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Dear Friends,

We begin our message in this issue of Federation FOCUS with a very special thank 
you to everyone who attended and/or participated in our 30th Anniversary celebra-
tion over the past 12 months. It was wonderful to see so many of you helping us 
celebrate our Jewish Federation. We are grateful that our Jewish Federation has been 
able to bring our community together through our programs and services these past 
thirty years. 

We also want to extend our appreciation to those who have supported our 30th  
Anniversary campaign thus far. The funds we have raised will help support our work 
and bring new efforts to our community as we begin the next thirty years. 

This issue of Federation FOCUS provides a brief look back over the past 12 months. 
We are highlighting our 30th Anniversary Celebration brunch and exciting new and 
some exciting new and innovative ways our Jewish Federation is planning to enhance 
what will be offered in our community. 

All of what we do is made possible through the generosity and support of community 
members like you. We truly could not ensure a strong and vibrant voice in our com-
munity without you. Together, we continue to strengthen and enhance Jewish life in 
the greater San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys.
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In celebration of our 30th Anniversary, we spoke with our Jewish Federation Presidents and asked them to share 
with us their memories, thoughts, and experiences as President. Some of their comments were interwoven in our 
30th Anniversary retrospective video that is available to be viewed at www.jewishsgpv.org/30thcelebration

“It is amazing to me all the things that have 
sprung out of the Jewish Federation of the 
Greater San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys 
since we established it 30 years ago.”

- Jose Reines
1993 - 1994

“It has been wonderful to see that, over the 
past thirty years, there have been so many 
changes in the community, but the Jewish 
Federation is still here, doing all it does.” 

- Doug Graff
1997 - 1998

“Our Jewish Federation has really expanded 
its role, not only in the cultural things that 
it offers but also in giving people a place 
to identify. The advocacy work our Jewish 
Federation does has been instrumental in 
communicating to the secular population 
how we feel and making sure our voices are 
heard.” 

- Alan Whitman
2002 - 2003

“I got involved and have remained involved 
because I just love the Jewish people. My 
parents instilled this in me, and that’s why I 
did it and still support it. It is not about me 
or how much money I give; it’s about how 
much you’re keeping this Jewish community 
going and the love of the people.”

- Mike Stephen
2006 - 2007

“What has been great about being involved 
in the Jewish Federation is that you got to 
know, meet, and work with people through-
out our local Jewish community. So you 
become good friends with people from all 
over the San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys. It 
just really opened up my eyes to the much 
bigger Jewish community that we have that’s 
available.” 

-Jim Schaefer
2008 - 2010

“The Jewish Federation has always had an im-
portant role in bringing our community together. 
I hope that the Jewish Federation continues to 
go from strength to strength over the next thirty 
years.”

- Gretchen Edwalds-Gilbert
2011 - 2012

“Since I became involved, I have seen the Jewish 
Federation grow and grow in the eyes of the com-
munity… grow in programming… grow in fundrais-
ing…grow in respect for us. And what we do and 
what our purpose is. I know that the community 
at large respects us and views us as the voice of 
the Jewish community.” 

- Stu Miller
2013 - 2015

“One of the things I appreciate the most is that 
anytime there’s a disaster that involves a Jew, 
our Jewish Federation is on top of it. And look 
what they have done, going out to all of the cities 
around us to fight against antisemitism. Being in-
volved all these years has given me so much that 
I’m the one that should be thankful. It’s given me 
a community. It’s given me activities… it’s given 
me a life.”

- Marcia Alper 
2016 - 2017

“In recent times, it’s been increasingly important 
that our larger community have a voice that is 
heard. Through its leadership, the Jewish Federa-
tion has taken positions on many issues that have 
confronted our community in recent times. And I 
think the entire community is stronger and more 
represented than it ever has been in the past, and 
that is thanks to our Jewish Federation.”

- John Carlton
2018 - 2021

“I think that we, as an organization, bring a lot 
to our community in both of our valleys and we 
help to bring the Jewish community together as 
a voice and as a larger community where people 
can get together. What I have grown to learn is 
that our Jewish Federation is very much a focal 
point in our community. We are very active in 
both our programming and being out there for 
political issues, for community issues… for any-
thing that we are needed for.” 

- Julie Solberg
2022 - Present 

“The beauty of the Jewish Federation is that 
it brings Jews together, and that makes me 
smile.”

- Cathy Michaels Krasner
1999 - 2001
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OUR VISION
The Jewish Federation of the Greater 
San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys is a 
resource for everything Jewish in the 
greater San Gabriel and Pomona Val-
leys. We are a safe place for people 
to find their way into and connect 

with both their Judaism and the Jew-
ish community. The programs and 

services we provide celebrate Jewish 
community and create opportunities 
for people to engage with the beauty 
and richness of Jewish culture. And, 
we are the Jewish voice for our local 
community, the eyes and ears who 

serve to locally educate and promote 
Judaism and Jewish life. 
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During our 30th Anniversary Celebration in June, our Executive Director, Jason Moss, provided an outlook of 
what is currently being considered as the organization begins its next 30 years. He shared the following vision:

•	 Continue to expand our Jewish Federation’s role as the community’s Jewish representative, including 
increased involvement with the Jewish Public Affairs Committee of California (JPAC) to effectively commu-
nicate Jewish interests and issues to the California Legislative Jewish Caucus. 

•	 Revive our dormant Jewish Community Relations Council to address the growing anti-Jewish and anti-
Israel sentiment in our community as a top short-term priority. 

•	 Consider bringing One Happy Camper to our community, a national program that provides first-time 
campers with $1,000 scholarships to attend a Jewish overnight summer camp, aiming to strengthen a 
child’s Jewish identity and keep them engaged into adulthood. 

•	 Find a permanent home for our Jewish Federation to serve as a community center, large enough to bring 
our community together. We plan to explore this possibility over the next few years.

We will keep the community informed about these and other new opportunities as we work to impact and 
strengthen our local Jewish community. We look forward to continuing our work to ensure that the Jewish 
community of the greater San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys remains strong and vibrant for the next 30 years.

LOOKING AHEAD...

THANK YOU
To all those who have supported our “30 for 30” anniversary campaign.  Your generosity helps ensure that our Jewish Federation  

will continue to strengthen and enhance Jewish life in our community now and into the future.
Donations listed are as of July 26, 2024.

$30,000+
Anonymous
Neil Brown and  
   Karen Hochman Brown
Harvey and Ellen Knell
Jerry and Terri Kohl
Barbara Levinson
Mickey and Lee Segal
Gail and David Snyder
Alan and Sandy Whitman

$3,000 - $29,999
Nikki Ann and 
   Howard Applebaum
Mickey and  
   Mary Ann Bernath
Avi Bilu and Stacie Sulak
John and Nancy Carlton
Ruth and Richard Goldstein
David Levy
Lori and Bob McKenna
Samuel and Ferrel Salen 
Julie Solberg and  
   Ted Chandler

$300-$2,999
Marcia Alper
Clint and  
   Rochelle Arsenault 
William and  
   Francine Baker
Julie Bank
Clint and Merrily Basham
Ronni and Richard Bergman
Avi Bilu and Stacie Sulak
Ira and Virginia Blitz

Dr. Bonnie Buratti and  
   Dr. Kai Lam
Stanley and Denise Butman
Judy and Philip Callahan
Yvonne Cheyney and  
   Simon Saul
Dr. Louis Friedman
Julie Gamberg
Ellen Gervase
Sandy and Judith Grabiner
Michael and  
   Susan Grosbard 
Susan and Phillip Hain
Karen Jacobson and  
   Jerome Schwartz
Linda and Frank Jones
Herbert Kanigher
Sheree and Josh Kaplan
Dr. Stuart Kerridge
Cathy Krasner
Rabbi Jonathan and 
   Karen Kupetz
David and Ina Labowitz
Randall and Janell Lewis
Marc and Tina Lowenthal
Lawrence Lurvey and  
   Elena Martinez
Jeanine and Stuart Mann 
Scott and Susan Marnoy
Stuart and Stacy Miller 
Jason and Rachel Moss
Deborah Noble and  
   Erich Schlecht
Pasadena Jewish Temple 
   and Center Sisterhood
Dan Reines
Lillie and Jose Reines

Oran and Julie Reznik
Fernando and  
   Linda Roth
Aty Rotter 
Louis Rubenstein
Jim and Denise Schaefer
Michael and Tamara Silver
Lewis and Victoria Snow
Steve and Rene Steinberg
Adam Stephen
Sam and Carol Tanenbaum

$30-$299
Michael and  
   Marguerite Abrams
Ian Alper 
Jeff and Nicole Aptekar
Ellen Ardman
Julie Bank
Gerald and Glenda Berman
Cantor Ruth Berman Harris
Ava Besbris
Jim and Laurie Borer
Tina and Adam Brooks
Benjamin and Lynn Broudy
Barbara A. Brown
William Bucholtz
Patricia Bunin
Betsy  and Steve Conovitz
Alan Coren and  
   Pamela Winston Coren
Michael DiRosa
Janet and Stephen Edberg
Nora Eidelberg
Daphna Enzer and  
   Ken Zangill
Rabbi Stephen Epstein 

Dr. Alan Fisher
Charles and Kandra Fisher
Morlene Fisher
Tamara and Bradley Fisher
Dr. Stephen Forman
Helen Franke
Helen Frazin 
Maggie and Jan Freed
Marsha Godwin
Norm and Sharon Gold
Ellen Goldman
Leslie and John Golper
Douglas and Cindy Graff
Lori Gross
Dr. Michael Gurevitch and  
   Lori Wynstock
Trudy Hayes
Sue Hogan
Robin Ijams
Marc Isaacson
Luisa and Saul Jaffe
Bill Joseph
Andrea F. Kelly
Michael and Janet Klekner
David and Ina Labowitz
Bryan Langholz and  
   Susan Auerbach
Shana Levin and  
   Peter Mendel
Phil and Shirley Liff-Grieff
Shira Liff-Grieff
George Loew
Marilyn Lubarsky
Vina Manghera-Jones
Renay and Howard Marcus
Raul Martinez and  
   Bonnie Pais

Linda and Elliott Mazur
Harold and Lilian Metlitzky
Alan and Lanie Moss
Preston and  
   Pilar Oppenheimer
Donald and Frances Pollock
Allan Porush
Jan Robertson
Shoshana and  
   Richard Rosenbaum
Arthur and Heather Ross
Robert and Janice Rubino
Robert Schatz
Rabbi Rick Schechter
Dan and Robin Schiff
Doris and Hervey Segall
Larry and  
   Annette Sharfstein 
Gerald Shutman
Paul and Nancy Spiegel
Bernard Starkman
Kathleen Steiner
Jon and Felicity Swerdlow
Janet Wall
Susan and Richard Weiner
Joel Wilk
Steve Wingis
Edward Wolf and  
   Helen Morran-Wolf
Dr. Robert Wolf
Ruth Wolman
Jim Younessi
Victor and Diana Zlotnicki
Laura Zuckerman



The Chesed Society brings  
together visionary leaders and support-
ers who are dedicated to help the Jewish 
Federation build and strengthen the Jewish 
community here in the greater San Gabriel 
and Pomona Valleys. 

Consider joining fellow  
supporters by becoming part of the Chesed 
Society.

To learn more and join contact Jason Moss:
Email: jmoss@jewishsgpv.org 
Phone: 626-445-0810 x 305

2022 CHESED SOCIETY MEMBERS

VISIONARY 
($10,000 and above)
Bob Aronoff
Harvey & Ellen Knell
Jerry & Terri Kohl
Henry & Rita Krieger
Barbara Ryder Levinson
Samuel & Ferrel Salen
Mark & Arleen Segal
David & Gail Snyder
Eugene & Mindy Stein
Alan & Sandy Whitman
Amy Whitman

LEADER 
($5,000 - $9,999)
Marcia E. Alper
Nikki Ann &  
Howard Applebaum
Neil Brown & 
Karen Hochman Brown
Alexandra Douglas
Betty Fishman
Ruth & Richard Goldstein
Dr. Eve Kirschner
Michael & Deborah Klein
Lori & Bob McKenna
Debby & Jack Singer
Loretta & Lester Slifkin
Julie Solberg &  
Ted Chandler

SUSTAINER 
($2,500 - $4,999)
William & Francine Baker
Mary Ann &  
Michael Bernath
Ira & Virginia Blitz
Judith & Philip Callahan
John & Nancy Carlton
Sidney & Milly Jones
Sheila & Stanley Kay
Stuart & Stacy Miller
Athalia F. Rotter
Katherine & Jacob Sapiro
Ruth Slater
Sandra Turkel
Rita Warshaw

BUILDER 
($1,000 - $2,499)
Lynette Austin 
Paul & Josette Bellan
Sidney & Helene Blumner
Bonnie Buratti &  
Kai S. Lam
Eri & Judith Cohen
Dr. Stephen Forman
Ellen Gervase
Gretchen & Gary Gilbert
Josh & Sharon Golberg
Margery &  
Gerald Goldman

Edeena & Brian Gordon
Kenneth Gross &
Jan-Jan Wu
Valerie Gumbiner Weiss & Aaron 
Weiss
Bryan & Marina Jick
Janet Kadin
Scott & Susan Marnoy
Dr. Mildred Milgrom
Joshia & Janice Pais
Oran Reznik & 
Julie Albrecht-Reznik
Ruth Roberts
Paul & Linda Rourman
James & Denise Schaefer
Jack & Diane Schuster
Alice Shulman
Michael & Tamara Silver
Dr. Laura L. Sirott
Wayne & Laura Stam
Steve & Rene Steinberg
Miriam Teltser
David & Myra Weiss
Jonathon & Sarah Weisz

As of March 9, 2022

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF
In April, our Cultural Arts Program’s JFed Players brought 
the town of Anatevka here to our community with their 
staging of Fiddler on the Roof. It was the most successful 
show we have done since the program began 13 years 
ago, with many of the 11 performances playing to a sold-
out audience. The cast of 30 loved every minute of being 
on stage as they acted, danced, and sang all of their fa-
vorite songs, starting with “Tradition!” When the audience 
walked out at the very end, many expressed how they felt 
that our production was the best Fiddler on the Roof they 
had ever seen because of the wonderful acting and inti-
macy of the theater.

PASSOVER RESOURCE GUIDE AND GROCERY STORE 
OUTREACH
For the last three years, we have worked with local gro-
cery store chains (i.e., Ralph’s, Von’s, Gelson’s, and Stater 
Bros.) to increase and centralize their Passover food 
displays. Through this partnership, we have helped make 

our community aware of where the largest availability of 
Passover food is located throughout our community. This 
information has been shared as part of our annual Pass-
over Resource Guide. This guide included recipes, insights, 
family activities, and additional resources to help make 
Passover even more meaningful. It also included when our 
community partners were holding their community seders.

SHIR DELIGHTS CONCERT
On June 1st, Kol HaEmek, our community choir, held its 
15th annual Shir Delights concert at Temple Beth David. 
Since its inception, the choir’s goal has been to bring 
songs written by Jews, not necessarily Jewish music, to 
our community. This year’s concert did that, with a line-up 
of songs, mostly from American musicals and the Ameri-
can Songbook. One of the attendees’ favorite pieces was 
a wonderful medley by Rodgers and Hammerstein includ-
ing songs from many of their classical musicals. Audience 
members enjoyed it so much that many sang along. The 
choir is always looking for more singers so if you are inter-
ested, please contact Cantor Judy Sofer at  
jsofer@jewishsgpv.org.

What we have done...

CAMP GAN SHALOM 
It was another incredible 
summer at Camp Gan Sha-
lom. Every day was a new 
opportunity for our com-
munity’s youth to engage in 
new, exciting, and fun activi-
ties, all through the lens of 
Judaism, developed and im-
plemented by our camp staff 
to enrich their Jewishness 
and camp experience. When 
campers arrived, they were 
treated to such activities as 
a grand gaga battle in the yard, creating a beautiful paint-
ing, getting a chance to finally pass their swim test at the 
pool, or going to a local theater for a private movie screen-
ing. And let’s not forget our Manheegim (middle school) 
campers who developed their leadership skills while going 
on special outings like hikes at Eaton Canyon, beach and 
museum visits, the arcade, or their epic camping trip! 

30TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
Over 160 people joined us as we celebrated our Jewish 
Federation’s 30th Anniversary on Sunday, June 23. The 
event featured a 30-year retrospective video that was 
narrated by comments from our organization’s past Presi-
dents, as well as a special ceremony to honor them for 
their leadership. Jason Moss’ remarks highlighted our past 
30 years and shared what is planned for the beginning of 
our next 30 years. Mostly Kosher, the acclaimed Klezmer/
Rock band that got its start in our community, was the 
headline performer.  

The warmth and appreciation of all our Jewish Federation 
has been able to do over the past 30 years were evident 
and brought our community together

8-YEAR CALENDAR AND 2024 HIGH HOLY DAY DATES 
SENT TO LOCAL PUBLIC SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS
As we have done for over ten years, our Executive Direc-
tor sent a letter to all of our community’s Public School 
District Superintendents to provide them with the dates 
of the 2024 High Holy Days, as well as an 8-year calendar 
of the Jewish holidays. In addition, the letter also included 
a reminder that he and our Jewish Federation were avail-
able as a Jewish resource to all of the district staff. This 
proactive approach of sharing the High Holy Day dates 
has lowered the frequency of schools scheduling “major” 
events that conflict. We have heard from districts how 
much they appreciate having this information that they 
can share with their respective school site staff.

APRIL  AUGUST AUGUST



26TH ANNUAL  

JEWISH BOOK 
FESTIVAL

October 27 - December 15

We are happy to announce our

To view our 2024 author line-up and 
to RSVP, visit:  

www.jewishsgpv.org/JBF

114A W. LIME AVENUE 
MONROVIA, CA 91016
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