Addressees:
minister.edu@ontario.ca
jill.dunlop@ontario.ca
CC:
scott.allinson@ontario.ca
premier@ontario.ca
lisa.macleodco@pc.ola.org
dsachs@jewishottawa.com
TEXT:
Dear Minister Dunlop,
Jewish families in Ottawa are selling their homes and moving so that their children can go to a safer school. Jewish students and staff hide their Jewish identity out of fear. Jewish and Israeli-Canadian kids are harassed and ostracized, while classmates openly cheer for Hamas and the destruction of Israel. We need to do better.
In Ottawa, police statistics show that Jews are overwhelmingly the #1 target of hate crimes, despite making up 1% of the population. This trend is mirrored in our schools. Last year, two Ottawa students were arrested for planning a terror attack against Ottawa’s Jewish community. Another student was arrested for hate crimes at an anti-Israel school walkout. But it is the daily experiences of our students that is the real evidence of systemic antisemitism at our schools: being told that Hitler is coming to finish the job, or that they are baby-killers or Zionist-Nazis. They are told to pick up coins and are bullied to denounce Israel.  A war across the world is giving students in Ottawa an excuse to harass Jewish kids. These stories have been told in media coverage over the last year.
Last spring, delegations of Jewish parents spoke to the Ottawa-Carleton District School Board (OCDSB) Trustees, detailing the nightmarish lived experiences of their children. They were met almost entirely by silence. Only the sole Jewish trustee acknowledged their hurt while another Trustee spoke only to challenge and silence one of the Jewish parents. The Trustees have been altogether too silent on this issue. In fact, some act with disdain toward the Jewish community and their concerns, and push measures that would only make the situation worse. The OCDSB’s volunteer-led Advisory Committee on Equity has exhibited the same attitude.
The OCDSB had an opportunity to learn the extent of the problem and introduce solutions in their first Human Rights & Equity Report. That report ignored antisemitism as an issue of study, or as an upcoming concern. 
The fight against antisemitism in 2024 is a serious challenge for our society. As explained above, we are facing obstacles to that fight at the trustee, staff, and advisory level in the OCDSB. As guardians of our educational system, it is the province’s responsibility to provide a safe and inclusive school environment, conducive to learning and student wellbeing. Jewish students at the OCDSB are being denied this basic right.
We are asking for a ministerial review, to systematically study the crisis of antisemitism in our schools and find recommendations to counter it.
Our students deserve better.
Sincerely,
xxxxxx

