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By Tracy Richmond

Momentum’s founding value is that if
you inspire a Jewish mother, you inspire
a family. If you inspire enough families,
you can inspire a community. Inspire
enough communities, and you can
change the world. To date, they have
brought over 17,000 women into their
Global Movement!

Momentum takes these women on a
year-long journey, that focuses on twelve
of the Jewish values that connect Jewish
women, each associated with a specific
month—and often a Jewish holiday, as
well. The organization provides a pro-
fessionally designed curriculum guide to
help participants put the selected Jewish
values into practice, while deepening
their engagement with Israel in ways
that impact their personal growth, fami-
lies, and communities.

This is the first trip ever for the state of
New Hampshire, and JFNH is thrilled
that we were selected to be the partner or-
ganization. Our first trip was originally

MOMentum comes to JFNH

From Ieft to right. Debble Depasse Kale McAdoo Buff, Allyson Guertzn Tracy
Richmond, Becky Abrams, Stephanie Lee, Amy Lester, Jennifer Buck, Tara Benson
and a guest appearance by Georgia Richmond

scheduled for November 2020, but due to
COVID-19, we have delayed the trip by
one year. Thankfully, COVID did not de-
lay our connection. We were able to
complete the interview/selection process

via Zoom, and we announced our par-
ticipants in May. We even had one social-
ly distanced gathering over the summer,
so our moms could have a chance to meet
each other and start to build our commu-

GIVING

nity connections.

The moms selected had to meet a list
of requirements, developed by Mo-
mentum, including the fact that all are
required to have children living at
home under the age of 18. Here are
our participants:

* Amy Lester lives in Portsmouth, but
her family moved there only six years
ago from Long Island. Amy has three
children, a daughter out of college, a
daughter who is a freshman in college,
and a 16-year-old son.

» Tara Benson lives in Bedford, and has
two daughters, ages 13 and 16.

* Stephanie Lee recently moved to Bed-
ford from Francestown. She has five
children, ranging in age from 7-13.

» Debbie Depasse lives in Londonderry.
She has three children ranging in age
from 9-14 (two girls and a boy).

» Kate McAdoo Buff lives in Bedford.
She has a son aged nine, and a daugh-
ter aged 11.

 Jennifer Buck lives in Merrimack, and
has two daughters, ages five and seven.

MOMentum continued on page 3

Building the Future

As we kick off the campaign, and ask for
your continued support, I wanted to repeat
a portion of my talk at the annual meeting,
for many of our members who were not

In brief, we all have many things in our
lives to admire, and to be thankful for.
These include our families, our accomplish-
ments, and of course, our commitment to
Judaism. What ignites all of us to commit,
to work, and to donate to organizations like
ours, is that our mutual efforts help us con-
tinue—and increase—our Outreach pro-
grams. It lets us help our seniors, support
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our amazing Film Festival, our wonderful

Shlicha program, as well as our continued
fight against antisemitism. For me, I'm
thankful for all the above, and more.

One of my main concerns, going forward,
is the recent rise in antisemitism and hate
crimes. Just last month, someone was ar-
rested for painting swastikas on the JFK
building in Boston. During the summer, an-
tisemitic and prejudiced users on Twitter
posted about what they called #JewishPriv-
ilege, targeting Jewish individuals. When
will it end? Never.

Our work is very important, and as we
move into the future, I personally I want to
thank you for your commitment in helping
our Federation strive forward in the years
ahead. Keep our torch burning.

Ken Litvack
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CONGREGATION

CONGREGATION BETENU

Dena Glasgow (Rabbinic Intern)

5 Northern Blvd., Unit 1, Amherst
Reform, Affiliated URJ

(603) 886-1633

www.betenu.org

Services: Friday night Kabbalat Shabbat
services at 7:30 PM

BETHLEHEM HEBREW CONGREGATION
Rabbi Donna Kirshbaum

39 Strawberry Hill Road

PO Box 395, Bethlehem
Unaffiliated-Egalitarian

(603) 869-5465
www.bethlehemsynagogue.org
davegoldstone1@gmail.com

Services: Contact for Date/Time Info
President Dave Goldstone - (516) 592-1462
or Eileen Regen — (603) 823-7711

Weekly Services: July through Simchat Torah
Friday: 6:30 PM; Saturday: 10 AM

TEMPLE MEYER DAVID

25 Putnam Street, Claremont
Conservative

(603) 417-4351

Services: Generally the second Friday of
the month, 6:15 PM, April to November.

TEMPLE BETH JACOB
Rabbi Robin Nafshi

67 Broadway, Concord
Reform, Affiliated URJ

(603) 228-8581
www.thjconcord.org
office@tbjconcord.org
Services: Friday night - 7 PM
Saturday morning - 9:30 AM

ETZ HAYIM SYNAGOGUE

Rabbi Peter Levy

1%2 Hood Road, Derry

Reform, Affiliated URJ

(603) 432-0004

www.etzhayim.org

office@etzhayim.org, rabbi@etzhayim.org

THE ROHR CHABAD GENTER
AT DARTMOUTH

Rabbi Moshe Gray

19 Allen Street, Hanover
Orthodox, Chabad

(603) 643-9821
www.dartmouthchabad.com
chabad@dartmouth.edu
Services: Friday Evening Shabbat services
and Dinner

Shabbat morning services
Call for times

KOL HA'EMEK UPPER VALLEY
JEWISH COMMUNITY

Rabbi Mark Melamut

Roth Center for Jewish Life

5 Occom Ridge, Hanover
Nondenominational, Unaffiliated
(603) 646-0460

WWWw.uvjc.org

office@uvjc.org.

Services: Friday night Shabbat service at
6 PM

JRF: Jewish Reconstructionist Federation URJ: Union for Reform Judaism
USCJ: United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism

TEMPLE ADATH YESHURUN

Rabbi Beth D. Davidson

152 Prospect Street, Manchester
Reform, Affiliated URJ

(603) 669-5650

www.taynh.org
templeadathy@comcast.net
Services: Shabbat services the first Friday
of the month at 6 PM

All other Friday nights at 7 PM

with some exceptions.

Alternating Shabbat services or Torah
study Saturday mornings at 10 AM

TEMPLE ISRAEL

Rabbi Jeremy Szczepanski

66 Salmon Street, Manchester
Conservative

(603) 622-6171
office@templeisraelmht.org
www.templeisraelnh.org
Services: Fridays at 6 PM
Saturday at 9:30 AM

Minyans: Mon.-Fri. 7 AM. Call Stephen
Singer 603-774-4048 for info.

Saturday morning Shabbat service at 10 AM m

CONGREGATION AHAVAS ACHIM
Rabbi Dan Aronson

84 Hastings Avenue, Keene
Reconstructionist, Affiliated JRF

(603) 352-6747
www.keenesynagogue.org
rabbi.ahavas.achim@gmail.com
secretary.ahavas.achim@gmail.com
Services: Regular Friday night services at
7 PM

Monthly Shabbat morning services at
10 AM

Check the website for time variations

TEMPLE B’NAI ISRAEL
Rabbi Dan Danson

210 Court Street, Laconia
Reform, Affiliated URJ

(603) 524-7044
www.tbinh.org

Services: Every other Friday
night at 7:30 PM

TEMPLE BETH ABRAHAM

Rabbi Jon Spira-Savett

4 Raymond Street, Nashua

Conservative, Affiliated USCJ

(603) 883-8184

www.thanashua.org
rabbi@tbanashua.org
office@tbanashua.org

Services: Friday services 8:00 p.m.,
Shabbat Alive! first Friday of the month
6:30 p.m.,online Saturday service 10 am,
evening services daily at 7:30 p.m.
except Saturday 45 minutes after sunset.

NORTH CONWAY

KEHILAT HAR LAVAN

Hazzan Marlena Fuerstman

PO Box 474, Bartlett

(978) 853-4900
harlavancommunity@gmail.com
Services: Wed. mornings 9 AM online via
Zoom

Enter meeting ID https://zoom.
us/j/381930069

Holiday service times, locations TBA

PORTSMOUTH
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By Judith Jolton

To me, Jewish Federation is all about
Tzedakah: the giving of time, commit-
ment, and heart, to en- -
rich and embolden our
Jewish community. For
54 years, 41 of them in
New Hampshire, I have
not only watched, but
actively participated in
seeing Federation es-
tablish our Shlicha pro-
gram, the PJ Library, the New Hamp-
shire Jewish Film Festival, Momentum,
and Seniors Forever Young, which gives
senior citizens the opportunity to attend

i .,

Judith Jlton

Dederation Veices

Why I Give

Jewish programming.

Federation provides programming
grants to our local temples, as well as
helping support religious schools. In ad-
dition, it is also a source of information,
through the Jewish Reporter, and com-
munity programs, including being in-
volved with the HR1135 Bill which was
passed this year, requiring Holocaust ed-
ucation in all New Hampshire schools.

During this COVID-19 pandemic,
Federation has provided social services
to those in need. However, the pandemic
has also dramatically impacted Federa-
tion’s reach. People cannot come to our
office. Our shlicha, Avia, who is in her
second year here, is unable to visit com-

munities. Children aren’t able to use the
PJ Library, and the New Hampshire Jew-
ish Film Festival had to be moved online.

In lieu of all that, Federation continues
to move forward. But to do so, it requires
the help of the entire Jewish community.
Ken Litvack, Tracy Richmond, and I are
excited to be co-chairing our fundraising
campaign this year, and are looking to ev-
eryone’s support on Super Sunday. If you
have previously given, I thank you, and I
ask that you continue your support. If you
haven’t, I hope that you can see the good
we are doing, and that you want to help.

The more we put into Federation, fi-
nancially and personally, the more we
will get out of it.

MOMentum continued from page 1

* Becky Abrams lives in Londonderry
and has two children. Her daughter is
11 and her son is eight.

» Allyson Guertin lives in Bow, and is
our staff liaison/community leader.
Allyson has one son, who is eight
years old.

* Tracy Richmond is our community
leader. She lives in Bedford, and has
two sons, ages 15 and 17.

We look forward to sharing our jour-
ney with the members of the New
Hampshire Jewish community, and will
provide updates along the way, both on
the JFNH Facebook page and here in
the Reporter.

By Dina Michael Chaitowitz

We hope you will join us for one or
both of these programs. Please register
with Allyson Guertin, JFNH Director of
Outreach and Engagement, at Allyson.
Guertin@jewishnh.org. The programs
are free and virtual, but advance registra-
tion is required.

Sunday, October 25, 2020, 2:00-3:30
pm.: “Words to Action” program for
high-schoolers. The Anti-Defamation
League’s “Words to Action” is an inter-
active education program designed to
empower and equip students with con-
structive and effective responses to com-
bat antisemitism and anti-Israel bias.
Last year’s program was extraordinary.
College freshman Mia Fishman attended
last year’s program as a high school se-
nior and went on to testify before the
New Hampshire state legislature in sup-
port of HB 1135, the Holocaust and
Genocide Education Act. Asked about
the value of this program, Mia com-
mented, “your voice can make a differ-
ence and a change in the world." We
know that students confront antisemi-
tism in school. Help them manage the
macro-and micro-aggressions with ex-
perts in the field.

Sunday, November 8, 2020, 4:00-5:30
p.m.: Holocaust/Genocide Education 603
— An Introduction to the Requirements of
NH's New Holocaust and Genocide Edu-

Yeur ederation ook

Upcoming Workshops on Antisemitism And The Holocaust/Genocide
Education Act For Students, Parents, and Teachers

cation Act. This 1-1/2-hour program
will introduce the audience to the out-
come of HB 1135, signed into law on
July 23, 2020, and provide some infor-
mation on meeting its demands. HB
1135 amended RSA 193-E:2, 1V, New
Hampshire’s criteria for an adequate
education, mandating that students are
provided with Holocaust and genocide
education, in addition to “knowledge of
civics and government, economics, ge-
ography, and history,” to enable them
“participate in the democratic process
and to make informed choices as re-
sponsible citizens.” The statute took ef-
fect on September 21, 2020, and this
program is designed to give the audience
helpful information on how its man-
dates can be accomplished, even before
the Commission created with the Act
gets to work on creating a set of best
practices for teaching the subject matter.
The November 8th program will include
Jesse Tannetta, Operations and Out-
reach Manager, Echoes & Reflections (a
partnership of the ADL, the USC Sho-
ah Foundation, and Yad Vashem); Tom
White, Coordinator of Educational
Outreach, Keene State College’s Cohen
Center for Holocaust and Genocide
Studies; and Ashley Harbel, a Sanborn
High School teacher who has taught
Holocaust studies and has been ap-
pointed to serve on the Commission.
We look forward to seeing you.

WORDSto

Join us at this interactive
workshop to learn about
antisemitism.

Increase your understanding,
explore effective resources
and learn how to
strategically respond.

T O
ok Pt

» UNDERSTAND.
RESPOND.

This program offers tools to strengthen student capacity
and build confidence to address antisemitism.

Community

Empowering Students to Address Antisemitism

Sunday, October 25th
2:00pm

Zoom link will be provided
following registration

Register here (grades 9-12):
https://forms.gle/1Bu1rLGoHiI94P5GTA
or by calling the JFNH office at 603.627.7679

FIGHTING HATE FOR GOOD
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Statewide Calendar gﬁ Events

To submit Calendar items
for the print and online JFNH Calendar
and E-News, go to
https://jewishnh.org/community-calendar,
click the red "Suggest an Event" button,
then fill in the form with
your event information.

Friday, October 2

Temple Beth Abraham Pizza in the Hut

5PM — 7PM, Temple Beth Abraham, Nashua
Celebrate sukkot with a fall craft, Sukkah
decoration making, and pizza in the sukkah
followed by a “Shabbat Alive” service (6:15 pm) at

Temple Beth Abraham in Nashua. To register: www.

tbanashua.org/event/pizza-in-the-hut or contact
Sarit@tbanashua.org

Saturday, October 3

Temple Beth Abraham Yedidim Backyard
Havdalah Event

5PM — 7PM, address will be provided upon
registration

Join us for a Yedidim (families with children ages
3-10) backyard Havdalah event (weather
permitting). Bring your masks and food for your
family's consumption (no potluck due to health and
safety guidelines). Social distancing will be
followed. Register at www.tbanashua.org/yedidim
or contact Sarit@tbanashua.org

Wednesday, October 7

Seniors Forever Young Virtual Fall Speaker
Series

11AM, Zoom

In October we will welcome historian Maddie Beihl
from Strawbery Banke. Maddie will share the
genealogical history of the Shapiro family, show
images and primary source documents.

The Shapiro House at Strawbery Banke was the
home from 1909 to 1928 of Abraham and Sarah
Shapiro, Russian Jewish immigrants, and their
American-born daughter Mollie. Interpreted to
1919, the home shows how the Shapiros sought to
balance their strong cultural identity with new
opportunities in America. While Shapiro House is
specifically about the Russian Jewish experience, it
also reflects the early 20th-century multi-ethnic
community at Puddle Dock, when half of its 600
residents were foreign-born.

This program is 45 - 60 minutes and includes and
opportunity for Q&A. Pre-registration is required by
calling 603-627-7679 or emailing info@jewishnh.
org. All programs through our Virtual Speaker
Series will be held on Zoom and the link will be
given with your registration. This series is FREE but
donations to Seniors Forever Young is appreciated.

@

Jewish Federation

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

Thursday, October 15

Jewish Federation of New Hampshire Spot-
light on Israel Film Series Presented by the
Israel Engagement and Education Committee
Sustainable Nation

Director: Micah Smith

Documentary, 2019, Israel

60 minutes, Hebrew with English subtitles

A compelling documentary that follows three
individuals who are bringing innovative and
sustainable water solutions developed in Israel to an
increasingly thirsty planet.

The “screening window” begins at 6:00 PM on
Thursday and will be available to watch at your
convenience for 72 hours, until 6:00 PM the
following Sunday.

By 4:00 PM on each screening Thursday you will
receive, at this email address, a link to that day’s
film and an invitation to the Zoom event.

Sunday, October 18

Sustainable Nation post film discussion with
Producer/Writer, Rebecca Shore

2PM, Zoom

The “screening window” begins at 6:00 PM on
Thursday and will be available to watch at your
convenience for 72 hours, until 6:00 PM the
following Sunday.

By 4:00 PM on each screening Thursday you will
receive, at this email address, a link to that day’s
film and an invitation to the Zoom event.

Sunday, October 25

ADL Presents Words to Action

2M, Via Zoom

The Jewish Federation of New Hampshire is excited
to welcome the ADL back for Words to Action. This
program is approximately 1 1/2 hours and is for
students in High School (Grades 9-12). The
program is designed to help students increase their
understanding of antisemitism and the way it
manifests itself, including antisemitism that is
fueled by anti-Israel sentiment; increase their
awareness of incidents of antisemitism in their
environment; improve their ability to address
specific incidents of antisemitism and/or anti-Israel
bias and to select appropriate responses; develop
and use a variety of preventive and reactive
responses to challenge incidents of antisemitism
and/or anti-Israel bias; increase their ability to apply
critical thinking and problem-solving skills to
address antisemitism and anti-Israel bias; and
enhance their leadership skills by developing a
willingness, motivation and commitment to take
personal action against antisemitism.

Whole group and break out rooms will be used to
allow students the opportunity to share and discuss
as well as reflect.

This program is for the student only. Parent
programming will be announced soon!

This will be a virtual program run on Zoom - You will
receive the link and password once we receive your
registration.

To register please visit https://forms.gle/
Lazi2hNMdyUNKwqL9 or call the JFNH office at
603-627-7679

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
Tell Them You Saw Their Ad in
The Reporter!

pur —ederation at ook

Back in New Hampshire

I'm back in New Hampshire! Last
time I wrote I was still in Israel. I can’t
believe how the time is flying by. I ar-
rived in NH and quarantined for 14 days
in my apartment, so I spent a lot of time
thinking what this special year is going
to look like. How can I bring Israel in
the best possible way? How can I reach
out to you as much as I can?

I tried to think out of the box, and
with Allyson’s help, we came up with
some great ideas that I hope you all will
like! I am really looking forward to this
coming year.

The month of Elul is a great time to
think about the previous year and reflect
on our deeds and the decisions we made.
I love to begin every new year this way
because it makes me realize new things
and get new insights about every aspect
of my everyday life.

The Holidays are going to be very dif-
ferent for all of us, this year. For me here
in New Hampshire, and for my family in
Israel. It really made me think about the
value of Mishpacha (Family) and Kehi-
la (Community) because even just to
know that all of us are celebrating to-
gether, around the world, makes me feel
connected and surrounded with love.

Avia Sagron

JFNH Shlicha

Now, more then ever, the real boundar-
ies between all of us almost don’t exist,
and my home here and my home in Is-
rael are united!

As with every year, I want to ask Sli-
cha (Forgiveness) from anyone I may
have offended this past year. It was nev-
er intentional. During this opportunity,
I also want to thank each one of you, for
this past year. The warm welcome I re-
ceived when I first arrived in NH, and
the amazing people I met during the
year—thank you for the unbelievably in-
teresting conversations, and for teaching
me new things every day. Thank you for
loving Israel, and for your appreciation.
I am a very lucky Shlicha.

I wish you all Chag Samech, and Sha-
na Tova U’Metukal!

May all your wishes for this coming
year come true. | already know what
mine are.

PAGE 4
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Shana tova! Dwelling comfortably
outside in our sukkot, we can now look
back to just a couple weeks ago and af-
firm what an unprecedented New Year it
is! There’s something about the High
Holidays that puts our words front and
center on our radar. Perhaps it’s the
pages and pages (and pages) of spiritu-
ally loaded words we’ve been pray-
ing. Or, maybe it’s the meaningful melo-
dies sung to the myriad of words, con-
fessions and commitments. Or this year,
the greetings and words that we've
shared with family, friends and commu-
nity over Zoom. Sitting in our sukkot,
we can feel that the magnetic force of
the Jewish new year has pulled us in to
begin anew.

Even now, at the cusp of the new year,
we are invited to continue to focus on
our words and actions. What words are
still left unsaid? What commitments are
still not firm? Have we completed our
work of seeking forgiveness and forgiv-
ing others? This is all a process. Though
we experienced the “gates of repen-
tance” closing on Yom Kippur, tradition

pomtie [Simat

Shana Tova!

Rabbi in the House

Rabbi Mark Melamut

Kol Ha'Emek Upper
| Valley Jewish Community

asserts that they remain open until the
very end of Sukkot (or some say, all the
time.) With this in mind, I share a favor-
ite Jewish folktale about someone who
sought forgiveness for his words. Per-
haps you’ve heard this one?

A seeker went to the wise man’s home,
whom he had not spoken so kindly
about, to ask for forgiveness. The wise
man said he’d forgive him on one condi-
tion: that he go home, take a feather pil-
low from his house, cut it up, and scatter
the feathers to the wind. After he had
done so, he was to return to the wise
man’s house. Though puzzled by this
strange request, the seeker was happy to
be let off with so easy a penance. He
quickly cut up the pillow, scattered the

feathers, and returned to the house. “Am
I now forgiven?” he asked. “Just one
more thing,” the wise man said. “Go
now and gather up all the feathers.”
“But that’s impossible, the wind has al-
ready scattered them,” the seeker re-
plied. “Precisely,” the wise man an-
swered. “Though you seek to correct the
words that you’ve spoken, it’s as impos-
sible to repair the damage done by them
as it is to recover all the feathers.”
Sometimes the damage, small or large,
has been done and it feels impossible to

make amends. Just like recovering all the
feathers, it seems far-fetched. Of course,
we could declare, “Well forget it then,
what’s the use.” But, our words are
“power tools,” yielding unbelievable
power. Indeed, we may not recover all
the feathers or be able to repair or cor-
rect all the words misspoken. But, if we
continue to seek out opportunities to
make amends to the best of our ability,
even now after the High Holidays, then
at least we can gather up and repair
some of them. It’s never too late.

Sheldonhelpme@gmail.com
5 Blossom Road
Plaistow, NH 03865

Your Medicare & Medicaid Specialist
Helping You Get More Benefits

Sheldon Wolff
(603) 382 2180

Certified: NH, MA, MD, ME, FL
Notary Public
Justice of the Peace

See what’s happening in the community at www.jewishnh.org

Your family’s trusted financial advisor

COHE

INVESTMENT
ADVISORS

Comprehensive financial planning

Disciplined investment management

= Independent advice
.‘.? -__ ;\-_.. .
A COHE REAL ESTATE
.:;ﬁ'mfﬂ ADVISORS
I.rf“ﬂ ]
bl Real estate investments
i Income investment alternative
- to stocks and bonds
A %r;;‘ 3 $100,000 Minimum

Contact us today

for a complimentary consultation.

(603) 232-8350
or info@investwithcoben.com

264 South River Road, Suite 422,

Bedford, NH o3r110
www.investwithcohen.com
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2020 Campaign Honor Roll

In an extraordinary and challenging year, the
community came together to support JFNH's
mission and programs. We are grateful to all
who have given so generously and enabled us
to continue fighting anti-Semitism, advocating
for Holocaust education, sharing Jewish news
and cultural events, delivering books and pro-
grams to NH’s children, sharing Jewish films,
supporting our Israeli Emissary (Shlicha) pro-
gram, sending children to Jewish summer
camp, offering social services to community
members in need, and so much more, even
when the office doors had to close. We thank
those who contributed to our annual campaign
and those who contributed to programming
and outreach throughout the year. You all de-
serve a spot on the JFNH Honor Roll.

*This list should not be used for purposes of
calculating tax deductions. Please contact
the JFNH office for accurate tax information.

$30,000+

Anonymous
The Singer Family

$5,000+

Rick and Jan Cohen

Saul Greenspan z"l and Ethel Greenspan z"|
Family Foundation

Patricia Kalik

Gary and Rochelle Lindner

Ken and Bertha Litvack

$2,000+

Howard and Joan Brodsky

Tiffany and Daniel Cohen

Luis and Pamela Englander

Ross and Jennifer Fishbein

Louis Fink and Pamela Grich

Eileen Beckhardt Freedman and Ben Freedman z"|
Leslie Mildenberg and Ida Stanger Mildenberg
Ido Preis and Julia Kay Preis

Marc Rubenson

Stephen and Lillian Singer

$1,500+

Anonymous

Rabbi Beth D. Davidson

Gross Family Foundation

Jonathan Greenblatt and Sarit ltenberg
Oleg Urim & llana Itenberg

Tovy Kamine

Jay and Sue Niederman

Norri Oberlander

Tracy and Larry Richmond

Harry and Barbara Shepler

Rick Sirvint and Roberta Gordenstein

$1,000+

Anonymous

Louise Allard

Walter and Eleanor Angoff
Paul and Elaine Bieber

Dina Michael Chaitowitz
Steven and Jane Cohen
Gregory and Deborah DePasse
Robert and Deborah Goldstein
Ellen L. Gordon

Amichai and Lindsay Kilchevsky
Mrs. Edward Klopfer

Rachel Kurshan

Norm and Andy Kushner

Laurie and Ted Medrek

Paul Rothman and Emily McEntee
Joshua Segal and Karen Satz
Russell & Tara Silverman

Shop Estella Statement Boutique
Joy & Michael Sydney

Abner Taub and Liliane Sznycer
Bernice Taube

Tulley

Upton and Hatfield Attys at Law
Robert L. Wofchuck

Fran Winneg

$750-$999

Anonymous

Michael and Michele Bank
Gregory and Deborah De Passe
Robert and Marcia Feldmann
David and Davi-Linda Friedman
Russell Wolff Productions
Michael and Sheila Satzow
Mark and Susan Zankel

$500-$749

Anonymous (2)

Angela's Pasta and Cheese Shop
Jeffrey and Phyllis Adams
William Barry Il

Beanpot Broadcasting Corp.
Mark and Maryellen Biletch
CCA Global

Cohen Center for Holocaust
Courville at Manchester

Bobby and Judy Duffy

David and Betty Effron

Gerald Eichner

Marilyn E. Flynn

Nancy Frankel and Mary Atwell
Jeffrey and Shirley Ginn
Samuel and Miriam Goldman
David and Dorothy Goldstone
Harbor Group

Kevin Howland/Verani Realty
Alexander and Inna Itenberg
Newton and Amy Kershaw Ill
Dr. and Mrs. Eitan Kilchevsky
Nancy and Richard Kudler

Dr Robert Feins

Law Offices of Ross Fishbein
The Fruit Center

Greg and Sheri Lefty

Lindner Dental Associates
Daiying Lu and Sarunna Jin Lu
Jay Madnick

Paul Mansback and Leslie Rifkin
Melanie Zalman McDonald and Family
North End Properties

Peters Auto Sales, Inc.
Professional Teledata

Thomas and Vivian Prunier
Alan and Joan Reische

Rabbi Amy Loewenthal and Dale Rosenberg
Scott and Mallory Sandler
Barbara and Barry Scotch
Melvin and Rachel Spierer

The Spira-Savett Family

Deborah L. Stone

Phil and Julie Taub

Temple Beth Abraham

Tulley Automotive Group
Honey Weiss and David Lewis

$300-$499

Anonymous

Richard Abel and Roberta Berner

Baroff Family

Francine Berman

Robert and Toby Bersak

Charles Broad

Bill Cavanaugh z"l and Marilyn Cavanaugh

Elsa Conrad

Diane Davidson

Martin and Ann Fabian

Bruce and Katharine Freeman

Ivor and Barbara Freeman

Gary and Mara Friedman

Alan and Beth Gaby

Mark and Kathleen Gross

Denis and Sheryl Hammond

Diane Healy

Philip and Carolyn Hollman

H Jerome and Lois Keisler

Sheryl Rich Kern

Arlene and Newton Kershaw

David and Sandra Kochman

Kolodney Family Fund | Barbara Sutton and
Elizabeth Kolodney

Rabbi Levi and Shternie Krinsky

Matthew and Stephanie Lee

Mark and Cheryl Liebling

Daniel and Joy Monfried

Lisa Muskat

Michael Rosenblum & Stephanie Wolf-
Rosenblum

Dorothy Rothstein

Jay & Catheryn Sandler

Michael Schloss

Robert and Joyce Selig

Elaine Silberberg

Roberta Silberberg

Eliot Sirkin and Joanne Taube

Rebecca Snider

Gary and Carol Sobelson

Howard and Ann Suls

Stephen Soreff and Peggy Tucker

Gerald and Nancy Zidle

$200-$299

Dinah Berch

Bigelow & Co. CPA

Ray and Lori Boelig

Michael and Roberta Bornstein
Roberta Brayer

Barbara Brown

Ronnie Brown and Daniel Fox
Scott and Risa Brownstein

C & S Wholesale Grocers
Pamela and Jay Cohen

Jeffrey and Martha Crocker
Andrew and Patricia Diengott
Stephen Dolman and Donna Lenz-Dolman
Eliner- Lamarche Family
Fairhurst & Cohen

Michael and Debby Fedder
Stephen and Ann Foster
Samuel and Ellen Gold

Stephen and Sherry Goldberg
Gondwana & Divine Clothing Co.
William and Jane Goodman
Irene Gordon

Joshua Gordon and Lisa Shapiro
David and Allyson Guertin

Brook Haberman

Mark and Cathy Hall

Jim and Kate Hyde

Michael and Beverly Kahn
Michael and Tricia Kapiloff
Malcolm and Selena Katz
Dmitriy Kedrin

Barry and Bonnie Leshin

Rabbi Peter Levy and Amy Dattner-Levy
Jim and Beth Lieberman
Edward Mencis

Robert Moses and Gena Cohen-Moses
Joel and Fran Naidus

Stuart and Susan Needleman
Niederman Stanzel & Lindsey

NorthEast Computer Services LLC- Jonathan

Baron
Robert and Lisa Orenberg
Thomas and Judy Oxman
Peter Pastor & Janet Insolia
Jerry and Peg Penberg
Melvin Prostkoff & Helen Hanan
Puritan Backroom
Stanley and Rita Robbins
Sol and Linda Rockenmacher
Daniel and Ellen Rockmore
Harry T. Rosenstein
Andrew and Tracy Rosen
Steven and Karen Rothstein
Lawrence and Robin Rubin
Louis M. Schwartz
Silvia Sequerra and Marcio Jablonka
Norman Silber
Lewis and Miriam Silverman
Elizabeth Spindel
Norman and Sue Stahl
Joseph Steinfield and Virginia Eskin
Adam and Catherine Tanzer
Ray and Nancy Widrew

$100-$199

Anonymous (4)

Network For Good

Mark Abramson

Robert Adler and Le'Ann Milinder
Jonathan Kane and Arlene Agosto
Yael Alkalay

Matthew and Leslie Allen
Rabbi Gary and Iris Atkins
Martin and Debra Baker

Allan Lew & Elana Bannerman
Marc and Ellen Benson
Jeremy and Deborah Berger
Paul and Alyse Bettinger
Paula Blank

Steven and Pam Blotcky
Stephen and Linda Borofsky
Michael and Hannah Boyd
Shelley Brass

Dr. Arlene Brewster

Kathy Brodsky

Bryan and Ami Cadugan
Janet Cerniglia

Shane and Jennifer Citron
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Michael and Lisa Claire

Arthur Cohen

Ellen Cohn

Sedra Michaelson and Ronald Deeter
David and Anita Deifik

Bruce and Nancy Dorner

John Echternach and Judith Englander
Leonard Epstein and Diane Clark-Epstein
Fred Feldman

Arlene Fishbein and Leon Cornell
Adam and Madeleine Fishman
Loren and Jennifer Foxx

Barry and Mandy Frank

Jacob Freedman

Bennett Freeman

Elaine French

Susan and Kevin Frewert

Joel and Margy Friedman
Darren and Stacy Garnick
Cheryl Gerrior

Linda L. Gerson

Arnold and Alice Goldstein

Alan and Rebecca Green
Barbara Green

Louis and Ann Greenberg
Michael and Mindee Greenberg
Louis and Ann Greenberg
Harris and Avis Greenstone
Rochelle Heit

Ed and Stacey Hilston

Jay and Marjorie Hodes
Marilyn and Alan Hoffman
Burton and Suzanne Hyman
Leonard and Julie Izsak

Ron Janowitz

Samuel Joffe and Mary Kathleen McCabe
David and Barbara Katz

Robert and Atara Kirsh

Marc and Wendy Kolopsky
Rabbi Ira Korinow

David and Esther Kosofsky
Chana Krinsky

Alex Leibowitz

Jeffrey and Serena Levine
Mark and Lynda Levine

Morton and Susan Lynn

Linda McGrath

Keith and Karen Melaas
Lawrence Meyers

Cynthia Meyers-Seifer

Galit Mohel

Shaun and Stacey Moore

John Morgenstern

Zee Morse

Ellen Musinsky

Jill Pelunis

David and Elaine Penchansky
Barry and Dorothy Perlow
Edward and Rose Pound

Kati Preston

Sidney and Eileen Regen
Arthur and Maureen Rosen
Fred Rosenblum

Sydell Rosen

Drs. Howard Rothstein and Betsy Cropper
Alan and Eleanor Rudnick
David, Vera, Jacob and Jonah Sacks
Sanford and Rivka Sadja
Jeanne Saffan

Ari and Elaine Salis

Stella Scheckter

John and Jill Schiffman

Barry Scotch

Jeffrey and Stacey Segil
Enrique and Sharon Sernik

Gary and Jane Shapiro
Frances Shapiro

David and Lisa Shechter
Paul and Susan Sherr

Jeff and Ann Silverstein

Karl and Paula Singer

Daniel and Debbie-Ann Sklar
Aaron and Elizabeth Sommers
Robert and Carol Sternberg
Stephen Stuart

Steven Marx Hair Salon
Ernest and Pamela Swersky
Matthew and Elian Tackeff
Jane Taylor

Temple Beth Jacob

Maynard and Laura Thomson
Marc Tieger

Richard Collier and Olga Tomanovich
Merle Treisman

Peter and Karen Wasserman
Martin and Judith Wolff

Under $100

Anonymous (2)

Kenneth Abrahms and Lizabeth Ryan
The Adams Family

Michel F. Adler

Lionel & Esther Arlan

Julia Assur

Douglas and Elise Atkins
Leonard Baer

Pierre Bakis

John Baymore and Mary Kindman
Iris Berezin

Bruce and Becky Berk

Jake and Anna Berry

Henry and Pat Biagi

Stephen Blatt and Faith Minard Blatt
Fern Blood

Harvey and Elaine Bloom
Samuel Bogen

Renee Brenner

Gary and Barbara Broom
Sanders and Rowena Burstein
David Butler

Zachary Camenker

Faith Canner

Jeffrey and Jennifer Cannon
Rosina Carpentier

Steve and Merle Carrus
Marlene Chamrin

Raquefette and Adam Chertok
Ruth Chevion

Birgit Christiansen

Deborah Cole

Ken Cohn

Helen Colby

Nancy and David Court
Douglas and Isabel Danforth
Bekah Diamond

Evelyn Dickson

Ellen Dubois

Robert and Michelle Elfenbein
Judy Eliasberg

Alan Etlinger

Lewis Feldstein

Mark and Amy Finkelstein
Michael and Rene Fischler
Alan and Tina Fishow

Mindy Fitterman

K. Jeff Fladen

Stephanie Flynn

Susan Frankel

Elenore Freedman

Kenneth Fuld

Ysrael Funesti

Joel and Melody Funk
Sandra Gaffney

Kevin and Kelly Garnick
Timothy and Katy Gibney
Roye and Elaine Ginsberg
Vincent and Marcia Gloddy
Eileen Golden

Marlene Goldman

Leon Goldstein and Ronnie Goldstein z"|
David Goldstone

Ken and Rhoda Goodman
Mark and Elaine Granoff
David and Julie Griffiths

Ed and Jane Harrington
Bruce and Michelle Harrison
Margery Harrison and Guillermo Zeballos
Steven and Christine Heifetz
Melissa Herman

Stanley A. and Sandy Holz
Deborah Houser

Kathy lacovella

Hope Inman

Joel and Hyla Jaffe

Clark and Sharon Johnson
Stanley B. Juda

Gene Kadish and Karen Fryer
Jay and Cheryl Kahn

Sheldon Kaplan

Barbara Kaplan

Seth and Stephanie Kassels
Ira Keltz

Jon Kelly

Martin Kessel and Gail Robinson
Lois Kessin

Ruth Kleinfeld

Ruth N. Kletnick

Paul and Audrey Knapp

Aida Koocher

Alice and Dorothy Krasner
Annette Kurman

Marc and Dominique Lapin
Seth and Sandie Leonard
Barbara Levenson

Roslyn Levitt

Meredith Lewko

Marilyn and Melvin Lezberg
Larry and Sheryl Liberman
Robert and Roberta Lippemeier
Roz Lowen

Karen and Joe Lukeman
James and Carol Lurie
Richard and Deborah Lutsk
Mrs. Rebecca (Zigelbaum) MacLennan
Doris Marks

Luisa Matta

Gabi Merberg

Kevin and Eunice Miller

Cole and Martha Mills

Ross and Amy Moldoff

Alma 0'Grady

Les and Sue Orenstein

David and Fredda Osman
Marsha Ostroff and Karen Rines
Allen and Susan Oxman
Bruce Pacht

Linda Peck and Steve Houran
Miriam Plonsky

Melissa and Lee Ann Potter
Niza and Rami Preis

Carol Pressman

Elaine Rabinovitz

Eric Ratinoff and Nicole Leapley
Lyra Riabov

David Riese and Eva Bak

Irina A. Rombe

Richard Rosenberg and Linda Cohn-Rosenberg
Robert and Karen Rosenthal
Martin and Debra Rothberg
Walter and Emma Rous

Reva Rovner

Leonard and Mariane Ruvinsky
Barry and Debra Sack

Lauren Saltman

Janet Samuels

Nancy Sargon-Zarsky

Gillian Savitch

Brenda Schadick

John and Susan Scheinman
Karl and Lynn Schenker
Howard and Susan Schiff
Rachel Schor

Steven Schwartz and Paula Leonard-Schwartz
Joel Schwelling and Joan Izen
Andrew and Samantha Seal
Thelma Seidenberg

Gary and Susan Seidner

Alicia Semiatin

Mark and Nancie Severs
Marion and Paul Shapiro

Leah Shuldiner

Dorothy Silber

Rob Silver

Michael Davern and Marni Silverstein
Kenneth and Debra Silverstein
Helen Skeist

Lewis and Debrah Snapper
Doug and Rebecca Snyder
Susan Sofman

Adam Solender and Sarah Denmark
L. Renee Solomon and Westley Richards
Warren and Patricia Sommers
Sherwood and Laura Spelke
Tim and Rachel Russell

Lesley Stein

Arthur and Sue Ann Stern

Visa Taube

Fred S. Teeboom

Mr. Robert Trestan

Alice Phillips Walden

John and Dina Weber

Martin Bender and Nancy Webster
Bruce and Carol Wechsler
Stephen and Patricia Weiner
Cheryl and Noel Weinstein
Sharon and Jeffrey Weiss

Corri L. Wilson

Mark Wisan

Richard and Judy Wolfe

Ted Yegerman

Michael Yellin and Debra Garlin
Daniella Yitzchak

Helayne Young

Raphael Zack

Jay and Ruth Zax

Eitan and Gabriele Zeira
Howard and Gay Zibel

In Kind

Glikstorm, LLC

The Hippo Press

WzID

Red River Theatres

Grinley Creative

New Hampshire Print and Mail Serivces
Amoskeag Airport Service

The Spa Within
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Education

Bigisland Linda

school and high school. On top from left to right: Linda Leventhal McGrath, Dina
Michael Chaitowitz (JENHJ Board); second row: Pat Gross Kalik (Cochair, JENH
Film Festival), Michael Miller; bottom row: Sarit Itenberg (JFNH Board chairper-
son) and Jonathan Greenblatt.

What Are Schools Teaching
Your Children About Israel?
We Need Your Help!

We need your help to monitor the in-

n the Cammmu?}y

Temple Israel Manchester
Opens a Book Club

By Benay Birch

In the early spring of this year, Temple
Israel of Manchester, NH started a
Book Club for our Shul. What a joy it
has been to meet once a month via
Zoom to discuss books we have read.
We hope to continue our book club for
years to come.

Our reading selections are always by
Jewish authors, or have a Jewish theme.
The choice of books encompass all
reading genres, for example: fiction,
non-fiction, history, humor, autobio-
graphical, and even studies of Jewish
practices, law, and the Torah. To date we
have read: An Odyssey: A Father, a Son,
and an Epic by Daniel Mendelsohn, Tur-
bulent Souls by Stephen Dubner,
and The Apprenticeship of Duddy
Kravitz by Mordechai Richler.

These last three months we read and
discussed:
¢ Inheritance by Dani Shapiro, an auto-

biography of how Dani discovered her

father wasn’t her biological father. Ms.

Shapiro’s book told how she discov-

ered this fact and she questioned her

Jewish identity.

o The Book of Order, by our own Mi-
chael Davidow, enabled us to have the

author join our Zoom meeting to have

a lively discussion of his book, which

detailed how the various sections of

Boston developed their Jewish neigh-

borhoods. Mr. Davidow weaved fac-

tual Jewish history through a fictional
story about a woman dealing with her
father’s death.

* Rabbi Jeremy Sczcepanski suggested
we read This Is Real And You Are
Completely Unprepared: The Days Of
Awe As A Journey Of Transformation,
by Rabbi Alan Lew. Rabbi Jeremy
hosted our Zoom chat as we discussed
this powerful book, right as the High
Holidays approached. Personally, this
is a book I know I will read every year
before the holidays, as Rabbi Lew en-
courages and guides you to look in-
side yourself, particularly as we travel
through the days leading to the High
Holidays, and examine our life.

* On September 9th, we will be discuss-
ing My Russian Grandmother and Her
American Vacuum Sweeper, authored
by Meir Shalev, a humorous family
memoir.

We are always looking for book rec-
ommendations. Please send us your
suggestions, via email, to office@tem-
pleisraelmht.org. Thank you!

By Dina Michael Chaitowitz

What is your children’s school teach-
ing them about Israel?

We have formed a group to promote
factual source material on Israel, Juda-
ism, and the Middle East in our schools.
The group decided to meet after discov-
ering that some problematic material, ob-
tained from an opinion media site, was
disseminated to students as part of a les-

formation presented to our children and
grandchildren on this topic. If you en-
counter material that you think is factu-
ally incorrect or possibly antisemitic, or
if you are unsure, please contact Dina
Michael Chaitowitz at dmichaelchai-
towitz@gmail.com.

We are also interested in discovering
those schools that you feel are doing a
good job in teaching this subject matter.

Save the Date: The New England
Jewish Experience Conference

Michael Hoberman, Professor, Fitch-
burg State College delivering the Key-

note talk on An Overview of New
England Jewish History. Then,

By Stephen Soreff, MD

The first of its kind conference on
the topic The New England

son on the conflict in the Middle East. Thank you for your help.

Help Wanted!

Do you live in Keene, Laconia,Bethlehem, Hanover,
or another NH community and want to help produce
the Jewish Reporter?

We are looking for people all over the state
who are interested in writing about their
local Jewish community.

To get involved, contact
thereporter@jewishnh.org

Jewish Experience will be
held on Sunday, Novem-
ber 8, 2020, from 2 to 4
PM, via Zoom. It will
address the question—is
there a unique New
England identity? It will
look at the differences
and commonalities of the
six New England states'
unique Jewish histories. It is
hosted by The Wyner Family Jewish
Heritage Center, and registration will be
required. The Conference opens with

v NEW ENGLAND v
JEWISH HISTORY

COLLABORATIVE

spokespersons from each
state will show how their
state fits into the Jewish
New England mosaic. It
closes with the launch-
ing of the New England
Jewish History Collab-
orative (NEJHC) web-
site. More details will soon
become available. For more
information contact the Jewish
Federation of New Hampshire repre-
sentative, Stephen Soreff, MD at email
soreffs15@aol.com.

See what'’s happening in the community at www.jewishnh.org
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The scheduled Temple Adath Yeshurun
Brotherhood Annual Meeting/BBQ on
June 2, 2020 turned into a virtual one with
at home BBQ foods this year, and the pro-
gram featured “Zooming” to and from the
homes of attendees, a necessary change as
we continue to adapt to the COVID-19
pandemic. But an apt slogan for us
throughout the years has been “The beat
goes on!,” and so we play on in that spirit.

MC and co-President David Penchan-
sky led the way. Rabbi Beth Davidson
opened the program with a prayerful dis-
cussion about our present health and ra-
cial disparity issues. Eagle Scout Ryan
Rosenberg led us in reciting the Pledge of
Allegiance. We then heard and saw stirring
videos of both our National Anthem and
Hatikvah. This was followed by Manches-
ter’s Justin Cohn, who provided musical
entertainment for the audience with voice
and guitar from his home studio.

It was then on to the Brotherhood Year
in Review:

“Real-time” events began with TAY
Sukkah Building on October 13, 2019.
This was followed by a wonderful Fall
Breakfast program on November 3, fea-
turing city planner Susan Silberberg’s pre-
sentation on “The Manchester Millyard-
Past. Present, Future”. On December 15
we hosted the TAY Chanukah Party. The
Christmas Mitzvah Program on Decem-
ber 24 and 25 saw us taking charge of the
information desks at Elliot Hospital and
Catholic Medical Center and serving
meals at New Horizons Soup Kitchen on
both those days, delivering luncheon plat-
ters to Manchester and Bedford Police
and Fire Stations and delivering Meals on
Wheels on Christmas Day, and running
the Bingo game at the Manchester VA
Hospital on Christmas night. As usual,
over 100 volunteers participate in this
long-standing Mitzvah program. We
served a farewell breakfast on Sunday
morning, February 9, 2020 at the conclu-
sion of the MANTY Winter Wonderland.
It turned out that the Purim Party on
March 8 was the last non-virtual event for
the year as the pandemic had set in.

Because of COVID-19 we had to can-
cel our traditional Spring Dinner Con-
cert scheduled for May 7 and our Spring
Breakfast on May 17, which was to be a
presentation on Manchester benefactor
Edward Chase. We “Zoomed” the Me-
morial Day Service at Manchester He-
brew Cemetery on May 25, which was
held after American flags had been
placed one week before at the graves of
135 veterans buried there. The upcoming
TAY Brotherhood-Sisterhood Service on

n the C’ammum’ﬁy

TAY Brotherhood Oh, What a Year!

A surprise  home presentation of the
2020 TAY Man of the Year Award to
Bob Bersak (Toby was in on the plan) by
Jonathan Baron, Rabbi Beth Davidson,
Sol Rockenmacher and photographer
David Rosenzweig.

June 2 was to be a virtual one organized
by Steve Short and Alan Kaplan.

After the Year in Review, Steve Short
led us in a toast to Brothers who had
passed over the past year. We voted on
having the present slate of officers stay on

for the time being: Co-Presidents David
Penchansky and Sol Rockenmacher, Vice
President Joel Gordon, Secretary Mark
Granoff, Treasurer David Rosenzweig.
We presented a cash award to Eagle
Scout Ryan Rosenberg to help fund his
Boy Scout badge project to provide stor-
age for the Music Department at Man-
chester West High School.

The wrap up for the evening was the
awarding of this year’s Man of the Year
Award. The award had been presented in
“novel” fashion to a surprised Bob Ber-
sak, outgoing President of TAY, at his
home in Bedford 8 days previously. The
citation reads:

To a man who has served his
country and his community-with
honor and distinction

Who leads by example by being
level-headed and fair and who steps
up to a challenge when called upon

Who has been a tower of strength
during a time of national emergency,

demonstrating  steady  leadership
with grace under pressure
Whose humanity is evidenced
by his self-effacing good humor,
modesty and love of family
This is always a well-attended and en-
joyable event, and we wished it could
have been in “real-life,” but it was not to
be this year. Yet, we were still able to
show that the Brotherhood beat contin-
ues to go on. Our banner states: Service,
Community, Fellowship. We continue to
follow that mantra, come you-know-
what or high water...or even COVID-19.
And if you are wondering whether
there will be a Candidates Breakfast Fo-
rum this year...Yes, there will be a
Zoomed one on Sunday, October 18 at
10am, with candidates for Governor, US
Senate, US First Congressional District.
As they used to say in radio days of yore,
“Stay tuned for further developments.”
From your TAY Brotherhood, “Be safe
and be well.”

A gift from the

SIGN
UP

Jewish Federation of New Hampshire

Sign up your children ages 6 months

through 11 years old and enjoy

the gift of Jewish children’s books

and resources delivered to your
home each month. Explore Jewish
heritage and culture through

PJ Library’s high-quality stories
about Jewish values, traditions,
and heritage.

Through the program your family
will be enriched by experiencing
the joys of Jewish life.

Funded by the Jewish Federation of

New Hampshire, it’s a gift that will
nourish a Jewish life from the start.

Harold Grinspoon 4

FOUNDATION

Ages 6 mos. through 8
pjlibrary.org

Ages 9 through 11
pjourway.org

[ ) \\ Jewish Federation

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

jewishnh.org
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By Fern Greenberg Blood

Temple Beth Abraham (TBA) of
Nashua has reinvigorated its Tzedek
Committee. Its current mission is to
provide opportunities for learning, dia-
logue, and action on social justice issues,
through a Jewish lens, in order to fulfill
the mitzvah of tikkun olam (repairing
the world). Our commitment to the
work of tzedek (justice) is covenantal
and rooted in a Torah of b’tzelem elo-
him — that we are all made in the im-
age of God — and chesed (compassion
for each other).

Spurred by recent events of racial and
social injustice, TBA is renewing its ef-
forts to address injustice through educa-
tion, introspection and action. Our re-
cent Justice in July program specifically
addressed issues of racial discrimination.
Modeled upon the Justice in June re-
source by Bryanna Wallace and Autumn
Gupta (justiceinjune.org), the weekly se-
ries offered Zoom-based discussions for
congregants around selected readings,
films, videos and podcasts. For example,
the group reflected upon a sermon by
Rabbi Jen Gubitz, Temple Israel of Bos-
ton, on Confronting Internalized Rac-
ism, crafted for the double portion Acha-
rei Mot — Kedoshim, which inspired a
lively and illuminating discussion.

In early September, the Tzedek Com-
mittee sponsored an Implicit Bias Work-
shop, co-presented by Amy Parece-Gro-
gan M.Ed., Cultural and Linguistic
Competence Coordinator at the NH Of-
fice of Health Equity, and Michelle
Rosenthal. The program introduced the

n the C’ammum‘z}y

Temple Beth Abraham
Forms Tzedek Committee

concept of implicit bias. Participants
defined bias, prejudice, and discrimina-
tion, and learned how implicit bias dif-
fers. Attendees explored and uncovered
some of their own implicit biases. The
workshop concluded with a discussion
around debiasing strategies for individu-
als and organizations. If you or your
organization is interested in this pro-
gram, please contact Ms. Parece-Grogan
at is Amy.Parece-Grogan@dhhs.nh.gov.

A Conversation on Race will be held
in October with facilitators from the
Granite State Organizing Project
(GSOP), the largest grassroots commu-
nity organizing effort in New Hamp-
shire comprised of religious congrega-
tions, community groups, labor organi-
zations and individuals united in con-
cern for economic and social justice.
This program is a structured conversa-
tion about racial identities and how they
shape our lives and relationships. Many
of us have questions we don’t even know
how to ask. In this structured conversa-
tion, GSOP’s multi-racial team shares
basic concepts about racism and leads
groups through discussions based on
where people in the room are starting.
For more information see GSOP’s web-
site here: http://granitestateorganizing.
org/what-we-do/ .

The Temple Beth Abraham Tzedek
Committee will continue to host a variety
of educational programming in various
formats on social justice issues. We hope
this will inspire other organizations and
individuals to explore these issues as well.
For more information, please contact us
at tzedek@tbanashua.org.

being social distanced.

The women of Temple B'nai Israel continue to connect on a regular basis while

Etz Hayim Synagogue October
Holiday Registration and Schedule

Etz Hayim will be conducting services
via Zoom this year. All are welcome, in-
cluding non-members. Those who wish
to participate should please contact our
office at office@etzhayim.org to get a
Zoom link for any of the services listed
below. When using the Zoom link,
please use your real name so we will be
able to identify you.

These are our October holiday services:
* Fri., Oct. 2, 7:15 PM, Erev Sukkot

» Sat., Oct. 3, 9:30 AM, Sukkot

e Sat., Oct. 10, 9:30 AM, Yizkor/Shab-
bat Services

e Sun., Oct 11, 7:15 PM, Simchat Torah

We look forward to seeing you and en-
gaging in meaningful prayer as we begin
another year. For more information,
please contact us at office@etzhayim.org
or call 603-432-0004. Etz Hayim is locat-
ed at 1 %2 Hood Road in Derry, NH.

Fall Recipe: Vegan Creamy
Tomato Basil Soup

By Ashley Barajas

Something about sweater weather
makes me crave a nice, soothing bowl of
soup. Don’t get me wrong, I’ll have soup
any day of the year, but there’s some-
thing so comforting about warm soup
on a chilly day. There is this French bis-
tro in the south, called La Madeleine,
that makes such an amazing tomato
soup, but since I'm lactose intolerant, I
was determined to recreate a dairy-free
version. This will pair nicely with a clas-
sic grilled cheese sandwich, or a nice
chicken meal, while still being kosher.

Here is the recipe:

* 4 cups fresh tomatoes, cored, peeled,
and chopped (8 - 10), or 4 cups canned
whole tomatoes crushed

* 2 cups tomato juice

* 2 cups vegetable stock

* 12 - 14 fresh basil leaves (keep some
for garnish if desired)

* 2 - 3 cups of full fat canned coconut
milk refrigerated overnight

* Y 1b non-dairy “butter”
 Salt

Vi tsp cracked black pepper
» Lemon juice (optional)

Step 1: Combine tomatoes, juice and/
or stock in saucepan and simmer for 30
minutes.

Step 2: Puree contents of saucepan
with basil leaves in food processor,
blender or use immersion blender in
saucepan if available.

Step 3: Open cans of coconut milk
and spoon out all the full fat coconut
cream that should have solidified and
risen to the top of the can, until you
have about 1 cup of the cream.

Step 4: Return soup contents to pan
(unless using an immersion blender) and
add coconut cream and vegan butter
while stirring over low heat until well
blended.

Step 5: Serve with an optional squeeze
of lemon and/or basil garnish.

*Adapted from recipe by Beverly Bundy
of the Forth Worth Star-Telegram

Stu Needleman and Gary Broom were
the driving forces behind the
installation of new equipment in the
Temple B'nai Israel sanctuary which
will allow the streaming of services
from the synagogue. The technology
will allow Rabbi Dan Danson and
Cantorial Soloist, Melody Funk, to
offer Shabbat and High Holiday
services in this safer way, while still
allowing the congregation into the
sanctuary (if only virtually). We pray
we will be able to be together again
sometime soon, but believe this new
technology will allow more of our
congregants the flexibility to access to
our services in bad weather, ill health,
or simply at the end of a long day
without time to make the drive.
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Zn the Cormmumnity

Etz Hayim Synagogue Announces “Hot Topics and Cool
Contemporary Stuff” Program for Fall of 2020 and 2021

By Stephen Soreff, MD

The Etz Hayim Synagogue’s Adult
Continuing Education Department is
pleased to announce its Hot Topics and
Cool Contemporary Stuff Program for
the fall of 2020, going into early 2021,
Hebrew Calendar 5781. These programs
will be on Zoom. To get the Zoom link
for each talk, please email office@
etzhayim.org/

* October 15, 2020, Thursday, 7 PM:
"Joy and the Loud Cars" A Poetry
Reading. On Rosh HaShanah—Yom
Teurah or the "Day of Shouting"—
we raise a loud noise by blowing the
shofar. Inspired by the late David
Davis, author of The Joy Poems, po-
ets Michael Cantor, Robert Craw-
ford, Midge Goldberg, Alfred Nicol,
Kyle Potvin, and Deborah Warren
will explore the idea of finding joy
in the world around them, including
in loud cars and mud puddles. All
the poets have published books:

Etz Hayim Synagogue, Derry, NH

Cantor's Furusato, Crawford's The
Empty Chair, Goldberg for Snow-
man's Code,  Nicol's Winter
Light, Potvin's Loosen, and Warren's
Dream with Flowers and Bowl of
Fruit. The reading will be followed
by an open mic.

* November 1, 2020, Sunday, 10 AM:
How to Transition to a Healthy,
Plant-Based Lifestyle presented by
David Riese. David Riese is an Aero-
space Engineer with a keen interest
in how diet and lifestyle affects
health. After seeing Dr. Joel

Fuhrman’s “Eat to Live” program
on PBS ten years ago, he read the
book and started following the pro-
gram. He immediately experienced
weight loss and improved energy
and vitality and has been following
the plant-based lifestyle ever since.
Mr. Riese will share his experiences
and suggest the best resources and
tips to get started on this wonderful,
health-promoting lifestyle.

* November 19, 2020, Thursday, 7 PM:
The Emerging Next Normal, presented
by Wayne Kurtzman. This session
looks at how technology adoption
and culture changed during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic. Led by market intel-
ligence analyst and adjunct educator
Wayne Kurtzman, this will help you
make sense of the emerging Future of
Work, what is changing, and what
comes next for work, play and educa-
tion, as well as how you can chart
your own path. Wayne Kurtzman is
the Research Director, IDC.

* December 10, 2020, Thursday, 7 PM:
A Priest and a Rabbi Zoomed into a
Bar Presented by Rev Ray Bonin and
Rabbi Peter Levy. Reverend Ray Bo-
nin, Rector of the Church of the
Transfiguration and Rabbi Peter, the
Rabbi at Etz Hayim Synagogue will
discuss their faiths' relationships to
the rest of the world in the past and in
the present—and what each faith of-
fers, as you will prepare for and un-
derstand the future.

» January 14, 2021, Thursday, 7 PM: G/
Jews: Jewish Americans in World War
1. A PBS Film hosted by the Lappin
Foundation. Discover the story of the
550,000 brave Jewish Americans who
served in World War II.

The Adult Continuing Education De-
partment of Etz Hayim Synagogue, 1 /2
Hood Road, Derry, NH 03038 has de-
veloped and sponsored these programs.
For more information about them,
please contact: Stephen Soreff, MD, at
soreffs15@aol.com, or 603-895-6120.

DISCOVER.DERRYFIELD.ORG

ADMISSION EVENTS & CAMPUS TOURS
offered throughout the year!

VIRTUAL INFORMATION SESSIONS
VIRTUAL CAMPUS TOURS
LIVE! VIRTUAL CAMPUS TOURS
ON-CAMPUS TOURS

* The safety of our Derryfield community and
visitors is our highest priority.

The Derryfield School is an independent day school
welcoming bright, motivated students in grades 6-12.

leading lives of passion & purpose

APPLY NOW FOR FALL 2021

603.669.4524 - admission@derryfield.org
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By Zach Camenker,
NH JFF Committee Member

Despite the challenges of the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, and the closure of
many arts institutions, the New Hamp-
shire Jewish Film Festival hosted a suc-
cessful virtual summer series. The event
culminated on Sunday, August 30, with
a post-film discussion on Paris Song,
featuring film director Jeff Vespa.

With around 500 registrations, the
summer series was extremely popular
and well-received. Although only five of
the 12 feature films selected for the 2020
Festival—originally supposed to be held
in late March—were offered to audienc-
es, a wide variety of genres was available
for all ages.

The Festival opened on July 9 with the
Israeli romantic comedy, Love in Sus-

At & Entertaimment

Recap of Summer Series, and a
Preview of the 2021 NH Jewish Film Festival

penders. This was adorable piece about
finding love later in life.

It continued two weeks later with My
Name is Sara, a film centered around a
girl fleeing the Holocaust and posing as
a Christian after her entire family was
killed. Following the screening of My

I\ Jewish Federation

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

SENIORS FOREVER YOUNG

VIRTUAL FALL SPEARER SERIES

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 7TH ~ 11AM
STRAWBERY BANKE PRESENTS - THE SHAPIRO FAMILY STORY

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12TH ~ 11:30AM
LEADING WOMAN OF ISRAEL WITH SHLICHA AVIA SAGRON

This program is free but registration is required and an
$18 donation to Seniors Forever Young is appreciated

Both programs will be offered on Zoom and

the link will be sent with your registration.
To register or for more information email
| info@jewishnh.org or call the JFNH Office at
603-627-7679

AN T z
Director Jeff Vespa

Name is Sara, participants had the op-
portunity to attend a post-film discus-
sion on Zoom with the screenwriter, Da-
vid Himmelstein. The moderator for
this discussion was Film Festival Steer-
ing Committee Member Barrie Paster.

The third film shown in the series was a
documentary. Futures Past tells the story
of Chicago Mercantile Exchange (CME)
Chairman Emeritus Leo Melamed, a
Holocaust survivor and pioneer in open
outcry trading, through the eyes of his
son, filmmaker Jordan Melamed. This
time, I had the good fortune to moderate
the post-film discussion with Jordan,
whose earlier 2001 film Manic premiered
at the Sundance Film Festival, and
launched the careers of Joseph Gordon-
Levitt and Zooey Deschanel.

Two weeks later, the series continued
with another Israeli film, this time a dra-
ma, called Shooting Life. This movie
told the story of a high school film
teacher who urged his students to cap-
ture images of their daily lives for their
film class. A film with a largely teenage
cast, Shooting Life was a hit with our
Young Professional Screening Group.

The final film in the series was the
aforementioned Paris Song, which
closed the series with a post-film discus-
sion featuring the film’s director, Jeff
Vespa, and facilitation from Film Festi-
val Committee Member Mark Biletch.
Paris Song tells the story of Amre
Kashaubayev, a Kazakh singer who per-
formed in the Paris Expo in 1925, and
met big names like Irving Berlin, George
Gershwin, Man Ray, and Josephine
Baker along the way. This highly unique
piece provided audiences with a story
they had likely never heard before.

Film Festival Committee Member Mark
Biletch

Some of the 67 participants in the PARIS
SONG discussion.

Each of the three post-film discus-
sions had over 60 participants, with
some tuning in from outside of the
Southern/Central NH areas, as well as
from those affiliated with other Jewish
Federation groups outside of New
Hampshire.

One major perk to the virtual model
is that it allowed participants to see
films they may not have seen otherwise.
For example, Shooting Life was origi-
nally scheduled to screen in Peterbor-
ough and Portsmouth. As someone liv-
ing in Concord, if I were unable to at-
tend in either location, I would have
missed out entirely on this compelling
film. The virtual component provided
much-appreciated flexibility, according
to many participants who completed
the post-film surveys.

While the pandemic leaves us uncer-
tain of what our Festival may look like
moving forward, we are still deter-
mined to bring you the 2021 New
Hampshire Jewish Film Festival next
year, which is currently scheduled for
May 13-23, 2021!

Please save the date, and know that we
cannot wait to see you at the movies
again, whether in person or virtually!

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
Tell Them You Saw Their Ad in The Reporter!
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By Kerry Hansen

I was born in 1959 to a Roman
Catholic father and a United Methodist
mother. My father promised to baptize
me in the Catholic church. And so, I
was. My father had also promised to
leave my religious upbringing to my
mother, and that was so, as well.

There were many times that I went to
Mass on Saturday with my father, but I
also needed to attend the United
Methodist Church, Sunday school, and
all age-appropriate Sunday activities on
Sunday, with my mom. I learned all the
Bible Stories—Noah and the Ark, Jonah
and the Whale, and all of the "Old
Testament" stories that were purported
to lead to Jesus' birth, life, and death. I
was, at the time, devout. For many years,
I thought I would grow up to be a
minister. I loved G-d! There was only
one problem ... and it was a big problem
to have, if one is a Christian.

From an early age, I was bothered by
the concept of G-d sacrificing his only
son to a very brutal death, and the

“Jewich Qaw%@ﬁf

My Conversion Story

notion that this was somehow beautiful.
Even though I did all that was expected
of me—I made my First Communion, I
was Confirmed in the United Methodist
Church, I read my Bible daily—
something about the very specific belief
requirement for Christianity did not
connect for me.

I thought something was wrong with
me. My peers would go to the altar, tears
streaming down their faces, in awe of
their beliefs. I just didn't get it. I tried. I
prayed to G-d faithfully, to help me have
this mystical experience, and connect
with Christianity. I joined afterschool
Bible Clubs. I went to youth groups.
And, when older, I church-hopped,
thinking another Christian sect was the
missing key. I have often joked that I still
feel waterlogged from all the baptisms!
But with each Baptism, no matter how
much I held high hopes to have this
mystical, spiritual feeling of connection
to G-d ... I instead left the water, each
time, feeling emptier than the time
before. 1 felt deeply flawed. I had
undying faith in G-d, but after each

Free and confidential

603-627-7679

failed attempt to connect through
Christianity, I felt increasingly spiritually
bereft.

By chance, I stumbled on a series of
books exploring the Jewish roots of
Jesus, and I was immediately drawn in. I
wanted to know more. I looked up the
webpage of the synagogue in my town
and saw that they held Saturday Torah
studies. I emailed the Rabbi, and I asked
if I could come. His answer was yes.

And right there, from the first
moments 1 walked through those
synagogue doors, I knew I'd finally
found my “home.”

I can't explain the feeling, except to
say that it was an inkling that this
synagogue—which was Temple Israel,
of Dover—was what I had been
searching for all my life. Rabbi Sam
Seicol was warm and welcoming. He
reminded me of a wise Gandalf
archetype, who knew all the answers, but
delighted in letting you stumble upon
both the questions and the answers
yourself. He was always smiling. The
Torah stories themselves were familiar,
yet there was a depth to them that I had
never known. How could stories I have
heard and read since childhood contain
these inner depths?

I began going to every Torah study,
every Friday night Shabbat, attending all
the Jewish Holidays, learning all that I
could about Judaism, and writing
countless emails, pouring my heart out to
my Rabbi and asking questions. There
was a joy in Judaism that was missing
from all of my experiences in Christianity.
Back in my Christian days, I'd always
been taught that all of us were wretched
sinners, not worth anything in ourselves,
and redeemed only by G-d’s love. These
Christian prayers always made me angry,
because they seemed filled with such self-
loathing. In contrast, my experience in
Judaism taught me that G-d loves us as
we are, and we give thanks every day for
all the blessings G-d has given to us from
that love. Sure, we make mistakes, but we
strive to do better. The story of Hillel
teaching the essence of Torah, while a
prospective convert stood on one foot, is
a perfect example.

Kerry Hansen, JENH Board Member

"What is hateful to you, do not do to
your neighbor. That is the whole Torah,
the rest is the explanation of this—go and
study it!"

The Siddur, our Mishkan T'Fillah,
seemed like it was as a love letter to me.
Every Shabbat, Rabbi Sam made the
service personal, and spiritual. It seemed
like the spoken prayers were his words,
not just written prayers in the siddur ...
and they contained such joy! Since then,
every Rabbi I have met has conveyed
this same joyfulness.

Not long into my attending Shabbat
services, and going to Torah study, I
began to know that, deep down, I was
Jewish. I felt this, deep inside myself. A
year after I first walked through the
Synagogue doors, I went to my Beit Din,
and entered the Mikveh in Newton for
my formal conversion.

Each step down the Mikveh steps, 1
felt it.

Each time I immersed and said the
blessings, I felt profound spiritual awe.

I was Jewish.

It sounds so cliché, but I felt something
deep in my soul click 'complete,” or “Tov,'
that day. I am Jewish! That sense of
deep, profound spiritual awe has been
with me ever since, and to this day, I
continue to learn and grow in Judaism.

Emergency financial assistance [( 3 \
Aging and eldercare issues (f‘\\ ’g‘iﬂﬂhl-ﬂ .'J,‘J.'J wuww
Lifeline devices JerSh E?ggg%}}g& @ ¢NEWS
Linkage and Referral w Jewish Federation -

| OF NEW HAMPSHIRE J ershnh . org )
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By Ollie Elkus, Yiddish translator

Now, more than ever, we are digging
letters out of the attic, both literal and
figurative ones. Isolation 1is forced
reflection, so it’s only natural if
quarantine has us thinking of the past.
As a translator of Yiddish, I'm always
thinking of the past. But more than that,
some of us have had more time than
usual to contemplate the metaphysical,
asking who we are and where we come
from. Others have dealt in the plain
physical, schlepping boxes around,
dusting off photo albums, having finally
had a chance to dig through these
unexamined family keepsakes that clutter
the caverns of our homes.

Recently, it was my pleasure to receive
a relic of such excavation. It was a letter
dated June 14, 1939, which told the story
of Breyndl, our protagonist, who was,
nebekh, very sick. In her Russian-inflected
Yiddish, she told of her harrowing
journey from Horodok to Pinsk by
“parakhod” (Russian: steamship) and
from Pinsk to a sanitarium in Otwock.
After her sons Noah and Velvl spent
every last cent they had, she turned to her
brother in Detroit, in the form of this
letter, asking that he “not forget his dear
older sister,” and “save her from the brink
of death.” Tragically, Breyndl never could
have anticipated the German invasion of
Poland, which would begin a mere two
months, two weeks, and four days from
the date of that letter. Such micro-

Opinion

Threads of Yiddishland

histories as these are casually tucked
away, just as this one was, in attics and
basements the country over, waiting to
be translated, in order for their story to
be told.

Now, you could say this is nothing
particular to Yiddish, and that loads of
immigrant families must have letters
tucked away some place which are
written in German, Spanish, Arabic,
Mandarin, and so on. You'd be right—
but also very wrong. Perhaps I'm biased,
but I think Yiddish is special. You see,
the Germans left their German behind
in Germany, and the Italians left behind
Italian in Italy, and the Jews left behind
Yiddish in... well, I suppose we just left
it behind, then, didn't we?

The point, here, being that Yiddish
doesn't have the infrastructure that most
other languages have. There is no nation
to protect it, nor an organization to
define it. Due to this predicament, there
was an attempt at standardization in the
1920s, which was embraced by some, but
as you can imagine, not by all. As the
saying goes, “Two Jews, three opinions.”
And even if it had been embraced by all,
an attempt at standardization in the
1920s would’ve been quite late,
considering written Yiddish dates back
to the thirteenth century. This means,
although there are conventions, there is
no standardized spelling for anything in
published—much less hand-written—
Yiddish. To add insult to injury,
although Yiddish uses the Hebrew

alphabet, the “cursive” script found in
Yiddish letters written in the 19th and
20th centuries is not the same script
employed by modern or ancient Hebrew.
You can imagine such idiosyncrasies
make the translation of Yiddish letters
much more difficult, but anything
worthwhile is hard, and the peculiarity
of Yiddish merely serves to make its
translation all the more important.

Yiddish has “localisms.” These are
words used by Yiddish speakers in some
areas of Europe, and not in others.
Breyndl's Yiddish had elements of
Russian, but of course, that wouldn't be
the case for a Yiddish speaker in
Romania. Localisms are an intrinsic
part of the language we find in these
letters, and due to the Ilack of
infrastructure  for the language,
sometimes these letters are all we have.
So, when a letter degrades, it's sad
enough that a story is lost. However, as
is the case with Yiddish, a piece of the
language—a piece of the culture—is
lost, as well.

So, how did we get here? Well, since
the "golden age" of secular Yiddish
culture in the twenties, assimilation has
moved quickly—exponentially, even.
Jews who made the decision not to raise
their children in Yiddish have lived to
see the Yiddish world unravel, and some
with remorse or deep regret about that.
In this way, I found learning Yiddish
could be a frustrating task. There was
even a sort of indignation about it.

Everything about Yiddish still felt so
familiar and so natural to me, yet at the
same time, [ could feel it slipping away.

So, to grab hold of it before it's too far
gone, I rummage through poetry and
collections of short stories, trying to
weave together the threads of Yiddishland
to create the fullest portrait of this evasive
place, like rummaging through old letters
in the attic, trying to piece together family
history. I do this because I believe if we
understand Yiddish, we understand our
past, and—without exaggeration—we
understand ourselves.

And that's what interests us about
these old family keepsakes, is it not? It's
a connection to the past, which forms a
larger since of self. A self that begins not
with our birth, but with everything that
came before us, which happens to
include bubbe's music box, and zeyde's
rubber ducky. And that's why we hold
on to them, even if we don't display
them on the mantle.

In the case that it's not a music box, or
a rubber ducky, and it happens to be a
Yiddish letter, or a postcard, or perhaps
a newspaper clipping, I do hope you'll
drop me a line.

Oliver “Ollie” Elkus is a Yiddish
translator currently under fellowship with
the Yiddish Book Center. Ollie likes to
bake bread, play drums, and drink tea. For
translation requests he can be reached at
ollieelkus@gmail.com. For more info, his
website is www.ohelkustranslations.com.

The IDF Is Much More Than an Army

By Richard England

The Israeli Defense Forces are widely
known for their military prowess. We
need to remember, however, that the IDF
is much more than a potent defender of
Israel’s territory and civilians. Israel’s
military has played an important role in
forming the national identity and in
building the country’s economy and
social institutions. Immigrants to Israel
have come from countries as culturally
diverse as Poland, Morocco, Ethiopia,
and India. Although these immigrants
shared a commitment to Zionism, most
did not speak modern Hebrew when they
arrived. Some were deeply religious,
whereas others were fervently secular.

Israel’s military conscription brings
together young men and women who are
observant and nonreligious, Ashkenazi
and Mizrahi, sabras (Israeli born) and
recent immigrants, and both the affluent

and disadvantaged. The IDF provides
Hebrew instruction for new arrivals from
Russia, Ethiopia, and other parts of the
Diaspora. Disadvantaged youth receive
remedial math and reading instruction.
As part of their military training, recruits
attend seminars on Jewish history and on
the history, geography, and environment
of Israel. As the Jewish Agency for Israel
has concluded, “The Israeli army is...a
school for national identity and unity.”
IDF service has also made a substantial
contribution to development of the
Israeli economy during the past 70 years.
Many draftees learn technical skills that
serve them well in the job market after
several years of military service. For
those who serve in combat units, the
transition to civilian employment can be
more difficult. As a result, the IDF now
offers combat soldiers several months of
training in cybersecurity and other
technical fields as their three years of

service draw to a close.

There is also a connection between
IDF service and Israel’s dynamic high-
tech sector. Junior officers are rewarded
for flexibility and initiative — traits that
encourage innovation. The top 1 percent
of high school students are invited to join
Academic Reserve units of the IDF.
Before and during service in these elite
units, young Israelis receive university
training in science, engineering, computer
science or Middle East studies. Veterans
of these units have launched some of the
startup ventures for which Israel has
become famous.

Another important role of the IDF has
been its promotion of inclusiveness in
Israeli society. Since 1999, there have
been combat units in which haredi (ultra-
Orthodox) volunteers can serve while
remaining observant. Many of these
recruits had no work experience prior to
their IDF service but 88% of the haredi

veterans have integrated into the labor
market. Until the late 1990s, there were
no women in combat units. Today most
combat positions (pilots and special
forces, for example) are open to women.
The IDF has also found a place for young
men and women with special needs. Unit
9900, for example, is an intelligence team
that relies on the acute visual skills of
those on the autism spectrum to interpret
satellite images. During the recent
pandemic, Prime Minister Netanyahu
ordered the IDF to take responsibility for
ensuring that seniors and other vulnerable
members of society receive food and
medicine in their homes. These and other
fascinating examples demonstrate that
today’s IDF continues to be much more
than an army.

Richard England is a retired educator
who lives in Durham. He loves to visit and
learn more about Israel.
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New vouchers, enhanced program
offerings, flexible dates, and risk-free
registration make summer travel to
Israel with BBYO more accessible than
ever before

WASHINGTON, DC—For teens
considering a summer program in Israel,
2021 is the year to embark and BBYO is
here to make it happen. BBYO is thrilled
to announce a limited number of $3,000
travel vouchers open to Jewish teens in
North America regardless of need. With
a 60+ year track record of delivering
one-of-a-kind program options and
experiences in Israel, BBYO is excited to
provide even more teens with the
opportunity to experience Israel next
summer with the availability of $3,000
RootOne travel vouchers. There has
never been a better time to make the
dream of exploring Israel a reality for
Jewish teens.

Beyond increasing the affordability of
summer travel to Israel, BBYO has
enhanced and expanded its offerings for
2021, with programs, flexibility, and dates

Zsrael Uews and Evenis

BBYO Offering $3,000 Travel Vouchers to
Jewish Teens to Journey to Israel in Summer 2021

to fit any interest and schedule. Whether
teens want to hike through desert
canyons, swim in the Mediterranean,
explore Israeli society and culture, or
build  their own electives-based
experience, BBYO offers something for
everyone with a rich and varied summer
2021 program lineup. And to allay any
concerns families might have about
planning ahead for next summer in an
uncertain environment, registration for
BBYO summer programs is totally risk-
free, with deposits fully refundable
through March 2, 2021.

“Now more than ever, teens need
programs that allow them to unwind,
explore, get outdoors, have fun, and
recharge,” said Robyn Judelsohn, Senior
Vice President of Immersive

Experiences at BBYO. “Israel as a
backdrop not only offers all of this, but
also allows teens to connect with their
heritage and their peers—things so
needed amid the current upheaval in
their lives. With the variety of programs
we offer, the availability of $3,000
vouchers, and risk-free refundable, we

expect our Israel travel programs to fill
up very quickly for next summer.”

The RootOne Initiative is seeded
through the generosity of The Marcus
Foundation, and is powered by The
Jewish Education Project. RootOne
travel vouchers may also be applied to
opportunities that connect a BBYO
program in Israel with other BBYO
travel and leadership experiences in
Europe and North America, for an even
fuller ~ summer of  exploration.
Furthermore, vouchers may be
combined with need-based scholarships
and community funds to help defray the
cost of travel even further for families.

A complete overview of BBYO’s 2021
Israel travel programs and voucher
information can be found at
bbyopassport.org/israel-2021/.

About BBYO:

BBYO is the leading pluralistic Jewish
teen movement aspiring to involve more
Jewish teens in more meaningful Jewish
experiences. For more than 95 years,
BBYO's leadership programs the Aleph
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Zadik Aleph (AZA, high school
fraternity) and the B’nai B’rith Girls
(BBG, high school sorority) have been
providing exceptional leadership
programs and identity enrichment
experiences, shaping the confidence and
character of more than 400,000 alumni
who are among the most prominent
figures in business, politics, academia,
the arts, and Jewish communal life. Now,
BBYO’s network of Jewish teens, alumni,
parents, volunteers, and philanthropists
serves as the Jewish community’s most
valuable platform for delivering to the
post Bar/Bat Mitzvah audience fun,
meaningful, and affordable experiences.
With year-round activities in hundreds
of local communities and inspiring
world-wide travel experiences, BBYO’s
broad program menu enables teens to
explore areas of leadership, service, civic
engagement, Israel education, and
Jewish values.

BBYO Immersives LLC represents
BBYO’s groundbreaking initiative for
Jewish travel and service-learning
experiences.

Hadassah Volunteers in the
Fight Against COVID-19

By Michele Bank

At a time when it seems that the entire
world is in need of healing, Hadassah
Hospital FEin Kerem is providing
extraordinary patient care to victims of
COVID-19 in Israel, searching for
treatments and cures, and sharing its
pioneering protocols with countries
around the globe. Here at home in the
US, with all in-person national and local
Hadassah events cancelled, Hadassah
volunteers throughout the country are
working virtually to keep everyone
informed, engaged, and inspired.

Hadassah@home offers a myriad of
online webinars and podcasts for you to
view at home. Go to Hadassah.org and
enter podcasts or webinars in the box on
the upper left of the page, and click
ENTER. One webinar is, “Treasures of
the Hadassah Archives: A Virtual Tour of
the Hadassah Collection.” This is a

fascinating online program hosted by
Melanie Meyers, Director of Collections
and Engagement at the American Jewish
Historical Society in New York City. Seen
from inside the archives, and by slideshow,
you will view rare documents, photos and
artifacts.  Ms. Meyers describes the
background of this extensive collection
that tell the full story of Hadassah’s
history. Included are children’s art projects
from pre-State Israel, an “Esther doll”
contest prize, a recorded speech from John
F. Kennedy to Hadassah members in
1963, vintage cookbooks and more.

On October 22 at 7:30 PM, National
Hadassah’s virtual book club, “One
Book, One Hadassah”, will be meeting
on Zoom to discuss Other People’s Pets
by R.L. Maizes. You can sign up to join
on the Hadassah website.

For more information about
Hadassah, please contact Michele Bank
at michele.bank@gmail.com.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
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America’s First Israeli Art
Lending Library Launched
at Northeastern University

BOSTON, MA—At a time when so-
cial distancing will limit student trips to
Israel and in-person campus program-
ming, Northeastern University Hillel, the
Consulate General of Israel to New Eng-
land and Returning the Sparks announc-
es the launch of the first-ever Israeli Art
Lending Library (IALL).

The innovative public-private partner-
ship will be housed at Northeastern Uni-
versity, and it will allow students the op-
portunity to bring a piece of Israeli art
back to their dorm rooms for the year.
Art lending libraries exist at several uni-
versities, including Harvard University,
the University of Chicago, and the Uni-
versity of California, Berkeley, however
this is the first art lending library to
showcase Israeli artists.

“Although Zoom events can do a lot,
they can’t replace live events and tactile
experiences,” stated Gilad Skolnick, Ex-
ecutive Director of Northeastern Univer-
sity Hillel. “There’s a reason why we are
willing to spend so much to go to Broad-
way or Fenway Park, when it’s free and

so much easier to see much of the same
on TV. Tangible events and things reso-
nate in a different way. We're wired for
experience. The genius of this art lending
library is that it brings a tangible piece of
Israel-something personal and uplifting
that the student selects — directly to them
for daily enjoyment.”

“I listened this spring as foundations
shared concerns that short-term immer-
sive Israel trips for college students stood
to be compromised for the Fall of 2020,
without a clear alternative, due to the
need for COVID-19 social distancing,”
shared Arinne Braverman, Executive Di-
rector of Returning the Sparks, a non-
profit which helps connect Jews with Ju-
daism and Israel. “I figured if we couldn’t
bring students on short trips to Israel and
we couldn’t educate through in-person
events, we’'d bring a piece of Israel home
to students and have the process itself be
educational, while incorporating their
personal preferences. It would be great to
see other campuses launch Israel art

Israeli Art continued on next page
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Israeli Art continued from page 16

lending libraries as well,” added Braver-
man who conceived of and spearheaded
the IALL initiative.

The TALL website (IsraclArtNU.com)
provides a social distancing-friendly
means for selecting Israeli art, while
granting an opportunity for students to
learn more about the art’s subject and
origin from the safety of one’s own dorm.

Framed Israeli prints, photographs, and
original pieces were curated based on feed-
back Northeastern University Hillel re-
ceived from student leader focus groups
this summer. The selections represent Isra-
el’s diverse society, and include selections by
Jewish, Christian, Muslim, and LGBTQ
Israelis, as well as artists with disabilities.

“Israeli society is a mix of different cul-
tural backgrounds and identities, and as
an innovative democracy with a rich his-
tory, it produces a variety of messages
that reflect the diversity of perspectives,
experiences and thinking of its people.
We are glad to be able to show a little
piece of our country through the intimate
lens of art,” added Daniel Agranov, Dep-
uty Consul General of Israel to New
England. “TIALL allows us to actively
support a diverse array of Israeli artists
during a challenging global economy,
while providing students with resources
to learn more about our country through
related articles and maps.”

Some of the art that will be available
include:

“Serenity” by Benjamin S. Tagger: Tag-
ger's art represents him as a gay young
architect, playing with and exploring the
lines between masculinity, geographic

boundaries, colors, and his obsession
with maps. According to the artist, a
symbolic description of space, represent-
ing the world in an abstract manner, a
map is never neutral.

“Face” by an anonymous Yemin Orde
youth artist: Yemin Orde Youth Village is a
home, school and safe haven for 430 at-
risk youth from around the world. With
the help of Yemin Orde’s team of dedicat-
ed educators and professionals, plus its
successful “Village Way’ methodology and
its popular art therapy program, fragile
youth receive a quality education and heal
in a supportive and loving environment
that allows them to gain confidence, self-
esteem, grow and thrive.

“Enid” by Shimon Wanda: Wanda is a
multi-disciplinary contemporary Ethiopi-
an Israeli artist from Kiryat Haim. He be-
gan drawing at a very young age as a self-
taught artist who believes in testing the
limits and exploring various techniques.

“Bride from Yemen” by Shai Yossef:
Yossef was born in Rosh Ha’ain and of-
ten uses his art to engage in social issues.
He likes to “sculpt” his artworks on can-
vas, and he is known for his oil paintings
which are influenced by social values and
the Bible.

“Moving into my freshman dorm was
nerve racking enough, and having com-
pletely bare walls didn’t help,” stated
Northeastern student, Maya Michalewicz.
“This art lending program will be a great
way to both connect students to their Jew-
ish homes, and bring color and art to their
new homes! I'm excited for this Israeli art
program to begin, and to decorate the col-
lege homes of so many students, and bring
the community together!”

Tocent Evenis

Swastika Painted on
Raymond High School Sign

By Tony Schinella

This article first appeared in Patch on
August 24 and is reprinted with their
permission.

RAYMOND, NH — Police in nearby
Raymond are investigating a vandalism
incident involving a Nazi symbol painted
on a sign at the high school Monday.

A Swastika was found around 6 a.m.
on a sign near the entrance of the school
by facilities staffers at the school who
removed the sign and then, contacted
police. Both police and the school
district have investigations underway.

The swastika, a hate symbol associated

with antisemitism worldwide, noted Steve
Woodward, the principal of the school.

"Hate speech is not tolerated in the
Raymond School District,” he said.
"Our mission is to ensure that our
students, faculty and staff have a safe,
welcome, and nurturing educational
community, and we will not stand for
hatred and intolerance."

Tina McCoy, the superintendent of
the school district, intends to reach out
to the Anti-Defamation League of New
England, to draw upon its nationally-
recognized guidance and resources on
how best respond to and prevent acts of
hatred and antisemitism in town.

Book Review

Reviewed by Merle Carrus

A Bend in the Stars,
by Rachel Barenbaum

Such a beautifully written novel. Ra-
chel Barenbaum has created a version of
the world in Russia, at the
time of the eclipse, that is
completely believable. So
many times, while reading
the book, I paused to
double check a name or
even the cover of the
book to remind myself
that it was all fiction, and
not really based on a real
person of history.

This is a story of a
young Russian Jew, who is
working on the theory of
relativity at the same time
that Einstein is develop-
ing his theory. This is a story of Russia
on the brink of war. This is a story about
Vanya and Miri, two Jewish siblings liv-
ing with their grandmother after the
death of their parents in an accident.
Their grandmother, who escaped from
Russian pogroms against Jews, has
brought these siblings up, teaching them
to watch their back and be wary at all
times. Now, with the start of the war in
1914, they are again up against prejudice
and are hoping to escape to America.
This is also a love story, about how one’s
love for another is stronger than the out-
side forces of evil.

Vanya is studying the science of relativ-
ity at the university, and realizes that he is
close to beating Einstein, if he can only
get to see the eclipse firsthand and have a
photograph of the event. With this infor-
mation, he has been invited to bring his
family to Harvard to teach. It will be his
way of helping his family escape the hor-
rors of Russia.

Miri is also an exceptional student. She
has been given the education to become a
doctor, something extremely unheard of

A NOVEL

in Russia in 1914. When she realizes her
brother's fate is in jeopardy—as he travels
to see the eclipse—she fol-
lows him to warn him.

Vanya travels with Miri's
fiancé, and together, they
fight their way across the
country toward this unusu-
al goal. Miri sets out to fol-
low them, accompanied by
a wounded Jewish soldier
who has escaped his unit.
She helped save his life,
medically, and he wants to
return the favor by protect-
ing her as she travels. There
is intrigue, as they defy the
odds against soldiers and
others willing to sell out a Jew for money.
There is romance, and the race against the
clock and time.

While reading this terrific novel, you
also learn about relativity, the bending of
light, and the scientific understanding and
misconceptions of that era, in regard to
telling time, clocks, and how time is set.
Today, when we look at a clock, we know
that all across the world, everyone is look-
ing at the same clock: back then, though,
time could be off by minutes from place to
place, or country to country.

Rachel is a prolific writer and reviewer
for the LA Review of Books, the Tel
Aviv Review of Books and Dead Dar-
lings. She is an Honorary Research As-
sociate at the Hadassah-Brandeis Insti-
tute, and a graduate of GrubStreet’s
Novel Incubator. A Bend in the Stars,
her debut novel, has been named a New
York Times Summer Reading Selection
and a Barnes & Noble Discover Great
New Writers selection. It is also a Bos-
ton Globe Bestseller. Rachel’s second
novel, Atomic Anna, will be forthcom-
ing from Grand Central, in 2022.
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JFNH Tributes

Received by August 10, 2020

- 4

Campaign
Dr. Lessa Ann Brill and Mr. John Wallace in memory of Leon, Phyllis and
Howard Brill

Irma and Gary Wallin Young Leadership Fund
Edward Carleton in memory of Irma Wallin

Kushner-Tumen Family Children’s Fund

From Norm and Andy Kushner for the birth of their granddaughter Zoey
Paige Kushner

From Norm and Andy Kushner wishing Rabbi Beth Davidson a speedy
recovery

Arlene Levy Fishbein and Leon Cornell to Norm and Andy Kushner on
the birth of their granddaughter Zoey Paige Kushner

Bernice Taube on the birth of Norm and Andy’s granddaughter Zoey
Paige Kushner

Simchas

New! B’nai mitzvah, engagement, wed-
ding or new baby in the family? Share
your happiness with the community
with a notice in the Reporter's new
Simchas section. Your $36 payment
will support JFNH's nonprofit mis-
sion. Submit a short notice and photo
to  thereporter@jewishnh.org  or
JFNH, 273 South River Road, Unite
#5, Bedford, NH 03110.

When submitting a Letter to the
Editor, please include your name,
town of residence, and contact in-
formation. Letters to the Editor
must be under 300 words in length
to be considered for publication.
Send your letter by email to the re-
porter@jewishnh.org with “letter
to the editor” in the subject line.

ANNOUNCING OUR

CAR Donation Program
* Free pick-up ﬁ
W

Jewish Federation

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

TURNING CARS INTO CARE

- # To Donate, Call Today Toll Free
866-985-4483

* Tax receipt given

* No smog required

www.jewishnh.org

JFNH Tribute Cards:
A Double Mitzvah

Sending a tribute card from the Jewish Federation
of New Hampshire is one of the best ways to honor
someone for any simcha, e.g. birthday, anniversary,
bar/bat mitzvah. Itis also the perfect way to say
“Thank you” or to send your condolences.

Your JFNH tribute card serves double duty by
helping to support the vital programs serving the
New Hampshire Jewish Community.

All tributes will be listed in The Reporter.

Amount of Contribution:
d810 Qa8%18 Q%36 1 Other$

Designated to the following fund:
d Annual Campaign

Jd Friends of the Reporter
(A NH Jewish Film Festival
3 PJ] Library

d Senior Programs

A Social Services

3 Other:

Contribution: [Jin honor [_J in memoryof  [Jon the occasion of

Name of Tribute Card recipient

Address of Tribute Card recipient

Name of Sender

Address of Sender

Make your check payable to “Jewish Federation of NH”
and mail with this form to: Jewish Federation of NH
273 South River Road, #5, Bedford, NH 03110

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
Tell Them You Saw Their Ad in The Reporter!
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Business & ?Vg%m’am/ Services

AUTOBODY REPAIR

Prestige Auto Body, Inc.
200 Frontage Rd., Manchester
(603) 669-0015
Put your body in good hands!
www.prestigeab.com

DENTAL SERVICES

ENDODONTICS

Douglas J. Katz, DMD, PC
Katz Endodontics
1310 Hooksett Rd., Hooksett

Linder Dental Associates, P.C.
Pediatric, Ortho, Adult, Oral Surgery
72 South River Rd.
Bedford, NH. 03110
(603) 624-3900
www.lindnerdental.com

Elizabeth Sandler Spindel, DMD
Victoria Spindel Rubin, DMD
862 Union St., Manchester

(603) 669-9049

FINANCIAL SERVICES

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNERS

ATTORNEYS

Devine, Millimet & Branch, PA.
Steven Gohen, Esq., LLM, GPA
scohen@dmb.com (603) 695-8504
Estate Planning, Corporate,
Mergers & Acquisitions
111 Amherst St., Manchester

Alyse Savage, REALTOR
Matching People with Properties
CONTACT Alyse at 603-493-2026
Alyse@patclanceyrealty.com
Pat Clancey Realty
151 Amherst Street, Nashua 603-883-6565

Norman J. Silber Esq.
Licensed in Florida and New Hampshire
Florida Real Estate
Florida Probate & Trust Administration
njs@silbersnh.com

Mark Wisan, NH Realtor
Lig Properties, LLC.
50 Main Street, Antrim, NH 03440
Cell: 917-770-4842, 603-801-7711

drdoug@drdougkatz.com Daniel Cohen, GFP © 603-293-0565 Gilford .mark.lig;')rope.rties@g.mail.com.
(603) 628-2891 Cohen Investment Advisors Sari Ann Strasburg, Attorney, CPA http://www.linkedin.com/in/markwisan
GENERAL DENTISTRY 264 South River Road, Suite 422 Strasburg Law PLLC
Bedford, NH 03110 sari@straslaw.com
5?:’;&;; gfrt:et (603) 232-8350 603-471-0474 Bedford, NH

Business Law Firm for Manufacturing,
Service, and Technology Companies

PERSONAL INJURY LAW

Stephen E. Borofsky, Esq.
Borofsky, Amodeo-Vickery & Bandazian, P.A.
708 Pine Street, Manchester
(603) 625-6441
shorofsky@attorneysnh.com

www.investwithcohen.com
Bow NH, 03304

603-224-3151
office@bowfamilydentistry.com
www.bowfamilydentistry.com

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

Penchansky & Co. PLLC CPAS
70 Stark Street
Manchester, NH 03101
(603) 647-2400
davidp@penchansky.com
Tax, Accounting, Auditing, Business Advisors

T\

Jewish Federation

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

Advertise
in our
Business & Professional
Services Directory.
Call JFNH office at

603-627-7679
or contact our sales rep.

No@st

Computer Services

ME Tech, NE Time, NE Ware =

Eric M. LaFleur
Jonathan E. Baron

PLUMBING, HEATING
[ fesciie EATE ISR TENS
Master Lic# 2408C

“Service is our Business”

603-668-5468 m 800-439-8797 m Fax 603-623-8591
257 Bridge Street m Manchester, NH 03104
info@tromblyplumbing.com = www.tromblyplumbing.com

Phone: 978.373.1010
www.NECompServices.com

Y
Y®U
U

JAPANESE BISTRO

143 Essex Street, Suite 709
Haverhill, MA 01832

Michelle Harrison
(603) 437-0167
RunFree94@yahoo.com

Alan J Green, MD
Certified Mohel TJa0m S

Discover refreshing sushi and Asian-fusion cuisine in Southern NH!

150 Broad Street, #4
Nashua, NH 03063
(603) 882-8337
http:/www.youyoubistro.com/ n

603-440-3444 www.mohelNH.com
Over 40 years of experience in New England

www.jewishnh.org
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S LI G H T Register today for the
FREE Israel Film Series
In advance online at https://Ip.constantcontactpages.com/su/IAmDgYO/israel
ON ISRAEL F I LM SERI ES By phone (603) 627-7679 through the Jewish Federation Office,
Monday-Thursday, 9 AM- 3 PM

ﬁ Jewish Federation ’ lsrael Engagement and Information: Call (603) 627-7679 or visit www.jewishnh.org.

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE | Education Commitee On Facebook, visit Jewish Federation of New Hampshire.

SRIEL
IR X
| ;'n?ée'"“

Director: Director: Director:
Micah Smith Wayne Kopping Wayne Kopping
Documentary Documentary/Drama Documentary
2019, Israel 2014, Israel 2011, Israel
60 minutes 80 Minutes 55 Minutes
Hebrew with English, Hebrew English
English subtitles ()
Sustainable Nation Beneath the Helmut: From High School Israel Inside: How a Small Nation
Thursday, October 15, 6:00 PM to the Home Front Makes a Big Difference
Post film discussion with Producer/Writer, Thursday, November 12, 6:00 PM Thursday, December 17, 6:00 PM
Rebecca Shore on Sunday, October 18, 2:00 PM Post film discussion /time scheduled TBA Post film discussion/time scheduled TBA
Sustainable Nation, a compelling documentary, follows Sunday, November 15 Sunday, December 20
three individuals who are bringing innovative and . i L , ,
sustainable water solutions de?/elg ed in Israel to an Beneath.the Helmet:From ffigh SChO-OI fo the Home Fronf Is (ael Inside: How a Small Nation M qkes aB 9
; : ) P is a coming-of-age story. The film highlights five Israeli Difference, focuses on the human side behind Israel’s
InCreaSmeg thlrsty planet. hlgh school graduates who are drafted into the army to accomplishmentsl emphasizing the core character
defend their country. Appeals to audiences of all ages, in traits and deep-seated values that enable Israelis

particular teenagers and young adults. to succeed.

Film seriesis FREE. | FREE Israel Film Series

Suggested donation All films premiere on Thursday afternoons at 6:00 PM and are available for streaming for 72 hours.
of$18 supports JFNH ZOOM post film discussions are scheduled on Sunday afternoons, October 18, November 15, and December 20, 2020.
. The link and password for each film and ZOOM event link will be sent to all registered attendees by email by 4:00 PM
Israel Committee on the (Thursday) streaming dates for each virtual film and the post film discussion event.

programs. | ApvANCE REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE ISRAEL FILM SERIES.
TITLE SPONSOR: DR. MICHAEL & EVELYN MILLER

GOLD SPONSORS

¥ o THE
X ‘:?"IntermarketTng
x—> GroupLic

w%@
GrinleyCrentive /70 2IRLS g\,\;,,n&

VIRTUAL VIEWING SPACE IS LIMITED TO A SET NUMBER OF VIEWERS, PLEASE REGISTER EARLY.
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