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Why I Give to JFNH
By Roberta Gordenstein

Why do I give? That’s a 
good question to ponder.
1.	Because that’s what I 

learned as a child. I remem-
ber being very young and 
going trick-or-treating for 
UNICEF, the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund. I re-
member the blue and white 
tzedakah boxes we filled 
with coins on Shabbat and 
brought to Sunday school 
every week to add to what 
the other students collected, 
to send to Israel to help the 
kibbutzim. I remember the 
Girl Scout oath, ”to help 
others at all times.”

2.	Because as an adult I 
learned that things cost 
money. I joined a temple 
and became very involved. I 
learned it took a lot of 
money to pay the salaries 
for a rabbi and Hebrew 
school teacher, and to heat 
the building and keep the 
driveway plowed in order 
for the congregation to cel-
ebrate the holidays through-
out the year. I volunteered 
every week in the smoky, 
noisy, bingo hall and start-
ed a nursery school to bring 
in additional funding for 
the temple and its programs. 

3.	Because I am now a member 
of the Federation Board of 
Directors and I realize that it 
takes even more money to 
run programs like the PJ Li-
brary that provides free Jew-
ish-themed books to chil-
dren, the shaliach program 
that brings a young Israeli to 
New Hampshire to teach all 
of us about contemporary 
Israel, the Momentum proj-
ect that sends a cohort of 
young Jewish moms to Israel 
so they can experience it 
first-hand and share that 
with their children, grants 
for Jewish summer camps, 
the Senior programs that 
support older members of 
the community, the New 
Hampshire Jewish Film Fes-
tival that brings the best of 
Jewish films from around 
the world to our state, and to 
pay the salaries of our fabu-
lous staff.

Why I Give
continued on page 1
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Shabbat Candle Lighting Times:

December 2	 3:54 PM
December 9	 3:53 PM
December 16	 3:54 PM
December 23	 3:57 PM
December 30	 4:02 PM
January 6		  4:08 PM
January 13		 4:16 PM
January 20	 4:24 PM
January 27	 4:34 PM
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66 Salmon Street, Manchester
Conservative
(603) 622-6171
office@templeisraelmht.org
www.termpleisraelmht.org
Services: Fridays at 7 PM
Saturdays at 10 AM
Morning Minyans – 7:00am every 
Wednesday. At this time, we are offering 
in-person Friday and Saturday Shabbat 
services on alternating weeks. Masks are 
required.

NASHUA
TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM
Rabbi Jon Spira-Savett
Conservative
(603) 883-8184
www.tbanashua.org
rabbijon@tbanashua.org
office@tbanashua.org
Services (generally):
Every Friday at 8:00 pm
Every Saturday at 10:00 am
Evening minyan Sunday-Thursday 7:30 
pm and at the end of Shabbat
Second Friday each month Shabbat Alive! 
6:30 pm
Meditation every other Saturday 9:00 am
All services on Zoom, most at the Temple 
(check website)

NORTH CONWAY
KEHILAT HAR LAVAN
Hazzan Marlena Fuerstman
PO Box 474, Bartlett 
(978) 853-4900
harlavancommunity@gmail.com
Services: Wed. mornings 9 AM online via 
Zoom
Enter meeting ID https://zoom.
us/j/381930069
Holiday service times, locations TBA

PORTSMOUTH
TEMPLE ISRAEL
Rabbi Kaya Stern-Kaufman
200 State Street, Portsmouth
Conservative, Affiliated USCJ
(603) 436-5301
www.templeisraelnh.org
templeoffice@templeisraelnh.org
Services: Friday, 6:00 PM
Saturday, 9:30 AM
Tues. minyan 5:30 PM
Temple Israel has a fully licensed
M-F preschool.

KOL HA'EMEK UPPER VALLEY 		
JEWISH COMMUNITY
Rabbi Mark Melamut
Roth Center for Jewish Life
5 Occom Ridge, Hanover
Nondenominational, Unaffiliated
(603) 646-0460
www.uvjc.org
office@uvjc.org
Services: Friday night Shabbat service at 
6 PM
Saturday morning Shabbat service at 		
10 AM

KEENE
CONGREGATION AHAVAS ACHIM
Rabbi Dan Aronson
84 Hastings Avenue, Keene
Reconstructionist, Affiliated JRF
(603) 352-6747
www.keenesynagogue.org
rabbida@keenesynaogue.org 
office@keenesynagogue.org
Services: Regular Friday night services at 
7 PM
Weekly Shabbat Torah study at 9:30AM.
Shabbat morning services on the 2nd 
Saturday of each month at 9:30AM.
Meditation and Pirkei Avot study on the 
4th Saturday of each month at 10:30AM.
All services are in-person and online. 
Check the website for schedule changes 
and Zoom links.

LACONIA
TEMPLE B’NAI ISRAEL
Rabbi Jan Katz
210 Court Street, Laconia
Reform, Affiliated URJ 
(603) 524-7044
www.tbinh.org
info@tbinh.org
Services: Every other Friday  
night at 7:30 PM

MANCHESTER
CHABAD CENTER FOR JEWISH LIVING
Rabbi Levi Krinsky
1234 River Rd., Manchester
Orthodox, Chabad
(603) 647-0204
www.Lubavitchnh.com
rabbi@lubavitchnh.com
Services: Shabbat Services  
Saturday morning at 9:30 AM 
Sunday morning minyan at 9 AM 

TEMPLE ADATH YESHURUN
Rabbi Beth D. Davidson 
152 Prospect Street, Manchester  
Reform, Affiliated URJ 
(603) 669-5650 
www.taynh.org 
templeadathy@comcast.net 
Services: Shabbat services the first Friday 
of the month at 6 PM 
All other Friday nights at 7 PM  
with some exceptions. 
Alternating Shabbat services or Torah 
study Saturday mornings at 10 AM

AMHERST
CONGREGATION BETENU
Dena Glasgow (Rabbinic Intern)
5 Northern Blvd., Unit 1, Amherst
Reform, Affiliated URJ
(603) 886-1633
www.betenu.org
Services: Friday night Kabbalat Shabbat 
services at 7:30 PM

BETHLEHEM
BETHLEHEM HEBREW CONGREGATION
Rabbi Donna Kirshbaum
39 Strawberry Hill Road 
PO Box 395, Bethlehem
Unaffiliated-Egalitarian
(603) 869-5465
www.bethlehemsynagogue.org
davegoldstone1@gmail.com 
Services: Contact for Date/Time Info 
President Dave Goldstone - (516) 592-1462 
or Eileen Regen – (603) 823-7711
Weekly Services: July through Simchat 
Torah Friday: 6:30 PM; Saturday: 10 AM

CONCORD
TEMPLE BETH JACOB
Rabbi Robin Nafshi
67 Broadway, Concord
Reform, Affiliated URJ
(603) 228-8581
www.tbjconcord.org
office@tbjconcord.org
Services: Friday night - 7 PM  
Saturday morning - 9:30 AM

DERRY
ETZ HAYIM SYNAGOGUE
Rabbi Peter Levy
1½ Hood Road, Derry
Reform, Affiliated URJ 
(603) 432-0004 
www.etzhayim.org 
office@etzhayim.org, rabbi@etzhayim.org 
Services: Fridays 7:15 PM
Please check the website for the Shabbat 
Morning schedule

DURHAM
UNH & SEACOAST CHABAD JEWISH 
CENTER
Rabbi Berel Slavaticki
72-1 Main Street, Durham
(603) 205-6598
Rabbi@JewishSeacoast.com
www.JewishSeacoast.com

HANOVER
THE ROHR CHABAD CENTER 		
AT DARTMOUTH
Rabbi Moshe Gray
19 Allen Street, Hanover
Orthodox, Chabad
(603) 643-9821
www.dartmouthchabad.com
chabad@dartmouth.edu
Services: Friday Evening Shabbat services 
and Dinner
Shabbat morning services
Call for times

CONGREGATIONS JRF: 	Jewish Reconstructionist Federation URJ: Union for Reform Judaism
USCJ: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
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See what’s happening in the community at www.jewishnh.org

4.	Because of a need to repay all that I re-
ceived. My father died when I was 
three and my mom was a young widow 
with two little children. People gave to 
us in so many ways that I feel obligated 
to return the favor, even if  I do not 
know the recipient (as we all know, the 

Why I Give
continued from page 3

highest form of charity).
5.	Because I can. At this point in my life, 

I am able to give, and I am grateful for 
that.

6.	And finally, because we read on the 
High Holidays that tzedakah, teshuva, 
and tefilla can avert the stern decree! 
So maybe I give just to hedge my bets!

What are your reasons for giving?

My Favorite Chanukah Things
Chanukah was my favorite Jewish holi-

day growing up. I particularly loved the 
music – our cantor had put together a 
family song sheet ranging from the clas-
sics “Oh Dreidel, Dreidel, Dreidel” and 
“Ma’oz Tzur” to “I am a latke” by Deb-
bie Friedman and, my personal favorite, 
“Light One Candle” by Peter, Paul and 
Mary. My sister and I still insist on dig-
ging out the song sheets and singing – 
loudly – whenever we can get together. 

It was not unusual for the local news-
paper to ask to photograph my family’s 
celebrations. We weren’t the only Jews in 
town, but we were relatively observant 
and open about our traditions. And yet, 
every year, I had friends who peppered 
me with questions about why we don’t 
celebrate Christmas, or whether I be-
lieved in Santa or Hanukkah Harry, or 
why we didn’t at least decorate a Hanuk-
kah Bush. 

Now that I’m a parent – and a Jewish 
Professional – I don’t mind saying that I 
find Chanukah challenging and occasion-
ally awkward. I haven’t cracked the code 

for making this a meaningful holiday 
without building it up too far. The story 
of Chanukah is brutal, which presents a 
challenge when fighting and battles are 
rarely appropriate discussions with young 
children. We give our kids socks and small 

Dinah Berch

JFNH
Program 

Coordinator 

Pool noodle menorah

gifts – and they also get gifts from family 
– placing the present-aspect front and cen-
ter. My kids believe that Santa Claus ex-
ists (like the tooth fairy) – but that he 
doesn’t visit us because we’re Jewish. 

My daughter’s favorite things about 
Chanukah are “eating chocolate gelt, 
lighting her menorah, eating latkes, and 
getting together with friends and family 
for a Chanukah party. And playing the 
Dreidel game and going to PJ Library 
events for Chanukah.” (No, I didn’t pay 
her to say that – she’s very well trained). 
My son’s favorites are “opening pres-
ents, eating gelt, and the part I like the 
most is when we be together with our 
family and all the hugs.” (Again, very 
well-trained spokespeople!). I’d also say 
he LOVES any funny dinosaur or robot 
Chanukah shirts I’ve managed to find at 
Target. My husband, not to be left out, 
said his favorite thing about Chanukah 
is making latkes. Once. With the kids. 
(After that our house smells like burn-
ing oil for at least the next eight nights). 
My personal favorite might be making a 
giant pool noodle menorah at my office, 
as seen in the picture accompanying this 
article. Hopefully, that’s going to be an 
annual thing. 

This year, I’m setting my kids loose to 
show-and-tell their holidays to their 
classmates on their own. I’ll let the kids 
each choose a book or two to bring in 
and share with their teachers, a menorah 
they can safely pass around, dreidels to 
hand out to all their classmates, and 
maybe jelly donut muffins. (Here’s my 
recipe: https://bit.ly/DinahsDonuts) My 
son’s Kindergarten class might be a little 
old for Happy Hanukkah, Curious 
George, by H.A. Rey and Margret Rey – 
but they’re the perfect age to appreciate 
the puns in The Eight Knights of Hanuk-
kah by Leslie Kimmelman. My daugh-
ter’s class LOVED Meet the Latkes by 
Alan Silberberg last year; I might add 
The Parakeet Named Dreidel, by Isaac 
Bashevis Singer this time. For PodCast 

lovers I highly recommend “PJ Library 
Presents: Beyond the Bookcase – Jack 
Be Nimble, A Hanukkah Story”. My 
kids are so enamored by this podcast – 
which mashes up Jewish practices and 
traditions with characters from folklore 
– that they’ve memorized the theme 
song. Send help.

Traditional potato stamping crafts 
might be replaced in my house this year 
with edible menorahs. Marshmallow 
“candles” with Hershey kiss “flames” are 
a big hit, but I recently saw a photo of a 
stacked fruit loop menorah with jelly-
bean candles that was pretty cool. Or you 
could use celery stuck on a log of zuc-
chini with bits of carrot flames. If you 
make an edible menorah post a picture to 
our Facebook Group JFNH Family Con-
nection! 

PJ Library has a “Hanukkah Hub” at 
www.pjlibrary.org/hanukkah complete 
with printouts for how to light the meno-
rah and how to play dreidel, a “Hanuk-
kah Screentime Guide” and even a full 
blogpost about “Sharing Hanukkah at 
School.” I love the way activities and 
books are divided up by age group – per-
fect for families like mine with kids of 
very different ages, abilities, and atten-
tion spans. 

How will your family be celebrating 
Chanukah this year? Hopefully we’ll see 
you at an upcoming event! PJ Our Way 
kids (ages 9-12) are encouraged to come 
make your own candles with me in Bed-
ford on December 8th or in North 
Hampton on the 11th. I’ll be at the Sea-
coast Chabad Jewish Center for a Mom-
my & Me Chanukah Story Time on Fri-
day, December 16th. Or come say hi at 
the PJ Library table at the Menorah 
Lighting at the New Hampshire State 
House in Concord on December 18th. 
Seniors: don’t miss the SFY Chanukah 
Party on December 22th! Don’t forget to 
join our annual Chanukah Card Ex-
change for PJ Library – New Hampshire 
Families and Seniors! Happy Chanukah! 
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Thursday, December 1 
SFY Movie Day: “Keeping the Faith”
1:00PM – 3:00PM, JFNH Community Room
Two friends, a priest and a rabbi fall in love with the 
same woman they knew in their youth, but the 
religious position of both men denies them 
romance. Starring Edward Norton, Ben Stiller, and 
Jenna Elfman. (2000).
No Cost / Popcorn will be provided / Registration 
required by November 29th
To register call the JFNH office at 603-627-7679 or 
email Dinah Berch at Dinah.berch@jewishnh.org

For the Sake of Heaven: How Judaism 
teaches us to Disagree Constructively 
7:00PM – 9:00PM via Zoom
Session 3 of the four-part Zoom series by Cantor 
Marc Stober of Temple Israel Manchester. Contact 
Marc Stober 623-6252-6171 school@
templeisraelmht.org http://templeisraelmht.org/ 
Sponsor: The Pardes Institute of Jerusalem

Friday, December 2
First Friday Tot Shabbat – December
4:30-5:30PM, Temple Israel, Portsmouth
Temple Israel Portsmouth's "First Friday" kid-
friendly musical Shabbat experience is led monthly 
by Rabba Kaya Stern-Kaufman, with special 
musical guests Lisa Jane Lipkin and Jay Hitt. 
Geared for children ages 5 and under; all are 
welcome. Contact Heather Tomlinson at 
templeoffice@templeisraelnh.org with questions. 
Kindly register on the temple's website calendar: 
http://bit.ly/3UABxS3 

Saturday, December 3
L’Dor V’Dor: Upper Valley Tots Shabbat at 
Kilton Library
10:30am-11:30am, Kilton Library, 80 Main Street, 
Lebanon
Join us for Jewish stories, music, activities and 
refreshments. Special guests include PJ Library, 
grandparent readers, and YOU! Made possible by a 
generous grant from the Covenant Foundation and 
Jewish Communities of Vermont. Open to the 
Community. Email Melissa Herman at school@uvjc.
org with any questions.
Sponsor: Jewish Communities of Vermont, Covenant 
Foundation, PJ Library, Shir Shalom Vermont and Kol 
Ha’Emek Upper Valley Jewish Community

Sunday, December 4
Reflected Light: Your Grandmother, Mother, 
and You – Session 1 of 2
10:00AM-12:00PM, Temple Israel, Portsmouth
Temple Israel Portsmouth congregant and published 
author Sandell Morse will lead a creative writing 
group, exploring our maternal inheritance through 
writing. Please join us in person in the Temple Israel 

To submit Calendar items 
for the print and online JFNH Calendar 

and E-News, go to 
https://jewishnh.org/community-calendar, 
click the red "Suggest an Event" button, 

then fill in the form with 
your event information.

DISCLAIMER: Events are submitted weeks in 
advance of publication, and are subject to 
change. For information on format changes, 
rescheduling, and so on, please contact the 
event’s host.

social hall for two Sunday morning sessions, on 
December 4 and December 11. Sandell Morse is the 
author of "The Spiral Shell. " This memoir unfolds 
as a double journey, one outward in which Sandell 
uncovers long-silenced stories of courage and 
resistance in a village in southwest France, and one 
inward as she unexpectedly finds herself on a 
journey back to her own Jewish identity. Contact 
Heather Tomlinson at templeoffice@templeisraelnh.
org with questions. Register via the website 
calendar: http://bit.ly/3g1XMRK 

Thursday, December 8
Supporting the Soul: A Chevra Kadisha 
Workshop
11:00AM-12:30PM, Temple Israel, Portsmouth
Judaism is often lauded for its sensitive and helpful 
traditions surrounding mourning and care for the 
bereaved. Yet much less is commonly known about 
the sacred tasks of caring for the deceased 
between the time of death and burial. The Chevra 
Kadisha/Jewish Burial Society, a group of 
anonymous volunteers, is entrusted with these 
tasks. These particular traditions are rooted in 
Jewish teachings regarding the journey of the soul 
and the obligation of the living to respectfully care 
for the deceased.
Come learn about these sacred traditions and the 
Jewish understanding of the "soul journey" at a 
special workshop taught by Rabba Kaya Stern-
Kaufman in the Social Hall or via Zoom (Zoom link is 
included with registration confirmation email). 
Together we will study traditional texts that form 
the foundation for many of our practices and rituals 
regarding death. All are welcome.
Contact Heather Tomlinson at templeoffice@
templeisraelnh.org with questions. Register via the 
website calendar:  http://bit.ly/3g7QBrq 

PJ Our Way DIY Candles Bedford
4:00PM – 5:30PM JFNH Community Room
TWO OPPORTUNITIES!
Thursday, December 8th, 4-5:30pm – JFNH Office 
273 South River Road, Unit #5, Bedford, NH and 
Sunday, December 11th, 3-4:30pm – Private Home, 
North Hampton, NH (location shared upon 
registration).
PJ Our Way kids (ages 8-12): Join us for a fun 
afternoon of making our own Chanukah candles 
using recycled crayons! Games and snacks will also 
be provided. 
Free program / Registration required. Contact Dinah 
Berch with questions Dinah.berch@jewishnh.org 
To register: https://bit.ly/PJOurWayCandles 

The Feminine Side of Chanukah – JWC
6:00PM – 8:00PM Seacoast Jewish Center, 
Durham
Cost: Cover $35 PP – Early bird Special $25 – 
Students $5 – Sponsor $180
The Seacoast Jewish Women Circle invites you to 
The Feminine Side of Chanukah! Enjoy delicious 
Chanukah treats and paint a beautiful masterpiece 
ceramic Menorah to add to your Chanukah 
celebration! No previous artistic skills required! To 
register:  http://jewishseacoast.com/jwc    
Seacoast Jewish Center 72-1 Main Street Durham, 
NH 03824

Introduction to Jewish Genealogy using 
JewishGen and other resources
7:00PM – 9:00PM Etz Hayim Synagogue, Derry
Introduction to Jewish Genealogy using JewishGen 
and other resources presented by Isabel Danforth. 
She will Demonstrate how to use JewishGen.org to 
get information about possible ancestors. She will 

answer questions and will do a search for someone 
who is participating. If time allows, we can also 
share results from some DNA-matching websites. 
Contact Stephen M Soreff 603-895-6120 
soreffs15@aol.com 
Sponsor: Etz Hayim Synagogue’s Adult Continuing 
Education Program Hot Topics and Cool 
Contemporary Stuff.

For the Sake of Heaven: How Judaism 
teaches us to Disagree Constructively 
7:00PM – 9:00PM via Zoom
Final Zoom session led by Cantor Marc Stober of 
Temple Israel Manchester. Contact Marc Stober 
603-622-6171 school@templeisraelmht.org http://
www.templeisraelmht.org 
Sponsor: The Pardes Institute of Jerusalem 

Saturday, December 10
Havdalah: Family S’mores & Nerf Night
5:00PM – 7:00PM, Temple Israel, Portsmouth
Back by popular demand! What could be better than 
hot s’mores on a cold night and a Nerf battle royale 
to top it off?! Join us for Havdalah, roasting 
marshmallows, and Capture the Flag in person at 
Temple Israel, Portsmouth. Participants are 
expected to bring their own nerf guns.
Contact Heather Tomlinson at templeoffice@
templeisraelnh.org with questions. Register via the 
website calendar to receive weather-related 
updates: http://bit.ly/3Ew7PIh 

Sunday, December 11
Jewish Federation of New Hampshire’s 
Super Sunday
10:00AM -4:00PM
Volunteers will be making calls to our Jewish 
community asking for support to our Annual 
Campaign. Your generous support helps Jewish 
Federation to provide: Programming including Film 
Festival, Momentum, PJ Library, Shlichut, and 
more; Social services to those in need around our 
state; Grants to send youth to Jewish overnight 
camp and Israel; Allocations to Hebrew Schools 
across the state; Response to antisemitism; Local, 
national and international giving. Answer the call! 
Donate now: https://bit.ly/GIVEtoJFNH 

Reflected Light: Your Grandmother, Mother, 
and You – Session 2 of 2
10:00AM-12:00PM, Temple Israel, Portsmouth
Temple Israel Portsmouth congregant and published 
author Sandell Morse will lead a creative writing 
group, exploring our maternal inheritance through 
writing. Please join us in person in the Temple Israel 
social hall for two Sunday morning sessions, on 
December 4 and December 11. Sandell Morse is the 
author of "The Spiral Shell. " This memoir unfolds 
as a double journey, one outward in which Sandell 
uncovers long-silenced stories of courage and 
resistance in a village in southwest France, and one 
inward as she unexpectedly finds herself on a 
journey back to her own Jewish identity. Contact 
Heather Tomlinson at templeoffice@templeisraelnh.
org with questions. Register via the website 
calendar: http://bit.ly/3g1XMRK 

Seacoast Chabad Home Depot Menorah 
Workshop
11:00AM – 1:00PM Seacoast Jewish Center, Durham
Cost: $10 per child – Hebrew School Students FREE
Join us for our Menorah workshop, where you will 
build and decorate your very own Menorah at the 
Seacoast Jewish center 72-1 Main Street Durham, 
NH 03824. To register http://jewishseacoast.com/
homedepot  

Temple Beth Abraham – Science and 
Religion, Starting at the Beginning
12:00PM – 2:00PM Temple Beth Abraham, Nashua
What do we know about the beginning of the 
universe 13.8 billion years ago, and why does it 
matter to us – as a people and as Jews? What 
lessons can be learned (if any) from the light of the 
cosmic background, the light of the first stars, or for 
that matter from the lights of our Hannukah candles 
next week?
Astrophysicist Howard Smith researches, writes, 
and speaks about our expanding and evolving 
universe, its wonders and its mysteries like dark 
matter and dark energy, and about the ways in 
which modern science illuminates a spiritual 
message. He draws from Jewish sources from 
Torah to Einstein and from Jewish Perspectives 
from Kabbalists like Ibn Gabbai, Isaac Luria and 
Nahmanides to philosophers like Maimonides. He 
shows how modern, medieval, and ancient insights 
came together to enlighten and guide us. 
Science and religion share stories about the 
creation and evolution of the universe and the 
nature of humanity. In the Jewish spirit of 
discussion and debate, Dr. Smith will show us how 
a dialogue between two sheds light on ethics, free 
will and sanctity of life. Temple Beth Abraham 4 
Raymond Street Nashua, NH. Contact Rebecca 
White 603-883-8184 http://tbanashua.org 

PJ Our Way DIY Candles, North Hampton
3:00PM –4:30PM, Private home, North Hampton
TWO OPPORTUNITIES!
Thursday, December 8th, 4-5:30pm - JFNH office 
273 South River Road, Unit #5, Bedford, NH and 
Sunday, December 11th, 3-4:30pm – Private Home, 
North Hampton, NH (location shared upon 
registration).
PJ Our Way kids (ages 8-12): Join us for a fun 
afternoon of making our own Chanukah candles 
using recycled crayons! Games and Snacks will also 
be provided.
Free program / Registration required. Contact Dinah 
Berch with questions Dinah.berch@jewishnh.org 
To register: https://bit.ly/PJOurWayCandles 

Monday, December 12
Seacoast Chabad Student Pre-Chanukah 
Party
7:00PM – 9:00PM Seacoast Jewish Center, Durham
Music – Latkes – Cocktails – Mocktails – And more…
The Great LATKE Cook Off Teams will face off in the 
ultimate Chanukah cookoff. Join a team or make 
your own to create the best gourmet latke. (All 
supplies and ingredients will be provided). 
Students: Free, Sponsor: $180. Register: http://
jewishseacoast.com/cocktail 

Thursday, December 15
Baby Playgroup at JFNH
10:00AM – 11:00AM JFNH Community Room
Meet other families with young children and grow 
your community! Be a part of our monthly 
playgroup! Open to families with children 0 -5.  
Monthly on the third Thursday at 10AM. JFNH 
Office 273 South River Road, Unit #5 Bedford, NH. 
Contact Dinah at Dinah.berch@jewishnh.org or 
603-627-7679 with questions.  To register: https://
bit.ly/JFNHBabies 

Friday, December 16
The Seacoast Jewish Center Presents: 
Mommy & Me, Chanukah Edition
10:30AM – 11:30AM UNH and Seacoast Chabad 
Jewish Center, Durham

continued on page 5
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The Seacoast Jewish Center presents; Mommy & 
Me, Chanukah Edition In collaboration with PJ 
Library. Join us for circle time, stories, songs, and a 
craft project. Snack will be provided. Masks not 
required. For more information or to RSVP call 
Rochy: 603-205-6597 or visit jewishseacoast.com/
mommyandme. To register: http://bit.ly/3EycYjb

Hanukkah Tot Shabbat
3:30PM-4:30PM Temple Israel, Portsmouth
Please join us in Temple Israel Portsmouth's garden 
courtyard on the sixth night of Hanukkah to light 
candles in the "Hands of Hope" menorah created by 
sculptor Sumner Winebaum. Candle lighting will be 
led by Rabba Kaya as part of a special Hanukkah-
themed Tot Shabbat program geared at young 
children and their families. All are welcome. In case 
of inclement weather, candle lighting will take place 
indoors, in the Shmoozatorium. Kindly register via 
the website calendar: http://bit.ly/3O2lDgR 

Saturday, December 17
PJ Library Tot Shabbat Hop
10:00AM – 11:00AM Temple Adath Yeshurun, 
Manchester
PJ Library’s jBaby and Early Education Initiative 
invite families with children 0-5 (siblings welcome) 
to celebrate Shabbat morning together. Bundle up 
and enjoy stories, singing and blessings followed by 
a Kiddie Kiddush. Registration is required. To 
register: https://bit.ly/JFNHTotShabbatDec 

Sunday, December 18
Shavua Tov Storytime 2022-2023
8:30AM – 9:00AM via Zoom
A program designed for families with children ages 
2-5. Join us for a 20-minute interactive story time 
on Zoom om Sunday each month. Each month will 
have a different theme! All participants will receive 
a craft in the mail ahead of time to use during the 
program. The Zoom link will be provided to 
registered families each Monday ahead of the 
program. To receive your craft in the mail please 
register a week in advance of each program. To 
register: https://bit.ly/ShavuaTovStoryTime. Please 
consider making a donation to PJ Library. Your gift 
of $18 will help us continue to make this Shavua 
Tov Story Time a free program to our NH 
community and beyond! Visit https://jewishnh.org/
ways-to-give/donate-online-new and make your 
gift to PJ Library. Thank you!  

Seacoast Chabad Frozen Chanukah on Ice
2:00PM – 4:00PM Strawbery Banke Museum
Cost: $5 PP / Skate Rental $6
Come join us for our Chanukah on Ice (FROZEN)! 
Skate to Jewish music – Lighting a giant menorah – 
The Dreidel man – Donuts and Chocolate gelt – Arts 
and Crafts – Hot coffee – Skate with Olaf – And 
more –
At the Labrie Family Skate Strawbery Banke 
Museum 14 Hancock Street Portsmouth, NH 03801. 
Registration required Http://jewishseacoast.com/ice  

Menorah Lighting at the State House 2022
3:30PM – 5:00PM Capital Building in Concord, NH
Chabad Center for Jewish Living invites you to a 
Family Menorah Lighting in conjunction with PJ 
Library at the State House Plaza, Capital Building 
107 North Main Street Concord NH.

Etz Hayim Synagogue Chanukah Celebration
5:30PM-8:00PM, Etz Hayim Synagogue, Derry
Etz Hayim Synagogue will be lighting its giant 
outdoor menorah in front of the temple on Sunday 

night, December 18 at 5:30PM. The menorah was 
constructed by Jay Madnick for the community to 
gather round and sing prayers and Chanukah songs. 
All are welcome, so please join us in bringing light to 
our world. The menorah lighting will be followed by 
an indoor pot luck dinner (no meat please) and latke 
contest, and our gift shop will be open for last-
minute purchases. Etz Hayim is located at 1 1/2 Hood 
Rd, Derry. For more information, please visit our 
website at www.etzhayim.org or contact our office at 
603-432-0004.

Monday, December 19
Seacoast Chabad Car Menorah Parade
4:30PM – 6:30PM Leaving from Strawbery Banke
Join us for the annual Car Menorah Parade in the 
Seacoast of NH. Leaving from Strawbery Banke 
Museum, Police Escort, drive a car and make 
history. Chanukah treats for each car, fun for the 
whole family. To RSVP: http://jewishseacoast.com/
parade 

Wednesday, December 21
Community Hanukkah Party
5:00PM-7:00PM Temple Israel, Portsmouth
Please join Temple Israel Portsmouth for latkes, 
dreidels, music with special guests Lisa Lipkin and 
Jay Hitt, and a massive group candle lighting. Bring 
your favorite Hanukkiah and candles and welcome 
the start of Hanukkah as a community. Contact 
Heather Tomlinson at templeoffice@templeisraelnh.
org with questions. Register via the website 
calendar: http://bit.ly/3O6zZN1

Seacoast Chabad Chanukah Adult Party
7:00PM – 9:00PM North Country Hard Cider in Dover
Cost $36
Chanukah Adult Party at the North Country hard 
Cide 38 Littleworth Road Dover, NH. Buffet, Latkes, 
Donuts, cider, music. Sponsorship Available. To 
register http://jewishseacoast.com/adult   

Thursday, December 22
SFY Chanukah Party
12:00PM – 2:00PM JFNH Community Room
Come join us for a CHANUKAH PARTY!!! We’ll enjoy 
Latkes made by Chanchie, with a full toppings bar – 
Ketchup, sour cream, apple sauce, maple syrup and 
more. Come celebrate and have some fun! $18.00/
person. Please call the JFNH office at 603-627-
7679 to register. 

Chanukah at the Mall and Gelt Drop
4:00PM – 6:00PM Mall at Fox Run Newington, NH
Chanukah at the Mall and Gelt Drop at the Mall at 
Fox Run. 75 ft drop followed by a Chanukah Festival 
inside. Celebrate Chanukah together with donuts, 
Dreidels, gelt, and crafts. Register:  Http://
jewishseacoast.com/mall  

Interfaith Candle Lighting
5:30PM-6:30PM Temple Israel, Portsmouth
Please join Temple Israel Portsmouth in the garden 
courtyard on the fifth night of Hanukkah to light 
candles in the "Hands of Hope" menorah created by 
sculptor Sumner Winebaum. Rabba Kaya Stern-
Kaufman will lead an interfaith group in prayer and 
song. Contact Heather Tomlinson at templeoffice@
templeisraelnh.org with questions. Register via the 
website calendar: http://bit.ly/3Tx7wkF 

Friday, December 23
Etz Hayim Synagogue Family Chanukah 
Shabbat
7:15PM – 9:15PM Etz Hayim Synagogue, Derry
Family Shabbat and Chanukah Celebration with 

lighting of the candles for the 6th night. BYO 
menorah and candles. Contact office@etzhayim.org 
for more information.

Saturday, December 24
Hanukkah Asian Dinner and a Movie Night
5:30PM – 8:30PM Temple Israel, Portsmouth
Please join Temple Israel Portsmouth for Havdalah in 
the social hall, followed by Hanukkah candle lighting, 
then a vegetarian Asian dinner and a movie! 
Preregistration required. Contact Heather Tomlinson 
at templeoffice@templeisraelnh.org with questions. 
http://bit.ly/3V8gFS1

Sunday, December 25
Chinese Night and Can-Menorah Building
3:00PM – 5:00PM Seacoast Jewish Center
Admission $15 Adult, $10 Child
All are welcome! Chinese Night and Can-Menorah 
Building featuring: Chinese Buffet and building a Giant 
Can-Menorah. Donate cans or money to our Can-
Menorah. Al cans will be donated to the local food 
banks. Register: Http://jewishseacoast.com/canorah 

Friday, January 6, 2023
First Friday Tot Shabbat 
4:30-5:30PM, Temple Israel, Portsmouth
Temple Israel Portsmouth's "First Friday" kid-friendly 
musical Shabbat experience is led monthly by Rabba 
Kaya Stern-Kaufman, with special musical guests 
Lisa Jane Lipkin and Jay Hitt. Geared for children age 
5 and under; all are welcome. Contact Heather 
Tomlinson at templeoffice@templeisraelnh.org with 
questions. Kindly register on the temple's website 
calendar: http://bit.ly/3O2qrTr 

Sunday, January 8, 2023
Shavua Tov Story Time
8:30AM – 9:00AM via Zoom
A program designed for families with children ages 2 
– 5. Join us for a 20-minute interactive story time on 
Zoom on Sunday each month. Each month will have 
a different theme! All participants will receive a craft 
in the mail ahead of time to use during the program. 
The zoom link will be provided to registered families 
each Monday ahead of the program. To receive your 
craft in the mail please register a week in advance of 

each program. Email alane.sabel@jewishnh.org with 
questions. To register: https://bit.ly/
ShavuaTovStoryTime.

Thursday, January 19, 2023
Baby Playgroup at JFNH
10:00AM – 11:00AM JFNH Community Room
Every month on the 3rd Thursday until May 18, 2023
Meet other families with young children and grow 
your community! Be part of our monthly playgroup! 
Open to families with children 0-5. Monthly on the 
third Thursday of the month. JFNH office 273 South 
River Road, Unit #5 Bedford, NH. Contact Dinah at 
Dinah.berch@jewishnh.org or 603-627-7679 with 
questions.  To register: https://bit.ly/JFNHBabies 

Saturday, January 21, 2023
Havdalah: Family Ice Cream & Bowling
5:30PM – 8:00PM, Temple Israel, Portsmouth
Please join Temple Israel Portsmouth for an evening 
of family fun!
Kindly register to receive event updates and alerts in 
case of inclement weather: http://bit.ly/3g7TQPx 

Friday, January 27, 2023
International Holocaust Remembrance Day

continued from page 4
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Sign up your children ages 6 months 
through 11 years old and enjoy 
the gift of Jewish children’s books 
and resources delivered to your 
home each month. Explore Jewish 
heritage and culture through  
PJ Library’s high-quality stories 
about Jewish values, traditions,  
and heritage. 

Through the program your family 
will be enriched by experiencing  
the joys of Jewish life. 

Funded by the Jewish Federation of 
New Hampshire, it’s a gift that will 
nourish a Jewish life from the start. 

Ages 6 mos. through 8 
pjlibrary.org

A gift from the  
Jewish Federation of New Hampshire

Ages 9 through 11 

pjourway.org

SIGN
UP jewishnh.org

about how the Israeli elections work, 
you can read my August article. For 
those who haven’t followed Israeli poli-
tics, this was our fifth general election in 
just over three years. Israel has been very 
polarized in the past few years and has 
been in a political deadlock (sounds fa-
miliar?). Neither side was able to form a 
strong, long-lasting government. It 

Ra’anan de Haas

JFNH Shaliach

As Election Season Winds Down, Let’s Unify Around Chanukah
Shalom everybody! 
My dedicated readers might have no-

ticed that I didn’t have an article in last 
month’s Reporter. So, to my loyal fan-
base who missed my updates, I’ll recap 
what I’ve been up to over the past few 
months. I know it seems like a long time 
ago, but you last heard from me before 
the High Holidays. I was able to spend 
time with different congregations and 
join them in their unique way of cele-
brating. From the picturesque location 
of the Kol Ha'Emek Upper Valley Jew-
ish Community’s Rosh Hashanah family 
service to the adorable preschool Yom 
Kippur services at Temple Israel Ports-
mouth, I feel even more part of the New 
Hampshire community than ever. Last 
but not least, I spent Sukkot with the 
lovely community of Bethlehem. This is 
my second year going there for Sukkot 
and I’ll be honest – my scheduled mid-
October visits are VERY strategic. 

If  October is the month of foliage and 
the changing of seasons, the month of 
November had a different kind of sea-
son – Election season. Both here and in 
Israel, millions of people voted to pick 
their representatives in a celebration of 
democracy. In general, Israelis outside 
of Israel can’t vote, but since I’m a rep-
resentative of Israel, I was able to cast 
my ballot. If  you want to learn more 

Let's Unify continued on page 7

seems that this has come to an end. For-
mer Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin 
Netanyahu, can form a coalition that 
seems like it could last for a full term… 
only time will tell. Meanwhile, on this 
side of the globe, we’ve just gone 
through the midterms and it’s clear the 
US is just as polarized as Israel is. In any 
case, I took advantage of the Election 
Day off  from school and organized a 
tour of DEKA for NH kids – We had a 
blast learning about the cool innova-
tions coming out of the company. And 
we even got to meet Dean Kamen! 

This month we’re going to celebrate 
Chanukah (my favorite holiday). What I 
like about it is that it’s a holiday so deeply 
engrained in Israeli culture that it’s not 
seen only as a religious holiday but as a 
cultural one. All over Israel, people come 
together as families to sing, exchange 
gifts and light candles. You will find no 
controversy with Chanukah – religious or 
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secular, left or right, Sephardic or Ashke-
nazi, everyone enjoys the holiday (maybe 
it’s the latkes or the Sufganiyot). 

Let’s try and implement that part of 

Let's Unify
continued from page 6

Chanukah year-round. We can argue 
about politics, disagree on policy, and 
even fight about our beliefs, but every 
once in a while, let’s try and remember 
that we all have things that can bring us 
together as a people, a culture, a religion 
and a nation. Happy Chanukah! 

Update from the Holocaust Remembrance and Survivors Committee
By Dina Michael Chaitowitz

JFNH’s Holocaust Survivors and Re-
membrance Committee has resumed meet-
ing, after a brief summer break. We meet 
by Zoom, generally at the lunch hour, and 
would be thrilled if you would join us. 

Some news:
At our last meeting, we met with Dr. 

Kate DeConinck, the new Director of 
the Cohen Center for Holocaust and 
Genocide Studies. Dr. DeConinck is a 
trained anthropologist of religion with 
expertise in religion and trauma in the 
wake of mass tragedies. She is excited to 
form partnerships with our committee 
and with the JFNH in general. Welcome, 
Dr. DeConinck.

The state’s Holocaust and Genocide 
Education Commission made recom-
mendations for incorporating New 
Hampshire’s Holocaust and Genocide 
Education Act into the state’s education-
al standards. Subsequently, in April 2022, 
the State Board of Education announced 
the approval of new Holocaust and geno-
cide education rules for the State of New 

Hampshire. Those rules may be found on 
the NH Board of Education’s website 
(https://www.education.nh.gov/sites/g/
files/ehbemt326/files/inline-documents/
s o n h / e d - 3 0 6 . 4 9 _ 2 - a d o p t - h o l o -
caust-6_9_22.pdf). The standards are in 
effect now. The Commission’s Best Prac-
tices Subcommittee is working with the 
Cohen Center to develop professional 
development programs and other re-
sources for teachers. For information on 
these resources, please contact Tom 
White, the Coordinator of Educational 
Outreach for the Cohen Center.  Rabbi 
Jon Spira-Savett, Holocaust survivor 
Kathy (“Kati”) Preston, and JFNH 
Board Member Dina Michael Chaitow-
itz serve on the Commission.

The subcommittee is currently 
discussing programming for 
International Holocaust Remembrance 
Day, Genocide Awareness Month, and 
Yom HaShoah. If  you would like to 
share your ideas and join our group, and 
we would be very pleased if  you did, 
please contact Dina Michael Chaitowitz 
at dmichaelchaitowitz@gmail.com. 

October 20, 2022 Zoom meeting of the Holocaust Survivors and Remembrance 
Committee.  Please join us!
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PJ Library's jBaby and Early Education Initiative
invite families with children 0-5 (siblings
welcome) to celebrate Shabbat morning together.
Each month at a different location!

Stories, Singing, and Blessings followed by a
Kiddie Kiddush

TOT
SHABBAT

HOP!

Saturday, December 17th
10AM

Courtyard of Temple Adath
Yeshurun, Manchester

Registration Required
Scan QR code or

https://forms.gle/gA9QtS3aEATWAyzk7

Rabbi in the House

Rabbi Peter Levy

Etz Hayim

Candles that Illuminate the Darkness
ין אתֹ֑וֹ ר אֵ֣ מְתִיּ וּפתֵֹ֖ ף חֲל֣וֹם חָלַ֔ אמֶר פַרְּעהֹ֙ אֶל־יוֹסֵ֔ ֹּ֤  וַי
ר אתֹֽוֹ׃ ֹּ֥ ע חֲל֖וֹם לִפְת ר תִשְּמַׁ֥ ֹ֔ עְתִיּ עָלֶי֙ךָ֙ לֵאמ י שָמַׁ֤ וַאֲנִ֗

And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have 
had a dream, but no one can interpret it. 
Now I have heard it said of you that for 
you to hear a dream is to tell its mean-
ing.” 

ים יעֲַנֶ֖ה י אֱלֹהִ֕ ר בִּלְעָדָ֑ ֹ֖ ה לֵאמ ֹ֛ ף אֶת־פַּרְע עַן יוֹסֵ֧  וַיַּ֨
ה׃ ֹֽ אֶת־שְׁל֥וֹם פַּרְע

 Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, 
“Not I! God will see to Pharaoh’s wel-
fare.”  Gen 41:15-16

The Torah portion for Hanukkah is 
Miketz. In the portion we read about the 
infamous interpretation of Pharaoh’s 
dreams by Joseph. In the verses above, 
Joseph appropriately gives credit to God 

for true understanding. We will read in 
June that God explains to Miriam and 
Aaron that most prophets receive com-
munications from God in dreams and 
visions. Moses was the only one to speak 
with God face-to-face.

And so it is with us. We need to under-
stand that God’s revelations and mani-
festations are not always obvious to us. 
Just as Abraham needed to lift up his 
eyes to see what was already in front of 
him, we need to do the same. In this time 

of year, the season of Hanukkah, we 
need to use these special lights to illumi-
nate what is before us. Just as our ances-
tors rededicated the temple for the ser-
vice of God, we also need to rededicate 
ourselves to that same service. We are 
not lighting the lights to illuminate a 
temple for sacrifices to God. We are 
lighting the lights to help us “see” what 
needs to be done to repair our torn and 
broken world.

Unbeknownst to the Maccabees was 
the fact that, in a little over 200 years, 
the temple they rededicated would be 
destroyed and the people sent into exile. 
One has to wonder that if  they knew 
this, would they have done what they 
did? I hope the answer is yes.

 הוּא הָיהָ אוֹמֵר, לֹא עָלֶיךָ הַמְּלָאכָה לִגְמרֹ, וְלֹא
 .אַתָּה בֶן חוֹרִין לִבָּטֵל מִמֶּנָּה

He [Rabbi Tarfon] used to say: It is not 
your duty to finish the work, but neither 
are you at liberty to neglect it;  Avot 2:16

So, as we approach this Hanukkah 
season, let us look within the dark re-
cesses of ourselves and of the world 
around us. May the light of these can-
dles illuminate those nooks and crannies 
as we rededicate ourselves to the sacred 
task of repairing the world under the 
dominion of God. The Maccabees had 
no way of knowing what would happen 
after their battle. But they fought on 
anyway. We also have no way of know-
ing what will happen tomorrow. But we, 
too, need to battle on.

I wish all the members of our commu-
nity, whatever holidays you celebrate, a 
happy, healthy, and meaningful holiday 
season.
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Launching BBYO in Southern New Hampshire
Submitted by BBYO of Southern 		
New Hampshire

With a new year comes a new begin-
ning, new friends, and new experiences. 
Now, we are introducing BBYO of 
Southern New Hampshire: After two 
years in the works, it all came together on 
October 14th, 2022. A group of Jewish 
teens from various Jewish observance 
levels came together to celebrate friend-
ship, fraternity, sisterhood, siblinghood 
and the common thread that connected 
them all—their Judaism. They celebrated 
Sukkot with lulav and etrog while enjoy-
ing sushi under the stars in a local fami-
lies’ homemade Sukkah. That night, 
seeds were planted to sprout new energy, 
community, and opportunity for Jewish 
youths across New Hampshire.

BBYO is the largest non-denomina-
tional Jewish youth movement, bringing 
meaningful Jewish experiences to teens 
on an international scale. This organiza-
tion fosters life-long friendships by creat-
ing a safe space for teens to explore their 
Jewish identity, meet peers far and wide 
of varying cultural and religious back-
grounds, and step into exciting leader-
ship opportunities. BBYO is a teen-led 
organization in which the teens plan and 
execute their own programs under the su-
pervision of volunteer advisors and pro-
fessional BBYO staff. Programming 
ranges all the way from recreation-based 
activities such as bowling and making 
s'mores around a bonfire, to more mean-
ingful programming encouraging relat-
able exploration of topics such as social 
justice, mental health, and civil service.   

The Southern New Hampshire chap-
ter is in its early stages, seeking teens in-
terested in holding a board position and 
leading the charge to plan future pro-
grams, to keep the momentum going. 
We are also seeking a 21+ volunteer ad-
visor to oversee chapter operations. We 
are very fortunate to have a strong re-
gional staff  team to support us in this 
endeavor. We welcome any teens grades 
8-12 currently located in New Hamp-
shire who want to help grow this new 
chapter as they start to plan for next 
year! Please contact Aliya Cohen, Asso-
ciate Regional Director, New England 
Region BBYO at agottehrercohen@
bbyo.org for more information. 

This has all been made possible by the 
hard work of  Sarit Tsor Ferreira, Direc-
tor of  Education & Engagement of 
Temple Beth Abraham in Nashua, NH, 
Debbie Berger, proud parent of  a New 

Hampshire Jewish teen and host/leader 
of  our launch event, Joshua Formaggio, 
New England Region BBYO Chapter 
Expansion Committee Chair, and Aliya 
Cohen, New England Region BBYO 

Associate Regional Director. Thanks to 
all those involved, and we cannot wait 
to see our vision come to life to bring 
more Jewish teens more meaningful 
Jewish experiences!

See what’s happening 
in the community at 
www.jewishnh.org
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Temple B’nai Israel of Laconia: A Solemn Observance of Kristallnacht
Members of Temple B’nai Israel and 

prominent civic and faith leaders of La-
conia came together to commemorate 
Kristallnacht on Wednesday November 
9, marking the 84th anniversary of the 
“Night of Broken Glass.” Kristallnacht 
was a turning point in the history of the 
Third Reich, marking the shift from anti-
semitic rhetoric and legislation to the vio-
lent, aggressive anti-Jewish measures that 
would culminate with the Holocaust. The 
event was well attended by members of 
the local community to unite in solidarity 
against the culture of antisemitism, rac-
ism, hatred, and intolerance that is still 
prevalent today.

The observance was coordinated by 
temple member Lois Kessin who grew up 
in Laconia and within the temple commu-
nity. Outside the front door of the build-
ing, at the top of the steps, Lois called 
upon the dignitaries to speak to the his-
toric event and its relevance today. Melody 
Funk, cantorial soloist of Temple B’nai 
Israel, opened the ceremony with the sing-
ing of Kol Ha'Olam Kulo, “The whole en-
tire world is a very narrow bridge and the 
main thing is to have no fear at all.” Lois 
then introduced Ira Keltz, president of the 
synagogue, who recounted the events that 
led up to the rioting and the destruction 
that occurred to the Jewish communities 
across Germany. The riots were a reaction 
by the Third Reich to the assassination of 
a German foreign official who had been 

shot two days earlier by a 17-year-old Pol-
ish Jew distraught over the deportation of 
his family from Germany. Over the next 
48 hours, violent mobs destroyed hun-
dreds of synagogues, burning or desecrat-
ing Jewish religious artifacts along the 
way. Acting on orders from Gestapo head-
quarters, police officers and firefighters 
did nothing to prevent the destruction. 
Approximately 7,500 Jewish-owned busi-
nesses, homes, and schools were plun-
dered, and 91 Jews were murdered. An ad-
ditional 30,000 Jewish men were arrested 
and sent to concentration camps. Nazi of-
ficials immediately claimed that the Jews 

themselves were to blame for the riots, and 
a fine of one billion reichsmarks (about 
$400 million at 1938 rates) was imposed 
on the German Jewish community. 

Barbara Katz, a temple board member, 
followed Ira to read a message from Rab-
bi Jan Katz, who could not be in atten-
dance that night. Rabbi Katz wrote, “For 
us today at this moment, the connection 
that looms large in our memory and in 
our heart is that of the Night of Broken 
Glass on November 9, 1938, when the 
large to infinitesimal, jagged, sharp, pen-
etrating glass shards shattered the life-
lines of Jewish existence – the stores, 
synagogues, and community service or-
ganizations. The Nazis and their sanc-
tioned acts of brutality threatened to 
quash the spirit and freedom of the Jew-
ish people. Despite the ensuing rotting 
away of civil and human rights and the 
eventual genocide of 6 million Jews, the 
Jewish people persisted.”

The evening continued as the Mayor 
Andrew Hosmer spoke passionately 
about his regard for the Jewish communi-
ty of Laconia. Mayor Hosmer asked 
where the people were to speak up for 
their neighbors in Germany in 1938. “Our 
community stands together and comes 
out for each other. We stand up to the 
face of evil.” The mayor was followed by 
Carol Pierce of the Laconia Human Rela-
tions Committee who shared her own 
personal history as the direct descendant 
of German immigrants. As a young child, 
Carol was told by her mother not to tell 
anyone of her German heritage. As Carol 
grew up and learned more about the Ho-
locaust she began to feel a personal re-
sponsibility for the atrocities of Nazi Ger-
many and spent her life working towards 

social justice for all. Roger Andrews from 
the Unitarian Universalist Society of La-
conia spoke to the commitment of the 
Unitarian community to the Jewish com-
munity. Roger spoke to his personal con-
nection to his German roots. “How could 
‘people like us’ stand aside and allow the 
violence to happen around them? People 
must not be silent, they must act.” Father 
Marc Drouin from Laconia’s St. Andre 
Bessett Parish offered his homily that ev-
ery person is worth dignity and respect 
and the last speaker, Judge Jim Carroll, 
made an impassioned plea as a retired 
judge of Laconia for the community to 
learn from the lessons of history. Judge 
Carroll paid tribute to the those families 
of Temple B’nai Israel who were builders 
and contributors to the city of Laconia; 
the families who were the retailers, heal-
ers, and insurers of justice. Judge Carroll 
quoted the famed witness to the Holo-
caust, Elie Wiesel who wrote, “It is true 
that not all the victims were Jews, but all 
the Jews were victims.”

The evening was ended by Melody 
Funk singing the emotional Eli Eli (My 
God, My God), a poem by Hannah 
Senesh (1921-1944) that was set to music 
in 1945. The song is considered to be 
one of Israel's unofficial anthems and is 
the most-commonly played song on 
Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remem-
brance Day) in Israel. The Hungarian-
born Zionist—who left Hungary in 1939 
at the age of 18 to make her home in Is-
rael—returned to Europe in 1943, at the 
height of World War II. She volunteered 
to go into Nazi-controlled areas in Eu-
rope to save Jewish lives. In 1944 she 
parachuted into Yugoslavia and eventu-
ally found her way back to Hungary, 
where she was discovered and executed 
by the Germans. She is known both for 
her heroism and her poetry.

My God, My God, I pray that these 
things never end,

The sand and the sea,
The rustle of the waters,
Lightning of the Heavens,
The prayer of Man.
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Happy
Chanukah

from your friends at

Etz Hayim Presents: Introduction 
to Jewish Genealogy using 

JewishGen and other resources – 
December 8

By Stephen Soreff, MD

Etz Hayim Synagogue’s Hot Topics 
Program for December will be “Intro-
duction to Jewish Genealogy using Jew-
ishGen and Other Resources,” to be pre-
sented by Isabel Danforth. It is at Etz 
Hayim Synagogue on Thursday, Decem-
ber 8 at 7 PM. Danforth will demonstrate 
how to use JewishGen.org to get infor-
mation about possible ancestors. She will 
answer questions and will do a search for 
someone who is participating. If  time al-
lows, we can also share results from some 
DNA-matching websites. The talk is in 
person, with masks optional, and via 
Zoom with a link provided by the Etz 

Hayim office office@etzhayim.org. It is 
free and open to the public.

This is part of Etz Hayim Synagogue’s 
Adult Continuing Education Program 
Hot Topics and Cool Contemporary 
Stuff. For more information, please con-
tact: soreffs15@aol.com or 603-895-6120 

Isabel Danforth

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
Tell Them You Saw Their Ad in The Reporter!

Etz Hayim Celebrates 
First Night of Chanukah

Etz Hayim Synagogue 
will be lighting its giant 
outdoor menorah in front 
of the temple on Sunday 
night, December 18 at 
5:30pm.  The menorah was 
constructed by Jay Mad-
nick for the community to 
gather round and sing 
prayers and Chanukah 
songs. All are welcome, so 
please join us in bringing 
light to our world. The me-
norah lighting will be fol-
lowed by an indoor pot 
luck dinner (no meat 
please) and latke contest, 
and our gift shop will be 
open for last-minute pur-
chases. 

Etz Hayim is located at 1 
1/2 Hood Rd, Derry.  For 
more information, please 
visit our website at www.
etzhayim.org or contact 
our office at 603-432-0004.
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May the Festival of
Lights bring you joy
and happiness this

holiday season.
Happy Chanukah!

Sounds in the Sanctuary Summer Concert Series 
Announces New Leadership

By Ed Clark

After nine successful seasons, Martin 
Kessel is stepping down as the Chair and 
Artistic Director of Bethlehem’s Sounds 
in the Sanctuary Classical Music Pro-
grams sponsored by Bethlehem Hebrew 
Congregation. Drawing audiences from 
New Hampshire and Vermont, this sum-
mer series has become one of the pre-
miere venues for chamber music and jazz 
of the highest quality in New England. 
Plans are underway for the 2023 summer 
season which opens July 14, 2023 with a 
performance by pianist Bernard Rose 
and violinist Miki-Sophia Cloud.

Sounds in the Sanctuary’s new Artistic 
Director is Anastasia L. Robinson who 
was among the artists who presented in 
the 2015 Sounds in the Sanctuary season. 
She holds a Masters of Music Degree 
from the New England Conservatory. As 
an accomplished soprano, she is equally at 
home with opera, oratorio, and art song.

The new Associate Director is Vermont-
based Bethlehem Hebrew Congregation 
member Ed Clark. Clark, a graduate of 
Oxford University, is an art dealer and ap-
praiser and the former Chair of the Mas-
sachusetts College of Art. He currently 
serves on the board of the Vermont Arts 
Council.

Anastasia L. 
Robinson Ed Clark Martin Kessel

For further in-
formation about 
the Sounds in the 
Sanctuary 2023 
season, please 
check the Bethle-
hem Hebrew Con-
gregation website: 
bethlehemsyna-
gogue.org .

Save the date—April 18, 2023 
at 7pm: Yom HaShoah Event 

Featuring Judy Batalion
Temple Beth Abra-

ham and Rivier Uni-
versity invite the 
public to hear New 
York Times bestsell-
ing author Judy 
Batalion discuss her book, The Light of 
Days: The Untold Story of Women Re-
sistance Fighters in Hitler’s Ghettos.

The event will be held on April 18, 
2023 at Rivier University’s Dion Center 
on Clement Street in Nashua at 7 pm. 
The event is free and open to the public. 

It is made possible with support from 
New Hampshire Humanities, in part-
nership with the National Endowment 
for the Humanities. Learn more at www.
nhhumanities.org 

Happy Chanukah!



PAGE 14	          The New Hampshire  Jewish Reporter	 Kislev-Tevat-Shevat 5783 • December 2022-January 2023

NH Blacktop Sealers, INC.

 GREENBLATT FAMILY • SHPINDLER FAMILY • LINDNER FAMILY



Kislev-Tevat-Shevat 5783 • December 2022-January 2023	         The New Hampshire  Jewish Reporter	 PAGE 15

Renowned Astrophysicist Discusses Science and Religion 
at Temple Beth Abraham

Lunch & Learn
Sunday, December 11 
from 12:00 to 2:00 pm
Temple Beth Abraham in Nashua

What do we 
know about the 
beginning of the 
universe 13.8 bil-
lion years ago, and 
why does it matter 
to us — as people, 
and as Jews? What 
lessons can be learned (if  any) from the 
light of the cosmic background, the 
light of the first stars, or for that matter 
from the lights of our Chanukah can-
dles in the weeks ahead?

Astrophysicist Howard Smith re-
searches, writes, and speaks about our 
expanding and evolving universe, its 
wonders and its mysteries like dark mat-
ter and dark energy, and about the ways 
in which modern science illuminates a 
spiritual message. He draws from Jewish 
sources from Torah to Einstein and from 
Jewish perspectives from Kabbalists like 
Ibn Gabbai, Isaac Luria and Nahman-
ides to philosophers like Maimonides. 
He shows how modern, medieval, and 
ancient insights come together to en-
lighten and guide us.

Science and religion share stories 
about the creation and evolution of the 
universe and the nature of humanity. In 
the Jewish spirit of discussion and de-
bate, Dr. Smith will show us how a dia-
logue between the two sheds light on 
ethics, free will and the sanctity of life.

Dr. Howard Smith is a Senior Astro-
physicist at the Harvard-Smithsonian 
Center for Astrophysics in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, the past Chair of As-
tronomy at the Smithsonian’s National 
Air and Space Museum, and is the au-
thor of Let There Be Light: Modern 
Cosmology and Kabbalah, a new Conver-
sation Between Science and Religion. He 
is the recipient of excellence in teaching 
awards from Harvard.

Elementary-school-age and older chil-

dren and teens are encouraged to attend 
this talk. TBA will offer babysitting for 
those with younger children. This event 

is free with a suggested donation of $18. 
A light luncheon will be served. Visit 
http://tbanashua.shulcloud.com/event/

science-and-religion.html to register. Dr. 
Smith's book will be available for sale at 
the event.

eNEWS

jewishnh.org

Keeping you 
connected
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TAY Candidates Forum Continues a Tradition that Goes Back Many Years
For a long time, Temple Adath Yeshu-

run Brotherhood has put on a Candi-
dates Forum. Every two years, we pull in 
candidates for governor, the U.S. Senate, 
and the U.S. House of Representatives. 
Unfortunately, COVID forced us to can-
cel the event two years ago. This year we 
decided that we would not do our usual 
breakfast format and decided to have a 
“hybrid’ event, with the candidates in 
the temple along with in-person attend-
ees, and also with a Zoom option for 
those who wanted to tune in. The func-
tion was held this year on Sunday, Octo-
ber 30. About 50 people were in the au-
dience at TAY, and there were 30 Zoom 
accounts that checked it.

The program started at 9:30am with 
Moderator George Bruno welcoming 
everyone and outlining the building fa-
cilities and outlining the program. A 
team of Cub, Boy and Girl Scouts led us 
in the Pledge of Allegiance to our coun-
try (thank you to Raelynn and Braydon 
Woodward and Cayson and Zoie Hall). 
Rabbi Beth Davidson then presented “A 
Prayer for Our Country.”

Then it was on to the participation of 
the candidates. Our format this year was 
different than in the past, wherein candi-

dates sat at the same table on either side 
of moderator George Bruno. This year 
there were individual time slots for each 
candidate. They gave an introductory 
statement, then answered questions from 
both the in-person and virtual audience, 
following up with closing comments. 

Dr. Tom Sherman, candidate for gov-
ernor, attended; his opponent, our pres-
ent governor, Republican Chris Sununu, 
was not with us since he had an existing 
engagement with Meet the Press. In-
cumbent U.S. Senator Democrat Mag-
gie Hassen and her Republican oppo-
nent General Don Bolduc were with us, 
as were rivals for the 1st Congressional 
District House of Representatives—In-
cumbent Democrat Chris Pappas, and 
his Republican opponent Karoline 
Leavitt. Robert Burns, Republican, run-
ning against incumbent Democrat An-
nie Kuster for the 2nd Congressional 
District seat, joined us in person. Jake 

Berry delivered a statement from Con-
gresswoman Kuster, who was not able to 
join us.

Despite some pre-program concerns 
about how things would unfold, the 
event turned out to be civil, respectful, 
and informative. We thank the candi-
dates and their staffs for joining us in 
this example of democracy in action. 
Hats off  to the TAY band of Brothers 
and Sisters that worked so hard putting 
this very special occasion together and 
carried it out with such energy and en-
thusiasm. It is said: “It takes a village,” 
and indeed there was teamwork at the 
highest level. Thank you to our “Village 
People:” George Bruno, Pat Kalik, Da-
vid Penchansky, Mark Granoff, Linda 
Rockenmacher, Denis Paiste, Ed 
Schoen, Cliff  Lopate, Mark Biletch, 
Priscilla Malcolm, Marty Warshaw, Jake 
Berry, Rabbi Beth, our Scouts, Missy 
Rosenberg, and Sol Rockenmacher.

603-627-7679Free and confidential

Emergency financial assistance

Aging and eldercare issues

Lifeline devices

Linkage and Referral

SOCIAL SERVICE PROGRAM

See what’s happening in the community at www.jewishnh.org
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Temple B’nai Israel of Laconia: 
The October We Care Concert Was a Great Success

The partnership between Temple 
B’nai Israel of Laconia, as part of their 
We Care concert series, and the Altrusa 
Club of Meredith, proved to be a perfect 
match. On October 29th, more than 300 
concertgoers thoroughly enjoyed the 
unique sounds of “Introduction: The 
Chicago Experience” as they brought 
down the house with their high-powered 
tribute to the band Chicago. The ex-
traordinary showmanship and musi-
cianship of the band members was en-
hanced with a video presentation of life 
in the late 1960s and 70s that reflected 
the popular culture of the same genera-
tion that filled the auditorium that night. 

The audience came not only to enjoy 
the music of Chicago and support Mer-
edith Altrusa but also to support the on-
going mission of We Care to lend a 
helping hand to Lakes Region nonprof-
its. The net proceeds of $24,567 exceed-
ed expectations thanks to the many gen-
erous sponsorships and robust ticket 
sales. The proceeds check was presented 
by Stu Needleman and Barbara Katz of 

the We Care Committee to MaryAnne 
Skawinski, President of Meredith Al-
trusa and member Marie Stephens. In 
expressing their appreciation, Altrusa 
said: “We Care is such a unique idea...
and so generous of TBI. We know you 
are - as you should be - so very proud of 

what you have accomplished these past 
nine years and how much you have given 
back to so many worthwhile groups who 
work very hard to stay alive!” 

The We Care model has continued to 
evolve and improve since 2013 when the 
average profits were about $1,500. More 
recently, those profits hit nearly $17,000 
for the event in May of this year, and 
more than $24,000 for the October event. 
According to We Care Chair, Stu Needle-
man: “Pretty amazing results from such a 
small group of volunteers. As has been 

our trademark since 
inception, we have 
constantly sought out 
better methods and 
more effective ways to 
increase our sales and 
profitability. We made 
significant strides in 
the We Care events for 
our nonprofit partners. 
This was the first year 
since 2019 that we were 
able hold two events 

and it felt good to be able to hold both 
Interlakes Community Caregivers and 
Altrusa of Meredith.”

Plans are already underway for 2023, 
when We Care will celebrate 10 years of 
lending a helping hand to Lakes Region 
nonprofits. The events will take place on 
May 27, 2023, on Memorial Day week-
end, and in the fall on October 28, 2023. 
The talent has been lined up and the 
next beneficiaries will be announced 
soon. Follow the developments on the 
temple’s website, www.tbinh.org.
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          Presented by the Jewish Federation of NH

          JFNH o� ers its Film Festival Sponsors a wide 
            array of bene� ts to this multi-access event:
      

           • The opportunity to connect with the statewide 
                Jewish community and general public.

            • Sponsors receive broad exposure in a multitude of 
                print, online and broadcast media channels.
     
            • Introduce your business to the NH statewide Jewish 
                community during the largest Jewish  cultural event 
                of the year.

              • Reach an established and significant demographic of over 
                 3,200 homes and a statewide � lmgoing audience.

Become a Film Festival Sponsor

Major Event Sponsor 
$5,000

Honorary Chair
$3,000

Executive Producer
 $1,800 

Producer
 $1,000

Film Star 
$750

Film Festival Director 
$500

Screenwriter 
$250 to $499

Friend of Festival 
$10 to $249

Sponsorship opportunities are available for this 
highly aniticipated cultural event. 

For details, e-mail � lmfest@jewishnh.org  
or go to our website www.nh� lmfestival.com   

or  www.nhjewish� lmfestival.com/sponsor

Be a part of the The 15th Annual
New Hampshire Jewish Film Festival

March 16-26, 2023

Etz Hayim Presents: A Priest and 
a Rabbi Walk into Yet Another Bar

On Thursday, January 12, 2023, at 
7pm, Reverend Ray Bonin and Rabbi 
Peter Levy will continue their popular 
series with “A Priest and Rabbi Walk 
into Yet Another Bar.” They will be dis-
cussing the core issues in their respective 
faiths. They walk the talk, demonstrat-
ing our Interfaith Campus. The talk will 
be in-person with masks optional.

This is part of Etz Hayim Synagogue’s 
Adult Continuing Education Program, 
Hot Topics and Cool Contemporary 
Stuff. For more information, please con-
tact Stephen Soreff, MD, at soreffs15@
aol.com or 603-895-6120.  

Left, Rabbi Peter Levy. Right, Reverend 
Ray Bonin.

Veterans Day flag placement at Manchester Hebrew Cemetery. The flag-placing 
team: Jonathan Baron, Barry Scotch, Sol Rockenmacher, Mark Biletch, Denis 
Paiste, Alan Kaplan, Bob Katchen, Linda Rockenmacher, Ed Schoen. Photographs 
by Denis Paiste.

Happy Chanukah!
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Game Night at Etz Hayim Synagogue
By Laurie Medrek

A rejuvenated FAB Sisterhood and 
Men’s Club held a joint kickoff event at 
Etz Hayim Synagogue on October 22 with 
a game night and a wonderful variety of 
snacks. It was the first social event these 
two groups have held since prior to the 
pandemic. About 20 people enjoyed Mah 
Jongg, Rummikub, Mexican Train, chess, 
cribbage, Yahtzee, Bananagrams, Trouble 
and more. This simple, relaxed evening 
represented something much greater – our 
sense of freedom and relief at resuming a 
sense of normalcy in our lives. 

In years past, the women have enjoyed 
trips to Coolidge Corner, MFA, hiking 
at Beaver Brook, cookie swaps and mov-
ie nights, XC skiing at Mack’s, Currier 
Museum, lakeside outings and kayaking 
at Big Island Pond, Palace Theater, Paint 

Nights, Shabbat dinners and Snowshoe 
Yoga at Prescott Farm. The men have or-
ganized apple picking at Mack’s, boating 
and water skiing at Big Island Pond, 
touring the NH Supreme Court, kayak-
ing at Pawtuckaway, blacksmithing at 
Prospect Hill Forge, hiking at Mus-
quash, movie nights, and Patriots games. 
In the works are our upcoming latke 
contest, bowling, Currier Museum and 
trips to Boston. 

We are so grateful to emerge from two 
years of isolation and fear and begin to 
enjoy the sense of camaraderie these ex-
periences bring.  For more information 
about FAB Sisterhood and the Men’s 
Club, contact FAB co-chairs Rhonda 
Madnick at Rhonda.madnick@icloud.
com or Martha Tomanelli at iammt@
comcast.net, or Men’s Club Chair Jay 
Madnick at jay.madnick@icloud.com.  

PAID FOR BY MAGGIE FOR NHwww.MaggieHassan.com

May you and your family 
be blessed with joy, good

health, and peace. 
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Temple Israel of Portsmouth celebrates Sukkot! 
Photo Credit: Ron Sher and Doug Tilton.
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Film Review Reviewed by Zach Camenker, NH JFF Committee Member

I recently stum-
bled across a short 
documentary film 
that premiered on 
Turner Classic Mov-
ies (TCM) and was 
recommended to me 
by my parents. As 
one of TCM’s goals is to shine a light on 
some of the “lesser known” names in 
Hollywood, the documentary short By 
Design: The Joe Caroff Story is a perfect 
look into an unknown name whose im-
mense contribution behind the scenes in 
Hollywood cannot be denied.

The 50-minute film, which is now avail-
able on HBO Max, highlights the life of 
centenarian Joe Caroff, a graphic design-
er and artist whose personal touch went 
into the poster designs of many famous 
Hollywood movies. Titles like West Side 
Story, Cabaret, and the James Bond fran-
chise owe their signature logos to Caroff, 
who finally gets the attention he deserves 
in this delightful piece, despite being 
known as a legend to many in the inner-
most circles of Hollywood. Born in Au-
gust 1921 to Jewish parents who immi-
grated from Belarus, Caroff describes 
growing up in an Orthodox family in 
New Jersey. His post-high school journey 
took him to the Pratt Institute in New 
York, where he studied art until joining 
the Army. Along the way, he met a beau-
tiful girl named Phyllis, with whom he 
has shared over 70 years of marriage. 

The beauty of pieces like this is that you 
really get a close glimpse into someone’s 
life, both personally and professionally. 
Caroff, who doesn’t look a day over 80 but 
was nearing 101 at the time of filming, has 
an infectious personality and deep passion 
for what he does. His lively demeanor, in-

Movie Review: By Design: The Joe Caroff Story and TV Review: The Patient

nate talent, and good humor all contrib-
ute to a greater understanding of his work, 
which has shaped the image of so many 
films in audiences’ minds forever. By shin-
ing a light on a largely unknown giant, this 
“feel good” piece gives him the recogni-
tion he so clearly deserves all the while ed-
ucating movie lovers about another layer 
that goes into the process of filmmaking. 
It reminded me of Harold and Lillian, a 
movie about a Hollywood couple whose 
iconic work behind the scenes was also in-
fluential and screened at the 2017 NH 
Jewish Film Festival.

On the television side of things, I want 
to take a moment to recommend the 
Hulu/FX series The Patient. A far heavier 
subject matter—one that you have to 
mentally prepare for—the suspenseful 
show follows therapist Alan Strauss, 
played by Steve Carell, who is being held 
prisoner in the basement of a serial killer, 
played by Domhnall Gleeson. A series 
that leaves you on the edge of your seat 
throughout, The Patient is unique com-
pared to similar pieces. 

Rather than focusing on the violence 
and action of the situation, it deeply ex-
plores the psychological side. A core part 
of the narrative deals with Judaism, 
through the character of Strauss. We 
learn near the beginning that his recently 
deceased wife was a cantor at a reform 

synagogue, and that his son became Or-
thodox, much to the chagrin of his par-
ents. Themes of the Jewish faith are 
worked intricately into the plot here, em-
bedded appropriately and intriguingly 
throughout the ten episodes. Strauss’ 
fractured relationship with his son is par-
ticularly central to the plot line. It paints 
a fascinating picture of the Orthodox 
lifestyle and observances while also high-
lighting the Strauss family’s devotion to 
their own sect of Judaism through flash-
backs and stories.

While Carell is excellent as Strauss, again 
demonstrating his chops for dramatic act-
ing as he has done so many times on film 
and TV in the past 10 years, the real scene 
stealer is Domhnall Gleeson, who is 
Strauss’ patient. His role is challenging and 
transformative, but he portrays the trou-
bled character of Sam superbly. 

Do not expect clear resolution or easy 
viewing if you watch The Patient. It raises 
a lot of questions and almost makes the 
viewer yearn for a follow-up. Personally, 
it would be fascinating to track Strauss’ 
Orthodox son, Ezra, if there were a sec-
ond season. 

Stay tuned for more from me in the fu-
ture, including details about our state-
wide Jewish Film Festival in March. 
Happy viewing, everyone!

Chanukah Land: 
A Book Recommendation 

By Benay A. Birch

Do you need a Chanukah gift for the 
person who has everything? Maybe you 
are looking for a new book for your fa-
vorite reader? Or, why not gift yourself  
with Michael Davidow’s latest book, 
Chanukah Land.

Known for writing Gate City (a finalist 
for New Hampshire’s Book of the Year 
award), The Book of Order, and The Hunter 
of Talyashevka among others, this latest 

work from Michael Davidow is a humorous 
story about a world in which Chanukah is 
celebrated by all. This is not because we're 
all Jewish, though. It's because the Greeks 
won their battle against the Maccabees, and 
history itself has turned upside down. Mi-
chael Davidow lives in Bedford, NH with 
his wife and son. He graduated from John 
Hopkins University and University of 
Michigan School of Law. Michael is cur-
rently a New Hampshire Public Defender. 
He also writes a column for InDepthNH.

Book Review Reviewed by Merle Carrus

Susan Elia MacNeal's first standalone 
novel, Mother Daughter Traitor Spy, is 
an unnerving story of life in the United 
States in 1940. This is not a mystery or 
horror novel, but a story that 
portrays real life as Hitler 
was taking over Europe—
and of the German Ameri-
cans who supported Hitler 
and his ideas, and were try-
ing to influence American 
citizens to follow the Ger-
man example of how a coun-
try should be run.

Basing the events of this 
historical novel on the real-
life occurrences of an actual mother-
daughter spy team from California dur-
ing the 1940s, MacNeal writes of Veron-
ica and her mother Violet, who leave 
New York and move across the country 
to Santa Monica, California. Being of 
German heritage, they are befriended by 
a group of German Americans as they 
are starting their new lives in this very 
unfamiliar environment. This group is 
sympathetic to Hitler and the Nazi par-
ty. Violet and Veronica find the beliefs 
of the Nazi German group abhorrent 
and feel strongly it's their patriotic duty 
to do what they can to stop their hateful 
activities. They also find a small contin-
gent of likeminded friends, and engage 

Mother, Daughter, Traitor, Spy 
with them to help the effort to suppress 
the efforts of the Nazi sympathizers. 
The Nazi group, meanwhile, believes 
that all minorities are dangerous to 

American ideals and should 
be sent away or killed. They 
are feeding the public propa-
ganda and want to put 
America first. They are 
against helping other coun-
tries and upholding democ-
racy.

Veronica gets a job as a 
secretary to the leader of the 
Bund group in Santa Moni-
ca. She spies on their activi-

ties, reporting to a spymaster who is in 
contact with the FBI, helping them to 
gather the information they need to ar-
rest the German propagandists. Her 
mother, Vi, looking to meet other wom-
en, make friends and keep busy, becomes 
a part of the local German social group. 
She is sewing and embroidering for 
them, listening to the propaganda speak-
ers who come to their social events. 

The real-life events which inspired this 
narrative happened so long ago, but 
many of the topics in the book are so 
similar to what is happening now in this 
very country that it still feels terrifyingly 
relevant. This is visible when Jonah says 

Book Review continued on page 25
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Did Kati Preston Go to Prison?
By Dina Michael Chaitowitz

I hope that title grabbed your attention. 
Yes, on September 30, 2022, Holocaust 
survivor Kathy (“Kati”) Preston, accom-
panied by Governor Sununu, went to the 
New Hampshire State Prison for Men in 
Concord, New Hampshire, to share her 
story of survival and the need for accep-
tance of all people. Ms. Preston estimates 
that approximately 80 inmates attended 
her presentation program voluntarily. 

After Ms. Preston shared her harrowing 
story, one inmate asked her if she could 
forgive the events of the past, including 
the extermination in Auschwitz of her en-
tire Jewish family of 28 members. Ms. 
Preston delivered her inspirational mes-
sage of hope and renewal that “whatever 
happens in the past, everything can 

change by what we do tomorrow.” She 
challenged the inmates to do what they 
can to stop racism, antisemitism, and oth-
er forms of intolerance in their environ-
ment. Ms. Preston feels that many inmates 

were nodding in agreement, and on their 
way out, one inmate commented, “Lady, 
just one thing. G-d bless you.”

This was Ms. Preston’s first prison vis-
it, and she hopes she soon will be able to 

make a similar trip to the women’s prison 
in Concord. Ms. Preston and the Gover-
nor have been traveling around the state 
visiting middle and high schools and 
speaking to students about “bullying 
plus” since 2020. At a recent visit, Ms. 
Preston brought her young grandson, to 
illustrate the triumph of optimism over 
persecution and of love over hate.

Ms. Preston serves on the state’s Holo-
caust and Genocide Education Commis-
sion. The Commission was created with 
the passage of An Act Relative to Holo-
caust and Genocide Studies, which man-
dates such education in New Hampshire 
schools. She was instrumental in drafting 
the act and was present on July 23, 2020, 
when the Governor signed the act into 
law. At the time, the Governor referred to 
her as a “Granite State treasure.” 

TAY Sisterhood: The Pad Project Drive
Some girls in our community do not 

have the basic necessity of menstrual 
products. Yes, girls sometimes end up 
staying out of school or using unsafe or 
unsanitary means of dealing with their 
periods. To address this basic human 
need, the Temple Adath Yeshurun Sis-
terhood is holding a Pad Project Drive 
in the greater Manchester Jewish com-
munity to make sure that local girls have 
adequate supplies of products to make it 
safely and comfortably through their 
menstrual cycles. 

TAY Sisterhood is partnering with 
Catie’s Closet, which provides kids with 

free access to 
clothing and toi-
letries in three 
M a n c h e s t e r 
schools – Gossler 
Elementary, Park-
side Middle 
School and Me-
morial High 
School. A kickoff 
to the Pad Project 

Drive was held in person and on Zoom 
on Tuesday, November 15th and includ-
ed a discussion of Period. End of Sen-
tence by acclaimed author Anita Dia-

mant and a spe-
cial screening of 
the Academy 
Award-winning 
documentary Pe-
riod: End of Sen-
tence.  

“Being an ado-
lescent girl is 
tough enough on 
its own without 

having to worry about having hygienic 
and adequate supplies of menstrual prod-
ucts,” says Marilyn Cavanaugh, TAY Sis-
terhood’s Pad Project Drive leader. 

Personal feminine hygiene products 
(menstrual pads of  all kinds are pre-
ferred) can be dropped off  at Temple 
Adath Yeshurun on Tuesdays from 
9am-1pm or on Fridays from 2:30pm-
6pm.  

Those who cannot shop for the femi-
nine hygiene products are welcome to 
send a check from now through Decem-
ber 31st in care of TAY Sisterhood, At-
tention: The Pad Project Drive, 152 
Prospect St., Manchester, NH 03104. 
For more information, contact Gail El-
lis at gailellis49@comcast.net or 603-
303-3514.

Letters From Camp
Benjamin Goldman, Grade 3: 

This summer, I 
went to Camp Avoda 
for three and a half  
weeks. It was my first 
time going to a Jew-
ish camp. I thought it 
was awesome. Color 
war and League were 
the best parts of 
camp. For color war, 
the Blue Demons and the White Arma-
da competed in basketball, football, soc-
cer, zooball, dead zone, volleyball, wif-
fleball, fishing, sand castle building, and 
arts and crafts. I was on Blue Demons, 

and my team won by 22 points. League 
was when we played football, man-in-
the middle, soccer, and other sports 
against each other; the older boys played 
softball during League too.

Camp Avoda is a Jewish camp. That 
means there were blessings before and af-
ter meals. Also, we celebrated Shabbat at 
camp. On Shabbat, the Torah portions 
were told in a way that kids today could 
understand. We had Shabbat services too. 

Thank you to all of the Jewish Federa-
tion of New Hampshire for helping me go 
to Camp Avoda and giving me this chance 
to write about how much I loved it. I can’t 
wait to go back to camp next summer!

Zoe Nathan, Grade 4:
Camp Yavneh was a great memory for 

me. Every morning my bunk would 
wake up to Jewish songs. I made friends 
with the people in my bunk who were re-
ally nice. On Shabbat the whole camp 
would go to a service and then we all 
went down to the mess hall to have mat-
zo ball soup and challah. Every day we 
would go down to the agam (lake) to 
have swim lessons with the swim teach-
ers. On Saturday everyone in the camp 
had a little free time so we could hang 
out and relax. The camp had a lot of fun 
activities that we could do. For example, 
a few days before the camp ended the 

camp had a color war called Maccabiah. 
We split the camp into two sides and did 
a bunch of contests. In the end, my side 
won! It was still super fun. I missed my 
parents, but my bunk mates helped me 
with that because they also missed their 
parents. Camp was fun and I think you 
should try it.
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LiquorandWineOutlets.comFOLLOW US FOR SAVINGS
*Some restrictions apply. Exclusive and last chance items not included. Please drink responsibly.

We carry a wide range of kosher and mevushal wines to 
help you celebrate Chanukah – from traditional favorites 
to contemporary brands.

Whether you’re gifting some wine or searching for wine 
for yourself, stop by an outlet location near you or see the 
list of outlet locations that carry our complete selection of 
kosher and mevushal wines at LiquorandWineOutlets.
com/wine/kosher.

May the coming year be healthy and prosperous! 

THE BEST WINES FOR 
CELEBRATING CHANUKAH.

Hadassah Walks for Women’s Health
By Michele Bank

On Sunday, October 23, 2022, Hadas-
sah Northeast hosted the Walk for Wom-
en’s Health at three locations. The air was 
cool and spirits were high with the 175 
walkers who participated. The Andres 
Institute of Art in Brookline, New 
Hampshire, was the nearest location for 
members of the Manchester Chapter of 
Hadassah to walk. The site is hilly, as it 
was a ski slope at one time. Very interest-
ing sculptures are scattered over the hills 
and an active sculpture studio is on site. 
Snacks were provided, a cross-body bag 
was given, and many thanks were ex-
pressed to the groups who participated. 

Funds were raised with the goal to ex-
pand awareness about the work Hadassah 
is doing in the United States and Israel to 
improve women’s health, including breast 
cancer research, women’s heart health, 
gender equity in medical research and in-
fertility awareness. With the generosity of 
walkers, donors and volunteers, the walk-
athon’s fundraising goal was surpassed, 
over $30,000 was raised. 

Hadassah also has an ongoing fund-
raising initiative that will cost you noth-

ing extra. If  you purchase items from 
Amazon, you can select to participate in 
AmazonSmile, whereby Amazon will do-
nate a percentage of your eligible pur-
chases to the charity of your choice. To 
sign up, go to smile.Amazon on your 
browser or go to the Amazon app on 
your mobile device. By choosing Hadas-
sah as the charity to support, $856.00 
was raised by customers during the last 
quarter. In total, Amazon has donated 
over $18,000 to Hadassah, The Women’s 
Zionist Organization of America.

On Wednesday, December 7 at 7 PM, 
Lisa Hostein, Hadassah Magazine’s Ex-
ecutive Editor will have a Zoom discus-
sion, One Book, One Hadassah: Live with 
Jean Hanff Korelitz author of The Late-
comer. Ms. Korelitz, the New York Times 
best-selling author of The Plot will dis-
cuss The Latecomer, a story about the 
dysfunctional family, the Oppenheimers, a 
wealthy New York Jewish family strug-
gling under the weight of secrets. It ex-
plores betrayal and sexuality, religion and 
art, sibling bonds and rivalry, but most of 
all, it explores what makes a family—
genes, birth, cohabitation, or love? 

On Wednesday, January 19, 2023 at 7 

PM on Zoom, you can watch/hear the 
Hadassah Magazine Discussion: Live 
with Zibby Owens, book maven, best-
selling author and podcaster of the 
awaryd-winning daily show, Moms Don’t 
Have Time to Read Books.

With Chanukah so fast approaching, 
you can give a Hadassah membership 
to someone that you love for the holi-
day. It can be an annual or life member-

ship. It can be for a child or even a male 
who would be considered an Associate 
Member.

To register for the Zoom programs or 
to sign up someone with a gift member-
ship, go to the Hadassah website. For ad-
ditional information about Hadassah, 
contact michele.bank@gmail.com.

to Veronica, as they finish a mission to 
turn in some Nazi sympathizers, "I'm 
absolutely sick at all the ignorant things 
people are saying—in private and pub-
lic. We cannot dismiss it because under 
that rage is fear—and below that, pain. 
Letting go of the rage means facing the 
pain and fear."

This is such a perfect explanation of 
how people are caught up in these move-
ments and willing to listen to and agree 
with propaganda that makes them feel 
justified. So many times, history seems 
to imitate itself. And Mother Daughter 
Traitor Spy proves to be an interesting 

Book Review
continued from page 23

and compelling book, showing us an-
other side of history that was happening 
right here in the United States.

Susan Elia MacNeal is the author of 
The New York Times, Washington Post, 
Publishers Weekly, and USA Today 
bestselling Maggie Hope mystery series. 
Mother Daughter Traitor Spy is her first 
standalone novel. Susan graduated from 
Nardin Academy in Buffalo, New York, 
and also graduated cum laude and with 
honors in English Wellesley College. 
Her first job was as the assistant to nov-
elist John Irving in Vermont. She is mar-
ried and lives with her husband (a TV 
performer, writer, and director), Noel 
MacNeal, and their son, in Park Slope, 
Brooklyn.
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Make your check payable to “Jewish Federation of NH” 
and mail with this form to: Jewish Federation of NH
273 South River Road, #5, Bedford, NH 03110

Simchas
New! B’nai mitzvah, engagement, wed-
ding or new baby in the family? Share 
your happiness with the community 
with a notice in the Reporter's new 
Simchas section. Your $36 payment 
will support JFNH's nonprofit mis-
sion. Submit a short notice and photo 
to thereporter@jewishnh.org or 
JFNH, 273 South River Road, Unite 
#5, Bedford, NH 03110.

When submitting a Letter to the 
Editor, please include your name, 
town of residence, and contact in-
formation. Letters to the Editor 
must be under 300 words in length 
to be considered for publication. 
Send your letter by email to the re-
porter@jewishnh.org with “letter 
to the editor” in the subject line.

See what’s happening in the community at 
www.jewishnh.org

How to submit an obituary
The Reporter publishes obituaries for any member of the community, past or pres-
ent, for a $36 fee. Please send obituaries and one photo, if  desired, as a separate jpg 
attachment to thereporter@jewishnh.org or to the office along with payment at: 
JFNH, 273 South River Road, Unit #5, Bedford, NH 03110.

Keeping you connected
eNEWS jewishnh.org

JFNH Tributes 
Kushner-Tumen Family Children’s Fund
Louis and Pam Englander in honor of Idan’s engagement
Michael and Rikki Bornstein in honor of Dovi’s Bar Mitzvah
Mr. and Mrs. Eli Rosenthal in memory of Cecile and David Rosenthal

Social Services
In memory of Sheila Ullman, mother of Lee Reingold. May her memory 

forever be a blessing. From Gerald Nachman, David and Diana Brick, 
David and Joy Nachman, Debbie Nachman-Mangot

Senior Programs Fund
Isaac Schiff in honor of Jan Schiff

Received by November 10, 2022
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AUTOBODY REPAIR
Prestige Auto Body, Inc.

200 Frontage Road 
"Factory Certified by MANY Manufactures"

www.prestigeab.com 
603-669-0015 

COUNSELING

Onpoint Counseling
Gail Kaplan, LICSW, MLADC

Telehealth and In-Person (Plymouth, NH)
(802) 449-6026

gkaplan@onpointcounselingnh.com
Licensed in NH, MA, and CT
No charge for initial consult

DENTAL SERVICES

GENERAL DENTISTRY
Sarah K. Katz

514 South Street
Bow NH, 03304
603-224-3151

office@bowfamilydentistry.com
www.bowfamilydentistry.com

Lindner Dental Associates, P.C.
Pediatric, Ortho, Adult, Oral Surgery

72 South River Rd 
Bedford, NH 03110 

(603) 624-3900 
www.LindnerDental.com

GENERAL AND COSMETIC DENTISTRY
Elizabeth Sandler Spindel, DMD

Victoria Spindel Rubin, DMD
862 Union St., Manchester

(603) 669-9049
https://elizabethspindel.com 

FINANCIAL SERVICES

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERS
Daniel Cohen, CFP ®

Cohen Investment Advisors
264 South River Road, Suite 414

Bedford, NH 03110
(603) 232-8350

www.investwithcohen.com

LEGAL SERVICES

ATTORNEYS 
Devine Millimet, P.A. 

Steven Cohen, Esq., LLM, CPA 
Scohen@devinemillimet.com  (603) 695-8504 

Estate Planning, Corporate,
Business Disputes, Mergers & Acquisitions 

111 Amherst St., Manchester 

Sari Ann Strasburg, Attorney, CPA
Strasburg Law PLLC

sari@straslaw.com
603-471-0474 Bedford, NH

Business Law Firm for Manufacturing,
Service, and Technology Companies

PERSONAL INJURY LAW
Probate Avoidance & Simple Trusts 

Stephen E. Borofsky, Esq. 
Borofsky, Amodeo-Vickery & Bandazian, P.A.

708 Pine Street, Manchester
(603) 625-6441 

sborofsky@attorneysnh.com

REAL ESTATE

Alyse Savage, REALTOR ®

Matching People with Properties
CONTACT Alyse at 603-493-2026

ASavageRealtor@gmail.com
ASavageRealtor.com

Pat Clancey Realty, LLC 
151 Amherst Street, Nashua 603-883-6565

150 Broad Street, #4
Nashua, NH 03063

(603) 882-8337
http://www.youyoubistro.com/

Discover refreshing sushi and Asian-fusion cuisine in Southern NH!
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o. 603–569-HOME x.5231

m. 603–986–3123
e. suzielaskin@kw.com

3641 White Mountain Hwy 
North Conway NH 03860

Each office is independently owned & operated.

Delivering the 5-Star 
Service You Deserve
in the Mt. Washington
Valley & Western Maine.

suzielaskin.com

143 Essex Street, Suite 709           Phone: 978.373.1010                               
Haverhill, MA 01832            www.NECompServices.com 

Eric M. LaFleur 
Jonathan E. Baron 
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Jonathan E. Baron 

Advertise in our Business & Professional 
Services Directory.  

Call JFNH office at 603-627-7679 
or contact our sales rep.

Michelle Harrison
(603) 437-0167 

RunFree94@yahoo.com

SUPER SUNDAY
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11TH

10AM - 4PM

eNEWS

jewishnh.org

Keeping you 
connected Help Wanted!

Do you live in Keene, Laconia, Bethlehem, Hanover, or another NH community 
and want to help produce the Jewish Reporter? 

We are looking for people all over the state 
who are interested in writing about their local Jewish community. 

To get involved, contact thereporter@jewishnh.org 
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