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Upcoming Events

Sunday, April 7th
Yom Ha’Shoah
Holocaust Memorial Day Observance
Join the community to honor the
survivors and remember the victims
see pl5

Sunday, April 14th
Yom Ha’Atzma’ut
Israel’s Independence Day
Experience the Israel of today,
All with a stroll through the JEA!

Tuesday, April 16th
Evening of Comedy
For Yom Ha’Atzma’ut
Join JNF for an evening with
with comedian Joel Chasnoff
see p6

Sunday, May 5th
25th Annual Levy Concert
It’s an afternoon of pops, food
and fun — sure to please
families of all ages!

Levy Concert Promises Family Fun

After a rousing performance last
year, Strings of the South returns to the
JEA on Sunday, May 5, 2013, for the
annual Jack Malitz and Miriam Slotin

Strings of the South performers at the 2012 Jack ¢ Miriam

Levy Memorial Concert

Levy Memorial Concert. Once again
directed by high-octane pianist Eddie
Wilson, Strings of the South is promis-
ing a concert of show-stoppers with
everything from pop to the
classics; truly “something for
everyone,” Wilson assures.

The concert this year will have
a special emphasis on families
and children. The afternoon has
anew format: A complimentary
luncheon will be served at 12:
30pm, prior to the concert, to
help make it convenient for
families to attend. Sandwiches,
salads and desserts will be
served. The concert then will

begin at 1:30pm.

The musical program also is designed
with younger audiences in mind, first
by giving them an opportunity to ex-
perience orchestral surround sound up
close, something they cannot do on the
Internet or between headsets. In the
middle of the show, kids will be able
to come down and experience what
the conductor does and feel the music
right among the instruments. Also,
there will be instrumental tunes right
off the pop charts — they'll recognize
hits from Katy Perry, Jason Mraz and

Seepage?2

‘Tour’ Israel for Yom Ha’Atzma’ut, April 14

In celebration of Israel's 65th An-
niversary, unite with communities
worldwide and Walk the Land: Celebrate
LIFE! on Sunday, April 14, 2013 at 1:00
pm at the JEA. This unique event, tak-
ing place all over the United States and
around the world, offers you and your
family a glimpse of Israel today, and a
chance to revel in all its accomplish-
ments, without ever leaving Savannah.

‘Walk the land’ and visit each of the
ten murals (gifted to every participat-
ing city, including Savannah) that
display the numerous contributions
Israel has made to the world during the
past 65 years, emanating from the value
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that it places upon life. Along the way
we will be distributing educational
booklets and cards that feature Israeli
innovations and inventions, as well
as packets of seeds from Israel that,
together with seeds in 100 other cit-
ies, will be used to grow hundreds of
thousands of Israeli flowers around the
world, symbolic of the preciousness of
life. The ‘trip’ is designed to be enjoyed
by “tourists’ of all ages.

See page2
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Jewish Community exists for
you and because of you!
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Doing Good

Rescue, Relief and Renewal Around the World
Global Symposium . Atlanta, Georgia . April 11, 2013
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Three National Holidays, One Week
MASEL\a¥ Since the establishment of the State  the modern state of Israel in 1948. Itis ~ that having our
TO ALL HIGH SCHOOL & of Israel, four new holidays have been  observed on or near the 5th of Iyarin ~ own country to
COLLEGE GRADUATES added to the Jewish calendar - Yom  the Hebrew calendar, which usually  live in is not some-
AND YOUR FAMILIES HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance  fallsin April. thing we take for

You are invited to
submit your pictures and
records of achievement for
publication in our special
graduation section of the
June issue of the
Savannah Jewish News.

To be included, please
download the submission form
from www.savj.org or
pick one up at the JEA.

All submissions must be
received by the absolute
deadline of May 10, 2013.
Listings will be published
only in the June issue.

Return forms & pictures to:
sjnews@savj.org
or

Savannah Jewish News
5111 Abercorn St.
Savannah, GA 31405
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Kelly Clarkson as well as classic
popular music from the Beatles, movies
and television. It’s an opportunity for
families to really feel the beat together!

This year’s ensemble will be made
up of more than 20 performers. Fea-
tured soloists will include: Louise
Spencer, who thrilled last year’s au-
dience with her renditions of Barbra
Streisand favorites and regularly sells

Day), Yom Hazikaron (Memorial Day),
Yom Ha’atzma'ut (Independence Day),
and Yom Yerushalayim (Jerusalem
Day).

Three of these national days—Yom
HaShoah, Yom Hazikaron and Yom
Haatzma'ut, fall within one week—
when the sense of “Israelihood” is felt
most keenly. This is the week when
Israeli flags wave on all major streets
across the country and from most win-
dows and cars. This is the week when
skeptical Israelis set aside their cyni-
cism and appreciate their existence.
This is the one week when newspapers
focus not on current events, but on
stories that happened many years ago,
commemorating those who died so the
country can survive.

Yom Haatzma'ut, Israeli Indepen-
dence Day, marks the establishment of

Scheduling Yom Hazikaron right
before Yom Haatzmaut reminds
people of the price paid for indepen-
dence. Most Israelis have served in the
armed forces or have a connection with
people who were killed during their
military service.

Yom  HaShoah  commemorates
the six million Jews murdered dur-
ing World War II. Yom Haatzma'ut
celebrates the recovery, the revival of
the Jewish state, and Yom Hazikaron
is not only a day of remembrance, but
also a day of awareness.

To me, “Yom Hazikaron” is all about
dedicating a day to remember all of our
beloved Israeli soldiers who lost their
lives for us, for the State of Israel, so
that we can live our lives peacefully
and normally, like everyone else. Dur-
ing Yom Hazikaron we acknowledge

out her shows at The Jazz Corner on
Hilton Head Island; stand-out soprano
Rebecca Flaherty, a repeat favorite
performer at Levy Concerts; two lead
violinists, Jadde Nolty and Ricardo
Ochoa, who will be fronting pop and
classic performances; our own local
teen star, Micaela Slotin, of Savan-
nah Arts Academy; guitarist Sasha
Strunjas, who together with violinist
Ochoa, is known for his brand of East-
ern European folk music and jazz; and
Charleston acoustic artist Jay Miley,
popular for his contagious, energetic
performances.

Concert director Eddie Wilson said
of the assembled group of performers:
“I am so fortunate to work with such a
big, talented group of local artists and
to perform in front of such a receptive

audience.”
The concert
is free and
open to the
public  and
includes  the
luncheon. It
is made pos-
sible each year
by the Jack
Malitz  and
Miriam Slotin

Levy Memo- Jadde Nolty performs at the

rial Fund at 5y Levy Concert
the  Jewish

Educational
Alliance. Doors for the luncheon will
open at 12:30pm.

The official Walk begins promptly
at 1:30pm with the singing of Hatikvah
and the blowing of the shofar. Make
sure you actually register to participate
(see below) as all registrants will be
entered into the national sweepstakes
to win a round-trip ticket to Israel.
In addition to the opportunity to ex-
plore the modern State of Israel, this
celebration of Yom Ha'Atzma'ut also
will feature refreshments —including
a birthday cake for Israel — Israeli
arts & crafts, games and even a GaGa
pit! It’s going to be a fun, educational
day for the entire family and a special
opportunity for all Jews and other sup-
porters of Israel to demonstrate pride
and gratitude for our cherished home-
land. We can’t wait to see you there.

Wantasneak peak of what to expect?

You can view the walktheland65.org
website and be part of the global vir-
tual community celebrating Israel this
year. During the first global Walk in
2008, celebrating Israel’s 60th anniver-
sary, nearly 100,000 participants in 100
cities from Santiago, Chile, to Sydney,
Australia, demonstrated their pride
and support of Israel and ‘walked the
land’ past large murals of Israeli cities.
This event is coordinated by The Afi-
kim Foundation and sponsored by the
World Zionist Organization and The

Israel Ministry for Public Diplomacy
and Diaspora Affairs in conjunction
with the Savannah Jewish Federation.
Please contact Jennifer Rich at 355-8111
or programming@savi.org with any
questions. Please register in person at
the JEA Front Desk or by calling 355-
8111

To experience Isracl in person, in all its
splendor, consider joining the Community
Mission to Israel this fall. See the back page of
this paper for additional details.

"liking us" on Facebook!

Are You Social? We Are!

Keep up with the latest news and
events happening at the JEA by

Like the JEA on
Facebook

granted. ~ Many
men and women,
some of them very
young, have fought
for this privilege; a
lot of them are still doing it on a daily
basis. We should always be grateful
to them.

We remember those who have fallen
in battle who by their death, command
us to live. The transition between Yom
Hazikaron and Yom Ha'azma’ut seems
natural; we commemorate those who
lost their lives in order for us to live in
this beautiful country.

This year we will get to celebrate
Yom Haatzma'ut at “Global Walk for
Israel “on April 14" at Ipm at the JEA
and also to honor the memory of the
IDF'S fallen soldiers in a ceremony at
Congregation Agudath Achim on April
15% at 7pm.

Please join me to celebrate and to
remember.

Dorin Elhadad,
Savannah Jewish
Community Shlicha
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Setting Priorities for
Our Community

As you are reading this month’s Savan-
nah Jewish News, the Federation is about to
discharge one of its most important and
most difficult responsibilities: the alloca-
tion of our annual campaign donations.
The question we always face during this
process is: how do we as a community
prioritize the individual concerns of over
900 donors to the annual campaign?
Quite a daunting task when you think
about it, which is why the allocation
process is one of the most difficult re-
sponsibilities we face every year.

Historically, the process begins with
the selection of the Allocation Com-
mittee by the Federation President and
the Campaign Chairman with input
from our Executive Director, Executive
Committee and Campaign Management
Team. The qualifications to be on the
committee are that you give to campaign
and that you be a “community minded”
individual. A member of the committee
must have the ability to set aside any
personal agenda or favoritism for any
agency. This is no easy task but year af-
ter year we find people who satisfy these
qualifications and are willing to serve.

Over the past several years the com-
mittee has grown in size in an effort to
reflect all corners of our diverse Jewish
community. This year we anticipate a
committee of between 30 and 40 people.
Significant efforts are made to ensure
that the committee is balanced with
members of all three synagogues, men
and women, and donors at all levels.
The essential ingredient to the suc-
cess of campaign and of the Federation
model of giving is that our donors can be
confident the Federation will establish
priorities that reflect our entire com-
munity based on input from a group of
fair-minded, community individuals.

After the committee has been estab-
lished, the various local and overseas
agencies seeking funds are asked to
provide certain information about each
of their missions, the people they serve
and their financial operations. It is criti-
cal to the discharge of the committee’s
responsibility that we understand not
only what each organization does but if
they do so in a fiscally responsible man-
ner. The information is then distributed
to the committee members so each per-
son can analyze for themselves whether
the agency requesting funding matches
the community’s priorities and if the
agency is operating in a fiscally respon-
sible manner.

The committee then meets and hears
presentations from some of the agencies.
Members can ask questions that may
have come up from their review of the
written information provided. Often dif-

ficult questions are
posed to the agen-
cies about how

they are discharg- Jeffrey Lasky.

ing their mission President,

either ~ program-  Savannah Jewish
Federation

matically or about
various aspects of
their financial operations. These probing
questions are essential in ensuring that
the committee discharges its fiduciary
responsibility to the community when
they make their recommendations to
the Federation Board of Directors. The
Board relies on the committee to vet
these issues with each organization re-
questing funds.

The final meeting of the allocation
process is devoted solely to voting on
a recommendation to be made to the
Federation Board for specific funding
amounts for each organization request-
ing funds. This is where community pri-
orities are established. There is always
honest spirited debate about how to
divide the money we have raised. How
much should go overseas to those in
need and how much should stay right
here at home to help our local Jewish
organizations carry out their missions?
How much for the JEA and how much
for education? Added to the mix this
year will be the question of how much
should Federation’s budget be increased
to satisfy the ever increasing financial
demands of Jewish Family Services?

Inevitably, the recommendation that
is passed by the Allocations Commit-
tee does not make every organization
happy. Even though Federation leader-
ship works extremely hard every year
during the annual campaign, the fact is
there simply is not enough money raised
in campaign to satisfy all the needs of all
the organizations. This is why setting
our community’s collective priorities is
so critical.

Every year, what is important to real-
ize is that community priorities change
over time. What was a community pri-
ority 20 years ago or even one year ago
may not be the same priority this year.
The amount any one organization got in
the past does not necessarily reflect the
amount that organization will get this
year. This is why the Allocations Com-
mittee is balanced demographically and
charged with the responsibility of being
community minded in the decisions
that they make. The system may not be
perfect but I am confident that under
the leadership of the Allocation Chair,
Toby Hollenberg, the decisions that are
made will be fair, balanced and designed
to reflect the collective priorities of all of
our donors.

‘Bringing Home the Bacon’

Two weeks ago, a group of us gath-
ered at the Mayor’s office to talk about
the upcoming Israeli Trade delegation
visit to Savannah. Seated around the ta-
ble were leaders from the World Trade
Center, Savannah Economic Develop-
ment Authority (SEDA), Savannah
State and Armstrong Atlantic Universi-
ties, City of Savannah Economic Devel-
opment Department, Gulfstream, Visit
Savannah, and Georgia Ports Authority
(and, of course, the Jewish community).
We were “summoned” by Mayor Edna
Jackson to talk about our visitors, how
we could make the best impression, and
the myriad of details that go into an “of-
ficial visit.”

We spoke about the hotel where the
delegation would be staying, gift bags,
facility tours, kosher meals, transpor-
tation, receptions, and the myriad of
other details that go into these visits.
At one point in the meeting, the mayor
interjected, “No offense, but now is the
time to ‘hring home the bacon. We need to
match up Israeli companies and Savan-
nah companies to create opportunities,
jobs and commerce.”

And this is what it is all about.

A small investment by our commu-
nity supporting Mayor Jackson’s par-
ticipation in the International Mayors
Conference in Israel is bearing fruit.
Mayor Jackson fell in love with Israel
and Israelis fell in love with her (and
our city).

It began with a trip and has blos-
somed into many opportunities: Last
July we hosted Dan Carmeli and Uriel
Lynn of the Federation of Israeli Cham-~
bers of Commerce (FICC). The FICC
represents commerce in Tel Aviv, Haifa,
Beer Sheva, Filat, Nazareth, and Jerusa-
lem and in that role they are the faces of
the trade and service sectors of Israel.
The FICC helps more than 5,000 Israeli
businesses and organizations operat-
ing in 120 divisions including export,
import, trade, financial and business
services to make useful connections and
relationships. Dan and Uriel were so
(rightfully) impressed with Savannah
that they left vowing to send companies
and organizations back to create com-
merce here.

The “love affair” with Israel has con-
tinued over the ensuing months with
Mayor Jackson’s meetings with JNF
Shaliach Ronnie Porat, her dinner with
Israel Consul General to the Southeast
Opher Aviran and his wife in Atlanta,
and Mayor Jackson’s attendance at the
Atlanta AIPAC dinner last month.

Which brings us to last week when
Savannah hosted Lea Bogatch-Genossar,
US President of ZIM (which has been
shipping into the Port of Savannah for
22 years, longer than any other shipping
line), Michael Juwiler, Director of Sales

of FOURTEC (a
company that pro-
vides data logging
and monitoring so-
lutions for logistics
and transportation
companies), Dov

Frolinger, COO

of Israel Ports, Adam Solender
Moshe Shtauber of  Executive Director of
Starcom  Systems JEA/SJF
(Mayor  Jackson

was rightfully

intrigued with his “talking lock”), and
Livat Kizner, the Director of Business
Services for the Tel Aviv and Central
Israel Chambers of Commerce. They
were accompanied by Consul General
Aviran, Israel Economic Trade Director,
Harold Hershberg, Guy Tessler, VP of
the American-Israel Chamber of Com-
merce, and Michal Niddam, Economic
Consul of the Israeli Economic Trade
Ministry headquartered in Houston. 1
share these names and positions with
you to impress the importance of this
initiative and the opportunity to con-
tinue to build economic and social
bonds between Israel and Savannah.

In a whirlwind 24 hours the group
was met by Jewish community leader-
ship, had dinner with Savannah area
political and business leaders, toured
Gulfstream, GA Ports, and had busi-
ness-to-busines meetings at the World
Trade Center and SEDA. They left Sa-
vannah with smiles on their faces and
the promise of future business oppor-
tunities. I'm sure that the opportunities
will spread to others in Israel when they
return to their businesses in Tel Aviv,
Haifa, Ramat Gan, etc. It is our hope
that these Israeli trade delegations will
become a regular occurrence.

By the time this paper has gone to
press Savannah will be hosting Yael
“Yuli” Tamir, a former member of the
Knesset for the Labor Party between
2003 and 2010, who served as Minister
of Immigrant Absorption and Educa-
tion, and now is president of Shenkar
College of Engineering, Design and Art,
the largest art school in Israel. Shenkar
President Tamir will be exploring op-
portunities to build relationships with
SCAD, Armstrong Atlantic and Savan-
nah State. She and Mayor Jackson met
when the Mayor was traveling in Israel
and this is the result of that meeting,

The Savannah Jewish Federation is
proud to be representing the Jewish
community in establishing and shep-
herding the development of economic,
educational, political, and social rela-
tionships between Savannah and Israel.
It is part of our mission, it is part of our
heritage, and it is part of our responsibil-
ity — today, and for future generations.
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AIPAC Meeting Highlights U.S.-Israel Bond

by Dick Berkowitz

Theannual ATPAC Policy Conference
held in Washington, DC, March 3-5
was one of the most professional.pro-
Israel events I have experienced. Along
with other Savannahians, Sarah and
Jerald Gottlieb and Harriet and Paul
Kulbersh, my wife Lynn and I had the
opportunity to join over 13,000 other
pro-Israel advocates.

While much of the information was
not new, the speakers and varied sub-
jects covered were beyond excellent.

Vice President Biden gave a truly
heartfelt and sincere address, the in-
coming Italian NATO Secretary and
the Foreign Minister of Canada gave

Paul ¢» Harriet Kulbersh and Lynn ¢ Dick Berkowitz at the 2013

AIPAC Conference

impassioned speeches explaining why
their support of Israel was crucial.

New Jersey’s Senator Menendez,
Chairman of the Foreign Relations
Committee, could not have been more
emphatic about why the American-Is-
racli relationship was solid and would
remain so as long as he was Chair-
man. He proceeded to lay out a clear
and unmistakable case why efforts to
delegitimize Israel were baseless, evil
and tantamount to anti-Semitism.

Prime Minister Netanyahu, speak-
ing from Jerusalem, laid out the three
points he will discuss with President
Obama when he visits Israel later this
month: Iran, The Palestinian issue and
Syria.

['was constantly reminded
of America’s relationship
with Israel, for which there
is virtually unanimous bi-
partisan support in Con-
gress and overwhelming
support among Americans.
Why? Because our demo-
cratic values are the same
and this tiny state remains
one of our nation’s strongest
and most reliable allies.

There are those who
claim support to Israel is
too costly, but they fail to
acknowledge that well over

The JEA presents the Jack Malitz and Miriam Slotin

25th Anniversary
Levy Memorial Concert

80 percent of the military
assistance provided actually
is spent in America. Also, Is-
rael provides our nation with
invaluable intelligence and
technology that saves Ameri-
can lives.

[ attended a remarkable
break-out session on Iron
Dome. This anti-missile de-
fense system was developed
by Israel's Rafael Corpora-
tion along with a host of

American and worldwide Jerald ¢ Sarah Gottlieh and Dick ¢ Lynn Berkowitz at AIPAC
partners. In the last Gaza Policy Conference

confrontation it proved over
85 percent effective against 400 plus
incoming rockets.

The close relationship between
America and Israel is due, in large part,
to the effective work that AIPAC does
in providing fact-hased information
and effective education programs. Its
reach extends beyond Congress and
touches many other ethnic communi-
ties. A simple visit to Israel is basically
all it takes to dispel the lies, distortions
and disinformation spread by enemies
of both America and Israel. Israel is not
perfect, but given the hatred directed
at it, and the fact that it is surrounded
by those who wish to annihilate it, the
nation’s accomplishments are remark-
able.

Israel's secret weapon, beyond its
people, is a fact that Golda Meier said
many years ago to Senator McCain,
when he asked how Israel would
defend itself. Golda said: ‘we have no-
where else to go’

In a conversation with Wall Street

Journal Op Ed writer Bret Stephens,
Bret continued to express his opposi-
tion to Secretary of Defense Chuck
Hagel and he remained quite dour with
respect to President Obama’s commit-
ment to stopping Iran from obtaining a
nuclear capability. He sees the admin-
istration shifting from prevention to
containment and believes this places
Israel an untenable situation.

Representative Jack Kingston (who
has visited Israel on five occasions), re-
peated to us his view that Israel needs
several more aircraft refueling tankers
and heavier munitions. His position on
various sensitive committees puts him
in a unique intelligence position.

Because of Israel, because of AIPAC
and because of America, Jews can
stand taller. If you are not an AIPAC
member, [ urge you to become one.
The organization is non-partisan and
works tirelessly to maintain the strong
bond which exists between America
and Israel.
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Jewish Educational Alliance
Free and open to the public!

Sponsored by the Jack Malitz and
Miriam Slotin Levy Memorial Fund

We couldnt do it without them!
Help us thank our advertisers —
Please support their businesses!

Harvey Rubin Memorial Award

Do you know a high school teen who has shown

exceptional athletic ability

and leadership in the community?

How about nominating him or her for the

Harvey Rubin Memorial Award?

Download the application at

www.savj.org

Comp] eted nominations are due to the JEA
no later than April 19th, 2013

Harvey Rubin Memorial Award
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Hadassah Gets Top Rating

Hadassah, The Women’s Zionist Organization of America, has received a 4-star

rating from Charity Navigator, America’s leading independent charity evaluator
that rates the accountability and transparency of 6,000 of America’s largest chari-
ties. This is a significant affirmation of the financial and organizational viability of

Hadassah and an important statement about its status vis-a-vis other charities in

the United States.

Member Spotlight

by Robin Reineri

She grew up here, inside these walls,
inside this community. As a child
and teen, she was active on sports
teams and in clubs, here at the Jewish
Educational Alliance.  She formed
friendships. She formed her history.
She helped form her community. Back
“in those days,” a Jewish community
center was a major part of one’s life. It
was a place for socializing, participat-
ing, educating, identifying, sharing and
belonging. It was a hub of the Jewish
community.

After going away to college and liv-
ing up north for many years, she again
resides in her hometown of Savannah.
And she again resides within the walls
and community of the JEA. You can
find her in this building almost every
day of the week. She works out in the
fitness center, swims in the pool, exer-

cises with Silver Sneakers, and plays
Scrabble and Mah Jongg with old and
new friends. She volunteers as a so-
licitor during the Federation’s Annual
Campaign, is a Jewish Film Festival
Committee member, and has served on
the JEA’s Board of Directors.

“She” is Gail Robinson, and like
many of her childhood friends, her
ties to this Jewish community center
remain strong, and she remains an in-
tegral part of its fiber. Her continued
membership at the JEA goes beyond
her enjoyment of participating in many
activities. Gail feels a common thread
with other members; their shared
history and their ties to one another
— some lifelong, some newly formed.
Her connections to and involvement
in the JEA and the Savannah Jewish
Federation have longstanding meaning
to her and her life.

@ YO TEENS!

Expanding your Jewish 1Q?

Are you an up and coming Jewish Leader?

Do you want to make a difference in our community?
Planning on a “Jewish peer group experience” this summer?
Are you thinking about attending a Teen Leadership program?

...Then the Savannah Jewish Federation
Teen Experience Scholarship is for you!

Applications are available for download at www.savj.org
All submissions due by April 19, 2013

This New Month is a resource for family and school
celebrations that marks the festival of the New Moon
called Rosh Chodesh (“the head of the month”). Rosh
Chodesh was established as a holiday in the Torah and
dedicated to Jewish women. The JCCs of North
America, as part of its Early Learning Framework, has
developed This New Month to encourage children and
families to explore the natural world, engage their
senses, and stimulate exploration and inquiry. We hope
you enjoy this resource.

Each month will feature some of the following:

Take a journey with your
family and Discover
This New Month
Jewish Calendar Project.

An introduction to the month and its special features
Recipes from various Jewish holiday cookbooks
Family experiences to share at home

Film clips to trigger classroom and home
conversations about Jewish life and living

Take an exploratory journey with us and open up a new world
for your family!

You can find This New Month at: www.discoverjcc.com (click
on Program & Services), www.jcca.org/tnm, or JCCA.me.




Page 6 | April 2013

o Savannahe

jewish news

JNF Honors Portman with
Evening of Comedy

In celebration of Israel's Day of
Independence, Yom Ha'Atzma'ut, Jew-
ish National Fund is sponsoring an
evening with comedian Joel Chasnoff
and is presenting local attorney Barney
Portman with its Tree of Life award on
Tuesday, April 16, 2013. The event, held
in cooperation with the Savannah Jew-
ish Federation and the Jewish Educa-
tional Alliance, will be held at the JEA
at 7:30pm.

Joel Chasnoffis a stand-up come-
dian and writer with stage and screen

credits in eight
countries. In

2010, Simon
and  Schuster
published

Joel's  comedic
memoir, 188th
Crybaby ~ Bri-
gade, about
his year as a
combat soldier
in the Isracli
Army. He currently is writing the text
for Balaboosta: A Cookbook with Israeli
chef and two-timeChopped! champion
Einat Admony.

Barney Portman is being recognized
for his continued commitment to JNF.
Ronnie Porat, JNF's Isracli Emissary
for the Southern zone, said Barney “has
been a longtime supporter of JNF and
comes from a family with a history of
dedication to JNF - his grandfather
was a president of JNFE.”

Lauren Gordon Mescon, originally

Joel Chasnoff

from  Savan-
nah and now a
dedicated JNF
lay leader, said
she is looking
forward to at-
tending  the
event and shar-
ing  informa-
tion about the
Central Arava
Task Force she
co-chairs. “I feel like I'm coming full
circle. I remember that my Grandma
Flo [Gordon| spearheaded blue box
drives for Hadassah and my aunt, ‘Sis-
ter’ [Louise| Zacks, was in Israel when
it was founded in the late 40s. Now I
am co-chairing this task force, working
with a whole new group of pioneers in
the south of Israel. It’s very exciting.”

Jewish National Fund was estab-
lished more than 100 years ago by
a small group of leaders, including
Theodor Herzl. By purchasing plots
of land, they hoped to establish the
groundwork for the birth of the nation
of Israel. While JNF still plants trees
and creates parks, it also performs
groundbreaking work to develop
the land of Israel through a variety of
multifaceted initiatives. Today, JNF’s
work in Israel is divided into seven ac-
tion areas: Forestry and ecology; water;
community development; security;
education; research and development;
and tourism and recreation.

The suggested donation for the
event is $10 per person/$18 per cou-
ple. All contributions are welcome.
Advance registration is requested at
jnf.org/savannahreception.  Desserts
will be served. For additional infor-
mation, contact Merry Bodziner at
bodz4®@aol.com or (912) 658-4895
or Ronnie Porat at rporat@ijnf.org or
(404) 236-8990, ext. 856.

Barney Portman

JEWISH NATIONAL FUND

invites you to an Israel Day of
INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATION IN SAVANNAH

Honoring

Barney Portman
with the Tree of Life™ award

Featuring
Comedian Joel Chasnoff

Tuesday, April 16, 2013, 7:30 pm

Jewish Educational Alliance
Savannah Jewish Federation
5111 Abercorn St.« Savannah, GA 31405

Suggested donation of $10 per person.
Discounted price of $18 for two.

All contributions welcome.

Desserts will be served.

Register online at jnf.org/savannahreception

or contact RSVPCS@jnf.org

Host Committee:

Barbara and Leon Aronson « Lynn and Richard Berkowitz
William and Jeni Bilek « Merry and Richard Bodziner
Meg and Dana Braun « Becky and Edward Cohen
Marlene and Michael Dobbs « Linda and Herman Friedman
Marla and Morris Geffen « Carol and Joel Greenberg
Toby Hollenberg « Joanne and Michael Kooden
Dayle and Aaron Levy « Candy and Alan Lowe
Myra and Jerry Portman e Lori and Paul Robinson
Debbie and Joel Rotkow « Zelda and Sheldon Tenenbaum
Temple Oseh Shalom - Sun City Bluffton, SC « Linda and Michael Zoller

JEWISH o
NATIONAL Your Voice in lsvael
FUND

WWwWw.savj.org
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Four Questions for
the Rest of the Year

Amos Timna

To say that Amos Timna is retired
would be a gross exaggeration of his
current life status. It is true that he no
longer has a practice as an obstetri-
cian-gynecologist, but Amos does not
sit still. He currently is the co-Chair of
Savannah’s 2013 Susan G. Komen Race
for the Cure, part of the largest series
of 5K runs/fitness walks in the world.
The Race is an annual event that raises
significant funds and awareness for the
fight against breast cancer. This year’s
Race takes place on April 13 and aims
to have more than 5,000 participants
and raise more than $460,000. It is a
huge undertaking, involving months of
planning and the oversight of hundreds
of volunteers. Chairs of the Race for the
Cure may hold the position for up to
four years; this is Amos'’ first year on the
job and he says that he is planning to do
it again next year. Amos also currently
serves as Vice President of the Savan-
nah Jewish Federation. He is married
to Susan Odrezin Timna; they have four

children and four grandchildren.

What led to your involvement with the Susan
G. Komen Race for the Cure?
There are a number of reasons that I

1) I'm close to
breast ~ cancer
as a physician.
Unfortunately,
I had lots of pa-
tients who were diagnosed with breast
cancer or had to confront the fear of
breast cancer. I had to learn how to
tell patients they had cancer, including
breast cancer in particular.

2) Like so many people, I have had
friends with breast cancer, which drew
me close to this issue. I started out par-
ticipating in the Race as a member of
Jodi’s Jewels, my friend (and survivor)
Jodi Sadler’s team.

3) Quite simply, I was asked to help.
Merry Bodziner brought me in as a vol-
unteer on the first Savannah Race when
Sue Adler and Joanne Kooden were the
co-Chairs and I did logistics on the Race
for four years. I was asked to chair after
the Race last year.

4) Two years ago [ became a member
of the Board of Directors of the local
Coastal Georgia affiliate of Susan G.
Komen for the Cure.

Amos Timna

How would you describe your approach to
your responsibilities as co-Chair of the Race for

I like to do things behind the scenes.
I'm not a great speaker; I don't like or
need to be sitting on a stage. Years ago |
realized that I don’t like to do television
interviews; I don’t think I'm good at it. I
do a much better job when I'm just do-
ing what I do behind the scenes. I don’t
need special recognition. My satisfaction
comes from seeing people working with
you and sharing your excitement. With
the Komen Race for the Cure I'm lucky
that we have hundreds of people sharing
the work and making me and each other
look good.

You mentioned that every year since the
Race started in Savannah that you have been
responsible for logistics. Why were you chosen
for logistics?

I learned the logistics of a large event
when [ chaired the community celebra-
tion of Israel@60 and maybe they were
aware of that. I've learned a lot more
about logistics since then working on
the Race. I also learned a lot about spon-
sorships and soliciting corporate spon-
sors while working on Israel@60, which

also has been very helpful.

Howwould you say things are going so far?

[ really don’t want to jinx myself, so |
almost don’t want to answer this ques-
tion. But there has been an awesome
response from participants, sponsors
with sponsorships, fundraisings and
donations. We are exceeding previous
years and my expectations. I don’t know
if it's because of us or in spite of us, but
it’s looking like a promising year. We
have three main goals:

1) To raise as much money as we can
because 75% of it stays locally and the
more we raise, the more impact we have
on our local community. The remain-
ing 25% helps fund groundbreaking
research, equally as important.

2) To raise awareness about breast
cancer.

3) To celebrate with our survivors and
to honor those no longer with us.

Everything we are doing and every-
thing we accomplish is to achieve those
goals.

10am-3pm

It's time to be Twistin’ by the Pool!

JEA Pool Opening Party
Sunday, May 26th

Don’t forget your sunscreen!

am drawn to this cause; the Cure?
I grew up Savannah Jewish
on pins and . V
needles. \ RCH I ES
My parents On Pin Point and Passover
and I lived ‘%
in Chica- By Annette Carnow
go's Hyde

Park neighborhood. From our 10th floor apartment we
looked over Lake Michigan and I could see The Museum of
Science and Industry and the spires of the University of Chica-
go from my bedroom window. Every space in our small
apartment served double duty. My mother loved to sew, so
our compact dining room table had a flip top that opened up
for her to lay out patterns and cut fabric for the latest project:
a cocktail dress or school outfit. While my friends often
shared a room with their siblings, I shared my room with a
sewing machine. It is hardly surprising, that in my most last-

ing image of my mother, she has a mouth full of pins and a lap

full of fabric.

Because of our limited space, when Passover came we never
held a Seder, but trundled off to the suburbs for the first night
of the holiday to be with my mother's large family. The se-
cond night, we always went to our temple, K.A.M. and
shared the holiday with my father's side of the family and the
larger Jewish community. Passover was fun. It was deli-
cious. And as I matured I found its message compelling and
relevant. The escape from bondage, the long march to free-
dom, the proscribed necessity of embracing and teaching this
lesson every year. This story came to form the bedrock of

my social values.

This was the age of the civil rights movement and Martin
Luther King, Jr. came to our temple and spoke from our
pulpit. I had never heard anyone talk with such eloquence,
passion or conviction. It was like seeing a biblical prophet
come to life when he told us of his vision. It only seemed
right then when our Rabbi urged our involvement in the
quest for Black equality.

Many decades later when I moved to Savannah, I learned to
my dismay, that Jews here had actively supported the Confed-
eracy and that many had been slave owners. I was troubled
too when I visited the Ralph Mark Gilbert Civil Rights Muse-
um to see the lunch counter from Levy's department store,
where in 1960 Black people were denied service and staged a
sit-in. Where were the lessons of the Seder table?

Just recently, however, serendipity provided me with a
Black/Jewish connection of a more positive model. After
attending the Savannah Literary Festival with my son, we
took a detour coming home and visited the Pin Point Heritage
Museum. This small museum, open only on Saturdays, had
recently been dedicated by Supreme Court Justice Clarence
Thomas. Run by the Coastal Georgia Heritage Society and
staffed by Pin Point residents, the museum showcases the
culture of the small black enclave that made their living for
years by harvesting and processing oysters and crabs from the
adjacent marshland. Descendants of slaves, who worked the
plantations on nearby islands, these people came to Pin Point
in the wake of devastating hurricanes in the late 1800s. They
settled in Pin Point and formed a close-knit, hard- working
community. Our guide, Hanif, mentioned in passing that
many of the residents had attended the local Julius Rosen-
wald school, one of only two built in Georgia.

"The Julius Rosenwald?" I asked in amazement. If you are not
of a certain age or from Chicago, you may be unfamiliar with
this name. Before there was Amazon, or Walmart, the com-
pany that transformed America's retail industry was Sears &
Roebuck. The person who transformed Sears & Roebuck was
Julius Rosenwald. As a young man he went to New York and
went into the rag business. After an initial failure, he decided
to relocate his business to Chicago to be closer to the farmers
who he expected would be his customers. He affiliated his
fledgling business with Sears & Roebuck, bringing soft goods
to the catalog business. In 1893, when the business faltered,
Rosenwald stepped in, and became one of its principle own-
ers. In 1908, he became the president of the company and

continued his stewardship of Sears and its expansion as Amer-
ica's premier retailer until 1924, when he resigned to devote
his time to philanthropy.

Rosenwald had amassed a great fortune and had an ambitious
plan to put it to work for the greater good. Before the Civil
War, in many southern states, it was against the law to teach
slaves to read or write. Rosenwald recognized that emancipa-
tion without education was an empty promise. Having be-
come a close friend of Booker T. Washington, Rosenwald not
only funded the Tuskegee Institute, but created the Rosen-
wald Fund which through matching funds, built more than
5000 schools, shops, and teachers' homes in the rural

south. The idea behind these gifts was that each community
would also contribute to the building of schools either
through manual labor or financial donations so that there
would be a sense of ownership, pride and investment in these
new institutions. In 1925, Rosenwald gave $700 to build the
Pin Point School; it was built by local residents.

All told, the Rosenwald Fund which was designed to end by
1948, gave away more than $70 million dollars. Some of the
other beneficaries of the fund were those very institutions I
could see from my childhood window - The University of
Chicago and The Museum of Science and Industry.

As Rosenwald wrote in1911:"The horrors that are due to
race prejudice come home to the Jew more forcefully than to
others of the white race, on account of the centuries of perse-
cution which they have suffered and still suffer. "Julius
Rosenwald had taken the lessons of the Seder table to heart.

Postscript: Slavery is not a vanquished institution. Shockingly, ac-
cording to UN figures more than 27 million people today are still
enslaved around the world. For a moving discussion of this interna-
tional travesty go to: www.LisaKristine.com and click on the arrow
under the banner TED: Ideas worth spreading. Lisa Kristine, a re-
nowned photographer has documented this global plight. This year,
when you gather around the table to retell the story of Exodus, re-

member, our work is not done.
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8
exciting
themed

field trips,
sleep overs,
and special
guests!

REGISTRATION OPEN!

Camp begins June 10th, Full Payment Discount Ends March 3ist.
Register online at www.SavannahJEA.org or in person at the JEA!

=D 912.355.8111 | camp@savj.org
g facebook.com/SavannahJEA
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JEA

Preschool
Savannah
News

April 2013

Monthly Spotlight

New Teacher Hired!

Megan Kitchens
Assistant Teacher,
2013-2014

Megan comes to
the JEA with a
Bachelor’s degree
in Nutrition and
a Masters in Education and has eight
years of experience teaching toddlers
through high school age children.
Megan’s true passion is working with
preschool age children and she loves
their strong desire to learn. She enjoys
getting down and messy with the
children and teaching through hands-
on play experiences. Megan is excited
to start loving, growing and playing
with the children, helping them to
learn and develop.

Engaging children in a nurturing,

safe and inclusive environment,
based in Jewish values.

H ENITRITEER "H EEr.
Enrollment is Openl

To schedule your introductory appointment, contact Jodi Sadler at (912) 355-8111,
or email preschool@savj.org. Tuition information and registration forms are
available for download online at www.savannahjea.org.

JEA Preschool Savannah offers convenient Core Program and Extended Hours:
Core Program: 8:30am — 12:30pm
Extended Hours: 7:00am — 8:30am
12:30pm — 6:00pm

Opening August 2013, Serving children ages 16 months to 4 years old.

JEA’s Youngest Campers to Benefit From New Early
Childhood Department

JEA Camp Savannah is excited to announce that beginning this summer it is offering a fully revamped
summer program for preschool age children, with a new and improved daily lineup! The Kochav Yam
or Sea Stars group, (3 and 4 year olds) will be under the direction of the JEA’s new Early Childhood
Education department.

Jodi Sadler, ECE Director, and the recently hired JEA Preschool Savannah teachers are at work now
planning the summer activities for these youngest campers. The program will provide a safe, nurturing,
and fun environment where your children will make new friends, enjoy exciting activities, learn new
skills, and experience age-appropriate independence. Campers will enjoy arts and crafts, singing and
dancing, games, stories, science activities, cooking, nature walks, and water play.

All activities are designed to enhance gross motor skills and sensory experiences as well as help develop
children’s independence. Each day will provide a balance of structured and flexible times for play and
exploration. Our Sea Stars will participate in the same weekly theme activities as the older campers,
but on their level and in their space. For more

information, contact Jodi Sadler at 912-355-8111

ext. 228.

Highlights and Improvements
* Highly qualified staff
* Enhanced summer program
* Developmentally appropriate activities
* Hands on experiences
+ Cooperative learning
+ Small group swimming instruction

]
JEA Preschool Savannah has its First Staff Meeting

Question- What do you get when you gather together in one room, four qualified and enthusiastic
preschool teachers and one visionary director?
Answer- The first JEA Preschool Savannah staff meeting!

JEA Preschool Savannah’s first staff meeting took place in mid-March with many goals accomplished.
The teachers all were introduced to each other, the Director shared her vision for the school and we
discussed the professional materials we’d read in preparation for our meeting. We were so intrigued by
our discussion about the importance of building blocks in child development and the comparison of
the young child’s brain to the Internet we thought you would be, too. (see “Check it Out” this month)
The team left with excitement and joy as the
opening of JEA Preschool Savannah gets closer Check it Outl

loser. . .
and closer Stimulate that Brain

Based on new research from Harvard and the
University of Washington on how to best nurture
children’s brains, this film explores the parallels
between a child’s brain development and the
development of the global brain of the Internet

http://hatchearlylearning.com/brain-power-video
The Unit Block turns 100! Read about how
playing with blocks benefits child development.

http://www.communityplaythings.co.uk/learning-
library/blog/2013/january/unit-block-turns-100
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Rambam Day School

I cannot begin to tell you how excited
[ am that Rambam Day School has se-
cured a new location. The atmosphere
within school is one of excitement and
anticipation of great things to come.
The planning is underway for ensuring
the beauty of our new grounds and all
the intricate details needed to make
our new home and upcoming school
year most sensational.

I hope all Rambam Day School sup-
porters will join us in our efforts as we
pack up and prepare for the big move.
Once we move, we'll need lots of help
getting everything situated and set
up. Many of you have talents and/or
connections - please think of how you
might best be able to assist us and con-
tact me or Jill Strauss.

I believe that every Jewish child is
born with the right to grow up know-
ing the history of their people and the
intricate details of their heritage. What
each child chooses to do with that
knowledge is up to each child as they
mature into young adults. The central
goal is to guarantee they have the abil-
ity to make choices because they have
the knowledge.

I applaud all those who understand

the  significance
of such a commit-
ment. All those
who support Ram-
bam Day School
are partners in a
network that is

O Ester Rabhan,
providing an out- Principal of
standing  Secular Rambam Day School

education and

a comprehensive Jewish education.
Our goals are lofty ones, and each of
us should be proud to participate in
these goals being met, year after year
after year.

Our peer schools yearn for our
graduates. Principals of high schools
have written me and expressed; Ram-
bam Day School students come highly
prepared, focused, motivated, ready to
be leaders, confident, strong in critical
thinking and poised.

The coming year is filled with prom-
ise, and we look to our future with
confidence as a strong, vibrant, estab-
lished, successful, accredited institu-
tion. As the future of Rambam unfolds,
as felt every day as I walk the hallways
of our beloved school, the Almighty is
embracing us.

A Real Learning Experience

I just experienced five days of per-
sonal and professional learning at the
Jewish Community Centers of North
America Professional Conference. Not
only was the vision and purpose of the
JCC movement reinforced for me but
[ learned about the new and exciting
Sheva program with 83 other JCC Early
Childhood Education directors.

In addition, I networked and con-
nected with many other JCC profes-
sionals from different cities and coun-
tries and from varied program tracts.
These diverse experiences provided me
with a wealth of knowledge and ideas
to draw from as we proceed with the
formation of JEA Preschool Savannah.

I listened to Allan Finklestein, Presi-
dent and CEO of the JCCA, talk about
the JCC Vision and Statement of Prin-
ciples for the 21 Century and how it
impacts us on the local level. Our JEA
continues to create Jewish identities,
respect and support diverse Jewish
opinions, and promote Jewish living
and learning through our programming
and activities I learned about time man-
agement, personal productivity and
working together with others.

But most of all, T built relationships
with so many talented and creative
people, including our own JEA staff. I
had the opportunity to connect with
my colleagues, Jennifer Rich, Stepha-
nie Johnson and D] Horton away from
our day-to-day business setting. We
bounced ideas off one another, discov-

ering how to bet-
ter serve our JEA
members and we
also had fun as we
danced and sang at
our evening events.

I got to know the
Early  Childhood
Education profes-
sionals from the
national office and
to begin to build
relationships with
my Sheva learn-
ing community (the fig group) which
included ECE Directors from Florida,
Georgia and North Carolina. I am
proud to be a part of this experienced,
dedicated, and creative group — all
women! (Stay tuned, in next month’s
column Tl tell more about the Sheva
Learning Community.)

As we build JEA Preschool Savannah
inits physical and programmatic forms,
I am most passionate about building
the relationships with the faculty,
families, and children. T have already
begun to interact and connect with our
enthusiastic faculty and newly enrolled
parents and children.

Enrollment is open and I encourage
everyone to tell your friends and fami-
lies about our new premiere preschool
program at the JEA. T know this journey
will be one you don’t want to miss!

Shalom,

Jodi Sadler

Jodi Sadler,
JEA Director of
Early Childhood

Education

Isracli Consul General to the Southeast Opher Aviran, ULS. President of ZIM Shipping Lea Bogatch-
Genossar and Mayor Edna Jackson during the recent Isracli trade delegation visit to Savannah

SEDA Interim President ¢ CEO Trip Tollison and Mayor Edna Jackson present a Shalom Y’all
souvenir to Michael Juwiler, Director of Sales of Israeli company FOURTEC

When: Every Sunday at 10:00 am at the JEA
Fee: $20 per month / $7.50 per class Members

$40 per month / $15 per class Non Members

For safety and planning purposes, paid reservations are required!

‘ o Space is limited to 12 families per session. Babysitting available,
o“ with reservations, for older siblings!
7 aze\ & www.SavannahJEA org To make your paid

reservations call
912-355-8111

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE

Jacob & Ida Ulman
College Scholarship Fund

Offered through the Savannah Jewish Federation
This scholarship is given based on need, availability and the
applicant’s participation in the Savannah Jewish community.

Facebook.com/SavannahJEA

Henry W. Center
College Scholarship Fund

Offered through the Jewish Educational Alliance
This scholarship is based on need, availability,
and the applicant’s scholastic achievement.

Applications are available for download at

www.savj.org
Confidential applications must be submitted by April 19, 2013

COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE
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Condolences

We express our sympathy to the families of:

Marilyn Wagman Steinberg
Who died March 17, 2013

Surviving are one son, Adam (Amy)
Steinberg, of Duluth, GA; one sister,
Nancy (Sanford “Sandy”) Rosenthal,
of Savannah; two grandchildren and
three nephews.

Remembrances: Congregation Bnai
Brith Jacob, 5444 Abercorn St., Savan-
nah 31405 or the Jewish Educational
Alliance, 5111 Abercorn St., Savannah
31405.

Howard Schwartz
Who died March 6, 2013

He is survived by his two daughters,
Andee (Joel) Yormark of South Bend,
IN and Shelley (Jeff) Gordon of Savan-

nah; 14 grandchildren and 13 great-
grandchildren. He was preceded in
death by his wife, Selma.

Remembrances: Rambam Day School,
5111 Abercorn St., Savannah 31405 or
Congregation Bnai Brith Jacob, 5444
Abercorn St., Savannah 31405.

Robert J. Heller
Who died February 28, 2013

He is survived by his wife, Isabel; two
daughters, Beth Heller and Susan
(Gary) Friend; two sons, Steven (Kath-
ryn) Heller and Jack (Barbara) Heller;
a brother, David (Jeanie) Heller; and
nine grandchildren. He was preceded
in death by his son, Richard A. Heller,
and his brother, Richard H. Heller.

Remembrances: Hospice Savannah,
P.O. Box 13190, Savannah 31416 or the
charity of your choice.

Stay connected with your Jewish community 24/7

Use our websites to:
- Check the Community Calendar
- Register for events
- Make contributions
- Read the Savannah Jewish News and much more!

Savannah Jewish Federation - www.savj.org
Jewish Educational Alliance - www.savannahjea.org

Kay Becker Israel Fund
Teen Travel Scholarship

The family of Kay Becker ®™" has established a fund with the
Jewish Community Foundation of Savannah awarding an annual
scholarship to a teen (or teens) who is a member of the JEA to be
used for travel to Israel.

Eligible programs to which the scholarship may be applied:
« Peer group travel
« Gap year program for college-bound students
« Yeshiva attendance
« College abroad program

To apply for the scholarship, interested teens must complete an
application and submit an essay entitled Why Israel is Important
to Me.

All submissions must be received by May 17, 2013. Download the Kay Becker Israel
Fund Teen Travel Scholarship application at www.savannahJEA.org. Send completed
applications to: Kay Becker Israel Fund Scholarship, c/o JEA, 5111 Abercorn St,
Savannah, GA 31405.

Shalom School

With over 100 students enrolled,

we need your support more then ever

Give the gift of Jewish Education today

Donations should be sent to Shalom School,
9 Lee Blvd, Savannah GA 31405
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The Savannah Jewish Federation proudly provides space for a half-page ad to

each local congregation in each issue of the Savannah Jewish News.

Congregation B’nai B’rith Jacob
5444 Abercorn Street, Savannah GA 31405 e 912-354-7721

‘ www.bbjsynagogue.com e bbjsynagogue@bellsouth.net

Morning, Afternoon and Evening Services Daily ® 365 days a year for over 150 years.

Teen Events : - -V. American Pride

Mark your calendar for these exciting upcoming events: Q"\S"NO

»
Sunday. April 28* - BBJ Sisterhood’s Lag B’Omer Carnival 6‘7
v

and Sunday. June 2"? - Casino Night at the BBJ

NIGHT
. . Join Us At Mickve Israel for these April Events

Our Worship Services

« Passover Yizkor Service on 4/1 at 10 am

- Bat Mitzvah of Jessica Sentman & Shabbat Morning Service on 4/6

« Shalom School Kabbalat Shabbat Service on 4/12

» Kabbalat Shabbat Choir Service on 4/19

- Kabbalat Shabbat Services on 4/5, 4/26

« Shabbat Morning Services: 4/13,4/20, & 4/27 (honoring our docents)
Kabbalat Shabbat Services at 6 pm. Shabbat Morning Services at 11 am followed by a
Kiddush lunch & Torah study (except 4/6 and 4/13).

Pet Blessing and Picnic in the Park
You and your furry friends are invited to join us for our Pet Blessing and Picnic in Forsyth
Park on 4/14 at 12:30 pm Image by David Styles

Educational Opportunities Other Activities Need Judaica?

- ATaste of Judaism One Day Check out our e-news, Contact & If our Judaica Shop doesn’t have
Learning Marathon, 4/13, 9:30 am Winter/Spring Program Guide for more what you are looking for, Glenda
-4 pm. details on these & other events: McNew can order it for you.

- Controversial Judaism Lecture . Community Yom HaShoah Program at ~ 912.233.1547, extension 307 or
Series, 4/25 and 5/2, 7 pm the JEA, 4/7 gmcnew@mickveisrael.org.

+ Judaism 201 every Saturday at « Congregations in Service, 4/28

9:15 am (except 4/6 and 4/13).

For more information, contact Mickve Israel at 912.233.1547, visit mickveisrael.org, or check us out
at Facebook.com/CongregationMickvelsrael. Join our email list by contacting adam@mickveisrael.org.
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[t’s A Funny Thing

by Melinda Stein

Ah, the American Bar and Bat Mitzvah
—atime of pride and joy for families. But many
peaple feel that the celebrations are becoming oc-
casions for excess. My personal opinion is that,
in general, the only thing appropriate in excess .
...is laughter.

Phil and Dave were always trying
to outdo one another. For his son’s
Bar Mitzvah, Phil decided to fly all the
guests to Africa for a one-of-a-kind Sa-
fari Bar Mitzvah.

As the party was moving through the
Serengeti, the guide stopped and hissed,
“Everyone freezel Nobody move!” Phil
whispered, “Is it a herd of elephants
passing?” And the guide answered, “No,
we have to wait for the Levinson Bar
Mitzvah group to go by.”

So when Dave’s daughter was going
become a Bat Mitzvah, he planned on
topping Phil's celebration by engaging
arocket ship to fly the guests into outer
space for the reception. Several report-
ers gathered to await the landing of the
spacecraft.

The first one out was Phil.

Reporter:  So, how was the Outer
Space Bat Mitzvah party?

Phil: Tt was okay.

Reporter:
What about the
food?

Phil: So-so.

Reporter:  And
the music, the
views?

Phil:  Nothing
special.

Reporter:
Doesn’t sound like
you enjoyed the experience.

Phil: Tell you the truth, I didn’t like
the atmosphere.

Melinda Stein

Bar Mitzvah: the day a Jewish boy
comes to realize that he is more likely to
own a professional sports team than he
is to play for one.

Young Louis hated going to Bar Mitz-
vahs. All of his uncles and aunts would
come up to him, poke him in the ribs,
giggle, and say to him, "Youre next,
Louis." But they stopped doing that after
Louis began doing the same thing to
them at funerals.

Where did Olympic gymnast Aly
Raisman have her Bat Mitzvah? At the
balance bima.

Jason had been a lazy Bar Mitzvah
student, requiring the Rabbi and his
parents to nudge and prod and beg him
to study.

When he finally got through hjs Haf-
tarah at the services, the Rabbi made a
short speech, then presented him with a
prayerbook, a Bible, and an umbrella.

Jason whispered, “Rabbi, [ understand
about the books, but why are you giving
me an umbrella?”

And the Rabbi answered, “So that
there will be one gift I KNOW you will
open!”

7 //% é”?""
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Save the Date

JEA 101st Annual Meeting
Wednesday, May 22nd
7:00 pm

Installations, Awards, Recognitions

Discover your community

ANNUAL CRUISE RAFFLE & DINNER
SUNDAY, May 19, 2013 (@ 6:30 P.M.

AGUDATH
ACHIM

The celebration will include dinner, bar, silent auction and...The Raffle of a cruise to
the Caribbean, Paris and the Heart of Normandy or a land trip to Costa Rica.

Come and join us for an evening extravaganza of food, fun and festivities!

Who knows YOU might be the lucky winner!

May 19, 2013 at 6:30 p.m.

You don’t have to be present to win.

Raffle Tickets are 1 for $125 or 3 for $250 (buy 2 get 1 free)
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Jewish Camping Provides Lasting Impact

by Robin Reineri
JEA Camp Savannah Administrator

Summertime used to mean not only
endless days playing outside until
darkness forced us indoors; it also
meant packing our trunks for sum-
mer camp. Unfortunately, today’s kids
don’t play outside for hours on end;
indoor activities focused around com-
puter and TV screens are the norm.
Communication between them is often
comprised of text and instant messag-
ing and outdoor play comes in the form
of organized team sports. Our children
don’t lead the more relaxed, carefree
lives we led.

But there is something from our
past we can share, an experience they
can have as well. Something that will
provide them with long summer days
outdoors exploring with friends; days
without cell phones, video games and
the need to check in with their parents
every ten minutes. We can give them
summer camp. We can give them the
experience that provided the adven-
ture and life lessons that helped guide
us through our active childhood and
our angst-filled adolescence.

Resident or “sleep away” camps offer
older children and teens the chance to
discover themselves in a world away

Don’t know which was more fun, making toys or
friends during Lego Week.

from their usual daily routine with
the companionship of other campers
and adult guidance. Late night bunk
talks, cabin competitions, camp-wide
talent shows, campfire singing, canoe
racing, even pranks and food fights in
the dining hall, are all part of the camp
experience.

Sleep-away camp also provides the
benefit of giving both children and
adults freedom from constant parent-
ing. For many “helicopter” parents,
sleep-away camp is a way to safely
loosen the reins, to hand over their
children to capable and inspirational
hands, and to give themselves and their
kids some time off: time to relax and
time to explore. These parents can
come down from hovering and enjoy
some time alone together to recharge
their batteries while their kids have
the time of their lives. They may come
home with sprained ankles, bug bites,
missing shoes and dirty laundry, but
they will also come home full of excite-
ment, a developed sense of self, and a
lifetime of memories and friendships.

What if sleep-away camp is not an
option for your child? Your child’s
young age, scheduling conflicts or
financial affordability prevent the pos-
sibility of sleep away camp? Can he or
she still have an impressive camp expe-
rience while living at home? Day camp
provides an excellent alternative for a
fun-filled summer camping experience
during the day, with the safety and fa-
miliarity of home each night.

JEA Camp Savannah day camp of-
fers an array of daily activities with
imaginative weekly themes to provide
your child with a quality day camp
experience. Camp Director D] Horton
designs a wonderful program that
ignites a child’s natural curiosity and
aids in fostering friendships and a de-
sire for teamwork. The camp is rooted
in Judaic principles and values, and
includes field trips and overnights in
its program. Preschool Camp Director

Jodi Sadler has enhanced the
program for the 3- and 4-year
olds, so that it will provide
the most appropriate and en-
gaging activities to stimulate
the youngest campers.

Whether you select sleep-
away camp or day camp for
your child, one choice still
presents itself. Wil it be
a Jewish camp? Is there a
benefit to Jewish camping?
Camping ranks highly as an
experience most likely to
lead a child into a Jewish life
as an adult. Jason Miller, in
the Jewish Journal article titled
“Parents Find New Benefit to Jewish
Camp: Freedom from Themselves,”
writes: “Summer camp has emerged ds one
of the most promising tools in the struggle to
ensure Jewish continuity in an era when Jews
face more choice and fewer barriers to as-
similation... campers grow up to be connected
to Jewish life and identify proudly within the
Jewish community as adults.”

Many children get their first real ex-
perience of living a fully Jewish life at
summer camp, especially if they do not
live in a strong Jewish community or at-
tend a Jewish school. Back home, there
is a separation of daily secular life and
their Jewish life. At a resident camp,
they can live in a Jewish world minus
their parents, minus their regular home
life, routine and daily pressures. And
Jewish parents benefit from the camp’s
ability to reinforce their child’s devel-
oping Jewish identity, in a creative and
unique environment.

At a Jewish day camp, kids can also
connect to their own identity, and
the larger Jewish community around
them, in a safe, nurturing and fun
environment. “At a time when fewer Jews
maintain friendships with other Jews, and
when those friendships are critical for building
and sustaining Jewish engagement, Jewish day
camps bestow Jewish friendships upon camp-
ers..”says Professor Steven M. Cohen,

It’s cool in the pool all summer long at JEA Camp Savannah

author of the study titled “The Jewish
Learning Presence in JCC Day Camps:
The Current Reality and Realizing the
Potential”.

Savannah Jewish Federation Board
member Stacey Schlafstein recalls
fondly both her day and sleep-away
camp experiences, and the lasting
friendships she formed with her fellow
campers. She, in turn, sent her own
daughter to Camp Barney Medintz,
here in Georgia, to let her make her
own memories and form her own life-
long bonds.

Jewish camping can impact a young
person’s future in wonderfully surpris-
ing ways as well. In 1970, Savannahian
Sheryl Karp met a boy named Stavie
Kreh at Camp Blue Star in North
Carolina. That boy became her hus-
band and father of their two children.
Today they reside on Tybee Island and
will celebrate their 41* wedding anni-
versary in June. You just never know
what lasting impacts Jewish camping
can have!

Forinformationonsleep-awayJewish
camps, visit www.jewishcamp.org/
camps, and for information on the JEA
Camp Savannah day camp, please visit
www.savannahjea.org/campsavannah
or contact Camp Director D] Horton at

355-8111 orcamp@savj.org.

Application & information Contact: President Yelena Cheryak ,welcomel2hadassah@gmail.com
or Past-President Joanna Rich 912-480-4686 (email Joanna@chirpheath.com)
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Community Yom HaShoah
Commemoration

April 7, 2013

Schedule of events:

9:00 am-4:30 pm Reading of the names of Holocaust victims

3:30 pm Reception and Book Signing with featured
speaker/author Nancy Wright Beasley

4:30 pm Yom HaShoah program begins

Winning entries from the Middle & High School Student Art
& Writing Contest will be on display throughout the day

The Savannah Jewish Federation
Gratefully Thanks Our Contributors

SJIF/JENA CAMPAIGN

Inhonor of Abraham Lebos’ Bar Mitzvah
Arlene & Allan Ratner

Inhonor of Sharon ¢ Murray Galin’s hospitality

Harriet & Paul Kulbersh

TIKVAH FUND

Inhonor of Eric Meyerhoff

Inmemory of Janet Sunshine
Sara & Sam Jospin

Inhonor of David Hirsh’s speedy recovery
Eva Odrezin

Inhonor of Toby Hollenberg's birthday
Arlene & Allan Ratner

Inhonor of Corinne ¢ Eric’s 30™ anniversary
Arlene, Allan & Brett Ratner

Inhonor of Zena Kaplan’s recovery

Eva Odrezin & Marilyn Seeman

LAWRENCE KONTER & BERTRAM
WEILAND JEWISH CULTURAL ARTS

FUND
Inmemory of Lawson Hayes
Allison & Mark Konter
Inmemory of Ruth Weiner Blacher
Irma Shulman-Weiner

JOHN GOLDKRAND JEWISH
HEALTHCARE FUND
In honor of AM Goldkrand

Joan & Joseph Iovino

JULIUS RUDIKOFF JEA ATHLETIC &

HEALTH CLUB FUND
Inhonor of Dick Berkowitzs speedy recovery

Linda & Michael Zoller
Inhonor of Lynn ¢ Dick Berkowitz

Arlene & Allan Ratner
ELLE BYCK B'NAITZEDEK FUND
Inhonor of Dr. &> Mrs. Skippy Goodman’s
granddaughter’s Bat Mitzvah

Ellen Byck

s

LEVY

SINCE 1900

Downtown 912.233.1163 e Oglethorpe Mall 912.938.2120
St. Johns Town Center, Jacksonville 904.527.2643 e |evyjewelers.com
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> Yad Vashem > Call Adam at 912-355
> Pre-Shabbat at The Shuk > E-mail: geshermissio

> Masada

> Float in the Dead Sea
> Visit Wineries in Zichron

THE AND SAVANNAH JEWISH
COMMUNITIES JOIN TOGETHER TO BUILD A
BRIDGE TO AND TO EACH OTHER.

GESHER 2013 MISSION TO ISRAEL
OCTOBER 31-NOVEMBER 10, 2013

Have you ever imagined getting on a
plane in Savannah and deplaning in Israel.
Imagine no more.

Walk in the footsteps of our forefathers in Jerusalem, Tel
Aviv, Jaffo, Haifa, Caesarea, and Zichron. Learn from our Tour
Educator, Ophir Yarden, work in a soup kitchen in Jerusalem,
sip fine wines from the original Carmel Winery, pay homage to
the memories of those who perished in The Holocaust at Yad
Vashem. Enjoy the sights, smells, and sounds at The Shuk as
all of Israel prepares for Shabbat.

As if this was not enough, the Savannah Jewish Federation is
providing a $1,000 per person subsidy for those community
members who have never been to Israel (with a minimum
suggested per person donation of $500 to Campaign 2014).

Join us to build a bridge between Charleston and Savannah.
Join us as we build a bridge with Israel.

GESHER 2013 MISSION TO ISRAEL
OCTOBER 31-NOVEMBER 10, 2013
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