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Fiim FESTIVAL

By Zach Camenker, NH JFF Steering Committee
Member and Screener

This year, the New Hampshire Jewish Film Festival
celebrates its 16th season! We will once again offer a
multi-access event with in-theater screenings, as well as
virtual titles to view. The Festival will begin on Thurs-
day, April 4 and end on Sunday, April 14. Virtual Screen-
ings will continue during our Bonus Week, which starts
on April 14 and ends the following Sunday, April 21.
This year’s selections include documentaries, dramas,
and comedies. The titles come from all over the world

Film Festival Schedule continued on page 19

A Multi-Access Festival Featuring
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When I was first elected to the role of
Board Chair of JFNH, the world was a dif-
ferent place. I was happy to lead in partner-
ship with our amazing staff. I thought I was
ready to step into the shoes of the dedicated
Jewish leaders before me. And then...

After the events of October 7th, the role
of Board Chair of JFNH was forever
changed. No longer was I simply a sounding
board for events or discussing the occasional
antisemitic incidents around our state. Now
I was, suddenly, a lobbyist. I was forced to
learn to be a full-time advocate for not only
Jewish NH, but for all of Israel. Wow. To say

NH Jewish Leadership with Senator Maggie Hassan from her meeting with us in October 2023.

I had no experience for this role would be the
understatement of the year.

Since October 7th, our team at JENH has
met with our senators and congresspeople in
New Hampshire and in DC. We have hosted
countless calls with clergy and members of
all levels of law enforcement, and hosted fo-
rums in our office. We have hosted rallies

and helped plan solidarity events. I have been
on the radio, WMUR, and quoted in count-
less articles. I have comforted and met with
our community and discussed what’s next.
And how did we know how to do this? That

answer is actually simple: we didn’t!
On the morning of October 7th, I awoke to
On the Job Training continued on page 3

1L "ON 1INd3d
HN ‘H3LSIHONVIN
alvd
39V1LSOd sn
NOILVZINVOHO
1140dd-NON

Pa3sanbay 141G dZuey)
011€0 HN ‘P1ojpad
s#wun py soary wnos e.¢ \\_JJ

anysdwe MaN JO UOIIBIIP] YSIMIf

19110day] ysimar axrysdwey moN YL



CONGREGATION

CONGREGATION BETENU

Dena Glasgow (Rabbinic Intern)

5 Northern Blvd., Unit 1, Amherst
Reform, Affiliated URJ

(603) 886-1633

www.betenu.org

Services: Friday night Kabbalat Shabbat
services at 7:30 PM

BETHLEHEM HEBREW CONGREGATION
Rabbi Donna Kirshbaum

39 Strawberry Hill Road

PO Box 395, Bethlehem
Unaffiliated-Egalitarian

(603) 869-5465
www.bethlehemsynagogue.org

Weekly services from July through Simchat
Torah with Zoom services and Torah study
from November to June. Please check our
website for service times and event
information.

CONCORD

TEMPLE BETH JACOB
Rabbi Robin Nafshi

67 Broadway, Concord
Reform, Affiliated URJ

(603) 228-8581
www.tbjconcord.org
office@tbjconcord.org
Services: Friday night - 7 PM
Saturday morning - 9:30 AM

ETZ HAYIM SYNAGOGUE

Rabbi Peter Levy

1%2 Hood Road, Derry

Reform, Affiliated URJ

(603) 432-0004

www.etzhayim.org

office@etzhayim.org, rabbi@etzhayim.org
Services: Fridays 7:15 PM, Sat 9:30 AM
followed by Torah Study

Family Service Fridays 6:30 PM (2nd Fri of
Month)

Please visit www.etzhayim.org/calendar
for optional Zoom link.

THE ROHR CHABAD GENTER
AT DARTMOUTH

Rabbi Moshe Gray

19 Allen Street, Hanover
Orthodox, Chabad

(603) 643-9821

www.dartmouthchabad.com of the month at 6 PM Temple Israel has a fully licensed
chabad@dartmouth.edu , All other Friday nights at 7 PM M-F preschool. ““ "’4 March 1 5:18 PM
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. TEMPLE ISRAEL MANCHESTER arc ’
KOL HA'EMEK UPPER VALLEY Rabbi Marc Philippe March 29 6:51 PM
g{E‘é\ﬂsﬂ CI?'?\"AN:UN";Y 66 Salmon Street, Manchester
abbil Mark vielamut Conservative Affiliated UCJ
Roth Center for Jewish Life (603) 622-6171
5 Occom Ridge, Hanover office@templeisraelmht.org
Nondenominational, Unaffiliated www.templeisraelmht.org

(603) 646-0460

WWW.uvjc.org

office@uvijc.org

Services: Friday night Shabbat service at
6 PM

Saturday morning Shabbat service at

10 AM

CONGREGATION AHAVAS ACHIM

Rabbi Dan Aronson

84 Hastings Avenue, Keene
Reconstructionist, Affiliated JRF

(603) 352-6747
www.keenesynagogue.org
rabbida@keenesynaogue.org
office@keenesynagogue.org

Services: Regular Friday night services at
7PM

Weekly Shabbat Torah study at 9:30AM.
Shabbat morning services on the 2nd
Saturday of each month at 9:30AM.
Meditation and Pirkei Avot study on the
4th Saturday of each month at 10:30AM.
All services are in-person and online.
Check the website for schedule changes
and Zoom links.

TEMPLE B’NAI ISRAEL
Rabbi Jan Katz

210 Court Street, Laconia
Reform, Affiliated URJ

(603) 524-7044
www.tbinh.org
info@thinh.org

Services: Every other Friday
night at 7:30 PM

CHABAD CENTER FOR JEWISH LIVING
Rabbi Levi Krinsky

1234 River Rd., Manchester

Orthodox, Chabad

(603) 647-0204
www.Lubavitchnh.com
rabbi@lubavitchnh.com

Services: Shabbat Services

Saturday morning at 9:30 AM

Sunday morning minyan at 9 AM

TEMPLE ADATH YESHURUN

Rabbi Beth D. Davidson

152 Prospect Street, Manchester

Reform, Affiliated URJ

(603) 669-5650

www.taynh.org

office@taynh.org

Services: Shabbat services the first Friday

JRF: Jewish Reconstructionist Federation URJ: Union for Reform Judaism
USCJ: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism

Shabbat Services: Please visit our
website or call our office for service
times and dates.

Morning Minyans: Wednesdays 7:00am.
No rsvp required.

Torah Study: Wednesdays 6:30pm on
Z00M. Email the office for signup info.

TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM

Rabbi Jon Spira-Savett

Conservative

(603) 883-8184

www.tbanashua.org
rabbijon@thanashua.org
office@tbanashua.org

Services (generally):

Every Friday at 8:00 pm

Every Saturday at 10:00 am

Evening Minyan Monday-Thursday at
7:30 pm

All services are in-person and on Zoom
(check our website for schedule changes
and Zoom links)

UNH & SEACOAST CHABAD JEWISH
CENTER

Rabbi Berel Slavaticki

2299 Woodbury Avenue, Newington
Orthodox, Chabad

603-584-4111
Rabbi@JewishSeacoast.com
www.JewishSeacoast.com

NORTH CONWAY

KEHILAT HAR LAVAN

Hazzan Marlena Fuerstman

PO Box 474, Bartlett

(978) 853-4900
harlavancommunity@gmail.com
Services: Wed. mornings 9 AM online via
Zoom

Enter meeting ID https://zoom.
us/j/381930069

Holiday service times, locations TBA

PORTSMOUTH

TEMPLE ISRAEL

Rabbi Kaya Stern-Kaufman

200 State Street, Portsmouth
Conservative, Affiliated USCJ
(603) 436-5301
www.templeisraelnh.org
templeoffice@templeisraelnh.org
Services: Friday, 6:00 PM
Saturday, 9:30 AM

Tues. minyan 5:30 PM
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The New Hampshire Jewish Reporter is
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month before publication. There are no
January or June issues. All items, including
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thereporter@jewishnh.org

To submit Calendar items for the print and
online JFNH Calendar and E-News, go
to https://jewishnh.org/community-calendar, click
the red "Suggest an Event" button, then fill in
the form with your event information.

Opinions presented in the paper do not
necessarily represent the views of the
Federation. Photos submitted by individuals
and organizations are published with their
permission.

Neither the publisher nor the editor can
assume any responsibility for the kashrut of
the services or merchandise advertised in this
paper. If you have questions regarding
kashrut please consult your rabbi.

The New Hampshire Jewish Reporter
is overseen by the JFNH Publications
Committee, Merle Carrus, chairperson.

All materials published in The New
Hampshire Jewish Reporter are ©2023 Jewish
Federation of New Hampshire, all rights
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Now more than ever, community mem-
bers have told me they are seeking con-
nections to Israel. I thought it would be a
good time to highlight one of JFNH’s
most important contributions to the New
Hampshire community: the Shlichut pro-
gram. At the Jewish Federation of New
Hampshire, we are deeply committed to
nurturing strong bonds within our com-
munity and fostering a vibrant Jewish
identity. The Shlichut program plays a
pivotal role in realizing these goals by
bringing Israeli emissaries, or shlichim, to
our state to engage with.

The word "Shlichut" itself encapsu-
lates the essence of this program, as it
translates to "mission" or "sending."
These dedicated individuals are sent on a
mission of cultural exchange, education,
and bridge-building, serving as ambassa-
dors of Israeli culture, values, and experi-
ences. Through their presence and activi-
ties, they enrich our community with di-
verse perspectives, deepening our under-
standing of Israel and strengthening the
bonds between our two communities.

Dederation Veices

The Shlichut Program — Building Living Bridges to Israel

Allyson Guertin

JFNH
Director

Shlichim serve as valuable resources
for educational institutions, synagogues,
and community organizations across
New Hampshire. They offer unique per-
spectives on Israeli politics, society, and
Jewish identity, enriching classroom dis-
cussions, guest lectures, and cultural
events. Whether they are leading interac-
tive Hebrew School lessons, young adult
gatherings, or facilitating discussions on
current events, shlichim bring a dynamic
energy and authenticity to our commu-
nal spaces.

In August of 2023, Guy Ben David
joined our community, appointed by the
Jewish Agency of Israel for a two-year
term, where he will be living and working
in NH. Guy is 26 years old, and he is from

Jerusalem. Guy served as an Apache air-
craft electrical engineer team leader in the
Israeli Air Force. For the past five years,
he worked as an IT technician at the Is-
raeli Ministry of Justice and as a music
producer for the Jewish Agency’s band.
Guy’s goal is to connect Jewish people
from all over the world to each other and
to Israel through music, stories and pro-
grams that include Israeli methods.

Have you connected with Guy yet?
One of the primary objectives of the
Shlichut program is to foster a deeper
connection to Israel among members of
the New Hampshire Jewish community.
You may have briefly met Guy at a pro-
gram or in your synagogue, but have you
had a chance to really spend time with
him? Hosting him in your home for a
meal creates an even deeper connection.
An opportunity to share stories, experi-
ences, and traditions. To build a genuine
friendship and bond that transcend cul-
tural differences. Through this personal
interaction, you have a chance to gain a
deeper appreciation for the diversity and

richness of Jewish life, strengthening our
sense of community and belonging.

The presence of shlichim in our com-
munity serves as a reminder of the shared
values and aspirations that unite us as
Jews, regardless of geographical distance.
As we engage in dialogue, celebrate holi-
days, and navigate the complexities of
modern Jewish life together, we are re-
minded of the enduring connections that
transcend borders and boundaries.

Over the past six years we have been
lucky enough to welcome multiple amaz-
ing shlichim to NH. They have dedicated
themselves to serving our community
and enriching our lives in countless ways,
and we are profoundly grateful for their
contributions. We are lucky to have Guy
join us as this program continues to build
a bridge to Israel.

*If you would like
to host Guy please
sign up using this QR
code or email him di-
rectly at shaliach@
Jjewishnh.org

On the Job Training

continued from page 1

the same news all of you did. I texted our
Executive Director, Allyson Guertin, at
about 7am: “Are you watching the news?”
As the day unfolded, we turned our shock
into action. We left our homes and went
to the JFNH office and started working.
We had Israelis here who needed support.
We had NH residents visiting family in Is-
rael that needed support. We ALL have
family in Israel that needed support and
that is what we did. And it hasn’t stopped
since October 7th.

And we won’t stop. I won’t stop. As I
write this article, the hostages have been
held in Gaza for over 120 days. How can
I stop? I get calls weekly about antise-
mitic incidents all over our state. How
can I stop?

State representatives at our NH rally.

And now I have a request. As you
might imagine, we have very generous
people in our state. Many of those people
were ready to step up the second the calls
went out for donations to Israel, and be-
gan generously sending funds. And for
that we are all eternally grateful. Howev-
er, some of those donations were diverted
from JFNH. That’s just the truth. And
our work here has NEVER been more

Meeting with Chris Christie about Israel.

important. If you haven’t supported our
work recently, then please change that. I
can’t stress enough how important our
work is for all of New Hampshire. If you
don’t support the Jewish community,
who will? Please come together and join

-t

Meeting with Senator Shaheen at JFNH office.

With board member Mara Frieman and
my son Caleb ready to lobby in DC.

us in supporting all the important work
within our state and Israel and make a
meaningful donation to our annual cam-
paign at www.jewishnh.org.

Here are some pictures of our board and
staff in our advocacy work for all of you.
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DISCLAIMER: Events are submitted weeks
in advance of publication, and are subject to
change. For information on format changes,
rescheduling, and so on, please contact the
event’s host.

To submit Calendar items
for the print and online JFNH Calendar
and E-News, go to
https://jewishnh.org/community-calendar,
click the red "Suggest an Event" button,
then fill in the form with your event information.

Friday, March 1

Temple Adath Yeshurun Family Shabbat and
Pizza

6:00PM — 8:00PM, Temple Adath Yeshurun,
Manchester

Come join us for a Family Shabbat Service and Pizza!
Contact Karen Rothstein at 603-669-5650 or
office@taynh.org

Sunday, March 3

SNHJMC Children’s Breakfast featuring
Animal Adventures

9:30AM - 11:30AM, Temple Beth Abraham, Nashua
Cost: $10 members/$18 non-members

After starting with our famous Sunday Breakfast,
our children will have a fantastic time meeting and
greeting a variety of animals courtesy of Animal
Adventure Family Zoo and Rescue Center of
Massachusetts. In addition to amphibians like
turtles, tortoises, and frogs, we expect to be joined
by an Alligator, Snake, Chinchilla, Hedgehog and
Bunnies plus different types of reptiles such as
Geckos, Bearded Dragons and more.

Animal Adventures is an exotic animal rescue
founded in 1987 by one of the world’s top 20
herpetologists with the mission to provide a home
to unwanted and unable to be cared for animals,
while educating the public about these animals.
Our kitchen crew will be preparing a sumptuous
feast of scrambled eggs, waffles (including Ben’s
100% Pure Maple Syrup), tater tots, bagels, lox,
and whitefish salad with veggies, fruit, orange juice,
milk, coffee, and water.

All children will eat for FREE! The cost for breakfast
is $10 for all members in good standing and any of
those members guests that may accompany them.
The cost for breakfast for non-members will be
$18. New members will be able to join on the spot
should they desire to take advantage of the
breakfast discount. Membership is available for a
suggested donation of $36.

This special presentation is open to the public but
advance registration is required. Please register in
advance by emailing breakfastrsvp@snhjmc.org to
confirm your registration.

NH Jewish Film Festival Movie Club
Presents “The Frisco Kid”

3:00PM, Red River Theatres, Concord

$10/person

American Western comedy film directed by Robert
Aldrich, starring Gene Wilder as Avram Belinski, a
Polish rabbi who is traveling to San Francisco, and
Harrison Ford as a bank robber who befriends him.
Space is limited. Please register at https:/bit.ly/
jfnhfriscokid or call 603-627-7679.

Wednesday, March 6 and
Thursday, March 7

ADL’s “Never is Now” Conference
Javits Center New York City, NY

Statewide Calendar gﬁ Evenls

Cost: $295.00

During this unprecedented moment with surging
antisemitism your voice is critical. It is more
important than ever to come together and send the
message that hate cannot win. Be in the room
March 4-7 in New York City. Connect, engage, and
act against antisemitism and hate at Never is Now
2024. Please register at: https:/neverisnow.org/

Friday, March 8

Temple Israel Family Shabbat Service and
Dinner

6:00PM — 8:00AM, Temple Israel, Manchester

Join us for a family-friendly service and meal to
celebrate Shabbat! Please rsvp by noon on February
26 office@templeisraelmht.org or http://www.
templeisraelmht.org or contact Christine Dame
603-622-6171.

Saturday, March 9

Upper Valley L'dor Vador Tot Shabbat
10:30AM — 11:30AM, Kilton Library, Lebanon
Upper Valley Tot Shabbat, L'dor Vador theme at
Kilton Library 80 Main Street West Lebanon.
Contact Melissa Herman school@uvjc.org

Sunday, March 10

TBA’s Sisterhood Open Mic & Fair-Trade
Chocolate Night

6:30PM — 8:30PM, Temple Beth Abraham, Nashua
Cost: $18/person

Join Temple Beth Abram Sisterhood’s Open Mic &
Fair-Trade Chocolate Night! We will have delicious
chocolate, signature cocktails and fabulous
entertainment.

Please register at: https://tbanashua.shulcloud.
com/event/sisterhood-open-mic-fair-trade-
chocolate-night.html

Wednesday, March 13

Temple Israel Jewish Book Club

4:30PM — 6:30PM, Zoom

Join for a Zoom discussion of “Mad Honey” by Jodi
Picoult. Please email Ken for Zoom link.
Newbegin04@yahoo.com

Thursday, March 14

Etz Hayim Synagogue - Presents Anne
Frank — To Be Free, To Be Myself

7:00PM — 8:00PM, Etz Hayim Synagogue, Derry
Tom White, Coordinator of Educational Outreach,
Cohen Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies.
Who was Anne Frank? This presentation frames
Anne Franks’s experiences as one of growth and
introspection through her diary. How does Anne’s
voice still remain, as she hoped, “useful” as we
face the challenges of today? How do we resist evil
while maintaining our moral core? This presentation
also traces the fate of those hiding in the Secret
Annex. How can we draw on the example of the
rescuers and of the Franks themselves to honor
Anne’s April 1944 wish, “If only | can be myself”?
The presentation is part of Etz Hayim Synagogue’s
Adult Continuing Education Program. Hot Topics
and Cool Contemporary Stuff. There is no charge,
but donations are encouraged to allow us to
continue with these and other programs. Please
visit www.etzhayim.org/learn/adult-learning for a
complete listing of Hot Topics. For more
information, please contact Stephen Soreff MD at
soreffs15@aol.com or 603-895-6120.

Friday, March 15

Tot Shabbat Hop with Rabba Kaya
5:30PM — 6:15PM, Temple Israel, Portsmouth
Temple Israel Portsmouth’s kid-friendly musical

Shabbat experience is led monthly by Rabba Kaya.
Geared for children aged 5 and under; all are
welcome. Consider staying for a family-friendly
community Shabbat potluck dinner at 6:30PM.
Bring a dairy/vegetarian/pareve dish to share.
Please register via the temple website calendar.
http://www.templeisraelnh.org

Hadassah Shabbat Service

6:00PM — 8:00PM, Temple Israel, Manchester
Please join the Tl congregation and Hadassah
members from the Jewish Community for dinner
and services.

RSVP is requested http://www.templeisraelmht.org

Temple Israel Shabbes Tisch Potluck Supper
6:30PM — 7:30PM, Temple Israel, Portsmouth
Please bring a dish to share at Temple Israel
Portsmouth’s family-friendly community potluck
Shabbat dinner in the Social Hall (No sanctuary or
Zoom component.)

Potluck note: dishes brought into the temple must
be vegetarian, dairy, or pareve. For more
information, please review Appendix 1 of the
Kashurut Policy, available by contacting the temple
office.

Heather Tomlinson 603-436-5301 or http://www.
templeisraelnh.org.

Saturday, March 16

Mimi and Sam will be glad to entertain a Question-
and-Answer session at the end of their
presentation. Please be sure to join us Sunday,
March 17 for Mimi and Sam’s interesting,
informative and colorful presentation.

Our kitchen crew will be preparing a sumptuous
feast of scrambled eggs, bagels, lox, and whitefish
salad with veggies, fruit, orange juice, milk, coffee,
and water. The cost for breakfast is $10 for all
members in good standing and any of those
members guests that may accompany them. The
cost for breakfast for non-members will be $18.
New members will be able to join on the spot
should they desire to take advantage of the
breakfast discount. Membership is available for a
suggested donation of $36.

This special presentation is open to the public but
advanced registration is required. Please register in
advance by emailing breakfastrsvp@snhjmc.org to
confirm your registration.

Temple Israel Kibbitz & Cooking

10:00AM — 12:00PM, Temple Israel Kitchen,
Manchester

Hamantaschen, mimosas & conversation! What
could be better? Contact Aida Koocher at
akoocher@comcast.net.

Friday, March 22

Tot Shabbat Hop - Portsmouth

10:00AM — 11:00AM, Temple Israel, Portsmouth

PJ Library’s jBaby and Early Education Initiative
invite families with children 0-5 (siblings welcome)
to celebrate Shabbat morning together.

Enjoy Stories, Singing, and Blessings followed by a
Kiddie Kiddush. Please register at: https://docs.
google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe3gdaPEzwp8aW6SxXta9LGDs
nlV13aQ0sz1AEb7npxu4QV1A/viewform

Sunday, March 17

Shavua Tov Storytime

8:30AM — 9:00AM, Zoom

Cost $18

A program designed for families with children ages
2-5. Join us for a 20-minute interactive story time
on Zoom one Sunday each month from 8:30AM to
9:00AM. Each month will have a different theme!
Register once for $18.00 per family to receive
monthly crafts in the mail all year! Crafts will arrive
for each child every month to use during the
program. If cost is prohibitive, please reach out to
Alane at alane.sabel@jewishnh.org. The Zoom link
will be provided to registered families each Monday
ahead of the program. Please register at: https://
docs.google.com/
forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeNcrPWZVhebGCHKw1IWORjH
ZMYAjX06W1R-8hTeHgXJR6DrQ/viewform

SNHJMC presents: Vignettes of Jewish Life
9:30AM - 11:30AM, Temple Beth Abraham, Nashua
$10 members/ $18 non-members

“Vignettes of Jewish Life” will recount Mimi and
Sam’s travel adventures to Jewish sites around the
world, some as organized or self-guided tours and
some that are just serendipitous findings such as
eating a Kosher burger at McDonalds in Buenos
Aires. Since 2009 their travels have taken them to
such exotic locations as Cuba, India, Azores,
Argentina, Bulgaria, and Romania to name just a few.
Mimi and Sam will also explain their process of
learning about Jewish sites both before and while
they are traveling. Their presentation will include
many memories and personal pictures taken during
their trips to uncover Synagogues, Cemeteries, and
other remnants of both previous and current Jewish
life abroad.

Temple Adath Yeshurun Purim Spiel

7:00PM — 9:00PM, Temple Adath Yeshurun,
Manchester

Temple Adath Yeshurun will celebrate Purim with
our Annual Purim Spiel. The Story of Purim told in
song. All are welcome.

Contact Karen Rothstein 603-669-5650 or office@
taynh.org.

Saturday, March 23

Temple Israel Purim Service & Dinner
6:00PM — 8:00PM, Temple Israel, Manchester

It's party time! RSVP required by noon March 12.
Please visit our webpage at www.templeisraelmht.
org for more information and RSVP link.

ETZ HAYIM SYNAGOGUE Presents, Megillah
on the Roof

7:00PM — 9:00PM, Etz Hayim, Derry

The Etz Hayim Never Ready for Prime Time Spielers
presents a revival of: Megillah on the Roof (the
Purim spiel that closed Etz Hayim down in March
2020, or was that COVID?). The tale is as old as
time. We sing the melodies at the drop of a
hamantaschen. If you'd like to join our troupe,
please email Amy Dattner-Levy at adattne@gmail.
com. If you play the piano, that'll be a mitzvah. If
you want to attend that’ll be an honor. http://www.
etzhayim.org

Temple Adath Yeshurun Purim Megillah
Reading

7:00PM — 9:00PM, Temple Adath Yeshurun,
Manchester

Come join us as we read the Megillah! Contact Karen
Rothstein 603-669-5650 or office@taynh.org.

Sunday, March 24

Temple Israel Purim Morning Service &
Party

9:30AM — 2:30PM, Temple Israel, Manchester
Please Join us to celebrate with a morning Purim
service followed by a Megillah reading, Purim spiel
by shmubies, a costume parade, prizes, brunch,
and music! Your rsvp is kindly requested. http://
www.templeisraelmht.org.

continued on page 5
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By Amy Lester

The Jewish Federation of New Hamp-
shire is committed to the health and vi-
tality of the NH Jewish community. Re-
cently, we embarked on a strategic plan-
ning initiative designed to identify and
refine JFNH’s priorities and direction for
the next three to five years. I am thrilled
to serve as Chair of the Strategic Plan-
ning Committee. Regular strategic plan-
ning is a hallmark of strong nonprofit
organizations, and I am proud the JFNH
is devoting both financial and human re-
sources to this important process.

The strategic plan will provide JFNH
with actionable strategies to focus our en-
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The Strategic Plan

- e [ e 2
@@; @g@,@.; O“EEEJE 2.1 'J :

ergy and resources to best achieve our
mission. The plan will support the board
and staff in being intentional about the
organization’s goals and their implemen-
tation. In September, the board hired
Linda Simansky of Simansky Consulting
to provide guidance, direction, and exper-
tise to our planning process; critical to this

Calendar

continued from page 4

Temple Beth Abraham Purim Community
Celebration

10:00AM — 12:00PM, Temple Beth Abraham,
Nashua

Join us for carnival games, crafts, photo booth.
Megillah reading and Purim singalong with the
Raymond Street Klezmer Band, followed by lunch.

https://tbanashua.shulcloud.com/event/purim-2024

TIP Purim Under the Big Top & Magic Show
11:00AM — 3:00PM, Temple Israel, Portsmouth
Please join Temple Israel, Portsmouth for carnival
games, prizes, activity stations, refreshments, and
a very special magic show! Bring the family, come
in costume, and prepare to be amazed! This event
is free but registration is requested via the temple
website calendar. Please register at http://www.
Templeisraelnh.org.

strategic planning process is the incorpo-
ration of a diversity of experiences and
perspective. With this priority in mind, in
November 2023, the JFNH board formed
a strategic planning committee that repre-
sents both a diversity of geographical lo-
cations, as well as Jewish New Hampshire
experiences. Our committee is comprised
of the following members:
Amy Lester, Chair, Durham
Zach Camenker, Concord
Jeft Crocker, Peterborough
Amy Hyett, North Hampton
Sharon Weiss, Nashua
Tracy Richmond, JFNH Board
President, Ex-Officio
Allyson Guertin, JENH Executive
Director, Ex-Officio
I am thankful for this diverse group of
dedicated individuals all working toward
the same goal: ensuring JFNH evolves to
meet the changing needs of the NH Jew-
ish community. Our strategic planning
process includes five key components:
1.JFNH Board input and perspectives
2.Research of analogous organiza-
tions
3.Focus groups with representatives

from various constituencies across
NH

4. Interviews with select individuals

throughout the state

5. A communal survey (look for this in

early spring, and please respond!)

I want to call your attention to one of
the focus groups that is open to all com-
munity members. This focus group will
be held via Zoom on Thursday, March 7,
2024 at 7:00 pm. We want to learn from
you and hear your perspectives. If you
live in New Hampshire and would like to
participate, please register to attend and
we will then send a zoom link. Here is the
registration link: https://forms.
gle/IMQ77PNjaMwpswRx5https://
forms.gle/IMQ77PNjaMwpswRx5

The strategic planning committee will
continue to meet, research, and review
inputs with the intent of presenting
findings to the board late in the spring.
JFNH already has an impressive selec-
tion of offerings, programs and initia-
tives and I am excited and honored to
be a part of this important initiative. I
look forward to sharing future updates
in the spring.

Your family’s trusted financial advisor

¥ ‘k\ q,r

COHE

INVESTMENT
ADVISORS

Comprehensive financial planning

Disciplined investment management

Independent advice

COHEN

REAL ESTATE
ADVISORS

Real estate investments

Income investment alternative
to stocks and bonds

$100,000 Minimum

Contact us today

for a complimentary consultation.

(603) 232-8350
or info@investwithcoben.com

264 South River Road, Suite 414,

Bedford, NH o3110
www.investwithcohen.com
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If you ask me what my favorite month
of the year is, it’s definitely March. Here
are some reasons: First, in Israel, it’s the
time when the sun starts coming out af-
ter the winter. It’s still cold but the
weather is really nice, and great for hik-
ing and traveling.

The second reason is Purim—my fa-
vorite holiday! Why? Because you get to
wear costumes, drink as much as you
want, and celebrate like no other day.
The hunt for the perfect costume only
gets bigger and bigger for me every year,
and now I get to celebrate Halloween

Wewr ederation a vk
March is the Best Month

Guy Ben David
JFNH Shaliach

SPRTLIGHT
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too! I'm excited. It’s funny how, 2,500
years later, we are facing an enemy that
is not very different from Haman. But
our unity, our love, and our happiness is
bigger and stronger than anything else.
No matter how many times we are under
a threat, the Jewish people never become
bitter, never stopped believing, never
hold grudges, never stopped spreading
joy and love around the globe, and it is
our job to keep being happy and cele-
brate our life — to show those who cele-
brate death that a 5,000 year old story is
not even close to an end, and Purim is

such a great example of it. We shall not
stop celebrating even after what we went
through on October 7th. It is a mitzvah
to be joyful, even if the situation doesn’t
feel like it — fake it till you make it.

The third reason I love March? It’s the
month of my birthday. 27 springs can-
not be celebrated better than in this
great community that makes me feel at
home, so far away from home. My only
wish is for better days, that we could all
celebrate together without asking our-
selves if we should, because every day
should be our own private Purim.

There’s no bus line that goes straight
between the German Colony and Neve
Granot in Jerusalem. That meant two
things for me in the spring of 1993:
strong legs, and a lot of time to listen to
the radio.

Gam k’she-halach ['kaduregellhu lo
chipes lolrak nitzachon... Arik Einstein,
the great Israeli songwriter and hitmak-
er, was one of my regular companions,
whether it was on the bus I could take
up Rachel Imenu to cut the walk in half,
or on the traipse past the Monastery of
the Cross on the cut-through up to Neve
Schechter, the Jewish Theological Semi-
nary’s campus behind the Israel Muse-
um. The Seminary had established its
Jerusalem center there in the 1960s, be-
fore the Six-Day War — not far from the
new campus of Hebrew University or
the Knesset. At the time, this looked like
it could be the emerging center of Jeru-
salem, far from the walls and wires cut-
ting the city in two after 1948, and our
fledgling Conservative movement want-
ed to be in the academic, cultural, and
civic center of our capital.

On the Walkman (!) in my ear most
days was Reshet Gimel, one of Israel’s
main radio stations, with its easy mix
of current pop, commercials (Pepsi, ha-
bechirah shel hador hachadash — “the
choice of the new generation”), and
light news chat. Before that year, I
could already listen to the radio in He-
brew without too hard an effort. My
walks and bus rides helped me solidify
my fluency.

This was my fourth long stay in Isra-
el, at the age of 26. For my wife Laurie,
it was her first trip ever, and she too
was working on her spoken Hebrew in

omthe [SUMAH

Looking Back: Studying for the Rabbinate in Israel

Rabbi in the House

Rabba Jon Spira-Savett
Temple Beth Abraham

ulpan, the intensive and immersive lan-
guage learning experience Israel is
known for. Along with students young-
er and older, Jews and newish Israelis
from around the world, even a Palestin-
ian woman from a town in the West
Bank, Laurie was getting enough of the
language that we could do a lot of our
regular shopping and daily living to-
gether in the neighborhood in Hebrew.
We lived not in a dorm but in a neigh-
borhood. Fruit stand, post office,
falafel stand, bakery, all within a few
blocks, and what beautiful blocks they
were along Emek Refaim.

How did a semester in Jerusalem af-
fect my Judaism and my rabbinate? This
was the biggest thing: experiencing Isra-
el not as a concept but a neighborhood
with a daily rhythm, with people in
shops and on buses who were helpful or
curt, a reasonable bus ride to the Old
City and the Kotel or the brand new
kanyon (shopping mall), all marinated in
the Hebrew language. This time around,
living as a temporary Jerusalemite, a
Hebrew-speaking Conservative religious
Jew, American and Zionist — for me it
was all integrated; there was no inner
tension. That’s the big story of my year,
in a nutshell.

That spring marked the first year of
the second premiership of Yitzchak

e "I“..'_...
1993 at the

Rabbi Jon Spira-Savett in
ancient synagogue at Gamla.

Rabin z”1. In 1992, Rabin had regained
leadership of Labor Party and brought
the party back to the head of the coali-
tion for the first time in fifteen years, af-
ter the Labor-Likud rotation of the pre-
vious government. Laurie and I rented a
car and took our longest road trip up to
the Golan Heights; everyone told us to
get there now because by the time we
would next be in Israel, the area would
surely have been returned in the Israel-
Syria treaty Rabin was intent on. Mean-
while the opposition had cars driving
through the streets all the time with
signs saying “The nation is for the Go-
lan” and bullhorns on top playing on a
loop Rabin’s voice from earlier declaring
that anyone who returned the Golan
would be “abandoning... abandoning!”
Israel’s security.

Along with the other students in our
American rabbinical school cohort, we
took another trip north as a group with
Professor Lee Levine, one of the world’s
academic experts on the ancient syna-
gogues in Israel from the Roman and
Byzantine periods. Beth Abraham in
Nashua is an arena in comparison to
any of these, even the largest. I think
about those synagogues a lot these days

-- gathering places for small communi-
ties, communities sometimes in imperial
favor and mostly not, lay-led, sometimes
with a rabbi of some local repute at-
tached but not in charge. They help me
think of the synagogue as the most
adaptive, resilient institution in Jewish
history -- in human history -- perhaps
the only communal structure with a con-
tinuous history of 2000 years for sure
and probably longer.

At the end of that group trip, we
spent Shabbat on Moshav Shorashim,
at that time a Masorti/Conservative
community on a hill in the Western
Galil not far from Karmiel. On Satur-
day afternoon, we were led down the
hill and across an olive grove to the
Arab village of Shaab. Shorashim and
Shaab were towns friendly to each oth-
er, and we were brought to a communal
building to talk with one of the town’s
leaders. On the wall of the building in
Shaab was a sign: “Supported by the
UJA-Federation of New York.” The
Palestinian leader from the town spoke
to us in Hebrew, our common language,
and told us that the town was quiet be-
cause they were celebrating Id al-Adha.
A holy day, he explained, when Avra-
ham Avinu had nearly sacrificed his son.
Hearing the Muslim sacred day ex-
plained in our language blew my mind.
We spent just a couple hours in Shaab,
but our presence had become an event.
By the time we gathered to walk back
to Shorashim, dozens of children were
around us, and they became a kind of
escort through the olive grove, asking
us to stay.

I had my upcoming Rosh Hashanah

From the Bimah continued on page 7
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Temple Beth Jacob in Concord cele-
brated MLK day with an assembly about
how we are all created “B’tzelem Elohim,”
in the image of G-d. Principal Noreen
Leibson explained about how we may all
look and act differently, but we are all one
people on one earth. Alice Kinsler drew
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our world and the students at Kadimah
(our Sunday school) made people and
animals from craft sticks and decorations
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B’tzelem Elohim at Temple Beth Jacob
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From the Bimah

continued from page 6

second day sermon right then, on Gene-
sis 22, or so I thought. A story of how
Jews and Muslims shared friendship in a
mosque in a Palestinian town supported
by Federation, over a foundational story
we can both tell in Hebrew and see from
different angles.

And then, of course, the sermon
changed when a week before Rosh Ha-
shanah that year Rabin and Arafat
shook hands on the White House lawn.
The hopefulness and complexity of
Shaab was still my sermon. I hoped
very much that this Galilean story, very
far from the political centers, would be
the story of coming decades. A far cry
from my previous and also formative
year as a student at JTS in Jerusalem in
1987-1988, the year the First Intifada
started, and I was a protester within Oz
V’shalom, the religious Zionist move-
ment for peace. I hold onto that Shab-
bat afternoon in Shorashim and Shaab,
the ancient and modern hill and valley,
even today.

30 years later, there is hardly a Shab-
bat when I don’t think about Shabbat
afternoon walking between friends’
homes and parks in Jerusalem (or New
York City, for that matter). But my
fourth stay in Israel as a rabbinical stu-
dent was the very first time I had been in
the country emphatically as an Ameri-
can. It was the first time [ wasn’t think-
ing about aliyah. And as a result, I could
get to work on learning how to be an
American Zionist. How to make Israel
not a dream of a possible life T wasn’t
living, but an essential part of my Amer-
ican Jewish life.

And so that semester is part of how I

got here — Zionist, traditional, Hebrew-
speaking, American. My experience was
the very opposite of the chorus in that
Arik Einstein song, the one in my ear-

phones who knows how many times in
1993: Az hu lo shama shum lekach/v’ein
lo sechel gam I'hitz’taer. Unlike the foot-
baller in the song, I paid attention to ev-

ery lesson, used my good sense, to figure
out how to come back live and work in
the United States, as an American Zion-
ist, with no regrets.

A gift from the

Jewish Federation of New Hampshire

SIGN
UP

Sign up your children ages 6 months

through 11 years old and enjoy

the gift of Jewish children’s books

Ages 6 mos. through 8
pjlibrary.org

Ages 9 through 11
pjourway.org

Harold Grinspoon «
FOUNDATION

[ ) \\ Jewish Federation

and resources delivered to your
home each month. Explore Jewish
heritage and culture through

PJ Library’s high-quality stories
about Jewish values, traditions,
and heritage.

Through the program your family
will be enriched by experiencing
the joys of Jewish life.

Funded by the Jewish Federation of
New Hampshire, it’s a gift that will
nourish a Jewish life from the start.

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

jewishnh.org
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By Paul Etkind, immediate Past
President, Kol Ha’Emek, the Upper
Valley Jewish Community

On January 30 and 31, Kol Ha’emek,
the Upper Valley Jewish Community
(UVIJC), along with Hillel at Dartmouth
and the Hopkins Center at Dartmouth
College, co-sponsored a celebration of
our Holocaust Torah obtained through
the Memorial Scroll Trust (MST), located
in London, UK. The celebration included
a viewing of the documentary film Car-
pati: 50 Miles, 50 Years, followed by a dis-
cussion with the film’s Director, Yale
Strom. The following evening, Yale Strom
and the Hot P’Stromi (his klezmer band)
performed music that harkened to the
eastern European area featured in his film.

The film’s screening was prefaced by an
introduction by David Hoffer, a member
of the UVJC’s Scroll Committee, with the
story of our Holocaust Torah and its
links to the movie and the subsequent
concert. David’s talk began in the Czech
town of Breclav, home of a thriving Jew-
ish community from the Middle Ages un-
til the 1940s. The torah resided in a syna-
gogue there until the Nazis occupied
Czechoslovakia. Along with 1500+ other
torahs and Judaica, the torah went to
Prague to be stored in a warchouse.
Whatever plans the Nazis had for these

n the Community)
A Celebration of Our Holocaust Torah in the Upper Valley

holy items was never clearly identified,
but they remained in storage until the
early 1960s, when Czechoslovakia, now a
Soviet satellite nation in need of funds,
sold 1564 torahs to a newly established
entity in London, the Memorial Scroll
Trust (MST), in 1964. The MST’s mission
was to protect, help restore, and find new
homes for the torahs to be used for ritual
purposes and to teach about lost Jewish
life in eastern Europe. Scrolls were shipped
to congregations around the globe that
agreed to restore and use the Torahs.
Scroll #1397 eventually came to the Up-
per Valley to be shared by the UVJC and
the Hillel at Dartmouth College. It was
restored to kosher status in 2017.

Our Holocaust Torah has since been
used for ritual purposes, particularly dur-
ing life-cycle events, and as an instruc-
tional tool for Holocaust education with-
in the congregation and for groups in the
general community. The Torah is a visible
and tangible symbol of the triumph of
life over death and love over hatred. It
also creates an unbroken line connecting
distance across continents and time
across centuries. Thomas Cochran, a sec-
ond principal member of our Scroll Com-
mittee, conducted Q&A sessions with
Yale Strom before and after the screening.

Carpati: 50 Miles, 50 Years is a story of
the survival of a Jewish community in

Etz Hayim Presents: Megillah
on the Roof - A Purim Spiel

On Saturday, March 23, 2024 at 7pm,
Etz Hayim’s Never Ready for Prime Time
Spielers will present a revival of “Megillah
on the Roof,” the Purim spiel that closed
Etz Hayim down in March 2020 (or was
that COVID?). The tale is, of course, as

old as time. We will sing the melodies at
the drop of a hamantaschen. If you'd like
to join our troupe, please email Amy
Dattner-Levy at adattne@gmail.com. If
you play piano, that'll be a mitzvah. If
you want to attend, that'll be an honor.

the Carpathian Mountains in eastern Eu-
rope. The filmmaker and musician, Yale
Strom, turned down his acceptance to
law school to pursue his interest in eth-
nography in general and specifically in
Jews returning to eastern Europe post-
WW II. During his research, he realized
the connections between Jewish klezmer
music and Roma music. Indeed, it was
Roma bands and musicians who kept
Jewish music alive during and after WW
II. He began travelling through the Car-
pathian Mountains and found small Jew-
ish enclaves. The continuity and connec-
tivity between the present-day Jews and
their pre-war antecedents were parallel to
that of the MST torahs. Music was a
common thread to communal life pre-
and post-war. Similarly, and regardless
of the degree of religious observance, To-
rah was a binding force for affirming a
continuity of Jewish life.

In the movie, the protagonist (Zev
Godlinger) took 50 years before journey-
ing the 50 miles from his post-war home
back to his hometown in the Carpathian
Mountains. He was going to bring a to-
rah back to his hometown, regardless of
how small or organized the current Jew-
ish community might be. Zev met Yale in
a chance meeting along the way. Yale re-
alized Zev had an amazing story to tell.
The movie follows Zev on this journey
and records the experiences and chance

meetings with Jews, non-Jews, and with
Roma musicians along the way. It was a
fascinating bookend to the story of To-
rah #1397.

In the second night of our celebration,
Yale Strom and the Hot P’Stromi per-
formed a concert in the Church of Christ
on the Dartmouth campus. The folk
tunes they played came out of Strom’s
ethnographic research in the Carpathian
Mountains. They ranged from slow, con-
templative pieces to energetic melodies
that had the audience clapping and en-
gaged. Vocalist Elizabeth Schwartz sang
songs in Yiddish, Romani, Rumanian,
Hungarian and English that illustrated
the melting pot aspect of these moun-
tains and the connectivity across multiple
linguistic and musical cultures.

Our Scroll Committee, including the
third principal member Steven Bachner,
then left for London with our Torah to
join the global celebration of the 60th
anniversary of the MST. Along with nu-
merous other congregations who were
represented at the celebration along
with their respective Czech Torahs, they
marched, recited and sang prayers of
memoriam and hope during the anni-
versary ceremony, and had opportuni-
ties to discuss how the MST Torahs were
being used to strengthen Jewish commu-
nal life in so many locales and different
kinds of congregations.

Anne Frank — To Be Free,
to Be Myself: A Talk at
Etz Hayim Synagogue

Tom White, the Coordina-
tor of Educational Outreach
at the Cohen Center for Ho-
locaust and Genocide Stud-
ies, will present “Anne Frank
— To Be Free, to Be Myself”
on Thursday, March 14,
2024, at 7 PM at Etz Hayim
Synagogue.

Who was Anne Frank?
This presentation frames
Frank’s experiences as one of
growth and introspection
through her diary. How does
Anne's voice remain, as she
hoped, "useful," as we face
the challenges of today?
How do we resist evil while maintain-
ing our moral core? This presentation
also traces the fate of those hiding in
the Secret Annex. How can we draw

Tom White, Coordi-
nator of Educational
Outreach, Cohen Cen-
ter for Holocaust and
Genocide Studies.

on the example of the rescu-
ers and of the Franks them-
selves to honor Anne's April
1944 wish, "If only I can be
myself"?

The talk is in person at Etz
Hayim Synagogue, 12 Hood
Road, Derry, NH 03038.
There is no charge, but dona-
tions are encouraged. The
presentation is part of Etz
Hayim Synagogue’s Adult
Continuing Education Pro-
gram, Hot Topics and Cool
Contemporary Stuff. Please
visit www.etzhayim.org/
learn/adult-learning for a
complete listing of Hot Topics. For
more information, please contact Ste-
phen Soreff, MD, at soreffs] 5@aol.com
or 603-895-6120.
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Manchester, NH (January 25, 2024) —
The Greater Manchester Chamber is
pleased to announce that in a well-de-
served recognition of a lifetime devoted
to community service and business lead-
ership, Howard Brodsky, Co-Founder
and Chairman of CCA Global Partners,
has been selected as its next Citizen of the
Year. Brodsky will be honored on Thurs-
day, April 4th, at the Chamber’s Citizen
of the Year Celebration, taking place at 5
p.m. at the DoubleTree by Hilton Man-
chester Downtown. This annual event,
presented by Elliot Health System, is an
opportunity for Chamber members, com-
munity members, friends, family, and col-
leagues of Brodsky to celebrate his ac-
complishments and dedication to the city
of Manchester.

Howard Brodsky’s journey embodies a
unique blend of heart, ingenuity, and
dedication to addressing complex societal
challenges. His unwavering commitment
to improving lives and building a better
world is evident in every facet of his ca-
reer, both as a successful businessman
and a compassionate community leader.

Brodsky’s roots in Manchester are pro-
found, having attended Ash Street Gram-
mar School and Central High School. His
father’s dream of owning a local business
materialized in the form of “Dean’s Car-
pet,” a small, family carpet store on Elm
Street. Tragedy struck at a young age
when Brodsky lost his father to cancer, a
pivotal moment that fueled his lifelong
dedication to small businesses and com-
munity betterment. Taking over the fam-
ily flooring store after college, Brodsky
co-founded the Carpet Cooperative of
America, now known as CCA Global
Partners, in 1984. As the force behind
CCA Global, now a $14 billion company,
Brodsky has not only shaped one of the
largest companies in New Hampshire but
has also elevated the city’s profile on a
global scale. The impact of CCA Global,
the second largest privately held company
in New Hampshire and the 14th largest
cooperative globally, extends beyond re-
tail, reaching into diverse sectors such as
childcare, sporting goods, lighting and
more. Notably, the childcare business un-
der CCA Global serves over 35,000 chil-
dren in New Hampshire and close to 2
million nationwide.

“Howard’s leadership style is charac-
terized by inclusivity, transparency, and a
genuine concern for the well-being of oth-
ers,” said Keith Spano, President at CCA
Global Partners. “He preaches ‘people
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Howard Brodsky Named Citizen of the Year
by Greater Manchester Chamber

before profits’ and has shown
an exceptional ability to bring
people together, fostering a
sense of unity and shared pur-
pose within our community.”

Beyond his corporate suc-
cess, Brodsky’s leadership ex-
tends into the heart of the
community. He founded the
New Hampshire Better Busi-
ness Bureau (BBB) in 1998, championing
ethical business practices. He also helped
create the BBB NH Scholarship fund,
which has been giving out five scholar-
ships to New Hampshire students each
year for over 20 years. Howard and his
son, Jeft, worked with the Nackey S. Loeb
School of Communications to create the
Brodsky Prize at Central High School, a
$5,000 scholarship annually awarded to a
star New Hampshire high school student
pursuing a career in journalism.

His warm but powerful presence is felt
in various capacities — from serving on lo-
cal boards and facilitating the merger of
the Elliot Hospital and Southern New
Hampshire Medical Center, to his active
involvement in Big Brothers Big Sisters of
New Hampshire (BBBSNH) and his im-
pactful contributions to the local arts
scene. What sets Brodsky apart is not just
his financial contributions but his hands-
on involvement in community work. From
being a Big Brother to two "littles" in the
BBBSNH program to actively participat-
ing in fundraising efforts, Brodsky embod-
ies the spirit of compassionate leadership.

“CCA Global was our very first Site-
Based Workplace Mentoring Partner. Mr.
Brodsky has also been a long-time Big
Brother to a child who has since aged out
of the program. To this day, they have
kept in touch and have a bond that will
last a lifetime,” said Stacy Kramer, CEO
of BBBSNH. “In addition to the ongoing
support of our workplace mentoring, Mr.
Brodsky has continued to be available to
support our events as master of ceremo-
nies, personally donate to the mission,
and offer his ingenious mind to push the
needle forward for BBBSNH.”

Brodsky's recent venture, the nonprofit
Open Arts United, exemplifies his com-
mitment to equity and inclusion. The or-
ganization aims to bring the arts to under-
represented communities and underprivi-
leged youth, fostering shared experiences
and a sense of belonging. Collaborating
with the Boys and Girls Club of Man-
chester and the YMCA, Open Arts Unit-
ed hosted its inaugural events at the end

of November and the begin-
ning of December. Howard
Brodsky's philanthropic en-
deavors extend to Pine Haven,
a residential facility for boys
with behavioral, educational,
or emotional difficulties. He
had established a Social Entre-
preneurship Student Leader-
ship program, contributing to
the development of young leaders dedi-
cated to community improvement.

“What distinguishes Howard from so
many is how he moves through this com-
munity. For Howard, it always starts with
relationships, with human connection,
and care,” said Paul LeBlanc, President
of Southern New Hampshire University
and Past Citizen of the Year. “Howard is
the first person many turn to for wise
counsel. He is the first one to call when
many of us are struggling. He is a cheer-

leader for everyone else’s success, while
modest about his own considerable ac-
complishments.”

As an author, speaker, and justice of the
peace, Brodsky is a multifaceted force for
good. His enduring connection to Man-
chester is evident in his residence in his
hometown and his continuous support for
local causes. Howard Brodsky's impact
goes beyond business success; it is deeply
rooted in the relationships he has cultivat-
ed, the lives he has touched, and the genu-
ine love he holds for the city and its people.

“Across the globe, Howard’s leadership
and vision have significantly contributed
to the growth of the cooperative business
model. And yet right here, in the city
where he was raised, Howard has also
positively impacted and supported many
community organizations and individu-
als. The exceptional duality of giving so

Howard Brodsky continued on page 23
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Secure the future of our Jevwsh community

As you envision the future of the Jewish community that means so much
to you, consider creating a planned gift with the Jewish Federation of
New Hampshire that will touch the lives of generations to come.

ENDOWMENT AND PLANNED GIVING

By making a planned gift to a JENH endowment fund, you can ensure that your generosity and vision will have an
impact that extends far beyond your lifetime. Endowment funds that were established decades ago are still providing
important support to our community today. At JFNH, we have the knowledge and expertise to help you design a
planned gift that meets your needs while also endowing your personal vision for the future.

® Unrestricted Endowment. A gift to JENH'’s Unrestricted Endowment will support the full spectrum of initiatives
and programs essential to the future of our Jewish community.

.

Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment (PACE). You can create an endowment to perpetuate your Annual

Campaign gift. This is a wonderful way to sustain your lifelong investment in the community you have helped

build.

Restricted Endowment. Our planned giving professionals will work with you to craft a gift that supports the work

of a valued partner organization or an area of particular interest to you, such as caring for the most vulnerable,
engaging people of all ages in Jewish learning, and supporting Israel.

WAYS TO ENDOW YOUR VISION

¢ Bequests: A bequest through your will, trust, or retirement account is an easy way to create an endowment. We will
work with you and your advisor to create a gift that clearly reflects and honors your intentions.

* Retirement Plan Assets: You may designate JFNH as a beneficiary of a qualified retirement plan such as an IRA,
401(k), or 403(b). To do so, simply contact your plan administrator and complete the appropriate beneficiary designation
form. By naming JFNH as a beneficiary, you may avoid significant and often unanticipated estate and income taxes that

would otherwise be paid by your heirs.

¢ Life Income Gifts: A Charitable Gift Annuity or a Charitable Remainder Trust can provide an immediate tax deduction
and lifetime income for one or more beneficiaries. After the death of the last beneficiary, the remainder becomes part of an

endowment fund to be used in accordance with your wishes.

« Life Insurance: You may purchase a life insurance policy that names JFNH as both owner and beneficiary. After your
passing, JFNH will redeem the policy and the proceeds will support JENH’s endowment.

ish Federation
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“Vignettes of Jewish Life” will be the
topic of discussion by Mimi and Sam Bo-
gen, Sunday, March 17, 2024, at 9:30
AM—live, in-person—at Temple Beth
Abraham. The Southern New Hampshire
Jewish Men’s Club is proud to sponsor
this presentation and breakfast.

Mimi and Sam first met while studying
at the State University of New York at Al-
bany. After graduation Mimi became a
Librarian at the New York State Library
in Albany. Sam went on to a career as
Chief of Staff for the Office of Cultural
Education in the New York Education
Department. Both Mimi and Sam took
advantage of an early retirement offer in
2009 and decided to use their buyout
packages to allow them to begin traveling
in earnest. “Vignettes of Jewish Life” will
recount Mimi and Sam’s travel adventures
to Jewish sites around the world, some as
organized or self-guided tours and some
that were just serendipitous findings such
as eating a Kosher burger at McDonalds
in Buenos Aires. Since 2009 their travels
have taken them to such exotic locations
as Cuba, India, Azores, Argentina, Bul-

n the Community)

The Southern New Hampshire Jewish Men’s Club Presents:
Vignettes of Jewish Life

garia, and Romania to name just a few.

Mimi and Sam will also explain their
process of learning about Jewish sites
both before and while they are traveling.
Their presentation will include many
memories and personal pictures taken
during their trips to uncover synagogues,
cemeteries, and other remnants of both
previous and current Jewish life abroad.
Mimi and Sam will be glad to entertain a
Question-and-Answer session at the end
of their presentation. Please be sure to
join us Sunday, March 17th for Mimi and
Sam’s interesting, informative and color-
ful presentation.

Our kitchen crew will be preparing a
sumptuous feast of scrambled eggs, ba-
gels, lox, and whitefish salad with veggies,
fruit, orange juice, milk, coffee, and water.
The cost for breakfast is $10 for all mem-
bers in good standing and any of those
members guests that may accompany
them. The cost for breakfast for non-
members will be $§18. New members will
be able to join on the spot should they de-
sire to take advantage of the breakfast dis-
count. Membership is available for a sug-

gested donation of $36. As always, mem-
bership may be paid when you arrive for
breakfast or by mailing a check to, SN-
HJIMC Treasurer c/o Temple Beth Abra-
ham, 4 Raymond Street, Nashua, NH
03064. Online membership registration is
also available on the Temple website:
https://tbanashua.shulcloud.com/form/
mens-club-registration-2023-24.html

The Southern New Hampshire Jewish
Men’s Club is proud to sponsor this excit-
ing program. This special presentation is
open to the public but advance registra-
tion is required. Please register in advance
by emailing breakfastrsvp@snhjmc.org to
confirm your registration.

About The Southern New Hampshire
Jewish Men’s Club

The Southern New Hampshire Jewish
Men's Club, founded in 1982 conducts
monthly breakfast meetings. The Club’s
mission is based on building a brotherhood
of likeminded men who wish to share their
commitment and values to those in the
greater Southern New Hampshire Jewish
community. The Southern New Hampshire
Jewish Men’s Club is a non-profit organiza-

tion serving Jewish men and husbands of
Jewish women from all southern NH's Jew-
ish communities regardless of synagogue
membership for over forty years. If you or
someone you know would like to join our
Men's Club please contact our President,
Don Gorelick, via email: president@sn-
hjmc.org or visit our website at http.:/[www.
snhjme.org.

‘5\§terh D{}fo

cm b/r‘o l(g

3 Jewish overnight camps.

FOR GIRLS

CampPembroke.org

- Pembroke, MA
near Cape Cod

evya

CampTevya.org
Brookline, NH

near Nashua

CO-ED

CAMP

ELNOAR

.' _ CampTelNoar.org /

Hampstead, NH _¢
~ near Nashua 2

Kosher = 2-week mini-sessions * Financial assistance available * Family-run since 1935

Glorious summers. Forever friends.

{earn cmore!

Confidence + community + so much unplugged Fﬂﬂ.

Apply for 2024 or tour for 2025.
781.489.2070 « info@cohencamps.org

Cobhe: Cam g

ELI SEE COHER CAHPS
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OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

£ \\ Jewish Federation j

A Multi-Access Festival Featuring Both In-Theater and Virtual Screenings

999: The Forgotten Girls of the Holocaust | All About the Levkoviches
Bella! | Call Me Dancer | Children of Nobody | Home | Hotel Transylvania
Matchmaking | Rabbi on the Block | Remembering Gene Wilder | The Boy
The Monkey House | The Story of Annette Zelman | The Way to Happiness

PURCHASE TICKETS

Advance purchase for ALL screenings suggested
Online at https://2024nhijff.eventive.org/welcome Online at www.nhjewishfilmfestival.org
By phone at 603-627-7679, Jewish Federation office, Monday-Friday, 9 AM-3 PM
I3 Follow us on Facebook at New Hampshire Jewish Film Festival

Supported in part by a grant from the
New Hampshire State Council on the Arts

New Hampshire

e Counar oemest e and the National Endowment for the Arts
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Welcome to the 16th Annual 2024
New Hampshire Jewish Film Festival!

On behalf of the Jewish Federation of New Hampshire (JENH), we are honored to welcome you to the 16th
Annual New Hampshire Jewish Film Festival—presented this year as a multi-access experience, featuring
both in-theater and virtual screenings of films from around the globe. We are exceedingly proud to present

a premier lineup of 14 outstanding and diverse feature-length films that will excite, enlighten, and provoke
you. From April 4 to April 14, films will be available for in-theater screenings, as well as some virtual streaming
opportunities. Thereafter, a Bonus Week from April 14 through April 21 will allow our audience additional

virtual streaming opportunities.

We extend our most heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all our Sponsors, Friends of the Festival, Festival
Committee volunteers, the JENH Board, Director Allyson Guertin, and the entire JFNH staff. Our Festival would
not be possible without your continued support. This year's Festival is sponsored in part by the New Hamp-
shire State Council on the Arts.

Join your New Hampshire Jewish community at the movies, and together, let us share the power of film.

See you at the movies!

Ross Fishbein and Pat Kalik

New Hampshire Jewish Film Festival Chairs

f7 2\ Jewish Federation

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

273 South River Rd. #5, Bedford, NH 03110 603-627-7679 E-mail:info@jewishnh.org  www.nhjewishfilmfestival.org

Chairs
Ross Fishbein
Patricia Kalik

Linda Gerson
Film Festival Chair and
Artistic Director Emerita

Tracy Richmond
Chair of the Board

Allyson Guertin
Director

Graphic Design
Grinley Creative

Printing
NH Print & Mail Services

Copy
Fran Berman

Website
Glikstorm LLC

Steering Committee
Zachary Camenker
Pamela Englander
Harvey Epstein

Barrie Paster

Special Events
Pamela Englander
Ann Fabian
JoAnn Meyers
Barbara Scotch

Volunteers

Guy Ben David
Mark Biletch
Maryellen Biletch
Shana Biletch
Laura Black
Roberta Brayer
Kathy Brodsky
Marilyn Cavanaugh
Dina Michael Chaitowitz
Pamela Cohen
Deborah DePasse
Gail Ellis

Martin Fabian
Arlene Fishbein
Darren Garnick
Roberta Gordenstein
Barbara Green

Gail Herman

Lois Jacobs

Milli Knudsen

Liz Kolodney
Nancy Kudler
Richard Kudler
Rachel Kurshan
Andy Kushner
Barbara LeWinter
Rochelle Lindner
Marissa Nahem
Barbara Ann Paster
Hallie Penthany
Carol Pressman
Roseann Ronnan
Reva Rovner

Barb Rousseau
Alane Sabel
Brenda Schadick
Renee Snow
Lilliane Sznycer
AbnerTaub
Jonathan Weinberg
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Opening Night Reception
Thursday, April 4,2024 5:15 PM
Spotlight Room at the Palace

96 Hanover Street

Manchester, NH

Join us at the Spotlight Room for our Opening Night Wine and Hors d'Oeuvres Re-
ception to celebrate the start of our 16th Annual New Hampshire Jewish Film Festival
followed by the screening of Remembering Gene Wilder at the Rex Theatre. (Separate
tickets required for each event.)

' Remembering
Gene Wilder
Opening Night Film
NH Premiere

In-Theater Only:
Bgn Thursday, April 4,7:00 PM

: The RexTheatre, Manchester, NH

Preceded by Opening Night
Reception, Spotlight Room,
Manchester, NH, 5:15 PM

Separate Tickets required for each event
Director: Ron Frank

Documentary, 2023, USA

90 minutes
English

Gene Wilder, the prolific actor and screenwriter, is known all over the world for his
endearing roles in classic films such as The Producers, Young Frankenstein, Blazing Saddles,
Silver Streak, The Frisco Kid, and Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory. With rare, never-
before-seen home videos and memorable scenes from our favorite Gene Wilder films,
the documentary reveals intimate insights detailing his life and career. Guest appearances
include Mel Brooks, Alan Alda, Carol Kane, and Harry Connick Jr.

Film Star Sponsor

M@NIFF

HOMHADMOCE INTEENATIOHAL

FILM FESTIVAL

Select in-theater films also available virtually during the Bonus Week April 14 - April 21. 3

VIiRTUAIL F I L MS

Special Free Screening of The Boy
Join us for this special screening to honor the
memories of those who lost their lives since
October 7, 2023, and those who survived.

On Saturday, October 7, Hamas terrorists burst into
filmmaker Yahav Winner's family bedroom in Kibbutz
Kfar Aza in the south of Israel. Yahav tried with all

his strength to block the terrorists, allowing his wife,
Shaylee, and their one-month-old daughter, Shaya, to
escape. Shortly afterward, Yahav was murdered in cold
blood. Shaylee defended baby Shaya, with no food or
water, for 27 hours until they were rescued.

Yahav Winner (above) and with
his wife, Shaylee, and newborn
daughter, Shaya (left).

The Boy

NH Premiere

In-Theater: Sunday, April 7,
6:30 PM, SNHU,
Mara Auditorium, Hookset, NH

Virtual Screening:
April 14-April 21, 2024

Director: Yahav Winner
Drama, 2023, Israel

25 minutes

Hebrew with English subtitles

In The Boy, Avinoam and Barak, father and son from a kibbutz near the Gaza strip, are
each facing another round of combat in their own way. While Avinoam insists on
continuing his routine and his work in the field, Barak finds it difficult to close his eyes
and continue as usual. One night, Barak reaches a boiling point and Avinoam is forced
to absorb the flames.

Film Star Sponsor

15==EL

The Consulate General of 1srael
to New England



999:The
Forgotten Girls
of the Holocaust

NH Premiere

Virtual Screening Only:
April 11-April 15, 2024

Director: Heather Dune Macadam
Documentary, 2023, USA

87 minutes

English

Warning: Contains material that may be
disturbing. Viewer discretion is advised.

This staggering film presents the previously untold story of 999 forgotten women of the
Holocaust. In March 1942, nearly one thousand young Jewish women were deported
in what was the first official Jewish transport to Auschwitz. Rather than focusing on the
suffering and death experienced by most of the girls, Macadam tells the stories of a small
group who survived against all odds, under unimaginable conditions that lasted more
than three grueling years. This film of deep research and vivid detail ensures that these
women will no longer be just a historical footnote.

Film Star Sponsor

Holocaust Remembrance and

Survivors Committee
Jewish Federation of New Hampshire

-
- Bella!

NH Premiere

~ In-Theater: Tuesday, April 9,
. 7:00 PM, SNHU, Mara Auditorium,
Hookset, NH

Virtual Screening:
April 14-April 21, 2024

Director: Jeff L. Lieberman
Documentary, 2023, USA
102 minutes

English

In 1970, Bella Abzug entered Congress ready for a fight. With her trademark hat and
Bronx swagger, the first elected feminist upended the Washington patriarchy, battling for
women’s equality, civil rights, and LGBTQ+ protections. She also became the target of a
Washington establishment resistant to change. With her eyes set on breaking the boys'
club of the US. Senate or becoming New York's first female mayor, Bella battled forces on
both the right and the left, including the Nixon Administration, the CIA, the FBI, and even
The New York Times. Using never-before-seen home movies, audio diaries, and rediscov-
ered news footage, Bella! delves into a colorful and gritty era when one woman sacrificed
her own political ambitions for future generations of female leadership.

L M S

All About the
Levkoviches

NH Premiere
In-Theater: Tuesday, April 9, 7:00 PM

Peterborough Community Theatre,
Peterborough, NH

and

3S Artspace, Portsmouth, NH

Virtual Screening:
April 14-April 21, 2024

Director: Adam Breier

Drama, 2024, Hungary

| 85minutes

Hungarian, Hebrew with English subtitles

The generous but stubborn boxing coach, Tamas, gets along well with everyone
but his own son. They have not spoken since the boy, Ivan, moved to Israel and
became religious, joining an Orthodox community. When Tamas's beloved wife dies
unexpectedly, Tamas agrees to permit his son to sit shiva in his house as long as he
brings his grandson, Ariel, with him. As past conflicts resurface, they embark on an
unexpected journey of self-reflection and reconciliation.

Film Star Sponsor

M@NIFF

HOHADHOLE INTHENATIOHAL

FILM FESTIVAL

Call Me Dancer

NH Premiere

In-Theater: Thursday, April 11,
7:00 PM, Red River Theatres,
Concord, NH

Virtual Screening:
April 14-April 21, 2024

Post Film Prerecorded Discussion with
director Leslie Shampaine and dance
instructor Yehuda Ma'or.

Directors: Leslie Shampaine and Pip
Gilmour

Documentary, 2023, India, UK, Israel, USA
84 minutes

English, Hindi with English subtitles

When Manish, a hip hop dancer from Mumbai, meets 70-year-old Israeli-American
Yehuda Maor, who is teaching ballet at a Mumbai dance school after losing his last
teaching position, their lives are forever changed. In this story of hope, heartache, and
hard work, Manish and Yehuda transform each other’s lives, searching to uncover who
and what they are.

48 - hour viewing window after unlock of virtual films.
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Children of
Nobod

NH Premiere

In-Theater: Sunday, April 7,
4:00 PM, SNHU, Mara Auditorium,
Hookset, NH

| Wednesday, April 10, 7:00 PM
Nugget Theaters, Hanover, NH

- | 'q_;,u! Virtual Screening:
oo April 11-April 14,2024

Director: Erez Tadmor

Feature, 2022, Israel

108 minutes

Hebrew with English subtitles
Warning: Contains adult language.

Living on the fringes of Israeli society, troubled boys must band together to save the
shelter for at-risk youth that has kept them off the streets. For generations, altruistic
surrogate mother Margalit provided loving refuge to victims of neglect and violence in a
shabby house on Tel Aviv's outskirts. \When tragedy strikes, it's up to right-hand man Jackie
to keep the home from corrupt property developers and assuage a social worker’s scrutiny.
With tough love from “big brother” Jackie, the young men must now be accountable for
their own lives and save their refuge from a dire fate. Inspired by a true story, this compas-
sionate drama gives voice to those on the periphery, often unnoticed and uncared for.

Film Star Sponsor
Peters.MNashua

uuuuu

Hotel Transylvania
PJ Library Free Event

. In-Theater: Sunday, April 7,
3:00 PM

Jewish Federation of

New Hampshire, Bedford, NH

Director: Genndy Tartakovsky
Animated, 2012, USA

91 minutes

English

Rated PG

Dracula’s plans to host a monsters-only celebration for his daughter Maviss birthday
are complicated when an ordinary human unwittingly checks into the luxurious Hotel

Transylvania and falls for Drac’s daughter. The all-star cast includes Adam Sandler, Selena

Gomez, Andy Samberg, Kevin James, and Fran Drescher.

Film Star Sponsor

m Library

| R T U AL Fo

L M S

Home

NH Premiere

Virtual Screening Only:
April 4-April 21,2024

Director: Benny Fredman

Feature, 2023, Israel

111 minutes

Hebrew, Yiddish with English subtitles

A young, recently married Orthodox man’s dream to open a computer store in an
ultra-Orthodox neighborhood in Jerusalem turns into a violent nightmare when the
entire neighborhood sees him as an existential threat. Turning his whole world upside
down, the conflict enters his home and puts his marriage to the test, as he faces the
reality of his own free will within a predetermined world.

NH Premiere

In-Theater: Sunday, April 14, 3:30 PM
Red River Theatres, Concord, NH

Followed by Festival Wrap Party

Virtual Screening:
April 14-April 21, 2024

Director: Erez Tadmor
Romantic Comedy, 2022, Israel
98 minutes

Hebrew with English subtitles

Moti Bernstein is the son every mother wants, a student every rabbi loves to teach, the
ideal Yeshiva study mate, the perfect match for every bride. He has it all: a good family,
a brilliant mind, and he is not bad looking either. In search of a wife, he meets the

best girls in the Jewish Orthodox world, but he falls for the one girl he can never have.
Against everything he knows and every value he holds dear, Moti will be forced to go
out on a limb in the most unexpected and unusual ways. All that remains is to see who
will win: the system or the inner voice.

Select in-theater films also available virtually during the Bonus Week April 14 - April 21.



Rabbi on the Block

NH Premiere

M Virtual Screening Only:
* April 4-April 21,2024

Post-film live Zoom discussion with
Rabbi Tamar Manasseh and director
. Brad Rothschild

. Wednesday, April 10, 7:00 PM

Director: Brad Rothschild
Documentary, 2023, USA
88 minutes

English

Tamar Manasseh, a charismatic rabbi and community activist from the south side of
Chicago, wants African Americans and Jews to become closer allies. With one foot firmly
in each of these communities, she is a natural bridge to help overcome decades of fear,
misunderstanding, and lack of communication. This film shows how Manasseh brings
together Jews of all colors and builds bridges to establish a revitalized alliance of African
Americans and Jews while creating a new style of activist Judaism that takes religion out

of the synagogue and into the streets. Film Star Sponsor

Antisemitism and

Diversity Committee
Jewish Federation of New Hampshire

The Story of
Annette Zelman

NH Premiere

Virtual Screening Only:
April 4-April 24,2024

Director: Philippe Le Guay
Drama, 2023, France

93 minutes

French with English subtitles

This engaging and handsomely produced drama brings to light the tragic love story of
Annette Zelman and Jean Jausion, whose affair in Nazi-occupied Paris was denounced
to the Gestapo. While students at a French art school, Annette and Jean met and fell in
love, and fate seemed to be smiling on them. But Jean's father could not tolerate the
idea of their romance and, unbeknownst to Jean, reported Annette’s Jewish identity

to the Gestapo. After she was arrested and deported to Auschwitz, Jean was driven to
despair by her disappearance and his father’s responsibility for it. A quintessential state-
ment on love and romance in wartime, this riveting drama is based on actual events
recounted in the book Dénoncer les Juifs sous IOccupation (Informing on Jews during the
Occupation) by Laurent Joly.

The Monkey House

NH Premiere

In-Theater: Sunday, April 14,
1:00 PM
Red River Theatres, Concord, NH

Virtual Screening:
April 14-April 21, 2024

Director: Avi Nesher

Drama, 2023, Israel

128 minutes

Hebrew, Italian with English subtitles

Amir Haddad, a Palestinian filmmaker, stumbles upon a complex scam concocted by
Amitai Kariv, a left-wing Israeli novelist, and Margo Mai, a fast-talking young wom-
an who is writing Kariv's biography. Haddad considers this encounter fodder for a
docu-thriller rife with passion and deceit. But Kariv, not a nemesis to be taken lightly,
takes exception to Haddad's investigation, and Margo Mai seems to be playing both
sides. When narratives collide, truth is an immediate victim.

The Way to
Happiness

NH Premiere

In-Theater: Sunday, April 7,
10:00 AM
Nugget Theaters, Hanover, NH

Virtual Screening:
April 14-April 21, 2024

Director: Nicolas Steil

Drama/Comedy, 2023, Belgium, France,
Luxembourg

115 minutes

Yiddish, German, French with

English subtitles

Saul Bimbaum is an aspiring film producer who owns a popular cinema-themed deli
in 1986 Brussels. While helping a young Chilean refugee to write and direct the story
of his childhood, Satl unexpectedly falls in love and is forced to confront his past as a
“hidden child"who escaped the Holocaust, traveling from Vienna to Brussels with the
Kindertransport at age 6.

6 48 - hour viewing window after unlock of virtual films.



Thank You to Our 2024 Festival Sponsors !,f?

New Hampshire
State Council on the Arts

Supported in part by a grant from the New Hampshire State Council on the Arts and the National Endowment for the Arts.
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Anonymous (2) Pam Grich and Louis Fink Northeast Broadcasting
Barry and Honorow Attomeys at Law Grinley Creative Julia and Ido Preis
Maryellen and Mark Biletch The Harbor Group Barbara and Barry Scotch
CCA Global Partners Nancy and Richard Kudler Temple Beth Abraham
Cohen Center for Holocaust & Genocide Studies Rachel Kurshan Tulley Automotive Group
at Keene State College Ledgewood Wealth Advisors, LLC
Roberta Brayer Roberta Gordenstein Marc Rubenson
C&SWholesale Grocers, Inc. Grasshoppers Lilianne Sznycer and Abner Taub
Congregation Ahavas Achim Arlene and Newton Kershaw Temple Adath Yeshurun
Devine, Millimet & Branch, PA Ruth Kleinfeld Temple Beth Jacob
Elm Grove Companies Andy and Norm Kushner TempleIsrael
Pamela and Luis Englander Lindner Dental Association Temple Israel Portsmouth Cultural Endowment Fund
Etz Hayim Synagogue Sedra Michaelson and Ronald Deeter Universal Car Service
Ann and Martin Fabian New Hampshire Print & Mail Upper Valley Jewish Community
Fairhurst & Cohen Tax Services, PLLC North End Properties Zvi & Debby Cohen Jewish Film Festival Fund
Flight Coffee Company Northeast Computer Services, LLC

Dorothy and David Goldstone Puritan Backroom Restaurant



PURCHASE TICKETS

Advance purchase for ALL screenings suggested:

+ Online at https://2024nhiff.eventive.org/welcome

+ Online at www.nhjewishfilmfestival.org

« By phone at 603-627-7679, Jewish Federation office, Monday-Friday, 9 AM-3 PM
*Additional tickets for in-theater screenings may be available at the door prior to the show.
**Tickets for virtual screenings are per household

FILM PASSES

ALL ACCESS

20-Ticket Package

(includes 20 tickets to be used for any in-theater or virtual film screenings)
$200 (5240 Value)

April 4 - April 14, Bonus Week: April 14 - April 21

ALL ACCESS

10-Ticket Package

(includes 10 tickets for any in-theater or virtual film screenings)
$100($120Value)

April 4 - April 14, Bonus Week: April 14 - April 21

ALL ACCESS

4-Ticket Package

(includes 4 tickets for any in-theater or virtual film screenings)
$44 (548 Value)

April 4 - April 14, Bonus Week: April 14 - April 21

VIRTUAL-ONLY PASS

8-Ticket Package

(includes 8 tickets for any virtual film screenings)
$90 (596 Value)

April 4 - April 14, Bonus Week: April 14 - April 21

INDIVIDUAL TICKETS

$12 per In-theater ticket (per person), April 4 - April 14

$12 per virtual ticket (per household), April 4 - April 14 and April 14 - April 21
$18 Opening Night Reception

GROUP RATES
Contact us via email at filmfest@jewishnh.org for groups of more than 10 people.

ACCESSIBILITY
All programs are handicap-accessible.

PARKING
Parking is available in public lots at all in-theater venues.

PHOTOGRAPHY & RECORDING

By attending an in-theater screening, you consent to be photographed, filmed, and/or
otherwise recorded, and that we may use such recordings for any lawful purposes,
including without limitation in our marketing materials.

THEATERS
3S Artspace
319Vaughan St., Portsmouth, NH 03801, 603-766-3330, www.3sarts.org

Jewish Federation of New Hampshire
273 South River Rd. #5, Bedford, NH 03110, 603-627-7679, www.jewishnh.org

Nugget Theaters
57 S Main St., Hanover, NH 03755, 603-643-2769, www.nugget-theaters.com/

Peterborough Community Theatre
6 School St., Peterborough, NH 03458, 603- 924-2255
www.pctmovies.com/

Red River Theatres
11S. Main St., Concord, NH 03301, 603-224-4600
www.redrivertheatres.org

The Rex Theatre
23 Amherst St., Manchester, NH 03101, 603-668-5588
www.palacetheatre.org/rex-theatre

Spotlight Room at the Palace
96 Hanover St,, Manchester NH 03101, 603 668-5588
https.//palacetheatre.org/venues/the-spotlight-room/

Southern New Hampshire University
Webster Hall: Mara Auditorium - Rm 110, 2546 North River Rd., Hooksett, NH 03106
603-645-9700, www.snhu.edu

2024 FESTI

Thursday, April 4, 5:15 PM
Opening Night Gala Reception
Spotlight Room at the Palace,
Manchester, NH

Thursday, April 4, 7:00 PM
Remembering Gene Wilder
Opening Night

The Rex Theatre, Manchester, NH

Sunday, April 7,10:00 AM
The Way to Happiness
Nugget Theaters, Hanover, NH

Sunday, April 7,3:00 PM

PJ Library Free Event

Hotel Transylvania

Jewish Federation of New Hampshire
Bedford, NH

Sunday, April 7,4:00 PM
Children of Nobody
SNHU Mara Auditorium, Hookset, NH

Sunday, April 7,6:30 PM
Special Free Event: The Boy
SNHU Mara Auditorium, Hookset, NH

Tuesday, April 9, 7:00 PM

All About the Levkoviches
Peterborough Community Theatre,
Peterborough, NH

and

3S Artspace, Portsmouth, NH

Tuesday, April 9, 7:00 PM
Bella!
SNHU Mara Auditorium, Hookset, NH

Wednesday, April 10, 7:00 PM
Children of Nobody
Nugget Theaters, Hanover, NH

Thursday, April 11, 7:00 PM
Call Me Dancer

Red River Theatres, Concord, NH
Sunday, April 14, 1:00 PM

The Monkey House
Red River Theatres, Concord NH

Sunday, April 14, 3:30 PM
Matchmaking
Red River Theatres, Concord NH

Sunday, April 14, 5:30 PM

| N :i \.. il
CHILDREN
NOBODY

e by B

Wrap Party Virtual Post-Film Virtual Screenings
Red River Theatres, Concord NH Discussions ,Eon|u1$4 W§$k
pril 14 -

. . Wednesday, April 10,
Virtual Screenings 7:00PM All About the Levkoviches

Rabbi on the Block Bella!

April 4 - April 21 Live Zoom discussion with

Thz foIIowingpﬁIms will be available Rasbﬁgm:: SMc:rs]zgseh ;nd Cal,l Me Dancer

for 18 days, except 999 (see below).  director Brad Rothschild Children Of_NObOdy
999: The Forgotten Girls of Matchmaking

the Holocaust The Boy

(only available April 11— April 14) The Monkey House
Home The Way to Happiness

Rabbi on the Block

The Story ofAnnetteZeIman After film is unlocked, you have

48 hours to screen.

After film is unlocked you have 48
hours to screen.
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Film Festival Schedule

continued from page 1

with something for each member of the
family to enjoy. Additionally, the PJ Li-
brary will have a special screening of the
film Hotel Transylvania at the Federation
Office on Sunday, April 7 at 3 PM. One of
our virtual events will also have a post-
film discussion on Zoom with the film’s
star and director while another in-theater
event will have a special pre-recorded dis-
cussion. Both of these will be moderated
by Film Festival Committeec Members.

The Film Festival is supported by the
Jewish Federation of New Hampshire, a
grant from the New Hampshire State
Council on the Arts, numerous corporate
sponsors, and many Friends of the Festi-
val. We extend a huge thank you once
again. Without the generous support of
these folks, we would be unable to offer
this incredible cultural program.

Thursday, April 4: Wine and Hors
d’Oeuvre Reception and Opening Night at
the Rex in Manchester!

Nt & A ~

To kick off our Festival, we will return
to the Rex Theatre in Manchester on
Thursday, April 4. A part of the re-
nowned Palace Theatre, The Rex will
host our opening night film Remember-
ing Gene Wilder. Before the screening be-
gins at 7 PM, we will host a Gala Recep-
tion in the Spotlight Room at The Palace
beginning at 5:15 PM. Tickets for these
events are separate.

The film details the life and career of
the comic genius Gene Wilder, who was
born in Milwaukee in 1933 to Jewish im-
migrants and grew up attending an Or-
thodox synagogue. Known for his col-
laborations with Mel Brooks and Rich-
ard Pryor, as well as the title role in Willy
Wonka and the Chocolate Factory, the
documentary reveals unique aspects of

Wilder’s life that span his career and his
retirement in Connecticut, where he dab-
bled in painting and writing. Additional-
ly, for the first time since his death in
2016, intimate details of Wilder’s battle
with Alzheimer’s disease and his life with
wife Karen Boyer Webb after Gilda Rad-
ner’s death are documented. A beautiful
tribute to a celebrated artist, this film has
something for everyone. We hope you
will join us for this exciting night as we
celebrate our kickoft!

Sunday, April 7: Two films and a short
feature in two New Hampshire locations

On Sunday morning at 10 AM, we are
pleased to head to Nugget Theaters in
Hanover, a new location this year, for a
screening of The Way to Happiness. A
“dramedy” at its finest, this film takes au-
diences to Brussels in 1986 where an as-
piring filmmaker named Saul Birnbaum
operates a popular cinema-themed deli.
In the midst of helping a young refugee
from Chile tell the story of his childhood,
Saul unexpectedly falls in love and is
forced to face the baggage of escaping
the Holocaust as a “Kindertransport”
from Vienna to Brussels at the age of six.
Making its Granite State premiere, this
film is sure to delight all audiences!

Later that day at 4 PM, the Mara Au-
ditorium on the campus of Southern
New Hampshire University in Hooksett
will once again welcome our Festival
with a screening of the Israeli film Chil-
dren of Nobody, which also makes its
New Hampshire premiere. A fascinating
tale of at-risk youth who rely on the
kindness of surrogate mother Margalit
who has provided refuge to young boys
in the outskirts of Tel Aviv for many
years, this movie tells the story of Mar-
galit’s right-hand man Jackie as he is
forced to step up to the plate amidst trag-
edy. A tale of corruption, tough love, and
courage, this film was inspired by a true
story and gives voice to those who often
go unnoticed.

Children of Nobody will screen again
on Wednesday, April 10 at 7 PM at the
Nugget Theaters in Hanover. Following
that film, there will be a special free
screening at 6:30 PM of the short feature
The Boy, an Israeli piece about a father
and son who live on a kibbutz near the

Gaza Strip. Made by Yahav Winner, who
was killed by Hamas terrorists on his kib-
butz in Southern Israel on October 7, this
event will be free to honor the memory
of those killed by Hamas, as well as those
who survived, including Winner’s wife
Shaylee and baby daughter Shaya who
were rescued after 27 hours with no food
or shelter. Come see this incredible piece
that is timely and relevant.

Tuesday, April 9: Two films in three lo-
cations to bring the very best to all corners
of the Granite State

All About the Levkoviches, a fascinating
Hungarian drama, will be presented at
both the Peterborough Community The-
atre and Portsmouth’s 3S Artspace at 7
PM on Tuesday, April 9. We are excited
to return to 3S for the second year in a
row and to treat Peterborough audiences
to one of our films for the first time in
several years. Making its New Hamp-
shire premiere, All About the Levkoviches
tells the story of Tamas, a curmudgeonly
boxing coach whose estranged son Ivan
has been on the outs with his father for
many years. After the unexpected death of
the family matriarch, Ivan, now an Ortho-
dox citizen of Israel, returns to his child-
hood home with his own son Ariel to sit
shiva. What follows is a journey of con-
fronting past trauma and reconciling de-
spite differences. This intergenerational
film is sure to delight all of our filmgoers!

Manchester area audiences will be able
to attend another screening at SNHU that
same night of the new documentary film
Bella! Detailing the audacious life, leader-
ship, and career of Bella Abzug from her
1970 entrance to Congress, mayoral and
Senate bids, and battles with the Nixon
White House, CIA, FBI, and New York
Times, Abzug’s change agency shattered
the glass ceiling before that term likely ex-
isted. Renowned for her trademark hat
and Bronx charm, Abzug battled the es-
tablishment for equality, civil rights, LG-
BTQ+ protections, and so much more.
Director Jeff L. Lieberman traces her
amazing life with never-before-seen home
movies, audio recordings, and rediscov-
ered footage to depict Abzug’s colorful life
and huge ambition. For anyone who en-
joyed Abzug’s focus on the miniseries
Mrs. America a few years back, where the

inimitable Margot Martindale played her,
this is sure to add another layer to her in-
credible leadership.

Thursday, April 11 and Sunday, April

14: The Jewish Film Festival returns to
Red River Theatres in Concord

ANCER

CALL ME B

Our Festival concludes with a return to
Red River Theatres, a premiere indepen-
dent arthouse cinema in downtown Con-
cord who have sponsored and partnered
with us since we began in 2009. We start at
Red River on Thursday, April 11 at 7 PM
with the documentary Call Me Dancer.
The amazing story of Manish, a Mumbai-
based hip hop dancer, and Yehuda, an Is-
raeli-American ballet teacher, this tale of
hope, hard work, and heartache shows
how both of these men make a huge trans-
formation as they embark on new jour-
neys of excitement and promise. This
screening will feature a pre-recorded post-
film discussion with director Leslie Sham-
paine and subject Yehuda Ma’or, as well
as a chance to schmooze after the movie.

To close out our in-theater events, we
will show two films on Sunday, April 14
at Red River. First will be a 1 PM screen-
ing of The Monkey House, an Israeli dra-
ma that traces a Palestinian filmmaker
who comes upon a scam by a left-wing
Israeli novelist and his young biographer.
The three parties come together in a fas-
cinating manner in which the colliding

Film Schedule continued on page 20
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Film Schedule

continued from page 19

narratives cause truth to be called into
question immediately.

At 3:30 PM, our final in-theater film of
the Festival will be Matchmaking, a hi-
larious comedy from Israel about Moti
Bernstein, a Yeshiva student who has
much going for him in background,
looks, and intelligence. While searching
for a wife, he meets the créme de la créme
of the Orthodox world, but falls for the
girl he cannot have. Going against all
convictions, Moti forces himself to put
aside his values and take an incredibly
unusual approach to follow his fate. Who
will win—the system, or his inner desire?
This is one you will not want to miss, es-
pecially since we will also have a Festival
Wrap Party immediately following at
5:30 PM with a spread of delicious food
made by our volunteers.

Four films available to screen virtually,
plus a Zoom discussion on April 10

Three of the four virtual films will be
available to screen at any time from April
4 to 21. Our virtual platform, Eventive,
once again allows folks to access our
films from all over the state. As in years

Free and confidential
Emergency financial assistance
Aging and eldercare issues
Lifeline devices

Linkage and Referral

_ SERVICE PROGRAM
603-627-7679

Y/

At & Entertainment

past, once you begin screening a title, it
must be finished within 48 hours. Our
website also provides details about geo-
graphic restrictions and how to navigate
the Eventive platform. Here is a bit of
information about each of the four vir-
tual films.

The film 999: The Forgotten Girls of the
Holocaust will only be available from
April 11 to 15. A documentary by Heath-
er Dune Macadam, this film presents the
previously untold story of 999 forgotten
women of the Holocaust. In March 1942,
when nearly one thousand young Jewish
women were deported to Auschwitz, there
was also a small group who survived
against all odds. Rather than focusing on
the suffering and death experienced by
most, Macadam tells the stories of this
small group over three horrific years. This
film contains deep research and vivid de-
tail to ensure that these women will no
longer be a historical footnote.

Home is yet another one of our Israeli
titles making its New Hampshire debut
during this year’s Festival. When a young
and newly married Orthodox man’s
dream of opening a computer store in an
ultra-Orthodox section of Jerusalem be-
comes a violent nightmare, he is the exis-
tential threat of the neighborhood. The

Jewish Federation

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

conflict eventually enters his home and
puts his marriage to the test, turning his
world upside down and causing the real-
ity of his own freedom to come into
question, as well.

RED SHIELD PICTURES
presents

Rabbi

Featuring
TAMAR MANASSEH

Directed by
BRAD ROTHSCHILD

We are pleased to also offer the docu-
mentary Rabbi on the Block in our virtual
line-up. Chicago-based activist Rabbi
Tamar Manasseh tells her own story of
bridging the gap between the African-
American and Jewish communities of the
South Side. Focusing on overcoming
fear, misunderstanding, and a lack of
open communication, Manasseh’s jour-
ney as a spiritual and community leader
brings people of all backgrounds and
races together to help revitalize the alli-
ance of African-Americans and Jews.
Her approach to activist-based Judaism
also shows her desire to take religion into
the streets and beyond the walls of the
synagogue. Manasseh and the film’s di-
rector Brad Rothschild will join the New
Hampshire community on Zoom for a
post-film discussion in the evening of
Wednesday, April 10 at 7 PM. We hope
you are able to watch the film virtually

SAVE

and then join us in time for what is bound
to be an eye-opening chat.

Finally, The Story of Annette Zelman
will close out our virtual title offerings.
Bringing to light the tragic love story of
Annette Zelman and Jean Jausion, this
riveting drama is based on a true story as
told in a book by Laurent Joly. When their
affair was denounced to the Gestapo in
Nazi-occupied Paris by Jean’s father, who
could not tolerate Annette’s Jewish iden-
tity, Jean was driven to despair by his fa-
ther’s actions. A statement on the dangers
of love in wartime, Annette and Jean’s
fateful romance from their time as stu-
dents at a French art school to Annette’s
deportation to Auschwitz is well chroni-
cled in this dramatic movie.

Bonus week from April 14 to 21

Additionally, we are offering a “bonus
week” from April 14 to 21, during which
eight of the in-theater films will be avail-
able to stream virtually for those who
were unable to attend in person. Note
that Remembering Gene Wilder will not
be available to screen virtually. We hope
you will consider signing up for one of
these titles if you are unable to attend the
in-theater screening due to timing, loca-
tion, or conflict.

Join us!

See our “Schedule at a Glance” on the
back page in this edition of The Reporter
to make plans for attending our Festival.
Our box office is open! You can purchase
Festival tickets for all screenings. For tick-
et information and movie trailers, visit
www.nhjewishfilmfestival.org. We encour-
age you to extend the invitation to friends
as well! If you’ve been wondering how you
can donate to our Film Festival, we are
glad to invite you to become a Friend of
the Festival! We welcome any donation no
matter the size. You may donate online at
www.jewishnh.org.

We cannot wait to see you at the movies!

The 16th Annual New Hampshire Jewish Film Festival

APRIL 4 t014,2024

Presented by the Jewish Federation of NH
www.nhjewishfilmfestival.com
@ Jewish
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BOOk ReView Reviewed by Merle Carrus

The Only Daughter

The Only Daughter, written by A.B.
Yehoshua, is the story of a young girl
living with her parents and grandpar-
ents in Italy.

Rachele Luzzato is preparing for her
upcoming Bat Mitzvah with an Israeli
Rabbi who has come to Italy to teach.
She is also being asked to play the part
of the “Mother of G-D” in the school’s
Christmas play. The teacher says Rach-
ele would be perfect for the part because
of her skin tone and curly hair. Her fa-
ther refuses to let her participate in the
play. Her maternal grandparents are
Catholic, though her grandmother de-
scribes herself as “a devout atheist who
is nonetheless careful not to sabotage
the Jewish faith of her only granddaugh-
ter.” Her paternal grandfather, mean-
while, survived the Holocaust masquer-
ading as a priest. Her father was born as
the war was ending in a small Italian vil-
lage, brought into the world by a Nazi-
sympathizing doctor, who nonetheless
saved the mother and baby’s lives.

Throughout
the novel runs a
thread about the
19th-century
Italian novel
“Cuore?”
(“Heart”), by
Edmondo  De
Amicis. This
book had special
significance  in
Yehoshua’s  life
and he interweaves the stories in this book
to emphasize the points he is trying to im-
press upon the reader. There are so many
topics in this novel to analyze and ponder.

Avraham B. Yehoshua, known com-
monly as A.B. Yehoshua, was an Israeli
novelist and playwright. Yehoshua
wrote eleven novels, three books of
short stories, four plays, and four collec-
tions of essays. His works have been
translated and published in 28 countries;
many have been adapted for film, televi-
sion, theatre, and opera.

- Review your favorite

PJ Our Way book -
for The Reporter! e

Do you have a favorite P) Our Way book?
Something you just couldn't put down

Purim Crossword

ACross

5. The villain of the Puriem spiel
6. The clever Jewish heroine of the story

Down
1. what we wear on Purim today

2. The queen who refuses Ahasuerus' demand

3. what is drank on Purim

4. The month that we celebrate Purim

NEW HAMPSHIRE JEWISH FILM FESTIVAL

MOVIE CLUB:
The Frisco Kid (1979)

American Western comedy film
directed by Robert Aldrich,
starring Gene Wilder as Avram
Belinski, a Polish rabbi who is
traveling to San Francisco, and
Harrison Ford as a bank robber
who befriends him.

SUNDAY
MARCH 3, 2024
3PM

Red River Theatre,
11 South Main Street,

or that you think EVERYONE should read?

Tell us all about it!

Send your reviews to
Dinah.Berch@jewishnh.org
or email for details & question prompts.
We'll publish your review in
upcoming issues of The Reporter
and on Facebook!
T
Wy
P1 Qur Wy sends FREE Jirwigh riddla-grads books o
kids sgus 9 through 12 Sign up 8% plounway crgleniad

Concord, NH

$10/ticket - space limited
Stay after to shmooze in the lobby!

€ 603-627-7679
@ https://bit.ly/JENHFriscoKid

info@jewishnh.org

See what’s happening in the community at www.jewishnh.org
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Dr. Milton Zweig

Etz Hayim, in commemoration of Yom
HaShoah, is pleased to have a screening of
Regina Jonas: The First Female Rabbi
That was Almost Forgotten, along with a
discussion led by Dr. Milton Zweig, the
great-grandson of Minna. Please mark
your calendars for Sunday, May 5 at
6:00pm at Etz Hayim Synagogue in Der-
ry, NH, and please RSVP to: office@
etzhayim.org.

When my father, his brother, and my
grandparents fled Berlin due to the in-
creasing antisemitism and difficulties of
living in Nazi Germany, they left my
great grandmother Minna behind. Yes,
they left her behind—to basically fend
for herself, and to navigate through the
horrible atrocities that faced the Berlin
Jews. She was alone. She was elderly. She
may have had a few friends that helped

“Jewich Qaw%eﬂf

Rabbi Regina Jonas: The First Female Rabbi

her get her ra-
tions after they
were able to pro-
cure their own.

She made her
own decision to
stay behind.

Needless  to
say, she was even-
tually among
those rounded up
by the Nazis and
eventually  sent
away to Terezin,
and the death
camp known as Theresienstadt, where
she died from illness on January 24, 1943.
Prior to her death she was housed in the
decrepit barracks reserved for the elderly
women. They had limited protection
from the elements, and only each other
for solace. The stench of death permeat-
ed the air.

Enter Rabbi Regina Jonas, the first fe-
male rabbi. She was from Berlin, as well,
and was also rounded up and shipped off
to Theresienstadt and housed at the
women’s barracks. She continued her
habit of providing comfort and soothing
conversation to the other ladies held
there, and most likely said a final kaddish

for those that passed away (which was of-
ten). I, the great-grandson of Minna,
can’t prove that she crossed paths with
Rabbi Jonas, but it gives me comfort in
knowing that Minna probably had a con-
versation or two with the rabbi ... or
quite possibly, had kaddish said over her
body on that cold January day in 1943.

Howard Brodsky

continued from page 9

much to the greater Manchester commu-
nity, while sparking meaningful interna-
tional progress, makes Howard a very de-
serving Citizen of the Year. The Greater
Manchester Chamber is proud to gather
the business community on April 4th in
recognition of Howard’s efforts,” said
Heather McGrail, President & CEO of
the Greater Manchester Chamber.
Howard Brodsky will be recognized as
the Citizen of the Year at the Greater

Manchester Chamber’s Citizen of the
Year Celebration, presented by Elliot
Health System, on Thursday, April 4,
2023, at 5 p.m. For more information,
please visit www.manchester-chamber.
org/citizen-of-the-year-celebration. Spon-
sorship of this event makes it possible for
the Manchester community to celebrate
Brodsky, spread his message of integrity
and service, and will support the Cham-
ber’s mission to strengthen our business
community. For more information about
sponsorships and table sales, email spon-
sorship@manchesterchamber.org.

Don't know whom to turn to?

JENH can help.

-y

- _
JENH's consulting social worker

_ referral,

e Food and shelter

* Unemployment

» Medical and drug costs

» Spousal, parental, or child abuse

) HOP!

invite families with children 0-5 (siblings

#_ = Drug or alcohol addiction
e Mental health
' e Children with learning, physical, and/or
emotional disabilities
- » Senior care/dementia
» |egal aid, incarceration, police matters

All calls and assistance are |
confidential.

welcome) to celebrate Shabbat morning together.
Each month at a different location!

Stories, Singing, and Blessings followed by a
Kiddie Kiddush

Saturday, March 16th, 2024
10AM
Temple Israel, Portsmouth

Registration Required
Scan QR code or visit https://forms.gle/d6TuUMMbK8Toev4iC7

FLibrary

e
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Temple Israel

Portsmouth, New Hampshire

)
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Rabbi Jan Katz of Temple B’nai Israel
(TBI) in Laconia recently traveled to Isra-
el on a solidarity mission with the Central
Conference of American Rabbis (CCAR),
the Reform Rabbinic leadership organiza-
tion. Rabbi Katz joined 39 Reform rabbis
from all over the US, and one from Zu-
rich, to connect with the reality and chal-
lenges during this current crisis. The win-
tery rainy weather experienced during the
visit was a prophetic backdrop to the tears
shed and the somber mood. The itinerary
was designed to offer solidarity to Israelis,
by meeting with those who have been di-
rectly affected by October 7 and those
who are working so very hard to provide
services to IDF soldiers and the hundreds
of thousands of displaced Israelis. The fo-
cus of the mission was on the daily strug-
gles faced by Israel—from hostages to
military strategies to humanitarian aid, to
the economy, to survivors, to short and
long-term trauma, to Israel’s stance on the
world stage, and so much more. Rabbi
Katz created a journal of her experiences
through daily emails of her thoughts, trav-
els, and musings. “This will be an oppor-
tunity to ensure that I remember the de-
tails of this trip and to truly "bear wit-
ness," she wrote in an email to friends and
family before leaving for the mission.

Rabbi Katz began her journal on the El
Al flight from JFK airport on January
24th. “The captain’s usual introductory
message at the beginning of the flight in-
cluded a prayer at the end for IDF soldiers
and a passionate call to bring them home.”
She also noted that “the inflight magazine
(is) dedicated to efforts to help those in
need during this crisis, and the emptiness
of an otherwise busy airport terminal
with posters of the hostages lining the exit
ramp. El Al has also modified its logo ev-

“Jewich Qaw%@ﬁf

Temple B’nai Israel of Laconia Rabbi Jan Katz

Reports on the Solidar

erywhere to feature ‘#Bring Them Home.’
The country is truly mobilized everywhere
and by everyone.”

Before meeting with the CCAR mission
group on January 28th, Rabbi Katz had
the opportunity to visit with family and
close friends sharing in their daily strug-
gles and challenges. “I continue to ques-
tion (along with most Israelis not on the
front) what is fact and what is fiction in all
we read and watch on the news. I can say
that all I have heard from Israelis since my
arrival, whether “left” or “right,” is that
they are living through a nightmare, and
“first returning of hostages, then decom-
posing Hamas, then we’ll talk.”

The group set out on Monday morning
with a visit to Hostage Square in Tel Aviv.
For Rabbi Katz it was “a day of contrasts,
fluctuating emotions, and uncomfortable
conversations — exactly what this mission is
all about!” From Tel Aviv the group trav-

ANNOUNCING OUR

CAR Donation Program

) * Free pick-up
* Tax receipt given
* No smog required JﬁWiSh Federation

TURNING CARS INTO CARE

@

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

To Donate, Call Today Toll Free

866-985-4483

eled to Haifa. “On the way, we experienced
our first RED ALERT as 10 rockets fell on
south Tel Aviv.” During their time in Haifa
the group visited Beit Hagefen, an “Arab
Jewish Culture Center dedicated to plural-
ism and respectful discourse between those
of diverse faiths and cultures” and the Leo
Baeck Center, “a massive campus com-
prising a school with 2500 students, K-12,
and a Community Garden that received an
award for the best of 130 vetted interna-
tional interfaith projects by the Austrian
government. The purpose of the garden is
to bring Arab and Jewish families together
and get to know each other. Their philoso-
phy is slightly different from Beit HaGe-
fen, relying more on the power of friend-
ship to bridge differences.”

From Haifa the group began their jour-
ney to Jerusalem traveling first to Kibbutz
Mishmar Ha’Emek, where “the majority
of families evacuated from Kibbutz
Nachal Oz have been temporarily settled.
Nachal Oz, on the northern Gaza border,

ity Mission to Israel

AT,

[T

established in 1953 and home before Oc-
tober 7 to 450 people, was sadly overrun
by the Hamas terrorists.” Rabbi Jan’s jour-
nal describes the “nitty gritty details” of
this horror by two survivors of the hei-
nous attack, the terror they experienced
and the uncertain aftermath. They also
had the opportunity to hear from Reform
Rabbi Yael Vurgan, who travels between
kibbutzim in the Southern tier of Israel.
“As she spoke to us today, she just sits
with the survivors and listens. She has no
words. She is also broken, having officiat-
ed for two-to-three funerals a day for the
first two weeks.” Following this emotional
encounter, they visited a small settlement,
Shohan, where they met with reform Rab-
bi Rinat Tzefania whose congregation
prepares and delivers meals for soldiers a
few days a week, allowing the group to
participate in the project giving them the
chance to add their collective efforts to
support the IDF.

The dreary weather continued as they
entered Jerusalem, a normally vibrant city
now eerily devoid of the usual crowds,
noise, and excitement. The group visited
the historical Jewish Agency for Israel,
and the newly opened National Library

Rabbi Jan Katz continued on page 26
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By Michele Bank

Manchester Hadassah members are
busy planning future meetings/events.
Temple Israel will host the chapter's an-
nual Hadassah Shabbat Service on Fri-
day evening, March 15 at 6pm. The Tem-
ple is located at 66 Salmon Street in
Manchester. Rabbi Marc Philippe will
lead chapter members in a special Hadas-
sah Havdalah Shabbat Service. Chapter
members will participate and a Shabbat
dinner will follow.

At the next book club meeting on

Wednesday, March 27, 2024, Marriage of

Opposites by Alice Hoffman will be dis-
cussed over lunch, location TBD. Please
contact Helen Arnold at helenarnold@
comcast.net if you plan on attending.
The next Chapter meeting will be on
Thursday, April 4, 2024 at 1:00 PM. The

Zsrael Uews and Evenis

Hadassah Opens the Doors of the Gandel Rehabilitation Center

address is 1400 Front Street, Manchester.
The topic for discussion will be a follow-up
to the Jewish superstition discussion from
the last meeting. We will be talking about
Jewish amulets. You are welcome to join us.

Work on the new ad/membership book
is under way. A mailing was sent out to
membership to solicit ads for this edi-
tion. Listings start as low as $10.00.

The chapter members are planning its
annual fundraising brunch that will be held
on Sunday, June 23 at the Manchester
Country Club. The committee is planning
another fun event with musical entertain-
ment and delicious food. 50-year members
will be honored and there will also be a si-
lent auction. If you have new items to do-
nate for the auction, please contact Mi-
chele Bank at michele.bank@gmail.com.

In Hadassah news, Hadassah represen-
tatives welcomed the first patients into

the Gandel Rehabilitation Center at Ha-
dassah Hospital Mount Scopus on Janu-
ary 15, part of a phased opening of the
new facility. Its opening is possible due to
large scale fundraising by Hadassah. The
initial 12 patients in the War-Wounded
Department will have the opportunity to
heal using state-of-the-art equipment.

"The first patients, all of whom were
wounded in the war begin their journey in
the new center in a designated department
with advanced equipment and systems
that were built and installed especially for
them," said Prof. Yoram Weiss, Director
General of the Hadassah Medical Organi-
zation. Dalia Itzik, Chair of the Hadassah
Medical Organization's Board of Direc-
tors, led the hospital in its effort "to estab-
lish a rehabilitation center that would op-
erate at the highest standards, in line with
leading centers in the world..."

/e

"Today we made history," Itzik said.
"The opening of the first ward at the re-
habilitation center is nothing less than a
national event that will change the reha-
bilitation map in Israel." The center will
offer a host of special treatments along
with physical and occupational therapy,
physiotherapy, hydrotherapy, and respi-
ratory and orthopedic rehabilitation.
There will be a PTSD center and rehabili-
tation for neurological problems caused
by brain, spinal cord, and nervous sys-
tem injuries. This is a freestanding struc-
ture with a separate entrance. The new
center will enable rehabilitation patients
to come and go without having to pass
through the hospital.

For additional information about Ha-
dassah or any of the chapter’s upcoming
meetings/events, please contact Michele
Bank at michele.bank@gmail.com.

ocent Evenis

New Project from JIMENA Will Help Day Schools
Embrace Sephardi & Mizrahi Culture and Families

By Jason Edelstein

A toolkit offers content and strategies
for schools to evolve from Ashkenazi-dom-
inant spaces, help all students reach full
academic potential.

Feb. 9, 2024 — A new toolkit aims to
help Jewish day schools become more in-
clusive to Sephardi and Mizrahi students,
families, and communities. Developed by
JIMENA: Jews Indigenous to the Middle
East and North Africa, with the support
of a Signature Grant from the Covenant
Foundation, the Sephardi & Mizrahi Ed-
ucation Toolkit is the first-ever compre-
hensive guide with content, resources, and
strategies to help schools shape cultures
and curricula that both welcome and re-
flect Sephardi and Mizrahi Jewish life.

“Everyone in a school community plays
a role in shaping a day school's education-
al experiences, in and out of the class-
room.” says Elana Riback Rand, Editor
of the Sephardi & Mizrahi Education
Toolkit. “While our schools have become
more diverse, many day schools have long
been rooted in Ashkenazi culture and do
not yet reflect the full diversity of the Jew-
ish people. Broadening the curricular
scope of Jewish experiences will help more
students and families feel represented and

valued, and students will then be better set
up for academic success.”

Pew Research Center’s study of Jewish
Americans in 2020 reports that only 66%
of Jewish Americans identify as Ashke-
nazi, yet many Jewish day schools and
informal educational programs are strug-
gling to meet the needs of increasingly
diverse student bodies. Adaptations and
adoptions of ancient Sephardic pedago-
gies and worldviews into modern educa-
tional spaces can naturally help Jewish
schools become more inclusive of all stu-
dents, including those who are ethnically
and culturally diverse, JIMENA notes.

The toolkit first provides tools for a full
school assessment, then provides resourc-
es and strategies covering Arts and Music
Education, Jewish History, Tefillah, Israel,
STEM, guest speakers, events, and more.
In addition to day school teachers, there
are specific resources for guidance staff,
lay leaders, programming staff, school
leaders, families, and others. With this
support, educators and institutional lead-
ers can shift away from a monolithic nar-
rative of American Jewry, and embrace a
multilayered, multicultural view of Ameri-
can Jewish communal and religious life.

“School leaders can ask basic questions
to help unpack their dominant culture,”
adds Ty Alhadeff, IMENA's Director of

Education, Sephardi Leadership Institute.
“What Israeli artists do students learn
about? What melodies are used in Tefil-
lah? How are holiday programs struc-
tured? To meet the needs of Jewish fami-
lies today—and to celebrate our history
and People in their entirety—schools must
embrace this type of change.”

Research indicates that when students
feel they belong in a school environment,
they are more likely to demonstrate aca-
demic achievement, academic motiva-
tion, and resilience. Developing a school
culture that recognizes and celebrates
students’ diverse backgrounds can en-
hance students’ sense of school belong-
ing and the feeling that they are valued.
This inclusion toolkit provides day
school educators with guidance and re-
sources to create learning environments
that respond to the cultural, religious,
and social-emotional needs of Sephardi
and Mizrahi students and families.

“There are broad stroke strategies in
here but also very concrete curricular rec-
ommendations and policy suggestions,”
Adds Sarah Levin, Executive Director of
JIMENA. “Taken together, schools will
be able to provide students with a more
expansive and more accurate under-
standing of Jews throughout the world
and in the United States in particular.”

Simchas

Weco
to the World,
Rayna Fae Berch

The Jewish Federation of New Hamp-
shire would like to wish Mazal Tov to
our Program Coordinator Dinah Berch
and her family on the birth of Rayna
Fae Berch. Born January 23, 2024, mea-
suring 17.5 inches and 41bs 90z.

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS
Tell Them You Saw Their
Ad in The Reporter!
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JFNH Tributes

Received by February 10, 2024

In Memory of Abraham and Shirley — Claudia and David Ferber
In support of the Tracy Richmond and Mara Friedman advocacy trip to
Washington, DC — Rabbi Peter and Kerry Rubinstein

How to submit
an obituary

The Reporter publishes obituaries for
any member of the community, past
or present, for a $36 fee. Please send
obituaries and one photo, if desired,
as a separate jpg attachment to there-
porter@jewishnh.org or to the office
along with payment at: JFNH, 273
South River Road, Unit #5, Bedford,
NH 03110.

Simchas

New! B’nai mitzvah, engagement, wed-
ding or new baby in the family? Share
your happiness with the community
with a notice in the Reporter's new
Simchas section. Your $36 payment
will support JFNH's nonprofit mis-
sion. Submit a short notice and photo
to  thereporter@jewishnh.org  or
JFNH, 273 South River Road, Unit

#5, Bedford, NH 03110.

When submitting a Letter to the Editor, please include your name, town of
residence, and contact information. Letters to the Editor must be under 300
words in length to be considered for publication. Send your letter by email to
the reporter@jewishnh.org with “letter to the editor” in the subject line.

Rabbi Jan Katz

continued from page 24

of Israel. The Jewish Agency for Israel has
been in existence “since 1929, working to
secure a vibrant Jewish future for genera-
tions to come.” During this current crisis,
the agency is actively providing vital fi-
nancial aid and long-term rehabilitative
support to survivors and the families of
those murdered, kidnapped, and missing.

Rabbi Katz was particularly impressed
by the new National Library of Israel, an
imposing edifice located across the street
from the Knesset in Jerusalem. According
to the National Library’s website, “Here
you can find the greatest, most important
cultural treasures of Israeli society and
the Jewish People.” The library has been
“entrusted with the sacred duty of culti-
vating and preserving the collective mem-
ory of the Jewish people and the State of
Israel, in the aftermath of the terrible
events of Simchat Torah/October 7 and
the ongoing war.” The documentation
project is supported by the Israeli Minis-
try of Heritage and by additional partners
in Israel and in the Jewish world.

The last day, Shabbat, February 3, be-
gan by attending services at Kehilat Har-
El, which was “established in 1958, and is
the founding congregation of the Israel
Movement for Reform and Progressive Ju-

daism.” The day continued with a presen-
tation by Orly Erez-Likhovski, head of the
Israel Religious Action Center (IRAC),
“the central address of Reform Judaism in
Israel which is fighting for justice and
equal rights for Reform Jews, women, Ar-
abs, all marginalized populations, etc.”
The mission concluded by a study session
with Professor Michael Marmur, PhD,
Professor of Theology at HUC (Hebrew
Union College) in Jerusalem, “teacher ex-
traordinaire, and mensch of the highest
degree. It was a fitting climax. For Mar-
mur, Palestinians are in dire straits right
now. They are no less human beings than
Jews are and they deserve what Jews de-
serve. That said, finding a reasonable strat-
egy and end to the present crisis has been
Israel’s greatest challenge since 1948.”

Rabbi Katz summed up the week in a
letter to TBI congregants - “It has been a
week of contrasts, in the voices of those
Israelis, both Arabs and Jews, who have
generously shared their time and pain
with us, in visual images of a country at
war, and even in the responses of my fel-
low 40 clergy who have been on this jour-
ney together.”

The journal can be read in its entirety
on the TBI website - Rabbi Jan's Daily
Journal from Israel - Temple B'nai Israel
(tbinh.org). Contact Rabbi Jan Katz at
rabbi@tbinh.org.

JFNH Tribute Cards:
A Double Mitzvah

Sending a tribute card from the Jewish Federation
of New Hampshire is one of the best ways to honor
someone for any simcha, e.g. birthday, anniversary,
bar/bat mitzvah. Itis also the perfect way to say
“Thank you” or to send your condolences.

Your JFNH tribute card serves double duty by
helping to support the vital programs serving the
New Hampshire Jewish Community.

All tributes will be listed in The Reporter.

Amount of Contribution:
d810 818

d Annual Campaign

Jd Friends of the Reporter

(A NH Jewish Film Festival

3 PJ] Library

d Senior Programs

d Shlichut (Israeli Emissary) Program

A Social Services

A Other:

Contribution: [_Jin honor [_J mmmemoryof  [Jon the occasion of

%36 QAOther$

Name of Tribute Card recipient

Address of Tribute Card recipient

Name of Sender

Address of Sender

Make your check payable to “Jewish Federation of NH”
and mail with this form to: Jewish Federation of NH
273 South River Road, #5, Bedford, NH 03110

See what’s happening in the community at
www.jewishnh.org
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Business & ?Vg%m’am/ Services

AUTOBODY REPAIR FINANCIAL SERVICES

Prestige Auto Body, Inc.
200 Frontage Road
"Factory Certified by MANY Manufactures"
www.prestigeab.com
603-669-0015

DENTAL SERVICES

GENERAL DENTISTRY

Sarah K. Katz
514 South Street
Bow NH, 03304
603-224-3151
office@bowfamilydentistry.com
www.bowfamilydentistry.com

PERSONAL INJURY LAW ra N

Probate Avoid & Simple Trust
" Stephen E. Borofsky Esq, Kéee! I)lfLJ you
gonnected

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERS

Daniel Cohen, CFP ®
Cohen Investment Advisors
264 South River Road, Suite 414
Bedford, NH 03110
(603) 232-8350
www.investwithcohen.com

Borofsky, Amodeo-Vickery & Bandazian, PA.
708 Pine Street, Manchester
(603) 625-6441
shorofsky@attorneysnh.com

jewishnh.org

Lindner Dental Associates
Pediatric, Ortho, Adult, Oral Surgery
72 South River Road
Bedford, NH 03110
603-624-3900
www.LindnerDental.com

Scohen@devinemillimet.com (603) 695-8504
Estate Planning Corp(oratt)a ResoluteRegItyNH.com 6N EWS
Business Disputes, Mergers & Acquisitions 195 McGregor St. Suite 325, Manchester
111 Amherst St., Manchester 0: 603-824-5794, ¢: 603-493-2026 8 /)

Alyse Savage, Broker/Owner
Resolute Realty Group, LLC
Opening Doors to your Future
Residential ~ Commercial ~ Business
ASavageRealtor@gmail.com

ATTORNEYS

Devine Millimet, PA.
Steven Gohen, Esq., LLM, CPA

GENERAL AND COSMETIC DENTISTRY

Elizabeth Sandler Spindel, DMD
Victoria Spindel Rubin, DMD
862 Union St., Manchester
(603) 669-9049
https://elizabethspindel.com

www.jewishnh.org

Advertise in
our Business &
Professional
Services Directory.

Call JFNH office at
603-627-7679
or contact our sales rep.

Michelle Harrison
(603) 437-0167
RunFree94@yahoo.com

A\ Delivering the 5-Star
y / Y ‘*\ ; Service You Deserve
(Ségw %\w W in the Mt. Washington
Valley & Western Maine.
COASTAL AND
LAKES & MOUNTAINS

KELLERWILLIAMS. REALTY

3641 White Mountain Hwy
North Conway NH 03860

Pesach is Coming!!

Reversible holiday/year-round aprons
for adults and children

Many Jewish-themed prints; coordinated prints on reverse.

[IAXR'TI2

Chef’s toque included with children’s apron.

www.FFFWorkWear.com
fff.workwear@gmail.com

978.270.5226

Super-fast shipping from New Hampshire!

m. 603-986-3123
e. suzielaskin@kw.com
0. 603-569-HOME x.5231

Each office is independently owned & operated. suzielaskin.com

Y

N YOU

NorthEa t

puter Servlces U

JAPANESE BISTRO

NE Tm:h ME Time, NE Ware =

Eric M. LaFleur
Jonathan E. Baron

Discover refreshing sushi and Asian-fusion cuisine in Southern NH!

150 Broad Street, #4
Nashua, NH 03063
(603) 882-8337

143 Essex Street, Suite 709 Phone: 978.373.1010

Haverhill, MA 01832 www.NECompServices.com http:/wWww.youyoubistro.com/. n
SUPPORT OUR Alan J Green, MD
Certified Mohel TR0 B

ADVERTISERS

Tell Them You
Saw Their Ad
inThe Reporter!

603-440-3444 www.mohelNH.com
Over 40 years of experience in New England
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In-Theater Events
164

V/’{/?/ (24444 /

Thursday, April 4,5:15 PM
Opening Night Gala Reception

e 2024 Spotlight Room at the Palace,
ol T gl F EST I V A L Manchester, NH

Thursday, April 4, 7:00 PM
Remembering Gene Wilder

Opening Night P AT A T e :
G LAN c E The Rex Theatre, Manchester, NH
o ALL ABOUT THE

Sunday, April 7, 10:00 AM oo EVKOU ES
The Way to Happiness o A o |
Nugget Theaters, Hanover, NH

Sunday, April 7, 3:00 PM

PJ Library Free Event

Hotel Transylvania
PURCHASE TICKETS Jewish Federation of New Hampshire
Advance purchase for ALL screenings suggested: Bedford, NH
« Online at https://2024nhjff.eventive.org/welcome Sunday, April 7,4:00 PM
« Online at www.nhjewishfilmfestival.org Children of Nobody
« By phone at 603-627-7679, Jewish Federation office, SNHU Mara Auditorium, Hookset, NH |

Monday-Friday, 9 AM-3 PM
*Additional tickets for in-theater screenings may be
vailable at the door prior to the show.
**Tickets for virtual screenings are per household

Sunda%/ , April 7,6:30 PM
Special Free Event: The Boy
SNHU Mara Auditorium, Hookset, NH

Tuesday, April 9, 7:00 PM

All About the Levkoviches
Peterborough Community Theatre,
Peterborough, NH

/1N
”? Supported in part by a grant from the
4 New Hampshire State Council on the Arts

New Hampshire

State Council on the arts  and the National Endowment for the Arts. and
EXECUTIVE PRODUCERS 3S Artspace, Portsmouth, NH
Jennifer s " MRide ':- Tuesday, Apr|I 9,7:00 PM
FISHBEIN E %REX Q) Bellal
Photography Bl YT HEATRE SNHU Mara Auditorium, Hookset, NH
6 “rvm m@ Wednesday, Erll 10,7:00 PM
LI WINDA —_-:-/ S e Children of No
Nugget Theaters, Hanover, NH
PRODUCERS
Thursday, April 11,7:00 PM
Call Me Dancer
. " e Bertha and Ken
38 ‘ Ap CGOHEN. l"'_ _!" Llr'tI'VACK Red River Theatres, Concord, NH
: EDRIVER =+ cbcre it Sunday, April 14, 1:00 PM
(L vceer “ﬁ HEATRES The Monkey House
Jg Ya" avired | *::“j: Red River Theatres, Concord NH
Hiiney Sunday, April 14,3:30 PM
FILM STARS Matchmaking
MENIEF  Peters Nashuo m lerqry Red River Theatres, Concord NH Viytual Post-FiIm ‘B’gﬁ?‘il V?,cereekenmgs
FILM FESTIVAL 10t = Sunday, April 14, 5:30 PM Discussions Sundav. April 14 -
Li Antisemitism and Holocaust Remembrance Wrap Party Wednesday, Aprll 10, Sund Yr Ap il 21
KOLODNEY | Divesityommittee - and Survivors Committee Red River Theatres, Concord NH 7:00PM unday, Apri
Jewish Federation of New Hampshire  Jewish ion of New Hampshi 4 . . .
Rabbi on the Block All About the Levkoviches

Virtual Screenings Live Zoom discussionwith  Beflgl

Rabbi Tamar Manasseh and Call Me Dancer

Sunday, April 21 director Brad Rothschild Children of Nobody

Anonymous (2) - Barry and Honorow Attorneys at Law « Maryellen and Mark Biletch .
CCA Global Partners - Cohen Center for Holocaust & Genocide Studies at Keene State College Thursd ay, Ap ril 4 -
Pam Grich and Louis Fink « Grinley Creative - The Harbor Group « Nancy and Richard Kudler

Rachel Kurshan - Ledgewood Wealth Advisors, LLC - Northeast Broadcasting The following films will be available Matchmaking
Julia and Ido Preis - Barbara and Barry Scotch - Temple Beth Abraham for18 days except 999 (see below). The Boy
Tulley Automotive Group 999: The Forgotten Girls of The Monkey House
el the Holocaust The Way to Happiness
Roberta Brayer - C&S Wholesale Grocers, Inc.  Congregation Ahavas Achim (only available April 11-April 14)
Devine, Millimet & Branch, PA « Elm Grove Companies « Pamela and Luis Englander Home After film is unlocked, you have
Etz Hayim Synagogue - Ann and Martin Fabian - Fairhurst & Cohen Tax Services, PLLC Rabbi on the Block 48 hours to screen.

Flight Coffee Company « Dorothy and David Goldstone  Roberta Gordenstein

Grasshoppers - Arlene and Newton Kershaw « Ruth Kleinfeld  Andy and Norm Kushner The StOry of Annette Zelman m
Lindner Dental Association - Sedra Michaelson and Ronald Deeter « New Hampshire Print m h F d
& Mail - North End Properties - Northeast Computer Services, LLC f JCW 1 S C 6 rat IOH

Puritan Backroom Restaurant- Marc Rubenson « Lilianne Sznycer and Abner Taub After filmis unlocked you have 43 OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
Temple Adath Yeshurun-Temple Beth Jacob « Temple Israel « Temple Israel Portsmouth hours to screen.
Cultural Endowment Fund  Universal Car Service « Upper Valley Jewish Community
Zvi & Debby Cohen Jewish Film Festival Fund
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