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The Shoah compels Jewish community 
to act on matters of social justice

‘It’s not the usual Holocaust 
Education Month theme,” said 
Bernie Farber of the keynote 
address he will deliver, November 

9, the 76th anniversary of Kristallnacht, 
at the launch of Holocaust Education 

Month in Ottawa.
That’s because he will be “looking 

forward instead of backward” with a 
lecture entitled “The Shoah: Has Never 
Again Become Again and Again?”

“We understand where bigotry can 

lead to,” said Farber whose father was a 
Holocaust survivor. “If we aren’t going to 
be the canary in the mine, who will?” he 
asked. “This is the light we have to shine 
today. When Jews stop sounding the 
warning, we’ve lost the lessons of the 
Holocaust.

“I’ve spoken in Ottawa before and told 
my story, and it’s always important for 
Jews to tell our story; that’s what we are,” 
he said. “But, this time around, I want to 
do some future-gazing. What was the real 

See Farber on page 2

Bernie Farber speaks at a demonstration organized by the Roma Community Centre in front of the Toronto offices 
of Citizenship and Immigration Canada, April 23, 2013. 

PHOTO: YOUTUBE

Bernie Farber, who will give the keynote address 
at the launch of Holocaust Education Month, 
speaks with Louise Rachlis about the urgency of not 
turning our backs on the lessons of the Holocaust.

The Shabbat 
Project comes
to Ottawa
BY MICHAEL REGENSTREIF

All of Ottawa’s Jewish congregations, rep-
resenting the entire spectrum of Jewish 
denominations, as well as other organiza-
tions that typically provide Shabbat 
services and programming, are set to parti-
cipate in The Shabbat Project, an observ-
ance of Shabbat and Jewish unity taking 
place around the world this weekend.

Ottawa’s participation in The Shabbat 
Project came together quickly after Rabbi 
Howard Finkelstein of Congregation Beit 
Tikvah wrote an article in the Ottawa 
Jewish Bulletin (“Calling all congregations! 
Let us celebrate Shabbat as a community,” 
September 22) urging the city’s congrega-
tions to join in this celebration of Shabbat 
on October 24 and 25. This special Shabbat 
observance originated last year in South 
Africa’s Jewish community.

Each participating congregation and 
organization will observe Shabbat in its 
own way and then come together on 
Saturday evening at 7:30 pm (Shabbat 
concludes at 6:47 pm) at the Soloway 
Jewish Community Centre for the 
Community Unity Havdallah.

A committee of rabbis is working with 
the Jewish Federation of Ottawa to plan 
the Havdallah, which will include a 
performance by Shtreiml, the acclaimed 
Montreal-based klezmer band and 
desserts. The event’s cost has been entirely 
underwritten by an anonymous donor so 
it is free of charge. All are welcome.

Contact congregations and organiza-
tions directly (a list appears in the ad on 
page 5) for information on how each plans 
to observe this special Shabbat. 
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meaning for us of the Shoah if, in modern 
day, the brutalities continue?”

Farber said he will discuss inter-
national strife and ethnic cleansing and 
will try to take a look at whether the 
concept of “never again” is actually 
possible.

“Canada will not be left out of this mix. 
Some people think we are immune … but 
we have our own genocide of First 
Nations people, and that will be inter-
woven in the theme of my address.”

Born in Ottawa in 1951, a fi rst genera-
tion Canadian, Farber said he was 
brought up to embrace and advocate on 
behalf of those less fortunate.

“I always thought Canada was a 
beacon of hope. Yet, today, it seems we 
are taking a step backward instead of 
forward. Canada used to be a land of 
opportunity, but, today, this huge land 
seems to be closing in instead of opening. 
We are rejecting those less fortunate 
instead of embracing them.”

Farber is on the board of directors of 
JRAN, the Jewish Refugee Action 
Network, whose honorary chairs are 
Stephen Lewis and Michele Landsberg.

“It came into being because of what we 
see as Canada’s step backwards in 
rejecting Roma refugees and refugees 
from Sudan and other parts of Africa. We 
really wanted to revitalize the Jewish 

voice in social justice.”
Farber stressed he wants his audience 

to think about “the lessons we have 
learned, and why we seem to have turned 
our backs on those lessons.”

He said Canadian Jews must remain 
vigilant about anti-Semitism in this 
country, but “we have to be watchful for 
others, too.”

And it’s not just Jews being targeted for 
murder and destruction in the Middle 
East, he said. “No groups of human 
beings are unsusceptible.”

Farber’s father Max was a Polish Jew 
whose fi rst wife, and their two children, 
as well as other family members, per-
ished in the Holocaust. His mother Gert 
(née Coopersmith) came to Ottawa in the 
late-1920s with her family to get away 
from Russian pogroms and 
anti-Semitism.

Farber has stated his father’s experien-
ces during the Holocaust have motivated 
him throughout his life. 

“The pain my father endured during 
the war is what drove me to fi ght for 
social justice today,” he told journalist 
Alex Wooley for a profi le in Carleton 
University Magazine (Winter 2004).

Farber was CEO of the Canadian Jewish 
Congress from 2005 to 2011 and now 
serves as senior vice-president for 
government and external relations at 
Gemini Power Corporation, which helps 
First Nations reserves in northern and 
northwestern Ontario build sustainable 
industries. He is also CEO of the Paloma 
Foundation, which works with shelters 
for homeless youth in Toronto; is chair of 
the board of Ve’ahavta, a Canadian 
Jewish humanitarian organization; and 
writes a regular column for the Canadian 
Jewish News.

“We took, as a community, certain 
lessons from our experience, and Jews 
were at the forefront of advocacy,” he 
said. “We have to fi nd our voice again. 
The Shoah compels us to fi nd that voice.”

The Holocaust Education Month 
launch event with keynote speaker 
Bernie Farber will be held Sunday, 
November 9, 7 pm, at the Soloway Jewish 
Community Centre. For information 
about Holocaust Education Month events 
organized by the Shoah Committee of the 
Jewish Federation of Ottawa, contact 
Benita Siemiatycki at 613-798-4644 or 
bsiemiatycki@jewishottawa.com.

Continued from page 1

Farber: Canada seems to be closing in rather than opening up

“The Shoah compels us” to be advocates for 
social justice says Bernie Farber, who will 
speak at the Holocaust Education Month 
launch event, November 9, at the SJCC.

BY BEN SALES

(JTA) – With its panoramic views of 
Jerusalem, plush seating area and decora-
tive elements, this could be almost any 
other room at the Inbal Jerusalem Hotel. 
Except the fl oor is made of AstroTurf, the 
walls are made of transparent cloth and 
the roof is a bamboo mat.

Welcome to one of a dozen private 
sukkahs built on the porches of the 
fi ve-star hotel’s Penthouse Suites.

These hotel sukkahs represent the van-
guard of holiday hotel luxury in Jerusalem 
and carried a price tag of approximately 
$50,000 for a family of four for the eight-
day holiday (including three meals a day).

The seating area in the 430-square-foot 
sukkah included a wide red couch, two 
matching armchairs and a glass coffee 

table with a polished wood frame. There 
was also a dining area and walls decorated 
with faux grapes hanging from a wooden 
weave. 

All 12 private sukkah suites in the Inbal 
were booked for the holiday. And, while 
many Jews who build their own sukkahs 
start thinking about design and decoration 
a few days before the holiday, at the Inbal, 
sukkah design began three months ago. 
Guests chose the colour schemes and 
layout of their personal sukkahs. Some are 
green with roll-up windows, others red 
with a clear plastic window all around. The 
faux fruit design changes accordingly.

Like most hotels in Israel, the Inbal also 
built two huge sukkahs for the regular 
folks: huts that could accommodate 600 
guests all together at mealtime.

The $50K sukkah: Celebrating 
the harvest holiday in style

Penthouse guests at the Inbal Jerusalem Hotel get to custom design their private sukkah in the 
suite, complete with full-service meals and a space to relax.

PHOTO: BEN SALES

http://www.israelbonds.ca
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Watch for breaking news at www.ottawajewishbulletin.com

1301 Prince of Wales Drive, Ottawa, ON  K2C 1N2 

Tel:  613-224-1802 Fax:  613-224-0707
www.templeisraelottawa.com

Temple Israel
An egalitarian Reform congregation

Jewish roots, contemporary values, egalitarian

Friday Kabbalat Shabbat Services, 6:15 pm.

Saturday Shabbat Services, 10:15 am. 

Remember the songs from the good old days?
On Saturday, November 8, 2014, 7:00 pm, come to our Frailech 
Hootenanny, when Rabbi Liz Bolton, Shaina Lipsey and Mark 
Evenchick will perform some of your favourite songs, some new 
songs too. Get ready for a sing-a-long. Cost: $25.00 per person.
For Catering purposes we need to know how many people will be 
coming so that we will have a delicious deli plate waiting for you.
Call Roz Tabachnick 613-828-9817 or email rozztab@rogers.com.
This is a joint event between Temple Israel and AJA 50+.

Norman Klein, Interim Rabbi 

Steven H. Garten, Rabbi Emeritus

Heather Cohen, Executive Director

Sheli Braun, Principal, Religious School

Giant Ukraine JCC provides shelter from the storm – in style
BY CNAAN LIPHSHIZ

Dnepropetrovsk, Ukraine (JTA) – Five 
months into the war that turned him into 
a refugee in his own country, Jacob Virin 
has already attended 20 Jewish weddings 
– including those of his son and two 
other relatives – at the $100 million 
Jewish community centre of 
Dnepropetrovsk.

Towering over the skyline of this 
industrial metropolis, the 22-storey 
Menorah Center is said to be the largest 
Jewish community centre in Europe and 
a symbol of the remarkable Jewish revival 
here after decades of communist 
repression.

But, with eastern Ukraine descending 
into chaos in recent months, the centre 
has lately assumed a new symbolism. 
With one of its two hotels serving as 
temporary housing for some of the 
hundreds of refugees displaced by 
fi ghting between government forces and 
pro-Russian rebels, and a recent mass 
wedding for 19 Jewish couples held on its 
roof terrace, the centre has become an 
emblem of Jewish survival during the 
current crisis.

“More than any other single complex, 
the Menorah Center has empowered the 
Jewish community of Dnepropetrovsk to 
better serve as an anchor for Ukrainian 
Jewry in diffi cult times and as an engine 

for Jewish renewal,” said Zelig Brez, the 
community’s director.

Completed in 2012 with funding from 
two Jewish oligarchs, the Menorah Center 
is a leviathan. Its 450,00 square feet of 
fl oor space includes a swanky event hall, 
a synagogue with black marble interior, a 
large Holocaust museum, luxurious 

ritual baths for men and women, and 
several kosher restaurants and cafés.

At night, powerful spotlights illumin-
ate the centre’s seven domes, making the 
large complex on Sholem Aleichem 
Street look much like its namesake.

“The idea here is also to build a 
presence, a great beacon of light that tells 

the Jews of Ukraine: ‘We are here. Come 
join us. The time for hiding is over,’” said 
Rabbi Shmuel Kaminezki, the energetic 
chief rabbi of Dnepropetrovsk and one of 
the Chabad movement’s most senior 
envoys to Ukraine.

During the Nazi occupation of Ukraine 
in the 1940s, German troops murdered 
20,000 Jews in and around 
Dnepropetrovsk, essentially annihilating 
the community. Many Jews who escaped 
eastward returned after the Red Army 
defeated the Nazis, but the Kremlin’s 
anti-Semitic and anti-religious ideology 
kept Jewish life underground here until 
Ukraine gained independence in 1991.

Following the fall of communism, 
Dnepropetrovsk emerged as an engine 
for Jewish life in Ukraine. Some 15 per 
cent of the country’s Jewish population 
lives here, and the city boasts several 
unique Jewish amenities, including the 
only matzo factory in Ukraine and a 
workshop for ritual scribes.

Rabbi Kaminezki says the Menorah 
Center is the largest Jewish community 
centre in Europe. Navigating the maze of 
elevators that services the building’s 
seven wings, he pops into a gourmet 
kosher restaurant with heavy cherry-
wood tables to chat with a donor having 
lunch.

Before returning to his offi ce, Rabbi 

Dnepropetrovsk Jewish community director Zelig Brez (left) with a 
community board member on the roof of the Menorah Center, July 15, 2014. 

PHOTO: CNAAN LIPHSHIZ

See Ukraine on page 11

http://www.templeisraelottawa.com
http://www.ojcf.ca
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It’s Happening All Over the World 

– Now Right Here in OTTAWA
ON OCTOBER 24 & 25, 2014
Be part of something extraordinary 
as 170 cities in 30 countries celebrate SHABBAT together

Join us to conclude Shabbat on October 25 at our 

COMMUNITY UNITY HAVDALLAH
at the Soloway Jewish Community Centre • 7:30 pm
LIVE MUSIC – DESSERTS – NO CHARGE – ALL WELCOME
To watch the video or sign up for the Shabbat Project Challenge, 

please visit: www.theshabbosproject.org

For general inquiries or to add your organization, 
please contact Benita at the Jewish Ottawa InfoCentre 
613.798.4644 or infocentre@jewishottawa.com

EXPERIENCE 
SHABBAT 
IN OTTAWA 
WITH ONE 
OF THESE LOCAL 
PARTICIPATING 
ORGANIZATIONS:

Acheinu  

Adath Shalom

Agudath Israel

Beit Tikvah

Beth Shalom

Chabad of Centrepointe

Chabad Student Network

Congregation Lubavitch

Connect Israel

Glebe Minyan

Glebe Shul

Hillel Lodge

Hillel Ottawa

JET

Kollel of Ottawa

Machzikei Hadas

NCSY

Ohev Yisroel

Or Haneshamah

Ottawa Torah Centre

Sephardi Association

Temple Israel

Young Israel

Live concert featuring the highly acclaimed 

Montreal-based band, “Shtreiml”

http://www.theshabbosproject.org/
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Years ago, when our oldest child 
left the nest for the fi rst time to 
attend summer school at 
Harvard between Grades 11 and 

12, we were worried as parents as to how 
she would handle all the challenges of 
the big world.

We spoke to her the fi rst Saturday 
night, and she was beaming. While her 
roommates had sat in the dorm, she 
had gone to Hillel on Campus, had 
Friday night dinner, and been invited to 
the rabbi’s for lunch. She told me it was 
the fi rst time she realized that being 
Jewish meant she belonged to a “club.”

That is our main goal for Hillel 

Ottawa. To create a safe environment 
for Jewish students on campus to 
explore, learn about and strengthen 
their Jewish identities.

This has been a tough summer to be 
Jewish and a supporter of the State of 
Israel – even more so for a young 
generation bombarded by Facebook 
friends reposting anti-Israel and 
anti-Jewish rhetoric. As such, we are 
going to great lengths this term to 
create a safe environment on campus 
and at Hillel House. For our students, 
what went on this summer is complex 
and troubling, so we encourage them 
talk about their feelings and we endeav-
our to answer their questions.

Hillel Ottawa has two primary 
functions – Jewish engagement and 
Israel awareness – both of which must 
be balanced to optimize our success. To 
allow Jewish students to meet other 
Jewish students at the University of 
Ottawa, Carleton University and 

Algonquin College, we hold social 
events, Shabbat dinners, educational 
programming and hot lunches. We also 
engage in hands-on volunteering 
opportunities such as leadership 
development, Holocaust education, 
working with the homeless (Tikkun 
Olam) and parliamentary internships. 
These activities are open to all students 
as we strive to broaden our reach and 
encourage more students to make 
Jewish choices.

In terms of Israel awareness, we 
present Israel both to our students and 
to the broader campus. We support 
Israel and a two-state solution, and will 
continue to create venues to explore 
the whole range of ideas that fi t under 
this umbrella. We work diligently to 
forge ties with other campus groups to 
enhance our ability to advocate on 
Israel’s behalf.

Our funding is derived from three 
sources. We are grateful to the Jewish 

Federation of Ottawa for its allocation 
and to CIJA, which provides funding 
from the national level. Our third 
source is fundraising. Our core funding 
allows us to provide a basic level of 
service. Fundraising allows us to 
broaden our reach and is dependent 
on the generosity of our donors. Every 
dollar we raise is one more lunch, 
dinner, social event or educational 
event we can provide.

We have another special goal: to 
make sure our students see the Jewish 
community in Ottawa as a warm, 
welcoming and inclusive community so 
that they will consider staying in 
Ottawa post-graduation, setting up 
roots in the community and helping to 
strengthen our Jewish community.

Our main tools to do this are making 
sure students have access and feel 
welcome at community events, home 
hospitality on Shabbat and holidays 
and mentoring for those looking for 
information on and contacts in the job 
market. 

What an amazing opportunity this 
year when U.S. Ambassador Bruce 
Heyman and his wife Vicki hosted 10 
students for a meal on Rosh Hashanah. 
We thank them for their generosity and 
kindness.

We are striving to give our students 
the best, and we would welcome any 
support the community can give our 
organization.

Hillel Ottawa: Promoting 
Jewish engagement and 
Israel awareness on campus
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JONATHAN FREEDMAN
HILLEL OTTAWA

This Shabbat, I will celebrate with 
a Kiddush, the birth of a daugh-
ter, Batsheva Chana, my seventh 
child, who was born two days 

before Rosh Hashanah. As a community, 
we will also celebrate the worldwide 
Shabbat Project, in which the community 
will gather together to observe and 
celebrate Shabbat at each of our congre-
gations and then come together for a 
community-wide Havdallah service at the 
Soloway Jewish Community Centre.

Rabbi Howard Finkelstein of 
Congregation Beth Tikvah invited 
Ottawa’s Jewish community to participate 
in this program through such activities as 
communal challah-baking, meals and 
observance, as a showing of communal 
solidarity, and as a merit for Rabbi Yehuda 

Simes. A beautiful initiative indeed!
It is interesting that, on Friday night, 

when we recite the Kiddush, we mention 
that one of the reasons for observing 
Shabbat is Zikaron L’maaseh Bereshit, to 
remember that God created the world.

But, how does observing Shabbat 
remind us that God created the world? The 
answer is really quite simple. We, citizens 
of the modern and enlightened 21st 
century, take it for granted that the idea of 
having a “day of rest” is natural and 
obvious. Of course, a person needs 
a day off. However, many of our parents 
and most of our grandparents were 
faced with the diffi cult choice of 
observing Shabbat properly or losing their 
jobs. Not too long ago, there was 
no such thing as a “day of rest.” If you 
didn’t show up for work on Saturday, there 
was nothing to come in for on Sunday.

History has shown that we are capable of 
a seven-day work week; yes, at a physical 
and emotional cost, but capable nonethe-
less. A “day of rest” is truly a modern-day 
innovation in Western society, and is still 
not observed worldwide. Judaism, alone, 
stands as a beacon of light in this dark area. 
While we have struggled in the past with 
society around us to observe Shabbat, the 
concept, for us, is eternal.

Now, while some are wont to believe 
that Jewish values have somehow always 
been ahead of the times, we know that it’s 

not happenstance. When we observe 
Shabbat, we are testifying and proudly 
proclaiming in the Kiddush prayer that 
there is a creator of this world who in his 
infi nite wisdom mandated a day of rest, an 
opportunity to stop, refl ect and enjoy the 
fruits of our labour.

Even though there are many fringe 
benefi ts to Shabbat observance – like 
spending time with the family, taking a 
break from one’s routine, and rest and 
relaxation – the bottom line is that we 
observe Shabbat because it is a mitzvah. 
That much of society has bought into the 
fringe benefi ts of Shabbat does not add or 
detract from the essence of the mitzvah. 
Shabbat reminds us that God created the 
world and continues to run the world.

Witnessing the miracle of birth is also a 
marvellous reminder of God’s personal 
involvement in our daily lives. The Talmud 
teaches that whoever saves a life saves a 
world. All the more so, when creating life, 
is a world created.

So, if observance of Shabbat reminds us 
of God who created the world, and God 
calls upon us to be partners in building 
that world and populating it with mini-
worlds, what better way could there be to 
safeguard all those worlds than the 
observance of Shabbat?

May our city wide celebration of 
Shabbat truly be a merit to the world of 
Rabbi Simes.  

The concept of Shabbat is eternal
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RABBI ARI GALANDAUER
YOUNG ISRAEL
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I followed with interest the news 
coverage leading up to the Scottish 
independence referendum, and my 
worst thoughts about the media 

were confi rmed yet again. Bad news is all 
that matters – even if it means stretching 
reality to meet the whimsical standards 
of Alice in Wonderland.

With polls indicating the referendum 
was close, the media groupthink was the 
yes-side for Scottish independence was 
going to win. But, if it really were close, 
why would they not conclude the no-side 
for the status quo would win? A no-vic-
tory was actually the more logical choice 
because it was the safer vote, and safe 
usually wins when a stark choice is put 

before voters in a referendum.
But reporting on a probable no-vote is 

much more boring, even if that meant 
pretending the yes-side was going to win. 
An anticipated yes-vote for independence 
made for exciting headlines and the 
media engaged in this game of pretend 
for almost two weeks.

In Canada, of course, there was special 
meaning. Not even fi ve months after the 
Canadian media buried Quebec separa-
tism following the devastating defeat of 
the Parti Québécois (PQ) in April, 
suddenly there was a revival movement 
underway with the scenario that an 
independence vote in Scotland would 
mean the separatists would be back in 
business in Quebec. It was as if the 
election in April had never happened 
and, worse, it was as if the post-election 
commentary had never been written.

The funny thing was the PQ was back 
in the news only because the Canadian 
media put them there. Imagine, there was 
going to be political upheaval in the 
boring old United Kingdom and there was 
a Canadian angle far too good to pass up. 

After all, it meant possible political 
upheaval here as well.

But the upheaval was in the minds (or 
hopes) of the journalists and their 
editors. I often wonder if the media hope 
for drastic or dramatic events to happen 
just so they will have a better story.

Now, you might think that’s a strange 
thought to hear from someone who spent 
almost 30 years as a journalist, and I 
actually don’t think journalists hope 
drastic events will happen. But their 
noses have a natural way of uncon-
sciously leading them there. They learn 
early that their stories have to have a 
certain edge or their editors will peg their 
stories as boring and they will never see 
daylight.

When people complain they were 
quoted out of context, it is often a 
circumstance of the journalist creating 
the edge he or she needs to make a story. 
Mundane, ordinary news is not news. In 
the news business, it has to be all black or 
white. Shades of grey are not worth 
noting or reporting.

Predicting and reporting on the United 

Kingdom’s staying together fi ts in the 
grey boring category, so why bother 
telling that story, even if it is, at a min-
imum, an equally probable outcome.

On September 18, referendum day in 
Scotland, I watched the CTV National 
News at 10:00 pm. By then, ballot 
counting was well underway, but the fi nal 
result wouldn’t be in for several hours.

The newscast included several reports 
leaning to the conclusion that something 
extraordinary was happening in Scotland 
and that Quebec separatists were watch-
ing closely. The problem was the early 
results, which indicated a sure defeat for 
the Scottish nationalists, did not match 
the numerous referendum-related reports 
in the newscast.

The newscast was obviously prepared 
in advance of the referendum results, and 
the editorial thinking was fi xated on the 
premise the yes-side would win, or could 
win, with a signifi cant slant towards the 
would-win. It was one of those times the 
media was caught with their pants down.

When the no-side won with a signifi -
cant 55 per cent margin, the story was 
reported in Canada for a couple of days 
and then it disappeared. The hype was 
gone. Reality set in. The United Kingdom 
remained united. What a surprise!

Perhaps the real surprise is that so 
many people allowed themselves to 
pretend otherwise.
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JASON MOSCOVITZ

What a surprise: The United 
Kingdom remained united

‘So now what?’ asks the caption 
at the beginning of a hilarious 
and inspiring fi ve-minute 
video that follows 91-year-old 

Shimon Peres as he cleans out his former 
offi ce and goes looking for a new job.

At the employment offi ce, the Nobel 
Peace Prize-winning former president 
and prime minister of Israel – who served 
in some sort of high level position since 
the founding of the modern state – is told 
he has no practical experience before 
being sent off on a series of job try-outs as 
a gas station attendant, security guard, 
supermarket cashier, pizza deliveryman, 
stand-up comedian, and skydiving 
instructor.

Interacting with the people he encoun-
ters at these various jobs, Peres – with wit, 
humour and economy of words – offers 
brief words of wisdom that touch on such 

themes as peace, hope, remarkable 
accomplishments like the Entebbe 
rescue, and Israel’s emergence as a 
high-tech start-up nation.

Watching the video, I was reminded 
of the three days in May 2012 I followed 
Peres – then the world’s oldest head of 
state – on his visit to Ottawa. I parti-
cularly remember standing a few feet 
away at the National Gallery of Canada, 
at a reception hosted by the Embassy of 
Israel, as he gave a riveting speech, which 
hit on many of the same themes as the 
video. 

Along with several other topics, such as 
the enduring Canada-Israel friendship, 
Peres spoke without notes about the State 
of Israel – its past, its present and its 
future – about the changes then sweeping 
across the Middle East, and about science 
and technology, making predictions 
about breakthroughs to come well into 
the future. He even cracked some jokes 
foreshadowing his bit as a comedian in 
the video.

Peres was inspirational on his visit 
to Ottawa, and he is again in the video, 
which you can see at http://tinyurl.com/
Peres-job. 

The video ends with a quote from 
Peres, “You are as great as the cause that 

you serve, and as young as your dreams.” 
It is a reminder that Israel, our commun-
ities, whether there or here in the 
Diaspora, and all of us as individuals, 
have hopes and dreams that we must 
continue to strive toward.

YIDLIFE CRISIS

Speaking of entertaining videos, YidLife 
Crisis, a new web series out of Montreal, 
has been sweeping the Jewish world over 
the past few weeks. Inspired by what 
creators Jamie Elman and Eli Batalion 
describe as the Yiddish rhythms and 
sensibilities inherent in such TV shows as 
Seinfeld and Curb Your Enthusiasm. Each 
fi ve-minute episode – the fi rst four are 
now online at www.yidlifecrisis.com 
– features Chaimie (Elman) and Leizer 
(Batalion), both in their 30s, engaged in 
often funny conversations and arguments 
in Yiddish (with English subtitles).

Echoing the discussions that used to 
take place between Jerry and George in 
the coffee shop on Seinfeld, Chaimie and 
Leizer’s encounters also take place over 
food in Mile End, Montreal’s old Jewish 
neighbourhood that is now a multicul-
tural area equally famous for its Old 
World Chasids and New World hipsters. 

In the fi rst episode, Chaimie and Leizer 

break the Yom Kippur fast over poutine. 
In others, they meet for smoked meat and 
Greek food.

The best of the fi rst four episodes has 
the pair walking from the iconic St. 
Viateur Street bagel bakery to the equally 
iconic bagel shop a few blocks away on 
Fairmount Avenue while engaged in 
Talmudic-like debate over which has the 
better bagel – an unresolvable argument 
familiar to almost anyone from Montreal. 
The pair of Chasidic men, about their 
same age, they encounter along the way 
appear to be engaged in actual Talmudic 
discussion.

Warning: Not everything Chaimie and 
Leizer eat is kosher and some of the 
dialogue is not for the easily offended. 
The series is rated “Chai+ (18 and over).”

THE SHABBAT PROJECT

This issue of the Bulletin was originally 
scheduled for publication on October 27. 
However, we decided to publish fi ve days 
early when we learned that all of Ottawa’s 
congregations will enthusiastically 
participate in The Shabbat Project, the 
worldwide observance of Shabbat taking 
place this weekend. 

The entire community will then gather 
for a Havdallah service and celebration at 
the SJCC on Saturday night. We were able 
to make the change because we were 
working on an early production schedule 
due to Sukkot holiday closures. 

It should be an extraordinary Shabbat 
in Ottawa, and around the world.
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Shimon Peres still inspires 
as he looks for new job

http://tinyurl.com/Peres-job
http://www.yidlifecrisis.com/
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Letters to the Editor are welcome if they are brief, signed, timely, and of interest to our readership. The Bulletin 
reserves the right to refuse, edit or condense letters. The Mailbag column will be published as space permits. 

Send your letters to Michael Regenstreif by email at bulletin@ottawajewishbulletin.com

LETTERS WELCOME

mailbag   |   bulletin@ottawajewishbulletin.com

AVAILABILITY OF KOSHER MEAT

This year, for the fi rst time in more than 40 years, my 
wife placed her New Year’s meat order with a company 
outside Ottawa. She did so quite reluctantly, having 
always believed in the importance of supporting local 
businesses, especially Jewish ones. However, when she 
contacted Loblaws well in advance of the holidays to 
place her order, she was informed they could no longer 
guarantee she would receive her order. 

Naturally, she ordered from out-of-town and received 
exactly what she wanted, exactly when she wanted it, 

all for a fair price with only a $20 delivery charge.
Our Ottawa Vaad HaKashrut has got to get its act 

together. There is no excuse for this second rate service. 
Consumers in a city of this size ought to be provided 
with top quality kosher products and services. 

Customers have options and, unless there is 
improvement in the service provided here in Ottawa, 
will exercise them to the long-term detriment of the 
local marketplace.

Alan Williams

One Vision, One Goal, One Team.
It Just Makes Sense. 

Contact us for professional investment advice. 

Blostein-Beumer Investment Group

www.cibcwg.com/blostein-beumer • 613 783-6883
 

Alan Blostein 
Vice-President, Investment Advisor 

 

Stacey H. Beumer 
Portfolio Manager

50 O’Connor Street, Suite 800, Ottawa

CIBC Wood Gundy is a division of CIBC World Markets Inc., a subsidiary of CIBC 
and a Member of the Canadian Investor Protection Fund and Investment Industry 
Regulatory Organization of Canada. If you are currently a CIBC Wood Gundy client, 

please contact your Investment Advisor.

Neil Fine 
B.sc., M.CI.Sc., Aud (C), Reg. CASLPO
AUDIOLOGIST

2130 Robertson Rd. Nepeann

HearFine.com            613.709.3463

JEFF GREENBERG 
SALES REPRESENTATIVE 

ROYAL LEPAGE TEAM REALTY 
(613) 725 1171          

www.je reygreenberg.com 

Minto built “Chagall” model. Over 2,600 sq. . Mature 49’ x 109’ 
lot on a cul de sac. Fully nished lower level. Immed. possession. 

www.14Palisade.com 

Spacious 3 bedroom townhome! www.771BSpringland.com 

Immaculate 3 bedroom 1.5 bathroom townhome!
www.160Monterey.com 

3 bed, 2.5 bath townhome with hardwood! www.162Berrigan.com 

Immaculate, sun lled 3+1 bedroom bungalow with hardwood 
oors, 2 gas replaces, & more! www.1915Bromley.com 

Well maintained 4 bedroom, 2.5 bath family home, backing onto 
Okanagan Park! Many updates! www.23Sioux.com 

Stunning & upgraded 2 bed condo. Over 1,600 sq. . 24/7 security! 
2 lockers! Immediate Possession. www.1504 3580Rivergate.com 

Family favoured 5 bedroom, 2.5 bath home on a picturesque 40' x 
125' lot. Steps to Westboro Village! www.450Roosevelt.com 

Spectacular open concept 2 bedroom, 2 full bath 1800+ sq. . 
condo with 9’ ceilings & hardwood oors. 2 parking spaces!  

Flexible Possession. www.1102 3580Rivergate.com

Family favoured 4 bedrm, 2.5 bath single family home on a mature 
32' x 139' lot! Immediate possession. www.689Roosevelt.com 

One of a kind 2 bedroom + den mul level condo with renovated 
kitchen & baths. Spectacular terrace! www.5 31Russell.com 

Open concept 2 bed, 2 full bath condo! www.304 99Holland.com 

3 bed, 2.5 bath link single! ww.53EmeraldMeadowsDrive.com 

4 bedroom, 2.5 bath semi detached! www.8Sandhead.com 

3 bedroom split level home backing on Parthia Park 
www.12WallfordWay.com 

Custom built large 3+ bedroom. All brick family home on a 65’ x 
110’ lot.  www.999Normandy.com 

Rosh Hashanah at 

Merivale High School: 
Rabbi Barry Schlesinger 
visits the Jewish Culture 
Club at Merivale High 
School, September 24, 
just prior to Rosh 
Hashanah. Rabbi 
Schlesinger gave a 
presentation entitled 
“Shofar, So Good,” 
an illustrated history 
of the shofar that 
explained why the 
shofar is an integral 
part of the Rosh Hash-
anah service. (From left) 
Irv Osterer, Andrew Pye, 
Rabbi Schlesinger, Paul 
Marchildon, Lauren 
Hollinger and Merivale 
Principal Barb Gage.

http://www.hearfine.com
http://www.stevedesroches.ca
http://www.cibcwg.com/blostein-beumer
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Activist Evelyn Brook to speak 
on the plight of the agunah
BY LEAH COHEN 
AND ROSALLY SALTSMAN
EMUNAH OTTAWA

The plight of the agunot has 
plagued religious women for 
centuries. While many religious 
leaders have sought to fi nd a 
solution, there are still many women 
who cannot remarry according to 
Jewish law as a result of their 
husband’s often sadistic cruelty.

Agunah, in Hebrew, literally 
means one who is chained or 
anchored. She is a Jewish wife who 
has been refused a get (Jewish 
divorce) by her husband for various 
reasons, such as an attempt to 
extract a more favourable divorce 
settlement, or vindictiveness. Thus, 
a woman is chained to the marriage 
and unable to remarry according to 
Jewish law. Should she enter into a 
forbidden marriage, any child she 
might have with another man would 
be considered a mamzer, a person 
born of a forbidden relationship and 
unable to marry another Jew who 
isn’t in a similar situation or a 
convert to Judaism.

One solution is to arrange for a 
prenuptial agreement for the 
prevention of get-refusal, which 
could be admissible in court.

Evelyn Brook, founder of the 
Canadian Coalition of Jewish 
Women for the Get, has advocated, 
with a certain amount of success, for 
getting the courts involved to 
“convince” recalcitrant husbands to 
give their wives a Jewish religious 
divorce. She maintains that impris-
oning a woman in a marriage 
against her will is a violation of 

human rights and is therefore a civil 
rights issue.

The coalition has promoted the 
use of Ta’anit Esther (Fast of Esther) 
as a national Agunah Day and 
produced the 1997 documentary 
fi lm Untying the Bonds: Jewish 
Divorce. The coalition also offers 
fi nancial support to women having 
diffi culty obtaining a get and staffs 
get help-lines across Canada.

Evelyn Brook will be speaking 
about the plight of the agunot in our 
times (and what you can do about 
it) at Emunah Ottawa’s annual 
membership drive.

Emunah assists families in 
confl ict, and works on developing 
respectful relationships between the 

genders, in Israel. Emunah also 
supports daycare centres, counsel-
ling of victims of terror, and chil-
dren’s villages such as Neve Michael 
in Pardes Chana. Although Emunah 
comes from the perspective of 
religious observance, it serves 
people of all faiths and ideologies.

Evelyn Brook’s talk will be 
followed by a parve buffet dinner at 
the home of Barbara Crook on 
Tuesday, November 11, 6:30 pm. Cost 
is $36 (includes annual member-
ship) or $25 (for Emunah life 
members). Both women and men 
are welcome to attend.

RSVP to Rivka Kraus at 613-
241-5613 or Leah Cohen at 
leahle2012@gmail.com.

An agunah is a woman “chained” to a husband who will not grant her a get 
(Jewish divorce).

Please 

support 

our 

advertisers 

and 

tell them 

you saw 

their 

advertisement 

in the 

Ottawa 
Jewish 
Bulletin. 

To learn more, 
call Toohey Brown:

613-828-2313     kellyfh.ca

 Arbor Memorial Inc.

Kelly Funeral Home - Carling Chapel
by Arbor Memorial

Your life. Family. Community.
At Kelly Funeral Home Carling Chapel, 
we provide the guidance and services 
you need while honouring your faith 
and traditions.

l

, 
s 

2313 Carling Ave., Ottawa

On a daily basis you can plant 
trees for all occasions. An attrac-
tive card is sent to the recipient. 
To order, call the JNF office 
(613.798.2411). 

ottawa.jnf.ca

Thank you – Todah Rabah
Negev Dinner 2014 was an incredible fundraising suc-

cess in large measure thanks to our Dinner Chair Stephen 
Victor. Over the course of close to one year, Stephen, with 
the support of volunteers and professionals, worked stead-
fastly to ensure funds were raised to support two projects 
that are being dedicated in honour of Dorothy Nadolny.

To our guests, families, foundations and corporate spon-
sors – thank you for your unprecedented outpouring of 
support for this year’s event.

And, of course, thank you to Dorothy Nadolny not only 
for her generosity, but also for her willingness to undertake 
the time commitment to being the Negev Dinner 2014 
Honouree. We sincerely hope it was an experience of a life-
time and a night to remember.

Please watch for our thank-you ad in the November 
10 issue of the Ottawa Jewish Bulletin. Due to the Jewish 
holidays and Bulletin deadlines, we were unable to provide a 
completed ad for this issue.

Help the rebuilding of Southern Israel
While the JNF project for this year’s Negev Dinner 

ensured the security of the residents during the emergency of 
2014, KKL-JNF’s work to rebuild southern Israel has begun. 
Your donations will contribute to the rehabilitation of both 
the agricultural and tourism industries that were hardest hit.

In the wake of Operation Protective Edge, KKL-JNF 
is planning to repair damage to western Negev security-
agricultural roads, which serve many communities, their 
residents and military patrols. These roads allow military 
patrols to move freely, farmers to work their fields and 
orchards, children to reach school safely, and residents to 
evacuate quickly when an emergency arises. 

The security of the inhabitants is directly related to the 
quality of local roads. Children must have roads that are 
protected from enemy fire, which in some cases requires 
building new bypass roads. In farming communities, the 
situation may be particularly hazardous, as most fields 
are reached via dirt roads, which can be easily mined or 
booby-trapped. Paved roads are essential to ensure that 
farmers reach their fields safely.

These roads have additional value as they enable local 
and foreign tourists to reach lesser-known agricultural areas, 
which thereby become potential income-generating sites for 
the residents in peripheral areas.

Adopt a bike trail in the Galilee
If you are an avid cyclist, consider funding your own bike 

trail in the Naphtali Mountain range. The 23-km trail has 
seating areas and a scenic lookout with a view of the north-
ern border and the Western Galilee. The single track, wind-
ing its way among various sights, will create an additional 
attraction to the forest and serve to strengthen its tourism 
potential while providing a safe sport and leisure option for 
the region’s residents.

More than trees
613.798.2411 
ottawa@jnf.ca

Lynda 
Taller-Wakter

Executive 
Director

Advertorial

Alan 
Blostein

President

JEWISH NATIONAL FUND

http://www.kellyfh.ca
http://ottawa.jnf.ca/
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Bill and Leona Adler 
Memorial Fund:
In Honour of:

Joanna and Ira Abrams Mazal tov on the 
birth of your grandson by Marilyn Adler, Neil 
and Daniel Blacher

Janet Kaiman Happy special birthday by 
Elayne Adler, David, Jordan and Benjamin

The Levine family Shana Tova by Elayne 
Adler, Jordan and Benjamin

Blanche and Joe Osterer Shana Tova by 
Elayne Adler, Jordan and Benjamin

Sam and Jean Akerman 
Memorial Fund
In Honour of:

Weldon and Joan Levine and family 
Happy and healthy New Year with love by 
Sheila and Larry Hartman

Richard and Doris Stern Happy and 
healthy New Year with love by Sheila and 
Larry Hartman

Avraham and Elissa Iny and family 
Happy and healthy New Year with love by 
Sheila and Larry Hartman

Auxiliary of Hillel Lodge Fund
R’fuah Shlema:

Sam Litwack with love by Sonja and Ron 
Kesten

Friedberg and Dale Families Fund
In Honour of:

Murray and Marsha Kaiserman Mazal 
tov on the birth of your grandson Shlomo Leib 
by Elaine Friedberg and Bob Dale

Malcolm and Vera Glube 
Endowment Fund
In Honour of:

Norman Zagerman Happy 85th birthday 
by Malcolm and Vera Glube

Nell Gluck Memorial Fund
In Honour of:

Norman Zagerman Happy 85th birthday 
by Henry and Maureen Molot

Helen Saipe Happy 100th birthday by Julia 
Gluck and Ted Overton; and by Henry and 
Maureen Molot

Gunner Family Fund
R’fuah Shlema:

Lew Perelmutter by Sol and Estelle 
Gunner

Al Malomet by Sol and Estelle Gunner
In Honour of:

Gary Cohen Happy special birthday by Sol 
and Estelle Gunner

Nordau and Roslyn Kanigsberg 
Family Fund
R’fuah Shlema:

Bill Silverman with love by Roz and 
Nordau Kanigsberg and family

Dorothy and Maurie Karp 
Endowment Fund
In Honour of:

Dorothy Karp Happy and healthy New 
Year by Etta Karp

Joan and Russell Kronick 
Family Fund
In Honour of:

Helen Saipe Happy 100th birthday by 
Russell and Joan Kronick

Norman Zagerman Happy special birthday 
by Russell and Joan Kronick

Doris Stern Happy special birthday by 
Russell and Joan Kronick

Stephen and Debra Schneiderman 
Family Fund
In Memory of:

Karen Iddon by Stephen Schneiderman

R’fuah Shlema:
Mike Roodman by Stephen Schneiderman

Ralph and Anne Sternberg 
Memorial Fund
In Honour of:

Lynne and Barry Shulman Mazal tov on 
the birth of your new grandchild by Laya and 
Ted Jacobsen

Our family and friends Shana Tova by 
Laya and Ted Jacobsen

Judith Slipacoff Happy birthday with love 
by Laya and Ted Jacobsen
In Observance of the Yahrzeit of:

William (Bill) Sternberg by Stephanie 
Dancey

Milton and Mary (Terry) Viner 
Family Fund
In Observance of the Yahrzeit of:

Ida Schleider, dear aunt by Millie, Fran and 
Stephen Schaenfield

Eric Weiner and Arlene Godfrey 
Family Fund
In Honour of:

Norm Zagerman Happy special birthday 
by Eric Weiner and Arlene Godfrey

Carole and Norman Zagerman 
Family Fund
In Memory of:

Issie Tanzer by Carole and Norman 
Zagerman, Andrea Arron and Laurie Arron

Gerry Thaw by Carole and Norman 
Zagerman, Andrea Arron and Laurie Arron
In Honour of:

Norman Zagerman Happy birthday by 
Gerry and Helen Polowin

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Feeding Program
In Honour of:

Mel and Arlene Schecter Happy and 
healthy New Year by Sol and Estelle Gunner

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

IN HONOUR OF:
Carolyn and Sid Katz Mazal tov in 

your new home with love by Sonja and Ron 
Kesten

Sharon Appotive Happy special birthday 
with love by Jewel Lowenstein; by Arlene 
Greenberg, by Janice Greenberg; Ellie Stober; 
by all the Zarets; by Bev and Bryan Glube; 
by Michael and Muriel Wexler and family; by 
Lori Caplan and Phil Rimer; and by David and 
Joni Waiser

Joy Mender Happy special birthday 
with love by Jewel Lowenstein; by Arlene 
Greenberg, by Janice Greenberg; Ellie Stober; 
by all the Zarets; by Bev and Bryan Glube; 
by Michael and Muriel Wexler and family; by 
Lori Caplan and Phil Rimer; and by David and 
Joni Waiser

Cynthia and David Blumenthal Mazal tov 
on the birth of your granddaughter by Michael 
and Muriel Wexler and family

Anna Chodos Happy special birthday by 
Barbara and Jeff Farber and their children, 
Melanie and Minh, Allison and Brandon

John and Sunny Tavel Happy and healthy 
New Year by Alvin and Monica Stein

Avraham and Elissa Iny Happy and 
healthy New Year by Alvin and Monica 
Stein

William and Marilyn Newman Happy 
and healthy New Year by Alvin and Monica 
Stein

Sharon and David Appotive Happy 
anniversary with love by Lori Caplan and Phil 
Rimer

Esty Bybelezer Happy and healthy New 
Year by Norma and Stanley Goldstein

David Slipacoff Happy 70th birthday with 
love by Alvin and Monica Stein

IN MEMORY OF:
Arnie Vered by Ron and Sonja Kesten
Shafica Saleh by Barbara and Jeff Farber 

and family
Renee Ziekenoppasser by the Residents, 

Board and Staff of Hillel Lodge
Pearl and Jacob Gold by Sylvia Kutzin
Karen Iddon by the Residents, Board and 

Staff of Hillel Lodge
Israel Shinder by the Residents, Board and 

Staff of Hillel Lodge

R’FUAH SHLEMA:
Bill Silverman by Jane and Bill James
Ruth Calof by Claire Bercovitch

IN OBSERVANCE 
OF THE YAHRZEIT OF:

Joseph Korngold, beloved father by the 
Korngold and Wexler families

Esther Malka Bruner z”l dear mother 
and grandmother by Elly and Al Bruner and 
family

Card Donations
Card donations go a long way to 

improving the quality of life for our res-
idents. Thank you for considering their 
needs and contributing to their well-
being. 

On behalf of the residents and their 
families, we extend sincere appreciation to 
the following individuals and families who 
made card donations to the Hillel Lodge 
Long-Term Care Foundation between 
September 15 and 29, 2014 inclusive. 

HONOUR FUNDS
Unlike a bequest or gift of life insur-

ance, which are realized some time in 
the future, a named Honour Fund (i.e., 
endowment fund) is established during 
your lifetime. 

By making a contribution of $1,000 
or more, you can create a permanent 
remembrance for a loved one, honour a 
family member, declare what the Lodge 
has meant to you and/or support a cause 
that you believe in. 

A Hillel Lodge Honour Fund is a per-
manent pool of capital that earns interest 
or income each year. This income then 
supports the priorities designated by you, 
the donor.

In support of the Bess and Moe Greenberg Family Hillel Lodge
In the Joseph and Inez Zelikovitz Long Term Care Centre

613-728-3990

GIVING IS RECEIVING – ATTRACTIVE CARDS AVAILABLE FOR ALL OCCASIONS
Here’s a good opportunity to recognize an event or convey the appropriate sentiment to someone important to you and at the same time support the Lodge. Card orders may be given to Bev at 

613-728-3990, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday to Thursday, 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Friday. You may also e-mail your orders to donations@hillel-ltc.com or online donations can be made through our 
website: www.hillel-ltc.com. All orders must include name, address, postal code, and any message to person receiving the card; and, amount of donation, name, address and postal code of the person 
making the donation. Cards may be paid for by Visa, Mastercard, Cheque or Cash. Contributions are tax deductible. 

THE LODGE EXPRESSES ITS SINCERE APPRECIATION FOR YOUR KIND SUPPORT 
AND APOLOGIZES FOR ANY ERRORS OR OMISSIONS. DUE TO SPACE LIMITATIONS, THE WORDING APPEARING 

IN THE BULLETIN IS NOT NECESSARILY THE WORDING WHICH APPEARED ON THE CARD. 

REMINDER: We no longer accept American Express. Sorry for any inconvenience this may cause.
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Ukraine: Massive JCC a 
menorah in city skyline

Kaminezki shows off the centre’s main 
passageway, which fi lls up at lunch hour 
with a mix of religious Jews and non-
Jews, including women in short skirts 
and high heels who come to visit medical 
clinics, hair dressers or the bank – all of 
which rent space in the centre.

The vast structure “is meant to 
accommodate the needs of this growing 
community, not only now but also in the 
future,” Rabbi Kaminezki said back at his 
penthouse offi ce overlooking the Dnepro 
River.

With such an impressive presence, the 
Menorah Center has become the Jewish 
community’s de facto embassy, hosting 
visits from ambassadors and diplomats, 
including the U.S. State Department’s 
anti-Semitism envoy, Ira Foreman, who 
visited in April.

Non-Jews sometimes refer to the 
centre as the Kolomoisky building – Igor 
Kolomoisky, a Jewish billionaire, funded 
the building with fellow billionaire 
Gennady Bogolyubov, president of the 
Jewish community of Dnepropetrovsk.

A banker who has poured millions into 
Jewish causes, Kolomoisky has become 
something of a national hero since 
making sizable donations to the ill-

equipped Ukrainian army in its battle 
against pro-Russian separatists. In April, 
Kolomoisky was appointed governor of 
this strategically crucial region.

Brez, the community director, says he 
is more concerned with using the 
Menorah Center to leave a mark on the 
lives of local Jews than to impress 
foreigners or non-Jewish locals. So, 
recently, Brez helped arrange the mass 
wedding on the centre’s roof, among 
them his son’s in-laws. Several of the 
couples had already wed decades ago, but 
never had a Jewish ceremony.

“The community sheltered us, but also 
made us a family, right here at the 
Menorah Center,” said Virin, the editor-
in-chief of the main Jewish paper of 
Donetsk, the embattled eastern city that 
has become a fl ashpoint in the fi ght 
between Ukrainian forces and the rebels.

The day after the mass wedding, Brez 
was back on the roof for the marriage of 
Baruch and Nastya Moscalenko, who met 
last year through a Jewish studies 
program at the Menorah Center. 
Although her family is secular, Nastya 
Moscalenko began attending classes at 
the urging of her friends.

“Baruch is from a more religious 
background,” she said. “We travelled in 

different circles, so I don’t think we 
would’ve met if not for Menorah.”

Rabbi Kaminezki takes a more histor-
ical view of the centre’s signifi cance.

Gesturing toward a neglected yard in 
the building’s shadow, he indicates the 
spot where, in 1939, secret police agents 
arrested Rabbi Levi Yitzchak Schneerson, 
then the city’s chief rabbi and the father 
of Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, 
who would become the seventh rebbe of 

the Chabad-Lubavitch movement.
The younger Rabbi Schneerson, 

revered by Chabad devotees all over the 
world, spent much of his adolescence in 
Dnepropetrovsk, but left for good after 
his father’s arrest.

“Those who didn’t want the rebbe and 
other Jews here now have a 22-storey 
building celebrating their tradition,” 
Rabbi Kaminezki said. “That’s the story 
of Ukraine’s Jews.”

A rendering of the Menorah Center in Dnepropetrovsk, Ukraine, said 
to be the largest Jewish community centre in Europe.

PHOTO: JEWISH COMMUNITY OF DNEPROPEROVSK

Continued from page 4

Catch breaking news at 
www.ottawajewishbulletin.com

http://www.ahac.ca
http://www.ottawawestorthodontics.com
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BY MONIQUE ELLIOT

Alison Pick said she always 
knew something was amiss.

The Torontonian spent her 
youth celebrating Christmas, 

not knowing of her family’s secret:
Her paternal grandparents were 

actually Jewish Holocaust survivors. 
Pick’s grandmother lost her entire 
family. They raised their sons, Pick’s 
father and uncle, as Christians when 
they immigrated to Canada 
and never spoke of their family’s 
traumatic past.

Piecing the clues together over the 
course of her life, Pick said she had 
always felt a deeper connection to the 
Jewish community without understand-
ing why. She was brought to Ottawa in 
2012 as keynote speaker at a workshop 
for second generation Holocaust surviv-
ors after Mina Cohn, chair of the Shoah 
Committee of the Jewish Federation of 
Ottawa, read Far to Go, Pick’s Man 
Booker Prize-nominated novel about a 
Jewish family during the rise of Nazism 
in Europe.

In researching that novel, which also 
won the Canadian Jewish Book Award 
for fi ction, Pick met Jews who strongly 
infl uenced her characters and the 

storyline, and her decision to continue 
investigating her family’s past with her 
father, especially after her grandparents 
passed away.

Between Gods, Pick’s newly released 
memoir, details how she reacted to these 

major life events while coping with 
depression and converting to Judaism. 
She will return to Ottawa, October 28, to 
read from her memoir and give a talk 
with other authors on writing about 
their lives during the Ottawa 
International Writers Festival.

“It impacted who I am now really in 
every way. I was researching my novel, 
Far to Go, and I was beginning to ex-
plore Judaism and have a very strong 
emotional, visceral reaction to it,” she 
said.

“And it was just, coincidentally or not, 
at a time when I was also experiencing a 
bout of depression, and I came to think 
that the repressed Holocaust trauma in 
my family history was sort of intimately 
bound up with my experience of depres-
sion,” she added.

Pick said she considered herself to be 
“half-Jewish,” as only her father’s side of 
the family had a connection to Judaism, 
and considered converting as a return to 
her heritage. The conversion process 
documented in her memoir details the 
challenges of wanting to convert while 
engaged to a supportive Gentile, who 
later also decides to convert. They are 
now raising their young daughter in a 
Jewish household.

“I think what makes a memoir good 
is when you go into something that is 
deeply personal, and it seems sort of 
particular and specifi c because the 
vulnerability renders it more universal. 
People can relate to the emotions, even 
if not to the exact content.”

Pick she said she felt particularly 
vulnerable writing the fi rst draft and 
sharing the intimate details of her life, 
but, because it takes so long to write a 
book, her focus switched to the literary 
craftsmanship of the piece.

“Having it go into the world is vul-
nerable,” she said.

Pick said she hopes her talk will 
engage the audience as her work has 
done in the past.

“I want my readers to feel engaged, I 
want them to feel a sense of empathy 
and investment in the story and less 
focused on a particular thing that I want 
them to take away,” she said.

Writing Your Life with authors Alison 
Pick, Donna Thomson and Catherine 
Gildiner takes place Tuesday, October 28, 
6:30 pm, at Knox Presbyterian Church, 
120 Lisgar Street. 

Visit www.writersfestival.org or call 
613-562-1243 for tickets or more 
information.

Memoir details author’s conversion to Judaism after 
discovering her grandparents were Jewish Holocaust survivors

Author Alison Pick will discuss 
her memoir, Between Gods, October 28, 
at the Ottawa International Writers Festival.

PHOTO: EMMA-LEE PHOTOGRAPHY

http://www.mishmar.com
http://www.cfhu.org/
http://www.cfhu.org/maxstern
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Tafillalt concert at Carleton University  

Sunday, November 2, 2014 
at the Soloway Jewish 

Community Centre

A 
day of
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learning 
culture and

creativity
for everyone
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Partnership 2Gether: Joan (centre) and Howard Spunt of Ottawa visiting Hanadiv School in 
Metula, Israel, just prior to Rosh Hashanah, present a stamp collection and other gifts to the 
school, which is partnered with the Ottawa Jewish Community School (OJCS) as part of the 
Partnership 2Gether Program of the Jewish Federation of Ottawa. With the Spunts is Hanadiv 
teacher Yardena Biton, who works closely with OJCS teachers to organize special joint projects 
that connect the students and create a living bridge between Ottawa and Metula.

Joan Spunt with one of the students at Hanadiv School in Metula.

Catch breaking news at 
www.ottawajewishbulletin.com

http://limmudottawa.ca/web/
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Four years ago, as a Grade 12 
student at the Anne and Max 
Tanenbaum Community Hebrew 
Academy of Toronto, I was 

deliberating whether I should follow my 
dream and accept an offer to attend 
Carleton’s prestigious journalism 
program.

In theory, it was a no brainer. I loved 
writing. I wanted to be a journalist. 
Ottawa, albeit having only been there 
twice, seemed like a beautiful city. But all 
I heard from my peers and my commun-
ity was how anti-Semitic the atmosphere 
was at Carleton and how, year after year, 
Jewish students lived in fear and discom-

fort given the politics of the student body.
Admittedly, I can’t speak to the 

situation before my time at the univer-
sity, as perhaps things were worse before 
I got to Ottawa. But, four years later, I 
know those perceptions couldn’t be 
further from the truth.

Through the fi rst month of school 
this year, Chabad Student Network (CSN) 
events have been packed with both new 
and returning students. Hundreds came 
out for our kick-off barbecue, and close 
to 300 attended our Rosh Hashanah 
dinner.

Like anything in life, university is what 
you make of it. This applies equally to 

one’s Jewish experience at school. For 
me, this started in my frosh week when I 
approached the rabbi with the big, bushy 
beard at the annual clubs’ sign-up day, 
and put my name down for CSN.

I am not religious. For me, the most 
fulfi lling experiences I’ve had have been 
CSN’s community service events such as 
barbecues for the homeless and our visits 
to CHEO.

A few weeks ago, about a dozen 
students gathered at Chabad House to 
send letters to families in Israel who had 
lost loved ones during the Gaza confl ict 
this summer. 

We also brought back one of our most 
popular initiatives from a few years ago, 
as each student bought and wrapped 
gifts to send to children in Israel whose 
lives have been interrupted by rocket 
attacks.

While these types of events have a 
religious component, they’ve also taught 
me basic lessons about being a better 
person. I know that, without Chabad, I 
would never think to do these types of 
things on my own as I try to balance my 
academics and social life.

Whether it means taking a break 
from readings to come to a Shabbat 
dinner, it can certainly be challenging 
to fi t that Jewish component into one’s 
university experience. But I encourage 
students to at least try out CSN. 

With the Jewish community on 
Ottawa’s campuses continuing to grow, 
so too must our Jewish pride.

Chabad programs have taught him to be 
a better person, says Sammy Hudes.

Carleton University student Sammy Hudes, 
the city-wide president of the Chabad Student 

Network of Ottawa, says he’s found fulfi lment 
in Chabad’s community service programs.

Chabad Student Network 
offers Jewish experiences to 
Ottawa’s university students

Subscription about to lapse? 
Don’t miss one issue.  Renew today.

613-798-4696, ext. 256
or at www.ottawajewishbulletin.com

http://www.jewishottawa.com
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BY GEREMY MILLER
JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES

While the High Holidays were a time 
for family gatherings, eating scrumptious 
meals and making plans and resolutions 
for the upcoming year, for some, they 
were fi lled with sorrow, loneliness and 
feelings of disconnect from their 
community.

The Thelma Steinman Seniors Support 
Services unit at Jewish Family Services of 
Ottawa understands holidays can be 
particularly diffi cult for some Jewish 
seniors.

“As our clients age, they have lost most 
of their counterparts, suffer from health 
problems, live far away from their 

children and fi nd it diffi cult to travel,” 
said Lisa Rossman, manager of the 
unit. 

“We’ve seen the negative impact that 
isolation and loneliness have on our 
clients during the chagim, which is why it 
is so important for our programs to 
incorporate Jewish content. It helps our 
clients remain connected to the Jewish 
community, to their identity.”

The Chaverim and the Binah adult day 
programs, both for individuals with mild 
to moderate cognitive impairment, offer 
participants a safe place to socialize with 
their peers and participate in Jewish 
activities. Over the holidays, there was a 
shofar blowing workshop, challah 

baking, lunch and learn in the Sukkah, 
and a musical performance to celebrate 
Simchat Torah.

“Our programs follow a client-centred 
approach with a focus on keeping 
participants connected to their Jewish 
identity. The holiday and festival activ-
ities are just one way we accomplish this 
objective,” said Ranit Braun, the adult 
day programs co-ordinator and lead 
facilitator.

The JFS adult day programs are a 
unique service available to the Jewish 
community, explained Rossman. Both 
programs mix technology – such as 
tablets for individual cognitive coaching 

– with Jewish culture, while working 
closely with a team of social workers.

The programs offer clients a positive 
and stimulating environment with 
activities that address their social, 
emotional, physical and spiritual needs 
and provide overwhelmed caregivers 
some respite and comfort knowing their 
loved ones are being looked after.

To ensure optimal client success, group 
sizes are kept small. There are currently a 
few openings in both the Binah and 
Chaverim programs. 

For more information and to arrange a 
tour, contact Lisa Rossman at 613-722-
2255, ext. 392 or lrossman@jfsottawa.com.

Jewish content is important facet of JFS day programs for seniors

Promoting quality of life 
for persons 

with developmental disabilities 
in a Jewish environmnent

Mazel Tov to:
David Kardish on his special birthday by 

Dodie and Bram Potechin and family 
Jack Shapiro on his special birthday by 

Isabel and Norman Lesh 
Faye and Arnold Tennenhouse on their 

65th Wedding Anniversary by Gary and Diane 
Arkin

Jerry Nudelman on his 80th birthday by 
Debbie, Norm and Vicky Ferkin

Dr. Ed and Betty Rose on the birth of their 
granddaughter by Sandy and Gerry Bayne and 
family

Dave Moskovic on his 85th Birthday by 
Jonathan Fisher and Linda Slotin 

Hedy and Michael Segal on the birth of 
their granddaughter by Sandy and Gerry Bayne 
and family 

Miss Talia Caplan on her Bat Mitzvah by 
Michael and Sylvia Caplan

Irit and Harry Beck and family on the 
birth of their grandson, Lev by Ellie, Joel, and 
Sarah Kanigsberg and Kathy, Justin and Ethan 
Schwartz

Joanna and Ira Abrams and family on 
the birth of their grandson by Ellie and Joel 
Kanigsberg

Ruth and Dale Fyman and family on the 
birth of their granddaughter by Ellie and Joel 
Kanigsberg

Norm Zagerman on his special birthday by 
Debbie and Norm Ferkin

In Memory of:
Fan Tucker by Dodie and Bram Potechin 

and family
Larry Penso by Jerry and Lily Penso and 

family
Arnie Vered by Debra and Gary Viner and 

family
Mark Kerzner by Nina May and Jeremy 

Rudin 
Judi Kerzner by Nina May and Jeremy 

Rudin, by Barbara Greenberg and Barry Bokhaut

Morris Kimmel by Debbie and Norm Ferkin
Bob Gencher by Jerry and Lily Penso 
Harry Hartman by Rhoda and Joe Levitan 
Roz Zittell by Siobhan and Harris Stein
Allan Pearl by Barbara Greenberg and 

Barry Bokhaut, by Lesley and Jack Cramer
Father of Tamara Fathi by Sharron and 

Paul Finn
Mother of Mrs. Dekel Podolsky by Sharron 

and Paul Finn and family
Dr. Herb Cosman by Sharron and Paul 

Finn
Lynn Nadler by Joel and Ellie Kanigsberg 
Israel Shinder by Jerry and Lily Penso 
Goldie Rivers by Jerry and Lily Penso  
Norman Polowin by Michael and Sylvia 

Caplan

Refuah Shelema: 
David Smith by Rhoda and Joe Levitan
Shelley Schachnow by Debbie, Norm and 

Vicky Ferkin
Ruth Calof by Jonathan Fisher and Linda 

Slotin 
Maxie Greenberg by Debbie, Norm and 

Vicky Ferkin 

General:
Jamie Greenberg Thank you for your 

generous donation by Tamir Foundation 
Samantha Molot Shana Tova by Ellen and 

Lewis Levin
Lily Feig Shana Tova to you and your 

family by Lois and Jerry Nudelman 
Ingrid Levitz Shana Tova to you and your 

family by Lois and Jerry Nudelman 
Dan and Marilyn Kimmel Best luck in your 

new home by Sharron and Paul Finn and family
Linda and Murray Greenberg; Char-

lotte and Joel Greenberg; Barbara Green-
berg and Barry Bokhaut and family; Linda 
and Stephen Weiner; Edward Kerzner; Lois 
and Jerry Nudelman Shana Tova by Debbie, 
Norm, Vicky Ferkin 

Tamir acknowledges with sincere thanks the following donations, 
which were received as of September 29, 2014.

Donation cards can be purchased for a minimum donation of $18.00 by contacting the Tamir 
office at 613-725-3519, 11 Nadolny Sachs Private, Suite 218, Ottawa, Ontario, K2A 1R9, or by 
e-mail to francesmercer@tamir.ca
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Success doesn’t happen by avoiding the uncomfortable

When it comes to race day weather, I’ve been 
pretty lucky. An overcast sky and cool 
temperatures are ideal for endurance 
sports. More often than not, that’s what 

Mother Nature has delivered.
But I’ve also had to contend with hot, sunny race 

days, which can bring the toughest of the tough to their 
knees. I’ve seen people collapse from dehydration 
during races. Despite the varying weather conditions, 
including a blinding snow squall during a 10-km winter 
race, I’ve managed to complete every race I’ve started.

Ironically, it seemed my luck might run out on the day 
of my 13th half-marathon. The forecast for September 21 
was a 70 per cent chance of a rainstorm. I’ve run in light 
rain several times while training, but the thought of 21.1 
km in a downpour was daunting. The lightning bolt icon 
on my iPhone’s weather app wasn’t very encouraging. 
Nevertheless, like the majority of the 25,000 people who 
signed up to run fi ve or 21.1 km that day, I decided I’d 
show up – no matter what!

When I woke up, the weather was perfect. Cool and 
slightly overcast. When my husband dropped me off, I 
couldn’t make up my mind whether to take my rain 
jacket with me. I was feeling optimistic, so I left it in the 
car. If the rain held off, it would be too much of a 
nuisance to run with the jacket tied around my waist.

The excitement intensifi ed as thousands of runners 
warmed up in the various corrals. Finally, we heard the 
cannon fi re to signal the start of the Canada Army Run 
half-marathon. The RCMP brass band played inspira-

tional military music as we walked shoulder-to-shoulder 
to the start line. And then we were off.

I was feeling happy and making good time until about 
50 minutes into the race, when it started to rain. I didn’t 
see one person wearing a rain jacket. It had become so 
humid that wearing anything long-sleeved would have 
been intolerable. Fortunately, I sometimes think outside 
the box. I was the only person out of thousands to have 
the foresight to bring a shower cap. I took it out of my 
fuel belt pocket and placed it over my running cap. I 
may have looked foolish, but at least my head stayed 
dry.

The rain kept coming down as we ran through 
downtown Ottawa, over to Gatineau, and back to 
Ottawa, through the Rideau Hall grounds and along the 
canal. There were so many puddles, it soon became 
impossible to avoid them. There’s nothing pleasant 
about running with wet feet or drenched clothing. 
Despite the hardships, the runners, including me, 
carried on.

Whether we are fast, slow or somewhere in between, 

runners typically have an unwavering commitment to 
our sport and to ourselves. We learn to push through 
mental walls. We refuse to stop even when we are 
uncomfortable or in pain. We want nothing more than 
to get to the fi nish line. There are additional measures of 
success. Many of us want to get to the fi nish line faster 
than we’ve done before, scoring a “personal best” time. 
Competitive runners aim to fi nish ahead of other 
runners. And we all want to fi nish injury-free.

I fi nished the race saturated, but my luck didn’t run 
out that day. I came. I ran. I conquered. I felt joyful. The 
rain didn’t end up spoiling the experience; rather, I 
think it enhanced it. It helped remind me what I’m 
made of and what I’m capable of. I didn’t have my best 
completion time, but I wasn’t disappointed. On that day, 
my will to keep going meant more to me than my race 
time. If you’re not a runner, you’re probably thinking 
that running, especially in the rain, is pointless. But the 
thousands of us who showed up that day got the point: 
Success doesn’t happen by avoiding the uncomfortable. 
Success requires conviction, even if it means splashing 
through puddles to achieve your goal.

My devoted husband stood in the rain with his 
camera for quite some time in order to capture my 
moment of glory. He got a photo of me running to the 
fi nish line – with the shower cap on my head. And then 
his water-logged camera short-circuited.

Gloria Schwartz is a personal trainer at the Soloway JCC 
and the author of Personal Best: Train Your Brain and 
Transform Your Body for Life. 

GLORIA SCHWARTZ  

FOCUS ON 
FITNESS

Silly me. I actually thought that the barbarism of 
ISIS, its recruitment of disaffected Muslim youth 
in Western countries, and its attempts to export 
its grisly terrorism to the West would allow Israel 

and the United States to get their relationship back on 
track.

The Obama administration’s decision to fi ght the 
Sunni terrorist organization ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq 
and the Levant) seemed to indicate that it was fi nally 
able to appreciate the real dangers of a radical Islamic 
movement that has little to do with borders and every-
thing to do with destroying infi dels – other Muslims, 
Christians and Jews – who aren’t ready to return to the 
Dark Ages.

Even U.S. President Barack Obama, the ultimate 
appeaser, can’t ignore the gruesome, explicit videos of 
ISIS beheadings of Westerners, and the threats to spread 
this barbarity outside the Middle East.

Surely he has to realize that ISIS is fuelled by the same 
kind of hatred and ignorance that threatens Israel’s 
existence – not just from Hamas, which is blatant about 
its aims to destroy Israel for Allah, but also from the 
secular Palestinian Authority, which uses many of the 
same hate- and religious-based propaganda techniques 
to demonize Jews and delegitimize Israel.

But, when Obama and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu met at the White House earlier 
this month, the American leader continued to insist that 
settlements were still the main obstacle to peace.

Meanwhile, the terrorist group Hamas and the 
self-styled moderate Palestinian Authority have 
resumed their unholy alliance.

And, in Middle America, authorities are downplaying 
the religious motivations of a recent convert to Islam 

who beheaded a co-worker in Oklahoma.
Yes, Alton Nolen – an African-American also known 

as “Jah’Keem Yisrael” on social media – had made 
infl ammatory statements about white people, had 
viewed internet material related to al-Qaida, and used 
“some Arabic terms during the attack” on a white 
female co-worker, according to Greg Mashburn, the 
district attorney for Cleveland County.

But Mashburn and others insist there’s no connection 
between Nolen and ISIS – perhaps because they failed to 
fi nd his membership card and secret decoder ring. The 
idea that this particular form of revenge was inspired by 
radical Islam has been swept under the prayer rug.

So much for the ISIS crisis as a catalyst for greater 
understanding of the danger of Islamist-based hatred, 
and for greater appreciation of the threats to Israel.

Netanyahu’s September 29 speech to the United 
Nations General Assembly – you can read the full 
transcript at http://tinyurl.com/ntqdhqk – was Bibi at his 
barn-burning best.

“ISIS and Hamas are branches of the same poisonous 
tree,” he said. Like Boko Haram in Nigeria, al-Shabab in 
Somalia, Hezbollah in Lebanon and others, Hamas and 
ISIS “all share a fanatic ideology.

“They all seek to create ever-expanding enclaves of 

militant Islam where there is no freedom and no 
tolerance, where women are treated as chattel, 
Christians are decimated and minorities are subjugated, 
sometimes given the stark choice, convert or die. For 
them, anyone can be considered an infi del, including 
fellow Muslims.”

He reminded his audience that, just because this kind 
of violence is still limited mostly to the Middle East, 
Western nations can’t afford to be complacent.

“The fi ght against militant Islam is indivisible,” he 
said. “When militant Islam succeeds anywhere, it’s 
emboldened everywhere. When it suffers a blow in one 
place, it’s set back in every place … Israel is fi ghting a 
fanaticism today that your countries may be forced to 
fi ght tomorrow.”

But Obama doesn’t seem to buy it, nor does he want 
to hear Netanyahu’s warnings that conquering ISIS 
won’t mean anything if the U.S. allows Iran to expand its 
nuclear capabilities.

It’s much easier – and more politically expedient – to 
focus on settlements as the main obstacle to peace. And 
Israel makes it easier for him to do so by continually 
catching the U.S. off guard with awkwardly timed 
announcements of new construction in disputed 
territories.

But it’s also true that, even as he prepares to fi ght a 
movement with the word “Islamic” in its title, the 
American president refuses to link the barbarism to a 
radical interpretation of Islam.

According to commentator Charles Krauthammer, 
Obama prefers to use the term “violent extremism … as 
if all these [violent attacks around the world] by an 
amazing coincidence are perpetrated in the name of 
Islam.”

Krauthammer is correct when he says, “If you can’t 
name the enemy, you don’t want to identify the enemy, 
you can’t correctly fi ght the enemy.”

Israel recognizes the enemy is radical Islam. Isn’t it 
time for the U.S. to do the same?

ISIS fuelled by the same hatred and 
ignorance that threatens Israel’s existence

BARBARA CROOK 

MY ISRAEL
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foundation donations   |   Ottawa Jewish Community Foundation

Our future is in your hands
To make a donation 
and/or send a tribute card, 
call the Foundation office 
(613-798-4696 ext. 274)

e-mail: tributecards@ojcf.ca 
website: www.OJCF.ca

The Board of Directors of the Ottawa 
Jewish Community Foundation acknowl-
edges with thanks contributions to the 
following funds as of September 22, 
2014.

ABELSON FAMILY 
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:

Gerald Thaw by Tracey Kronick and Alan 
Abelson. 

MARJORIE AND BEN ACHBAR 
COMMUNITY ENDOWMENT FUND
Birthday Wishes to:

Helen Saipe by Marjorie and Ben Achbar.
In Memory of:

Fern Cohen by Marjorie and Ben Achbar. 
R’fuah Sh’leimah to:

Joe Viner by Marjorie and Ben Achbar. 

MARY AND ISRAEL (AL) ALLICE 
MEMORIAL FUND
R’fuah Sh’leimah to:

Bill Silverman by Irving and Beverly 
Swedko. 

ANNE AND LOUIS ARRON 
MEMORIAL FUND
In Memory of:

Gerald Thaw by Daphne and Stanley Arron. 

ABRAHAM AND RACHEL BAROOK 
MEMORIAL FUND
Happy Rosh Hashanah to:

Ron and Celie Goldstein by Cynthia and 
Max Weinstein.

Phyllis and Ab Slatt by Cynthia and Max 
Weinstein. 

CAYLA AND MICHAEL BAYLIN 
ENDOWMENT FUND
Anniversary Wishes to:

Sandra and Jacie Levinson by Cayla and 
Michael Baylin. 
Birthday Wishes to:

Helen Saipe by Cayla and Michael Baylin. 
R’fuah Sh’leimah to:

Bill Silverman by Cayla and Michael 
Baylin. 

CELIA AND MAX BOOKMAN 
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Observance of the Yahrzeit of:

Max Bookman, a dear father by Rebecca 
Halpern.

Celia Bookman, a dear mother by Rebecca 
Halpern. 

HOWARD, JEFFREY, ANDREW, 
MICHAEL, GREGORY 
AND ZACHARY COGAN 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Birthday Wishes to:

Alyce Baker by Fred and Lisa Cogan. 

SANDI AND EDDY COOK 
ENDOWMENT FUND
R’fuah Sh’leimah to:

Bill Silverman by Sandi and Eddy Cook and 
family.

SAM AND SUSAN FIRESTONE 
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:

Gerald “Gerry” Thaw by Susan and Sam 
Firestone. 

FLORENCE FAMILY MEMORIAL FUND
In Observance of the Yahrzeit of:

Harry Florence, a dear uncle by A.L., Ann, 
Leanne and Brendan Smith. 

JARVIS FREEDMAN 
TORAH TAPE LIBRARY
Happy Rosh Hashanah to:

Josh and Samantha Freedman by Dan and 
Marilyn Kimmel. 

ALFRED AND KAYSA FRIEDMAN 
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:

Fern Cohen by Alfred and Kaysa Friedman. 

ROBERT AND LEAH GENCHER 
FAMILY FUND
In Memory of:

Robert “Bob” Gencher by Corinne and 
Sheldon Taylor; and by Kathie and Neal 
Petersen. 

STAN AND LIBBY GLUBE 
FAMILY FUND
Happy Rosh Hashanah to:

Bev and Bryan Glube and family by Susan 
and Charles Schwartzman and family. 

JACK AND GERT GOLDSTEIN 
MEMORIAL FUND
R’fuah Sh’leimah to:

Bill Silverman by Diane and Allen Abramson. 

LARRY AND SHEILA HARTMAN 
ENDOWMENT FUND
Happy Rosh Hashanah to:

Sunny and John Tavel and family by Sheila 
and Larry Hartman and family. 

JEREMY KANTER MEMORIAL FUND
Happy Rosh Hashanah to:

Jonathan Freedman and Aviva Ben-Choreen 
and family by Evelyn Eisenberg. 

Steven and Roz Fremeth and family by 
Evelyn Eisenberg. 

HIRAM AND LILLIAN KATHNELSON 
FAMILY FUND
R’fuah Sh’leimah to:

Philip Lazear by Anita and Mike Roodman. 

LIBBY AND STAN KATZ FAMILY 
COMMUNITY ENDOWMENT FUND
Birthday Wishes to:

Libby Katz by Laura and Gordon Spergel. 

ARTHUR AND SARAH KIMMEL 
MEMORIAL FUND
Mazel Tov to:

Michael Baker on being the recipient of the 
Forty Under 40 award by Roslyn and Arnie 
Kimmel. 

DANIEL AND MARILYN KIMMEL 
ENDOWMENT FUND
Mazel Tov to:

Daniel and Marilyn Kimmel on their new 
home by Steven, Hildy, Maya and Dahlia Lesh. 

MORRIS AND LILLIAN KIMMEL 
MEMORIAL FUND
In Memory of:

Gerald “Gerry” Thaw by Steven and Shelli 
Kimmel. 

Continued on page 18

HILLEL LODGE 
LEGACY FUND

Birthday Wishes to:
Dave Moskovic by Roz and Lee Raskin. 

OTTAWA JEWISH 
COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

ENDOWMENT FUND 
R’fuah Sh’leimah to:

Bill Silverman by Dan and Marilyn 
Kimmel. 

SARA AND ZEEV VERED 
ISRAEL CULTURAL PROGRAM FUND

Birthday Wishes to:
Ruthie Garber by Len Goldberg. 

SHIRLEY AND SHIER BERMAN FUND 
FOR OTTAWA JEWISH ARCHIVES

In Memory of:
Shira Herzog by Shirley Berman. 

AJA 50+ ENDOWMENT FUND
AJA 50+ DAVID SMITH 

OTTAWA JEWISH COMMUNITY 
SCHOOL 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND
AKIVA EVENING HIGH SCHOOL 

ENDOWMENT FUND
ADINA BEN PORAT MACHON SARAH 

TORAH EDUCATION FUND
DORIS BRONSTEIN TALMUD TORAH 

AFTERNOON SCHOOL FUND
BARRY FISHMAN 

OTTAWA JEWISH BULLETIN 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND

MARTIN GLATT 
PARLIAMENT LODGE 

B’NAI BRITH 
PAST PRESIDENTS’ FUND

MENDEL AND VALERIE GOOD 
HOLOCAUST 

CONTINUING EDUCATION FUND
GREENBERG FAMILIES 

LIBRARY FUND
FUND FOR THE NEXT GENERATION 
JEWISH COMMUNITY CEMETERY 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL FUND
JEWISH FAMILY SERVICES 

AGENCY FUND
JEWISH MEN’S 

SOFTBALL LEAGUE FUND
JEWISH STUDENTS ASSOCIATION - 

HILLEL FUND

JEWISH YOUTH LIBRARY 
OF OTTAWA ENDOWMENT FUND

DAVID “THE BEAR” KARDASH 
CAMP B’NAI BRITH MEMORIAL FUND

OTTAWA JEWISH CEMETERIES 
ZICHARON FUND

OTTAWA JEWISH COMMUNITY 
ENDOWMENT FUND

OTTAWA JEWISH 
COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

PARENT FUND
OTTAWA JEWISH 

COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
AGENCY FUND 

OTTAWA JEWISH 
COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

CHILDREN OF THE BOOK 
AWARD FUND 

OTTAWA JEWISH 
COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

FUND IN MEMORY 
OF EVA WINTROB 
OTTAWA JEWISH 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY FUND
OTTAWA LODGE B’NAI BRITH #885 

PAST PRESIDENTS FUND
OTTAWA LODGE B’NAI BRITH #885 
PRESIDENTS SCHOLARSHIP FUND

OTTAWA MODERN 
JEWISH SCHOOL FUND

OTTAWA POST 
JEWISH WAR VETERANS FUND

OTTAWA TORAH INSTITUTE 
TORAH EDUCATION FUND

PINCHAS ZUKERMAN 
MUSIC EDUCATION FUND
RAMBAM MAIMONIDES 

JEWISH CONTINUITY FUND
SOLOWAY JEWISH 

COMMUNITY CENTRE 
EARLY CHILDHOOD 
EDUCATION FUND

SOLOWAY JEWISH COMMUNITY 
SUMMER CAMP SCHOLARSHIP FUND

SOLOWAY JEWISH 
COMMUNITY CENTRE 

ENDOWMENT FUND
SOLOWAY JEWISH 

COMMUNITY CENTRE 
YOUTH SERVICES FUND

TORAH ACADEMY OF OTTAWA 
TORAH EDUCATION FUND 

Join us in building our community 
by supporting these local agencies
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SHARON KOFFMAN 
ATHLETIC SCHOLARSHIP FUND
Birthday Wishes to:

Norman Zagerman by Fay Koffman. 
Mazel Tov to:

Norman Zagerman on his maftir by Fay 
Koffman. 

KRANTZBERG KRANE FAMILY FUND
Happy Rosh Hashanah to:

Myra and Sam Krane and family by Susan 
and Charles Schwartzman and family. 

Charles and Susan Schwartzman and family 
by Sam and Myra Krane and family. 

Brenda and Marvin Segal and family by Sam 
and Myra Krane and family.
In Appreciation to:

Nicolette Fellegi by Sam and Myra Krane 
and family. 

SUSAN AND DAVID KRIGER 
ENDOWMENT FUND
Mazel Tov to:

Alan and Miriam Sobel and family on 
Emma’s engagement by Susan and David 
Kriger. 

HILDY AND STEVEN LESH 
ENDOWMENT FUND
Birthday Wishes to:

Dave Moskovic by Steven and Hildy Lesh 
and family. 
R’fuah Sh’leimah to:

Ruth Calof by Steven and Hildy Lesh and 
family. 

NORMAN AND ISABEL LESH 
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:

Gerald “Gerry” Thaw by Norman and Isabel 
Lesh. 

SANDRA AND JACIE LEVINSON 
ENDOWMENT FUND
Anniversary Wishes to:

Sandra and Jacie Levinson by Sheila and 
Larry Hartman. 

JOSEPH AND EVELYN LIEFF 
ENDOWMENT FUND
Birthday Wishes to:

Helen Saipe by Evelyn Lieff. 
R’fuah Sh’leimah to:

Joe Viner by Evelyn Lieff. 

DAVID LOEB FAMILY FUND
Birthday Wishes to:

Norman Zagerman by Adele and David 
Loeb. 
R’fuah Sh’leimah to:

Joe Viner by Adele and David Loeb. 

JACOB MALOMET 
MEMORIAL FUND
Birthday Wishes to:

David Moskovic by Diana and Alvin 
Malomet.
Happy Rosh Hashanah to:

Joan Bloom by Diana and Alvin Malomet. 
David Moskovic and Ruth Calof and 

families by Diana and Alvin Malomet. 

Sally and Elliott Levitan and family by 
Diana and Alvin Malomet. 

Ruth and Joe Viner and family by Diana and 
Alvin Malomet. 

PINKAS AND YEHUDIT NEWMAN 
MEMORIAL FUND
R’fuah Sh’leimah to:

Phyllis Newman by Marilyn and Will 
Newman. 

JACK AND MIRIAM PLEET 
ENDOWMENT FUND
Birthday Wishes to:

Norman Zagerman by Miriam Pleet.

FRANCES AND MORTON ROSS 
FAMLY FUND
Birthday Wishes to:

Beverly Greenberg by Fran and Mort Ross. 
Irwin Pressman by Fran and Mort Ross. 
Helen Zipes by Fran and Mort Ross. 

In Memory of:
Maurice Borts by Fran and Mort Ross. 
Rahamim “Ray” Fathi by Fran and Mort 

Ross. 
Helen and Abe Fleming, dear grandparents 

by Liz, Jon, Keith and Jesse Ross and families.
Vicky Ruiter by Fran and Mort Ross. 

Mazel Tov to:
Elissa Iny on the chanting of the haftorah for 

Rosh Hashanah by Fran and Mort Ross. 
Jane and Len Shore on their marriage by 

Fran and Mort Ross.
R’fuah Sh’leimah to:

Bill Silverman by Fran and Mort Ross. 
Sheldon Taylor by Fran and Mort Ross. 

SHELLEY AND SID ROTHMAN 
FAMILY FUND
In Memory of:

Gerald Thaw by Shelley Rothman. 

ELAYNE AND WESLEY SCHACTER 
ENDOWMENT FUND
Birthday Wishes to:

Sharon Appotive by Elayne and Wesley 
Schacter and family. 

Joy Mender by Elayne and Wesley Schacter 
and family. 
Happy Rosh Hashanah to:

Bryan and Bev Glube by Elayne and Wesley 
Schacter and family. 

ISRAEL AND REBECCA SHORE 
MEMORIAL FUND
Mazel Tov to:

Len and Jane Shore on their marriage by 
Corinne and Sheldon Taylor and family. 

LINDA SILVERMAN 
MEMORIAL FUND
Birthday Wishes to:

David Moskovic by Marvin and Phyllis 
Silverman. 

STELLA AND LOUIS SLACK 
MEMORIAL FUND
Anniversary Wishes to:

Barry and Sharron Denofsky by Bonnie and 
Paul Bowering. 

CHARLES AND RAE TAVEL 
MEMORIAL FUND
Mazel Tov to:

Sunny Tavel on receiving the Kipnis-Wilson/
Friedland Award by Judy and Joey Kaback. 

BRENT AND RISA TAYLOR 
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:

Fern Cohen by Brent, Risa and Shira Taylor. 
Gerald “Gerry” Thaw by Brent, Risa and 

Shira Taylor. 
Mazel Tov to:

Bram and Chani Bregman on the birth 
of their twins, Yitzchak Yosef Bregman and 
Adeera Emuna Bregman by Brent, Risa and 
Shira Taylor. 

Sunny Tavel on receiving the Kipnis-
Wilson/Friedland Award by Brent, Risa and 
Shira Taylor. 

BARBARA AND GERALD THAW 
ENDOWMENT FUND 
In Memory of:

Gerald Thaw by Jean Myers; by Leona 
Pinkus and family; by Shirley Goldfarb; 
by Arnold and Naomi Garber; by Susan 
Hitzig and Kenny Yaffe; by Ian and Melissa 
Shabinsky; by Francie Greenspoon and 
Norman Lieff; by TeraMach Technlogies; by Nav 
Canada / The Sim Centre; by Barbara and Len 
Farber; and by Sandy and Philip Gennis and 
family. 

LISE AND MARK THAW 
FAMILY FUND
Happy Rosh Hashanah to:

Donna and Josh Cohen by Lise, Mark, 
Alayna and Bryan Thaw. 

Stan and Gail Hitzig by Lise, Mark, Alayna 
and Bryan Thaw. 

Joany and Andy Katz and family by Lise, 
Mark, Alayna and Bryan Thaw. 

Dorothy Nadolny by Lise, Mark, Alayna and 
Bryan Thaw. 

Norman and Elsa Swedko by Lise, Mark, 
Alayna and Bryan Thaw. 

Barbara Thaw by Lise, Mark, Alayna and 
Bryan Thaw. 

Liz Vered and family by Lise, Mark, Alayna 
and Bryan Thaw. 

MOSES, CHENYA AND HENRY 
TORONTOW MEMORIAL FUND
Happy Rosh Hashanah to:

Jean Naemark and family by Bea 
Torontow. 

STEPHEN AND GAIL VICTOR 
ENDOWMENT FUND
R’fuah Sh’leimah to:

Joe Viner by Stephen and Gail Victor. 

MILDRED AND PERCY WEINSTEIN 
ENDOWMENT FUND
Anniversary Wishes to:

Sheila and Larry Hartman by Millie 
Weinstein. 
Birthday Wishes to:

Norman Zagerman by Millie Weinstein. 

IRVING AND DIANE WEXLER 
FAMILY FUND
Birthday Wishes to:

Helen Saipe by Diane Wexler. 

SAM AND HELENE ZARET 
MEMORIAL FUND
Happy Rosh Hashanah to:

Donna and Eric Levin by Debi and Neil 
Zaret and family. 

Continued on page 19

Important Notice 
to all Fund Advisors 

of the
Ottawa Jewish Community Foundation

If you would like to make changes 
in the allocations from your endowment fund 

for the 2014 disbursements, 
the request needs to be received in writing

by October 31, 2014. 

Please send your allocation instructions 
by one of the following methods:

Online request form: www.OJCF.ca
Email: mbazuk@jewishottawa.com
Tel: 613-798-4696, ext. 252
Fax: 613-798-4695, Attn: Mike Bazuk 
Mail or in person: 
21 Nadolny Sachs Private
Ottawa, ON  K2A 1R9
Your cooperation is appreciated.
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ZIPES KARANOFSKY FAMILY 
ENDOWMENT FUND
In Memory of:

Laurie Strano by Rick and Helen Zipes. 

SANDRA AND SAM ZUNDER 
ENDOWMENT FUND
Birthday Wishes to:

Helen Saipe by Sandra and Sam Zunder and 
family. 

THE WOMEN’S COLLECTIVE 
PHILANTHROPY PROGRAM

Providing support for services and programs 
that directly benefit women and children. 
WOMEN’S COLLECTIVE 
ENDOWMENT FUND
Mazel Tov to:

Hennie Corrin on receiving the Great West 
Life Award of Distinction by Lynne Oreck-
Wener and Bob Wener and family. 

THE SAUL AND EDNA GOLDFARB 
B’NAI MITZVAH PROGRAM

JORDAN SAMUEL FINN 
B’NAI MITZVAH FUND
Birthday Wishes to:

Jack Shapiro by Paul and Sharon Finn and 
family. 
Happy Rosh Hashanah to:

Sandy and Allen Quallenberg by Paul and 
Sharon Finn and family. 
In Memory of:

Gerald “Gerry” Thaw by Paul and Sharon 
Finn and family. 

Mazel Tov to:
Sarah Beutel on becoming President of 

Na’amat Canada by Paul and Sharon Finn and 
family. 

LIEFF FAMILY 
B’NAI MITZVAH FUND
Birthday Wishes to:

Ruth Milne by Francie Greenspoon and 
Norman Lieff and family. 

NOAH REICHSTEIN 
B’NAI MITZVAH FUND 
In Appreciation to:

David Smith by the Reichstein family.

MARSHALL ROTHMAN 
B’NAI MITZVAH FUND
In Memory of:

Gerald “Gerry” Thaw by Marshall Rothman. 

DAHLIA AND ZACHARY SHABSOVE 
B’NAI MITZVAH FUND
R’fuah Sh’leimah to:

Bill Silverman by the Shabsove family. 

Contributions may be made online 
at www.OJCF.ca or by contacting 
the office at 613-798-4696 extension 
274, Monday to Friday or by email at 
tributecards@ojcf.ca. 

Attractive cards are sent to convey 
the appropriate sentiments. All dona-
tions are acknowledged with a charitable 
receipt.

Donating made easy at
www.OJCF.ca 

Donations can be made 
for all occasions 

and life-cycle events. 

Use our online donation form to send 
one or multiple tribute cards 

to your friends and loved ones 
in one secure transaction.

Charitable receipts 
are issued and sent directly 

to your email account.

Try it TODAY!

http://www.jccottawa.com
http://www.jccottawa.com/programs-services/family/
http://www.shalombabyottawa.ca/
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Thank you for making 
CBB of Ottawa your 
second HOME
Come and Celebrate with CBB of Ottawa!

Saturday November 29th,  
7:30-9:30 pm

Community Wide Celebration 
@ The Soloway JCC! 

Did You Know?

 That 2015 is our 80th birthday?

 That in the last 5 years, we have spent  
 over $1,000,000 on new facilities or
 renewal of old ones?

 That we are the fastest growing camp 
 in Eastern Canada, and space is becoming 
 limited?

For more information please contact:
Jonathan Pivnick, Camp Director - director@cbbottawa.com

613.244.9210
Visit us online at: cbbottawa.com

facebook.com/CBBOttawa

Financial Assistance Available 
& Confidentially Handled 

http://www.cbbottawa.com
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At the theatre last month, I found myself 
feeling awkwardly uncomfortable. A divert-
my-eyes or feel-like-silently-squirming-out 
kind of uncomfortable. Not in pique or 

protest or self-righteousness, not in boredom or in 
disinterest, but in something else. Awash in the feeling 
a neat-freak might have glancing at a sink of unwashed 
dishes, or a musically inclined person might have when 
a chord sequence doesn’t resolve.

It was the play The Boy in the Moon, brought to stage 
by the vision of Susannah Dalfen in honour of her late 
husband, Charles (Chuck) Dalfen. As Susannah (disclo-
sure: a friend) described her choice of tribute to the 
GCTC opening night audience, September 18, at the 
Irving Greenberg Theatre Centre, “This play symbolizes 
for me a great deal of what Chuck stood for: the value of 
creativity and the deep sensitivity to navigate the world 
through both our vulnerability and our strengths.”

It’s a stunning quote, beautiful in its tender insight 
about a beloved life partner taken too soon – and even 
more stunning when one considers the unexpected 
range of strengths and vulnerabilities portrayed in the 
play. Adapted by playwright Emil Sher from Globe and 
Mail journalist Ian Brown’s memoir, the play chronicles 
the experience of a husband and wife raising their 
profoundly disabled son.

As the play progresses, we realize there are two sets of 
abilities and challenges being depicted, which some-
times overlap and other times clash: those of each 
parent, together and separately, and those of the 
struggling son, who never appears directly on stage.

I later mulled over the feeling of discomfort I, as an 
audience member, had experienced. Being privy to the 
living hell suffered by these characters, compounded by 
the knowledge that these two people are based on actual 
individuals, is diffi cult enough. But observing more 
negativity, lamenting and pessimism than any other single 
emotion emitted by the characters was nearly devastating. 
If there were trays of lemonade being passed around the 
edges of the lemon-fi lled orchard that was their life, that 
broken mother and father were sipping none of it.

Though he wasn’t in attendance, it was my husband 
who later helped me understand it. It was the feeling of 
someone who sees herself as compassionate and 
empathetic, who is prone to a degree of worry, obses-
siveness and anxiety, like many others are, but who also 
possesses a degree of unassailable optimism.

More broadly, that feeling reminded me of the 
attempts at social justice I try to eke out here and there, 
in my local community and beyond, with bits of success 
and plenty of failure. It reminded me of the belief I 
nurture in my heart if any of this is to matter: the belief 
that circumstances are, in some way, changeable and 

improvable; the belief that hope should be nurtured at 
all costs.

When I think of issues I have concerned myself with 
over the last couple of years, several examples come to 
mind:

Palestinians and Israelis won’t have everything they 
want, respectively, but they can each have a great deal, if 
they are willing to compromise along the right lines;

Processes of inclusion within our community institu-
tions can indeed work if stakeholders are properly 
convinced that expansion of boundaries doesn’t have to 
mean the erosion of values and tradition;

And, at the most abstract level, we can always have 
compassion for the other without giving up our own 
sense of internal solidarity.

Looking into the face of the other when that face has 
been drained of hope, however, makes the task of 
tikkun olam that much more diffi cult. Maintaining 
focus when others are naysaying, or simply continuing 
in the midst of direct obstacles, all suck the life out of 
the social justice seeker’s task.

But it was good practice for me that night. It was good 
for me to experience emotional discomfort in that 
darkened theatre. It was good practice for realizing 
something so important and yet, often, elusive: that 
those who are the neediest may never be able to provide 
the writer, the activist, the would-be giver, with the dose 
of optimism required to make the work easier. But 
neither are we free to desist from it.

Mira Sucharov is an associate professor of political science 
at Carleton University.

We can have compassion for the other 
without giving up our own internal solidarity

MIRA SUCHAROV 

VALUES, ETHICS, 
COMMUNITY

http://www.jewishottawa.com


22       

October 22, 2014

 OTTAWAJEWISHBULLETIN.COM

A Child of Christian Blood
By Edmund Levin
Schocken Books
377 pages

In March 1911, shortly before Passover, Andrei 
Yushchinsky, a 13-year-old Ukrainian boy, was found 
murdered in an industrial district of Kiev. The police 
botched the investigation and, then, under pressure 

from the Black Hundreds, an ultra-nationalist group that 
organized pogroms, they charged Mendel Beilis with the 
crime.

Beilis was a clerk at a Jewish-owned brick factory 
located near the cave in which the child’s body was found. 
The case was framed as one of ritual murder. Jews had 
murdered the boy to drain his blood to make matzo – the 
traditional blood libel.

It took three years to bring Beilis to trial. For much of 
that time, in accordance with the Russian legal system, he 
was unable to communicate with his family or even his 
lawyers.

A Child of Christian Blood, Edmund Levin’s book about 
the case, is well researched and vividly written. The case 
was sensational at the time, and Levin shows how it played 
into international politics. Imperial Germany was the fi rst 
foreign government to protest. It had an interest in 
straining the Russian alliance with Britain and France. The 
United States preferred silence, because of a pending trade 
treaty with Russia. Jewish groups in the west wavered.

Four years after the trial, the Russian Empire collapsed. 
The Soviet government had a commission study the Beilis 
trial. In 1989, the Soviet state collapsed, and much original 
material, including the case fi les at the Kiev courthouse, 
became available. Levin, apparently, was the fi rst author to 
use these materials to write a history. He also uses a trial 
transcript commissioned by a newspaper, contemporary 
newspaper accounts, interviews with Beilis, and memoirs 
by Beilis and others, including some of his lawyers.

Levin’s narrative actually begins centuries earlier, in 
1150, in England, when a monk named Thomas of 
Monmouth published a monograph in which he claimed 
to solve the murder of a 12-year-old boy, which happened 
some years before. Levin says Thomas’ book is the precise 

origin of the blood libel that soon spread all over Europe. 
As the epigraph to his book, Levin uses an excerpt from 
The Prioress’ Tale, by Geoffrey Chaucer, which tells the 
story of a ritual murder.

Even in medieval times, European governments rejected 
the blood libel myth. The papacy denounced it and Levin 
connects its revival at the beginning of the 20th century in 
Russia to the autocracy of Czar Nicholas II, who believed 
he had divine right to govern the Russian Empire and a 
mystical bond with his people. Anti-Semitism was an 
organizing principle of his rule, and offi cials seeking the 
czar’s favour promoted framing the Beilis case as a blood 
libel. Other offi cials, though also anti-Semitic, opposed it, 
but were overruled. They seem to have thought it would 
give anti-Semitism a bad name.

The centrepiece of the book is Levin’s day-by-day 
narrative of the trial. Beilis was well represented by strong 
lawyers, including Oskar Gruzenburg, Russia’s most 
prominent Jewish attorney. The prosecution’s case 
consisted largely of trumped-up expert evidence that 
Chasidic Jews engaged in ritual murder, along with 
hearsay evidence against Beilis. Under Russian procedural 
rules, the judge put two questions to the jury: was the 
crime consistent with ritual murder; and did Beilis do it?

The jury of Ukrainian peasants answered “yes” to the 
question of whether it was a ritual murder, but “no” to the 

question of whether Beilis did it. Apparently, the jury 
determined he was the wrong Jew. The czar, though, 
considered the outcome a victory.

Beilis and his family were able to move to the United 
States after the First World War and he wrote a book, The 
Story of My Sufferings, originally published in Yiddish in 
1925, about his experience. Beilis’ story was also the basis 
of Bernard Malamud’s novel The Fixer, which also became 
a fi lm.

Levin closes A Child of Christian Blood with examples of 
how the Nazis made use of the blood libel, and then 
describes the post-Holocaust pogroms in Poland, 
which were sparked by ritual murder stories (the 
most notorious was in Kielce, where 42 Jews were killed in 
1946).

If Levin publishes a second edition, he can mention 
Wolf Blitzer’s CNN interview on August 4 with Hamas 
spokesman Osama Hamdan.

“We remember how the Jews killed Christians to use 
their blood for their holy matzo,” said Hamdan.

Challenged by Blitzer, he neither retracts nor substan-
tiates what he said, but makes long complaints about 
Israeli politicians.

A century after the Beilis case, the blood libel remains a 
propaganda weapon. It doesn’t have to be proved, or even 
believed, only repeated. 

The blood libel case that was the basis 
for Bernard Malamud’s The Fixer

MURRAY CITRON

BOOK REVIEW

Trusted accountants and business 
advisors to the Ottawa Jewish 
community for over 65 years. 

 

Local
Reliable

Established 
Experienced 

Knowledgeable

ggfl.ca An Independent Member Firm of
DFK Canada Inc. and DFK International

*Mutual funds offered by  
Sun Life Financial Investment Services (Canada) Inc.
Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada is a member of the 
Sun Life Financial group of companies.
© Sun Life Assurance Company of Canada, 2014. Life’s brighter under the sun

Your goals are unique. I can help you reach those goals with 
the right financial solutions. With a variety of options, like life 
insurance, health insurance and financial planning, I can help you 
find the right fit today. Let’s talk about Money for LifeTM.

Diane Koven BA(Hons.) CFP® CDFA CHS 

613-728-1223 ext 2235
diane.koven@sunlife.com
www.sunlife.ca/diane.koven 
1525 Carling Avenue, Suite 600 
Ottawa, ON  K1Z 8R9 

A century after the Beilis case, 
 the blood libel remains 
a propaganda weapon. 
 It doesn’t have to be proved, 
or even believed, only repeated.

http://www.ggfl.ca
http://www.qualityhotelmidtown.com
http://www.sunlife.ca/diane.koven
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www.jewishmemorialgardens.org

JEWISH 
MEMORIAL 
GARDENS

Your 
one-stop 
resource 
centre for 

funeral 
planning

613-688-3530

50 Bayswater Avenue • Ottawa, Ontario  K1Y 2E9
Tel: 613-759-8383 • Fax: 613-759-8448 • Email: district@districtrealty.com

Ottawa’s choice 

FOR COMMERCIAL 

REAL ESTATE, 

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 

AND OTTAWA APARTMENTS

Choice locations 

throughout the city.

www.districtrealty.com

UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, ACTIVITIES TAKE PLACE AT THE JOSEPH AND ROSE AGES FAMILY BUILDING, 21 NADOLNY SACHS PRIVATE

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 22

Ottawa Jewish Community School AGM:
31 Nadolny Sachs Private, 6 to 8 pm.
Info: Ellie Kamil, 613-722-0020, e.kamil@theojcs.ca

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 23

AJA 50+ Bridge and Mah Jongg Fundraiser: 
Agudath Israel, 1400 Coldrey Ave., 11:15 am to 3 pm. 
Info: Annette Paquin, 613-526-2968, 
aja50plus@sympatico.ca

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 24 AND SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25

The Shabbat Project: 
Join the Global Jewish Unity Initiative. 
Multiple Ottawa organizations are participating 
as 170 cities in 30 countries celebrate together. 
Info: Benita Siemiatycki, 613-798-4644,
bsiemiatycki@jewishottawa.com

MONDAY, OCTOBER 27

Canadian Magen David Adom concert:
with Cantor Daniel Benlolo and the Tamir Neshama 
and Beth Shalom Choirs, 
Beth Shalom, 151 Chapel St., 7 to 9 pm.
Info: chazzan@bethshalom.ca

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 28

Choices: Cocktail reception and dinner: An elegant 
Jewish Federation of Ottawa Women’s Campaign event, 
with Lynda Fishman, author of “Repairing Rainbows.”

Agudath Israel, 1400 Coldrey Ave., 6 to 9 pm.
Info: Nancy Walkington, 613-798-4696, ext. 294,
nwalkington@jewishottawa.com 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2

Limmud 4th Annual Festival of Learning and Culture:
Festival of Jewish learning respecting diversity, 
while creating an inclusive environment, 8 am to 8 pm.
Info: Jenny Roberge, 613-608-6872, 
limmudottawa@gmail.com

“Body and Soul: The State of the Jewish Nation”:
Canadian premiere of a fi lm about the connection 
of the Jewish people to Israel.  
Library & Archives Canada, 395 Wellington St., 7 to 10 pm.
Info: Fred Litwin, 613-261-9060,  
fred.litwin@gmail.com

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3

Ottawa Celebrity Sports Dinner: 
Event raises funds for the Soloway JCC 
and various other local non-profi t organizations.
Ottawa Conference & Event Centre, 200 Coventry Rd., 
5 to 9:30 pm.
Info: Pamela Rosenberg, 613-798-9818, ext. 271, 
prosenberg@jccottawa.com

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 6

Machzikei Hadas Ray Fathi Memorial Hockey Night:
includes Deli Dinner and transportation to the game.

Machzikei Hadas, 2310 Virginia Dr., 5 to 1045 pm.
Info: 613-521-9700, michelle@cmhottawa.com

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 2014 

2014 Holocaust Education Month Launch: The Shoah: 
Has Never Again become Again and Again? Featuring 
keynote speaker Bernie M. Farber. A program of the Shoah 
Committee of the Jewish Federation of Ottawa, 7 to 9 pm.
Info: Benita Siemiatycki, 613-798-4644,
bsiemiatycki@jewishottawa.com

COMING SOON
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 16

Stolperstein: A documentary on German artist Gunter 
Demnig’s project to memorialize victims of the Holocaust. 
Mayfair Theatre, 1074 Bank St., 7 to 9 pm. 
Info: Benita Siemiatycki, 613-798-4644,
bsiemiatycki@jewishottawa.com

Mizrahi Israeli Dance Party: 
with lively music, authentic Moroccan treats, 7 to 9:30 pm. 
Info: Ella Dagan, 613-798-9818, ext. 243, edagan@jccottawa.com

what’s going on   |   October 22 to November 9, 2014
   F O R  M O R E  CO M M U N I TY  L I S T I N G S ,     V I S I T  W W W. J E W I S H OT TA W A . CO M  A N D  S E L EC T  ‘ C L I C K  T O  S E E  M O R E  M O N T H S ’

OCTOBER 24 5:42 PM 
OCTOBER 31 5:31 PM

NOVEMBER 7 4:21 PM
NOVEMBER 14 4:13 PM

CANDLE LIGHTING BEFORE

NOVEMBER 5 FOR NOVEMBER 24
NOVEMBER 19  FOR DECEMBER 8

BULLETIN DEADLINES

condolences   

Shelly Fiennes

Joel Palmer 

Goldie Rivers, Toronto 

Machelle Shapira, Winnipeg 
(sister of Karen Ginsberg)

Israel Shinder

The Condolence Column 
is offered as a public service to the 
community. There is no charge. 
For listing in this column, 
please call 613 798-4696, ext. 274. 
Voice mail is available. May their memory be a blessing always. 

Condolences are extended to the families of: 

http://www/jewishottawa.com
http://www.districtrealty.com
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