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The ‘living bridge’ between the Jewish Community of Ottawa and the northern region of Israel was strengthened with the visit of two students from Tel Hai College, north of Kiryat Shmona in December. 

Danielle Avidar and Haim Shor are members of the Rothschild Ambassadors leadership program in Israel and hosted Ottawa young professionals participating in the Social Action Mission to Israel last spring. As part of the Mission, the Canadian and Israeli participants worked together to beautify the inside and outside of a school in Kiryat Shmona and joined in activities with the students, many of whom come from economically disadvantaged families. The joint Canadian and Israeli group also participated in and won the team spirit award at the inaugural Dragon Boat Israel Festival, toured the beautiful sights of Northern Israel, spent Shabbat in Jersualem and enjoyed the warm hospitality of the Israeli hosts.
Last month, the Canadian group had the chance to reciprocate by introducing Danielle and Haim to life in Canada’s capital and providing another opportunity for the strong bond and friendships created in Israel last spring to continue to flourish. 

“The friendships that I had made with the Canadians in Israel grew to a whole other level in Canada. These are friendships that I hope to have for the rest of my life,” said Haim.
Dan Shugar, one of the chairs of the 2012 Social Action Mission said he was happy to have been part of the Israelis’ experience in Canada. “It was great to show them a good time and what living in Canada is all about,” said Dan. “It was a very fulfilling experience being able to introduce Danielle and Haim to my life as a member of the Ottawa Jewish community” added Maya Avshalamov, who hosted Danielle during her trip.
In their visit to the city, Danielle and Haim were introduced to many of the organizations that make up the Ottawa Jewish Community including the Ottawa Jewish Community School, supplementary schools and the Ganon Preschool, where they led activities for the students and had the chance to answer questions about daily life in Israel. “I felt proud that I was able to represent Israel and answer these questions for the children” said Shor. 

Danielle said a touching moment and one the highlights of her visit was participating in choir practice at Tamir, an organization that supports adults with developmental disabilities. At the practice, Tamir resident Debbie Applebaum spoke about her hope for peace in Israel before dedicating a performance of “A Dream is a Wish” to Tamir’s new Israeli friends. Danielle and Haim also joined in the singing of the Jewish folk song, ‘Hallelujah’. Haim said “it felt good to be able to help out in the community in Ottawa just like the Canadians helped out the community in Kiryat Shmona.”

During the week, Danielle and Haim also had a chance to explore the city. From touring Parliament Hill and watching an Ottawa 67s game to sampling beavertails and skating at the Rink of Dreams at Ottawa City Hall, the Israelis said they enjoyed their first taste of a true Canadian winter. “I miss the snow!” said Danielle on her return to Israel. The Israelis also had an up-close introduction to Canadian moose, deer and bison at Parc Omega in Montebello, Quebec.

Both Danielle and Haim said the trip was a great opportunity for them to gain a deeper appreciation of Jewish life outside of Israel. 
“Right away, I saw how close of a Jewish community there was in Ottawa. Even though they are so far from Israel they all still come together to celebrate with their community,” said Haim. “I would like to say whole heartedly, this was the most significant experience that I have had in my life so far.”
Young professionals and grad students between the ages of 22 and 35 are invited to participate in the next Social Action Mission to Israel, scheduled for May 1 to May 12, 2013. The registration deadline is February 15. Further details are available at jewishottawa.ca or by contacting Sam Banks sbanks@jewishottawa.ca
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