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UJA 2007 Right On Target
 Israel Emergency Campaign Surpasses Goal

  UJA Federation of 
Hamilton wishes you a

Happy 
Hanukkah According to UJA Federation 

executive director, Gerald Fisher, 
“There are moments when 

it seems that Sheik Nasrallah of 
Hezballah is our most success-
ful UJA canvasser. Every time he 
opens his mouth on TV, people 
call to contribute to UJA and the 
Israel Emergency Campaign.”

This year’s UJA annual 
campaign was launched at the 
July 27th Israel Solidarity Rally.

The event not only launched 
the UJA campaign but also 
served as the launch for the Is-
rael Emergency Campaign; an 
additional initiative required to 
address the urgent needs caused 
by the war. The early start and 
the images of Israeli communi-
ties in flames spurred an early 
and intense interest in ensuring 
that the campaign meets its goals.

UJA leaders are grateful to be 
able to announce that the cam-
paign is well over half way to its 
goal of $1.1M. The Israel Emer-
gency Campaign has already sur-
passed the result of a similar effort 
in 2002, run during the height of 
the intifada. On this basis, a cam-
paign close by the end of Decem-
ber is within reach. If achieved, it 
would be the fastest and most ef-
fective UJA campaign in memory.

“Even with this encouraging 
news, nobody is resting on their 
laurels”, said Men’s Campaign 
Co-Chair Larry Levin. Dr. Levin, 
along with Co-Chair Michael 
Kam met recently to review the 
status of the campaign’s top three 
divisions. According to Mr. Kam, 
there has been significant progress 
in both expanding the donor base 
and in raising the giving levels. 

“Concern about the war made 
it possible for us to bring significant 
numbers of donors and volunteer 
canvassers to participate in major 
UJA events in Toronto. Anybody 
who listened to Charles Kraut-
hammer and Allan Dershowitz  
understood the need for increased 
UJA support in ways that led to 
immediate and positive response.” 

Increased support is also ob-
vious within the UJA Women’s 
Campaign. Ably led by co-chairs 
Jo-ann Pomerantz and Debbie 
Strub, the Women’s Campaign 
has kept pace by delivering an 
overall increase of 13% plus the 

addition of 3 more women into 
the coveted Lion of Judah division. 
Perhaps the most exciting element 
in the Women’s Campaign is the 
creation of the “Girlfriends,” an 
informal group of young women 
who are now coming together for 
socializing, education and support 
of the community. According 
to Ms. Strub, “the emergence of 
this young “leadership” group is a 

key element in ensuring a healthy 
Jewish future for Hamilton.”

Shirley Molot, VP for Fi-
nancial Resources Development 
reminds us that the encouraging 
news from the campaign results 
so far should not distract us from 
some very serious issues. “We are 
doing well, but the campaign is 
far from over. I urge all of our vol-
unteer canvassers and team cap-

tains to remain focused on the job 
until it is completed. I also urge 
everyone to not lose sight of why 
we do this. Without losing sight 
of needs in our own community, 
the devastation caused by the re-
cent war requires all of us to do 
more… and to do it right away. 
When Israel is in such desperate 
need, how can we be complacent?”

Keeping promises 
has never been 
more simple.

Pay your 
UJA pledge 

in an instant.

Use

During the past six months 
UJA Federation and JCC have 
been collaborating on a com-
munity planning process to 
investigate several key issues re-
lated to the future of the Cen-
tre. The process has reached the 
stage of gathering the last points 
of information for consider-
ation by the members of the 
Fed – JCC Joint Collaborative 
Committee and our consultants.

Key issues under re-
view include determination 
of the programs and services 
the community expects and 
is willing to support and the 
most appropriate organiza-
tional vehicles to deliver them. 
Also under review is the vi-
ability of the current facility.

Federation - JCC Consultants To Return
United Jewish Communi-

ties consultant, Andrew Paller 
,and Jewish Community Cen-
tre Association consultant, 
Arnie Sohinki, will return to 
Hamilton on December 5th 
and 6th. Their itinerary will in-
clude conducting focus groups 
with selected community mem-
bers, individual interviews 
with leading philanthropists, 
meetings with the Collab-
orative Committee and a joint 
meeting of the Federation and 
JCC Executive Committees.

In the interim, UJA Fed-
eration has given its support to 
JCC to conduct a limited fund 
raising campaign designed to 
assist the agency address imme-
diate needs in both operational 

and capital replacements areas.
 Several focus groups and 

preliminary interviews have al-
ready taken place. Four more 
focus groups are expected to 
take place between now and 
early December. The final com-
ponent of the fact finding will 
include a community wide sur-
vey to be distributed when the 
consultants are in Hamilton.

The process, which has a 
deadline of December 30th, 
was delayed during the summer 
because of the war in Lebanon 
and the critical need to launch 
the Israel EmergencyCam-
paign. Both UJA Federation 
and JCC have made completion 
of the process the top priority 
for the month of December.

To reduce billing costs and get 
cash quickly to our beneficia-
ries.  Payments can be made 
annually, quarterly or monthly 
against your pledge.  Payment 
can also be done through our 
secure on-line website 
www.jewishhamilton.org

Please note that new CRA 
(Canada Revenue Agency) reg-
ulations provide significant tax 
benefits for payment of chari-
table contributions through 
transfers of appreciated stock. 
For payment of your UJA 
pledge with stock transfers 
contact the office for detailed 
information at 905-648-0605 

Some of Hamilton’s Lions of Judah posed for a photograph at a private reception held prior to the Brigitte Gabriel 
event. (see page 3) Pictured above (l to r) are Milli Gould, Sasha Weisz, Cele Steinberg, Cheryl Greenbaum, 

Rita Shapiro, Isabel Strub, Batia Phillips, Shirley Molot, Sandi Seigel and Liz Tick.
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Editorial Policy
The HJN invites members 
of the community to con-
tribute letters, articles or 
guest editorials. Written 
submissions and advertise-
ments must be forwarded 
by the  deadline indicated 
in each issue. This news-
paper reserves the right to 
edit, condense or reject any 
contribution for brevity or 
legal purposes. 

Deadline for submissions 
for the next edition  of the 
HJN is January 10, 2007.
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Students intending to par-
ticipate in short term education 
programs in Israel in 2007 may 
be eligible for financial support 
through the Ralph Travis Israel 
Experience Scholarship Fund.

The Ralph Travis Israel Ex-
perience fund was established 
by family and friends of the late 
Ralph Travis to honor his deep 
commitments to Israel. The fund 
provides limited financial sup-
port to students participating in 
a myriad of wonderful education 
programs designed to meet practi-
cally every interest and timeframe.

Social research has repeatedly 
demonstrated that a quality edu-
cation experience in Israel is the 
single, most positive contributing 
factor to a healthy Jewish iden-
tity and to future commitments 
to participation in Jewish life as 
an adult. In response to this in-
formation, almost every Diaspora 
education program, youth move-
ment, synagogue movement etc. 
sponsors its own short term pro-
gram in Israel. Israeli based insti-
tutions have also developed their 
own programming initiatives. As 
a result, there are literally hun-
dreds of quality education experi-
ences available to every age group.   

Ralph Travis Israel Experience 
Applications Now Available

As a function of both its fi-
duciary responsibility, as well as 
its responsibility to assist parents 
and students find the most suit-
able program, UJA Federation of 
Hamilton ascribes to the param-
eters developed by the Israel Ex-
perience Program National office.

The national Israel Expe-
rience Program office has vet-
ted hundreds of Israel programs 
to ensure that they meet strict 
criteria in terms of safety, su-
pervision, education standards 
and standard of living issues. 

Financial support through 
the Ralph Travis Israel Experi-
ence Scholarship is limited to 
support for programs approved 
through the IEP national of-
fice. Families applying are ex-
pected to be in good standing 
with the UJA annual campaign.

Application deadline for 
summer 2007 program is March 
16th, 2007.  For more informa-
tion about approved programs, 
go to www.jewishcanada.org. 
For more information about our 
local scholarship initiative, or 
to receive an application, please 
contact the UJA Federation of 
Hamilton office at 905-648- 
0605 or cnuscauja@on.aibn.com.  

Lisa Morris       Super Sunday Chair
Larry Levin, Michael Kam, Jo-Ann Pomerantz & Debbie Strub

UJA Campaign 2007 Co-Chairs

Holocaust Education Programming
Reflects Committee’s Concerted Efforts

Pictured above from l to r are Willy Steen, Doris Schulman, Sue Schiff, 
Nadia Rosa, Michele Finkelstein, Cindy Mark and Heather Ritter

Rabbi Bernard Baskin with Reverend 
Loretta Jaunzarins and Professor Arnold Ages

Thanks to the hard work of UJA Federation’s Holocaust Educa-
tion committee,  the Hamilton community has been the beneficiary 
of a marked increase in Holocaust programming. Over the last 12 
months the committee organized the following programs:  March of 
the Living;  a student symposium attended by 800 students at Mo-
hawk College; two symposiums for high school teachers;  and three 
programs over Holocaust Education Week this past November.   The 
committee is currently working on the planning and promotion of 
the Asper Foundation Human Rights and Holocaust Studies Pro-
gram with the intent of sending 54 Jewish and non-Jewish students 
from the Hamilton community to the bi-annual trip to Washing-
ton, D.C. to visit the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. 

The three programs held over Holocaust Education Week this 
past November included lectures presented over two separate evenings 
by Professor Arnold Ages and Holocaust survivor, Peter Silverman and 
the screening of the film Fateless at the Westdale Theatre. All three pro-
grams enjoyed high attendance from both the Jewish and non Jewish 
communities thanks to free publicity from The Hamilton Spectator. 

 At the recent symposium for secondary school teachers of 
the Hamil-
t o n - We n t -
worth Public 
and Separate 
School Boards,  
k e y n o t e 
speaker Franca 
Ianni spoke 
on Methodol-
ogy in Holo-
caust Educa-
tion Teaching.   
Comment ing 
on the event, 
c o m m i t -
tee member Judy Schwartz   said, “Ms. Franca Ianni gave con-
crete instructions on how to teach this most difficult subject. 
The booklet she handed out should be used in every school to 
ensure that the lessons of the Holocaust will never be forgotten.”

 Judy Schwartz is the Committee’s point person whenever a 
school calls into the Federation office seeking programming on the 
Holocaust or in response to an antisemitic incident.   Last year she 
was asked to go into the schools on three separate occasions. In 
each of the cases, she arranged for Holocaust survivors to address 
students on the consequences of hate.  She shared a vivid recollec-
tion where local survivor Emmy Weisz, with pen in hand,  drew 
a line on a board.   Then, she proceeded to draw a swastika. The 
lesson was clear: The power of 
the pen can be used in both 
positive and destructive ways.  

“We should be very 
proud that this program ex-
ists in our community”, said 
Ms. Schwartz, “and that our 
committee can reach out 
to any school or any group 
that needs us to be there.” 

Michele Fin-
kelstein, who re-
cently stepped down as chair of the Committee after a 
four year tenure,  echoed that sentiment  when she said,   
   “As a committee we are very proud of the pro-
grams that we were able to provide for the communi-
ty and hope that we will continue to do so in the future.”

Willy Steen with survivor 
Peter Silverman

Our Sincere Thanks to This Year’s
Super Sunday Participants 

Norman Williams, Sheila Levitt, Samatha Richter, 
Bonnie Loewith, David Loewith, Dena Honig, Ed Zaltz, Raefie Ep-
stein, Janet Weisz, Jonathan Fleish, Lorraine Cohen, Shirley Zucker, 
Dafna Bener, Howard Eisenberg, Steve Varadi, Anna Rae Fishman, 

Sandy Morris, Dolly Cohen, Judy Mendelson and Les Lasky



Many among the generation of women who gathered at 
the Sheinbaum/Kahn home have served as Women’s Divi-
sion chairs in years past,  but Sandi Fuss and Liz Tick have 
continued to head up Top Gifts long after their peers have 
moved on to other interests. The two received special rec-
ognition during the evening by Shirley Molot, who called 
them, “the most unwavering, reliable, stable, unflappable 
and dedicated volunteers in our community”, and praised 
them for setting  a “new standard for all of us.”  Sandi and 
Liz share many interests and passions, including Hadas-
sah WIZO, the JNF, Israel Bonds, Beth Tikvah, their syna-
gogues, the Art Gallery and... their joint grandchildren, 
Avery Rose and Lily.  

Serving Well Beyond The Call Of Duty

The Lion of Judah pin is a dramatic reminder that 
each woman can make a significant difference in the 
lives,vitality, and continuity of her community. Women 
who wear the Lion of Judah pin, a $5,000 annual com-
mitment to the UJA campaign, join over 15,000 women 
around the world that are part of the Lion of Judah pro-
gram. Together, through caring and passion, women 
who wear the Lion of Judah pin are able to transform 
the concept of Tikum Olam from an abstract dream to a 
concrete reality.
        UJA Federation is delighted to welcome Dana 
Horwood, Sandi Seigel and Gloria Wasserman who 
became ‘Lions’ this year. They join the ranks of their 
predecessors, who include Barbara Goldblatt, Milli 
Gould, Cheryl Greenbaum, Faith Kaplan, Madeleine 
Levy, Anne Mandell, Shirley Molot, Eva Morris, Lori 
Morris, Batia Phillips, CeCe Schreiber, Rita Shapiro, 
Cecile Steinberg, Isabel Strub, Anna Taylor, Liz Tick 
and Sasha Weisz.

The Next Generation: from left to right, Jocelyn Katz, Arlene Leibtag, Lila Strub, 
Amy Katz Martin, Cindy Kam, Debbie Strub and Sandy Seigel. Front row, from left to right, 

Debbie Sheinbaum, Andrea Molot and Cindy Greenbaum Smyth.

Women Of All Generations Step Up To Leadership Challenge
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Staff and lay leadership at UJA Federation have 
been delighted with the increasing activism among 
younger women in the community who have stepped 
into leadership roles vacated by their predecessors.  The 
season began with a “Girlfriends” event at the home of 
Dana Horwood back in early September, which was 
designed to raise  awareness about the role that UJA 
Federation plays in the community. A few weeks later 
a reception was held at the home of Debbie Shein-
baum where women in the Top Gifts Division as well 
as younger women eager to step into leadership roles 
were given the opportunity to meet with Brigitte Ga-
briel prior to her keynote address later that evening. 

The Federation also wants to pay tribute to the fol-
lowing for their leadership over the past year: to Lisa 
Morris, for chairing the Super Sunday UJA Telethon; 
to Vivienne Epstein, Vice President, Human Resources 
Development;  to Michele Finkelstein for overseeing 
an outstanding series of Holocaust Education pro-
grams as chair of the Holocaust Education Committee; 
to Debbie Strub, Andrea Molot and Dana Horwood, 
for co-chairing the Girlfriends Evening; to Dana Hor-
wood and Deb Sheinbaum for graciously providing 
their homes as venues for Federation events; to  Deb-
bie Strub for co-chairing Women’s Division with Jo-
Ann Pomerantz; to Jo-Ann Pomerantz, for serving 
as Women’s Division for a third year; to Sandi Fuss 
and Liz Tick for their continued committment in co-
chairing of Top Gifts Women’s Division - Top Gifts; 
and to Shirley Molot for providing mentorship to 
the younger women in our community and for her 
leadership as chair of the Lion of Judah Division and 
as Vice President, Financial Resource Development;  Hamilton’s Latest Lions of Judah

The Next Generation

Shirley Molot “pinning” Batia Phillips 
with her Lion of Judah pin

Dana Horwood

Sandi Seigel

Gloria Wasserman

Jo-Ann Pomerantz Elaine Levine & Michele FinkelsteinDebbie Strub & Lisa Morris

UJA Federation



Brigitte Gabriel Delivers 
Powerful Message

Author and journalist Brigitte Gabriel spoke on Septem-
ber 28th to a capacity audience at Temple Anshe Sholom. 
The program was organized by the UJA 2007 Campaign 
Cabinet  as one of several mechanisms to encourage com-
munity support for the current Israel Emergency Campaign.

Ms. Gabriel’s message was  meant to serve as a wake up 
call to the West and to the Jewish community in particu-
lar of the growing threat of Islamic extremism. Given the 
circumstances of the Israel Emergency Campaign and the 
need to urgently raise cash to assist Israelis who lost their 
homes, employment and lives to Hezbollah attacks in Israel’s 
northern communties, her message was painfully relevant.

Ms. Gabriel’s electifying and passionate addresss energized 
many in the audience, who felt that her presentation provided the 
best possible antidote to the apathy and sense of powerlessness that 
has  often been a response  a perceived  unstoppable phenomenon. 

Ms. Gabriel recounted her unique journey of how 
she and her family, Lebanese Christians,  struggled to sur-
vive during the Lebanese Civil War.  Her school, the street 
and the Lebanese media, she said, were saturated with deep 
hatred for Israel and for Jews. She spoke about the destabi-
lizing influence of Palestinian extremism on Lebanese so-
ciety in the 1970s, touching on the Sabra and Shatila  mas-
sacre, the blame for which she laid solely on the  on the 
Phalangists, who she said were acting in retaliation for previ-
ous massacres conducted by Palestinian and Islamic extremists.

 In tones bordering on reverence, she described her narrow 
escape across the border into Israel in search of medical care for 
her critically ill mother and the warmth with which they were re-
ceived. She challenged the Lebanese or any other Islamic culture 
of being able to provide the same to a critically ill Israeli or Jew.

Ultimately, her presentation focused on two important 
points. It was very important for a Jewish audience to hear 
a rational Arab voice speaking so positively about Israel as a 
compassionate society that only seeks peace with its neighbors. 
She felt it equally important for the west in general and Jews 
in particular to not lose sight of the dangers of Islamic extrem-
ism, a danger she views as growing, relentless and violent.        

From left to right, Liz Tick, Sandi Fuss, Jo-Ann Pomerantz, 
Brigitte Gabriel, Larry Levin and Shirley Molot. 
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MOVING MONEY WITHOUT BANKS
By Don Fenton, Director, Communications
September 30, 2006

Providing foreign exchange for companies used to be the exclusive domain of the banks, but specialist 
firms like Canadian-based Custom House are increasingly grabbing a share of a market worth billions of 
dollars a year.

According to an article on Reuters news (July 25, 2006) “The incursion by non-bank specialists has re-
ally taken off in the last few years, helped by the launch of online foreign exchange trading such as Custom 
House’s Multiple Payment Platform.”

Therefore if you’re relying on your local bank for assistance doing business in other countries, you may 
be getting short-changed. 

As businesses increasingly go global, the success of any venture can often rest on getting the most 
favourable foreign exchange transaction rate.  That’s where specialist foreign exchange companies come in, 
through lower overheads and fewer branch offices than their banking competitors, savings in exchange rates 
are able to be passed directly onto the customer. Custom House exchanges billions of dollars in currency a 
year globally and is one of the largest independent foreign exchange companies in the world. They will cus-
tomize a service that exactly meets your needs and integrates seamlessly with your current business practice.   
That’s why business leaders and knowledgeable individuals worldwide trust Custom House. 

INTERNATIONAL WIRE TRANSFERS

Custom House international wires are a safe and quick way to transfer funds anywhere in the world. 
Custom House Treasury operates 24/7 and our relationship with a global network of banks means fast, ac-
curate transmission of your funds almost anywhere and beneficiary information is stored securely.

FOREIGN CURRENCY DRAFTS AND CHEQUES

A Custom House foreign currency draft means you can offer payment to your trading partners in their 
local currency. We offer convenience and negotiating power that can translate into a competitive advantage 
in tough foreign markets.

INTERNATIONAL RECEIPT OF FUNDS

A Custom House electronic transfer sends your funds directly to your bank accounts.  For recurring 
receipts, our automated conversion of funds gives you maximum efficiency and better cash flow. 

Custom House foreign currency accounts let you receive payments for automatic transfer into your ac-
counts for immediate access to your funds without multiple account management.

ONLINE SERVICES FOR BUSINESS & INDIVIDUALS

Our award-winning online service lets you process payables and receivables in-house with real-time 
rates 24/7. We seamlessly integrate with leading accounting and order fulfillment programs to save you time 
and money. 

FORWARD CONTRACTS

Because you are exposed to the fluctuations of the international currency market, Custom House lets 
you lock in a rate today for delivery in the future. With a Custom House forward contract you receive a 
guaranteed exchange rate for currency to be bought or sold in the future. We reduce the risk of foreign 
exchange fluctuations, protect your profits and allow accurate long term budget planning.

EXCHANGE RATE BIDDING PROGRAM

With an exchange rate bidding program, our trading specialists monitor international currency move-
ments around the clock. We determine a target price with you and notify you when it has been reached and 
execute a transaction for you. This allows you to take advantage of market currency shifts in multiple time 

zones and markets.

PRIVATE CLIENT SERVICES

Custom House offers cost-effective, custom solutions for managing foreign currency payments for 
international loans and mortgages.

Not only do we offer competitive exchange rates, we also provide a secure global network, fully bonded 
trading specialists and international partner alliances for complementary services for your purchases.

MARKET INTELLIGENCE

We constantly monitor and analyse economic trends and shifts in real time to help you stay ahead of 
the competition. 

Our complimentary World Market Update provides extensive analysis of the underlying trends and 
events affecting international currency markets. 

OUTSOURCING SERVICES

For many of our corporate customers we provide a complete global payment and foreign exchange 
service for their clients.

 Our outsourcing services can be a branded partnership agreement where you gain the benefits of the 
Custom House reputation in the industry, or a ‘white label’ agreement that lets you use our international 
infrastructure to power your internal processing. 

At Custom House we work hard to understand your business 
and create truly customized foreign exchange services.

Bob Hemberger

fine catering
Corporate & Special Events

kosher catering
Bar & Bat Mitzvahs

Weddings
Anniversaries

905-643-1244    905-664-1933



Helping Our Children Stand Up To Hate

Each year, early No-
vember marks the return of 
Holocaust Education Week, 
when people of all ages come 
together in Hamilton to 
learn about the horrors of the 
Shoah from those who lived 
through it.

One of the most impor-
tant messages we take away 
from this experience is that 
hating those who are differ-
ent from ourselves, simply because they are different, can lead 
society down a very dangerous path. 

We are fortunate to be reminded of this lesson each year. 
But it should be seen as the beginning of something bigger. 
We have an opportunity, and an obligation, to continue the 
dialogue to help reinforce the message that hate is a cancer 
– especially to young people.  One of the best places to under-
take this kind of discussion is in the classroom. 

The Canadian Jewish Congress Charities Committee has 
done just that. We created Choose Your Voice: Antisemitism 
in Canada, an educational program for students in grades 6, 7 
and 8 that gives children the tools they need in order to find 
their voices in the face of hatred, and make the choice to be-
come heroes instead of bystanders. The program, launched in 
Ontario last fall, is also designed to encourage young people to 
feel secure and proud to be who they are, no matter what their 
background.

Choose Your Voice was developed by CJC Charities in 
partnership with FAST – Fighting Antisemitism Together, a 
coalition of non-Jewish business leaders led by BMO President 
Tony Comper and his wife, Elizabeth. The program includes 
four lessons that explore the meaning and dangers of stereotyp-
ing, provide examples of racism and antisemitism in Canada 
from both a historic and modern perspective and ask students 
to think about what it means to be a hero in the face of hatred 
and bigotry. The goal of the program is to ensure students feel 
confident enough in themselves to do the right thing – to be a 
hero instead of a bystander, or worse, a perpetrator.

Choose Your Voice includes a moving DVD to support the 
lessons, and was created with the assistance of Ontario curricu-
lum experts. The flexibility of the program makes it excellent 
for use on special days such as Yom HaShoah, Remembrance 
Day or the International Day for the Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination, but is equally good for regular classroom use.

School boards in the Hamilton and Niagara regions, 
representing more than 20,000 students in grades 6 to 8, have 
supported the use of Choose Your Voice in their classrooms.  
Hamilton teachers are joining those from across the province, 
and in fact, across the country, who have discovered that this 
program can be a great jumping-off point for important class-
room discussions on a sensitive issue.

Many teachers have adapted the program for use with 
students in both lower and higher grades, with great success. 
Teachers are reporting to us that students find the program 
very engaging, and as a result, they acquire a deeper under-
standing of the nature of bigotry and its effects. Our only wish 
is that teachers in every classroom in Hamilton, and better yet, 
across Canada, use this resource to help their students learn. 

Unfortunately, the hatred that brought the Holocaust 
and other genocides to the world has not disappeared. With a 
meaningful tool like Choose Your Voice, we hope our children 
will find their way and choose a voice of tolerance.

I encourage you to ask the teachers at your children’s 
schools to implement Choose Your Voice, which is available 
free from CJC Charities Committee. For more information on 
FAST and Choose Your Voice, visit the CJC Charities Com-
mittee Website at www.cjccc.ca.

Wendy Lampert is the National Director of Communications 
for Canadian Jewish Congress Charities Committee, and devel-
oped the Choose Your Voice resource. 

Wendy Lampert

Pearl/Ahmed Dialogue Program Draws Large Crowd 
After months of prepara-

tion, the “Hopeful Dialogue” 
event featuring Dr. Judea Pearl 
and Dr. Akbar Ahmed took place 
on November 12th. It appeared 
that Jews and Muslims were both 
minorities at the well-attended 
event that drew over 800 to lis-
ten and take part in a conversa-
tion between the featured guests.

Akbar Ahmed, a leading Is-
lamic scholar born in Pakistan, 
joined Judea Pearl at Hamilton 
Place to lead a public dialogue 
about the divisions between 
Muslims and the West and be-
tween Jews and Muslims. Their 
discussions ranged from policy 
issues to theological perceptions 
to revelations about each group’s 
deepest fears about the other. 
This personal yet public dialogue 
has travelled to twelve cities in 
the US, UK and Canada and 
continues to attempt to carve a 
path for mutual understanding 
between the two communities

It was apparent that Dr. 
Pearl, whose son Daniel was 
murdered by terrorists in Paki-
stan and Dr. Ahmed, who heads 
the Islamic Studies Program at 
American University in Washing-
ton, have developed a warm and 
respectful personal relationship. 

The program, organized by 
the Arab, Muslim and Jewish 
Dialogue Committee in Ham-
ilton, was strongly supported by 
the Hamilton Spectator, which 
provided significant media expo-
sure and a staff person to assist in 
logistics. Spectator editor, Dana 
Robbins, served as moderator, 
and Rabbi Bernard Baskin made 
introductory comments at a re-
ception held prior to the event. 

The full text of Rabbi Baskin’s 
remarks are printed below. 

“This extraordinary eve-
ning confronts each of us with 
a number of persistent and 

challenging questions. Let 
me mention some of them.

Can we as Canadians make 
space in our thinking and liv-
ing for our essential differences? 
Can we learn to show respect 
for a language, a tradition and 
a sensibility different from our 
own? Can we see the image of 
God in the face of a stranger, es-
pecially if it is a different colour?

Can we who assert our be-
lief in the one God of human-
ity remain silent, or stand aside, 
when innocent men and women 
are murdered for some alleged po-
litical, religious or ethnic cause?

Can we pause to appreciate 
the cultural and religious contri-
butions, ideas and feelings of oth-
ers -- indeed, even at times share 
in their pain, humiliation and re-
sentment -- and discover to our sur-
prise that their image of us is any-
thing but our image of ourselves?

Can we forsake the mis-
guided notion that we fulfil God’s 
will by waging war against the 
so-called infidel or outsider, dis-
regarding the Biblical heritage 
of Abraham that Jews, Chris-
tians and Muslims share together?

Can civilized society ac-
cept the ranting of a fanatic 

who publicly proclaims his 
desire to completely annihi-
late a neighbouring country?

Can we learn the hard but 
necessary lessons of living togeth-
er in mutual trust and dignity 
in our own community rather 
than in bringing the complex 
issues of the Middle East, Af-
rica and Asia into our midst?

These problems will not be 
resolved in Hamilton, Ontario.

In her recent widely ac-
claimed book that she calls The 
Great Transformation, Karen 
Armstrong makes clear that the 
founders of all the great reli-
gions - Buddha, Moses, Jesus 
and Muhammad - recoiled from 
the violence of their times. They 
called for an abandonment of 
selfishness and reached out for 
a spirituality of compassion.

Finally, we must be con-
vinced that moderation, goodwill 
and good sense can bring harmony 
and understanding, rather than 
hatred, violence and devastation.

We have been granted one 
world in which to live together. 
Let us protect it, enhance it, enjoy 
it and God forefend not destroy it.

Committee Members Ali Cheaib and Dr. Lorne Finkelstein 
flank Dr. Ahmed and Dr. Pearl
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JSS Partners With CNIB

Hamilton Jewish Social Services is partnering with 
the CNIB by offering computer classes for the visu-
ally impaired.   Computers with special software 
have been set up to help people with impaired 
vision to learn computer skills.  This program takes 
place at 30 King St East in Dundas.  If you know of 
someone who might be interested in these classes 
please call Carol Krames at  905-627-9922 or email 
carolkramesjss@hotmail.com.

More JSS Programs

Ceramics classes take place on Monday after-
noons with Suzanne Goldflus. No charge.  
Literacy and ESL classes take place from Mon-
day to Thursday mornings. 
Chai Choir – Rehearsals take place Tuesday morn-
ings. Call Goldie Robbins at 905-529-1787 for more 
information.
Large Screen Computer Classes Tuesday and 
Wednesday from 2:30 to 4:00 pm
Scrapbooking on Wednesday mornings
Gentle Gym Exercise on Tuesdays from 1 to 2 
PM.

Share Your Favourite Recipe

Do you have a favorite recipe or rccipes you would 
like to share?   The Hamilton Jewish Social Services 
has a committee of women who love to cook and 
want to make a cookbook for Hamilton.  The profits 
will go towards the Hamilton Kosher Food Bank.  
We will be putting the recipes together and cate-
gorizing them, yom tov, shabbos, vegetable dishes 
and cakes.  Send your recipe(s) to cookbookjss@
hotmail.com or mail them to Jewish Social Services, 
30 King St. E Dundas, Ontario L9H 5G6.  The com-
mittee could use help with publicity and financial 
donations that will go towards publishing costs.  
This project is a double mitzvah. Not only will it 
raise money for the Food Bank  – It will ensure that 
our parents and grandparents recipes are shared 
with future generations.

Please Support The 
Kosher Food Bank

Hamilton has the highest rate of poverty in the Jew-
ish community in all of Canada.  Our community’s 
poor may not be visible, but they are there.  With 
Chanukah fast approaching there will be many 
families who do not have enough money for food 
to celebrate the holiday.  Every donation helps, ei-
ther food or cash.  Please mail a cheque or drop off 
food at our office, at the shuls, or Hamilton Kosher.   

Jewish Social ServicesOn Saturday, November 4th, a 
small group of Jewish leaders were 
invited to attend “Eyes to Zion 5,” 
an event taking place at the New 
Covenant Church in Brantford.

Barry Bender and Norma 
Jack, Monte and Madeleine Levy, 
Gerry Fisher and Anna-Rae Fish-
man, Meir and Necha Kaidar were 
all delighted with the invitation. 
They just didn’t fully appreciate 
what the invitation was about. 

“Eyes to Zion 5” was promot-
ed as the most recent in a series of 
annual events organized as a “cele-
bration of Zion; its land, its people 
and its G-d.”  The event itself was 
a spectacular evening of original 
music, song and dance, presented 
with extraordinary productions 
values, artistic sensitivity and cre-
ativity and a genuine affection 
for the land and people of Israel. 

In both his opening and 
closing remarks, Reverend John 
Tweedie, Pastor of New Covenant 
Church and President of Christians 
for Israel, made special mention of 

“Eyes To Zion” A Breathtaking Event

the presence of the Jewish guests. 
All were made to feel welcome, es-
pecially by the provision of kosher 
desserts and the front row seating.

Reverend David Cummings 
of the Hamilton Christian Fellow-
ship was responsible for the invi-
tations. Reverend Cummings is a 
close friend to many in the Ham-

Pictured above, from l to r are David Somer, Gerry Fisher Meir Kadar, 
Reverend John Tweadie, Monte Levy, Anna Rae Fishman, 

Madeleine Levy, Necha Kadar, Norma Jack and Barry Bender
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ilton Jewish community. He is also 
the proud father of both Rebec-
cah and Dan Cummings, two of 
the evening’s featured performers.

More than 400 people attended 
the celebration. All were left practi-
cally breathless by the high energy 
performances and the profound 
message of affection for Israel.



York Street existed as early 
as 1800 as  a military route con-
necting Hamilton to Toronto 
(York).  By the nineteen-twen-
ties, the portion of the roadway 
approaching Hamilton was 
flanked by dilapidated hous-
es and unsightly gravel pits. 

In 1927, Hamilton’s perspi-
cacious Thomas B. McQuesten   
spearheaded  efforts to improve 
the  tawdry, decrepit western 
entrance into the city.   The re-
sult was a picturesque two  kilo-
metre boulevard running from 
highway six to Dundurn Castle. 

With magnificent views of   
Burlington Bay, Cootes Paradise  
and the Royal Botanical Gar-
dens, the   High Level Bridge 
entrance to Hamilton was one 
of the most scenic approach-
es to any city in the world. 

Unfortunately, as one 
passed Dundurn Castle and 
travelled towards the city centre, 
the scenery changed from beau-
tific to mundane.  The two lane  
York Street artery from Dun-
durn Street to the downtown 
was lined  with a variety of small, 
mostly “mom and pop” busi-
nesses.    Grocery stores, tailor 
and clothing shops, second hand 

and variety stores, auto parts 
and service stations,   butchers, 
barbers, cake shops, delicates-
sens,  etc. catered to a somewhat 
lower income clientele many of 
whom were recent  arrivals to 
the country.   In many  cases, 
the store owners lived in the 
residence above their business.  

Many ethnic groups could 
be found on York Street.  In 
particular, it was the commu-
nal and business centre for the 
Hamilton  Jewish community.  
Long time Hamilton resident 

Shannon Shapiro has listed over 
eighty Jewish  business own-
ers on York Street around the 
time of the Second World War. 

 Bella (Zucker) Muller’s 
family owned a York Street deli.  
She recalls, “It was like a com-
munity centre.  People came to 
shop and exchange news and 
information.  Card games often 
involving a zany cast of charac-
ters were a frequent occurrence.”

Bob Guest, whose par-
ents operated Guest Meat 
Market for over thirty years 

Looking Back on York Street In Its Prime

on York Street, remembers 
the ethnic mix of the area.   

“For the most part, Jews, 
Italians, Afro-Canadians, Native-
Canadians and other minorities 
got along well.   Almost every-
one was on a first name basis.”

In the nineteen fifties, city  
politicians  concluded that York 
Street was an embarrassment 
that had to be eradicated.   In 
1957, York Street was widened 
and in 1961 a median installed. 
In 1967, a York Street “re-
newal plan” was given quali-

fied approval by city council.
Properties on both sides 

of the street were expropri-
ated and the roadway widened 
to six lanes.   Fanciful schemes  
to bring new businesses into 
the area were implemented.

The  expropriation of 
properties created disruption, 
antagonism, hostility, and in 
some cases economic hard-
ship among the York Street 
residents and business owners.

When the project was 
completed,  a vibrant busi-
ness and residential commu-
nity had been replaced by a 
small number of  sterile insti-
tutional-type buildings  inter-
sected by  a noisy, concrete, 
polluting  automobile corridor.

Sigmund Goldberg, whose 
family owned a clothing busi-
ness on York Street says, 

“The demolition of the 
York Street business commu-
nity was the beginning of the 
end for downtown Hamilton.”

This article was reprinted from 
Hamilton Vanished - Part Two, 
published by North Shore Pub-
lishing Inc.

by 
Ron Berenbaum

York Street.    Courtesy, Hamilton Public Library
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The Jewish communty 
has been abuzz of 
late, with rave reviews 
about The Village 
Green, a kosher bistro 
combined  with  flower 
and gift shop, that 
opened its doors 
for business  last  
September. 

Its proprietors, Gwen 
Gorden, a local kosher  
caterer and Jeannie 
Lavin, a floral arranger, 
had collaborated on 
several private parties 
before it dawned 
on them:  Why not 
formalize things and 
go into business 
together? Gwen’s 
daughter Allison was 
studying culinary arts 
at George Brown college, and Gwen felt that she was ready to expand 
her catering business.  

When The Scarlet Runner building on King Street  in Westdale went 
up for sale last Spring, they knew they had found the perfect location. 
With Jeannie’s husband, a contractor, overseeing renovations, the 
building was ready in record time.  

The Village Green Bistro, which is located on the second floor of  the 
attractive three-storey building, features daily specials that include 
different ethnic styles such as  Chinese, Italian, Moroccan and  
traditional Jewish food, all served up in large portions. 
The Bistro is particularly popular with students, who enjoy the 
reasonably priced hearty meals and the warm and welcoming 
atmosphere.   The Bistro also features an extensive take out section, 
catering to busy couples and families who don’t always find the time 
to prepare meals. 

The Village Green & Co., a unique flower and gift shop, is located 
on the first floor of the store. The shop specializes in flowers for all 
occasions. Whether it is English Garden, French Country or Vintage, 
Jeannie Lavin’s arrangements and gift baskets are sure to please. Her 
in-store designer, Robert, shares her passion and together they make 
a dynamic team.  Jeannie and Robert will take care of all your floral 
needs for  weddings, bar and bat mitzvahs or any other occasion. The 
shop also features unusual giftware and luxury bath products designed 
by Nougat, an exclusive British line.  

Both Gwen and Jeannie are delighted by the overwhelming positive 
response to their enterprise. Among the many positive comments is 
one that they’ve heard over and over again: “It’s an experience.” The 
Village Green is open for business. Come enjoy the experience.

The Village Green Bistro
Gwen Gordon, Proprietor
905-296-6300

The Village Green & Co.
Jeannie Lavin, Proprietor
905-296-6270

Hours
Monday to Friday
9:00 am – 6:00 pm 
Sundays

Welcome To Westdale’s The Village Green
“Come For The Experience”

Jeannie Lavin and Gwen Gordon from The Village Green

About a year ago, 
Isabella Sorce-
Vergamini, the 
proprietor of 
Precious Things N 
More, a little shop 
on Locke Street, 
was the recipient 
of a stunning 
revelation from 
her ailing mother. 
Her maternal great 
grandparents, 
her mother told 
her, were Jews. 
During World War II, her r great grandfather, who was living in New 
York at that time, decided to return to his home in Italy to check 
on the safety of his mother. Since he was a Jew, he was captured 
and murdered, leaving his widow to raise 18 children, all of whom 
survived the remaining war years by going into hiding. Although the 
details remain sketchy, Isabella said that over the ensuing years, the 
surviving members of the family converted to Christianity.  

Her mother, raised as a Catholic in Italy, revealed this  secret  about a 
year ago, shortly after she was diagnosed  with a form of skin cancer 
that her doctor told her was most often seen in Jews. 

Since that day, Isabella has been  driven to discover more about 
her roots and find a way  to honour the memory of her great 
grandfather. 

“I can’t imagine what he must have gone through, never having had 
an opportunity to live his life with his children.”

And then she discovered the Spode Judaica Collection, fine bone 
china produced in the UK. Possessed by a “gut feeling” and strongly 
attracted to the collection, Isabella has dedicated a corner of her 
store to items from the collection. 

“We were robbed from the culture. I can’t bring my great 
grandfather back but I can keep his memory alive for me. When I 
look at the blue and white colours it’s a renewal for me. Every time 
I look at them it fills a void. I feel like I’m part of a community that I 
never knew I was part of.”

The Spode Judaica Collection includes a number of items made 
of fine bone china in a distinctive blue and white motif, including 
menorahs, Shabbat candles, Kiddush cups, Seder plates, and challah 
trays with matching knives and other items.  

Her charming shop features many other unique items, including 
Vietri china from Italy, Pandora Jewellery from Denmark, gourmet tea 
and other culinary items.

Isabella welcomes members of the Jewish community to stop in and 
view the collection. In addition to the Hannukah menoras, Precious 

Things ‘N More is also selling  attractive Hannukah greeting cards.

  
Precious Things ‘N More
163 Locke St. S. 
905-522-1709 
www.preciousthingsnmore.com.

Locke Street Shop Offers Chanukah Ware

Isabella Sorce Vergamini at Precious Things ‘N More
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“The Boys” from 
HomeWork are ready 
to solve your design 
dilemmas!!
Steve Akins and Gordon 
Cornish, with the 
assistance of Sheila 
Levitt are decorating 
the areas finest 
interiors. Everything 
from whole-house 
décor to picking better 
colour choices for a room, Steve and Gordon are bringing a lot of urban 
flare to some simply traditional spaces!  

Working with some of the area’s most talented trades people, ‘Team 
HomeWork’ can truly customize your space!  Bringing everything from 
flooring to custom cabinetry and custom window treatments! 
 “We really appreciate our Client’s involvement in the process.  Our 
Clients are always the ones who are in charge.  Timing, budget and 
lifestyle are such huge factors in this process, we would be irresponsible 
not to consider them in the equation.”

The process begins with a 
“Consultation” where we 
try to interpret the Client’s 
needs, with the above 
factors being taken into 
consideration.  People lead 
much different lives today 
than they did even ten years 
ago!  

While we all appreciate the 
charm and character associated with older homes, they quite often do 
not tolerate today’s lifestyles.  We feel fortunate when asked to replicate 
the warmth, while updating to a more livable environment!

From the initial Consultation, we 
work hard to gather samples of paint, 
fabric, flooring, etc and put together 
a “story board” which better illustrates 
our ideas than a verbal discussion.  
These boards become the property 
of the homeowner and serve as a 
‘roadmap’ for the final destination.  
The homeowner can now shop with 
confidence that they are purchasing 
items that will ultimately bring them 
to the desired look.  They no longer 
need to worry about making costly 
mistakes!  It’s simple, really, and the 
final result is a much more unified, 
sensible look that inevitably SAVED 
the homeowner money.

HomeWork Ltd.
987 King Street West
Hamilton, Ontario, CA
L8S 1L1
Tel: 905-521-1734  Fax: 905-521-9192

HomeWork:     Detail Driven Décor

Page 9December 2006 - Kislev 5767

Advertising Feature

Hamilton Jewish News

The Hamilton Hebrew 
Academy is proud to an-
nounce that Mr. Aaron Shiff-
man will be honoured with A 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
at the annual Tribute Dinner 
to be held on April 22, 2007.  

 In so many ways, this un-
derstated yet towering figure has 
come to personify almost all as-
pects of the Hamilton Jewish 
community. Mr.Shiffman has 
held influential leadership posi-
tions in several major Jewish or-
ganisations in the community.  At 
the Hamilton Hebrew Academy, 
he has served with selfless dedi-
cation as Executive Director for 
over 25 years.  He also acts as the 
Executive Director of Adas Israel 
Synagogue and ritual Gabbai.  In 
addition, Shiffman serves as Di-
rector of the United Hebrew Me-
morial Chapel, Chairman of the 
Hamilton Chevre Kadisha, and 
Treasurer of the Grand Order of 
Israel.  He also plays a pivotal role 
at Shalom Village as a consultant 
overseeing Kashrut Standards 
and providing a listening ear 
and familiar face to local seniors. 

 The attributes of honour 
and integrity are the embodi-
ment of this iconic Hamiltonian.  
His calming demeanour and 
empathetic words have provided 
comfort and solace to countless 
bereaved families yearning for 
consolation during their dark-
est of hours.    His kindness and 
generosity coupled with his keen 
insight and dry wit have earned 
him many admirers and close 
friends.  In addition, he is com-
monly regarded by many as a lo-
cal historian who, with ease, can 

Aaron Shiffman To Receive 
Lifetime Achievement Award 

cull from the early recesses of his 
memory remembering details 
of generations long passed on. 

Despite his many talents 
and accomplishments, Aaron 
is a man of great humility who 
seeks to avoid the spotlight 
whenever possible.  When ap-
proached to be the honouree at 
the upcoming tribute dinner, he 
expressed deep personal hesita-
tions but immediately added 
that if his acceptance were to 
benefit the children of the com-
munity he would readily agree.

 We can surely attest that 
Mr. Aaron Shiffman’s lifetime of 
accomplishments have not only 
benefited the children of our 
community but have impacted 
upon all demographics from all 
walks of life.   As the Hamilton 
Hebrew Academy celebrates its 
44th year, it is honoured to in-
vite you to this historic evening.  
If you would like to obtain an 
invitation or participate on the 
Dinner Committee please call 
905.528.0330 or email dinner@
hamiltonhebrewcademy.org.

Aaron Shiffman



The Jewish Community Centre Pages

Were You There?Upcoming Programs
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Sunday, December 10, 2007
CHANUKAH PARTY @ the JCC

12:00 noon – 2:00 pm
Details to follow

Saturday, January 20, 2007
Jazz series at the JCC

Fern Lindzon Trio at 8:00 pm
Tickets:  JCC Members  - $10; Non-Members - $12

Details to follow

Wednesday, January 24, 2007
JCC BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
AT THE JCC

Sunday, January 28, 2007
JNF TU B’SHVAT CELEBRATION

In conjunction with 
JCC COMMUNITY WIDE BRUNCH

12:00 noon to 2:00 pm

Thursday, February 1, 2007
 The Herb & Cece Schreiber Foundation 

presents its annual
Ben Meyer Lecture

featuring
 Dr. Adolfo Roitman

Dr. Roitman is an expert on the Dead Sea Scrolls, and the 
director and curator of the Shrine of the Book at the Israel 

Museum in Jerusalem. He will speak on the topic:
“Envisaging the Temple: The Temple of Jerusalem and the 

Dead Sea Scroll Community”
 Dinner 6pm, Lecture 8pm - at the JCC

 
Saturday, February 10, 2007

A BIG PARTY AT THE JCC
Dance to the sounds of world beat band Zarabunda 

19 and above only
Details to follow

 
 Tuesday, February 13, 2007

NEW PROGRAM
Morris Black Debate For High School Students 

at the JCC
Details to follow

 Sunday, February 25, 2007
Morris Black Public Speaking Contest

Grades 4-9 at the JCC
Topics will be released in January 2007

Details to follow

Sunday, March 4, 2007
Purim Carnival at the JCC

12pm - 2pm
Details to follow

Saturday, March 24, 2007
Jazz Series at the JCC

Henry Strong Quartet at 8pm
Tickets: JCC Members - $10; Non-Members $12

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE INVOLVED IN THE PLANNING 
OF ANY OF THESE PROGRAMS, PLEASE CALL 

The JCC lounge was transformed into a candle lit environ-
ment that hosted over 90 adults to listen to the sounds of 
first evening of the music series with Gary Santucci Trio “Me 
and My Guitars”.  The Village Green provided decadent 
pastries along with Starbucks coffee, wine and beer.  The 
event was completely sold out. THERE ARE A FEW TICKETS 
LEFT FOR THE NEXT THREE EVENINGS IN THE SERIES.  IF 
YOU WOULD LIKE TO BUY A TICKET PLEASE CALL THE 
JCC AT 905-648-0605.TICKET PRICES: MEMBERS - $10;	
NON-MEMBERS $12 

JCC Jazz Series

Ben Meyer Lecture

Over 50 people attended the Ben Meyer Lecture on 
September 17  to welcome Dr. William Seidelman back 
to Hamilton before moving to Israel. Dr. Seidelmangave 
a provocative presentation on the topic,  “CAN GOOD 
COME FROM EVIL?  The Ethical Legacy of Medicine 
during the 3rd Reich”. Gwen Gordon’s “Village Green“ 
catered the beautiful dinner and desserts for this success-
ful program.

Biddy Basketball

The inaugural year of the JCC’s Biddy Basketball program has been 
a huge success. With over twenty students, it is the fastest grow-
ing after-school activity for kids aged 6 – 8. Coaches Tzach and Jen 
Elnekave, Trudy Shore, Larry Szpirglas and Gabriel Teodore lead 
students in drills, exercises, and games aimed at improving skills at 
basketball and having a good time. The program teaches teamwork 
and the importance of daily practice in a fun and non-competitive 
environment. Kosher snacks and drinks are provided. Spaces are still 
available; call the JCC Front Desk to register or drop in Wednesdays 
at 4:30 pm to observe. A new season will begin in January. More 
Information to follow.



JCC Maccabi Games
Get into the Maccabi Spirit Hamilton!

The JCC Maccabi Games are competitions for 
Jewish teens13 to 16 years of age as of August 1, 2007

Team Sports: Soccer, volleyball (girls), in-line hockey, baseball (boys), 
	            softball (girls), basketball
Individual Competitions: Tennis, golf, track   field, karate,  table tennis, 		
	           dance, gymnastics, swimming, art, bowling, chess

Be a part of the Hamilton delegation in 

Houston, Texas, August 5 - 10, 2007

The first meeting for next year’s games will be on 

Sunday, December 17, 2006 at 11:00 am 
at the JCC, 1030 Lower Lions Club Rd. Ancaster     905-648-0605

If you have any interest in participating in any of these activities or if you just 
want to find out more about the games we urge you to attend. Teams will be 
formed at this time. We need enthusiastic teens to be a part of a team and 

represent our JCC. Get involved. You will be glad you did. It will be an experi-
ence of a lifetime. The Maccabi Games - you can’t appreciate what you’re 

missing until you experience them!

The Maccabi Experience.... Priceless.
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***
NEW TENNIS PROGRAM 

FOR 4-6 YEAR OLDS
IN THE BUBBLE with MINI NETS & SOFT BALLS

Session 1 – January 14 – Mar 4, 2007  $70
Session 2 – April 22 – June 10, 2007   $60 
(NO CLASSES  MAY 20, 2007)

6 year olds	 10:00am – 10:30am 	 min. 6 per class
5 year olds	 10:30am – 11:00am	 min. 6 per class
4 year olds	 11:00am – 11:30am	 min. 6 per class

REGISTRATION CLOSES JANUARY 5, 2007
(MINIMUM PARTICIPATION OR CLASSES WILL BE CANCELLED)

CAMP KADIMAH 

WINTER CAMP AT THE JCC
December 27, 28, 29, January 2, 3, 4, 5

9:00 am to 3:00 pm

AGES 2  - 10 years
Members: 		  $25/day or $65/week 1; $90/week 2
Non Members: 	 $30/day or $80/week 1; $110/week 2

AGES 11-14 LIT Program
Members $12/day; Non Members $16/day

PRE-REGISTRATION REQUIRED
For more information call the JCC at 905-648-0605.

CAMP KADIMAH 
WANTS…

AN ENTHUSIASTIC AND 
RELIABLE

WINTER CAMP 
DIRECTOR

MUST BE AVAILABLE 
FROM MID-DECEMBER TO 

JANUARY 5, 2007. FOR 
MORE INFORMATION 

PLEASE CONTACT 
ANNIE SHINEHOFT AT 

905-648-0605

THE JCC YOM HASHOAH 
COMMITTEE

IS SEEKING STUDENTS TO 
JOIN THE COMMITTEE

VOLUNTEER HOURS WILL BE 
GIVEN TO THOSE THAT PAR-

TICIPATE. IF YOU ARE 
INTERESTED PLEASE CALL 

ANNIE SHINEHOFT AT THE JCC 
at 905-648-0605

Mazal Tov
MARK GOULD (Son’s Bar Mitzvah): JCC Board of Directors;  Martin and 
Debbie Strub: Larry and Fern Szpirglas

Best Wishes
FRANK JUNGER: Les and Lea Lowinger; JUDY BENNETT: Rochelle Wax-
man; LORRAINE COHEN: Rochelle Waxman, Larry and Fern Szpirglas, JCC 
Board of Directors; BARNETT FAMILY:  Larry and Fern Szpirglas; KAPLAN 
FAMILY: Rochelle Waxman. ARCHIE LIEBERMAN: Bob and Bonnie Otto.

JCC Youth Maccabi Games Fund
GAYLE FRIENDLY: Lynda and Jerry Bromstein and Family 

  President’s Message
This has been quite a year for the JCC mem-
bership and the community. About a year 
ago, the future looked bleak.  We had just 
finished repairing a leaky roof, and we were 
effectively shut down due to concerns for 
the safety of the users of our facility.  I am 
proud of the terrific efforts by our staff and 
volunteers to get ourselves back on track.  
By the beginning of this calendar year, we 
have made the necessary repairs to make 
our facility safe, and have done so, without 
compromising our programs and opera-
tions.
	 As a community, in spite of these challenges, we managed 
to hang together and ensure that this was done in a positive manner. 
Because of this approach we were able to provide a myriad of qualita-
tive programming, thanks to the enormous efforts of our volunteers 
and our staff.  We were able to develop an excellent program year 
which manifested itself through our camping services program, major 
community events such as Yom Ha’atzmaut,   the Lag Ba’Omer picnic, 
summer barbeque, Yom Hashoah commemoration, Sunday Brunches 
and fundays, tennis and many other activities.
	 Challenges create  opportunities. An accelerated collaborative 
effort of JCC and Federation leadership in developing a community 
planning process to evaluate the needs, interests and programming 
wants of our community, and to address the question of the adequacy 
and effectiveness of the current facility, is ongoing.
	 The JCC Annual General Meeting is to be held January 24th, 
2007.  By that time I am hopeful that the initial results of the commu-
nity planning process, the focus meetings which have been convened 
and others which are still to take place, the development and imple-
mentation of a community wide  survey to allow all members of our 
community the opportunity for input, meetings with senior leadership, 
and more input from our national consultants from United Jewish 
Communities and the Jewish Community Centres Association,  will 
have taken place and some direction provided which will allow us all 
to fashion a plan for the future of the JCC programming, services and 
facility.
	 It is essential to point out that  this process  is viewed by com-
munity leadership as an initial attempt to look at issues as a commu-
nity and to develop community consensus.  Other communal institu-
tions and processes will also undergo some scrutiny as they should 
to ensure a rational, effective and efficient use of our community 
resources which one hopes is responsive to community needs.
	 On behalf of the JCC Board of Directors I wish to thank Fed-
eration leadership  for its continued support to maintain the JCC, and 
its collaborative efforts to  create a planning model which should help 
us in creating a sustainable future for our community.
	 We urge all to join the JCC as members, not just as users of 
specific programs, to help sustain the momentum which has occurred 
and because the only way Jewish institutions can be sustainable is 
to support them now so that they will be around and viable for the 
future.
	 We welcome all to the Annual General Meeting to hear first 
hand the results of  the planning efforts mentioned above, and to hear 
of the tremendous work
done and to be done to provide responsive programs for our commu-
nity.  I look forward to seeing each and every one of you.

Howard Eisenberg, JCC President

Howard Eisenberg
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In Memory Of
KATHERINE STAYSHYN: Abe & Sari Mandel. ROSA MAURIZIO: Abe & Sari Mandel. LOU BENENBAUM: Sadie 
Feldman, Edna Smith, Audrey Goldberg, Gary & Donna Waxman & family, Yetta Krakower, Cathy McDowell & the Shalom 
Village Volunteers, Board of Directors & Staff of Shalom Village, Jack & Barbara Katz & family, Sheila & David Burman, Lore 
Bronner, Howard Elliot, Merle Cwitco, Tak Nakamura, Seymour Morris, Helen Yellin, Faye Leibtag & family, Edie Rochkin, Sam 
Yanover & Mollie Aaron, Sylvia & Sol Jacobs, Joan Silverman, Margaret & Harry Kelman, Rachel Kesselman, Joy Isenberg & 
Ruth Tagoff, Minna Loewith, Judy & Bill Levine, Esther Alexander, Miriam Lebow, Leon & Vivien Price, Thelma Applebaum, Al 
& Ruby Berns, Loretta Purser, Honey & Gary Chertkoff, Enid Aaron, Les & Doreen Levitt, Mickey Ossea, Duke Park Towers 
Residents, William Harrison, Geri Maser & Mike Mangiacotte, Lily Silverstein, Norma & David Wright, Miriam & Ron Davidson, 
Corina Castillo, Myrna & Bryan Kremer. SALLY SWITZER: Jack & Barbara Katz. BROTHER OF DORIS POPPER: Sheila 
Burman. DIANE ROBIN: Jack & Barbara Katz, Sonny Caplan, Pat Morden & Kathleen Thomas. JOE KENNELLY: Minna 
Loewith, Cathy McDowell & the Shalom Village Volunteers. CHARLES STEINBERG: Honey & Gary Chertkoff. HARRY 
KWITCO: Ethel Levy, Norma & David Wright, Joy & Joe Rochwerg. TOM RADZINDKI: Marcia & Stephen Barrs & family. 
ABRAHAM COHEN: Board of Directors & Staff of Shalom Village, Sam Yanover & Mollie Aron, Anna, Robin, Michael & 
Pam Taylor, Leon & Vivien Price, Irma & Philip Perelgut, Natalie Strub, Dorothy & Mel Cohen, Helen Yellin, Laura & Maurice 
LeBreaux, Sophie Buchalter, Mel & Pearl Enkin, The Maccabees, Yetta Krakower, Gwen & Harvey Schwab, David & Norma 
Wright, Les Mitchnick, Evelyn & Lew Ross, Larry & Jay Rosenberg, The Poker Group, Myrna & Bryan Kremer, Jerome & 
Maureen Bergart, Rose Halpren , Murray & Hindy Halpren. HENRY RITCHIE: Bessie Goldblatt. HUSBAND OF IRENE 
GOTLEIB: Rhoda & Bernie Katz. STELLA NONIS: Joni Dulberg Richardson, Jon Silverman, Dorothy Rosenthal, Board of 
Directors & Staff of Shalom Village, Jack & Barbara Katz & family, Didi Dulberg, Isobel Strub. EVA MOGIL: Thelma Apple-
baum. MOTHER OF BARBIE SOBEL: Harvey Sobel. BORBALA KASZAS: Jack & Barbara Katz & family. HAROLD 
METTER: Solly & Helen Adler. GEORGE BARBU: Jim Kennelly. AVRUM MARGALIT: Shelley & Harvey Waxman. NOR-
MAN GOODMAN: Merle Cwitco. NANCY GORMAN: Fanny Davine. EDDIE GOODMAN: The Dorsen & Webber Families. 
FATHER OF RONIT GAFNI: Jerome & Maureen Bergart. JANET MORRIS: Edie Rochkin. PHYLIS MARIE WALL: Mar-
garet Kelman. EVE FINKELSTEIN: Sally, Teddy & Bonnie Lax, Ted, Carol & Dorothy Adler, Harold & JoAnn Pomerantz, Jack 
& Barbara Katz & family, Henry & Donna Vine, Diane & Marty Schure, Michael & Pam Taylor, Merle Cwitco, Edie Rochkin, 
Harvey & Shelley Waxman, Ruby & Al Berns, Anna Taylor, Gloria & Les Roefe, Frances Silver, Gloria & Sheridan Lax, Rose 
Halpren, Murray & Hindy Halpren, Bess Goldblatt & family, Gary & Ieta Waxman, Pearl Waxman, Anne Kwitco & family, Barry 
Yellin & family, Marilyn & Al Foreman, Annette (Sherman) & Arthur Segal, Myrna Dolovich, Heather & Len Ritter, Marcia & Bill 
Halpren, Jacki & Larry Levin. GLADYS VALENTINE: Anna, Robin, Michael & Pam Taylor. SISTER OF ABE GREENSPAN: 
Jack & Barbara Katz & family. PAUL MCGREENY: Myrna Dolovich. ANNE TARTICK: Myrna Dolovich. HERB TISNOWER: 
Auntie Estelle, Marvin & Shelley Shore, Ron Berenbaum, Board of Directors & Staff of Shalom Village, Sadie Feldman. DA-
VID GOLDBERG: Abe & Sari Mandel, Sadie Feldman, Edie Rochkin, Joan Epstein, Marcia & Bill Halpren, Ron Berenbaum. 
RUTH TAGOFF: Minna Goodman, Libby & Abe Greenspan, Dorothy Rosenthal, Merle Cwitco, Murray & Hindy Halpren, 
Rose Halpren. DAVID ACKER: Evelyn & Lew Ross. MARCIA RENDEL: Evelyn & Lew Ross. PERCY ROBBINS: Monty & 
Lee Shulman. OLLIE JOHN PATON: Jack & Barbara Katz. SISTER OF DAVID BURMAN: Bella & Joe Braun. FATHER 
OF CARLOS CONGOTE: Jack & Barbara Katz & family. GERRY SHINE: Harold & Sarah Rochwerg & family. BROTHER 
OF ELLY VELDHUIS: Minna Loewith, Lotti & David Redner. BARRY KAUFMAN: Bess Goldblatt. TOBY BARNETT: Ron 
Berenbaum, Anna Taylor & family. MOTHER OF LORRAINE COHEN: JoAnn & Harold Pomerantz, Cathy McDowell & the 
Shalom Village Volunteers. STEPHANIE WEISZ: Anna Taylor & family, JoAnn & Harold Pomerantz, Sally Lax

Get Well
LEO STRUB: Sally Lax, Strub Employees. EUNICE DAVID: Jerry & Elena Goldblatt. MIKE MASON: Ernie & Dotti Mason. 
DAVID BLOOM: Pearl & Mel Enkin. GLORIA SILVERMAN: Norma & David Wright. ARTHUR WEISZ: Michael, Pam, 
Robin & Anna Taylor. RAY COHEN: Ethel Levy, Sylvia Katz & family, Sally Praiser, Bertha Ortman. CON STEVENSON: 
Miriam Lebow & Joan Silverman. MAIR BENLEZAH: Pearl & Mel Enkin. ANNE EPTON: David & Sheila Burman. MOLLY 
ANN SCHWARTZ: Liz Lesser. IRENE DOYLE: Gertie Price, Sadie Feldman. FREDA HOFFMAN: Doreen & Les Levitt, 
Jack & Barbara Katz & family, University Gardens Interest Group, Gloria & Sheridan Lax, Norman & Blanche Levitt. CHUCK 
MATCHEN: Lil Cohen. GEORGE LITSKY: Didi Dulberg. HELEN YELLIN: Frances & David Hoffman. MARK MANDEL: 
Frances & David Hoffman. RICHARD DAVINE: Fanny & Ben Davine. GLORIA SILVERMAN: Sheila & David Burman. 
LEON PRICE: Elaine & Cuppy Katz. DOROTHY ADLER: Sadie Feldman & Gertie Price. FRANK JUNGER: David & Sheila 
Burman. BORIS ADELBERG: Sheila & David Burman

Happy Birthday
DONNA WEBBER: Jerry & Elena Goldblatt. YETTA KRAKOWER: Freda & Seymour Rosenfeld, Lilly Schwarz, Minna 
Loewith, Edie Rochkin, Dorothy Adler. MOLLIE LEWIS: Fay & Alex Cherns, Gert Price & Sadie Feldman, Bertha Ortmann, 
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Rossman, Fanny &Ben Davine, David & Norma Wright, Edna Miller, Yetta Krakower, Simmie, Edwin, Tara & 
Benjamin Lewandowski, Toby & Jerry Lacronce & Barbara Palter, Minna Loewith. FRANCES SILVER: Annette (Sherman) & 
Arthur Segal, Soosie Stuart, Gloria Silverman, Wendy Roberts, Ray Rosenberg, Edna Miller, Ruth & Labol Levy, Edie Rochkin, 
Donna Vine, Claire Latner, Lily Silverstein, Brain & Irene Albert, Elmer & Ada Farkas, Norma & Maurice Mishkel, Rosalie & 
Paul Gaffe, Shelley & Harvey Waxman, Bertha Ortmann, Lena & Murray Rothberg, Fanny Davine, Abe & Ray Lebow, Soula 
Dionissopolous, Edie Rochkin, Suzanne Slansky, Bev & Ralph Orman, Phyllis Mancini. DOROTHY ADLER: Yetta Krakower. 
IRENE ALBERT: Evelyn & Frances Silver, Mel & Judy Basbaum. BERTHA ORTMANN: Yetta Krakower, Gert Price. SHEILA 
HOROWITZ: Frances & David Hoffman: SYLVIA JACOBS. Evelyn & Lou Ross. LES LEVITT: Jean & Sid Brown, Gloria & 
Sheridan Lax, Joe & Joy Rochwerg, Les & Gloria Roefe. HELEN ADLER: Reva Gerofsky. AL FOREMAN: Rosalie & Paul 
Gaffe

Mazel Tov
ARTHUR WEISZ: Sheila & David Burman. DR. & MRS. RICHARD ROSSMAN: Ron & Miriam Davidson. MR. & MRS. 
LABOL LEVY: Ray Rosenberg. GWEN & MICHAEL SHERMAN: Ruth, Harold, Miriam, Sarah Margles. SARA & HARRY 
GORMAN: Freda & Seymour Rosenfeld. HART & BROOKIE ROBBINS: Evelyn & Lew Ross. MR. & MRS. JEFFRESS: 
Sadie Feldman & Family. SAMIETH & MAX MINTZ: Lotti & David Redner. MR. & Mrs. NORMAN LEVITT: Sally Lax, 
Bert Frankel, Edie Rochkin. SKYELER POLLACK: Marilyn & Al Foreman & Family. MARGARET & HARRY KELMAN: 
David & Lotti Redner. KATHERINE & PAUL MANLEY: David & Lotti Redner. WILLIAM MORRIS: Dottie & Ernie Mason

Thank You
SHELLY & IRA GREENSPOON: Jack & Barbara Katz & Family. MANDY VYCE: Ray Rosenberg, Frances Hoffman, Bar-
bara & Jack Katz. FREDA & SEYMOUR ROSENFELD: Yetta Krakower. TOBY GOODMAN: Pearl & Mel Enkin. HARRIS 
FAMILY: Pat & Doug Morden 

SHALOM VILLAGE
TRIBUTE CARDS
Call 905-529-1613, ext 265

Hospice Care at Shalom Village
Living life to its end: A.T.H.O.M.E. 

at Shalom Village

 Surrounded by those who you know and love and those 
who have the skills, compassion and 
knowledge to make the end of their 
days comfortable and comforted is 
the Shalom Village experience. Since 
its inception Shalom Village has em-
braced this model of caring which is 
called hospice care.  
      In fact our  A.T.H.O.M.E. ap-
proach mandates that Shalom Village 

is a home where each resident can 
live with dignity and comfort – that is 

supportive of them and their extended family and friends. I 
am sure that many of you have seen the intensive caring that 
happens each day in the lives of those living at Shalom Village 
regardless of the proximity of the end of their life. It takes a 
particular individual to deliver this type of service day in and 
day out.  We are truly blessed with many such professional 
and committed staff members at Shalom Village.
        In a unique partnership with the VON the professional 
team at Shalom Village has developed an in-depth hospice/
palliative care education program that is being offered at 
Shalom Village. This program has been designed to place 
the best of end of life care information within the context 
of Judaism. Sixteen members of the Shalom Village staff 
and volunteer team, joined by other interested volunteers 
from the community have dedicated themselves to enhanc-
ing our Shalom Village hospice care program.  This group 
of pioneers has chosen to participate in this intensive eight 
week education program.  These committed individuals will 
then use this knowledge to be “ in-house” resource persons, 
leading our team in providing care and services at the end 
of life that reflect the true wishes of the individual and the 
best professional practices that are available – both medically, 
psychologically and spiritually. Leadership for this initiative 
is being provided by Rabbi Aaron Seleven, Michelle Draper, 
MSW, Executive Coach Levy Long Term Care and Cathy 
McDowell, RN, Volunteer Coordinator. Our staff physician, 
Dr. Alan Taniguchi’s leadership in palliative care is recognized 
throughout the city and we are fortunate to have his expertise 
on our team. In the near future we will offer the opportunity 
to participate in this educational program to other Jewish 
groups who may find this skill and knowledge helpful in their 
community visits or roles. 
      Funds received from “In Memory” cards and tributes 
made to Shalom Village are used to support hospice care 
A.T.H.O.M.E. at Shalom Village. This includes our educa-
tional initiatives as well providing added comfort and staff-
ing resources to meet our resident’s needs at end of life.  
We continue to be grateful to our staff and volunteers who 
continue to seek new and better ways to help our residents 
and to those who through their donations make that happen. 
If you would be interested in joining our hospice care volun-
teer team please call Shalom Village and speak with Cathy 
McDowell. 
        Once again Shalom Village leads the way in finding what 
is possible when you call Shalom Village home. 

Pat Morden

Theresa Rosenfeld, Edna Smith and Minna Loewith take a well deserved 
break after completing the 5k portion of the Hannukah Hustle at Sha-
lom Village. Close to 400 runners, walkers and supporters joined ES-
PN’s Dan Shulman on a crisp autumn morning to celebrate fitness and 
raise funds to support the Club Fitness Centre at Shalom Village.

Hannukah Hustle Raises Funds 
For Shalom Village Fitness Centre

Hamilton Jewish NewsPage 12 December 2006 - Kislev 5767

Shalom Village

Send Shalom Village Tribute Cards for acknowledging life cycles and milestones ~ 
birthday, anniversary, bar and bat mitzvah, get well, special occasion and memorial 

cards are available. Channukah cards are also available for $5 each.
.When a loved one passes away, honour their memory by having 

memorial donations made to Shalom Village in lieu of flowers.
Just send your list to Kathleen@shalomvillage.on.ca or call (905) 529-1513 ext. 265
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TU BI’SHEVAT
 AND 

THE JEWISH NATIONAL FUND 
 

Tu Bi‘Shevat is February 3rd, 2007

To celebrate, The Jewish National Fund has 
something for EVERYONE!!!

So, hold these dates! 

January 28, 2007 
Our 2nd annual 

JNF Tu Bi’Shevat Children’s Festival
featuring food, prizes, games, puzzles and other activities – fun for parents too!!

January 28 - 31, 2007 
Our annual 

JNF Tu Bi’Shevat Telethons 
 Here’s your opportunity to plant a tree (or more) in Israel – help JNF replant, restore and rehabilitate 

the forests that were destroyed in the conflict with Hezbollah this past summer. 

February 11, 2007
 The Jewish National Fund of Hamilton is proud to present the first ever 

Tu Bi’Shevat Culinary Cultural Experience 
Don’t miss this unique 5 course gourmet Dinner featuring 

Ariel Porat, Master Chef, Dan Hotels-Israel 
in collaboration with a local chef.  

Dinner will be held at the elegant Beverly Golf and Country Club. 
Seating will be limited so reserve your space now!! 

For more information about these events, please call our JNF office at 905 527-5516
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Arts

The recent international re-
lease of The Ilan Raichel Project 
is bringing the work of an in-
spirational collective to a wide 
global audience. The Idan Ra-
ichel Project burst onto the Is-
raeli music scene in 2002, chang-
ing the face of Israeli popular 
music and offering a message 
of love and tolerance that reso-
nated strongly in a region of the 
world where the headlines are 
too often dominated by conflict. 

With an entrancing blend 
of Ethiopian and Middle East-
ern flavors coupled with sophis-
ticated production techniques 

Multicultural Collaboration Offers Message of Respect For Diversity

Idan Raichel

and a spectacular live show, the 
Idan Raichel Project has become 
one of the most unexpected suc-
cess stories in Israeli music today. 

Idan Raichel, the architect 
of this unique recording project, 
is a 29-year old keyboardist, pro-
ducer and composer from Kfar 
Saba. Born in 1977 to a fam-
ily of Eastern European heritage, 
Idan started playing the accor-
dion when he was 9 years old, 
although he did not come from 
a particularly musical family. 

As a teenager, Idan started 
playing keyboards, and studied 
jazz in high school, which honed 

his skills at improvisation and 
working with other musicians. At 
18 Idan was conscripted into the 
Israeli army. It was in this military 
setting that Idan developed musi-
cal skills that would prove essential 
later in life. Rather then heading 
to the front lines Idan joined the 
Army rock band and toured mili-
tary bases performing covers of 
Israeli and European pop hits. As 
the musical director of the group, 
he became adept at arrange-
ments and producing live shows.

After he was discharged Idan 
starting working as a counselor at 
a boarding school for immigrants 

and troubled youth. Notably, the 
school was filled with young peo-
ple from Ethiopia who were part 
of Israel’s growing community of 
Ethiopian Jews. It was here that 
Idan first started getting famil-
iar with Ethiopian folk and pop 
music. While most of the young 
people in the school rejected 
their own cultural traditions in 
an effort to assimilate into main-
stream Israeli society, a small 
core of Ethiopian teenagers re-
mained fans of Ethiopian music. 

“I started to hear lots of cas-
settes from Addis Ababa. Village 
music, like Ethiopian pop and reg-
gae, or the native village songs,” 
says Raichel. “I noticed that im-
migrants from the Ethiopian 
community changed their names 
when they got to Israel. They try 
to assimilate into Western cul-
ture and don’t keep their roots.” 

He wanted these kids to 
“remember that they like hip-
hop but they are not from 
Harlem, they like reggae but 
they are not Bob Marley. The 
Ethiopians have a great cul-
ture that should be cherished.”

Idan started going to Ethio-
pian bars and clubs in down-
town Tel Aviv. It was like enter-
ing another world, a country 
within a country that remains a 
secret from most Israelis. As his 
connections to the community 
deepened, Idan began attend-
ing Ethiopian synagogues, wed-
dings and other ceremonies, and 
he began to learn more about 
Ethiopian music and culture.

Meanwhile, Idan had be-
come a successful backup musi-
cian and recording session player 
for some of Israel’s most popular 
singers. After a few years of help-
ing others gain success and no-
toriety, Idan decided it was time 
to pursue a project that reflected 
his musical ideals, and he began 
working on a demo recording in 
a small studio he set up in the 
basement of his parent’s home in 
Kfar Saba. He thought it would 

Zion Naftali
Registered Insurance Broker

Call Zion for all your insurance needs
1.800.611.4411

 Auto    Home     Commercial     Life

Servicing the community since 1945
tel: 905.632.3022        fax: 905.632.2621

zion.naftali@haberinsurance.com
http://www.haberinsurance.com

be a good idea to invite a num-
ber of different singers and mu-
sicians to participate, in order to 
better demonstrate his different 
styles and the ways in which he 
worked with a variety of artists.

Idan had long been fascinat-
ed with the diversity of Israel and 
sought to celebrate his appre-
ciation and respect for different 
cultures through his music. Idan 
invited over 70 of his friends and 
colleagues from Israel’s diverse 
music scene to participate in his 
recordings. He never expected 
his musical experiments to turn 
him into Israel’s biggest musical 
phenomenon in recent memory. 

The international release of 
The Idan Raichel Project’s re-
cordings promises to introduce a 
wide new audience to the electri-
fying work of this unique musi-
cal collective. The Project offers 
a new vision for how Israelis, 
their neighbours in this volatile 
region, and people all over the 
world, can cherish their individ-
ual cultural traditions, celebrate 
their differences and through 
respectful collaboration create 
new and inspiring expressions. 

For more informa-
tion go to http://www.
i d a n r a i c h e l p r o j e c t . c o m



Growing up in Hamilton, I 
lived in a predominantly Jewish 
neighbourhood.  We all knew each 
other well and we were all pretty 
typical kids who came from typi-
cal families, except for one family.  
They were almost the typical fam-
ily with four children, two boys 
and two girls.    Please note, I said 
almost typical.  Three out of their 
four children had some sort of ail-
ment that had caused them to be 
developmentally slow.  As kids, 
we didn’t understand this.  We 
heard rumours that the parents 
were actually cousins who had 
married and took their chances by 
having children.  The eldest was 
vivacious, outgoing, and academ-
ically brilliant.  However, the oth-
er three attended what was then 
called the “opportunity class” at 
school.  They seemed to be ok.  
Sure they were slow, but we still 
played and talked to them.  We 
were kids.  What did we know?  
As time marched on, we noticed 
that the eldest son started to 
physically slow down.  His speech 
started to slur, his head drooped, 
he couldn’t control his muscles, 
and no one knew what was wrong 
with him.  His mother took him 
from doctor to doctor, hoping 
to find out what was wrong and 
how could he be cured.  Money 
was no object.  Whatever it took, 
they would find a cure for their 
son.  As the years went by, he suf-
fered.  He became weaker and 
weaker as he was no longer in 
control of his body.  However, 
as his symptoms increased, they 
slowly invaded the bodies of his 
younger siblings.  One by one, 
they each became symptomatic.  
What could this disease be that 
attacked these individuals in their 
teens?  The truth is, three out of 
the four children in that family 
had Late Onset Tay-Sachs disease.  
Late Onset Tay-Sachs disease?  I 
thought Tay-Sachs only affected 
young children.  Tay-Sachs dis-
ease is fatal.  How could this hap-
pen?  There must be a mistake.

I remember as a young 
teenager lining up at a commu-
nity wide Tay-Sachs screening 
program.  Tay-Sachs is the most 
commonly known Jewish Genetic 
Disease, that we, the Jewish pop-
ulation have heard of.   However, 
the screening program I attended 

was in the late ‘70’s.  Things have 
changed.   Research has become 
much more aggressive.  Therefore, 
we now know about an increased 
number of genetic diseases that 
are common among Jews of East-
ern European descent.   Jews of 
Ashkenazi descent are at increased 
risk for passing down a gene for a 
tragic genetic disease to their chil-
dren.  We have skipped a genera-
tion and have not encouraged our 
children to be screened.  Once 
again, Tay Sachs is rearing its ugly 
head and families are being affect-
ed by this heart breaking disease.   

My husband Harold and I 
attended a conference in Texas 
last year.   We were shocked at the 
number of Jewish genetic diseases 
that neither of us knew about.  
The carrier frequency for Gau-
cher Disease Type 1 is actually 
greater than that of Tay-Sachs.   
One in 14 Ashkenazi Jews will 
be carriers for Gaucher Disease, 
whereas one in 25 will be carriers 
for Tay-Sachs and Cystic Fibrosis.  

Unfortunately, screening 
is not always available for these 
diseases, in that very few physi-
cians have knowledge about the 
majority of Jewish Genetic dis-
eases.  These are not common 
everyday diseases, therefore, phy-
sicians will not normally screen 
for them when a patient presents 
with unusual symptomatology.

In the new year, a multidis-
ciplinary panel of various health-
care professionals who are experts 
on Jewish genetic diseases will 
be coming to Hamilton.  This is 
your opportunity to learn about 
and be screened for eight Jew-
ish genetic diseases.  Our guest 
panel will not only provide you 
with information, but a ques-
tion and answer period, along 
with the opportunity for screen-
ing for these diseases.   I urge you 
to come out, be informed and be 
screened.  We owe this to our-
selves and to our children.  You 
are required to bring your OHIP 
card with you for screening.  You 
will not be charged for this ser-
vice.  Childcare will be made 
available by calling (905) 528-
0121 ext 8 and leaving a message.

I look forward to coming 
home to Hamilton and see-
ing you at this important com-
munity wide event on Sunday, 
February 11, 2007 at 1:00 
p.m. at Temple Anshe Sho-
lom, 215 Cline Avenue North.

Jewish Genetic Disease
Screening comes to Hamilton

by 
Davida Sobel
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areas of expertise:

• Serious bodily injury
• Brain injuries
• Spinal injuries
• Paralysis
• Head/neck and back injuries
• Motor vehicle accidents
• No fault/accident benefits claims
• Slip and fall
• Malpractice
• Defective product injury

law associates

William Morris, Q.C. *

Michael J. Kemeny, B.A., LL.B.

Charles Flaherty, B.A., LL.B.

Stephen Sloan, B.A., LL.B.

Lawrence W. Hatfield, 
C.D.B.A. (Hons.) LL.B.

Tara L. Scaria, B.A., LL.B.

Sumitra Lagoo, B.A.  (HONS.), 

LL.B.

Pryamvada Varma, B.Sc. 

(HONS.), M.Sc., LL. B.

* certified as a specialist in civil litigation 
by the law society of upper canada.

Health Professionals:

Jill M. Trites, O.T. Reg. (ONT.)
occupational therapist /rehabilitation 
services advisor.
Kathy Gaudun, R.N.
registered nurse/
rehabilitation services advisor.

the name associated with results

INJURED? ACCIDENT? KNOW YOUR RIGHTS!

Qualified, experienced and successful 
Certified  specialists for over 45 years

905-526-8080
fax 905-521-1927

free initial consultation

Improving on a Classic 

Bringing Simcha to your holiday celebration.
Hamilton Kosher’s ever popular 

POTATO LATKES
are NOW PARVE

and

have new Parve relatives
Meet the new families in town

The Broccoli Latkes
The Sweet Potato Latkes

The Roasted Red Pepper Latkes
& The Zucchini Latkes

Mike & Phil and the entire Staff wish everyone a 

Happy Channukah
Lieber’s  Apple Sauce  - 25 oz Jar     $1.99

Pre-Order and save 15% off on orders of 
5 - dozen or more

Students and teachers be-
gin each morning at Kehila by 
exercising together to lively mu-
sic.  What a wonderful way to 
begin every morning! This year 
we are enhancing our Phys-Ed 
program in many ways, by  de-
veloping a track and field and 
soccer program. Our gym pro-
gram every Friday at the JCC 
is running smoothly and we 
look forward to more mu-
tual activities with the JCC.

We have also developed a 
technology program, whereby  
the students will learn typing skills 
and computer skills, as well as the 
inside workings of a computer.

This is the second year 
of our new music program at 
Kehila. Our choir will per-
form both English and Hebrew 
songs  in the Hamilton Choir 
Festival on December 5, 2006.

Parents at Kehila devote 
their time and energy to all 
aspects of our program even 
though time is often hard to 
find. We thank our dedicat-
ed parents for their commit-
ment and faith in our program.

The High Holidays have 
gone by quickly. We had a won-

New Programs Offered at Kehila 

derful time hosting Rabbi Itkin 
with his Sukkamobile. Thank 
you for giving our students a 
unique experience! We have 
already started to prepare for 
our Channukah party. The cel-
ebration will take place on De-
cember 18th. The students will 
perform Channukah songs, and 
Ben Sharpe from Beth Jacob 
Synagogue will lead the Brachot 
on the Channukah candles. Ke-
hila tradition will continue this 
year and each child will donate a 
box of candles to a family in our 

community. Our Channukah 
celebration is open to all. Come 
and join us! Stay tuned for other 
events at Kehila: February 2nd 
– Avigail Presentations and Tu 
Bishvat Celebration, February 
4 – Zimriya in Toronto, Febru-
ary 15th - Kehila Open House. 

It is not late to enroll your 
child at Kehila for this year. 
Enrollment for the 2007-2008 
school year has also begun. Please 
call the office at905-529-7725 for 
an appointment. Remember that 
at Kehila, every student shines!

Celebrating Sukkot with Rabbi Itkin

Beth Jacob Synagogue
Beth Jacob Synagogue is 

proud to announce that our re-
newal process is well underway 
with a dynamic young rabbi and a 
new cadre of volunteers who have 
stepped forward to head up com-
mittees, lend their skills and share 
their enthusiasm towards creating 
a caring and vibrant community. 

The synagogue is currently 
planning a full roster of social and 
educational events to which the 
entire community is invited. Our 
annual Hanukkah dinner  is tak-
ing place on Sunday, December 
17 at 6:30 pm. Bring the whole 
family for a  wonderful evening 
that will feature a wonderful meal 
and exciting children’s activities. 

Our next big event will be 
Dancing Like The Stars, a gala 
evening featuring professional 
dancers from Arthur Murray Studi-
os on Saturday January 20 at 7:30 
pm. The program will feature a 
dance performance, lessons, wine 
and desserts. So bring out those 
dancing shoes and join us for 
what promises to be a fantastic 
night.  Tickets are $25 and can 
be ordered by calling the shul of-
fice at 905-522-1351. 

Our adult education com-
mittee is hard at work planning a 
Jewish film and speaker series that 

is open to the entire community.
Our first scheduled speaker 

will be Asher Niam, former Israe-
li ambassador to Ethiopia, who 
will reveal the behind the scenes 
story of Operation Solomon, 
the Exodus of Ethiopian Jews 
to Israel. Ambassador Niam’s 
presentation, which will include 
a  vivid 20-minute  documen-
tary produced by the Israeli Air 
Force on the Operation, will also 
include an overview of the im-
migration and absorption chal-
lenges faced by Ethiopian immi-
grants upon their arrival in Israel. 

 In advance of the ambassa-
dor’s presentation the synagogue 
will launch its film series with the 
screening of Live and Become, 
which takes place during the 
1984 airlifting of  Ethiopian Jews 
to Israel. The plot follows the od-
yssey of an Ethiopian boy who is 
encouraged by his mother to fake 
Jewishness and escape to Israel. 
Renamed Schlomo, adopted by a 
liberal French-Israeli couple and 
tutored by an African rabbi, he 
grows into a complex teen and 
then a man who understands 
the weight of his opportunities 
and secrets. For further details 
visit the synagogue website at 
www.bethjacobsynagogue.ca.   
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Recent developments at Mc-
Master promise to raise the profile 
of  Jewish Studies at the Universi-
ty.  While there is, to date, no Jew-
ish Studies Department at Mac, 
the University does offer courses 
in Jewish History, Jewish Thought 
and Bibilical Studies within its 
Religious Studies Department. 

Seeking to build on the ex-
isting course offerings, the Uni-
versity, in 2002, instituted  an 
annual lecture in Jewish Studies, 
whose goal, according to Profes-
sor Eileen Schuller, was to cre-
ate  “an important annual event 
that would enable us to bring in 
leading scholars in Jewish Studies 
to speak on a variety of topics.”

The annual lecture, endowed 
two years ago by Marvin Goldb-
latt in memory of his late wife, Lil-
lian, was seen by the Department 
as “the one thing that we open 
up very much to the local Jewish 
community as well as involving 
both graduate and undergraduate 
students”, said Professor Schuller. 

Featured speakers since the 
lecture’s inception have included 

Reuven Firestone who spoke on 
Holy War in Judaism, Christian-
ity and Islam ; Michael Marrus, 
who spoke on the topic, Jacques 
Maritain, the Vatican, and the 
Holocaust; Judith Baskin, who 
delivered a talk on Piety and Gen-
der in Jewish Medieval Martyr-
dom Narratives; David Biale, who 
spoke on  the Blood Libel. and, 
this year, Elliot Wolfson, who de-
livered a lecture entitled “Picturing 
God:  Representations of the Di-
vine Body in Medieval Kabbalah”. 

Jewish Studies at McMaster 

will soon be further advanced 
thanks to a recent donation by the 
Herb and CeCe Schreiber Foun-
dation that will provide the fund-
ing to bring in a visiting scholar 
to do a combination of teaching, 
public lectures and other activi-
ties both in the Religious Studies 
Department and in  the commu-
nity. The Department is currently 
seeking applications or nomina-
tions of those interested in filling 
the position, which is scheduled 
to begin  in either the 2007 Fall 
semester or 2008 Winter semester. 

Jewish Studies at Mac Continues To Grow

Michaele-Sue Goldblatt with Marnie and CeCe Schreiber.

by 
Wendy Schneider
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Mazel Tov to Ira Rosen, son 
of Hilda Rosen for winning a 
2006 VIP award from The City 
Of Hamilton, in recognition of 
the “tremendous contribution 
of your community involve-
ment”  Ira’s community activi-
ties include being a founding 
member of the Westdale Heri-
tage Housing Action Commit-
tee, taking part in the Hamilton 
Police Services Community 
Business Plan, and involvement 
in the  Ainslie Wood /Westdale 
Community Association of Res-
ident Home Owners Inc. He 
also sits on the Board of Direc-
tors as the Liaison for Property 
Standards and Bylaw Enforce-
ment and volunteers with the 
Student Community Support 
Network, the Presidents Advi-
sory Council on Community 
Relations and the Commu-
nity Accountability Program.

The staff at UJA Fed-
eration  wants to make spe-
cial mention of some ad-
ditional volunteers, whose 
names went unmentioned 
in the last issue of the HJN. 

Special Mentschen

A special Kol HaKavod 
to: Liz Tick and Sandi Fuss, 
(pictured on page 3 of this is-
sue) for co-chairing Top Gifts 
Women’s Division for too many 
years to mention; to Barbara 
Laskin, for her consistent pres-
ence at the registration desk at 
UJA Federation Walkathons 
where she greets walkers with 
her signature warm smile. We 
can always count on Barbara to 
recruit her cohorts to help her 
in this endeavour;   and last but 
not least, to Laurie Yanover, 
photographer extraordinaire, 
who can always be counted to 
show up at community events 
with his camera to record 
the most precious moments 
for posterity. Thanks Laurie!      

Barbara Laskin

Laurie Yanover
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resources, and maximize your 
search results.  Then, when you 
find something of interest, Ha-
zel will display how easy it is to 
use the “point & click” Order 
Processing System to purchase 
copies of original records, for 
further investigation. This is one 
evening you won’t want to miss.

On February 7, 2007, Dr. 
Ralph Bloch, Professor at Mc-
Master University and past-
board member of the JGSH, will 
update us on his current ground-
breaking research into the Bavar-
ian Swabia.  Located 60 km west 
of Munich are some 23 shtetls 
that had thriving Jewish com-
munities in the 18th and 19th 
centuries.  Working as part of an 
international cooperative effort, 
Dr. Bloch and his team of Jewish 
Genealogists have uncovered vast 
archival documentary material 
relating to these communities as 
well as to its individual inhabit-
ants.  Join us as Ralph details 
their challenges and successes 
in making this material avail-
able worldwide on the internet. 

All meetings are held at 
Temple Anshe Sholom, 215 
Cline Ave., Hamilton.  For more 
information about day, date and 
time, please check our website at 
www.jgsh.org.  Everyone is wel-
come, and admission is free for 
members.  Non-members wish-
ing to attend are asked to pay a 
$5 fee at the door, which is used 
to help defer our costs and will 
then be applied to the JGSH 
membership fee when joining 
in the same membership year.  

Additional information 
about the JGSH and our meet-
ings can be found on our web-
site at www.jgsh.org.  You can 
also contact Hazel directly at 
president@ jgsh.org or by phone 
at 905-524-3345.  We look 
forward to seeing you there.

With a roaring start, the Jew-
ish Genealogical Society – Ham-
ilton & Area (JGSH) opened 
their third season with two as-
tounding lectures.  Local fine art 
photographer Lynda Morris daz-
zled the audience with a series of 
breathtaking vistas of her recent 
trip to the historical Jewish sites 
of Italy, while Hamilton Specta-
tor investigative reporter Wade 
Hemsworth captivated both 
our society as well as a contin-
gent of members of the Ontario 
Genealogical Society’s (OGS) 
WISE (Wales, Ireland, Scotland, 
& England) group, sharing his 
expertise on how to obtain the 
most out of your interviews.

2007 is already gearing up 
to be just as electrifying to the 
professional and amateur ge-
nealogist alike with a diversi-
fied slate of events sure to ap-
peal to just about every one.

For anyone exploring their 
ancestry in Poland, the Russian 
Pale and Galician Ukraine, the 
Jewish Records Indexing – Poland 
(JRI-Poland) database is one tool 
that can’t be overlooked.  Created 
in 1995, this is the largest search-
able database of Jewish vital re-
cords available online.  It is an im-
portant first step in finding clues 
to locating family records from 
over 450 different Polish towns.  
There are currently indices for 
over three million Jewish vital re-
cords (births, marriages, deaths) 
on this formidable database.  
Although not all can be found 
online just yet, the internet avail-
ability is increasing continuously.

On January 10, 2007, JGSH 
President Hazel Boon will take 
you on a guided tour of the JRI-
Poland to demonstrate hands-
on, the ins and outs of navigat-
ing this comprehensive map to 
our past.  Sample searches will 
demonstrate step-by-step how to 
work your way through its vast 

Jewish Genealogical Society
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The Board of Directors of the Jewish National Fund 
of Hamilton is delighted to announce that 

Tom and Sasha Weisz 
will be the Negev Dinner Honourees for 2007.

Tom and Sasha are both very well known for their involve-
ment in a variety of wonderful causes both within the Jewish 
community and in the greater Hamilton community. Lorraine 

Cohen, president of the Jewish National Fund of Hamilton 
indicated that “Tom and Sasha have supported JNF for many 
years and are stalwarts of our Jewish community. It is truly 
fitting that they are being honoured by JNF and the Jewish 

community for their outstanding achievements.”

The Negev Dinner is scheduled to occur on Sunday, June 10, 
2007 at the Hamilton Convention Centre.

For more information on the 2006 Negev Dinner, please 
contact Roberta Katz at 905 527-5516.



Midrasha - Hamilton He-
brew High, continues to make 
giant inroads in connecting 
Jewish teens to their Jewish her-
itage in a relevant and hip way.  
This past year, Hebrew High 
achieved full accreditation with 
the Ontario Ministry of Edu-
cation and launched a series of 
innovative Judaic courses that 
attract students from the broad 
spectrum of Hamilton Jewish 
life.  Close to 30 teens are now 
enrolled in weekly classes such as 
Philosophy, Ethics and Hebrew 
Language, a number expected to 
increase significantly next year.

Yaakov Morel, teacher and 
Event Coordinator at Hebrew 
High, says there is palpable de-
mand for both courses and vi-
brant social programs aimed at 
teens.  Morel is quick to point 
out the need to create a teen cul-
ture in Hamilton that includes 
trips and events.  In October, 
Hebrew High chartered a bus 
to the Matisyahu concert at The 
Docks in downtown Toronto.  
Matisyahu, a Hasidic reggae 
singer/rapper has achieved un-
precedented commercial success 
bringing Jewish-themed mu-
sic been to the forefront of the 
American cultural mainstream.  
With two certified Gold re-
cords, a Top 10 Single on the 
Modern Rock charts, and nu-
merous television appearances, 
Matisyahu has been bringing 
his energetic and soulful mix of 
reggae/hip hop/Jewish inspira-
tion to the masses since 2004. 

“The Hamilton kids had a 

Hasidic Reggae Hip Hop & New York City

blast,” said Morel.  “At the Mati-
syahu concert students realized 
that Judaism is fun, and that 
Hamilton Hebrew High offers 
an amazing time both inside 
and outside of the classroom.  
In particular our backstage pass 
winners, Bess Martin and Dovid 
Kravetsky were thrilled to meet 
Matisyahu in person.”  Being 
together with a few thousand 
fans, three quarters of which 
were Jewish, literally enthralled 
by Matisyahu’s catchy tunes and 
meaningful lyrics solidified that 
feeling among the students. 

In November, Hebrew High 
hosted a weekend retreat in New 
York City. In New York, Ham-
ilton teens saw the sites, went 
to the Broadway hit STOMP, 
visited Times Square, ate at 
landmark kosher restaurants, 
and stayed in luxurious hotel 
accommodations.  Most impor-

tantly, they engaged their Juda-
ism and met like-minded Jew-
ish students from CHAT and 
public high schools in Toronto, 
Ottawa, Kitchener, and Halifax.

One participant told her 
parents that the fact that she en-
joyed the social and entertain-
ing part of the weekend came as 
no shock, but she was pleasantly 
surprised to see how she enjoyed 
– and was inspired by – the 
Jewish component of the trip.

Morel concluded that 
these experiences have been 
overwhelmingly positive for 
him personally.  “To see Jew-
ish teens, whom until now 
may have been intimidated or 
not excited by their culture, be 
“sparked” Jewishly has touched 
me in a very profound way.”

For more informa-
tion about classes or pro-
grams call 647-202-8209.

Matisyahu with David Kravetsky, Yaakov Morel and Bess Martin.
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With the beautiful fall weath-
er upon us, Temple Anshe Sholom 
planned 3 outdoor activities to get 
our students out of the classroom 
and onto the trails!  These activi-
ties were “Hebrew on a Hike”, 
“Torah on the Trail” and an over-
night adventure to Camp George. 

We came up with the idea of 
doing “Hebrew on a Hike” and 
“Torah on the Trail” for several 
reasons.  First of all, it’s fun for the 
students to do things differently 
once in a while.  We also consid-
ered that taking Hebrew out of 
the classroom and into the world 
brings it alive in a tangible way 
for the students.  Finally, we try 
to teach that Torah is about our 
lives, but often we worry that the 
children may not perceive its real 
value to them after they leave the 
temple.  These programs were de-
signed to encourage them to take 
their perceptions of Torah out of 
the building and into the world 
around them.  The kids looked for-
ward to their turn and kept asking 
their teachers “Is it this week??”  

Hebrew on the Hike was an 
activity run for our grades 5, 6, 
& 7 classes. We tied the event 
into the holiday Sukkot.   Stu-
dents were divided into 3 teams 
and given several instructions in 
Hebrew, such as “walk on the 
trail and find 3 red leaves”. Us-
ing a dictionary and their knowl-
edge of the Hebrew language, the 
students had to work through 
the instructions. The teams were 
asked to collect things found 
in nature, such as branches and 
leaves, and to build a sukkah us-
ing what they found.  Once built, 
the teams had to “sell” the sukkah 
as if they were real estate agents. 
The objective of this Hebrew on 
a Hike was to have the students 
use Hebrew to solve problems, 
and identify the key components 
of a sukkah through hands on ac-
tivities!  All that participated had 
a great time.  We have scheduled 
this activity again in the spring 
and we will all look forward 
to hitting the trails once again!

Our Camp George trip 

Temple students hit the trails!
by

Jamie Abram

came about through the generos-
ity of an anonymous donor. Our 
grade 4 and 5 students, along 
with other grade 4 and 5 kids 
from Temples across the GTA 
were offered the opportunity to 
go to Camp George for an over-
night adventure.  This activity 
was funded because this donor 
believes that every Jewish child 
should have at least one chance 
to sit around a campfire at a Jew-
ish Camp.  We had 5 students 
who were thrilled to attend and 
on Friday, September 29, right 
after school, they were picked up 
in style and traveled to camp in 
a brand new coach bus watching 
movies and singing all the way!  

Once they arrived at camp, 
they settled into their cabins and 
the fun began.  Delicious meals, a 
Shabbat service filled with song, 
climbing the ropes course, Mac-
cabiah, and of course, a campfire, 
were all part of the Camp George 
experience. The tired, but happy 
campers returned to Hamilton 
at 10:00 p.m. on Saturday eve-
ning filled with stories of new 
friends and wonderful memories 
of their time at Camp George.  

Our Educator/Cantorial So-
loist Laura Wolfson says, “we will 
continue to look for more ways 
to encourage the use of Hebrew 
as a living language, and explore 
new ways to teach the kids to take 
Torah out of the Temple and into 
their own worlds.”   Stay tuned 
for more outside adventures of 
the students of Anshe Sholom.  

Pictured above (l to r) are  Chelsea 
Abram, Noam Berlin, Jennifer 

Waxman, Sophie Popper, 
Rebecca Sampson and Misha Apel
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