most recent example, and perhaps one of the closest, but Houston is just one example of what we all are
part of, and what we should all be proud of.

One of the biggest differences between this GA and the two previous GA’s | attended was the obvious
distinct lack of American and international politics in the program and in discussions. JFNA’s President,
Richard Sandler, has worked hard to bring focus back to the mission of JFNA, and not on issues that may
divide us. In one workshop | attended it was suggested that divisive issues cannot be ignored, and that
Federation certainly has a role to play. That role — and it is an important one — is that of convener. When
there are issues that divide Federation needs to convene discussions to ensure that all sides get to be heard,
and that all sides listen to each other. It is vital that everybody believes that their perspective is not only
appreciated but respected. However, all must remember that the mission of Federation is to help the Jewish
people throughout the world. We can disagree regularly but we cannot allow disagreements to get in the
way of that mission. Personally, | found the lack of divisive political discussions at this year’s GA to be
refreshing. | believe this will help us all to be more focused on the important work JFNA does.

| hope that some day more of us in our community will have the opportunity to attend a GA. It’s hard

to explain the vibrancy and vitality that is experienced while there. In the meantime, take my word for it:
we in the Jewish Federation of Springfield are part of something special.

Barry Seidman, Federation President
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Let’s Celebrate Chanukah!

Come join your Chaverim friends to celebrate Chanukah,
the Festival of Lights. We will hearken back 2500 years
ago to remember the external and internal pressures
threatening Judaism, and then we will celebrate our
Jewish victory with games and prizes.

Tuesday, December 12, 2017
10:00 am - 11:00 am

Join us for latkes and jelly donuts
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$3.00 per person

The Jewish Federation office
1045 Outer Park Drive, Suite 320
(The American Red Cross building)

Park on the east side where there is a ramp. If you need assistance
when you arrive, call 787-7223 x 10.

Please let us know if you would like a ride!

RSVP by Friday, December 8 to 787-7223 x 18 or

Presented by the Jewish Federation of Springfield, lllinois

rsvp@shalomspringfield.org
o
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“KNOSH & KNOWLEDGE*’

A monthly hour of relaxed learning and discussion on topics of interest

Just a Knosh with Friends...

Wednesday, December 27
9:30 a.m.

We will end our year with a good cup of coffee
and discuss planning for next year.
Please join us!

Gv\zbau/s_co”eeo

1025 Outer Park Drive
Springfield, IL 62704

RSVP by Friday, Dec. 22 to 787-7223 x 18
or rsup@shalomspringfield.org

7N\ N =
wN=XTGen

Chhanukoin Diunner
MEET & GREET

Tuesdoy, Decembper 19, 2017

©:00 pm. — 8:00 pwm
At

Sedman Home
(1231 W. Vine)

RSVP by Friday, Dec 15 to

Dovid Mller ot 787-7223 x 18

o rswp@shalowspringfield.org
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* Temple B’rith Sholom *

14th ANNUAL
HOLIDAY
INTERFAITH BREAKFAST *'

(1008 S. Fourth St.)
Bring your family & friends on
Christmas day after church *
services or gift exchanges.

Monday, December 25, 2017 *
8:30 AM to 12:00 Noon

Enjoy a hot breakfast in a comfortable

and cordial atmosphere!
Fluffy scrambled eggs, roasted turkey sausages, *
hot pancakes, fresh fruit,
bottomless coffee, orange juice.

$7.00 Adults/$1.00 for Kids under 12 *




DECEMBER 2017

1 pm Adult Ed
Jewish Mysticism

12 pm TI Talmud

1 pm TI S’"Hd Book
Club

Menorah Lighting
@ Old State Capitol

7 pm Adult Ed
Jewish Ethics

5:30 pm Joint
Chanukah Service

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat
5:30 pm TBS Family
Shabbat
6 pm TI Service 9 am TI Service
12 pm TI Talmud
?ﬁ?sam H;bgef’ 6_15@“55 Hadassah 4:45 pm Hebrew 5:30 pm TBS
S ;‘ml ciglous ' Bp“;( c? ;‘S“‘ 5:45 pm TBS Bd. Mtg | 7:30 pm Fed.Bd. | 7:30 pm TI Bd Shabbat 0 aom T1 Servi
choo 00K U Mtg. Mtg 6 pm 'TT Shabbat am 11 service
10 11 . 13 14 15 16
SIAPD! 5
HAYRA 5:30 pm CBD
4:45 pm Hebrew Menorah Lightin;
9:30 am Hebrew . 6 pm Hadassah Gen @ White Ofks &
10:15 am Religious 10 am Chaverim Mtg Mall
School Party 6 pm CBD Ha

9 am T1T Service

No Hebrew or
Religious School
New Year’s Eve

JEWISH FEDERATION OF SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS

Phone: 787-7223
www.shalomspringfield.org

Springfield, IL 62704
Fax: 787-7470

1045 Outer Park Drive, Suite 320

Email: sjf@shalomspringfield.org

@ TBS Chanukah Downtown Plaza @11 @ TBS
6:30 pm SBJE Bd
Mtg
9:30 am Hebrew 6 pm Next Gen
10:15 am Religious Chanukah
School 12 pm TI Talmud Party 5:30 pm TBS
4 pm TBS Exec Bd Class Eighth Night of 7 om TI SHd M Shabbat .
Mg 7 pm JCRC Mtg Chanukah No Hebrew P | 6 pm T1 Shabbat 9 am T Service
8:30 am— 12 pm
Interfaith Holiday 5:45 pm TBS Bd 9:30 am Knosh &
Breakfast @ Mtg Knowledge )
TBS 7:30 pm Fed Exec No Hebrew 5:30 pm TBS
No Hebrew or Christmas Bd Mtg 7 pm Hadassah Bd Shabbat .
Religious School | Office Closed Mg 6 pm TT Shabbat 9 am TT Service




10th annual

Senior and Social Service Fundraiger
Sunday, February 18, 2018
3:00-5:00 pm
1008 S. Fourth Street

Springfield, IL
(Temple B'rith Sholom)
Tickets
$25 in advance/$30 at door
$20 each for table of 8
$12 for children under 10

RSVP by Monday, Feb 12, to 217-787-7223 ext. 18 or
rsvp@shalomspringfield.org

e

Bank of
Springfield

bankwithbos.com ¢ 217.529.5555




I want to help Federation change lives in our community and
around the world. Here’s my tax-deductible gift to support the Jewish
Federation of Springfield, Illinois’ 2018 Annual Campaign.

({4 \\ .]( ~wish Federation® | resmencriorapeopie Your gift will be published in
OF SPRINGFIELD, ILLINOIS THE POWER OF COMMUNITY. our Annual Report
2018 Annual Campaign Joshua Society
e $10,000 +
| hereby pledge to support the Annual Campaign with a gift of $ . .
President’s Circle
e $7,500-59,999
Signature E-mail (please print clearly) e $3,600-$7,499
Date Cell phone # Solicitor Pacesetters
e $2,800-53,599
| will pay my pledge by December 31, 2018. e $2,000-$2,799
o Monthly o Quarterly o Semi-Annually o Annually e $1,200-51,999
o by Check o Visa or MasterCard or online at www.shalomspringfield.org
Friends
Gift 1 year ago Gift 2 years ago Gift 3 years ago p $750_$ 1199
) ) i . e  $500-$749
I am interested in helping to strengthen the future of our Jewish o $175-8499
ity through 1 iving.
commumnity through legacy giving, e Upto$174
2018 FEDERATION COMING
ANNUAL CAMPAIGN
Goal
$285,000 JANUARY

HELP US
REACH
OUR GOAL
BY
MAKING
YOUR
PLEDGE
TODAY!

$113,696
Raised



http://www.coolfundraisingideas.net/

Why JCRCs Matter

The Jewish Community Relations Council (JCRC) is a fixture in Springfield’s Jewish communal life. Interestingly,
nationally, over the past two decades not all communities have invested in JCRCs. However, as reported by David Bernstein,
CEO of the Jewish Council for Public Affairs, and Rabbi Doug Kahn, of Broad Tent Consulting, “Community relations is
once again on the rise.”

Mr. Bernstein and Rabbi Kahn explain it this way:

“For many years, the Jewish community relations field was perceived to be on the decline. Jewish Federations, with
some notable exceptions, reduced their community relations budgets and, in a few cases scrapped their JCRCs altogether.
There were many reasons for this trend at the time, not least a general turn inwards to deal with the Jewish continuity crises
and the likelihood of peace between Israel and the Palestinians. But it’s hard to argue that in today’s tumultuous political
environment, local Jewish communities shouldn’t be maximally externally leveraged and well connected to centers of
leadership and power in their broader communities.

Indeed, for the first time in two decades, Federations that had previously cut their JCRC’s are now re-investing.
Some smaller Jewish communities with no history of community relations are also developing a community relations
program. Community relations is once again on the rise.

We know of at least ten Jewish communities that are in re-building mode: Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; Stamford,
Connecticut; Phoenix, Arizona; Seattle, Washington; Orange County, California; York and Reading, Pennsylvania; and
Atlanta, Georgia. These include Jewish communities ranging in size from 700 to more than 100,000.

We at the Jewish Council for Public Affairs (JCPA) wanted to understand what led to this positive trend and what
lessons might be gleaned from the diverse array of Jewish communities that made this decision.

So we asked Rabbi Doug Kahn, Executive Director emeritus of the San Francisco JCRC, to interview the lay and
staff leaders of these JCRCs and Federations and put together a portrait of this phenomenon. What we learned is that while
there is no single catalyst for the creation or re-establishment of these JCRCs, all are attuned to significant changes in the
external environment. The most common rationales are:

A deep concern about the declining cohesion and increased polarization within the Jewish community and a
belief that an effective JCRC could build bridges within as well as beyond the Jewish community;

A sense of urgency about growing anti-Semitism, hate and racism in American society and the need to build
coalitions to address these challenges;

A need generally to have a larger Jewish communal voice on public affairs issues of concern to the community
and a collective voice to respond to specific local issues;

A recognition that no table exists around which to bring together the disparate voices of the organized Jewish
community — including to address local issues;

Growing awareness of the importance of forging closer relations with major minority groups in American society
(e.g., African-American and Latino Americans), to find common ground on issues of mutual concern and to
forestall increased anti-Israel sentiment,

Increased awareness about the importance and value of JCRC government relations work in identifying public
resources for Jewish social service agencies.

While the form of the JCRCs varies widely (committees of federations, independent, an initiative of a Board of
Rabbis, sponsored initially under a JCC), the mission and mandate are generally similar across the new JCRC communities -
to advance the public affairs agenda of the Jewish community through consensus, coalitions, civil discourse and high-impact
activism. The scope of priorities and issues also varies depending on the nature of challenges faced by and the level of
consensus within each community.”

We, in Springfield, are truly fortunate to have a dedicated and vibrant JCRC and to be a part of a what is right about the
Jewish community relations field. I feel we set the example which many other communities would do well to emulate. We
are visible within the Jewish community and the external Springfield community. We are deliberative in our actions and we
are a force for positive change. This should be a source of pride for all of us and I encourage each of you to participate fully
in JCRC:s initiatives and activities.

* %k ok

On a completely different note, please keep in mind that the December 15, 2017, deadline for enrolling for healthcare
coverage through the Healthcare Marketplace is fast approaching. If you need to enroll, go to www.getcoveredillinois.gov .
If you wish to apply in person, you can do so at the Central Counties Health Center located at 2239 E. Cook St. (phone:
788-2308) or contact the Sangamon County Health Department at 535-3100.

Betsy Salus, Chair
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Federation Helps Change Lives

Muguleta: From Crisis To Confidence

'J “Why are we leaving?” “Where are we going?” “Why is everything
changing”

U

/ Mulguleta was terrified to board the mysterious plane - and even more

so when it seemed to be a new planet. And just as this strange place
¢’ was starting to feel a bit like home, a new twist: his parents got
©" divorced.

ct

That’s what escaping Ethiopia for Israel was like for Muguleta.

After his parents’ divorce, Muguleta moved with his mother to Kiryat Bialik. He didn’t know anyone
there, forcing him to start over, once again.

The stress left him falling behind in school. Thankfully, he was soon given the gift of SPACE. A
project of Federation partner the Ethiopian National Project SPACE is an after school program that

provides at-risk Ethiopian-Israeli kids the support they need to overcome obstacles and thrive in
school.

While helping Muguleta cope with his difficult personal life, his SPACE teachers assigned him to a
small learning group. They study each topic in depth and don’t move on until each student has
mastered the material.

The results have been profound. In just a short time, Muguleta has gone from low grades to
consistently earning scores in the high 80s and 90s.

Muguleta now knows he has strength. He survived the journey and the divorce,. And today, he’s
thriving in school. With the confidence SPACE has instilled in him, he’s ready for yet another
change — his transformation into a successful engineer.

Assuring Jewish
Tomorrows .
A N
LIFE & - o 1
Z Please remember our community 7y Sk ‘/; BLAce
I_.l E G AC :“l with a gift in your will, trust, Pigy e
Assuring JEWISH TOMORROWS . N N
Aprogramofine retirement account or Hd I QR S
oooooooooo . . . ¢ A L N =
life insurance policy. o> Ol
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Shalom Springfield is generously underwritten with support from the following community partners:
Bank of Springfield, www.bankofspringfield.com (217) 529-5555
Bisch and Sons Funeral Home, www.bischandsonfuneralhome.com, (217) 544-5424
Rita Victor, Broker, Coldwell Banker Honig-Bell, (217) 726-3101
Feuer-Brozgold Legacy Fund




JEWISH FEDERATIONS OF NORTH AMERICA
GENERAL ASSEMBLY 2017 FEDERATION MEMBERS
CORPORATION RESOLUTION
JEWISH RELIGIOUS DIVERSITY IN ISRAEL
November 13, 2017

Whereas, The Jewish Federations of North America view, with the highest priority, the preservation of the unity of the Jewish people;
and

Whereas, the centrality of Israel to all Jews is fundamental to our very Peoplehood; and

Whereas, the support of the Jewish people for the State of Israel and identification with it are one of the most important strategic assets
of the State of Israel; and

Whereas, on June 25, 2017 the Government of Israel suspended its resolution to implement the Kotel agreement reached with the
Jewish Agency, the Religious Streams, Jewish Federations, the Rabbi of the Western Wall and the Prime Minister’s Office, which would
have ensured that the Kotel remain a unifying symbol for Jews around the world fulfilling the vision of “One Wall for One People” and
the Government also sought to advance a conversion bill that would grant a formal and permanent monopoly on conversions in Israel to
the Chief Rabbinate, which could take steps that permanently exclude hundreds of thousands of Israelis and other potential new
immigrants from being considered part of the Jewish people; and

Whereas, these decisions create divides between the North American Jewish community and Israel and could undermine the Zionist
vision and the State of Israel’s sacred role as a national home for the entire Jewish people;

Therefore, be it resolved that

The Jewish Federations fully endorse the June 26, 2017 resolution of the Jewish Agency’s Board of Governors (Exhibit A) which calls
upon the Government of Israel to reverse its decision freezing the previously agreed to resolution on the Kotel and take all necessary
action to ensure that these divisive and damaging steps, including those with regard to conversion, are halted; and

We will work with the Jewish Agency and other partners on an action plan to preserve the unity of the Jewish people; and actively oppose
such measures; and

We urge the leaders of Israel to fully appreciate the strength of feeling on this matter, and its detrimental effect on Jewish unity and world
Jewry relations.

JEWISH AGENCY FOR ISRAEL (JAFI) RESOLUTION June 26, 2017

Whereas the Jewish Agency for Israel, representing world Jewry through its constituent members, the World Zionist Organization, The
Jewish Federations of North America/United Isracl Appeal and Keren Hayesod, is gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the reunification of Jerusalem, the liberation of the Western Wall and the founding of the Zionist movement in Basel 120
years ago; and

Whereas the Jewish Agency for Israel throughout its history has been the organization responsible for bringing olim to the State of Israel
and connecting Israel and world Jewry; and

Whereas the proposed conversion bill that would cement the Chief Rabbinate's monopoly on conversion has the devastating potential to
permanently exclude hundreds of thousands of Israelis from being a part of the Jewish people; and

Whereas we deplore yesterday's decision by Government of Israel which contradicts the agreement reached with the Jewish Agency and
other parties to establish the Kotel as a unifying symbol for Jews around the world, as stated: 'ONE WALL FOR ONE PEOPLE'; and
Whereas the Government of Israel's decisions have a deep potential to divide the Jewish people and to undermine the Zionist vision and
dream of Herzl, Ben-Gurion, and Jabotinsky to establish Israel as a national home for the entire Jewish people; and

Whereas we declare that we cannot and must not allow this to happen and we are committed to mobilizing our constituencies for their
continued support of the people and state of Israel;

Therefore, be it resolved that

— We call upon each Member of the Knesset and all elected public officials to take all necessary action to ensure that these dangerous and
damaging steps are halted; and

— We will continue to build a broad coalition of Israelis, together with partners from around the world, who care passionately about
keeping our people united and who are committed to the unity of the Jewish people; and

— We call upon the Government of Israel to understand the gravity of its steps and reverse its course of action accordingly.

Natan Sharansky, Chair of the Executive, JAFI
Charles Horowitz Ratner, Chair of the Board, JAFI
Michael Siegal, Chair Elect of the Board, JAFI




SAGE NOTES

Dear All,

It’s 71 degrees and sunny in Los Angeles. I wish you were here to attend the
General Assembly (GA) of the Jewish Federations of North America and not because of
the weather.

For me, the GA reminds me that we are part of something bigger, reinforces the
importance of being part of the collective, offers opportunities to learn, and to be inspired. Volunteers and
Jewish professionals gather to share best practices, new ideas and the latest information. Imagine a hotel
nearly completely occupied by people with a connection to Federation and the hotel lobby and conference
center decorated with Federation banners. 1 heard presentations and talked with representatives from our
partner agencies Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI), Jewish Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) and ORT, and
met with the Harold Grinspoon Foundation (PJ Library and LIFE & LEGACY ™) and with colleagues. It is a
great experience made better by others from Springfield attending Barry, Barbara, Julie and Raya Seidman,
Rita Victor, and my husband, Rabbi Marks.

This year’s theme “Venture Forward” resonated through each of the sessions, inspiring creativity,
reminding us of the lives we change and save, challenging us to do more, and underscoring the importance of
Federation as convener, honoring and learning from our differences with respectful dialogue, uniting rather
than dividing, and including not excluding,

We heard from young Jewish social action philanthropists. Rachel Sumekh figured out how to donate
unused funds from college meal plans to students struggling with hunger and founded “Swipe Out Hunger.”
Jackie Rotman founded “Everybody Dance Now” (EDN) which uses hip hop dance and culture as a tool for
self-empowerment for young people. EDN has reached more than 1300 underserved youth across the US.
There were special sessions on topics ranging from maintaining mission amid conflict to marketing, fund
raising, philanthropy, global Jewish bridge builders, and Israel and us, the changing relationship, as well as a
session for small Federations.

The LA influence brought us Marta Kaufman, the creator of TV’s Friends and Nina Tassler, former
chairwoman CBS entertainment, who spoke of social consciousness through a Jewish lens. And we listened
intently to a story “soon-to-be-a-movie” emanating from a Shabbat dinner guest, Mohammed Al-Samawi, who
told of his escape from Yemen made possible by four American activists who came together via Facebook and
social media to activate networks.

Federation leadership from Houston and Florida described the impact of the immediate and continuing
aid their communities received in the wake of Hurricanes Harvey and Irma. They marveled over Federation’s
nimbleness and explained how much it mattered to distribute actual cash via Houston’s Rabbis to those who
lost their homes and were in need of food and immediate shelter. We listened to how National Young
Leadership shipped food and water to Dallas and arranged for semi-trailers to transport the goods.

President Reuvin Rivlin of Israel addressed the GA in person, and Prime Minister Netanyahu spoke to
us via satellite. Both emphasized the importance of the Jewish Diaspora and understanding each other, as did
Natan Sharansky, CEO of the Jewish Agency for Israel (JAFI), who spoke of the 30™ Anniversary of the
Soviet Jewry March on Washington. We heard from Rabbis who spoke of sacred disagreement and inspired
us to strive to be our best.

I wish all of you were with us. The GA is something special. Next year in Tel Aviv...Please think
about it and let me know if you’re interested in attending.

Nancy Sage, Executive Director

The mission of the Jewish Federation of Springfield, Illinois, is to serve the Jewish people locally, in Israel and throughout the world
through coordinated fund raising, community-wide programming, social services and educational activities.




IN THE COMMUNITY

The Art Association of Jacksonville is proud to welcome the exhibition "Perceptions, Photographs by
David Brodsky" December 2-23, 2017.

Opening reception: Saturday, December 2, 6-8 P.M. at David Strawn Art Gallery, 331 West College
Ave., Jacksonville, lllinois.

David Brodsky is internationally known award-winning graphic designer
and photographer. The heart of his photographic work is a search for the
soul of things. The images in David's photos are sometimes contemplative
and sometimes funny, while at other times carrying an uncanny mood and
striking poeticism.

To see David's work please visit www.brodskyphotoart.com. Follow him on gN=NsNgN=N-% N NGENES
Instagram @brOdSkyphOtoart. PHOTOGRAPHS BY DAVID BRODSKY

IN THE COMMUNITY

Help Spread the Warmth

If you have used blankets or new ones to donate to those in need, please drop them in the boxes at
Temple B’rith Sholom, Temple Israel, and the Federation office. The blankets will be taken to and
distributed by St. Martin De Porres Church to help people stay warm during the cold, winter months.

CHABAD Temple B’rith Sholom & Temple
MENORAH LIGHTING Israel Cruise News
THURSDA;;’ODECEMBER 14 We are going International!
:30 p.m.

WHITE OAKS L Travel with your friends on a fabulous European cruise!

11-night Spain, France & Italy Cruise aboard the
Celebrity Constellation
October 19, 2018 — October 30, 2018

Also, Wednesday, December 13,
6 pm, Downtown Plaza,
Old State Capitol.

This promises to be a wonderful experience for all. Fun and
fundraising at the same timel!
For additional information, please contact:
Howard & Loti Hammel at 217-741-6656 or lorihammell(@gmail.com

THANK YOU TO...Chaverim volunteers Mark Deluhery, Linda Mortison and Barb Rabin; Anne Morgan, Gloria
Schwartz and Lisa Stone for speaking at the November Chaverim; Harvey Rothschild for taking pictures at the Community
Event
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LEGACY FUNDS

Steve & Lisa Stone Philanthropic Fund

Hexter Fund
In Honor of

In Honor of
Lisa Stone, 2017 First Citizen Award, from Stuart Frank & Lisa Stone, 2017 First Citizen Award, from Barry and Sandy Weiss

Amber Barnhart
John Morse, on his new job, from Stuart Frank & Amber Barnhart Joni A. Wolfson Fund
Abbie Frank & Tim Voelker, on their October 7, 2017 wedding,

from Stuart Frank & Amber Barnhart

In Honor of:
Bob Silverman, on his birthday, from Julie Seidman

In Memory of:
David Myers, from Harry & Deborah Berman



