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A Summer of Connection, Celebration, and Community

There’s something special about sum-
mer in New Hampshire. Maybe it’s the
longer days, the lakes and campfires, or
the collective agreement that ice cream
somehow tastes better between June and
August. Whatever the reason, summer
has a way of bringing people together
and that sense of connection is at the
heart of Jewish community life across
our state this season.

One of the highlights of our summer
will be the Yom Ha’atzmaut “Israel Ba-
zaar” Festival on June 7 at Camp Tel
Noar. Inspired by the energy and spirit
of an Israeli shuk, the festival will feature
food, music, activities, community part-
ners, and opportunities for families and
friends to gather for a joyful and interac-
tive celebration of Israel and Jewish cul-
ture. It’s a reminder that community-
building doesn’t always happen in meet-
ing rooms or sanctuaries. Sometimes it
happens over falafel, crafts, and the
slightly chaotic search for enough shade
on a warm June afternoon.

Summer also means a full calendar of

hat's Tnside |

Federation Voices 3
Calendar 4
Your Federation at Work 7
Education 7
From the Bimah 10
In The Community 12
Jewish Humor 17
Arts & Entertainment 19
Book Review 19
Mitzvahs 20
Jewish Journeys 22
Israel News and Events 24
Simchas 24
Recent Events 25
Tributes 26
Business & Professional Services 27

Erik Martin

JFNH
Executive
Director

PJ Library programs happening in com-
munities across New Hampshire. From
story times and playground meetups to
family holiday celebrations and hands-on
activities, these programs help create
meaningful Jewish experiences for young
families throughout the state. PJ Library
continues to be one of the most effective
ways we engage the next generation in
Jewish life, not only through books, but
through relationships, friendships, and
shared experiences that help families feel
connected and supported.

And of course, no New Hampshire
summer would be complete without
baseball. On August 4, we’ll once again
gather for Jewish Heritage Night with the

New Hampshire Fisher Cats. There’s
something uniquely fun about seeing our
community show up proudly at the ball-
park—whether you’re there for the base-
ball, the kosher snacks, or simply the ex-
cuse to wear a Hebrew letter T-shirt in
public without anyone asking what it
means. Events like this matter because
they create visible, joyful Jewish commu-
nity in spaces that bring people together
from all walks of life.

Later in August, we’ll come together
for the Jewish Federation of New Hamp-
shire's Annual Meeting on August 16 in
Bedford. Annual meetings are often
thought of as business meetings, and yes,
there will absolutely be reports, elections,
and at least one discussion involving
spreadsheets. They are also opportunities
to reflect on what we’ve accomplished to-
gether as a community over the past year
and where were going in the year to
come. Annual meetings allow us to cele-
brate volunteers, recognize leadership,
and look ahead to the work still to come.

What ties all of these summer moments
together is the understanding that Jewish
community is built through participation.
It’s built when families show up to a PJ Li-
brary event for the first time, when friends
gather at a festival, when neighbors recon-
nect at the ballpark, and when community
members invest their time and energy
into shaping our future together. These
experiences may look different on the
surface, but they all strengthen the same
foundation: a vibrant, connected Jewish
New Hampshire.

Summer often moves quickly. Before
we know it, backpacks will replace beach
bags and we’ll all pretend we’re emotion-
ally prepared for pumpkin spice season
again. But before that happens, I hope
you’ll take advantage of the many oppor-
tunities to connect, celebrate, and simply
enjoy being together as a community. [
look forward to seeing you this summer
at Camp Tel Noar, the ballpark, a PJ Li-
brary event, or around the table at our
Annual Meeting.

From the Desert to the

On April 17, the Jewish Federation of
New Hampshire welcomed community
members from across the state to Temple
Israel in Manchester for a moving and
deeply personal evening with Raif Rashed,
survivor of the October 7 attack at the
Nova Music Festival in southern Israel.

In front of a full room, Raif shared his
firsthand account of the events of that
day—describing the fear, chaos, and un-
imaginable loss he experienced as thou-
sands gathered for what was meant to be
a celebration of music and community.
His story was both heartbreaking and in-
spiring, offering attendees a rare and
deeply human perspective on the lasting
impact of October 7.

Desert to the Table continued on page 6
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CONGREGATION
 BETHLEHEN

BETHLEHEM HEBREW CONGREGATION
Rabbi Hazzan Jeremy Lipton - Summer &
High Holidays

39 Strawberry Hill Road

PO Box 395, Bethlehem
Unaffiliated-Egalitarian

(802) 284-8890
www.bethlehemsynagogue.org

website for service times and event
information.

CONCORD

TEMPLE BETH JACOB

Rabbi Robin Nafshi

67 Broadway, Concord

Reform, Affiliated URJ

(603) 228-8581
www.tbjconcord.org
office@tbjconcord.org

Services: Friday night - 7:00 PM
Saturday morning - 9:30 AM

ETZ HAYIM SYNAGOGUE (URJ)

1-1/2 Hood Road, Derry

Reform, Affiliated URJ

(603) 432-0004

www.etzhayim.org

office@etzhayim.org

Services: Fridays 7:15 PM

Saturday 9:30 AM

Torah Study - Saturday 10:45 AM
Check the website for updates

Monthly Family Pizza Shabbat at 5:30 PM
Please visit www.etzhayim.org/calendar
for optional Zoom link.

THE ROHR CHABAD GENTER
AT DARTMOUTH

Rabbi Moshe Gray

19 Allen Street, Hanover
Orthodox, Chabad

(603) 643-9821
www.dartmouthchabad.com
chabad@dartmouth.edu

and Dinner
Shabbat morning services
Call for times.

KOL HA'EMEK UPPER VALLEY
JEWISH COMMUNITY
Rabbi Mark Melamut

Weekly services from July through Simchat
Torah with Zoom services and Torah study
from November to June. Please check our

Services: Friday Evening Shabbat services

JRF: Jewish Reconstructionist Federation URJ: Union for Reform Judaism

USCJ: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism

CONGREGATION AHAVAS ACHIM
Rabbi Dan Aronson

84 Hastings Avenue, Keene
Nondenominational/Unaffiliated
(603) 352-6747
www.keenesynagogue.org
rabbida@keenesynagogue.org
office@keenesynagogue.org

7:00 PM

Weekly Shabbat Torah study at 9:30 AM.
Shabbat morning services on the 2nd
Saturday of each month at 9:30 AM.
Meditation and Pirkei Avot study on the

4th Saturday of each month at 10:30 AM.

All services are in-person and online.
Check the website for schedule changes
and Zoom links.

TEMPLE B’NAI ISRAEL
Rabbi Andy Bachman

210 Court Street, Laconia
Reform, Affiliated URJ

(603) 524-7044
www.thinh.org
info@thinh.org

Services: Every other Friday
night at 7:30 PM

BERNICE AND IRVING SINGER
CHABAD CENTER FOR JEWISH LIVING
Rabbi Levi Krinsky

1234 River Rd., Manchester
Orthodox, Chabad

(603) 647-0204
www.chabadofnh.com
rabbi@chabadofnh.com
Services:

Shabbat morning at 10:00am
Sunday morning at 9:00am

TEMPLE ADATH YESHURUN
Cantor Dunkerley

152 Prospect Street, Manchester
Reform, Affiliated URJ

(603) 669-5650

www.taynh.org
office@taynh.org

Services: Shabbat services the first Friday

of the month at 6:00 PM

All other Friday nights at 7:00 PM
with some exceptions.

Alternating Shabbat services or Torah
study Saturday mornings at 10:00 AM

TEMPLE ISRAEL MANCHESTER

Services: Regular Friday night services at

morning minyan and a 6:30 PM

Torah study via ZOOM. Please check our
website www.templeisraelmht.org, call
our office at (603) 622-6171 or email
office@templeisraelmht.org for
information on specific service dates and
times.

TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM

Rabbi Jon Spira-Savett

Conservative

(603) 883-8184

www.tbanashua.org
rabbijon@thanashua.org
office@tbanashua.org

Services (generally):

Every Friday at 8:00 PM

Every Saturday at 10:00 AM

Evening Minyan Monday - Thursday

at 7:30 PM

All services are in-person and on Zoom
(check our website for schedule changes
and Zoom links).

UNH & SEACOAST CHABAD JEWISH
CENTER

Rabbi Berel Slavaticki

2299 Woodbury Avenue, Newington
Orthodox, Chabad

(603) 584-4111
Rabbi@JewishSeacoast.com
www.JewishSeacoast.com
Services:

Saturday morning at 10:00am
followed by Kiddush.

NORTH CONWAY

KEHILAT HAR LAVAN

Hazzan Marlena Fuerstman

PO Box 474, Bartlett

(207) 256-0060
harlavancommunity@gmail.com
Services: Wed. mornings 9:00 AM online
via Zoom

Enter meeting ID https://zoom.
us/j/381930069

Holiday service times, locations TBA.

PORTSMOUTH

TEMPLE ISRAEL

Rabbi Marc Hersch

200 State Street, Portsmouth
Conservative, Affiliated USCJ
(603) 436-5301
www.templeisraelnh.org
templeoffice@templeisraelnh.org
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The objectives of The New Hampshire
Jewish Reporter are to foster a sense of
community among the Jewish people of New
Hampshire by sharing ideas, information,
experiences and opinions, and to promote the
agencies, projects and mission of the Jewish
Federation of New Hampshire.

The New Hampshire Jewish Reporter is
published monthly ten times per year, with a
deadline for submissions of the 10th of the
month before publication. There are no
January or July issues. All items, including
calendar events, for the December-January
or June-July newspaper must be submitted
by Nov. 10 or May 10, respectively.

Please send all materials to:
thereporter@jewishnh.org

To submit Calendar items for the print and
online JFNH Calendar and E-News, go

to https://jewishnh.org/community-calendar, click

the red "Suggest an Event" button, then fill in
the form with your event information.

Opinions presented in the paper do not
necessarily represent the views of the
Federation. Photos submitted by individuals
and organizations are published with their
permission.

Neither the publisher nor the editor can
assume any responsibility for the kashrut of
the services or merchandise advertised in this
paper. If you have questions regarding
kashrut please consult your rabbi.

The New Hampshire Jewish Reporter
is overseen by the JFNH Publications
Committee, Merle Carrus, chairperson.

All materials published in The New
Hampshire Jewish Reporter are ©2026 Jewish
Federation of New Hampshire, all rights
reserved, unless noted otherwise.

[ Shabbat Candle Lighting Times: |

(Manchester)

Roth Center for Jewish Life 66 Salmon Street, Manchester Services: Friday, 6:00 PM
5 Occom Ridge, Hanover Conservative Affiliated USCJ Saturday, 10:00 AM ““ Y7p. June 5 8:03 PM
Nondenominational, Unaffiliated (603) 622-6171 Tues. minyan 5:30 PM <« June 12 8:07 PM
(603) 646-0460 office@templeisraelmht.org Temple Israel has a fully licensed 4N June 19 8:10 PM
WWW.uvjc.org www.templeisraelmht.org M-F preschool. u ’
gﬁlC?@UVJFC_-gfg it Shabpat serv Shabbat Services: Every month we offer June 26 8:11 PM
Ervices: rriday nig abbat service one Friday night Shabbat with a catered :
at6:00PM _ community dinner (rsvp required), and July 3 8:10 Py
Saturday morning Shabbat service two Saturday Shabbat services followed Mazal tov to Rabbi Beth Davidson July 10 8:08 PM
at 10:00 AM by a light kiddush (no rsvp necessary). of Temple Adath Yeshurun July 17 8:03 PM
Every Wednesday, we offer a 7:00 AM in on her retirement! July 24 7:57 PM
person
July 31 7:50 PM
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It has been a while since my last up-
date, and there is much to share — so let
me begin.

First and foremost: the Jewish Federa-
tion of New Hampshire is thriving.

Community engagement continues on
an upward trend, and we have seen mem-
bers from throughout our state attending
our events in record numbers. I would
like to thank our shuls and partner com-
munities across New Hampshire for sup-
porting this growth. Our community is
strongest when we stand together, sup-
port one another, and remain connected
even during difficult moments.

It also needs to be recognized that
while the Federation’s Mission Statement
explicitly affirms our support for Israel,
criticism of the Israeli government and
its policies is both reasonable and expect-
ed. The Jewish community has long em-
braced thoughtful debate and a diversity
of perspectives on important issues. At
the same time, we ask that disagreement
— however passionate — never come at
the expense of our broader sense of com-
munity or our responsibility to treat one
another with dignity and respect.

Jewish tradition reminds us of the im-
portance of avoiding Lashon Hara —
speaking harmfully about other Jews —
and Chillul Hashem — actions that bring
shame or disgrace upon the Jewish people
or Judaism in the eyes of the broader
world. Especially during periods of height-
ened tension, these values should guide
how we speak to and about one another,
both within our community and beyond it.

Antisemitism Is on the Rise — and New
Hampshire Is Not Immune

Antisemitism is on the rise. Many of us
have seen it, felt it, and deal with it on a
daily basis — in our workplaces, in our
schools, and in ordinary conversations. It
is everywhere. If it seems like antisemi-
tism in the United States is increasing,
that is because it is.

New Hampshire is not immune. Ac-
cording to the ADL, between 2022 and
2024 there was a 51% increase in antise-
mitic incidents in our state. By 2025, that
number decreased to 36% — but this re-
mains a highly elevated figure. Further-
more, the vast majority of incidents go
unreported, meaning the true numbers
are almost certainly far worse than what
is captured in any dataset.

In the last month alone, I have person-
ally had three families reach out to us for
support in dealing with antisemitism in
their children's schools. These issues
range from bullying to curriculum con-
cerns. In the majority of cases, the schools
chose to ignore the issue or simply look

Dederation Veices

From the Board Chair’s Desk

Jeremy Berger

Board Chair,
JFNH

the other way. This is unacceptable.

If you or your child is dealing with an-
tisemitism in any way, shape, or form —
please reach out to the Federation. We
are here for you. We are *Your* Federa-
tion, and we are your resource.

New Hampshire Makes National Head-
lines — For the Wrong Reasons

Unfortunately, our state legislature has
not been immune to this scourge, and
New Hampshire has made national news
in a deeply troubling way.

In January 2026, Republican state Rep.
Matt Sabourin dit Choiniére successfully
pushed the New Hampshire Commission
on Holocaust and Genocide Education
to hear testimony from Germar Rudolf
— a German Holocaust denier who has
been deported from the United States
and served prison time in Germany for
propagating Holocaust denial. Two ad-
ditional Holocaust deniers testified as a
result of Sabourin dit Choiniére's efforts,
one of whom has led weekly anti-Jewish
protests outside a Michigan synagogue
for years. Sabourin dit Choiniere also
presented Holocaust-denial books before
a House committee while attempting to
amend state education guidelines to in-
corporate Holocaust denial — books he
was asked to remove from the chamber.
Most disturbingly, on April 14th — Ho-
locaust Remembrance Day — he posted
a photo of himself presenting that
amendment on social media with the
caption "ahead of our time." Despite
calls from a progressive advocacy group
and members of our community to strip
him of his committee assignments, he
has retained them, and to date no formal
action has been taken against him. Add-
ing insult to injury, NH state Rep. Brian
Cole initially stated he was "honored" to
receive Sabourin dit Choiniére's endorse-
ment — a statement he only walked back
after being directly contacted by NPR.

In a separate incident, Republican
state Rep. Travis Corcoran of Weare
posted on social media that "we need a
final solution for theater kids in politics"
— a direct invocation of the Nazi euphe-
mism for the systematic murder of six
million Jews — in response to a Jewish
Democratic colleague's lighthearted invi-
tation to a bipartisan karaoke event. The
post drew bipartisan condemnation, and

in a rare move, the New Hampshire
House tasked a committee with deter-
mining appropriate sanctions. Corcoran
appeared before the committee unapolo-
getic, claiming the post was sarcasm and
stating he was unaware of his colleague's
Jewish background. He left the hearing
before testimony concluded and has said
he will not apologize. As of this writing,
the committee has recommended cen-
sure, and a full House vote is expected
shortly. We will keep our community in-
formed of the outcome.

In both of these incidents, the Jewish
Federation of New Hampshire worked
behind the scenes with our partner organi-
zations — the Jewish Federations of
North America, the American Jewish
Committee, and StandWithUs — to de-
velop and execute a coordinated response.
I would also like to extend a heartfelt
thank you to our interfaith partners, who
showed up when we asked. They repre-
sented their communities in Concord, tes-
tifying before the NH State Ethics Com-
mittee and standing firmly against hate.
We are grateful for their solidarity.

The News Isn't All Bad — In Fact,
Quite the Opposite

The Jewish Federation of New Hamp-
shire is thriving, and our calendar of
events has never been fuller.

Attendance at all of our events has
never been better. We have had numerous
events sell out — attracting people from
as far away as Boston — and we have
been called "Small but Mighty" by nu-
merous outside organizations. If you
haven't been to one of our events, what
are you waiting for?

The New Hampshire Jewish Film Festival
just concluded, showcasing films across a
wide range of genres. A special highlight
was *Hidden: The Kati Preston Story* —
for those who do not know her, Kati is a
member of our community, a true trea-
sure, and a Holocaust survivor. *Hidden*
tells her history and her story. If you
haven't seen it, I urge you to do so. A spe-
cial thank you goes to all members of the
Jewish Film Festival Committee — with-
out you, this remarkable festival could not
take place — and a particular thank you to
Patricia Kalik and Ross Fishbein for their
stewardship and leadership.

Our PJ Library and PJ Our Way pro-
gramming has also continued to grow and
evolve in exciting ways. This spring, the
Federation partnered with Temple Israel
Portsmouth for Names We Carry: A Cel-
ebration of Hebrew Names and Identity,
an intergenerational PJ Our Way program
focused on the meaning and significance
of Hebrew names, family traditions, and

Jewish identity. Families explored the sto-
ries behind their Hebrew names while cre-
ating personalized keepsakes including
jewelry, keychains, and Yads for future
Brit Mitzvah or Torah reading journeys.
Adults were also invited to reflect on their
own Hebrew names and naming tradi-
tions, including family and tribal connec-
tions carried through generations. Special
thanks to program sponsor Judy Craig for
providing wooden Hebrew letter beads
from Israel and helping make this mean-
ingful community gathering possible.

We also hosted a book tour with Sharon
Kurtzman, author of *The Lost Baker of
Vienna*, visiting Keene, Manchester,
and Nashua.

April and early May were especially
busy. We welcomed Raif Rashed to Tem-
ple Israel Manchester. Raif, a Druze and
Nova Festival survivor, shared his deeply
moving story of survival. While visiting
family in Israel, Raif helped his brother
run a Druze food cart at the Nova Festi-
val. Both Raif and his brother survived
— some of their friends did not. After
returning to the United States, Raif left
his career as an engineer and opened a
Druze restaurant in Manhattan, *Taboo-
nia*. After sharing his story, Raif pre-
pared a traditional Druze meal for every-
one in attendance. This was a sold-out
event, drawing people from well outside
New Hampshire. The Jewish Federation
of New Hampshire looks forward to
partnering with Raif in the future as he
builds out the *Taboonia Community*
in Carmel, Isracl — a community where
Druze and Jews will come together to
learn from and understand one another.
Thank you to Temple Israel Manchester
for hosting this memorable evening!

Yom HaShoah — Holocaust Remem-
brance Day was observed with solemn
and meaningful events. For the fourth
consecutive year, the Jewish Federation
of New Hampshire partnered with Man-
chester synagogues to participate in
**Six Million Steps**, a national initia-
tive supported by the Israeli American
Council dedicated to preserving Holo-
caust memory and raising awareness of
global antisemitism. Led by Jesse Mocle,
our new Director of Community Advo-
cacy, participants walked from Temple
Israel Manchester to Temple Adath Ye-
shuran, where Jesse shared reflections on
memory, legacy, and the importance of
standing against antisemitism today.

On the same day, at Temple Israel
Portsmouth, a program led by our Fed-
eration Treasurer, Richard LeSavoy, com-
memorated Yom HaShoah with guest
Board Chair's Desk continued on page 5
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DISCLAIMER: Events are submitted weeks
in advance of publication, and are subject to
change. For information on format changes,
rescheduling, and so on, please contact the
event’s host.

To submit Calendar items
for the print and online JFNH Calendar
and E-News, go to
https://jewishnh.org/community-calendar,
click the red "Suggest an Event" button,
then fill in the form with your event information.

NH Jewish Food Festival Ordering
Underway!

This event runs from May 31-July 5 and is
exclusively online

The 29th Annual NH Jewish Food Festival, a
fantastic summer event in the Lakes Region and
vital fundraiser for Temple B'nai Israel (TBI) of
Laconia, is back to delight your taste buds! Ordering
from the full 2026 menu runs from May 31-July 5
and is exclusively online at https://thinh.org.
Authentic, homemade Jewish foods prepared by
TBI members, with deli meats sourced from Evan's
Deli of Marblehead, MA. Don't delay - order today
before the food is gone! For more information,
please contact Maria Cantor at 617-680-9452 or at
mcantor40@gmail.com.

Sponsor: Temple B'nai Israel of Laconia

Sunday, June 7

Shavua Tov Story Time - Mitzvot

8:30 AM, Zoom

Final session for the season! Shavua Tov story time
is a program designed for families with children
ages 2-5. Join us for a 20-minute interactive story
time on Zoom one Sunday each month from 8:30am
to 9:00am. June’s theme is mitzvot. This is a great
time to jump in—our final session for the season is
offered free of charge! Register to receive craft and
zoom link: https://forms.gle/WqQQK8uDhAtVUBWo7

Israel Bazaar

2:00 PM, Camp Tel Noar, 167 Main St, Hampstead,
NH

Celebrate Israel with the Jewish Federation of New
Hampshire and local synagogues at our vibrant,
market-style street fair! This family-friendly Yom
Ha’atzmaut event features interactive "market
stalls" with hands-on crafts for kids and engaging
learning for adults. Enjoy a non-political, welcoming
atmosphere in a lively camp setting where you can
explore Israeli culture—its people, nature, and
creativity—at your own pace. What to expect:
Israeli Street Fair: A joyful, summery atmosphere.
Kids Activities: Interactive make-and-take crafts.
Adult Learning: Visual and informational stalls.
Community Connection: Hosted by synagogues
from across NH. Kosher food available for purchase.
Cost: Free. Theme: Curiosity, creativity, and
connection. For more information, please contact
Dinah Berch at 603-627-7679 or dinah.berch@
jewishnh.orgh.org. Register Here: https:/bit.ly/
israelbazaarnh

Thursday, June 11

Schmooze and Brews with Jews

5:30 PM, Congregation Ahavas Achim, Branch and
Blade Brewing Company, 17 Bradco St, Keene, NH
03431

Casually hang out to Schmooze with Jews over
Brews! Join us for this after-hours get together at

Statewide Calendar gﬁ Evenls

Branch and Blade brewing co. Casually hang out to
shmooze with Jews over brews! Non-alcoholic
drinks are available for purchase. Plenty of delicious
food available for purchase as well! No registration
required. Just show up :) Go to www.
keenesynagogue.org for more up to date
information, or contact Daniela Yitzchak at 603-
352-6747 or at office@keenesynagogue.org

Solving the Food Crisis in Israel

7:00 PM, Etz Hayim Synagogue, 1-1/2 Hood Road,
Derry, NH

Gilad Skolnick is the New England Director for
American Friends of Leket Israel Gilad. He will share
stories that go beyond the headlines about the food
crisis in Israel, groundbreaking new Israeli laws
enabling food rescue unlike anything elsewhere in
the world, and how the war-ravaged agricultural
sector is being restored. These presentations are
part of Etz Hayim Synagogue’s Adult Continuing
Education Program, Hot Topics and Cool
Contemporary Stuff. For more information, please
contact Steve Soreff at 603-895-6120 or at
soreffs15@aol.com.

Sunday, June 14

Ultimate Mitzvah Gelebration Showcase
2:00 PM, Event Center Nashua, 2200 Southwood
Drive, Nashua, NH

The Event Center / Courtyard Marriott Nashua is
excited to announce our very first Ultimate Mitzvah
Showcase, a vibrant and engaging event designed
to inspire families planning Bar and Bat Mitzvah
Celebrations, as well as other social events. Join us
on June 14, 2026, from 2 PM to 6 PM at our hotel,
where we will partner with over 30 local vendors to
bring together the community for an evening filled
with creativity and fun! For any questions about the
event, please contact Anna Wall at 603-579-6025
or anna.wall@marriott.com.

FREE event | Register Here https://
eventcenternashua.com/ultimate-mitzvah-
showcase-event/

Saturday, June 27

Beth Abraham's Lunch and Learn with Laura
Knoy

12:00 PM, Temple Beth Abraham, 4 Raymond St,
Nashua, NH

Join Beth Abraham after Shabbat services on June
27 to hear award-winning journalist, podcaster and
author, Laura Knoy speak about her recently
published historical fiction novel, The Shopkeeper of
Alsace. Inspired by a true story, the book follows
Sarah, a Jewish woman whose experiences during
World War | help her protect her family during World
War Il'in the Alsace region of France. For more
information, please contact Rebecca White at 603-
883-8184 or at office@tbanashua.org.

Follow the link to register, https://tbanashua.
shulcloud.com/event/lunch-and-learn---laura-knoy.
html

Sponsor: Temple Beth Abraham

Sunday, June 28

Holocaust Remembrance Program with
Erika Fabian

2:30 PM, Bethlehem Hebrew Congregation, 39
Strawberry Hill Rd, Bethlehem, NH

The Bethlehem Hebrew Congregation is honored to
invite the community to a special Holocaust
Remembrance program with guest speaker Erika
Fabian, a woman whose life story is a testament to
the strength of the human spirit against the darkest
tides of the 20th century. Born in Budapest, Fabian
was only four years old when the Nazi shadow fell

over her homeland. While her father was taken to a
prison camp, never to return, Erika, her sister, and
her mother survived by the narrowest of margins.
For more information or to register to receive the
Zoom link, please email Bethlehemshul@gmail.
com.

Sponsor: Bethlehem Hebrew Congregation

Wednesday, July 8

Books of Jewish Interest Club

4:00 PM, Bethlehem Public Library and on Zoom
This summer, Books of Jewish Interest returns with
a thoughtful lineup of readings centered on a theme
that has shaped Jewish history and identity for
generations: the search for a homeland. The first
book of the summer is Melting Point, by Rachel
Cockerell. In this richly researched book, Cockerell
draws on newspaper accounts, letters, memoirs,
speeches, documents, and interviews to trace the
development of the Zionist movement and the early
ideas that contributed to the founding of today’s
Jewish state. For more information, please visit our
website: https://www.bethlehemsynagogue.org/
books-2026-1

Sponsor: Bethlenem Hebrew Congregation and the
Bethlehem Public Library

Thursday, July 9

Schmooze and Brews with Jews

5:30 PM, Congregation Ahavas Achim, Branch and
Blade Brewing Company, 17 Bradco St, Keene, NH
03431

Casually hang out to Schmooze with Jews over
Brews! Join us for this after-hours get together at
Branch and Blade brewing co. Casually hang out to
shmooze with Jews over brews! Non-alcoholic
drinks are available for purchase. Plenty of delicious
food available for purchase as well! No registration
required. Just show up :) Go to www.
keenesynagogue.org for more up to date
information, or contact Daniela Yitzchak at 603-
352-6747 or at office@keenesynagogue.org

White Mountain Jewish Film Festival

6:00 PM, Colonial Theatre, Bethlehem, NH

FOR THE LOVE OF A WOMAN (2025). Mili Avital
(Stargate), Uri Pfeffer (Hacksaw Ridge), Moni
Moshonov (Late Marriage, America), Menashe Noy
(Gett, Tehran) star in a sweeping English-speaking
saga based on the beloved novel of Israeli author
Meir Shalev, The Loves of Judith. A woman in 1970s
Israel unearths family secrets from 1930s Palestine.
The guest speaker is Dr. Shayna Weiss, Senior
Associate Director of the Schusterman Center for
Israeli Studies at Brandeis University. As always,
your ticket includes our festival’s famous patio
party beginning at 6PM with complimentary
refreshments and an assortment of beverages. The
guest speaker will introduce the film and then stay
for a Q&A as the houselights go on afterwards.
Movie Time — All Films: Box office opens: 5:30PM/
Patio opens: 6:00PM/ Guest Speaker: 6:30PM/
Film: 7:00PM. General Admission $10; BHC and
JFNH Members: $9; Season Pass (5 Films): $40
Tickets are sold at the door or can be purchased
online. Please follow the link for more information:
https://www.bethlehemsynagogue.org/events-
wmjff-206

Sponsor: Bethlehem Hebrew Congregation

Thursday, July 16

SFY Garden Party

private home, Manchester, NH - Jewish Federation
of New Hampshire cordially invites you to a summer
Garden Party. Wear your best hat and join us in a
private garden in Manchester for live music,

afternoon tea and dessert. RSVP for the address.
$5 per guest. Register by July 15th. Rain date: July
23. Register by going to our website calendar at
jewishnh.org/community-calendar or email Dinah
Berch at dinah.berch@jewishnh.org with questions.

Friday, July 17

Sounds in the Sanctuary

4:00 PM, Bethlehem Hebrew Congregation, 39
Strawberry Hill Road, Bethlehem, NH

Our 13th season opens with a performance by
pianist Bernard Rose, who will play music by Bach,
Beethoven, and Copeland. A light reception follows.
Tickets are available at the door (cash or check
only) or online at our website. $25 General
Admission/$20 BHC Members. Season pass (4
Concerts for the price of 3, available at or before
the July 17 concert) is $75 General Admission/$60
BHC Members. Please follow the link for more
information: https://www.bethlehemsynagogue.org/
concerts-2026

Wednesday, July 22

Books of Jewish Interest Club

4:00 PM, Bethlehem Public Library and on Zoom
This summer, Books of Jewish Interest returns with
a thoughtful lineup of readings centered on a theme
that has shaped Jewish history and identity for
generations: the search for a homeland. We're
especially pleased to welcome Shlomo Shyovitz,
who will join us in person to discuss his novel Borne
Back, a journey through time to the Israel of his
youth. For more information, please visit our
website: https://www.bethlehemsynagogue.org/
books-2026-1

Sponsors: Bethlehem Hebrew Congregation and the
Bethlehem Public Library

Thursday, July 23

White Mountain Jewish Film Festival

6:00 PM, Colonial Theatre, Bethlehem, NH

MR. KLEIN (1976) It's January 1942 in Paris and art
dealer Robert Klein is making a killing. For this loyal
Frenchman, the Nazi occupation is a unique
business opportunity, since Jews fleeing the
country are unlikely to haggle over their heirlooms'
worth. As always, your ticket includes our festival’s
famous patio party beginning at 6PM with
complimentary refreshments and an assortment of
beverages. The guest speaker will introduce the
film and then stay for a Q&A as the houselights go
on afterwards. Movie Time — All Films: Box office
opens: 5:30PM/ Patio opens: 6:00PM/ Guest
Speaker: 6:30PM/ Film: 7:00PM. General Admission
$10; BHC and JFNH Members: $9; Season Pass (5
Films): $40 Tickets are sold at the door or can be
purchased online. Please follow the link for more
information: https://www.bethlehemsynagogue.org/
events-wmjff-206

Sponsor: Bethlehem Hebrew Congregation

Friday, July 31

Sounds in the Sanctuary

4:00 PM, Bethlehem Hebrew Congregation, 39
Strawberry Hill Road, Bethlehem, NH

A return performance by Sounds in the Sanctuary
favorites The Odesa Boys: Julian Milkis, clarinet and
Maxim Lubarsky, piano. The duo will perform works
by Piazzolla, Pruzhansky, Péart, Silvestrov, Lubarsky,
and Kancheli. A light reception with the musicians
follows. Tickets are available at the door (cash or
check only) or online at our website. $25 General
Admission/$20 BHC Members. Please follow the
link for more information: https:/www.
bethlehemsynagogue.org/concerts-2026
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Board Chair's Desk

continued from page 3

speaker, author, and Holocaust survivor
Janet Singer Applefield. Janet discussed
her new memoir, Becoming Janet: Find-
ing Myself in the Holocaust, sharing her
poignant journey of resilience, hope, and
the enduring legacy of remembrance.

After Yom HaShoah, we moved on to
something Jews do very well — food! In
another at-capacity event, we welcomed
noted blogger and culinary influencer
Naomi Nachman — "The Aussie Gour-
met" — to Chabad of Manchester. Nao-
mi, author of *Perfect Flavors* and
*Perfect for Pesach*, led a cooking dem-
onstration accompanied by a tasting.
Thank you to all who participated, and
thank you to Chabad of Manchester!

In early May, the Jewish Federation of
New Hampshire, in conjunction with Le-
ket Israel — Israel's National Food Bank
— sponsored a gathering at Temple Israel
Portsmouth focused on Voluntourism to
Israel. We brought together community
leaders from Maine, Vermont, Massachu-
setts, and New Hampshire alongside rep-
resentatives from the Israeli Ministry of
Cultural Affairs and the Israeli Ministry
of Tourism. This forum served as the kick-

Dederation Veices

off to expanded joint programming. We
are formulating plans to offer meaningful
opportunities to bring people to Israel —
person to person, community to commu-
nity, Jew and Gentile alike. Getting some-
one to Israel is key: once someone has vis-
ited, their eyes are opened, and the propa-
ganda they have encountered on television
and social media is dispersed. There will
be much more to come on this initiative.

On that note, I am pleased to announce
that the Jewish Federation of New Hamp-
shire is working alongside Taglit/Birth-
right to organize a Voluntourism trip to Is-
rael, open to those between the ages of 35
to 65. This will be a heavily subsidized
trip. If you are interested, please contact
the Federation office at 603-627-7679 or
email info@jewishnh.org to be kept in-
formed as details develop. If you fall out-
side the 35-65 age range but are interest-
ed, please let us know — there are oppor-
tunities available for additional trips, but
we need to gauge the level of interest.

Mazel Tov!

A big Mazel Tov to our Executive Di-
rector, Erik Martin, on the Bat Mitzvah
of his daughter!

And a very special Mazel Tov to my
own daughter, Ariel Berger, for being ac-
cepted as a Leventhal Intern with Stand-

WithUs! Please read Ariel's article in this
month's Reporter, "The Weight and Light
of Being Jewish", about growing up in
New Hampshire. Her experiences and
struggles are shared by many children
and teenagers across our state, and they

are a powerful reminder of why our Fed-
eration must continue to support these
young members of our community.

Am Yisrael Chai.

Jeremy Berger, Board Chair,

Jewish Federation of New Hampshire

A gift from the
Jewish Federation of New Hampshire

Ages birth through 8

SIGN pjlibrary.org
UP Ages 9 through 12

pjourway.org

Sign up your children ages birth
through 12 years old and enjoy
the gift of Jewish children’s books
and resources delivered to your
home each month. Explore Jewish
heritage and culture through PJ
Library's high-quality stories
about Jewish values, traditions,
and heritage.

Through the program your family
will be enriched by experiencing
the joys of Jewish life.

Funded by the Jewish Federation
of New Hampshire, it's a gift that
will nourish a Jewish life from the
start.

Harold Grinspoon
FOUNDATION

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

(s ‘ \\ Jewish Federation

jewishnh.org

r

FINANCIAL PLANNING -

3 (603) 232-8350 or info@investwithcohen.com
investwithcohen.com

INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT -

COHEN

INDEPENDENT ADVICE

INVESTMENT
ADVISORS
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Dederation Véices

What PJ Library Taught Me About Preparation

I recently returned from my fifth Inter-
national PJ Library Conference and, for
the first time, 1 felt like I actually knew
what I was doing. Not in an “I have
solved parenting” way — absolutely not
— but in an “I know what questions I
want to ask” kind of way.

Every year, PJ Library professionals
and connectors from around the world
gather to share ideas, programs, chal-
lenges, successes, and very specific opin-
ions about children’s programming logis-
tics. Every year I come home with my
brain buzzing.

This year I met with Terry Kaye from
the Jewish Grandparents Network and
talked about how grandparents can be
better supported and more meaningfully
connected to Jewish family life. I hung
out with Alli Thresher, PJ Library’s Di-
rector of Digital Content, to talk pod-
casts, social media, and how on earth
people make Instagram reels. I chatted
with Saskia Swenson Moss and Rachel
Kozupsky about PJ Library’s interna-
tional programs and the incredible diver-
sity of Jewish family experiences around
the world. I tracked down Alicia in mar-
keting to thank her for constantly an-
swering my questions — and I told her
we want PJ Library socks brought back.

I also got to present as part of the
“Steal This!” showcase, sharing the Dun-
geons & Dragons campaigns and Baking

Dinah Berch

JFNH
Program
Coordinator
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Show Downs I've run for PJ Our Way
kids here in New Hampshire — includ-
ing how I use Al as a creative partner to
help expand the types of programs I'm
able to offer. Then I got to turn around
and steal incredible ideas from colleagues
to bring back to our own community.

One thing that resonated with me this
year was the realization that PJ Library is
really about hachanah — preparation. Not
pressure. Not perfection. Preparation.

PJ Library anticipates what families
might need before they even know they
need it: the blessings, the explanations,
the stories from around the world, the
timelines, historical grounding, and the

9 ¢

gentle “why,” “when,” and “how” of Jew-
ish life. Podcasts for long drives. Playlists
for Shabbat afternoons. Family Resource
Guides for the moments when your child
suddenly asks a much bigger question
than you expected. The mirrors that help
your children see themselves, and the
windows into how others do Jewish, too.
Thoughtful, kid-friendly entry points
that allow families to connect more deep-
ly if and when they’re ready.

I think that’s what I love most about
this work. I love bringing people together
simply because it’s fun to be around oth-
er Jews, or other families in the same
stage of life. But I also love when a pro-

gram unexpectedly opens a door — to
learning something new, asking a deeper
question, or finding meaning where you
didn’t expect it.

There is so much exciting work coming
out of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation
right now, and I’'m excited to keep bring-
ing more of it home to New Hampshire
families. Keep an eye on your email for
upcoming summer events like Splish
Splash Shabbats and Popsicles in the
Playground — and join us on June 7 for
our Israel Bazaar at Camp Tel Noar.

Now if only PJ Library could order
my groceries, plan my summer, and fold
my laundry.

Desert to the Table

continued from page 1

What resonated most throughout the
evening was not only Raif’s survival, but
the extraordinary resilience and warmth
he has carried forward in the months
since. Now living in New York City,
Raif has poured his energy into building
connection and understanding through
food as the founder of Taboonia, New
York City’s first Druze restaurant. As he
spoke about his Druze heritage, family
traditions, and the role food has played
in his healing journey, the audience re-
sponded with tremendous empathy, cu-
riosity, and appreciation.

The evening concluded with Raif pre-
paring and serving a delicious traditional

Druze meal for guests. The food quickly
became more than dinner—it became an
extension of his story and an opportuni-
ty for community, conversation, and con-
nection around the table. Many attendees
stayed long after the formal program
ended to continue speaking with Raif
and one another.

Programs like this remind us of the
power of personal storytelling to build
understanding and strengthen communi-
ty, even in difficult times. We are deeply
grateful to Temple Israel Manchester for
generously hosting the event and helping
create such a welcoming environment for
our guests. Special thanks as well to the
many volunteers and community mem-
bers whose hard work behind the scenes
made the evening possible.

—
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Each May, communities across the
United States observe Jewish American
Heritage Month (JAHM)—a time dedi-
cated to honoring the history, culture, and
enduring contributions of Jewish Ameri-
cans. Established by presidential procla-
mation in 2006 and rooted in a 2004 com-
memoration of 350 years of Jewish life in
America, JAHM invites people of all
backgrounds to explore the rich and var-
ied stories that have shaped our nation.

This year, the Jewish Federation took a
proactive step to bring JAHM to life lo-
cally. In April, staff reached out to dozens
of area libraries, offering resources and
support to help create public displays high-
lighting Jewish heritage. Librarians were
connected with materials from organiza-
tions such as the American Library Asso-
ciation, Jewish American Heritage Month
official website, and the Anti-Defamation
League—each offering curated content,
book lists, and educational tools designed
to inspire meaningful engagement.

Thanks to this outreach—and the cre-
ativity of local librarians—six institu-
tions embraced the opportunity. Librar-
ies in Keene, Derry, Exeter, Manchester,
and Merrimack, along with the Ports-
mouth Athenaeum, developed thought-
ful and engaging displays. The Keene
Public Library even mounted two sepa-
rate exhibits, one for adults and another
for children, ensuring that visitors of all
ages could connect with Jewish stories
and experiences.

At the Portsmouth Athenacum, Re-
search Librarian Jessie Zaricki captured
the spirit of the month beautifully, not-
ing that JAHM is a time when “hundreds
of organizations and Americans of all
backgrounds connect to discover, ex-
plore, and celebrate the vibrant and var-
ied American Jewish experience.” Their
carefully curated book display, paired
with detailed online synopses, offered
visitors both visual and intellectual entry
points into Jewish American history.
Similarly, the Merrimack Public Library
created prominent book displays
throughout its space and expanded ac-
cess through a comprehensive online cat-
alog of recommended titles.

While the number of participating li-
braries may seem modest, the impact is
anything but. These displays reached hun-
dreds of patrons, offering a positive and
accurate portrayal of Jewish life and con-
tributions in America. Just as importantly,
they demonstrate what is possible when
community institutions work together.

Weur Tederation « oo

Jewish American Heritage Month:
Building Community Through Libraries

JEWISH AMERICAN
HERITAGE MONTH
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Momentum is already building. Local
and regional chapters of Hadassah have
begun reaching out to libraries in their
own communities, expanding the initia-
tive through grassroots collaboration.
This growing network underscores the
power of partnership—and the potential
for even broader participation in the
years ahead.

Perhaps most encouraging are the rela-
tionships now taking shape. Julia Lanter
of the Exeter Public Library shared her
interest not only in JAHM, but also in

FIC VAU |
P BWuU

EMINENT JEWS

BERASHN HBRES. FRIEEAR. Wi (2
%

THE COST OF

FREE LAND

JEWS, LAKOTA,
AMD AN AMERICAN
INHERITANCE

EMINENT JEWS

(:
¥
2

DAVIR DFNRY

i
ﬁg, 24
0
4

future collaboration around Holocaust
remembrance. Her library, which has a
meaningful connection to Holocaust sur-
vivors, is eager to honor their memory
through educational displays. In re-
sponse, the Federation provided resourc-
es from leading institutions including the
United States Holocaust Memorial Mu-
seum, Facing History & Ourselves, and

Yad Vashem, among others.

These connections point to a promising
future—one in which libraries serve as vi-
tal partners in sharing Jewish history,
combating antisemitism, and fostering un-
derstanding across communities. With
continued outreach and collaboration, the
impact of initiatives like Jewish American
Heritage Month can only grow stronger.
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Earlier this year, the Jewish Federa-
tion of New Hampshire reached out to
the New Hampshire Department of
Education, statewide education associ-
ations, and athletic organizations—in-
cluding the New Hampshire Interscho-
lastic Athletic Association—to request
their partnership in avoiding schedul-
ing conflicts with major Jewish holi-
days. As part of this outreach, a calen-
dar of Jewish holidays for the 2026-
2027 academic year was shared to sup-
port thoughtful planning.

We are pleased to provide that calen-
dar again here as a resource for schools,
athletic programs, and community orga-
nizations as they plan for the coming
year. We hope it will be used to ensure
that students and families are able to ful-
ly participate in both their educational
and religious lives without conflict.

Education

New Hampshire Jewish Holiday Planning for School,
Sporting Events, & More

We also encourage families to engage
proactively with school and athletic lead-
ers to highlight the importance of these
dates and to share any scheduling con-
cerns. Your partnership helps ensure that
our community’s needs are recognized
and respected.

My. Frank Edelblut

Commissioner

State of New Hampshire Department of
Education

101 Pleasant Street

Concord, New Hampshire 03301

Dear Commissioner Edelblut,

As school districts create their calendars
for the upcoming academic year, we write
to remind you of the dates of important
Planning for School continued on page 9

2027-2028 Calendar of Major Jewish Holidays

Abstaining from school, work, and secular activities is a critical part of the observance of some of the Jewish
holidays. On some occasions, a fast is required. As a result, Jewish individuals may be absent from work and
school.

This calendar has been prepared to assist you in scheduling business, school, and community events to avoid
conflicts that place Jewish students and employees in a difficult situation or at a disadvantage. We ask that you
consider these dates when scheduling examinations, assemblies, parent-teacher conferences, sports and
theatrical tryouts and events, field trips, major assignments, school photographs, and graduations, as well as
school-related programs for parents and teachers and other school officials. If conflicts cannot be avoided, we
ask that arrangements be made that will place Jewish students and workers on an equal footing with their peers.

HOLIDAY DATES

Rosh Hashanabh, the first of the High
Holidays, is the Jewish New Year.

Begins sunset of Friday, October 1, 2027; Ends nightfall
of Sunday, October 3, 2027. No work is permitted.

Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement)
is the holiest day on the Jewish
calendar.

Begins sunset of Sunday, October 10, 2027; Ends
nightfall of Monday, October 11, 2027. No work is
permitted.

Sukkot (Feast of Tabernacles). Begins sunset of Friday, October 15, 2027,
Ends nightfall of Friday, October 22, 2027.

No work permitted on October 16, 2027.

Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah

2026-2027 Calendar of Major Jewish Holidays

Abstaining from school, work, and secular activities is a critical part of the observance of some of the Jewish
holidays. On some occasions, a fast is required. As a result, Jewish individuals may be absent from work and
school.

This calendar has been prepared to assist you in scheduling business, school, and community events to avoid
conflicts that place Jewish students and employees in a difficult situation or at a disadvantage. We ask that you
consider these dates when scheduling examinations, assemblies, parent-teacher conferences, sports and
theatrical tryouts and events, field trips, major assignments, school photographs, and graduations, as well as
school-related programs for parents and teachers and other school officials. If conflicts cannot be avoided, we
ask that arrangements be made that will place Jewish students and workers on an equal footing with their peers.

Begins sunset of Friday, October 22, 2027,
Ends nightfall of Sunday, October 24, 2027.
No work is permitted.

Chanukah

Begins sunset of Friday, December 24, 2027,

Ends nightfall of Saturday, January 1, 2028. Work is
permitted except on Shabbat, i.c., the Sabbath (which
begins Friday 18 minutes before sunset and ends
Saturday at nightfall).

Passover

Begins sunset of Monday, April 10, 2028; Ends

HOLIDAY

DATES

Rosh Hashanabh, the first of the High
Holidays, is the Jewish New Year.

Begins sunset of Friday, September 11, 2026; Ends
nightfall of Sunday, September 13, 2026. No work is
permitted.

Yom Kippur (the Day of Atonement)
is the holiest day on the Jewish
calendar.

Begins sunset of Sunday, September 20, 2026; Ends
nightfall of Monday, September 21, 2026. No work is
permitted.

nightfall of Tuesday, April 18, 2028. No work is
permitted on April 11 and April 17.

Shavuot Begins sunset of Tuesday, May 30, 2028;
Ends nightfall of Thursday, June 1, 2028.

No work is permitted.

Sukkot (Feast of Tabernacles).

Begins sunset of Friday, September 25, 2026,
Ends nightfall of Friday, October 2, 2026.
No work permitted on September 26 - 27.

Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah

Begins sunset of Friday, October 2, 2026;
Ends nightfall of Sunday, October 4, 2026.
No work is permitted.

Chanukah

Begins sunset of Friday, December 4, 2026,

Ends nightfall of Saturday, December 12, 2026. Work is
permitted except on Shabbat, i.c., the Sabbath (which
begins Friday 18 minutes before sunset and ends
Saturday at nightfall).

Passover

Begins sunset of Wednesday, April 21, 2027; Ends
nightfall of Thursday, April 29, 2027. No work is
permitted on April 22 and April 28.

Shavuot

Begins sunset of Thursday, June 10, 2027;
Ends nightfall of Saturday, June 12, 2027.
No work is permitted.

Jewish Holiday Descriptions

Rosh Hashanah - Rosh Hashanah is considered the anniversary of the creation of humankind and is celebrated
as the Jewish New Year. This is the day on which all of humankind is judged. Together with Yom Kippur,
Rosh Hashanah is part of the Days of Awe. The focus of this period is self-examination, repentance, and the
performance of righteous deeds.

Yom Kippur - The Jewish Day of Atonement. This is the most solemn day of the Jewish year devoted to prayer
and fasting.

Sukkot - An eight-day Jewish holiday of thanksgiving, harvest, and remembrance of Jews wandering in the
desert after the Exodus from Egypt.

Shemini Atzeret - Shemini Atzeret, which occurs on the final day of Sukkot, is an extra celebration in which
the Creator invites the Jewish people to stay for a more intimate celebration.

Simchat Torah - The annual reading (in weekly portions) of the Torah is complete and begun anew in the
synagogue.

Chanukah - An eight-day Jewish holiday commemorating the rededication of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem
after its defilement by those who sought to force the Jewish people to reject Judaism and accept their culture
and belief instead.

Passover - An eight-day Jewish holiday marking deliverance of the Jews from slavery in Egypt.

Shavuot - Jewish holiday commemorating the giving of the Torah (Law) on Mount Sinai.

The New Hampshire W/ Jewish Reporter

Sivan - Tammuz - Av 5786 ¢ June - July 2026




The Jewish Federation of New Hamp-
shire is pleased to help spread the word
about an exciting opportunity for Jewish
students across the Granite State
through the Brindis Fund Scholarship.
This $5,000 scholarship is available to
Jewish college students and college-
bound high school seniors from
throughout New Hampshire who have
demonstrated a meaningful commit-
ment to Jewish communal life.

The Brindis Fund Scholarship was es-
tablished to support and encourage the
next generation of Jewish leaders, volun-
teers, and community builders. Whether
through synagogue involvement, youth
groups, social action projects, Israel ad-
vocacy, Jewish education, cultural pro-
gramming, or other forms of engage-
ment, applicants are encouraged to share
the ways they have contributed to Jewish
life in their communities.

Eligible students are invited to submit
an application by August 1, 2026. Appli-

Education

Brindis Fund Scholarship to
Support New Hampshire
Jewish Students

cations should include a short personal
bio along with a description of the ap-
plicant’s Jewish communal activities and
involvement up to this point in their life.
The scholarship committee is especially
interested in learning how applicants
have helped strengthen Jewish commu-
nity, identity, and connection in New
Hampshire and beyond.

The Jewish community thrives be-
cause of individuals who choose to give
their time, energy, and passion to others.
Scholarships like this not only recognize
those efforts, but also invest in the future
of Jewish life by supporting students as
they continue their educational and per-
sonal journeys.

Applications and questions can be
sent directly to Scott Selig at: scott-
selig2017@gmail.com.

We encourage families, congregations,
educators, and community leaders
across New Hampshire to share this op-
portunity widely with eligible students.

Planning for School

continued from page 8

Jewish holidays. Enclosed is a calendar
for the 2025-2026 academic year.

We think it is critical that in scheduling
important activities, schools do not inad-
vertently dissuade Jewish students and
employees from observing important reli-
gious holidays or place those students and
employees at a disadvantage. As we have
in the past, we ask that you share this let-
ter and the calendar with all school ad-
ministrative units and ask that they in
turn share these materials with school
principals.

It is our hope that schools will avoid the
dates set out in the calendar as they plan
important events, including exams, assem-
blies, tryouts and auditions, field trips,
sporting events, school dances, and gradu-
ations. We deeply appreciate their sensi-
tivity in avoiding conflicts as they schedule
events and activities for students, parents,
faculty, and any other district staff who
would be adversely impacted.

Abstaining from school, work and secu-
lar activities is a critical part of the obser-
vance of some of the Jewish holidays. This

is especially the case for the “High Holi-
days” of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur,
and for the first two days of the important
holiday of Passover.

Although the Jewish day begins and
ends at sunset, many people need to be ab-
sent from school or work the entire day on
which the holiday begins. As an example,
the first night of Passover begins with a
seder, a complex ritual meal that involves
the re-telling of the exodus through stories
and song and the consumption of ritual
foods. Many people travel great distances
to share this significant event with family
members. There is another seder on the
second night of Passover.

We thank you in advance for your un-
derstanding and consideration of the im-
portant dates set out on the enclosed cal-
endar.

We hope that schools will look to the
Jewish Federation of New Hampshire as a
resource if they have questions when
scheduling important events or addressing
potential conflicts in the SAU calendar.

Sincerely,
Erik Martin
Executive Director

See what’s happening in the community at www.jewishnh.org

" 'Review your favorite -
~ PJOur Way book -
for The Reporter!

Do you have a favorite P) Our Way book?
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Something you just couldn't put down e ¢
or that you think EVERYONE should read? fo g
Tell us all about it! ®e

Send your reviews to ©
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Dinah.Berch@jewishnh.org .

or email for details & question prompts. ¥ R Rt S o
We'll publish your review in
upcoming issues of The Reporter | \
and on Facebook!
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P) Our Way sends FREE lewish middle-grade books for
kids ages 9 through 12. Sign up at pjourway.orglenroll

ANNED GIVING
Secure the future of our Jewish community

As you envision the future of the Jewish community that means so much
to you, consider creating a planned gift with the Jewish Federation of
New Hampshire that will touch the lives of generations to come.

ENDOWMENT AND PLANNED GIVING

By making a planned gift to a JENH endowment fund, you can ensure that your generosity and vision will have an
impact that extends far beyond your lifetime. Endowment funds that were established decades ago are still providing
important support to our community today. At JFENH, we have the knowledge and expertise to help you design a
planned gift that meets your needs while also endowing your personal vision for the future.

Unrestricted Endowment. A gift to JENH'’s Unrestricted Endowment will support the full spectrum of initiatives
and programs essential to the future of our Jewish community.

Perpetual Annual Campaign Endowment (PACE). You can create an endowment to perpetuate your Annual
Campaign gift. This is a wonderful way to sustain your lifelong investment in the community you have helped
build.

Restricted Endowment. Our planned giving professionals will work with you to craft a gift that supports the work
of a valued partner organization or an area of particular interest to you, such as caring for the most vulnerable,
engaging people of all ages in Jewish learning, and supporting Israel.

WAYS TO ENDOW YOUR VISION

¢ Bequests: A bequest through your will, trust, or retirement account is an easy way to create an endowment. We will
work with you and your advisor to create a gift that clearly reflects and honors your intentions.

¢ Retirement Plan Assets: You may designate JFNH as a beneficiary of a qualified retirement plan such as an IRA,
401(k), or 403(b). To do so, simply contact your plan administrator and complete the appropriate beneficiary designation
form. By naming JFNH as a beneficiary, you may avoid significant and often unanticipated estate and income taxes that
would otherwise be paid by your heirs.

¢ Life Income Gifts: A Charitable Gift Annuity or a Charitable Remainder Trust can provide an immediate tax deduction
and lifetime income for one or more beneficiaries. After the death of the last beneficiary, the remainder becomes part of an
endowment fund to be used in accordance with your wishes.

« Life Insurance: You may purchase a life insurance policy that names JFNH as both owner and beneficiary. After your
passing, JENH will redeem the policy and the proceeds will support JENH’s endowment.
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Early summer in the Upper Valley
has a way of making Psalm 121 feel
very close. At Dartmouth, this is Soph-
omore Summer, when nearly every ris-
ing junior is on campus, and the entire
class experiences a shared season of
growth and reflection. The mountains
rise in their deepening green, the Con-
necticut River moves with quiet steadi-
ness, and the long light settles over the
Green as if to remind us that renewal
often comes quietly.

Across the Jewish world, this is a mo-
ment that poses the Psalmist's enduring

query:

"I lift up my eyes to the mountains:
from where will my help come?"

Psalm 121:1 (translation by Robert
Alter)

pomtie [Simak

Lifting Our Eyes to the Mountains: Jewish Life in a Season of Long Light

Rabbi in the House

Rabbi Seth Linfeld
Hillel at Dartmouth

At Dartmouth, challenges echo that
are felt across campuses nationwide.
Students are searching for meaning yet
remain wary of institutions, uncertain
whether organized Jewish life can hold
their questions or their hopes. They nav-
igate a digital landscape where social
media accelerates misinformation and
intensifies identity pressures, often leav-
ing them unsure what is true or whom to
trust. At the same time, the mental

Foster Fun

Jewish Federation

OF NEW HAMPEHIRE

JEWISH FEDERATION OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
CORDIALLY INVITES YOU TO A

Summer Garden
Party

US IN A PRIVATE GARDEN IN
MANCHESTER FOR LIVE MUSIC, ]
AFTERNOON TEA AND DESSERT. ]

JULY 16, 2PM
RSVP FOR ADDRESS
$5/GUEST. CALL 603-627-7679 OR
SCAN QR TO REGISTER BY JULY 15TH.
RAIN DATE: JULY 23.

Email Dinah Berch at @
dinah.berch@jewishnh.org wnth queshorksn

/ P
- Fundindin ;ﬂg The xwﬂeg@?atum of New Hampé.htm! The Ben anﬁ Zelma Dorsdr M

The Saul Sidore Fund, The Paul and Fran Gordon Fund and The Singer Family Trust Fund

health strain that defines so much of
college life today makes it harder for
students to feel grounded or connected.
Even when they long for community,
many struggle to summon the energy to
reach for it.

Rising antisemitism adds pressure
from the outside and often leaves stu-
dents feeling exposed in ways that are
painfully new. Hostility from beyond
the campus can seep into daily life,
which makes it even more essential to
strengthen our inner life as a commu-
nity and the bonds that hold us togeth-
er. Yet polarization within student
communities can strain relationships
that once felt natural and easy. These
forces converge to create a campus en-
vironment where belonging must be
cultivated with intention and care.

"My help is from the LORD, maker of
heaven and earth."
Psalm 121:2

Psalm 121 answers its own question
with quiet conviction: My help is from
the LORD. In the language of Hillel
work, that help arrives through relation-
ship-based engagement, through the sa-
cred act of accompaniment.

At Dartmouth Hillel, Psalm 121 be-
comes a lived practice. Help comes
when a student is met for coffee under
the tall pines and feels heard. Help
comes when Shabbat melodies rise from
the Alperin/Hirsch Sanctuary and the
noise of packed Shabbat Dinner tables
fills the Roth Center and a student real-
izes, in the warmth of that crowded
Bildner Dining Room, that they are not

alone. Help comes when small groups
gather as learning cohorts in the Kore-
man Library, questioning and disagree-
ing with kindness, and discover that
this community can hold differences
without breaking. These moments are
holy. They are the steady ways we an-
swer the Psalmist’s question with our
own hands and hearts.

In this season of long light, Dart-
mouth Hillel strives to be a place where
Jewish campus life does its thinking, a
laboratory of belonging, and a beit mi-
drash (study hall) for the future.

Here, students wrestle with the hard-
est questions of identity, community,
purpose, and Israel, doing so with hon-
esty and courage. What happens in this
valley can ripple outward and offer a
model of Jewish life that is resilient and
rooted in connection.

Psalm 121 ends with a promise:

"The LORD guards your going and your
coming, now and forevermore."
Psalm 121:8

In this season of long days and grow-
ing light, let us guard one another's steps
with care. Let us build a community
where every soul is seen and every ques-
tion welcomed. Let us lift our eyes to the
mountains and become, in our own
time, the help the Psalmist longed for, a
people who answer fear with courage
and the challenges of this moment with
a steadfast commitment to one another
and to the Jewish future.

May this summer bring strength to
those who are weary and blessing to all
who seek meaning and peace.

On Frzday April 10th, Laconia's Temple B'nai Israel Adult Education Committee
hosted, as part of their Wisdom & Wellness series, a presentation by Melissa
Grenier from the New Hampshire Alzheimer’s Association titled “Healthy Living

for your Brain and Body”.

The event was well attended and informative. For those

of you who missed it, the Alzheimer’s Association website at alz.org has a wealth
of information about Brain Health under their Help & Support tab. Please stay
tuned for more exciting and informative Adult Education events!
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B TEMLDNQAR m‘i:._‘. ,@ E] Library

Bring Jewish stories home

Btz Hayom Symagegue

aLs SR ET
\ A TEMPLE BETH JACOB  TEMPLE
BETH ABRAHAM :‘.‘:‘i‘ Fap ERhess

CULTURE - CREATIVITY\-GQ N

ISRAE

Celebrate Lirael with o
Calwfa Tel Noar, #. ctead,

Join the Jewish Federation of New ’
Hampshire and synagogue partners from

across the state for a joyful, family-friendly
Yom Ha’atzmaut-connected celebration.

Sunday, June 7, 2-5pm

Questions? Email info@jewishnh.org or

call JFNH office at (603) 627-7679 :Q
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Author and Holocaust Survivor Janet Smger Applefield

Author and Holocaust Survivor Ja-
net Singer Applefield visited Temple Is-
rael Portsmouth to tell her engaging
story of combating hate and prejudice
on April 12, 2026.

Federation

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

Seniores Forever M v i

Lunch & Learn: Antisemitism in New Hampshire

June 25th, 11:30am

Join us for a conversation with NH State Representatives Paul Berch
and Jessica Grill on recent Antisemitic activities and legislation
followed by a Q&A.

In Person in the JFNH Community Room, 273 South River Road, Unit #5,
Bedford, NH 03110

Registration required.
$8/person | Pizza and salad lunch provided
Zoom link available upon request.

]

e
!1_1'-5 iy the QR code or call
E - & the JFNH office at

603-627-7679

Funding in part by The Jewish Federation of New Hampshire, The Ben and Zelma Dorson Fund, The Maurice Foster Fund,
The Saul Sidore Fund, The Paul and Fran Gordon Fund and The Singer Family Trust Fund
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Order Online Available Beginning Sunday,
May 31

Laconia, NH - Get ready to enjoy the
taste of tradition! The 29th annual New
Hampshire Jewish Food Festival, a pop-
ular summer event in the Lakes Region
and a vital fundraiser for Temple B’nai
Israel (TBI) of Laconia, is back to de-
light your taste buds.

From authentic homemade Jewish
food prepared with love and care by TBI
members, to premium deli selections, this
festival offers a delicious array of treats
you won't want to miss. Indulge in home-
made favorites including savory brisket,
comforting matzah ball soup, crispy
latkes, flaky knishes, sweet rugelach, and
much more. Stock up on the best quality
corned beef, pastrami, and tongue direct-

n Hie C’ammum‘f}

Delighting in the Flavors of the
29th Annual New Hampshire J ew1sh Food Festival

ly sourced from Evan’s Deli in Marble-
head, MA.

“Our very popular Lunch and Dinner
Packs will be available again this year,”
stated Susan Needleman, TBI member
who is responsible for all food prepara-
tion for the New Hampshire Jewish
Food Festival. “The Lunch Pack is per-
fect for on-the-go summer adventures,
and the Dinner Pack is a complete, fro-
zen meal perfect for holiday gatherings
or busy weeknights.”

A Festival Steeped
Tradition:

Over the years there have been many
changes to the New Hampshire Jewish
Food Festival, but the consistent compo-
nent has always been the focus on the
food. Almost every item sold is made by
TBI members, working in teams, pouring

in Love and

their hearts and countless hours of chop-
ping, slicing, rolling, and frying into cre-
ating these culinary delights, all while
schmoozing in the TBI kitchen. Their

unwavering commitment to quality en-
sures every bite is a taste of authentic tra-
dition and sincere care. Their focus is
clear: if the food isn't exceptional, the
mission isn't complete.

How To Purchase:

Ordering from the full 2026 menu will
be available beginning Sunday, May 31
and will run through Sunday, July 5 on
the TBI website, https://tbinh.org. Food
quantities will be limited and likely to sell
out, so early ordering is highly recom-
mended. Convenient curbside and drive-
through pickup will be available by ap-
pointment only on Friday, July 17 and
Saturday, July 18.

For More Information

Contact: Maria Cantor

Email: mcantor40@gmail.com

Cell: 617-680-9452

A Voice of Resilience:
BHC Welcomes Holocaust
Survivor Erika Fabian

The Bethlehem Hebrew Congregation
is honored to invite the community to a
special Holocaust Remembrance pro-
gram. On Sunday, June 28, 2026, at 2:30
pm, we will gather to light candles for
those who perished and to hear Erika
Fabian, a woman whose life story is a
testament to the strength of the human
spirit against the darkest tides of the
20th century.

Born in Budapest, Fabian was only
four years old when the Nazi shadow
fell over her homeland. While her father
was taken to a prison camp, never to re-
turn, Erika, her sister, and her mother
survived by the narrowest of margins—
hiding in plain sight.

Through the use of false Christian pa-
pers, the trio managed to evade capture
while nearly eighty percent of their ex-
tended family perished in the camps.
Yet, the end of World War II did not
bring immediate peace. Erika’s family
soon found themselves living under the
oppressive Stalinist regime in Hungary.
After a harrowing attempt to escape to
the West that resulted in their imprison-
ment, they finally secured their freedom
following the 1956 Hungarian uprising,
eventually making their way to the Unit-
ed States.

Fabian did not just survive, she flour-

ished. After graduating from high school
in New Jersey, she attended Northwest-
ern University and subsequently worked
in the theatre, eventually opening an act-
ing school in San Francisco. She later
became a photojournalist. She recently
self-published an autobiographical nov-
el, Liars' Paradise, based on her child-
hood experiences.

Bethlehem Hebrew Congregation's
Holocaust Remembrance program is
free and open to the public. It will take
place on Sunday, June 28, 2026 at 2:30
PM, in person at Bethlehem Hebrew
Congregation, 39 Strawberry Hill Road,
Bethlehem, New Hampshire and on
Zoom (Ms. Fabian will join us remotely
from her home in Los Angeles). For
more information or to register to re-
ceive the Zoom link, please email Beth-
lehemshul@gmail.com.

Journalist and author Laura Knoy
speaks at Temple Beth Abraham
in Nashua on June 27

After Shabbat services
on June 27, come hear
award-winning journalist,
podcaster and author Lau-
ra Knoy speak about her
recently published histori-
cal fiction novel, The Shop-
keeper of Alsace. Inspired
by a true story, the book
follows Sarah, a Jewish
woman whose experiences
during World War I help
her protect her family dur-
ing World War II in the Alsace region of
France.

The book follows Sarah from her
youth in Poland through her life as a suc-
cessful shopkeeper in Colmar, detailing
her resilience and resourcefulness as she
navigates the dangers of the Nazi occu-
pation. Drawing on real family accounts
and letters, The Shopkeeper of Alsace is a
powerful story of survival, and the im-
pact of war on ordinary people.

For 25 years, Laura Knoy hosted New
Hampshire Public Radio’s live, daily
news and public affairs call-in show The
Exchange. Over the years, she inter-
viewed thousands of inspiring, wonder-
ful people. At both the state and nation-
al level, the show was repeatedly cited
for its intelligence, depth, and civility.

During her June 27 pre-
sentation, Laura will dis-
cuss the inspiration for her
novel, rooted in a 35-year
friendship with Annette,
whom she met as an ex-
change student in Stras-
bourg, France in the mid-
1980s. Annette, who was
about Laura’s mother’s age,
once casually mentioned
she was hidden at a convent
during the war.

After Annette’s death in 2015, Laura
regretted not asking more about An-
nette’s wartime girlhood. But then in
2018, Annette’s daughter, Brigitte, re-
vealed that cassette tapes existed in
which Annette and her siblings had re-
corded their memories of the war. She
also connected Laura with Annette’s
brother, her Uncle Jacques, who, at age
95, still remembered everything. Be-
tween her interview with Jacques and
the cassettes, the foundation for The
Shopkeeper of Alsace came to life.

A light lunch will be served after Shab-
bat services. There is no charge, but dona-
tions for programs like this one are strong-
ly encouraged. Register for the event at
https://tbanashua.shulcloud.com/event/
lunch-and-learn---laura-knoy.html
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On April 19, the community came to-
gether for an intergenerational program
on Jewish names and identity. “Names
We Carry,” a partnership between PJ
Our Way, the Jewish Federation of
New Hampshire, Temple Israel Ports-

n the C’ammum‘fy
Names We Carry

mouth, and the Jewish Language Proj-
ect, invited participants to share the
stories behind their names and explore
their meanings. Participants then creat-
ed personalized name jewelry and yadot
(ritual pointers) as keepsakes.

a Jewish Name?

ame is a name
ko Jewish life—
radition, or pe

@ Jewish

SEACOAST

CHAAB Juwis: CinTER

il ¥ 2
L J’J s ‘
’a L
' F

¥ R~

MUSIG FoOD VENDORS

HAMPTON BEACH STAT

CRAFTS

’?ou-gz INVITED TO

HAMPSHIRE _

o

UNITY ART

PARK PARKING,
NH-1A HAMPTON, NH 03842

SECURE YOUR TICKETS AT
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Northern New England
Communities Unite Around
Voluntourism in Israel

By Arinne Edelman

Jewish leaders from across northern
New England gathered in Portsmouth on
May 6th for a first-of-its-kind regional
roundtable aimed at fostering Jewish
American identity and supporting Jewish
education through the encouragement of
voluntourism and experiential education
in Israel. Hosted by the Jewish Federa-
tion of New Hampshire at historic Tem-
ple Israel in Portsmouth, the gathering
brought together the Jewish Community
Alliance of Southern Maine, the Jewish
Communities of Vermont, rabbis from
across the region, Israeli officials, and
nonprofit leaders to discuss how the Jew-
ish American community can help
strengthen Jewish American community
and engagement while reinforcing Israel’s
tourism and volunteer sectors.

This marks a historic convening of
communal organizations serving the
Jewish communities of Vermont, New
Hampshire, Maine, and Northern
Massachusetts.

Chad Martin, Director of the North-
east Region for Israel’s Ministry of
Tourism, and Jordanna Cantin, Busi-
ness Development Manager from the
Ministry, traveled from New York City
to address attendees.

Martin shared that more than two mil-
lion trips to Israel were canceled because
of the war, dealing a major blow not only
to Israel’s economy but also to Ameri-
cans’ understanding of the realities on
the ground.

“When people return from Israel, they
become ambassadors,” Martin highlight-
ed. “They share what they saw with their
communities, on social media, and
through deeper Jewish engagement.”

The conversation focused on practical
strategies to strengthen community and
volunteer missions to Israel, including re-
ducing financial barriers, engaging travel-
ers through niche trips of interest to mul-
tiple communities, post-trip follow-up
engagement, and expanding community
partnerships across the region.

Gilad Skolnick, Leket’s New England
Director, highlighted the growing need
for volunteers in Israel, noting that Leket
Israel hosted more than 100,000 volun-
teers over the past year while Israel cur-
rently faces a shortage of approximately
30,000 agricultural workers.

Leket Israel, Israel’s national food
bank - widely believed to be the world’s
largest food rescue organization - res-
cues surplus agricultural produce and
prepared food that would otherwise be
discarded and redistributes it to ap-
proximately 475,000 Israelis in need ev-
ery week.

Jeremy Berger, chair of the Jewish Fed-
eration of New Hampshire, announced
exciting plans for a new subsidized Israel
trip initiative, alongside other innovative
efforts to strengthen Israel engagement in
the region.

Among others participating were Rab-
bi Alex Matthews of Temple Ahavas
Achim in Newburyport, Rabbi Daniel
Aronson of Ahavas Achim in Keene,
Rabbi Gary Berenson of Etz Hayim in
Portland, Maine, Rabbi Jon Spira Savett
and Sarit Tsor of Temple Beth Abraham
in Nashua, and Mark Ettinger, President
and chair of the board of the Food Res-
cue Institute, and a board member of Le-
ket Israel, and staff from Israel’s Consul-
ate for New England. The convening was
sponsored by Returning the Sparks and
spearheaded by American Friends of Le-
ket Israel.

Organizers expressed hope that the
Portsmouth gathering would mark the
beginning of an ongoing northern New
England partnership focused on in-
creasing travel to Israel, expanding vol-
unteer opportunities, and deepening
ties between local Jewish communities
and Israel.

Arinne Edelman is a former UNH
Hillel Advisor and the Executive Director
of Returning the Sparks, which creates
opportunities to transform  people’s
connections with Judaism, with Israel,
and with each other. https:/lwww.
returningthesparks.org

Etz Hayim Synagogue Presents:
Solving the Food Crisis
in Israel by Gilad Skolnick

On June 11 at 7:00PM, Gilad Skol-
nick, New England director for Ameri-
can Friends of Leket Israel, will share
stories that go beyond the headlines
about the food crisis in Israel, ground-
breaking new Israeli laws enabling food
rescue unlike anything elsewhere in the
world, and how the war-ravaged agricul-
tural sector is being restored.

Leket Israel, the National Food Bank,
is Israel’s leading food rescue organiza-
tion. Unlike other food banks, its sole
mission is to rescue healthy, surplus
food and deliver it to those in need
through a network of nonprofit part-
ners. It is believed to operate the largest
gleaning program in the world, rescuing
and distributing meals every week to
vulnerable Israelis of all backgrounds—
including single parents, Israeli Arabs,
new immigrants from Ethiopia and
Ukraine, and Holocaust survivors.

To learn more about Leket Israel and

= ‘0 ‘o
«\/ /e
American < ’

Friends of 4
Lleket | Israel

The National Food Bank

to donate, visit https://www.leket.org/en/
online-donation/.

These presentations are part of Etz
Hayim Synagogue’s Adult Continuing
Education Program, “Hot Topics and
Cool Contemporary Stuff.” All pro-
grams are held at Etz Hayim Synagogue,
1 2 Hood Road, Derry, NH 03038.
Please visit www.etzhayim.org/learn/
adult-learning for a complete listing of
Hot Topics. For more information,
please contact Stephen Soreff, MD, at
soreffs1 5@aol.com or 603-895-6120.

SHARE LIFE’S
GREATEST MILESTONES

The perfect backdrop to your celebrations, featuring indoor and
outdoor event spaces for groups of 2 to 300

Weddings | Bar and Bat Mitzvahs

Special Occasions| Carporate Events

Unforgettable events are for evervone: membership s not required to host here

manchestercountryclub.com.com | (603) 624-4096 ext. 4
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As the Bethlehem Hebrew Congrega-
tion (BHC) enters its 106th summer sea-
son, we welcome our new spiritual leader,
Rabbi Hazzan Jeremy Lipton, who holds
Master's degrees in Jewish studies and
Music/Vocal Performance. Rabbi Lipton
has over 25 years of pulpit experience as
a rabbi, hazzan and Jewish communal
leader in congregations in Akron, Ohio;
Los Angeles, California; San Antonio,
Texas; and Toulouse, France. His pres-
ence in Bethlehem promises to fill our
summer with both wisdom and song. We
also warmly welcome his wife, Dr. Kay
Lipton, a noted musicologist, to our
community.

BHC’s long running “Building Com-
munity Through the Arts” summer pro-
gram continues to thrive: The Books of
Jewish Interest discussion group, the
Sounds in the Sanctuary classical music
series, and the White Mountain Jewish
Film Festival all have exciting line-ups
for 2026.

This summer, Books of Jewish Interest
(BJI) returns with a thoughtful set of
readings centered on a theme that has
shaped Jewish history and identity for
generations: the search for a homeland.
Shlomo Shyovitz will join us in person to
discuss his novel Borne Back, a journey
through time to the Israel of his youth.
Alina Adams, a New York Times best-
selling author, will join us via Zoom to
talk about her novel, My Mother’s Se-
cret, which follows an idealistic young
woman through harrowing adventures as
she struggles to help establish a Jewish
homeland in Russia.

In My Highjacking, Martha Hodes re-
counts her experience as a twelve-year-
old traveling with her older sister when
their flight, TWA 741, was hijacked en
route from Frankfurt to New York in
1970. Finally, Rachel Cockerell's richly
researched book, Melting Point, traces
the development of the Zionist move-
ment and the early ideas that contributed
to the founding of today’s Jewish state.
Co-sponsor Bethlehem Public Library
will be hosting BJI again this year, in per-
son at the library and on Zoom, on
Wednesday afternoons at 4 p.m., July 8,
July 22, August 5, and August 19.

Sounds in the Sanctuary opens its sea-
son on Friday, July 17, welcoming back
pianist Bernard Rose for a program of
works by Bach, Beethoven, and Cope-
land. July 31, the "Odesa Boys," clarinet-
ist Julian Milkis and pianist Maxim
Lubarsky, will perform pieces by Piaz-
zolla, Part, Silvestrov, Lubarsky, and

n the Community)
A Summer Filled with Wisdom and Song

Kancheli. Dr. Richard Kogan, acclaimed
for his programs delving into the minds
and music of great composers, will pres-
ent "Schumann: Music, Mood Swings,
and Madness" on August 14. Violinist
Isabelle Durin, accompanied by pianist
Maxime Zecchini, will present a perfor-
mance entitled "Exile to Hollywood: Jew-
ish Composers in the Golden Age of
Film" on August 28. Our concerts are
held in the BHC sanctuary at 39 Straw-
berry Hill Road, Bethlehem, on Fridays
at 4:00 pm (note the new time this year)
with a reception following.

Furthermore, Sounds in the Sanctuary
joins Bethlehem's Colonial Theatre to
present a special performance by Israeli
jazz clarinetist-saxophonist Anat Cohen
at the Colonial on Sunday, September 6
at 2 pm. We hope that jazz enthusiasts
throughout New Hampshire will take

this opportunity to come north of the
Notch, spend a day in lovely Bethlehem,
and attend an amazing concert.

The 2026 White Mountain Jewish Film
Festival features five deeply moving de-
pictions of tormented souls struggling
with past secrets. We open on July 9 with
For the Love of a Woman (2025), which
follows a woman in 1970s Israel unearth-
ing family secrets from 1930s Palestine.
The guest speaker is Dr. Shayna Weiss,
Senior Associate Director of the Schus-
terman Center for Israeli Studies at
Brandeis University.

On July 23, we'll screen Mr. Klein
(1976), in which an opportunistic art
dealer in Nazi-occupied Paris is mistaken
for a Jewish man of the same name. Join-
ing us as guest speaker is Dr. Kate Gi-
beault, Director of the Cohen Institute
for Holocaust and Genocide Studies at
Keene State College.

The film on August 6 is Next Stop,
Greenwich Village, which also debuted in
1976. Modeled on writer-director Paul
Mazursky's own experiences, the main
character is Larry Lapinsky, an aspiring
actor in his early twenties who leaves his
Brooklyn home, kvetching mother, and
hen-pecked pop to move to 1950s Green-
wich Village, a few subway stops and sev-
eral worlds away. The guest speaker is
WMIFF's favorite film historian, Rick
Winston.

The next film, on August 20, is Un-

spoken (2024), which follows the story
of Noam, a closeted teenager in a reli-
gious community who discovers that he
might not be alone. When he finds a
love letter written to his grandfather by
another man before the Holocaust, he
sets out to find this mysterious person
and uncover his grandfather's identity
as well as his own.

Finally, the film festival concludes
with a classic on September 3: Save the
Tiger (1973). Jack Lemmon won an Os-
car for his portrayal of Harry Stoner, a
businessman who juggles the books,
supplies women for clients, and even
sets fire to his own dress manufacturing
factory in the name of getting ahead.
He is drawn to the idea of an earlier
America, in which morality mattered,
but is frightened to break away from
the emptiness of his seemingly success-
ful life.

As always, the film festival will be held
on Thursday evenings at Bethlehem’s his-
toric Colonial The-
atre. Your ticket in-
cludes our famous
patio party and the
guest speakers who
introduce each film ==
and lead a Q&A af- E
ter the screening.

Please see the BHC website, www.
bethlehemsynagogue.org  for  more
information on all our summer events.

Israel, email info@tbinh.org.

s — g
Temple B'nai Israel of Laconia's Sisterhood enjoyed each other's
company and the sunshine during their first event of 2026, while
spending the afternoon taking a tour through the annual Meredith
NH Sculpture Walk. For more information about Temple B’nai
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By Joshua Kail, America’s Rebbitzman

It may seem like the High Holy Days
are a lifetime away, but for your Rabbi,
the prep for sermon writing starts now!
But how does a Rabbi go about writing
these sermons? What is their process?
How do they constantly crank out this
content again and again and again?

America’s Rebbitzman is about to peel
back the parchment and expose the se-
crets the Rabbis have used for ages to cre-
ate their High Holy Day sermon. Buckle
up, things are about to get weird!

Step 1: Planning

While the exact dates of Rosh Hasha-
nah and Yom Kippur change from year
to year, they generally fall between early
September and mid-October. This means
that every May, your Rabbi will say the
following sentence:

“This year, [ will get all my High Holi-
day sermons done by July, and then I
will be able to just edit or update them
closer to the date to reflect any changes
in the world.”

Once this plan is put into your Rabbi’s
mind, they will immediately abandon it
and never speak of it again, until the fol-
lowing May.

Expert warning: 1If you ever ask your
Rabbi, a month prior to Rosh Hasha-
nah, “I thought you started writing this
in May,” you will immediately have to
sleep on the couch...erm, I mean, be as-
signed Hagbah on Simchat Torah for
your weak arm.

Step 2: Ideation

The last week of August, your rabbi
will come up with exactly 135 ideas for
the 5 sermons they have to give (depend-
ing on how sadistic your congregation
is). These 135 sermon ideas will then be
broken down into 482 sub-ideas, and fi-
nally into 14,329 satellite ideas. Once
these 14,946 sermon ideas are written
down, cataloged, and itemized, they will
be promptly crumbled up and thrown
out. The result of this process means that
they will settle on the following sermons:

* A year-in-review sermon

» A sermon about the State of Israel

* A sermon about a current event as it

pertains to forgiveness, repentance,
or acceptance

* A sermon about a social or commu-

nity issue as it pertains to the bind-
ing of Isaac or Jonah

* A sermon about Beyonce’s or Taylor

Swift's latest album, just to see if you

Jewish +umor

Secrets Revealed:
How Your Rabbi Writes Their High Holy Day Sermon

are still paying attention after being
there for 4 hours

Expert Warning: Never say “didn’t you
do that last year” or “why not give a ser-
mon calling board members out for giv-
ing you guff” or else you will immediately
have to sleep on the couch... erm,  mean,
be assigned apples and honey duty for
the religious school during Yom Kippur.

Step 3: Building a Foundation

The research stage of writing a sermon
is critical to the success of that sermon.
If you have ever entered your Rabbi’s of-
fice at shul in the weeks leading up to the
holy days, you may notice the book-
shelves look a bit bare. That is because
they take most of them home and add
them to the much larger collection of
books strewn around their house.

Most rabbis will then proceed to take
all of these books, prayer books, Torah
commentaries, stories from the shtetl,
etc, and build a small structure out of
them. This takes about a week to con-
struct, and once finished, your rabbi
will live within this book dwelling,
much like a hobbit home. Living off of
nothing but stale rugalach left over
from Shabbos and by the light of their
computer monitor, a Rabbi will do all
the needed research for each of the 15
sermons they need to write for the Holy
Days (depending on how sadistic your
congregation is).

Expert Warning: Never ask if your

copy of Garfield’s I Hate Mondays col-
lection accidentally got built into the
book house, or you will end up sleeping
on a couch made of discarded Maxwell
House Haggadot, erm, I mean, you will
be assigned a new seat in the middle of
the row between two known temple
gOssips.

Step 4: Writing the Sermon

It is now a week before Erev Rosh Ha-
shanah, and the sermon writing can be-
gin! This part of the process would be
very similar to how you, a normal per-
son, would write something for work or
school. The research is done, the ideas
are outlined, and you sit down at your
computer and start writing.

For your rabbi, however, this is the
exact moment when a war breaks out,
there is a natural disaster, or a popular
TV show is canceled without reason. At
this moment, all of the above is imme-
diately forgotten, and a new sermon
that addresses these sudden events is
created. These sermons are worked on
night and day, into the wee hours of the
morning, until it is the night before
Erev Rosh Hashanah.

The night before the first service, your
rabbi will experience doubts about ev-
erything they have written and, at 3:28
am, without fail, will throw out the new
sermon and start fresh. They will then,
in less than 2 hours, write all 27 ser-
mons needed (depending on how sadis-

tic your congregation is). Somehow,
these new sermons will be spot-on per-
fect and hit all the notes each individual
in the congregation needs to hear, even
if they are contradictory from one per-
son to the next!

Expert Warning: Do not ask your Rab-
bi if you can turn off the lights so you
can go to sleep, or you will end up sleep-
ing on the couch, erm, I mean, you will
be escorted out of the rabbi’s house. Why
are you even there that late?

This Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kip-
pur, keep all of this in mind as you sit,
listen, and then complain about how
the sermon slightly hinted at some po-
litical ideology that you don’t agree
with, even though it was a sermon for
the children's service, where the Rabbi
was singing about the whale. The whale
does not signify anything political;
that’s on you.

Joshua Kail is a Jewish humor writer
and America’s Rebbitzman. He has been
featured in outlets across the US, including
The Jewish Fiction Journal, Chabad News,
JNS, and several other non-Jewish outlets.
He currently resides in Los Angeles with
his Rabbi wife and two children. It is im-
portant to note that nothing he has written
has not been approved by any rabbi, alive
or dead, especially if he is married to her.
More of his writing can be found on his
Medium page, Ask The Rebbitzman

PJ Library Playlists

Love PJ Library Books? Try the FREE Soundtracks

Scan the QR Code or go to https://pjlibrary.org/music-hub.

Y Just like PJ Library's books, our music collection invites families to learn, enjoy, and dance to the beat of their own Jewish r
‘f drum. “The Day Begins” is curated for ages 0-4 and brings a loving start to your child’s day. “Let's Be Friends,” for ages 5-8, 3
celebrates the joy of friendship. "Fix It,” for ages 9-12, explores themes of helping others and repairing the world. Both
. Spotify and YouTube versions are available — perfect for summer road trips and family car rides! .

Email Dinah at dinah.berch@jewishnh.org with questions.
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At & Entertaimment

Book Review e
‘The Curse of the Blumenthals’ by Phyllis Karas

How many times have you sat around
the holiday table with your many cous-
ins, aunts and uncles and rehashed the
family stories that have been passed
down through the generations? Each
person may remember different parts of
the story, and over the years, the facts
get muddled and no one is sure about
the actual details.

The Curse of
the Blumenthals is
the story of how
one family faced

o |
THE

-
BLUVENTHALS

tragedy, and tried '
X 8 iRy 2
to rise from the % |.

i K
ashes.  Author wgm;gm
Phyllis Karas em- 101 AbTS i o
ployed her skills

ournali R
as a journalist to = .
research her own PH..YU:!SMBAS
family history, to
expose the facts behind the family lore
and bring justice to her ancestors.
Karas comes from a large family that
came to America from the Riga, which
was once part of the former Tsarist Rus-
sian empire in the 1890s. The Blumen-
thal family are Lithuanian Jews. They
settled in Providence Rhode Island. The
family starts with the marriage of Phil-
lip and Rose who had eleven children.

Three of the children did not survive
childhood, but the eight remaining chil-
dren lived with their parents on Overhill
Road with their parents, as a dedicated
Orthodox Jewish family. Those four girls
and four boys married and brought into
the world eighteen offspring. This large
family all lived in the same neighbor-
hood and celebrated life together. How-
ever, they also experienced tragedy to-
gether when in in 1935, six members of
the family were tragically killed in what
has come to be known as “The Acci-
dent.” Six members of the extended
family were visiting a relative in a Hart-
ford Connecticut hospital. On the drive
home their car was hit, head-on, by a
drunk driver.

All six passengers were killed in the
crash. It was a devastating blow to the
family. The accident was widely covered
in The Providence Journal.

In this book, Karas suggests that this
event changed the family in many ways
that may not have even been realized
back at that moment.

Six months after “The Accident” Ron-
ald Blumenthal was born. He was the
only child of Barney and his wife
Edythe, from Boston. This small family
left the larger family unit who stayed on

Overhill Road in Providence. Barney
opened a liquor store and there were ru-
mors that maybe he was involved with
bootleggers. Could this selling of liquor
during the Prohibition have led to the
next family tragedy in the Blumenthal
family? In this book, Karas attempts to
find the links of the two family events.

Now a growing family, Ronald (now
Ronnie) grows up with a bevy of eigh-
teen first cousins, though two of them
died in “The Accident” six months be-
fore his birth. The cousins are a close-
knit group of kids growing up. Ronnie
was a wild child—not a good student,
and he loves fast cars, pretty girls, and
drinking alcohol. In 1954, when he was
nineteen years old, Ronnie was commit-
ted to Charlestown Prison to begin a life
sentence for murder. The family would
refer to this tragedy as “The Incident.”

Karas spends the rest of the book re-
searching the murder of Ora Schonarth,
who was strangled and stabbed in her
Brookline, Massachusetts apartment.
She tries to find a link between cousin
Ronnie and the seamstress. She tries to
find a reason for Ronnie’s behavior and
a connection back to the first family
event that caused so much heartache for
the Blumenthal clan.

The story underlying all of The Curse
of the Blumenthals is fascinating and
keeps the reader turning the page. The
facts are slim. Beyond newspaper arti-
cles, police reports and interviews from
the original timeframe, there is not
much new information that Karas can
gather. There is no smoking gun she re-
veals. She interviews those of her fifteen
first cousins that she can reach out to.
She also interviews Ronnie’s ex-wife and
his son. More than anything else,
though, this is a memoir of people who
came to America to build a family filled
with love and find the America dream —
which they did, but also found tragedy,
flaws, and heartache of a new sort. In
the end, the lesson is that having a large
close family will help you through those
difficult times.

Phyllis Karas is the author of a dozen
books, taught Journalism at Boston Uni-
versity, and was a stringer for People
Magazine. She wrote a popular column
for the Boston Herald called “Wit, Wis-
dom and Woe.” An alumna of Boston
University and George Washington Uni-
versity, Karas and her husband Jack, live
in Marblehead, Massachusetts. They
have two sons and three grandchildren.

Summer Titles To Catch — and a Fond Farewell

By Zach Camenker, NH JFF Steering
Committee

In the eight years that I’ve served as a
volunteer for the New Hampshire Jewish
Film Festival, I’'m convinced that I've
had the chance to screen some of the best
independent, foreign, and documentary
films that the 21st century has to offer.
It’s been incredible to watch our small,
grassroots group bring such amazing fea-
tures to our beloved Granite State for au-
diences to enjoy.

And so, it is with mixed emotions that
I have decided to step away from the Film
Festival. While I do not think this is a
complete goodbye, I will not be involved
during the next year and will also take a
hiatus from writing these film reviews.
This was not a decision I took lightly, but
I am doing it at both an exciting time for
the Festival and for me. Our Festival is
alive and well, thriving more and more
each year by delivering to numerous
parts of the state in both virtual and in-

person screenings. I am deeply proud to
have witnessed this great work under Pat
Kalik and Ross Fishbein and all the in-
credible volunteers.

On the personal front, I have two big
commitments moving ahead that will
take up a good amount of time in addi-
tion to my teaching career. I've been ac-
cepted to New England College’s Educa-
tional Leadership CAGS (Certificate of
Advanced Graduate Study) program,
which will culminate in a School Princi-
pal License. While my coursework is on-
line and quite flexible, it will require a lot
of me and is something I want to do now
rather than later. Also, I began serving as
Vice President of the Board of Trustees
of Temple Beth Jacob, Concord’s syna-
gogue, this past fiscal year. This means
that in three years, likely just as I finish
my CAGS program, I will be President of
TBJ. I suspect that this leadership oppor-
tunity will be a good, albeit different,
way to prepare me further for school
leadership down the line.

Work, grad school, and synagogue vol-
unteerism will be major time commit-
ments, but ones that I am excited for, each
in their own way. Even still, I will miss the
Festival work of writing articles, screening
films, and helping to curate the line-up.

That said, I am not going anywhere! |
will be an enthusiastic attendee next year
and continue to watch movies for fun as I
do now. Your recommendations are cer-
tainly always welcomed. My email ad-
dress is at the bottom of this column. In
the meantime, here are some titles for
you to enjoy this summer!

I can’t say enough good about the 1964
film The Pawnbroker, which I reviewed a
couple years ago after it was recommend-
ed to me. I recently saw it again and it did
not disappoint. The first film to deal with
such stark depictions of the Holocaust
and featuring an Oscar-nominated per-
formance from the inimitable Rod Stei-
ger, it’s one that you’ll be thinking about
for a long time (Available to rent on Ap-
ple and Amazon).

While it’s VERY dated and not her
best performance by any means, what’s
not to love about Barbra Streisand? The
1996 film The Mirror Has Two Faces is
one of those “blast from the past” old
school rom coms that has a stellar cast
which includes Jeff Bridges, Mimi Rog-
ers, and Brenda Vaccaro. Watch for Lau-
ren Bacall, who steals the show as Strei-
sand’s overbearing and opinionated
mother! (Available on Netflix)

If you missed Eleanor the Great when
it came out last fall, now’s your time to
enjoy this heartfelt and beautifully made
piece featuring nonagenarian June
Squibb. A great tale about aging, loss,
friendship, and resilience, you will laugh,
cry, and smile throughout. Scarlett Jo-
hansson’s directorial debut is one for the
ages! (Available on Netflix)

One of the most heartfelt documenta-
ries I've ever seen, Harold and Lillian: A
Hollywood Love Story was a previous
NHIJFF title that I wrote about during

Summer Titles continued on page 20
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The TAY Social Action Committee
works within the broader Manchester
community to learn more about local
agencies and organizations and collabo-
rate by providing in-kind support to
them whenever possible.

Activities this year included a winter
clothing drive with carloads of donated
clothing delivered to six different com-
munity organizations. With the gener-
ous support of the temple brotherhood,
food donations were made to Webster
House, a home for children who cannot
live at home and to the City of Man-
chester Welfare Department food pan-
try. We worked with student leaders
from Central High School to shop and
fill their pantry for hungry high school
students.

The MAZON (a Jewish Response to
Hunger) Post Card Drive resulted in
350 post cards written by TAY members
and their friends added to the 47,000
cards delivered to the US Dept. of Ag-

(Nitzvatks

Social Action “in Action” at Temple Adath Yeshurun

TAY SOCIAL ACTION COMMITTEE
HELPING OUR COMMUNITY
ONE MITZVAH AT ATIME

riculture in support of maintaining
SNAP for 47 million people struggling
with food insufficiency.

Ongoing spring projects include a sea-
sonal clothing drive and our annual plas-
tic zip sandwich bag collection for the
Southern NH Services summer feeding
program in the parks. This drive contrib-

utes several thousand bags each year
which enables SNHS to spend more of
their funds on food as they anticipate the
need will be greater than ever this year.

Our synagogue is always searching for
ways to further assist our community.
Please share your ideas and join us in ful-
filling our mission.

Randi Gelfman Continues Her Search for a Living Kidney Donor:
Please Consider a Gift of Life

By Randi Gelfman

My name is Randi Gelfman, I live in
Parsonsfield, Maine, and I have been a
member of Congregation Bet Ha’am in
South Portland, Maine for many years.
Some of you may know that I have kid-
ney disease. Over time, my kidney dis-
ease has gotten worse, causing my kid-
neys not to work well enough to keep
me alive. My treatment options at this
time are limited to dialysis or a kidney
transplant. I have been on dialysis since
May 2023 — 3 days a week for 4 hours
each day, which is helping my kidneys
do their job of removing wastes, toxins,
and extra fluids. But the longer you are
on dialysis, the less time you have to do
the things you love, and the more your
kidneys deteriorate.

However, a life-giving living donor kid-
ney transplant would offer me much

more freedom
and the ability
to live a longer,
healthier, and
more meaning-
ful life. A
transplant
would also give
me more time
to do the
things 1 love
most, such as
spending time with my family and
friends, my partner Nick, my pets, help-
ing others, and being outdoors.

Finding a kidney is not easy. People
who are on a wait list for a kidney from a
deceased donor often have to wait 5-10
years, and the kidney lasts on average
only 10-15 years. But the wait list for a
living kidney donor is often shorter, and
the kidney typically lasts 15-20+ years. It

also has much better function.

In order to donate, living kidney do-
nors get a careful and thorough evalua-
tion with their own team of health pro-
fessionals to see if you could be a match
for me and to ensure that living donation
is as safe as possible for you.

I want to share with you some basic in-
formation about kidney donation:

1. You only need one kidney to live a
long, healthy life.

2. The surgery for a donor is done lapa-
roscopically, meaning through tiny
incisions, and the recuperation period
is fairly quick, generally only a few
weeks.

3. The cost of an evaluation and surgery
would be covered by my insurance.

4. Although my blood type is O+, you
do not necessarily need to have the
same blood type or tissue type to be a
match.

5. There is no age limit to be a donor.
You just have to have a healthy kidney.
In order to express your interest in be-
coming my kidney donor, you can fill out
the form at this link: www.mghlivingdo-
nors.org. Upon submission, the Mass
General Living Donor Team (617-643-
7193) will be in touch with you. To learn
more about kidney donation, you can
call Randi’s Transplant Navigator, Jullie
Hoggan at 702-530-4156, or go to the
National Kidney Foundation’s website:
www.kidney.org/livingdonation.  There
are also many other websites that can
help you learn about kidney disease and
donation. Thank you for taking the time
to read my story. Major ways you can
help me are to share it with your friends,
family, and on social media.
With appreciation and gratitude,
Randi Gelfman
rsgelfman@gmail.com

Summer Titles

continued from page 19

the pandemic. Tracing the lives of dy-
namic duo Harold and Lillian Michelson
throughout their storied Hollywood ca-
reer and marriage, there is something in
this for everyone. Featuring interviews
from showbiz folks far and wide, it’s a
great tribute to two artists whose behind-

the-scenes contributions are unmatched!
(Available to rent on Apple and Amazon)

On a darker but informative note, 1
had never seen the 2015 Oscar-winning
documentary film Amy, which chroni-
cles the short yet influential life of Brit-
ish rocker Amy Winehouse. I forgot that
she was Jewish and while the film does
not cover much in the form of her reli-
gious roots, it’s a well researched and

expertly filmed tribute to someone who
had a lot more to offer the world (Avail-
able on Netflix).

Lastly, Remembering Gene Wilder re-
mains a favorite of the documentaries
that the NHJFF has offered during my
time. A brilliant homage to one of my fa-
vorite actors, the movie traces his monu-
mental career as a comedian through the
ups and downs of love and loss. Its depic-

tions of Wilder’s battle with Alzheimer’s
disease, kept private until his death in
2016, resonate deeply for anyone impact-
ed by it (Available on Netflix).

To quote the Looney Tunes, “That’s
all, folks!” I appreciate your time and
support of my endeavors both here and
in the future. Please reach out anytime at
zcamenker@gmail.com. See you down
the road at the movies!
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By Eli Lurie Sobel, Greater Boston
Education & Training Manager, Keshet

Keshet, a national nonprofit dedicat-
ed to LGBTQ+ equality in Jewish life,
is excited to announce an upcoming
opportunity for Jewish organizations in
New England who are interested in
joining in this important work.
Shivyon: Keshet’s Equality Project is a
year-long cohort learning program for
organizations committed to advancing
LGBTQ+ equality and belonging in
their communities.

Shivyon offers a low-cost, highly-sup-
ported avenue for organizations inter-
ested in positive institutional change.
Participating organizations identify 2-4
staff leaders as representatives in the

(Nitzvatks

Boost LGBTQ+ Inclusion in Your Jewish Community with Keshet

Shivyon cohort. Each organization be-
gins their year in Shivyon with an inter-
nal self-assessment, where organization-
al representatives take stock of their
unique strengths and potential growth
areas. Participants then create Action
Plans, developing a series of measur-
able, time-bound goals related to ad-
vancing LGBTQ+ inclusion and be-
longing in their own communities. Over
the course of the year, Keshet experts
meet regularly with each organization’s
representatives to provide expert coach-
ing and education tailored to their spe-
cific goals and circumstances.

A comprehensive Action Plan exam-
ines multiple areas of community life—
programming, policy, and culture—in
order to create sustainable change. Or-

ganizations set goals based on their
identified needs and priorities: for ex-
ample, they may form a LGBTQ+ work-
ing group, refresh policies and forms us-
ing best practices for protecting and af-
firming LGBTQ+ people, or implement
regular programming on LGBTQ+
themes throughout the year. Many orga-
nizations incorporate training on LG-
BTQ+ topics from Keshet into their Ac-
tion Plans.

Rabbi Eliana Jacobowitz, whose syna-
gogue Temple B’nai Brith recently par-
ticipated in a Greater Boston Shivyon
cohort, reflected, “[Keshet] offered real
tools for engaging with resistance, not as
a wall, but as something we can work
with, around, and through...I now feel
like we have a new path forward. With

the Shivyon initiative that helped us cre-
ate an entire team of volunteers in the
shul, I finally don’t feel like it’s my per-
sonal project, but a community-wide ef-
fort with much more buy-in and energy."

Applications are now open for the New
England Shivyon cohort, which will run
virtually and is open to all Jewish
organizations in NH, VT, MA, ME, RI,
and CT. This cohort kicks off on Zoom
with a two-part launch on August 12 and
19 from 1-3:30pm both days. Thanks to
the generous support of Keshet’s
partners, this year-long program is
offered at the deeply subsidized rate of
$180 per organization. Apply today at
www.keshetonline.org/shivyon-apply-
now. Questions? Contact eli.lurie.sobel@
keshetonline.org.

THE ULTIMATE SUMMER AWATTS! [

& Jewish summer camp = lifelong friendships, adventure,

and Jewish joy!

& Up to $S1000 off? Thanks to Jewish Federation of New
Hampshire, first-time campers can get a grant — no
iIncome requirements!
1§ FREE Swag? Yep! Apply for a campership & sign
up for PJ Our Way, and you'll score exclusive JFNH gear!

& A summer of fun, a lifetime of memories.

Let's make it happen! @

Learn more
and apply today:
jewishnh.org/camp

//

Questions: dinah.berch@jewishnh.org

UPTO

1000

OFF FOR YOUR

FIRST YEAR!

PJ Our Way:
pjourway.org

9 PJ 'ih"
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By Dina Michael Chaitowitz

Hang in there. This isn't a story about
the Holocaust. It’s a story about renewal.

I went to Auschwitz-Birkenau (“Aus-
chwitz”) two years ago. I had never want-
ed to go to any place connected with the
Shoah, from which members of my fam-
ily escaped....or did not. But it became
clear to me that friends of mine who are
not Jewish knew more about these loca-
tions than I did, and so when I had the
opportunity to go with the Cohen Insti-
tute for Holocaust and Genocide Studies
and my brilliant friend, Dr. Kate Gi-
beault, the director of the Institute, I
signed up. I persuaded another friend of
mine to go as well, and I felt that the vis-
its to Auschwitz and Dachau would be
tolerable with my husband and friend at
my side. When family circumstances pre-
vented the latter from going, my anxiety
resurfaced. It then happened that my

“Jewish Qaw%aﬂf

Rebuilding Jewish Life in Poland

husband and I ran into Rabbi Krinsky
(of Chabad of New Hampshire). I told
Rabbi Krinsky that I was apprehensive
about the trip; he told me not to worry —
that I actually might experience a sense
of renewal.

Auschwitz, the largest of the Nazi con-
centration camps and extermination cen-
ters, was even more horrible than I
thought it would be. The enormity of the
place—a veritable city of death blocks,
torture chambers, and dehumanizing
barracks—was shocking. I was shaking
by the time we got back to the hotel.

It may have been the next day that Dr.
Gibeault suggested that we go to the
New Jewish Cemetery at Miodowa Street
in Krakow. It is there that Rabbi Krin-
sky’s suggestion proved true.

The cemetery was established in the
19th century. By the beginning of the
20th century, its 11 acres were nearly full.
So you can imagine the extent of its de-

A program for families with children ages 2-5

Join us for a 20-minute interactive story time on Zoom one Sunday each

month from 8:30am to 9:00am. Register once for $18.00 per family to
receive monthly crafts in the mail for the year! The zoom link will be
provided to registered families each Monday ahead of the program.

EaE

Scan QR code to register or go to https://bit.ly/shavuatovNH. E =l

April Theme: Lag B'omer
Sunday, April 19th, 8:30am
Register by April 10th for craft.

June Theme: Mitzvot
Sunday, June 7th, 8:30am
Register by June 1st for craft.

No Shavua Tov Story Time July or August for Summer Vacation

mLibrary' I'I II‘,‘mlsiE:\"Jvm} Federagion

struction when the Nazis excavated many
of the tombstones for sale to local ma-
sons or to use for construction purposes,
including for paving the supply road to
Auschwitz and the courtyard of the sa-
distic commandant, Amon G6th, known
for taking target practice with his rifle on
prisoners as they moved about the camp
and training his dogs to torture prisoners
on command. But Jews survive. In 1957,
the grounds were renovated with funds
from the Joint Distribution Committee, a
global Jewish humanitarian organiza-
tion. Stones that were used for roads
were returned and assembled into walls,
and moss and ferns and all manner of
greenery grow out of and over every-
thing. The cemetery is now in the register
of historical monuments of Krakow.
More importantly, it is a place of calm
and beauty and, as Rabbi Krinsky might
say, of renewal. Adding to this theme of
renewal: on the day we visited, as if on
cue, a cat plopped herself down on the
path we were traveling and gave birth to a
litter of kittens.

Rebirth isn’t just happening at the cem-
etery. It is happening right now in
Krakow, thanks in large part to Krakow’s
Jewish Community Centre (“JCC”). At
the outset of the German occupation of
Poland in 1939, there were approximately
60,000 Jews living in Krakéw, 90 percent
of whom were murdered in the Holo-
caust. Of the remaining 10 percent, some
fled, others hid. By the end of the war,
approximately 4,000 Jews resurfaced in
Krakéw. Pogroms in Soviet-occupied
Krakow in 1945 and 1946 reduced that
number to a few hundred, however. To-
day, despite growing antisemitism world-
wide, the number of Jews in Krakow is
increasing. The JCC, opened in April
2008, serves as the focal point for the re-
surgence of Krakow’s Jewish life. The
JCC aims to rebuild Jewish life and cul-
ture in Krakéw through arts and cultural
programs, weekly Shabbat dinners and
holiday celebrations, other social activi-
ties, education (it runs a Jewish pre-
school), and welfare services, and to help
people, previously in hiding, to rediscov-
er their Jewish identities. Of its 1,000-
plus members, over 55 are Holocaust sur-
vivors. The JCC has also been assisting
Ukrainian refugees. To date, it has helped

over 500,000 Ukrainian refugees (98 per-
cent of whom are not Jewish) with re-
sources such as food, accommodation,
and psychological help. And, after Octo-
ber 7, 2023, it supported Israelis with
emergency aid (housing, psychosocial
support, and evacuation).

Despite my love of the New Jewish
Cemetery and for the delicious obwar-
zanek krakowski (a Polish pretzel/bagel),
I was not planning to return to Krakow.
But then David Eisenberg, co-chair of
the Israel Ride (which I was lucky to do
in the fall of 2025), posted information
on his Facebook page about the Ride for
the Living, a 60-mile bike ride from Aus-
chwitz to the JCC — a ride from darkness
to light. The ride is a fundraiser for the
JCC and it is also emblematic of Jewish
resilience. As expressed on its website:
“In a city where a Jewish future was once
unimaginable, there now exists an open,
tolerant, and nurturing environment in
which our Jewish community is experi-
encing rebirth.” T feel blessed that I can
participate in this effort, and that I will
be riding along with two Holocaust sur-
vivors. Maybe you will join me on the
bike ride; it isn’t too late to sign up. But if
you can’t ride with me, I hope you will
consider making a contribution to the
JCC through my fundraiser. The mini-
mum fundraising requirement is $2,500,
but I am hoping to raise at least $5,000.
No worries; [ won’t be spending the mon-
ey on obwarzanek krakowski. Rather,
your donation will go directly to the JCC
(which, by the way, is a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization). This link will direct
you to my fundraising page or aim your
cell phone’s camera at the QR code:
https://secure.
qgiv.com/event/
rft12026/ac-
count/2236907/.

As  Jonathan
Ornstein, Execu-
tive Director of
JCC-Krakow,
says: “We cannot
change the number of Jews murdered by
the Nazis during the Holocaust. We can,
however, affect the number of Jews lost
to the Jewish World due to the Holo-
caust.” Thank you for whatever you can
do to participate in this revitalization.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
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By Ariel Berger

I can still remember what it felt like to
notice, for the first time, that being Jew-
ish made me different. It was never a sin-
gle moment, but a series of them. Small
experiences that accumulated quietly un-
til they became impossible to ignore. At
school during December, holiday parties
were filled with stockings, candy canes,
and carols that everyone knew by heart. I
joined in the fun, but deep down I knew
that while my classmates would spend
Christmas morning unwrapping pres-
ents, I would be at home lighting the me-
norah for another night of Chanukah.
On Sundays, while they swapped stories
of weekend plans, I trudged off to He-
brew school, sitting in a classroom that
smelled faintly of pencil shavings and old
books, learning the letters of a language
most of my peers had never seen.

That difference followed me through
childhood. December was always the
hardest. Walking down the streets at
night, I would see lights twinkling in ev-
ery window, inflatable Santas waving
from lawns, and songs blaring in every
store. At school, we decorated paper
stockings, rehearsed for holiday con-
certs (which were essentially Christmas
concerts), and exchanged gifts in Secret
Santa games. Chanukah was lovely at
home with the menorah’s glow, the scent
of frying latkes, and the crackle of
dreidels on the table, but outside our
front door, it felt invisible. I would often
ask my mom questions I did not yet
know how to fully articulate.

“Mom, why do I need to go to Hebrew
school? There is no point. It is stupid.”

“What is the point in being Jewish?”

“Why do I need to be different? I just
want to be ‘normal’ like everyone else.”

Her answer never changed

“As Jews, we are a minority.”

“You will understand when you are
older.”

At the time, I did not understand. It
wasn’t only about holidays. It was about
identity, history, and a sense of belong-
ing. When kids in school threw around
stereotypes like, “I thought all Jews had a
big nose,” or joked, “You probably only
eat bagels and lox,” I laughed along so 1
wouldn’t stand out more, but those words
left little bruises which I didn’t know how
to name back then. Being Jewish often
felt like living in two parallel worlds, one
in which my traditions mattered deeply,

“Jenish Qawwﬂf

The Weight and Light of Being Jewish

and another in which they barely seemed
to exist. I was not ashamed of that differ-
ence, but I felt it constantly, as though I
were carrying something invisible that no
one else could quite see. It was older,
steadier, and it lived inside me. It took me
years to realize that what my mom had
said was right, what sometimes felt like
loneliness was also a thread tying me to
something more vast.

My grandmother used to tell me sto-
ries about her childhood while we sat in
the kitchen. A small room, warm with
the scent of our freshly baked lemon
meringue pie cooling on the counter,
sunlight glimmering through the glass
doors. She would sit at the wooden ta-
ble, hands resting lightly on its worn
surface, with her eyes distant yet alive
with memory, as she told me how her
parents clung tightly to tradition, even
when it set them apart. Her voice car-
ried a mixture of pride and heaviness,
always reminding me that our people
had carried this identity across coun-
tries. Across both joy and persecution.

“You are never alone when you are
Jewish, ” she would say.

“You are standing with everyone who
came before you. It is up to you to pre-
serve their memory.”

I later learned that historian Simon
Schama described Jewish identity as a
“portable homeland,” something that
the 0.2% of Jews worldwide carried
with them wherever they went, no mat-
ter the country or era. Hearing my
grandmother’s words, like a gentle
drumbeat of belonging, and later read-
ing Schama’s words echoed the same
truth: the very thing that sometimes
made me feel different also gave me a
home I could never lose.

That idea became real to me during the
four months I spent in Israel with a
bunch of other kids like me. I was anx-
ious before going. I had never traveled so
far from home for such a long time, and I
wasn’t sure what to expect. But the first
night, when we sat in a circle singing He-
brew songs, something shifted inside me.
The voices around me rose and fell like
waves in the ocean, carrying a warm and
somewhat thrilling familiarity. The room
buzzed with the rhythmic stomping of
feet on the floor, while the glistening blue
and white Israeli flags we held swayed in
unison, echoing the beat of our song. For
the first time, I wasn’t the odd one out.
The energy was overwhelming in the best

way, as if something in me finally aligned
with something greater than myself. Be-
fore the trip, I could count on one hand
the number of Jewish kids I knew, but
now I was immersed in a community of
fifty kids like myself who had traveled to
the Jewish homeland together. While
2.4% of the population in the United
States is Jewish, here, surrounded by
peers who shared my traditions, I didn’t
have to explain why my holidays were dif-
ferent or hide my true identity. Instead, I
was a part of a chorus, a living thread of
culture and memory, blending old and
new, carried by the desert wind and echo-
ing in my chest.

There was a moment at the Kotel, the
Western Wall, that still lives in my memo-
ry like it happened yesterday, a moment
like a breath of fresh air. I pressed my
forehead against the warm stone and
slipped a folded piece of paper into the
cracks. The Wall felt alive, its ancient
stones worn smooth by centuries of whis-
pered prayers, grief, gratitude, and hope
layered into its surface. Around me, peo-
ple stood in quiet reverence; some prayed
softly in different languages, while others
simply leaned against the stone as if
searching for something ancient and un-
broken. The Wall is more than a remnant
of history or architecture. It is a living
link to generations of Jewish faith, resil-
ience, and survival, a place where Jews
across centuries have mourned, celebrat-
ed, questioned, and left pieces of them-
selves behind. Historians note that it has
stood for nearly two thousand years, en-
during conquest, exile, and destruction,
yet it continues to draw Jews from around
the world back to its stones. Standing
there, I thought of my grandmother, her
parents, and every generation before
them who carried Judaism forward with
unwavering devotion so that I could exist
in that moment, connected to a history
far greater than myself. The loneliness I
used to feel melted into something differ-
ent, a kind of belonging that wasn’t de-
pendent on my school friends or the
world around me. It was older, steadier,
and it lived inside me.

Back home, the feeling didn’t disap-
pear, though differences remained.

Christmas lights always go up in the
neighborhood, and I still have to explain
why I can’t eat certain foods at certain
times or why I have to take off school for
Yom Kippur. But instead of feeling like a
burden, it feels like a badge. I now realize
that being Jewish means carrying a story.
One that stretches further back than I
can fully comprehend. That story is filled
with pain, yes, but also with resilience,
joy, humor, music, and food that smells
like memory itself.

Sometimes it is lonely. There are still
moments when I feel like the odd one
out, when people don’t understand, or
when antisemitism quietly creeps into the
corners of everyday life. But there is also
a comfort knowing that every Shabbat
candle I light, every Hebrew word I
stumble through, every holiday meal I
share connects me not only to my family
and friends, but to millions of Jews
across the world and across time. The
connection matters because it reminds
me that difference does not mean isola-
tion. It means inheritance.

Looking back, I see that the loneliness
I felt as a child was never the full story.
Yes, being Jewish set me apart in ways
that sometimes hurt. But it also gave me
strength, community, and perspective. I
know what it means to carry history in
my veins, and to belong to something
larger than myself. Something that can-
not be erased by ignorance or indiffer-
ence. Being Jewish, I have come to under-
stand, is about holding onto identity
even when it would be easier to let go. It
is about lighting candles in the dark, tell-
ing stories that refused to be silenced,
and finding connection across oceans
and generations. It is about recognizing
that even in moments of differences, no
one is ever truly alone.

A high school student from Bedford,
New Hampshire, Ariel is a Kenneth Lev-
enthal Intern with StandWithUs, a student
leader within BBYO, and a recipient of a
Scholastic Writing Honorable Mention.
Her semester studying abroad with Alex-
ander Muss High School in Israel has
deeply influenced her perspective on Jew-
ish identity, history, and community.
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The Druze of Israel

June-July Hadassah Report

By Michele Bank

Members of the Manchester Hadassah
Book Club gathered together to have a
luncheon discussion of the Shopkeeper of
Alsace by Laura Knoy. Some members
also heard the author discuss the back-
ground of the book and her decision to
write the historical novel. The next book
the group will read is Invisible City by Ju-
lia Dahl.

A few members of the chapter attend-
ed the Northern New England Donor
Brunch at Café Escadrille in Burlington,
MA. In addition to the brunch, we heard
from three very accomplished Jewish
women. The first was Dr. Tali Friedman-
Korn, an Israeli neurologist who trained
at Hadassah Medical Center. She is do-
ing a fellowship at Mass General
Brigham in women’s neurology, studying
how neurological diseases affect women
differently than men and developing spe-
cialized approach to their care.

The next speaker was Kimberly Book-
man, a journalist working for WHDH
channel 7 news. She spoke candidly about
her experience being a Jewish woman in
the media, sharing both the challenges she
has overcome and meaningful stories she
has helped bring to light.

The last speaker was Nancy Falchuk,
past Hadassah National President, cur-
rently the Chair of the Hadassah National
Nursing Resource Committee. She gave the
history of Hadassah and inspiring updates
about HMO and its worldwide impact.

In HMO research news: Before your
heart can pump blood to the rest of the
body, it first has to fill up. When the heart
loses that ability to fill properly, it results
in a dangerous, and until now, incurable
form of heart failure called HFpEF.
Short for “heart failure with preserved
ejection fraction,” this affects 13 million

people, causing sob, loss of energy, fa-
tigue and swelling.

Now there’s an out-of-the-box solution,
developed at the Hadassah Medical Orga-
nization (HMO). It’s a treatment for the
gut, which ultimately protects the heart.

Dr. Rabea Asleh, HMO’s director of the
Heart Failure Unit & Cardiovascular Re-
search Center stated, "Currently, there has
been no treatment that improves the prog-
nosis of the disease, and that's a very big
unmet need. But with this new treatment,
patients could take it at an early stage and
prevent the advancement of the disease.”

Dr. Asleh’s research team findings were
so significant they were recently pub-
lished in major medical journals like
PubMed and the Journal of the American
College of Cardiology (JACC).

Via Hadasit, the venture building and
innovation company of HMO, the team
is developing a new way to treat the dis-
ease. This invention involves a special
mixture of "good" gut bacteria and
healthy byproducts (metabolites) that
HFpEF patients are missing. It also uses
agents to lower the levels of "bad" bacte-
ria that these patients have in excess. By
balancing the gut this way, the treatment
improves heart function. This technology
is already protected by an international
patent application. It is currently in the
commercialization pipeline, transitioning
from the research lab toward becoming a
treatment available in clinics worldwide.
While similar gut-based solutions have
been used for other conditions, this is a
world-first for patients with HFpEF.

For the 13 million people suffering from
HFpEF, this discovery is lifechanging,
thanks to research done at Hadassah
Medical Org. For chapter meeting dates,
please see JENH’s calendar. For addition-
al information about Hadassah, please
contact Michele.bank@gmail.com.

ANNOUNCING OUR
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By Richard England

In April, the Federation sponsored a
culinary and cultural event featuring
Raif Rashed, New York City chef and an
Israeli Druze. The story of the Druze is a
fascinating one: They are an Arabic-
speaking religious minority that began as
an offshoot of Shia Islam in the 11th cen-
tury C.E. Often persecuted as a heretical
sect, the Druze have survived for a thou-
sand years in the mountains of southern
Lebanon and Syria and northern Israel.
Today, roughly 900 thousand Druze live
in Lebanon and Syria and another 150
thousand in the Galilee, Carmel and Go-
lan regions of Israel.

During Israel’s 1948 war of indepen-
dence, many Druze villages inside Man-
datory Palestine remained neutral or
even cooperated with Jewish forces. In
1956, Druze leaders negotiated an agree-
ment with the Israeli government that in-
cluded Druze service in the Israeli De-
fense Forces. Since then, members of the
Druze community have served in elite
combat units, achieved high ranks, and
received numerous commendations for
bravery. Druze have also served as Israeli
cabinet ministers and ambassadors to
other nations.

After Israel’s 1981 annexation of the

Druze delights at Nurah’s Kitchen.

Golan Heights that it had captured in the
1967 War, the government offered Israeli
citizenship to its Druze residents. Most
declined because they feared that the Go-
lan might eventually return to Syrian au-
thority. Today, things are changing rap-
idly. Following a 2024 rocket attack by
Hezbollah that killed a dozen Druze chil-
dren and after the 2025 massacre of Dru-
ze in southern Syria by Islamist militias,
a growing number of Golan Druze are
applying for Israeli citizenship. This is
one bit of evidence that Israel is not an
“apartheid” state.

If you want a deeper dive into Druze
cuisine, be sure to visit Daliyat al-Karm-
el during your next visit to Israel. This
village lies on the slopes of Mount Car-
mel and is largely surrounded by a na-
tional park. There are a number of
highly rated restaurants from which to
choose. Nurah’s Kitchen is even kosher!
Bon appetit!

Stmchas

Mazal tov from the Jewish Federa-
tion of New Hampshire to our former
Shaliach, Ra'anan deHaas, and Keren
Berger on their wedding on Friday,
May 8, in Yad HaShmona — wishing
them a lifetime of love, joy, and shared
blessings together.

PAGE 24

The New Hampshire W/ Jewish Reporter

Sivan - Tammuz - Av 5786 ¢ June - July 2026



First regional decrease since October 7,
2023; K-12 incidents remain a growing
concern

BOSTON, May 6, 2026, ... ADL’s (the
Anti-Defamation League) annual Audit
of Antisemitic Incidents, issued today, re-
corded a total of 400 incidents of assault,
harassment and vandalism in 2025 within
the New England region (covering Maine,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode
Island and Vermont). While this marks
the first regional decrease since October 7,
2023, the total remains nearly double the
number of incidents recorded annually in
the region prior to that date. Even as over-
all numbers fell, incidents at non-Jewish
K-12 schools across the region rose, with
Massachusetts alone seeing an increase
from 50 in 2024 to 75 in 2025.

New England

ADL New England tracked a total of
400 incidents of assault, harassment and
vandalism in 2025, compared to 638 in
2024, a decrease of 37 percent. Incidents
included 230 cases of harassment, 164
cases of vandalism and 6 cases of assault.
Of all incidents in New England, 41 per-
cent were related to Israel or Zionism.

In Massachusetts, non-Jewish K-12
schools saw the most reported incidents
of any location type in the state and were
the only physical location category to see
an increase from 2024 to 2025, rising 50
percent from 50 incidents to 75. At the
same time, college campus incidents in
Massachusetts fell 65 percent, from 107 in
2024 to 37 in 2025, the sharpest decrease
of any location type in the state. ADL of-
fered support and resources to college ad-
ministrators with the goal of improving
the campus climate. Massachusetts ranked
fourth nationally for incidents at universi-
ties and non-Jewish K-12 schools.

“The decrease in antisemitic incidents
over the last year is a clear sign of prog-
ress,” said Samantha Joseph, ADL New
England’s Regional Director. “But 400
incidents in a single year is still nearly
double what this region saw before Octo-
ber 7, 2023, and K-12 incidents have in-
creased. Our communities remain con-
cerned for their safety, and our work is
far from done.”

* Massachusetts — 279 incidents

» New Hampshire — 34 incidents

* Rhode Island — 26 incidents

* Vermont — 29 incidents

* Maine — 32 incidents

The following cities recorded the high-
est number of incidents in each state:

Tocent Evenis

Antisemitic Incidents in New England Decreased in 2025,
Yet Remain Nearly Double Pre-October 7 Levels

* Boston, MA — 57 incidents

* Portland, ME — 12 incidents

* Burlington, VT — 11 incidents

* Providence, RI - 11 incidents

* Manchester, NH — 6 incidents

Antisemitic incidents took place across
a variety of locations throughout the re-
gion. Public areas including parks,
streets, transit and buildings saw the
highest concentration of incidents with
100 reported. Jewish institutions and
schools recorded 62 incidents, including
41 at synagogues. Non-Jewish K-12
schools across the region saw 85 inci-
dents, including 38 at high schools and
25 at middle schools. There were 49 inci-
dents on college campuses, 37 at business
establishments and 20 online.

Incidents Across the Region

The following incidents illustrate the
range and impact of antisemitism across
New England in 2025 and ADL New
England’s response:

Massachusetts: A brick reading "Free
Palestine" was thrown through the win-
dow of a kosher grocery store, sending a
threatening message to the local Jewish
community. ADL New England respond-
ed with onsite support, mobilized the
community to rally around the business
and launched a digital solidarity cam-
paign that drew more than 400 signatures.

Maine: After a public restroom at a lo-
cal grocery store was repeatedly vandal-
ized with swastika graffiti, ADL New
England contacted the store manager di-
rectly, secured a commitment to remove
the graffiti and monitor the space and
worked alongside the Jewish Community
Alliance of Southern Maine to ensure
the community felt heard and supported.

Vermont: After a swastika was carved
into a school computer at a Vermont high
school, ADL New England engaged school
administrators, facilitated staff conversa-
tions about response protocols and con-
nected district leaders with peer educators
from similar school environments.

Rhode Island: Following a string of an-
tisemitic bullying and graffiti incidents at
a Rhode Island high school, ADL New
England provided advocacy over several
months, facilitated direct conversations
between the affected family, school ad-
ministration and guidance staff and con-
tinues to partner with the Jewish Alliance
of Greater Rhode Island to ensure last-
ing support.

New Hampshire: A constituent experi-
encing a pattern of antisemitic harass-
ment from a neighbor, including being

chased and subjected to antisemitic slurs,
contacted ADL New England. ADL met
directly with the constituent, notified the
New Hampshire Jewish Federation and
escalated the matter to the New Hamp-
shire Senior Assistant Attorney Gener-
al’s Civil Rights Unit.

Factors that Explain the Decrease in
Overall Antisemitic Incidents in 2025

The decrease in national antisemitic in-
cidents was driven largely by a significant
drop in Israel/Zionism-related incidents
and a steep decline in campus antisemi-
tism. Nationally, the share of antisemitic
incidents related to Israel or Zionism fell
from 58 percent in 2024 to 45 percent in
2025. Of all incidents in New England, 41
percent were related to Israel or Zionism in
2025, a decrease from 63 percent in 2024.

Antisemitic incidents on college and
university campuses fell 66 percent na-
tionally and 61 percent in New England
(from 151 in 2024 to 49 in 2025), in part
because schools took concrete steps to
address antisemitism — motivated by
pressure from ADL’s Campus Antisemi-
tism Report Card, which has led univer-
sities to adopt stronger policies, and from
ADL’s legal actions. ADL’s Campus An-
tisemitism Report Card showed that New
England schools showed significant
progress in protecting Jewish students.
Notably, Northeastern University im-
proved from a B to an A. Tufts Universi-
ty improved from a C to a B.

United States

This regional data reflects broader na-
tional trends. Nationally, 2025 marked
one of the most violent periods for Ameri-
can Jews, with physical assaults reaching
record high levels and antisemitic attacks
resulting in fatalities on American soil for
the first time since 2022 and in Jewish fa-
talities for the first time since 2019, ac-
cording to ADL’s annual Audit of Antise-
mitic Incidents, released today.

Across the country, there were 6,274
incidents of antisemitic assault, harass-
ment and vandalism in 2025, an average
of 17 incidents per day. While this total
represents a 33-percent decrease from
2024, it remains considerably higher than
the total in years prior to the October 7,
2023, Hamas massacre in Israel, and
ranks as the third-highest year for antise-
mitic incidents (after 2023 and 2024),
since ADL began tracking in 1979.

Even as overall incidents decreased na-
tionally, physical assaults increased by 4
percent, and incidents of assault involv-
ing a deadly weapon increased by 39-per-

cent. Moreover, three people were mur-
dered in antisemitic attacks this past year:
two victims in the May 21, 2025, shoot-
ing outside the Capital Jewish Museum
in Washington, D.C., and one victim who
died from injuries sustained in the June 1,
2025, firebombing attack at a "Run for
Their Lives" event in Boulder, Colorado.

Methodology

The ADL Audit includes both criminal
and non-criminal acts of harassment,
vandalism and assault against individu-
als and groups as reported to ADL by
victims, law enforcement, the media and
partner organizations and evaluated by
ADL's experts.

The complete dataset for antisemitic in-
cidents for 2016-2025 is available on
ADL's H.EE.A.T. Map, an interactive on-
line tool that allows users to geographical-
ly chart antisemitic incidents and extremist
activity. The full dataset can also be down-
loaded by anyone who would like to take a
closer look at individual incidents.

ADL is careful to not conflate general
criticism of Israel or anti-Israel activism
with antisemitism. Legitimate political
protest, support for Palestinian rights or
expressions of opposition to Israeli poli-
cies is not included in the Audit. As an ex-
ample, slightly fewer than half of anti-Is-
rael rallies assessed by ADL contained an-
tisemitic content that qualified to be
counted within this Audit. ADL's ap-
proach to Israel-related expressions com-
ports with the ITHRA definition of anti-
semitism. The complete Audit methodolo-
gy is included in the report on our website.

The Audit offers a snapshot of one of
the ways American Jews encounter anti-
semitism, but a full understanding of anti-
semitism in the U.S. requires other forms
of analysis as well, including public opin-
ion polling, assessments of online antisem-
itism and examinations of extremist activi-
ty, all of which ADL offers in other reports.

Individuals who experience an antise-
mitic incident can report it to ADL:
https://www.adl.org/report-incident.

ADL is the leading anti-hate organiza-
tion in the world. Founded in 1913 to pro-
tect the Jewish people, ADL works to stop
the defamation of the Jewish people and
secure justice and fair treatment to all. In
the face of rising antisemitism and ex-
tremism, we protect, advocate, and edu-
cate, through a mix of programs and ser-
vices using the latest innovations and tech-
nology, and seek to create a world without
hate. More at www.adl.org.
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Annual Campaign

The correct tribute is:

Film Festival

Kushner

Tumen Family Children’s Fund.

PJ Library

Kushner-Tumen Family Children’s Fund
In honor of Florita Sonnenklar’s special birthday - Norm and Andrea

JFNH Tributes

Received by May 10, 2026

In memory of Beverly Noble Gerson - Charles Gerson
In honor of Mara Friedman’s birthday — Your Seacoast Friends

Correction: Last month’s tribute listing incorrectly stated “In memory of
Rikki Bornstein — Carol Pressman.” We apologize for the mistake.

“In memory of Jeffrey Mark Tillman — Carol Pressman.”

In honor of Pat Kalik - The Film Festival Committee
In honor of Ross Fishbein - The Film Festival Committee

Correction: Last month’s tribute listing incorrectly listed the following in the
JFNH Annual Campaign. They were in fact donations made to the Kushner-

In memory of Bernice Taube - Norman and Andrea Kushner
In memory of Deb Feins - Norman and Andrea Kushner
In memory of Jeffrey Tillman - Norman and Andrea Kushner

In memory of Ivonilde Felix Marques — Evellyn Schumacker

How to submit
an obituary

The Reporter publishes obituaries for
any member of the community, past
or present, for a $36 fee. Please send
obituaries and one photo, if desired,
as a separate jpg attachment to there-
porter@jewishnh.org or to the office
along with payment at: JFNH, 273 S.
River Road Unit 5, PO Box 10041,
Bedford, NH 03110

Simchas

New! B’nai mitzvah, engagement, wed-
ding or new baby in the family? Share
your happiness with the community
with a notice in the Reporter's new
Simchas section. Your $36 payment
will support JFNH's nonprofit mis-
sion. Submit a short notice and photo
to  thereporter@jewishnh.org  or
JFNH, 273 S. River Road Unit 5, PO
Box 10041, Bedford, NH 03110

When submitting a Letter to the Editor, please include your name, town of
residence, and contact information. Letters to the Editor must be under 300
words in length to be considered for publication. Send your letter by email to
the reporter@jewishnh.org with “letter to the editor” in the subject line.

Do you live in Keene, Laconia, Bethlehem, Hanover, or another
NH community and want to help produce the Jewish Reporter?

We are looking for people all over the state who are interested in
writing about their local Jewish community.

To get involved, contact thereporter@jewishnh.org

JFNH Tribute Cards:
A Double Mitzvah

Sending a tribute card from the Jewish Federation
of New Hampshire is one of the best ways to honor
someone for any simcha, e.g. birthday, anniversary,
bar/bat mitzvah. Itis also the perfect way to say
“Thank you” or to send your condolences.

Your JFNH tribute card serves double duty by
helping to support the vital programs serving the
New Hampshire Jewish Community.

All tributes will be listed in The Reporter.

Amount of Contribution:
d810 Qa8%18 Q%36 1 Other$

Designated to the following fund: 42%& -

d Annual Campaign

Jd Friends of the Reporter
NH Jewish Film Festival
PJ Library

Senior Programs
Shlichut (Israeli Emissary) Program
Social Services

Other:

Contribution:

oD odo

IJmhonor [ mnmemoryof  [_Jon the occasion of

Name of Tribute Card recipient

Address of Tribute Card recipient

Name of Sender

Address of Sender

Make your check payable to “Jewish Federation of NH”
and mail with this form to: Jewish Federation of NH
273 S. River Road Unit 5, PO Box 10041, Bedford, NH 03110

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
Tell Them You Saw Their Ad in The Reporter!
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Business & Fre Jcem&m/ Services
\

- TAL HAGBI
GENERAL DENTISTRY GERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERS o 803]";5 e
Bow Family Dentistry Daniel Cohen, CFP © Q e rc)] 0o J [ (603) 488-6220 REMM
Sarah K. Katz, DMD Cohen Investment Advisors S
Jordan T. Rucinski, DMD 264 South River Road, Suite 414 :J OU REALTOR® | 1@nhsynergy.com ynergy
514 South Street Bedford, NH 03110 7 L \—‘ LA
Bow NH, 03304 (603) 232-8350 BOIJI)?,B‘IBL‘ REAL ESTATE IS NOT ONLY MY PROFESSION,
603-224-3151 www.investwithcohen.com [ 4’4« LoV,
office@bowfamilydentistry.com Um/ M W
www.bowfamilydentistry.com TAX PLANNING & PREPARATION ST ,
. ewishnh.or
Lindner Dental Associates Richard LGS?VOV, EA J 9
Pediatric, Ortho, Adult FairTaxPlanning, LLC
Cosmetic and Oral Surgery P0. Box 395, Newmarket, NH 03857 NorthE a st
72 South River Road (978) 994-2793 faCEbOOk
Bedford, NH 03110 rich@fairtaxplanning.com ekl hUE_E SENTE“VIWCE§
603-624-3900 www.fairtaxplanning.com ec me are
www.LindnerDental.com Eric M. LaFleur
Jonathan E. Baron
GENERAL AND COSMETIC DENTISTRY REAL ESTATE SERVICES ¢NEWS
Elizabeth Sandler Spindel, DMD 143 Eshsielx Street, Suite 709 Phone: 978.373.1010
) Haverhill, MA 01832 www.NECompServices.com
Victoria Spindel Rubin, DMD REAL ESTATE P
862 Union St., Manchester Tal Hagbi
(603) 669-9049 REMAX Synergy lf'\i \
https://elizabethspindel.com Licensed in NH and MA H H H
Tal@NHSynergy.com Jewish Federation pi Tn I n kl “ g 0' SB “I “ g?
Ta|Hagbi_Com OF NEW HAMPSHIRE -
¢: 603-854-2540, 0: 603-488-6220
A\ Y

DAVID ORLICK

(1577 +ROXQAYK?RS$A Realtor

SUPPORT

OUR Advertise in our
ADVERTISERS Business & Professional
Services Directory

Y. 603-724-7237
603-232-8282

= dorlick@kw.com

& www.dorsgroup.com

Tell Them Call JFNH office at Y @ U

603-627-7679

YOll Saw or contact our sales rep. U
Their Ad Michelle Harrison JAPANESE BISTRO
o 603'845'9194 Discover refreshing sushi and Asian-fusion cuisine in Southern NH!
mn RunFree94@yahoo.com 150 Broad Street, #4
Th R ' Nashua, NH 03063
(603) 882-8337
¢ ePOl‘ter' — http:/www.youyoubistro.com/ ﬁ
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Jewish Federation ,
> OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

INVITES YOU TO JOIN US FOR OUR

‘& COMMUNITY SHEM TOV AWARDS

'~ ' AUGUST 16TH, 2PM

5

> 3‘?18 ‘suggested donation | livestream no charge
T)oprs' opéen at 1:30pm with a Kosher Dessert Reception
: Meeting begins promptly at 2pm

-

N | "Be‘d-ford Event Center and Livestreamed
-y 379 South River Road, Bedford
& ! .

®The strength of a people, The power of a community.

Register to join us:
¢ Scan QR code
or visit https://givebutter.com/jfnh2026
for more information.

-

Jewish Federation of New Hampshire
www.jewishnh.org | info@jewishnh.org
273 South River Road, Unit 5, Bedford, NH 03110
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